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' Ferson Inter
. Commender OKUMIYA, Mas atake, IJN
1931(Nov)-1933(Apr11): Ensign on 1ight ocruiser and destroyer
School

1933(April)-1933(Dec): Flying
1933 (Dec)* Ordered as Lieuteneant (jc)
1935«37 Operated from sarrier Ryujo in Japaness waters
1038-1939: Flew in China in rank of Lieutenants parachuted
safely hen his dive bomber ceught fire; scarred

sbout face and wrists.
1940-1941: Division Officer 18
1941-1942(March): Iieutenant Commander,
flying, Kasumigaura.
19423 Attached as ataff Officer o Cecond Air Fleel; aboard
Ryujo at Dutch Farbor strike; abosrd Junyo in Battle

of Santa Cruz.
At Rabaul, Buin and Singauore abd gtaffe Officer of

1943+
Second Alr Fleet,
1944 (Feb): At Rabaulwhen a

of Solomong.
ag Air Staff Offi.er for Battle

1944(June): Aboard Junyo
of Marianase.

1944 (July and pug)s Based atl Okinawa
1944,(1ate Aug): Assigned to Naval General Sta f, 1lst

Sectionestayed there until end of war
Flying time: About 2,000 hours

to Omura Air Group

Yokosuka Air Group
instrucior 1in

11 JYAR strength was pulled out

There interviewed: Neval ¥ar Co’lege

Irnterrogator: Donald Meiklejohn, lst Lb., M

Interpreter: Tajl, John He

wed the strengti in carricr and land-

the Solomons betwcen April
srrier-based gtrensth

e also gave

ses over the period.

gUM ARY: Commanaer Okumiya revie

based JNAF planes and personnel in

1942 and February 1944, also 1listing the c

; transferred to land bases during that time.
tentative estimetes of plane and personnel los

-e stated that the first caurrier-based operas=

T In concluding,
tions in the China Theatre were carried out on 15 August 1377 by
sntorrogotion began, Commander

(Before the formal
4 exact data on the Solomons is contained in

pboxed at the NYu ouilding for shinment to
He agreed, however, to surnly such tentala

three carrierss
Okumya explained the
documents now beling
USSBS in Washington.
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Lth Fighter Group: 27 planes 40 flying personnel ® Fd

Tainan Air Group L5 planes 60 to 70 flying ~_ Wisl,

personnel - T

250 flying personnel

18 Flying boats
75 £lying per sonnel

VYokohama Air Groui
_8 secplanes

it Kevieng and Truk
L7 50 Lo

——-—iﬂ---




INTERROGATION No. 475 (contd)

Total planes o8 Total Flying Personmnel
4,25 to 435

&

Then was additional strength moved in?

A. Early in May the Genzan Air Group, with 27 planes and ?09
flying personnel was moved to Vunakunau to provide additional
strength for the Port lloresby operation.

Q. What losses did you suffer in the Battle of the Coral Sea?

A. TFewer than 10 landbased planes and about 60 carrier-based planes
in all, including those lost in combat, those missing ana those
whiclh crashed and were a total loss. About 100 flying personnel
were lost,

Qe What was the next reinforcement?

A, In July the 14th Air Group moved in with eight Kawanishi flying
boats and between 100 and 120 flying personnel. Then, on 23

August, the carriers came down to the Solomons. After the

battle, 36 fighters from the Shokaku and Zuikaku were based
at Buka,

Q. What were your losses at the Battle of the hastern Solomons?

A, The Shokaku had 72 planes, the Zuikuoku 63 and the Ryujo 30, for
a total of 165 planes. About 40% of those were lost, but no
land=-based planes were lost,

Q. Vhen the Marines landed at Guedalcanal, what attacks were launch=-
ed by the JNAF?

A. 18 to 27 dive bombers based at Rabaul attacked - also a few
fighters and some other bombers. &vout half cf them were lost in
combat and the rest crashed near Shortland out of fuel. Ve
saved about half the personnel,

%, When were you again rcinforced?

A, Xavieng received planes from the carriers after the battle.

Q. Wherc did the carriers go after that battle?

A. To Truk to replenish and retrain. DNew poersonnel were sent from
Japan,

Q. What was then the average flying experience of tle new pilots?

L It wes the same 2s of those tho werc lost: between 400 and 500
hours.

s then did reinforcements next come in?

’ - A. In October Air Fiotilla 21 was moved to Kavieng and other New
Ireland baces. 1t incinded Air Group 701, witn 27 attack bombers,
and Air Group 252, with 36 fighters.

Q. When did the Junyo sortie from Japan?

L. Near the end of September, with Hiyo and Zuiho, They joined
tlie Shokaku and Zuikaku on 1 October, and sortied from Truk on
the 3rd. Just before the Battle of Santa Cruz, on 25 October,
the Hiyo rcturned to Truk because of engine trouble.,
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Vere all the carrier:planes of the other four engaged in the
battle?

Yes, The planes of the Hiyo were sent to Buin,

Did any land-based planes take part in the action?

I think not, Some recce pianes went out but did not find any

U.5. planes,
What were your losses at the battle of Santa Cruz?

