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pef. Doc. #2203 Exh. No.

Translated by ;
Defense Language Branch

INTERNATIONAL MILITAKY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

Sworn Deposition (Trenslation)
Deponent: NISHIURA, Susumu

Heving fTirst duly sworn &an oath as on attached sheet and in
accordance with the procedure followed in my cowntry T hareb,’ A:rcse
as follows.

7, NISHIURA, Susumu, after having been first duly sworn according
to the custom of my couniry make the following statement

le I was formerly in service as Colonel and occupied the post of Chief
of Army Affairs Section, Military Affairs Bureau, fler Ministry.
from 20 April 1942 to December 1G4li. In the Mnistry I was in
charge of the esteblishment and institution of the army, I have &
thorough knowledge of how the business of treating Prisoners of War

was allotted in the army both in principle and in practice. I
hereby state as follows:

2, Prepared for the purpose of making my statement understandaeble are
attached to this document .

3. The aystem of busincss in the army concerning the treatment of
Prisoners of War was regulated and practiged as shown in the ettach-
ed papers. |

After the capture of POW's by the Japanesc Army, the following two
stops were followed &3 to tho treatment of POW'S.
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(1) Treatment within the troops in operations.

(a) Vhen a front force captured FOW, after having made necessa-
ry investigation and having prepered a POW roll and POW
diary, the prisoners werc delivered to the neerest office -.
of transportation and communication.

(b) The commander of an army in operation who wanted O sond
prisoncrs to the reer reported to Imperial Headquarters

as to the number of the prisoners to be sent and further
the War Ministry wos informed by the Imperial Headquarters.

(¢) When the Wer Ministry received e repert about sending POW's
to the rear, the Ministry adviscd the Imperial Heedgquarters.
as to the ports or cther places where POW's should be sent,
and the Imperial Headquerters informed the War Ministry of
tho datc of arrival of POW's at the plecc essigned.

(d) In accordance with the orders of the Imperial Headquarters,
the office of transportetion and communication would oscort
POW's to the designeted place and deliver thom to the re-
ceiver who had becen designated by tho War Ministry. '

(¢c) The commander of a force in operetion would cstablish a
provisional POW cemp to housc and supcrvise POV's until the
timo of delivery, (Exh.No. 1965, Rogulations Concerning the
Troatment of FOW., Chapt II, Art L. RITT, XU KVLy *IVII).

Aftcr this delivery to the receiver designeted by the War
Ministry, POV's come under the jurisdiction of the War Minister.
Before that timo, the trcetment of TOVW's wes in the hends of
the troops in operations, so thet any trouble occurring prior
o the timo of delivery to the rocciver of the Wer Ministry

ons out of the jurisdiction of the Wer Minister. |

(2) Treatment within the Army Administrative system after coming
under tho Jurisdiction of War Minister.
sfter the recciver designated by the War Ministry roceived 0" ' e
POW's, thoy come under the jurisdiction of the War Minister
and wore put in a POW cemp established by the War Ministers
(ordinonce concorning POW camps, Art II, Exhibit No. 1965).
The POW camp wos superviscd by the ermy commander Or defcnse ~
commander designeted by the War Minister. (Ibid Art III).
During the Pecific Yar therc were estoblished & lot of POV cemps
ot the front. In thet cosc the £icld commander in operation and
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tho like, suporvised the POV camps in his area and his suporvi-
sion was put under the jurisdiction of the Ver Minister. 4s to
the provisional cemps mentioned above, the supervision thereof
wes beyond the jurisdiction of the Ver Minister,

The chiof superviser (i.e. ermy commander or defcnse commandor )
in conformity with thoe rclevant regulations, etc., commanded
ond superviscd the POW camp and leid dovm the POW cemp service
reguletions, thus toking cherge of all thc supervising business
concerning the TOW cemp. (Crdinance concerning the FOVW cemp,
irt V, Regulotions concerning the Trestment of POW, Art XXI)
The busincss under the jurisdiction of the Wer Minister was
divided into scvercl parts end aseigned to the POV Jdminist-
rotion Depersment and ceca Burcau in the Vor Ministry os shown
in the attcched Teblo.

