Aircraft Action Reports

2-d (54) USS Rudyard Ray
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From: Commander, Composite Squadron SEVENTY SEVIN.
To 3 Commander In Ghief, United States Fleet.
'1. 8 : m mm. ﬁ.l.%.' m m (M)t
Sommander, Carrier Division 25.
Comnmander, Bscort Carrier Force, Pacific Fleet,
Conmgnder, Alr Force, Pagcific Fleet.
Commander, In Chief, Pacific Fleet.

Report of Alreraft Action - Composite Squadrom 77.

Snclesures  (A) A0A-1, Alreraft Action Reports, No's. 1 - 63.
1

: BEnclosure (A) includes AOA-1, Alrcraft Action Reports, No's
1 - 63, covering attacks made by Composite Squadron SEVENTY SEVEN on Iwo
Jima from 19 February, 1945, to 8 Mareh, 1945,

2. During this period 280 sorties (202 VP and 78 V) were made
againgt s on Ivo Jima. There were 131,000 rounds of srmumition fired,
as well as 5% HE rockets. Of the 752 bombs ed on enemy installations,
311 were 100§ GP and 41 were S00f GP. In addition 16 - 55 gal. nzpelm boubs
were sucessfully dropped.

3o Ideutonant Commander Trank James PEFERSOW, (AlD), U.S.N.R., .
Sommanding Officer of Compoeite Squadron SEVINTY SEVEN was shot down om D day
and is reported mizsing along with his airorew. The hedy of his observar,
Major R. W. BOLLINS, U.S.M.C.R., was recovered on the beach at Iwo Jima on 26

February, 1945. On 22 Pebruary, 1945, lieutenant (Jjg) Slyvester B. NoOURK,
(A1), U.8.4.%., erashed in a pre-dawn take-off and his plane was seen to explode.

h, Iieutenant(jz) William P. CONIEY, (A1), V.E2.%N.2., is reported missing
along with his aircrew, having falled to return from an inner barrier anti-
submarine vatral. Ileutemant Thomas A. TURNZR, (A1), V.S5.N.R., and crew
were shot down, but made a successful water landing. ILikewise, Ideutemant
Angus J. ENUDSON, (A1), U.5.H.R., made a water landing at the target, dut
was immediately rescued. Both Lieutenant lvert V. MoNEXIEY, (A1), U.S.N.R.,
and Ensign Travis L. SCOT7, (A1), U.S.N.R., were forged to make emergency land-
ings on Iwo Jima after being hit by enemy fire. Thelir planes had %o be
abandoned on the island. A .2 was lost when in making a carrier landing
its tall hook droke and the plane skidded off into the catwalk and down inte
 the water. The pilot, lieutemant(jg), Harry E. SCHORNSTEIN, U.S.N.R., was

- unharmed and was picked up by a nearby destroyer. :

R. ¥W. NEVELL
Advance gopies to}
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|. GENERAL

g
(a) Unit Reporting  ¥G=77 (b) Based on or atUa8® RUDYIRD BAY (OVE-81J (c) Report No._ 7877 #1
T , o,
(d) Take off: Date il Time (LZT)J.ZM (Zone); Lat2% WP'E Long.m
(e) Mission z - 100 JINA (f) Time of Return 15M8B{K)  (Zone)
il. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED B‘Y THIS REPORT.
NUMBER .
gL e | Belole. T Amatne
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)
_Pe2 | ¥0a77 Y - b s -

I1l. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.

TYPE SQUADRON | NUMBER BASE TYPE SQUADRON | NUMBER BASE
¥6 -1 b
¥i=1 1Y
mw { !( ? i ] 2
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in 1l Only). Bons
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)
TYPE NO. NO. ENGAGING TIME LOCATION OF BOMBS, TORPEDOES CARRIED; CAMOUFLAGE AND
OBSERVED | OWN A/C | ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTER : GUNS OBSERVED MARK ING
i | (ZONE)
z 4] | (ZONE)
8 . (ZONE)
2
(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s)
Did Any Part of .
(i) Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds?. If so, Describe Clouds Ly
(YES OR NO) (BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)
Time of Day and Brilliance
(j) of Sun or Moon - (k) Visibility
(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON; DAY, OVERCAST; ETC.) (MILES)
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only). Hane
(a) (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: (c) (d)
TYPE e : | — - DAMAGE
ENEMY A/C | TYPE A/C | SQUADRCN PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE CLAIMED

ALLSET — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED
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COX AT
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_ LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN.-AIRCRAFT (of those listed in Il only).

