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Chart 4. The Clothing Index
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INDEX NUMBERS AND RETAIL PRICES '

& — LW TN 46 i Bek
BRI~ ) SR 2R
TABLE 1. THE COST OF LIVING INDEX NUMBERS OF
LABORERS IN GREATER SHANGHAI (January 1923 —December 1931)

B+ HE=10 Average of 1926=100
oW W R 'i v A
o Group Indeses iy | HB %ﬁf&%}
Pur- Pt
‘ : . - General P S )
. . : 2 | B %% chasing #{—)Z
Perlod Bf @ 7 il £ % 1 Fuel & | Miscel« Index Powerof, FH
Food Rent /lofshmg{ Light | laneous Money Deviation
| i ; ! i
i
EE e ) |
1926 100.00% | 100.00 | 100.00 . 100.00 = 100.00  100.00 | 100.00
— A Jan. 92.58 | 100,00 | 100.59 104.21 9548 | 104.73 | 4+ 4.73
= J Feb. 98.97 100,00 | 10218 10431 9058 | 10042 |+ 0.42
= J] Mar. 10 1.00 99,29 101.21 97.25 | 102.8% |+ 2.83
o0 Apr. 193.0) | 10050 1002 0774 | 102381 |+ 251
#i S May 100,00 | 1015 100,24 97.33 | 10274 A 274
# J Jone 100,07 99,85 XOC) G7.54 102,74+ 274
& ji July 10016 99,05 100.60 99.40 - 0.60
A N Aug 104,00 ot 102,74 9783 — 267
g 0 Sep, 140,00 190,36 106,45 9. L= 607
“+ 1 Oet. 100,00 G941 96. 105,92 1;4.»11 - 5.54
-f—1 Nov. 109.00 58,82 6816 100.23 99.77  — 0.23
+=H Dee 100,90 99,17 9143 9957 | 10043  + 043

‘@'Pz\ﬁ? ) .

K 192 100.71 97 98 9882 | 109.06 . 102.23  101.09 9892  — 1.08
—~ J] Jan. 109.63 97.98 g9.76 | 11101 | 9840 1696 9349 | — 6.51
= J| Feb. 97.93 99.29 | 10078 116.67 8371 | 1429
= HJ Mar 97,498 92.17 | 11358 118,43 9218 | — 7.82
moJl Apr. 97.98 | 9917 | 111.63 | 103.48 | 96.68 | — 3.32
% H May q, 63 | 11151 100.18 99.62 | — 0.18
s 1 Jane 739 | 10749 10013 08.88 | — 1.12
4 ) July | <m17 ;100,03 103,61 %4‘? - f;.g}
A Ang. 9334 110.68 103,81 965,33 | B0
s Sep 47.87  106.88 107, w) 99.16 | 10085 4 0.85
+ o Oct 9716 1062) 10770 9102 | 10087 + 9.87
+-- ] Nov 97.4 09.83 | 10241 115.80 9).02 | 1109 1109
=i Dee. G798 49,41 108,59 | 116.91 sa.06 | 112,98 1228

Bt

1928 87.32 | 10011 | 99.64 11023 | 11400 9321 | 10728 + 7.8
— J1 Jan. 85,84 1 100,11 90.05 108,11 - 12137 92.491 763 o 763
= H Feb 9213 1 100,11 99.20  107.27 - 116.86 45,58 a8
= ) Mar, 86.93 1 100,11 97.51 . 10816 | 11521 93.08 + 743
Mo Apr. 85.26 | 100,11 9799 10704 11825 0 9LT0 o905
i J1 May 84.5L | 10111 95.10 | 10738 | 113.23 01.22 I+ 063
A June | 8324 10001 L 9TA1 0 10782 11303 . 9032 2+ 072
0 Jay 8450 | 10011 | 99.05 | 10827 | 11226 = 9123 |+ o901
AT Aug 8431 | 100,11 92.05 | 10978 113.0% 91,5 + 958
Ju I Sep. 90.38 1 1011 10866 11473 9548 + o4
+ 1 Oct. 93.18 | 1n0.11 D2 11308 u7.89 o216
+—H0  Nov. 90.06 | 190,11 D716 | Li2gs 9587 | 19431 T 431
+=0 Dee, 80.67 | 1on1t 117100 11818 g5.62 | 10458 T 458

5~ AR MO A, LR R

1 The figires in this publication are cornsidered to ba final.



32

r A

an

G

B

TABLE 1.

Bl+tadg—A S50 et f

Ll DN AR IR ,Jz 2 (8

THE COST OF LIVING INDEX NUMBERS OF
LABORERS IN GREATER SHANGHAI

(January 1926 —December 1031 —Continued
= 10} Aversge of 1926 = 100
a0 M YR oW REE  MobEés
g H9 Groap Indexeq Wy HII 25T
N U T General | Yur- i%{‘*—bzﬁ‘
: a3 H | &K | :I%‘ ﬂ oAk HETRAL shasing WL
Period f? # 7 A ! K% Fuel & | Miscel- [ndex Powerof HH
Food Rent ; Slothing E Light | laneous Money |Deviation
B~ | * t" f
1929 97.56 | 103.80 © 106.64  117.61 | 117, 78 101,98 98,06 | — 1,94
— Jan, | 9L38 | 103.80 107.23 123,25 9319 1018t |- 1.84
== H PFeb. | 9239 1038) 1 10753 111901 L9797 | 10207 |4 2,07
= g Mar., | 914 1038 11090 118.6% L 97.66 10240 |+ 240
WOH Apr. . 8674 10380 | 10746 | 113,25 CO9Rs% | 10573 1+ 5.73
% B} May 9139 10380 © 106.0%F | 113.58 lllmb 9742 | 192,65 |4 2.65
# B June : 10:5.83 1067.82 111.85 117.15 98,43 10162 4+ 1.60
o B Jaly 5 | 10;5} m\, 52 118.28 115.50 100,11 9989 | -— 0.11
A Avg. ‘%’J (MR 361 118 11 11587 10385 k47 |— 5.53
/’L A Sep. 10569 11738 1 11642 108.06 9254 | — 7.48
Oct. 9380 ¢ 10200 114842 117.25 0 13981 9l.04  — B8B4G
+—~'f Noav. 1322 0»«% 19408 119.01 119,48 106.03 957G I 6.24
4R Dse. 10536 .83 105.20 125.71 12159 108.28 U285 | — 7.65
Ci 2
B 1930 114,99 106.96  108.18 @ 140.47 85.62 | — 14,38
-~ 0 Jaun. UL 46 10575 127.458 i 86.??1 — Id 27
= jl Feb. | DS % 107.82 12465 7 — 14.93
= A Mar. 10845 126.72 240053 - 14,89
w0 Apr. ¢ K 12657 — 14.25
i ) May 1214 —~ 14.16
5 B Jane 12127 el T
3 B July 120,26 — 20.87
A H Aug. 124 10 — 19.84
TR O 106,95 13086 1 11097 — .72
4 Nov 10896 13014 1J6.64 — 6.28
=] Dec. 106,98 13591 1 105.23 — 497
Egi;)?, s 10410 11446 12358 164 62 138.37 . 11382 878  — 1214
— . Jan. 93,70 11445 11493 15254 130,63 149,07 g1.68 - 832
- B Febh. 195,78 11446 11780 Hn 7‘} 1287 I’h 20 7918 | — 20.82
= JI. Mar. 10685 | 11446 12168 140,12 6.56 | To.0l |- 2091
moJ Apr, 9232 0 11445 1 12251 130,05 m.:z,z 30 | 14.70
# I May obgz  11hA46 to 87 L 11762 ~— 14,98
# b June 96.62 | 11446 11659 I 119.21 83.80 | — 16.11
s Jb Jaly 0216 11446 11884 oL 12,11 86.27 | — 10.89
A A Ang, 12107 1LE46 12441 1 125.25 .84 - 2016
H i Sep. | 11880 | 1446 . j270i Nk 1202) | 8152 | — 1048
4 Ok LU8HG 1LEAG | 120,03 1: 117.01 85,46 | — 1454
—H Moy, | 10326 146 13175 1 113.66 8708 1 12,02
47 Dee. | 10038 | 1E46 | 13460 N 111,39 80,77 | — 1022