Ls rogards ctoch ollotted business also shown in the table, thet
of thc POW Danariment wes provided by the Reguletions concern-
ing the Trectnent of POW and by the fd3utent 's Notification
(Dofense Exhibit No. 1598),' and thet of cuck Bureau in the Wer
Ministry indicetea the chief busincss ishiech had connecction with
the trcatmont of POW and allotted to the Burecu according to
the reguletod officicl system of the Wor Ministry.

The POW sdministrction Depurtment cs a chiof office in charge
of the busincss under the supcrvision'of the Ver Minister con-

qarning the trecotmont of POV monaged the following businesss

(1) Mttors concorning the generel plens of trectment of POW
gnd military intornees ot the front; detention, supervi-
sion, exchonge, releoso, cmployment (labor, propcgande,
etc.), punishmont, treatment, otec. |

(2) Mctters concerning the labor to be imposed upon POV .
(3) Mcttors concerning the communication of POW.

(4) Metters concerning the punishment of FOW.

(5) Mattors concerning the labor end conmunication -of mi 14 tory
internces at the front.

The following orc necessary explaenotions es to severcl import-
ent matters:

.. The POW Administration Depariment was established ot the
ond of Merch, 1942, in eccordance with the Rcgulations
Concerning the Treatment of POW, montioned above. I have
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Be

(1)

(2)

()

Ce

loerned that in the past wars the business conceyning tho
troatment of POV wes allotted to the bug@aus in the Vay
Ministry. It was generally thought at the beginning of
the lest was thet the above allotment of the business wos
procticable as in the past wers. The greatncss in number
of POW ond the complicated and cxtensive business of
troating POV mode it necessoary to have on offico exel:
olusively managing the business of the ver Minisiry ¢ .
concornthm~ the trectment of POW. #The POW Administration
Departmont wes arranged to be cstoblighed in the Ministry
to moct such domend, but was actucllyj,esteblished as late
es ot the cnd of Merch, 1942, under such circumstences.
As was already steted ebove, the business under the
juristiction of the Ver Minister concerning the treetment
of PO was conducted by the POW Jdministretion Department
a8 thc rcsponsible officc. The POV sdministrotion Doporte
ment wes on the same level with other burcaus of the iar
Ministry and wcs not in a position to be controlled cr
suporviscd by the Military Affeirs Burcou or any other
bureseus in tho Wear Ministry. In fect, during my tcnure
of officc os Chicf of thc Militery Affairs Scetion, I,

ot no timoe, gove orders to the serid Depertment, for in
my belicf thc businces concerning POV should heve been
managod by tho POV Administrotion Deportmont.

The moin busincses of which the Burocu of Military Affairs
took charge conecrning the P07, were ng shown in the
cttached tables:

The mnin business conductod in cccordonée with the above
were o8 followss

To drcew up the Ordinance for POV cemps and the orgenization
of POV camps.

To draw up the reguletions concerning the ostubliahﬁant
and organizotion of POV Administretion Department.

To dreft the reply of vice-minister conccrning tho opplie-
cation of the Geneve Conventione

Bosidos therc was the so-colled POV Information Burcau whiah
woes monogzed by Vexr Minister. This wos an orgenization
spceially osteoblished in accordanco with the Hogue Convention
ond wos ontircly scporate from the Wor Ministry. This wes
altogether different fronm POW Ldministretion Deportment
ostoblished as onc of tho scctions of jiar Ministrye.
Furthermore, Chicf of the POV Information Burcou was not
subjcet to the control or suporvid cn of Chiefs of the
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Burcau of Military Affairs or other bureaus of Tar Ministry.

sccarding to the regulertion governing the POW Informntion
Burocu, the same burcau, the same bureau hed & right to
ask for voriousinformntion from the opereting forces,

\
(f) Mistreatmont of POVS:

The ®mo-callcd mistrectment of POW's in Mnlny and Batasn
Peninsules wore cases which took placo during or irmedi-

etecly after the fighting and the POW's wore not yet

brought under the jurisdiction of the Ver Minister--namoly,

they wore still under tho supreme commond systome Thosc
prisoners engoged in the constructicn of the Tailande
Burma Railwoy wore, for tho most part, under the jurisé

diction of the Jiar Minister.

