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CONTINUED INTERROGATION OF

General Hiueki Toje

Date anu Times 5 March 1946, lli.o5-1600 hours. |
i'lm $: Sugame Prisen, Tokyo, Japan. ‘

Present $ General Hideki Toje
Mr. Johm We Fihelly, Interrogater
Commander Yale Maxon, USNR, Interpreter |
Miss Myrtle Be Mills, Stenographer |

Questions by 3 Mre Fihelly

Q You have told us that the Emperor was opposed to war. Was he not
_ also oppesed te the use of ferce in general?

A He was a strong lover of peace from beginning te end. A goed

: example ef this, as I have already teld you, was in the matter of
the Imperial Reseripi. when he, with his ewn hand, added the weords
that I have telda yeu. A4nd you have mentioned the poem that the
Emperor read at the 6 September Imperial Conference regarding those
who love peace. Another example also was, I believe, on 6 Septembers
At that time, the question of war or peace was being discussed and
there were papers and plans having to de with preparation for war
end papers and plans having te do with peace. No one in the cabie
net, including myself, neticed that the matters of war preparation
were being discussed first, but the Emperor noticed it amd he said
that we were doing things backwards, This is the way I remember it.

Q Did the Emperor not repeatedly say that Japan shoula net force her
Yiews on other peeople?

A I uncerstand what you have said, but the langnage is a liitle strange

for the Emperer. He would not have said such a thing, However, from
first to lust, he was in faver eof cooperation and moderation.
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via not the Emperer repeatedly state that Japan shoula net u-e war
or force to establish the New Order in East Asia?

Yes, he did. The Emperor was always a lover of peace anda he wanted
to avoid war by all possible means, even to establishing the New
Order in East Asia.

So thut if force was used in this comnectien, it was against the
Emperor's wishea? :

I cannet ungualifiedly assent. Not only myself but the other cable
net ministers fully respected the Emperor's opinien and administered
the affairs of state in consomance with this respect. We did net
think of setting up the New Order in East Asia by reserting to war.
The war came for other reasons., That 1s my answer.

Wes not the war used when it started in setting up the New Order in
Bast Asia?

Do you mean the Greater East Asia War?
Yes,

That started because Japan's life was threatened by Englana and
Americae.

The New Order in East Asia was set up during the war, was it not?

Yes. The Greater East Asia War started because Japan's life was
threatened by England and America. Once the war had started, various
means were used - pelitical, military, and se ferth, in order to win.
Tt was necessary to unite all the people of East Asia, not just the
Jepanese and Chinese, around Japan fer the seke of victery. I think
it was for the happiness of all the pecples of East Adsia alsos

The New Order in Eest Asia, which was set up during the war, was
intended to be a permanent one, was it net?

Yes, of coursee
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Q This same New Order, which was set up during the war, Japan was
unable to set up during peace time, was she nev?

A It wes not possible for it to be set up in peace time, but the
desire to do s¢o existed.

Q Existed wheref?

A The New Order in East Asia came to include Japan, Manchuria, ana
China, ana in all those places were people who desired it to came
about. The Greater East Asia Co-Presperity Sphere came about after
the Greater East Asia War. This is proved by the fact thav the
Japan-Manchuria«China Joint Preclamation, worked eut by delegates
from three countries, was signed on 30 November 1940.

Q Were the peeple in those countries that formed the Greater East Asia
Co=Prosperity Sphere asked whether or net they wanted to join this

New Trdexr?
A After the war?
Q Yesa,

A Yes, of course. The Greater East Asia Convention of 6 Sepvember 1943,
and the Greater East Asia Joint Proclamution resulted from the fact
that the desire was there.

Q And is the fact that the Convention was held and the Proclamation made
the only evidence that you have that the peoples of those countries
desired this New Ordes?

A Yes, but the fact that the Premiers came as representatives of the
people was regarded by me and by Japan as evidence that the desire
existed. I admitted scmething a moment ago which I wish to correct.
Those who came, whether or not they were Prime Ministers, were
empowered as delegites for the countries frem which they came.
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Who empowered the delegate from China?

A W Chi i had two capacities in the govermment or China. He
was the head /shuseki/, somewhat correspenaing te the Emperer, and
the Chief of the Executive Yuan, cerresponding to Premiexr. In his
capacity as head, he delegated the autherity to himself,.

Q VWhy was the convention of 6 November 1943 held in Japan ana not in
one of the ether couniries?

A Japan issued the invitations.
D ia net Japan also pay the expenses of the delegates?

A Nee. Japan paid for the entertaimment expenses /reigi/ im Tokye,
but the travel expenses were paid by the countries involved.

Q What counvries joined in the Proclamation ana in the Convention that
you referred to?

Manchuria, China, the Philippines, Thai, and Burma.
How about Formosa and Koreaf?

They are Japan.

How abouv French Inde«China?

No, that is ditfferent. That belongs te France.