* e AN ESAPYHE R

Th= yearly indexes nre computsd {rom the average yearly prices,
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APPENDIX

B P T 2R A TS BeR B B E Y IR ek
INDEX NUMBERS OF COST OF LIVING AND OF RETAIL PRICES
IN OTHER CITIES

A B TN ARG R AR B

1. Cost-of-Living Index Numbers of Shanghai Cotton Mill Workers

MEUEES: WM ERE Computing Agency: National Tariff Com~
mission, Shanghai,
Wsh: PRS0 ES24, K58, BHLLAEY, Commodities Included: 43 (Food, 24;
HMIHG) Clothing, 8; Rent, 1; Fuel and
Light; 4; Miscellaneous, 6)
AR TGS Formula Used: Weighted Avithmetic
Average (Weighted by Arbitrary
Constants) '
SigEn: RE 8 Base Period: 1926
HUBET: R, A TR R A B B Sources of Information: *“The Cost of
BERE Ul SR E Living Index Numbers in Shang-
ﬁfﬁ% hai,” and “Prices & Price Indexes in
—— Shanghai,” National Tariff Commis-
sion, Shanghai.
'g - : ; — : ,
. g [ Tl 2 = oan 0 WA OB # M LR L i
a]%erioéﬁ i %’ooﬁﬁ C{ét’b%”y %mﬁi | Fuel and | Miscella- | General
| = ~ Light | neous Index -
Rt 1926 1000 1000 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0
- J} Jan. | #9.0 | 101.8 99.6 ,‘ 101.4 98 3 93.7 -
- A Feb. | 93.0 “ 118 99,7 9.2 101.0 95.6
= Jj] Mar. | 94,1 100.5 94.8 . 98,1 1005 96.7
M 0 Apr 96.4 100.8 99.8 | 1011 101.1 98.4
4. A May. 93.6 1605 99.8 4b.7 100,8 96,5
% J1 Jone | 45.7 101.1 990.8 88.6 1031 97.4
% 0 July | 1013 994 - 99.9 9.0 1012 | 1001
A1 Aug 102.7 $9.4 1430.3 92.2 102.4 101.4
. H Sep. 110.0 49.4 30 | 95.0 101.7 1056.6
+ J1 Oct 1156.1 99.4 100.8 104.2 105.1 109.4
—H# Nov 103.0 98,1 100.3 115.9 G7.1 102.1
o Dee. : 99.2 7.8 100.3 ' 183.2 97.2 101.3
Bl 1927 1067 | 968 1008 | 1314 104.4 106.7
— B Jan. | 18 $6.9 100.2 144.6 97.4 108.0
= #B Feb. 126.0 96.7 100.5 ] 139.4 95.4 116.5
= JI Mar. 120.3 6.7 100.5 188.56 95.3 113.0
W Apr. 111.2 96.7 1005 126.5 5.6 107.1
A May. 101.2 46 6 w08 0 1271 96.5 101.7
4 H June 98.2 5.2 100.9 . 127.5 96.2 99.9
G B July 0 1107 976 1009 1965 61 107.1
A J1 Avg. | 1148 97.6 101.1 1 1857 99.4 110.4
Ju J Bep. ‘ 111.0 95 G 1011 , 134.6 1928 118.2
+ f Oct. 97.9 96,9 101.1 120,1 109.7 102.8
+—H Nov. | 899 98.4 101.1 | 116.4 123.9 100.4
+=H Dec. | 87.7 6.7 ; 101.1 | 121.6 127.6 100.2
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1. Cost-of-Living Index Numbers of Shanghai Cotton Mill Workers

—Continued
i i I 1

A . SO B s

B Ew | £ % | Ba o MR S
S ard 7 ) ! land | Miscelia-  Geuneral
Period Food . ! Clothing j Beng | Tight | neous | Index

| ‘ | o

R 1928 92.1 95.1 oLt | o1de | 1300 102.5
— J Jan. 90.8 97.8 101.0 114 6 1887 102.8
= A Feb, 96.3 97.5 101.0 110.5 131.3 105.0
= J| Mar. 92.6 94.6 101.0 1249 129.2 108.3
M B Apr 89.5 94.9 101.0 109.1 129.0 100.4
#i H May 88.4 95.4 101.0 105.4 121.8 98.0
% H June 87.8 94.1 101.0 107.1 124.1 08.2
Yz A July 93.2 94,1 101.0 108.8 126.2 101.8
A H Avg. | 901 94.1 101.3 118.8 126.6 100,65
Ju B Sep. 94.1 94,2 101.83 109.0 1885 104.8
4 H Oct. 98.9 95.6 1013 123.5 185.0 108.0
+—H] Nov, 90.8 95.1 101.3 124.9 138.7 103.3
+=H  Dec. 91.5 05.2 1018 120,7 181.7 102.9
B A4 1929 98.4 97.7 1021 118,2 136.4 107.9
~ A Jan, 92.5 95.2 101.4 192.5 134.3 104.9
= 0 Feb. 3.5 97.0 1008 1126 137.0 104.8
= B Mar, 91,5 97.8 0L 11%.0 108.7
BB Apr 8u.1 97.8 101.8 114.6 102.7
i A May 89.6 8.0 101.8 110.9 105.6
# A June 93.5 97.0 102, 143.8 105.4
4 B Jualy 94.8 97.0 1022 120.3 105.9
A B Aug 105.2 97,7 102.2 1201 111.7
Ju H Sep. 109 5 48,4 102.2 120.1 114.1
A Ot 110.3 98,7 102.4 196.8 114.6
=+ Nov. 1064 98.7 102.4 1146 1119
0  Dee. 1045 98.8 102.4 12,8 115
BB+ 1930 118.1 99.8 104.4 122.4 1214
- J1 Jan, 106.0 90,3 103.9 121.6 113.6
= H TFeb. 126.8 49.6 103.9 193.3 124.1
= A Mar. 192.0 99.3 104.4 120.9 122.2
Mo Apr. 12.0 99.6 104 4 115.9 120.8
H B May 119.9 99.3 104.5 117.9 120.7
A H June 110.2 99, 1 104.5 120.56 120.2
A A Jaly 130.0 100.9 104.5 127.0 129.5
A A ang. 125.5 100.7 104.5 122.6 1269
F B Sep. 127.1 100.2 104.5 127.2 128.1
+ 1 Oet 115.4 100.8 104.5 123.6 121.3
~+—J] Nov. 104.0 99.5 1045 126.8 1153
‘A Dee 100.8 99,0 104.5 119.6 1128
BE - 1931 107.5 108.3 106 0 133.6 125.9
— B Jan. 104.9 104.6 104.5 129.2 120.9
= i Feb. 122.0 109.3 1045 | 1442 136.0
= H Mar 117.4 105.4 1056 | 1426 132.2
M B Apr. 987 1077 105.6 182.7 121.3
#i. A May 8.7 108.2 105.6 125.0 120.3
# J June 99.6 110.2 | 105.6 128.3 121.0
“z J July 6.4 1108 | 1056 | 1284 119.2
A J1 Aug 1165 1090 | 1066 1295 | 1809
Ju B Sep. 124.4 1049 1073 | 1259 I 135.3
4 A Oect, 110.0 1086 1 1078 | 1983 Io127.3
+—J Nov, 108.2 1185 | 1073 | 1416 125.2
-+ Deec. 97.0 1088, | 1073 | 140.8 i 121.2
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2. Cost-of-Living Index Numbers of Laborers in Tientsin
BB KR A BEWR Computing Agency: Institute of Econo-

mics, Nankai University, Tientsin

IR W oRAaS 24, Ih 8, BARL 2, & Commodities Included: 40 (Food, 24;
¥ 4, Mo 2) Clothing, 8; Rent, 2; Fuel & Light,
4 Miscelloneous, 2)