The gonstruction of the Teilend-Burmn Reilwey was carried

out by the Commander-Gencral of the Southern Lrmy by
ordor of the Chicf of tho Genercl Stoff,

The Var Ministry wns consultecd by the Chicf of the General

Steff cbout this construction order. The various burcaous
were consulted according to the division of business
stipulated in the Officicl System of Organization. The
Militery Affairs Burenu took cherge of the budget for
construction; the Mintenance Bureou, communication,

- matericls ond lebori and the POV Administrotion Depart-

ment, labor, cte, Each Burecu and Dopartment wes oon-
sultod according to the business in it8: gharge, and the .
Ministor ond Vico~Ministor of War jointly responsible
for the conscquenecs,

The Southern Lrea Army undortook to carry out the cone
struction work, and the Genorel Stoff took the lead in
shortening or lengthoning the torm of construction,
elleviating tronsportotion freilitios onad incroasing tho
foreces, octee The Dircctor of Transportation and Communi-
cation Burcou undortook to diroect the constructicn work,
as previoud y testificd by Lisuionant-general FAKAMLITSU,
the then dircetor of thot burcau. (Court Record in .
Japancsc, PP 14-l15)

Lis tho prisoners engeged in the constructiocn work wore
under the jurisdiction of the Vor Minister, ho dis=
potched BAMADA, Dircotor of the POV Informtion Burenu
and Chicf of tho POV,

On this 10 doy of lug, 1947

At Tokyo

DEPONENT  /s/ NISHTURA, Susumu (scal)
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I, KAZMS, Iscburo, hereby cortify that the above statement wos
sworn by tho Deponent, who effixcd his signature end senl thorcto in

the presence of this witness.
On the samec detec, at the samo place,

mitness: /S/ KAZUMA, Iscburo (senl)

0..TH
Tn accordence with my conseicnece I swear to tell the whole truth

withholding nothing cnd adding nothing,

/S/ NISHIUR., Susumu (soc2l)
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Organization Concerning P,0.W. Affairs in

the Yar Ministry (Diagramr No. 2)

In addition, the personnels of POV

War ¥Vinister - Vice-Minister of War

Secretariate --- Affairsg concerning the

handling of documents and other
geéneral business.

Fersonnel affairs Bureau -.. Affairs concerning appointments and dismigals

and other persennal effairs,

ganization, control of -
budget, arrangement of wits, various wartime
regulations, and international covenants.

ng gendarmerie, military
decipline and morals, punishment, air defense,
brevention of éspionage, and military polica,

ng munitions production, military
labor, cormmunication ang transportation.

Bureau of 1ccountants ~-= uffairs concerning budgats, maney, clothing,
food, building, and various war-time regulationa

for the accountants' Deartment,

Bureau of Médical Affairs --- Affairs concerning sanitation, prevention

of epidemics, hospitals, medical Supplisg,
and various war-time regulations for tho
Vedical Department,

Justice, amnesty, execution, and various war-
time regulations for the Judicial Affairs
Department.
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P.04V. administration Department «ee Affairs concoerning general plans of
handling of F.0.W.s and military
internees at the front such as
accommodation supcrvision, eXchange,
rclease, utilization, punishment,
and treatment; Communicatiopn ang

Punishment for P.0.W.s and military
internees at the front: and P.0.W.s
labor,

Note;

1. The Var ¥inister supervises the F.0.K.'s Camp and controls the P.0O,W.
Information Bureau.

<. The vice-Minister of War assists the War Minister and arranges depart-
mental affairs and takes charge of affairs of Sceretariate, each Bureau
and the P.0.W. Administration Department.

3. The chief of cach Bureau and the P.0.V. “drinistration Department
Supervises the business in his own bureau or department according to
- the order of the Viar Minister,

(Exhibit #70), the Official Organization of tho War Ministry (Exhibit
#74), regulations for P.0.¥.s and Riku~-A-Mitsu (Army 4Asia Sceret)

No. 1108, the ad jutant: of War Minister's note in the Yiar Ministry,
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