£ p O P O >

Is this Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere still in existence? If
not, when dia it cease to functien?

s I and the Japanwse people are beaten people ana if you ask beaten
people such a questien, no reply is possible.

Q But iv is true, is it not, that the Greater East Asia Ce«Prosperity
Sphere does not exist at present?
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A8 I have said before, we are beaten and the existence or none
existence of such a thing is in the hands of the conguerors., The
desire exists, but permission for its existence rests in the hanas

of the conguerors. As I said before, the pessibility of cow-existence
and co=prosperity in kast Asia new is in the hanus of the conguerorse

why did TOuO0 resign as Foreign Ministex?

It was in conmection with the creation of the Greater kast Asia
Ministry. He was against it. TOGO thought it was the proper work
of the Foreign Ministry. I wanted to set up a Greater xest Asia
Ministry to take care of the countries of Greater East Asia.

why could not the Foreign Minister handle the affairs of those
countries as he was handling the affairs ef other countriea?

7his is a rather delicate subject. I felt that Greater Xast Asia
was net camposed of strangers /tanin/. It was our own family.

Other foreign countries were strangers. The character of the two
was different. Things not necessary in relations between relatives
woula be necessary between strangers, but, among family relations,
difficuls foreign negotiations, I felt, were not. The other point
is that, since the Greater East Asia countries were all in the
family, mutual economic factors were very important. I was in favor
of removing this cemplicated work from the Foreign Ministry ana let-
ting the Foreign Ministry concentrate on diplematic relations based
on the aims of victoxrye.

Did you not tell TOGO that these countries needed special treatment?
T don't know what you mean by that., These were the three reasons.
Do ybu deny that you so stated to TOGOT

T don't know what you mean by treatment /taigi/. If the points I
have mentioned constitute special treatment /tekubetsu ne taigi/ then

I can agree.

Do you deny that you teldqlOGO in substence that the Greater East
Asia countries needed special treatment?
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T don't certainly remember just what I told him, but if what you mean
by *special treatmeni® is along the lines of what I have said, then I
probably said it. However, the words "special treatment® /tekubetsu
no taigu/ have many meanings in Japanese and if some of the other
meanings are meant, then I think that I probably did not say that.

Did you use that expression in substance, regardless or what you
meant by it?

T can't answer it because I den't know what the meaning of "special
treatment® is. : -

Just what countries in East Asia were cared for by the Greater East
Asia Ministry?

The following independent countriess. Manchuria, China, the Philippines,
Thai, Burma. These were considered independent from the Japanese poini
of viewe The following invaded areass Malsya, French Indo~China, and
the Netherlandas East Indies.

So that all of those countries were taken from the Foreign Minisiry
and turned over to the Greaver East Asia Minister by you?

Yes, in general, except that the diplematic proprieties /gaik® no girei/
were handled by the Foreign Minister.
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. Certificate of Interpreter

'
/ I,  Yale liaxon, Opdr., USNR : 11-35-72 el
(Nane) (Serial Nunber)

being sworn on oath, state that I truly trenslated the questions

and answers given from English to Jananese and from Jemanese to

English reswectively, and that the shove transcrintion of such
questions and answers, consisting of & nages, is true and
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Subhscribed and sworn to HYefore me this 12 day of _Auzust , 1946.
2P /jﬂ
el | :
John W. Fihelly cf

Duly Detailed Investigzating Officer,
Internetional Prosecution Section, G3Q, SCAP

Certificate of Stenozrasher

I, Mvrtle B. Mills . hereby certify that I acted

as stenogranher at the inverro »tion set out ahove, and that I
wvers, and that the

transcribed the forezoing questlons and ens
transcrintion is true and accurate to the hest of my knowledge

and belief.

Certificate of Interrogator

-

I, John W, Fihelly , certify that on
day of _EM . 1946, personally gnpneared before mé _ TOJO
Hideki , and according %O _ Commander Yale iaxon, USHR =2

to the several gquestions set

/ !/2 f:’«b@d@
J

Interpreter, gave the foregoing ans'ers
forth therein.

(j“ Jonn W. Fihelly

i

TOKY?)
(Flace)

- i.‘.iﬁn -
“~u

{. 12 Augus?t 46
(Date)
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Extract from interrogation of
General Hi

5 March 1946.
Pe 2«3

Tojo

mggwngauinhltuhm set up during the war,
war -
Yes, The (reater East Asia War started because Japan's
1ife was threatened by England and America. Once
war had started, various means were used - political,
military, and so forth, in order to win. It was necessary
to unite all the peo of East Asia, not just the Japanese
around apanrorthouioormtory. X think
llu happiness of all the peoples of East Asia

it was for
also.

The New Ordei in East Asia, which was set up dnrgg the
war, was intended to be a permanent one, was it ?
Yes, of course.

This same New Order, which was set up during the war,
Japan was unable to set during peace time, was she not?
It was not possible for it to be set up in peace time, but
the desire do so existed,