AR B GE Y 152 TASETENE  Formula Used: Weighted Aggregative

Mgk REip Base Period: 1926
A RBERM AL BRGNS 3 Sources of Information: “Nunkai Weck-
' "PJL“*’? ﬂ»-:i‘]bﬂ ;’iﬂi )\f‘f%ﬂﬁ? ly Statistical Scrvice,” Iustitute of
4 Economics, Nunkui University, Ticu-.
tsii.
i%m s
i ! ; P - [ s s |
B‘? }éfj | ﬁ' 7 J HE M . i I*‘&W;l ajfd g Bl ﬁ%weﬁ- ? f?eniir?ﬁ
Period \ Fooa :: Clothing Light | Kent | laneous '% Index
1 i
m@+ﬁm ' ,
160 60 100.00 100.0¢ 100.00 100.00 100,00
- January 98.25 47.40 107.28 £6.61 07.72 9857
-~ H Febroary 96,]3 97.40 105,64 98.52 96.98 0657
= J March 4412 . 9841 103.82 08.52 91.10 94.65
Qq H April G4 72 97.92 10382 498.52 a1.10 05.20
i H May 97.77 90 54 97.82 98,52 91.10 97.80
% B June 46,57 £9 50 u8.22 - 100,04 91.10 96.72
d i July 97.24 101.88 46.48 101.28 105,80 97.57
A H Avgust 07.69 101.92 96.48 101.25 105.80- 97,79
J J September 9946 103.48 07.83 101,93 105.80 99.48
+ B October 109.77 101.78 95.50 101,93 105.07 108,90
-+—H November 166.28 101 88 55.68 101.23 105.07 105.65
-+ H  December 106,75 100.10 97.66 108.14 11682 | 10623 .
R4
1927 108.95 101.63 102.20 110.46 119.24 108.59
~ J] Januvary 110.14 97.43 10716 814 11899 109.53
= B February 104,61 97.43 103.28 108.14 118.26 104.79
= H March 102.54 101.81 96.88 110.59 112.88 102 48
g B April 103 02 102.74 G887 . 11039 112 58 102,95
# H May 104.40 102,73 160.14 11059 112 38 10429
R H June 102.68 104.44 10014 11039 11258 10274 ~
5 B July 105.55 104,47 108.24 | 11128 11288 103,68
A B August 105.15 104.47 1138.24 111,28 112.58 105.16
H. B September 107.92 101,32 161.94 | 111.28 11238 107.61 -
-+ H October 120,25 10058 10267 | 11128 11978 119.04
-t=+H1 November 118,258 10087 | 110.74 | 111.28 159.57 117,50 -
+=H December 12468 | 10091 | 10463 | 11128 | 147.66 128.26 - -
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2. CO/S&Of-lemg Index Numbers of Laborers in Tientsin
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(#51)

—Continued
gricﬁ %o tﬁh ({5{1 {” i 1 Fﬁl ﬁd B;;', ‘ ﬂl 1 I@%sc}e}ll- i(%ei%rﬁ
¢ othing l Light tent E, laneous Index

Elﬁi‘«b«ﬁa 1928 113.37 117.97 106.44 120.19 12353 113.29
- January 123,24 119.04 107.12 121.50 §93,40 192,54
o H February 123,08 119,00 106.62 121.50 133.40 122.87
= A March 122,05 114.17 100.68 121.50 122.67 121.00
M H April 119.80 116.28 101.55 121,50 124,14 119.02
# B May 118.97 116.97 100.48 121.50 122.67 118.5%
# H June 112.62 117.55 104.65 119.25 122.67 11249
X H July 109.00 118.19 108.53 119.25 118.26 109.10
A A Auvgust 107.43 118.19 102,59 119.25 117.52 107.60
Ju H September 106.51 121,93 110.85 119.25 188.84 107.23
-+ H October 107.66 117.83 107.19 119.25 122.67 108.03
-+—H November 105,49 120,22 100.42 119.25 122-67 106.14
+B December 109.55 116.34 122.80 119.25 123.40 110.89

BBl A4 1929 11583 118.08 124.46 119.18 114.11 116.28
- January 118.63 120,01 129,44 115.61 129.28 118.80
2 B February 1z2.31 120.62 195.57 119.47 121.20 122 58
= H March 120,64 120.76 124.60 120.57 121.93 120,81
M B April 118,66 121.00 130.67 120,36 121.93 119.23
H J May 108.59 120.62 126.75 120.36 110.96 109.55
3% B June 107.55 116.89 126.77 118.70 110.21 108,68
A July 105.43 115.52 121.06 118.70 107.27 108,46
A R Avgust 110.72 116.46 122.78 118.70 108.01 111.43
Ju B September 121.58 116,40 12G.25 118,70 112,38 121.75
-+ B Ociober 118.95 116.71 195.68 110.47 112,58 119.18
“}—J] November 118.535 116.09 120.14 120.19 107.27 118.34
= December 8.8 115586 117.79 119.56 106.54 118.66

T,

R+ 1930 118.31 109, %5 138.29 118.95 139.11 121,50
—~+ J Janvary 25 2 118.74 123.41 142.51 119.08
==} February 11987 195.58 135.90 119.08
= JI March 118,40 a7.29 118.41 182.92 118.11
W ] April 120,75 97.56 118,41 152.06 120,52
# JI May 115.52 199.98 118.14
. June 115.69 128,70 117.59
N July 117.01 131.31 11737
A J1 Auvguost 117.01 l»/ 120.80
Jv B Beptember 119.85 126.G4
“+ H October 118.87 122.4
+~+H Novemher 190144 116, Ito
“+2 /1 December 119.17 112.614

&E-n%ﬁ 1931 108.48 115.06 110,33
- January 111.69 11954 113.18
= }I February 116.81 120.53 118.28
= J1 Mareh G 1920.48 116,85
Mo April : 117.550 116,58
i H May 11651 111.50
% A June 119.68 11153
= H July 112.68 106.60
A August 104.33 112.17 106,31
Ju B September 107.79 112,17 10956
-+ H  October 10445 ; 112.17 1(6.36
+—J November 101.24 126, 68 112.17 : 103.25
“+—=H December 102.14 126.78 112.17 143.25 108.79
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3. Cost-of-Living Index Numbers of Laborers in Peiping .