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)
CAUSE: TYPE ENEMY A/C WHERE HIT, ANGLE (List armor, EXTENT OF LOSS OR DAMAGE,
TYPEOWNA/C SQUADRON TYPE GUN, OR OPERATIONAL CAUSE self- seahng Tanrqs equugment hit) (Give Bureau serial number of plan 'S destroyedl
] | B : N B e
2 el L ; P I L i et
3 %, = B T .
4 . - - — — e —
5 . | _ - | . By
6 e -
‘ 7 = "
8 - Bk
9 ! i
10 . .
11
12 B
i # |
13 2
14 | )
VIl. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in 11 only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)
NO. | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
3
r —
2, o B k 4
== ES3 = s Py o s - .
VIIl. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING PR W)
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (q) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)
TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV. FUEL AV. FUEL |- — NO. OF PLANES
A/C OUT RETURN IN “AIR LOADED CONSUMED 30 50 20MM MM | RETURNING
BSOS CEEERES R SRS T
Piiwl 25 A A 231 gal 150 gal 44018 I R . B
¢ « all planes idroppad wing taoks bef ora gbrafing T
IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).
CALIBER NONE MEAGER | MODERATE. INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75mm and over - . | . s -
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm o A . B .
| IGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6.5mm-13.2mm - . - )

X COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).

SPEED, CLIMB, vepformanse of Mi-2 entirely satisiagtory & noranl.
at various altitudes

TURNS

DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT

ALLSET — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED
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AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

® covrrrerivy @

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
filled out)

REPORT No.

Xl. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).

(a) Target(s) and Location(s)

(¢) Clouds Over Target Base 5500' Top 75 or « A

(d) Visibility of Target

(f) Bombing Tactics: Type

Bombs Dropped per Run

IO JINA « Worthern Part

(FOR SHIPS INCLUDE ALL IN AREA UNDER ATTACK)

lte Stratus - 7/10th

(b) Time Over Target(s) 1466(K)  (Zone)

Hazy

(BASE IN FEET. TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)

(CLEAR, HAZY, PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS, ETC.)

Strafing Run -« Glide

(LEVEL, GL.DE OR DIVE)

Spacing

(NUMBER)

(FEET)

_(e) Visibility_

5 mi,

Bomb Sight Used ME & gungight

(MILES)

Altitude of Bomb Release

(TYPE)

(FEET)

: : ) BT FE o
(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed ong Probably Destroyed 5019 Damaged __Houe® i
(i) : T %D (m) (n)
" i | DIMENSIONS o U B AUE ATEALCE N BOMBS AND AMMUNITION NO. HITS On DAMAGE (None, slight,
___AING FOENG TONNAGE (k) SQUADRON EXPENDED. EACH AIMING POINT | Aiming Point | serious, destroyed or sunk)
1 Smell Bldgse. * - & = [il=2g
and shoreline trpanghas VO=T7 40 rounds 50 gal. see "0l HNone apparznt
2 ‘ ot {era—oe) o N
3 b o P -
Sl £ I 4 . - ” s
o o= ETR=9F) S
32 '-"ﬁim
. a IS FHARCOCE) -
3
6
7
PR g o - - aice e - = v _— = e e e
8
(o) RESULTS: (For all hits claimed on ship targets and for land targets of special interest, draw diagram, top or side view or both, as appropriate, showing tyic and location

of hits.

* Targots of opportuality in areas 218, 217
trench ware points of aim.

hits on this one strafinz run.

