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SECRETARY OF STALTE,
WASHINGTON .
733, twenty-fourth.
AMERIC.:N INTERESTS, J..EF:li,
Swiss Foreign Office note Februery 19 advises it called
attention Swiss Minister Tokyo to contradictions existing in

reports of treatment accorded jmericans in Japanese occupied

territory (see Legationt's 514, February 11) and Minister replied

by telegram Februzry 17,

[ Minister stotes that he consulted with Swiss Charge d'iffzires
Shcnghai regarding other representations to be made to Japanese
Government. He then says "™Ministry of Foreign ,ffairs sent me new
note declaring Jcpan will apply on condition of reciprocity Geneva
Convention for treatmment prisoncrs of war and civilian internees

in so far as convention shall be appliccble, and that they shall
not be forced to perform lobor against thoir will. /american
civilians det~ined in all Japancsc territorics number 1l34. (Condi-
tions applied to them are more favorable than contoumplated by
convcntion. Their provisioning in bread, butter, cggs, mcat, heat-
ing oil, cosl «nd fats assured by Japan. They can reccive from
outside gifts of food and clothing. Despite inconvenience which
arrangencnt presents Japan they are specially detained in vicinity
of residenc_e of their families in ordcr that latter can see them
i:norc; casily. Internees are visitcd from time to time by doctar and
sick persons coun consult doctor from outside and obtain admission
subscquently to hospital. They arc permitted to recad papers, books,
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and liston to Jopancsc radio ana to go out subject to certain

restrictions if they submit valid recasons,™ !

Minister continues that such statements must be verified on
spot but that he has not yot been able obtain requested permission
for regular visits by his special rcopresentative ot Tokyo amd at
Yokoharri. Promises are cont inuvally mmde. Upon two visits which
were made to Tokyo and one to Yokohoma internees did not complain
but gave rather impression of mental suffering. Minister finally
adds "as for reports from othor cities in Japan I have again insisted
thot my delegates be allowed to verify intcrnees living conditionms.
Until now I bave had no particulsr information. I do not see
necesscrily any contradiction between this situation and that
reported in China where the internees my be worse treated. Foreign
Ministry assures me Jepan will do all in its power to extend & od
trecatment but is not in a position to offer.standard of living
equal to that of ..merican for conditions between two countries are
s0 different. Japanesc people are poor and contented with little from
which facts arise difficulties concerning treatment of foreign
internecos. Regarding nonintcrned .mericans situation good according
to their own statements. /ssure Jmerican Government that I am
attentively following question both with Foreign Office and with my

representatives,
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