wnieE . JLPak g mERT Computing Agency: Séciul Research
Department, Peiping
Wi . =FA (REY 23, KE T, BHL 1, Commodities Included: 38 (Food, 22;
YAEE 4, B S Clothing, 7; Rent, 1; Fuel & Light,
by Miscelluneous, 38).
SRS MERLAE (B 48 T AT Formula Used: Weighted Aggregative
RERBEY)
SR ED . REBlH-R4e Base Period: 1927
Mg . “An Index of the Cost of Living Sources of Information: “An Index of‘,
in Peiping”, by Simon Yang, the Cost of Living in. Peiping,”
Social Research Department, Soc.al Research De )arthcént Chinu-
China Foundation, Peiping,1928, ) e I T
B R Foundation, Peiping,
LR RBEDE
| & Do oam | ' y | | i B
W 10 s Kk % B oA MR BB R
i 3 STPRRG s | Fuel and | Migeel- | Geveral
Period J Food : Clothing { Bent | Light | laneous ’ Index
BA-1eg » !
1926 103.7 95.3 1000 98.2 963 1020
— J  Jannary 103.8 98.7 100 0 106.0 w7.1 1025
o H February 104.5 93.7 100.0 06,7 07.2 1082
= J  March 102.4 94.5 100 0 1000 857 1012
g April 111.7 LR 100.0 a96.0 958  107.6
i May 117.8 949 100.0 08.2 462 1121
s B Jduone 108.6 (RN 1000 , 95 6 5.6 105.2
e B July 1011 2 2] 1000 96,2 49651 949,59
A B August 98.8 94.9 100.0 94,7 95.8 97.8
Jt H September 97.9 4.9 100.0 94.9 96.8 97.5
- 1 October 98.8 97.8 100.0 93.6 496.6 98.3
-t} November 100.5 97.4 100.0 91 96.6 100.0°
“+=E  December 98.6 97.4 160.0 98.2 96.5 98.6
i i
1927 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0
~= J} Janwvary 97.4 7.6 100.0 45.5 97.2 97.5
R F¥ebroary 99.0 ag7.6 1000 95.0 48,0 98.6
= H March 99.5 99,1 10,0 94.9 98.9 ool
o H April 101.6 100.6 0.0 U3 08,8 1018
7. 0 May 94.9 1006 100.0 959 | 994 99.6
# A Juve 99.8 100.6 100.0 97.2 49.8 907
T July 99.5 100.6 100.0 98.7 100.1 99.6
A Aungust 99.2 100.6 100.0 99.6 100.0 | 99.5
Ju B September 99.0 100.8 100.0 101.2 100.8 99,4
-+ H October 104,2 100.6 100.0 108.2 1027 108.8
-} November HiZ 5 100.8 0040 109.7 102.3 1028
t+—H December 98.4 100.6 100.0 109.2 102.2 90.8
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3. Cost-of-Living Index Numbers of Laborers in Peiping—Continued

(%1)

| N I I E : £ 7

53 % %00?%’ Cﬁfhﬁ %e é%l Bjxle zﬂd i f{ﬁiseﬁ- *Eeiger%

Perio g Light | laneous Index
R@»h{:&f. 1928 101.5 105.3 91.3 109.4 104.7 101.6
~ J| January 96.6 101.0 98.9 109.6 104.4 98.5
= B VFebruary 96.5 101.3 98.9 107.9 103.8 098.2
= H March 98.0 101.8 98,1 108.0 104.6 99.3
B April 101.2 101.3 93.4 108.3 104.8 101.1
#. H May 100.4 101.8 93:4 108.3 104.9 100.6
%% B June 104.9 104.4 93.4 1113 105.6 104.4
2 B July 107.7 103.2 88.2 113.5 105.7 108.0
A B Angust 107.5 104.5 882 1116 105.2 105.7
Ju J]. September 103.1 108.4 56.8 108.4 105.1 102.5
4 H - October 101.1 1138 85.6 109.2 1047 101.6
+—H November 8.9 109.3 85.6 105.4 103.1 99.2
FH ' December 102.4 118.2 85.6 111.2 104.9 102.6
B Adp 1929 107.6 1145 826 1143 1111 106.5

— B January 102.2 1157 84.1 110.7 105.4 102,83
= A February 106,7 113.1 84.1 © 1140 105.9 105.8
= H March 107.1 115.2 84.1 116.2 106.0 106.4
M R April 107.5 115.3 88.6 11(;.5 105.8 106.7
i A May 103.0 117.0 80.9 151 114.1 105.4
# B June 101.6 116.5 80.9 1M 114.1 102.4
4 B July 108.9 1157 80.9 114.1 118.9 103.9
A H Auvgust 110.4 1157 80.9 114.2 114.3 108.5
Ju } September 112.3 114.5 83.1 113.9 118.9 109.9
+ H October 116.8 118.2 881 112.7 118.6 112.8
~}—B November 111.0 112,2 83.1 118.7 113.4 108.7
+=J1 December 109.3 111.6 88,1 114.9 1128.4 107.5
RS Fuse 1930 1118 1131 827 116.7 114.0 109.6
-} January 110.0 111.4 83, 115.1 115.6 108.0
—~ B Febroary 112.0 111.4 83 114.3 118.7 109.4
= H March 115.7 112.2 83. 11L7 113.5 112.0
M B April 117.8 113.2 83, 1083 113.4 118.2
# A May 114.8 118.2 82, | 1185 111.6
% A June 118.6 1131 83. 86 110.9
4 B Jaly 117.4 113.4 82, . I 1158 113.9
A B Angost 116.0 118.8 332, E 114.2 112.6
Jt. A September 113.3 118.5 82 2, ! 114.7 1112
4+ B October 113.4 113.9 %2.8 | 1155 1117
+--H November 102.0 114.1 82,3 1197 | 1151 108.0
-+ December 95.7 114.2 82.3 1175 113.6 98.3
B e 1931 92.5 114 4 83.9 1131 1158 95.8

~— J Jannary 92.7 114.0 82,3 116.9 115.0 951
% B February 5.4 113.5 §2.3 121.8 116.0 498.4
= J1 Mareh G654 118.5 82.3 116.4 115.6 98,7
MoH April 97.5 114.7 82.5 109.5 115.4 98.9
. §| May 91.8 114.2 82.5 108.4 115.1 04.7
% H Juone 93.4 114.2 82.8 111.4 116.2 9.1
Y B Jualy 90.4 114.2 §2.8 1111 116.0 0.9
A B August 89.6 113,5 86.0 111.6 115.9 93.8
Ju H September 94.9 114.8 86.0 114.4 116.6 G7.4
-+ B October 94.8 115.1 86.0 112.9 116.4 97.8
~+—J November 87.2 115,4 86.0 112.3 115.9 92.2
+=H December 85.9 115.8 86.0 111.3 115.8 91.2
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Index Numbers of Retail Prices in Nankmg

Computing Agency: Bureau of Soctub
Affairs, Nonking . .

Commodities Included: 98 (Food, 57;
Clothing, 12; Fuel and Light, 14{
Miscellancous, 10}

Formiila Used: Simple -Geometric Mean

Base Period: 1426

Sourees of Information: “Monthly Priee
Statisties,” Ministry of Industries,
Nanking