(p) Were Photographs Taken? g

Ho

For all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify by numbers above.

p ~eidy

'Y (P
2

ALLSET — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED

Use additional sheets if necessary).

234 small bulldings and a ghoreline
Impossible to dotermine cxtent of damape or number of

Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple.
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XIl. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,
ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY | following applicable items in check list at loft Use additional sheets if necessary.)
OWN AIRCRAFT

Disposition .
Altitudes Four Fil-2's from CVE-81 took off at 1230(¥) and rendezvouscd
speeds ovor TU 52.2.3 with 4 VF from U.S.8. LUNGA POINT and & VP from U.S5.5.

Approach Tactics
Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack and

RISHAYCE SBa. Lisutenant Re We NEMELL, Jre, UsS.H.R. was {light

Their Effectiveness
Distance of Opening Fire
Defense Tactics and

Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance
Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack

Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
Offensive Tactics, Own
- “  Enemy
Defensive Tactics, Own
4 “ , Enemy
Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar
Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

ATTACK

OWN TACTICS

Method of Locating Target
Approach to Target

leador of this combined groupe. They procescded approxizately 29
miles to the target area (IW0 JINMA) and orbited at angsls ten over
reforence point Han 10 miles north of the target. They orbited
until 1445(K) at which time more glvem instructlons {rom Gi5 on
SLACTOR (U.Se.8. BLDORADD) to stemafe targets of opportumity in areas
4216, 217, 233, and 234. Imstructions to do likewise wore given the
12 VP from U.8.3. HANCOCE who were orbiting below at 8,000%,

Lisutenant NEWELL had the group in a 360% counter clockwise
orbit over the target area and then started strafing run {rom S5
to §%, all plan+s swinging out in a right eschelon and diving av
about a 45° angle. There was & haze from the ground up to aboutb
4000 which conosaled the approach, but the target area was nol
observed. Small buildings in the area were the principal polin's
of aim, and ons of tho plenes just bafore pull out directed a I'ow
bursts at same shoreline trenches. Ths pull out was started at about
2500 £t., after the pull out. (mly one run was uade with an &Verage
expenditure of 200 rounds of 50 cale. ammumnition.

Yo results wore observed, and no personnel was sasn on The gr ounde
Rendesvous was made at 5000' north of the target. The 12 V¥

from the U.3.5. HJANCOCK wore not agein seen durin; or after the
atitack.

Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
Dive
Pull-Out

Dive Angle

Strafing

Retirement

Defensive Tactics

Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY

Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights

Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar '
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

OPERATIONAL
Navigation

Homing

Rendezyous
Recogn:tion, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

ALLSEY — MFD BY THKE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED
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X1l MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left.
ARMAMENT Use additional sheets if necessary).

Guns, Gunsights
Turrets
Ammunition

Bombs, Torpedoes 411 equipment functioned neemally.
Bomb Sights
Bomb Releases

COMMUNICATIONS
Radio, Radar
Homing Devices
Visual Signals

Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION
|\FF
Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures

PROTECTION

Armor: Points and Angles
of Fire Needing Further

Protection
Leak Proofing

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Parachutes

Life Belts, Life Rafts
Safety Belts
Emergency Kits
Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT

Compasses
Driftsights
Octants
Automatic Pilots
Charts

Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS
Flight
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE

Airframe

Control Surfaces

Control System

Dive Flaps

Landing Gear

Heating System

Flight Characteristics
At Various Loadings

POWER PLANT

Engines

Engine Accessories
Propellers

L ubricating System
Starters

Exhaust Dampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

Auxiliary Plant
Lights

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE
BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipment
Personnel Facilities

REPORT PREPARED BY:: APPROVED BY:

REPORT No.__ Ve g4 #1

s SIGNATURE SRSt 1 & RANK AND DUTY _  DATE
WP PEILLIPPS, Lieus. ASK'URRIVO]T TN 5{. BaWBLL, Lieﬁxtemt
ALLSET - uru.miﬁmsg&:&ﬂ O OIS d“
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