About 60% to 70%. After that the Zuikaku, Shokaku and Zuiho

went back to Japan. The Junyo's losses were made wp from
remaining pianes on the other carriers and she remained in

the area for operations. On 5 November she provided screen for
battleshi s and cruisers operating east of the Solomons. In

the action of 12-14 November she provided cover for the Hiei

and Kirishima and shot down two Allied flying boats and also
damaged two B-17's, At the end of November she returned to

Iruk for training and ti.cn mant to Wewak to provide air

cover for forces therez, After thc end of Jamuary she went again
to Vewak for firrying aircraft and personnel there (I landed with
them), The plancs of the Junyo were tronsforred to Wewak - 24
fizhters and 6 attack bombers, but 18 dive bombers and 3 attack
bombers remained with the ship.

Yhy were the plancs transfeorred?

There had bean severe attacks by B-17s, B=24s and submarincs in the

- vicinity of Wewak, Previously the Army had only one battalion

thcre, but at this time a new division came in and requircd
more ¢over, It tas unsafe,. because of the submarines, for carriers
to operatc there regularly,

"here did the Junyo go then?

To Truk, until about July. Then the plares of the Jynyo and
Hiyo were sent to Buin, and thercaftcer those carricrs were uscd
to ferry planes between the Empirc and Truk, In October the
Junyo's plencs :erc recturncd to her: somc were from her original
complement and some had becn scnt fiom Japan, Then she went

to Singapore with Hiyo for training (the Shoksku and Zuikaku
were.8t11l in Japan)., At the end of Dccember she went back

to Truk with Hiyo, and Ryuho joincd them there. The flying
force of the thrie carricers then flcu to Rabaul, lecaving the
carricrse. We koept our plancs at Rabaul until 22 Februory, which
wag the last time that we had morce than a few plancs ¢t Rabaul,

What happcned to the planes that had been sent to Raboul at that
time?

One half worc destroyed and the rest went back to Truk, About

200 planes werc dcstroyedthcre, many on the ground, but only

60 flying personncl were lost. (In April 1943 =1l thc plancs

of the Third Flcct cxcept for the attack bombers went to Rabaul:
That is tc say zbout 200 plancs.) - '

Whcere did the carriers go then?

They returncd to Jepan, to stay until thc cnd of Moy - thon to
Tawi Tovii,
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Q. At the end of Jahuzr, what was the average flying expcrience
of carrier pilots? | =

A, Between 300 and 400 hours,
Q. And of land-based pilots?

A, Betveen 5C and 100 hours less, The last time we were at Raboul
some pilots vere so inexperienced that we would not allow them
to take off: many accidents accured.,

Qe What reinforcements of land=besed aircraft viere made during
’ the Solomons campoign?

A, At the end of 1942 Air Flotilla 25 was rcplaced by Air Flotilla
26, which compriscd Air Croup 705 (36 attack bombors), Air Group
20/ (45 fighters) and Air Group 582 (27 divc bombers cnd 18
fighters), based at Rabaul, Buin and Buka., Air Flotilla 25
was replecced because (1) many personnel had becen killed ond
(2) the type=99 dive bombers of Alr Group 705 were reploaced by
type=1ts.

Q. How long did Air Flotilla 26 stay at Kabaul?

A, Until Jenuary 1944, when it was replacced by carricr planes ond
scnt to Truk,

Q. TWhat lossecs vicre suffered by Air Flotilla 26 while it was at
Rab~1ul?

A, We lost about 3 times our origincl strength in plancs an
timcs our original strength in flying persomncl, Only 5
to 10%0of the original personnel complement in flying
personnel returncd to Japan.

0. &
a’
/0

Q. From where did you get replacements?

A, From Jap:n. The now fightcr pilots came in with about 300 hours,
the attack bombcrs with 500 hours, and the dive bomber pilots with
300 to A00 hours. In gencral, thosc pilots performed rdcquatcly
by day but were weak by night or at dusk and davi,

Q. How much of your losscs was non=combat?
" 98 About 15% to 20k.
Q. Vhat other JNAF forces were at Rabaul?

" A, ' The Eleventh Air flcet therc also had Air Flotilla 21, which
hed been brought in abéut Junc 1943 with Air Group 751 (36
attack bombers) and Air Group 253 (36 fighters). Thoir losscs

e vere about twice their original planc complement cnd 14 times
the original flying puersonnel,

Q. "hat loss.s tcrc suffered by Air Flotilla 25 in 19427
A, About 1¥ times the original ple.cs and personnel both,

N, Why did not the cerriers return to the Solomons campaign
from Japan in 19437
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A,  Shokaku had suffcred scrious deck damage, and Zuiho also was
seriously damaged. Zuikaky returned with its few remaining good

pilots to provide nuclei and instructors for new groups forming
in Japan,

Qe Then did you derve in China waters?

Ao 1 was in operations at Shanghai and Nanking, flying land-bascd ™
~bombers in 1937 and 1938,

Qs Were any carrier-bascd onerations carried out in the China arca?

Lo Yos, there were many. Carrier Division g (Hosho and Ryujo)
and Carricr Division (Kaga) operated aganiast the Shanghai atea
on 15 August 1937. That was the first carricr action in thce Chino
area, Later thosec siips went to Canton,
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