fxr &1 Food

o B *’“ oS | M

|
I
. , | E
Period kg i < % oo - i . C}oth fmd Migcel. General
- " - = ﬂl ZF‘ j‘tj 34
Cirealg t\;ﬁ%:n Mcutq Pruits \Onhers Average e lt Aght laneom Index
i b ?
l
— H Lm, 941 79.1 [ 93.2 90 1 92.6 | 856 96.3 2
= 5 Febo 1027 | 924 | 1049 93 | 038 | sod o6 | o7
= H Mar. . 106.9 90,1 106.8 98.9 958 | 0.1 . 943 ¢ 97.2
O Apr. 1053 | 783 1018 ghd | o044 | 9L3 | 932 | 93.9
a0 J May | 1002 | 912 1oy 965 | 944 | 980 | 932 | 863
01 dune 841 1129 18 1016 0 894 | 10L9 | 10618 | 1002
B oJuly . 959 0 893 1157 985 925 | 1070 999 | 952
A ] Avg.| 942 1150 1020 990 L 945 | 1037 981 ; 989
ho B Rep. 992 1020 0 9y.2 00,7 L1062 | 1087 0 107.6 | 1023
G B Oct. | 999 1047 | 844 L 100,9 ¢ 1184 | 1096 1039 | 103.4
©ocp—Ji Nov.| 9U8 91,0 80.7 S8BT ! 1110 | 1091 1063 | 999
b9 Dee. 10L1 | 950 882 99.1 | 107.2 | 1109 1053 | 1016
IR
1927
= J] Jan. 1034 | 1262 1001 | 109.7 | 107.2 0 117.2 104 1101 -
O Febo 1021 15901 913 1118 | 106.6 | 1210 ;%.;'7 1.7
= W Mar | 1153 13000 600 1A7 1677 | 1182 1om1 1143
WO Apr. 1000 1106 1062 171 1100 | 1354 1188 | 1180
i J] May | 11LS S31 0 o7 2 1888 1054 | 1432 | jor4 | 1180
73 H June 1057 822 1026 | 1985 1204 1065 | 1018 | 1468 | 114 i1
1 July | 1065 0 1149 1272 1503 121 1207 112w | 1818 126.2
Ao W Aug b VILT 1553 0 1319 1477 1306 | 1206 | 1194 | 1520 134.4
}:, ;} Hep | 107.2 | 1580 | 1169 1377 | 1207 | 1194 | 1850 155.2
] Oct. 967 0 1805 1029 1402 1100 1197 | 1681 1256
*kwf} Nov | 641 7.4 G946 1415 0 1030 1182 | 1857 1145
“+R Dee 917 1007 | 108.0 186.2 1 1086 | 1181 | 1287 114.0
i et
1928 «
— J Jan.| 994 | 1116 ! 147.6 | 1154 | 1225 | 1283 | 1304 8
= ) Febo| o926 1610 177 1820 | 1248 | 1170 | 1363 }23 }.322,3
= J] Mar| 1007 | 164.0 9 1310 | 1298 | 1105 | 1429 | 1328 | 1291
WOJE Apr.| 1064 | 1159 212 | 1810 | 1219 | 1071 | 1434 | 1316 | 1235
# J May| 1003 | 1227 210 1974 1193 | 103.9 | 1456 | 1340 | 1215
< f Tanel od6 | 1208 813 0 1251 0 1179 | 1108 | 1314 | 13592 | 1203
+ B July 953 1174 §2.2 0 1305 1170 0 1119 ] 1351 | 1474 | 1212
AW Aug | Su6 1Lz | $6.4 1285 L 114 LILG 1976 | 1827 | 1197
o Jl Sep. . sL1 0 1459 200 1287 1175 1108 1 1566 | 1307 0 1908
0 Oet. | 871 13Tl 850 1287 0 1IS® | 1004 | 1228 | 1310 1198
+— Nov. 923 1277 236 1386 1201 1098 | 1303 1333 | 1214
+=B Dec. | 651 133 3.9 1830 1202 | 1077 ) 1460 | 1352 | 123.0
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4. Index Numbers of Retail Prices in Nanking—Continued

1 B % Food ;
! . !
e | E;&a%’; B o s
Period iﬁk w v 2] 1% s JC MR M Cloth- I;Zgl Miscel- [General
TOerea]s f,a?)glz; Meats i Fruits | Others Avemge§ ing | gy |laneour Index
i H
BB+ A | ,
1929: !
-~ B Jan,| 1057 | 1815 | 1423 | 117.3 | 186.] i 183.8 | 109.6 | 149.6 | 130.0 | 1338
= B Feb, | 1108 | 160.1 | 1455 | 1158 | 1309 | 131.8 | 1240 | 1518 | 1204 | 181.9
= H Mar.| 111.0 | 1200 | 139.0 | 1025 | 126.6 @ 1221 1240 | 159.1 | 130.3 | 1281
MOA Apr.| 10785 0 140.3 | 1825 96,7 | 1242 | 1224 | 1238 @ 1443 | 120.0 1263
HOA May 1069 ; 1067 | 133.0 | 1108 | 1195 1156 | 1217 127.86 1221
# f-Jdune 1135 | 1166 | 137.2 1155 | 1171 1195 1231 130.8 1257
4 Jj July 111.2 1182 | 1450 889 1 1168 | 1174 1289 130.8 | 123.6 |
A B Aug., 1227 ! 1€1.0 | 1664 | 1010 | 1176 1504 0 1239 1812 1817
Jro B Bep. | 1201 @ 1584 | 1348 99.6 | 119.9 1256 120.8 181.1 1828
+ A Oct. | 116.7 L1828 1 1892 10590 1 122.6 0 1238 1218 128.0  126.5
-1 —J] Nov.| 113 1260 | 1228 97,8 | 1280 1199 | 1212 151.2 © 123.5
“+f Dec. | 1260 1878 | 1546 ; 1078 | 181.2 140.0 @ 126.8 140.9 %140.1
Bl
1930 ]
— Jl Jan.| 1308 | 183.7 | 166.1 | 100.8 | 140 145.6 | 125.4 1594 | 1464 1445 -
= J Feb.y 1338 | 2071 | 1239 | 1136 | 133, 140.2 | 1247 143.7 1398
= Mar.| 137.1 | 202.8 | 1324 | 100.0 | ¥ 1420 | 1955 140.6 | 140.9
WA Apr.! 1487 | 178.0 | 1205 | 101.8 | 1324 1380 127.2 132.8 1387
H A May| 147.2 | 1554 | 1280 | 97.6 | 1234 | 133.2 | 122.2 59| 1305 | 1361
7 A June| 1322 | 1159 | 126.2 | 1233 | 1254 1248 25.0 165.7 + 1957 | 120.2
A 8 July | 1864 0 1645 | 1822 | 1153 | 14068 139.1 0 12003 | 1711 | 1248 | 138.8
A A Aug. 1268 | 136.7 | 1407 | 117.0 | 1297 131.0 @ 1240 169.8 | 125.2 @ 1387
. B Sep. | 108.1 | 1236 | 138.2 | 118.2 | 130.6  123.7 | 1231 177.9 | 12756 130.6
-+ H Oect, 949 | 1564 | 1117 | 1158 | 1873 124,56 127.6 164.2 | 1320 130.4
S Nov,| 93.1 15908 | 1158 | 1048 | 1448 12008 1237 156.8 | 127.2 126.0
+=H Dec. 96.1 136.6 | 111.4 | 106.1 144.8 12008 1 1229 J 163.9 | 135.1 | 1277

1 Ao~ ARUETALBRRESATH.
Beginning from January, 1931, the Cost-of Living Index Numbers of Laborers
are compiled. See next page.

2 FRIELIN R L
Before 1930, the Index Numberg are compiled by the Statistics Division,
Ministry of Industries, Nanking,
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Computing Agency:

iR W

Cost-of-Living Index Numbers of Laborers in Nanking

Affairs, Nanking

Commodities Included:

Weighted Arithmetic

59

Burean of Social

AR miERIRTY Formula Used:
- Mean
b i 1080 Base Period: 1930
f P y - |
i &y Bi_)(‘)l)

w m Ty PR t{:@ﬂ?l‘mﬁ&lm At

Y i i | 5 5 5 s Cloth- ue iscel-| reneéra

Period J ﬂ{re%ﬁ? Veuge- | Mot , )Ié gi Aves mg ; Rene 1:ight laneom [ndex

!‘““' j table | ° b ! 1 rage | - I e

y |
Bl =164

1931 ! , .
~ } Jan, 6499 9904 103.93 IO&L?S, 88.86 | 111.50 100,00 | 128.36 | 106.63 | 94.74
= A Feb, 66.42 1 159.21 ] 109.63 II 2210 9141 11418 10000 | 11893 | 10891 09.58
= H Mar. | 70.821 127.61 | 104.65 | 103. 47 | 88.84 105.80 | 100,00 | 11699 | 107.99 | 97.11
Ja J Apr. | 70,65 16625 102 40 | 104.95 . 95.21 109,13 | 100.00 | 11421 | 103.71 | 94.91
#i J] May | 7001 15193 10221  197.31 | 109.44 | 10492 10000 | 111.02 | 11588 | 100.93
#° J1 June: 7080 17838 8549 100.72, 89.90 10484 10000 116.62 | 121.58 A 101, 05
£ J July | 8192 20501 8622 85495  96.% 105,87 | 10000 : 114.54 | 110,19 | 101,73
A Aug. | SR.B8 | 21V.87 | 8774 94 10 lU» 10743 100.00 | 110.30 | 96,53 | 102.27
Ju N Sep. | 98891 209.07| 9206 | 78. 0* 105, 108.19 | 100.00 | 108,353 | 101.05 | 104,20
+ H Oect, 9363 | 208,791 816 | 11Z.75 106, ‘H 113.85 100,90 113.38 | 112,15 | 108.82
-} Nov, | 126.63 12302 103,01 51.17 f 108(’:’4; 108,76 | 100,00 | 10654 | 106.95 | 107, 22
o Dee, 10714 1166850 8899 8A.24 93.63; 11031 10000 | 10959 | 126 58 | 104.02
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“Index Numbers of Retail Prices in Canton

Computing Agency: Municipality of
Canton

Commodities Included: 50 (Food, 31;
Clothing, 8; Fuel and:Light, 4;
Miscellaneous, 7)

Formula Used: Simple Geometric ’Mc%m
Base Period: 1926

Bources of Information: “Statistical
Bulletin,” Municipality of Canton

£ # FOOD | |
By M [ i % =Y R S MR
Period % ?ﬁ% | Py | Olom- Fuel & | Miscel- |General
Rice | Meat ,V‘iﬁi?' Others zzivemgu ing | Light [laneous| Index

L BB aAr "' ; ’
oo 1926 1600 | 1000 | 1000 | 1600 ' 1000 1000 = 10600 1000 | 1000
iyt
C 1927 955 | 1031 | 1061 | 1168 106.5 997 | 927 1025 | 103.8
B e 1 ‘
. 1928 9.8 | 106.6 | 1080 | 1222  109.6 986 | 829 @ 1268 | 107.6
it i 1

1929 101.6 1131 1154 1222 - 1142 96,2 858 1127 108 4
-~ J Jan. | 1022 | 1123 | 117.8 | 1203 1140 97.6 | 881 @ 1070 | 107.8
— K Feb. | 1012 | 1134 | 1231 | 1196 1153 976 &G4 10822 1087
= A Mar. 1012 | 1126 | 1250 | 1188 1153 933 . 864 | 1082 . 1088
M OB Apr. 998 | 1099 | 1446 | 1210 1195 974 . 860  LIOR | 1114
#. H May 98.2 | 1057 | 1502 | 1187 1184 974 880 122 1111
#: J Jupel 97.9 105.8 | 1148 | 1176 110.1 971 883 1120 0 1061
4 A Jaly | 960 | 1267 | 1047 | 1190 1120 948 789 1175 1 1067
A A Awg | 969 | 1194 95.3 | 1226 @ 109.0 95.0 @ 785 1164 | 104.8
Ju A Sep. i 102.2 | 1187 | 1130 | 1238 1154 95.5 821 1155 @ 109.0
4+ 0 Oct. | 1066 | 11560 | 107.0 | 1276 1150 935 845 1136 | 109.3
+—J} Nov. 1080 | 1109 97.6 | 1278 0 1LL7 954 886 1158 1075
+0 Dec. | 1096 | 1088 | 1054 | 1302 1145 946 1011 1160 | 1102
E@ M‘f‘«

111.0 | 1165 1195 | 1265 1193 1613 1211 1142

— j] Jan 114.0 | 118.2 | 1194 | 1300 1202 106.4 1142 1139
2 F Feb. | 1169 | 1204 | 1205 | 1257 ¢ 1214 109.6 1178 1152
= J Mar, | 1081 | 1265 | 1083 | 1220 . 1165 106.9 1215 | 1127
WO Apr. | 1150 | 1229 | 1398 | 1920 . 1953 96.8 | 1222 | 1168
¥ B May | 1181 | 1195 | 1522 | 1229 1281 951 © 1214 | 1183
A J June| 1200 | 119.8 986 1254 | 1160 95.3 12!.4 111.2
B July 1192 | 1174 | 1099 | 1309 119.9 01.2 | 1222 115.0
A H Aug. | 1121 1111 118.9 | 1295 115.0 o 100.8 0 19223 114.6
Ju H Sep. | 11L2 | 1102 1180 | 1 1183 . 100 1003 1223 1141
4+ A Cet. | 1047 | 1124 1291 198, 1199 | 1003 1008 121.7 | 1151
+—J Nov. 961 | 1135 1182 | 1231 1155 1005 © 1021 1282 | 1129
+H Deec. 98.8 | 113.0 | 107.6 | 1262 | 1126 | W05 . 1022 . 1239 | 1112
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We expected to put out this publication at the end of January this
year. When, on January 28, our publisher, the Commercial Press,
promised to get ready with everything in two or three days, we could not
refrain from our joy that this piece of our years’ patient work was soon
to appear before the public, whose approval and criticisms we have so
eagerly awaited. The next day, the Press was levelled to the ground
under the ruthless attack of Japanese bombers.” Among the incalculable
losses was this well-nigh completed publication of ours. The same fate
befell to another publication of ours, entitled “Industrial Disputes, Not
Including Strikes and Lockouts, Greater Shanghai, 1930,” before it was
half-way completed. It took us months to prepare a new manuscript of
the present publication with necessary revisions and additions; the data of
1931 are added, and the index numbers extend now over a period of six
vears. Mr. William C. Wood, who had been taking care of the collection
of data for the study, resigned his post last spring. It is through the
effort of Mr. D. L. Ting, who under the intense situation was able to
secure the price quotations regularly, that the work was not interupted
throughout the period of warfare,

a

T. Y. TsHA,.

SHANGHAI, JUNE, 1931,
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FOREWORD

In presenting the Cost of Living of the workers in Shanghai to the
public we consider it an opportune moment to point out a few facts
regarding the labor situation and our progress in the work of statistics.
This is only the fourth year since we first started investigations in this
city., Yet the results have yielded interesting and significant facts which
may be set forth as follows:

In the first place a study of labor unrest in the past few years reveals
the close correlation between political and social developments, and
especially of the important effects of labor legislation and administration.
For example, great excitement prevailed in the labor world in the years of
the great revolutionary upheaval of 1927 and 1928, and the presence of
communistic elements seriously aggravated the disturbances and made
settlement of disputes extremely difficult. But the Government has since,
by ecreating and enforcing various labor laws, helped to reduce labor
conflicts or to effect their speedy settlement. Labor unrest may be said to
have passed from the excited years of 1927 and 1928 to the comparative
calm of 1929 and 1930. Particularly interesting are the laws for labor
organizations which do not provide for a general labor union for all indus-
tries in a city. Such organizations have been the seats of trouble. A labor!
union, however, may he organized for an industry, and this provision has
so far proved its value by satisfactory application. In these cases govern-
ment action has definitely tended to create a better situation, and it
constitutes a positive refutation of the assumption that economic or
intellectual undertakings of the people could be successful only if free
from government supervision,

In the second place the results of our investigations in wages, hours
of labor, cost of living and standard of living reveal in exact figures the
true status of labor. Shanghal boasts of a labor force of 285,000 workers
in the twenty-one main industries of which the textile is the foremost in
magnitude and importance, the cotton spinning industry alone employing
40 per cent of the total number of factory workers in the city. Of this
well-nigh a third of a million workers, 30 per cent are men; 60 per cent,
women; and 10 per cent, children. The preponderous proportion of
women is due to their peculiar adaptability to textile and cigarette
manufacturing, and also to the lower wages they command.

The great majority of these laborers work from 11 to 12 hours per
day, and generally with only 2 or 3 days off a month instead of Sundays.

iii
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Their wage averages per hour are; for men, $0.073; for women, $0.044;
and for children, $0.034.

The average expenditure per month for a family of 4.62 persons or
3.28 equivalent adults, Atwater scale, is $37.86. Of this sum the family
has to spend $20.13, or 53.2 per cent, for food; $2.83, or 7.5 per cent, for
clothing; $3.15, or 8.3 per cent, for rental; $2.42, or 6.4 per cent, for fuel
and light; leaving $9.33, or 24.6 per cent for all other expenses. The last
named figure seems not too low a one when compared with similar studies
in other countries. This includes education, recreation, accidentals,
medicine, social, religious, and festival occasions, these latter items, though
dropped from the computation of index numbers due to the lack of a
clearly defined standard for measuring their price movements, being as
much a necessity as food and fuel in a country like China with her old
customs and traditions.

Thirdly, there are two outstanding facts occurring in 1930 that call
for our attention. First, there was an unusual rise in the cost of living
in 1930. There was a general increase of 16.7 per cent over 1926, the
base year; and an increase of 17.4 per cent in the item of food alone in
1930 over 1929, a fact that must have told very hard on the workers. At
‘the same time the proportion of strikes and disputes due to wage disagree-
ments in 1980 also showed a sudden increase of almost 20 per cent as
compared with 1929. Thus there seems to be some correlation between the
two, and it inclines one to believe that labor complaints at present are due
more to economic conditions than to mere class agitation.

1930 further witnesses the Government’s effort to better the industrial
conditions by getting ready to enforce the Factory Law. This Law sets
certain limitations on hours, wages, child and woman labor, and provides
for welfare work, security against accidents, and a factory council rep-
resenting both employer and employee. Although the conditions of labor
are not satisfactory as have been set forth in the preceding section, great
numbers of factory owners declared the regulations to be impractical, and
so its enforcement was postponed to August'1, 1931. It is true that
business conditions are depressing, and young industries have to be nurt-
ured with great care. But better treatment would decrease friction and
increase labor efficiency and productivity, which would be an economic
gain for all concerned, and by the time this book goes out to the public
we hope the feasibility of the measure will have been demonstrated.

So much for the political, legislative and the economic aspects of the
labor situation. We shall now say a word in regard to the method and
progress of our investigations.
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We are now publishing for the first time figures on the cost of living
of workers in this city. In addition we have published for 1930, as for
previous years, strikes and lockouts, wages and hours of labor, ete.
Similar treatises on some of these subjects have been published by various
organizations and institutions for Peiping, Tientsin, Nanking, Canton, etc.,
and we are glad to see that most authors with certain adaptations have
fallen in with the methods of investigation and compilation as outlined by
the International Labor Office or adopted by other leading countries on
labor statistics. There is a tendency toward standardization of methods
and the sooner this is done the easier will the comparative study of labor
statistics become, Works on wages and hours of labor, however, are
particularly scarce in this country, and we hope institutions and organ-
izations the country over will make efforts toward their compilation.

For the same reason the reader will find that we have adopted in this
publication the new standards of weights and measures known as the
“Market System,” which is based upon the Metric System, to be enforced
on July 1, 1931. Hence our figures, in retail prices, for instance, may
not be identical with quotations then prevailing in the markets. But for
the sake of standardization we feel we are called upon to promote the
standard system advocated by the Government.

As to the scope of inquiry and the detailed analysis of the account
books recorded during the investigation, they will be found in another
book, “The Standard of Living of Laborers, Greater Shanghai,” which
will immediately follow as a supplement to the present study.

But these investigations form only the first stage of our work. So
far the results are very encouraging. But we expect to continue and
extend the investigations in accordance with the plans and projects laid
down. Preliminary surveys of some other important items in the project
have already begun, and our plan for the immediate future includes inten-
sive investigations into some of the leading industries of this city such
as cotton spinning, silk reeling, ete.

We appreciate the patient work and the intelligent codperation of
our staff members, and especially of Mr. D. L. Ting, on Strikes and
Lockouts; of Mr, William C. Wood, on the Standard and Cost of Living; of
Mr. D. L. Ting and Mr. Luther C. T. Mao, on Wages and Hours of Labor;
of Mr. S. Z. Chow, on Industrial Disputes that do not lead to Strikes and
Lockouts, ete.  For the present publication we owe a great debt to the 305
families who had, in the course of a year, continually and willingly supplied
us with detailed records of their daily income and expenditure, and to the
stores and markets from which the families get their supplies, which have
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been and are still regularly supplying us with the necessary price quota-
tions.- The original manuscript of this publication in Chinese was prepared
by Mr. William C. Wood of our staff. It is gratifying to find that he has
so faithfully and conscientiously carried out the work in accordance with
the plan laid down for it. The English translation was rendered by Mr.
C. H. Fei who has taken great pains to give a correct version of the
original. Space does not permit the mention of the names of other mem-
beérs who have taken part in the collection and computation of data in
connection with this work. Deep gratitude is also due to Dr. Franklin
Ho, Director, Nankai University Committee on Social and Economic Re-
Tientsin; Mr. T. Sheng of National Tariff Commission, Ministry of
Finance; Dr. J. C. Chao of Ministry of Railways, Nanking; Prof. L. K.
Tao of the Institute of Social Research, China Foundation for the Pro-
motion of Education and Culture, Peiping; Dr. D. K. Lieu, Director,
Bureau of Statistics, National Government Comptroller Office, Nanking;
and Prof. P. B. Sullivan of St. John's University, Shanghai, who kindly
read over the manuscript and suggested valuable improvements and
corrections. In acknowledging the faithful and hearty cobéperation of all
parties for the past and present may we plead for their enthusiastic
support for the future.

T. Y. TsHA.

SHANGHAI, JUNE, 1931.



PREFATORY NOTE

One important essential factor to the solution of any problem is a
knowledge of the facts surrounding that problem. China is now at the
inception of modern industrialism. Its old economic balance had broken
down and is now in the process of being replaced by something more
modern. It would be unfortunate indeed if the Chinese people in emerg-
ing into a modern industrial state were obliged to make the costly mistakes
which marked the evolution of industrialism in the Occident. They should
place themselves in a position to take from the treasure house of the
experiences of Western peoples such lessons as may be helpful to them.
A study such as Mr. T. Y. Tsha is conducting should assist greatly in
paving the way to a proper appraisement of conditions obtaining in
industrial China, thereby making it possible for the Chinese people
intelligently to apply to the solution of their problems the experiences of
the more advanced industrial nations.

JULEAN ARNOLD.
OFFICE OF COMMERCIAL ATTACHE
Bureau orF ForeiGN AND Domestic COMMERCE

U. 8. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
SHANGHAIL, JULY, 1931,

vii






PREFACE

“So far as is known, nowhere in the world was there, prior to 1914,
a price index based on a bhalanced family budget and with retail prices
weighted according to consumption.” The compilation of the cost of
living index number is, therefore, a natural outcome of the Great War;
for during that great episode of history the monetary inflation has pro~
gressed so far that the cost of living, relative to 1913 as the base, has
more than doubled in the belligerent nations of the West. By 1920 the
index has reached the peak in almost all of these countries, being 200 for
the United States, 252 for the United Kingdom, 841 for France, and
442 for Italy.? This rapid and none the less violent rise in the cost of
living, which calls forth various attempts to compile index numbers for
its measurement, whether by the government agencies or by the private
institutions, has resulted, as early as the year 1925, in the compilation of
the cost of living indices in as many as 31 countries, namely, 24 in Europe,
2 in North America, Africa and Australia respectively, and 1 in Asia.?
Even in an industrially backward nation such as India, an index number
of the cost of living of the working class in Bombay has been published
ever since 1922, which is based on a budgetary inquiry of 2,473 families
and 603 men living alone,—an inguiry which, according to the Inter-
national Labor Office, “was based on a larger number of budgets than any
other similar inqury in other countries for any single city at one particular
period.”’*

In China, the compilation of the cost of living index numbers remained
a novelty until the appearance of the Peiping index on the first of January,
1929, This index, as compiled by the Social Research Institute, was
rapidly followed by two other indices in July 1930,—the one for Tientsin
by the Nankai Institute of Economics and the other for Shanghai by the
National Tariff Commission of the Ministry of Finance. The publication
of the present index for Shanghai by the Shanghai Bureau of Social Affairs
is therefore a further evidence of the increasing appreciation of the
usefulness of such an index, and cannot but add to the better understand-
ing of the complicated issue arising from the instability of a modern

1 National Industrial Conference Board, The Cost of Living in the United States,
1914-19286, pp. 1-2.

2 U. S. Monthly Labor Review, August, 1929, pp. 305-6.

3 Tnternational Labor Office, Methods of Compiling Cost of Living Index Numbers,
1925, Appendix II.

4 Methods of Conducting Family Budget Enquiries, 1926, p. 66.
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pecuniary order. It is interesting to note, in this connection, the degree
of uniformity in respect of the methods employed for the compilation of
the four indices. All of these indices are based upon a budgetary survey
of from 48 to 305 families, and with the exception of the Peiping index,
the year 1926 is taken as the base. The formula employed is, except that
of the Commission’s index for Shanghai, the weighted aggregative which
is numbered 53 under the Fisher system. The period covered begins in
all cases with 1926, and with the exception of the Tientsin index which is
published weekly, these indices are computed on a monthly basis. The
number of commodities included is rather close, being 38 for the Peiping
index, 40 for the Tientsin index, 43 and 60 for each of the two Shanghai
indices respectively. Finally, all of these indices refer to the cost of
living of a particular class, namely, the laboring class. In this respect,
the present index by the Bureau is to be congratulated for having covered
workers in a city which is the most industrialized all over China. The
other index for Shanghai, as compiled by the National Tariff Commission,
refers to the cost of living of the cotton mill workers. The Tientsin index,
like that for Shanghai, is also comprehensive inasmuch as it applies to
the craftsman. The Peiping index, the weights for which are obtained

An analysis of cost of living indices in China

LOCALITY COVERED SHANGEAL ! SHANGHAL TieNTsiN Pririne
- ] [
Family budget survey i i
No, of families cove- |
red 306 230 182 48 )
Type of families Largely factory  Cotton mill Oraftsmen Largely ricksha
workers " workers coolies
Period covered Apr., 1920—  Nov, 1927— |8en, 1926— Oct.. 1926—
Mar., 1930 Oct., 1928 June, 1927 Mar., 1927
Index of cost of living ' . T
Compiling agent Shanghai Bu-  National Tariff | Nankai Institn. Social Research
reau of Soeial . Comnmission te of Econo-| Institute
Affairs ] mics
Date of first publica- Jan. 1982 | June. 1930 June 80,1930 | Jan. 1, 1929
tion ' |
Period covered 1926—date . 1926—date [ 1926—date 1926—date
Periodicity - Monthly Monthly Weekly Monthly
Base 1926 1926 1926 1927
Formula B3 9001 B3 53
No. Commodities in- 60 43 40 38
cluded: J L
Food 81 24 24 23
Clothing B | 8 8 7
Rent 3 1 4 1
Fuel & Light 8 4 2 «%
Miscellaneous 7 6 ) 2 3
Publighed in Price and Price | Nankai Weekly | Monthly Index
Indexes in Statistical Numbers of the
Shanghai Service Cost of Living
in Peiping
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after a budgetary survey of 48 families, chiefly of ricksha coolies, is rather
restricted in scope.!

Despite the fact that we have now in our possession four cost of living
indices each of which will undoubtedly contribute to the more just solution
of the industrial problems in an emerging industrial order, the compilation
of the cost of living index numbers in China in still an unexplored field.
In China no single index number of the cost of living has yet been compiled
that is truly representative of any class of the nation at large. Such an
index, which oftentimes loses its definiteness by being comprehensive,
furnishes nevertheless a far better basis for international comparison.
Its significance cannot be denied when we realize that the cost of living
index for the United Kingdom, for instance, covers as many as 630
localities. May we hope that the exceilent beginning that a government
organization like the Shanghai Bureau of Social Affairs, under the able
direction of Professor T. Y. Tsha, has made in the collection and analysis
of labor statistics—statistics relating to wages, cost and standard of living,
hours of work, industrial disputes including strikes and lockouts—will be

followed up by other governmental organizations in the not teo remote
future?

H. D. Foxe.

NAaNkaA1 INSTITUTE oF EcoNoMICS
TIENTSIN, NOVEMBER. 1931,

1 Yang, Simon: An Index of the Cost of Living in Peiping, 1929; Sheng, T.; The
Cost of Living Index Numbers in Shanghai, 1930; An Index Number of the
Cost of Living in Tientsin, Nankai Weekly Statistical Service, June 30, 1930.
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THE COST OF LIVING INDEX

NUMBERS OF LABORERS
GREATER SHANGHAI
(January 1926 —December 1931)

EXPLANATION OF THE METHOD OF COMPILATION

I. MEANING AND PURPOSE

é‘:::!znfz of An explanation of this term may be made under two
Living Index separate treatments; namely, what is meant by cost of living
Numbers and what is meant by an index number. Cost of living, as

the term implies, is the cost of the items of consumption which are required
to maintain a living. However, such an explanation would get us no-
where. The manner of living differs widely with different social status
and financial standings. The luxuriously indulgent life of the capitalist
class is in no way comparable with the living of the wretchedly-provided-
“for group of laborers either as to the amount of expenditure, or as to the
items of consumption entering into their expenditure, or as to the per-
centages the various items constitute of the total expenses. Therefore
any definite idea of the cost of living would not be possible without first
inquiring into the problem of the standard of living. Standard of living
ig, according to Marshall, the standard of activities adjusted to wants?
Human wants, the origin of all activities of economic life, may be classified
into three kinds, necessities, comforts, and luxury. Wants of the first
type imply the lowest possible standard of living for human existence.
This in its strictest sense would include nothing but those necessary for a
bare subsistence. Such a primitive mode of living is, however, not always
practicable. The standard of necessity may therefore be taken to mean
the desire for food, shelter, and clothing which are physiologically neces-
sary to prevent physical deterioration. Wants of the second type
comprise, beyond mere necessities, a certain scale of comforts, which are

1 Marshall, Alfred; Principle of Economics, p. 689,
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2 THE COST OF LIVING INDEX NUMBERS OF LABORERS

considered indispensable to adjust to one with an advanced scale of desire
and which help to procure both physical and mental development. Such
a seale includes all expenses for social, educational, medical, hygienic,
recreational and similar purposes. Lastly, wants of the third type involve
all unessential pleasures and superfluous consumption which extend beyond
the standard of comfort. Such a classification is more or less arbitrary.
The rapid progress of civilization, with its wonderous inventions, have
directed human efforts toward a higher standard of wants in the form of
comforts and luxuries, which necessitates an almost regrouping of the
items under the respective types of wanils. Comforts and luxuries of the
old days are deemed mere necessities to-day, and as time goes on, what
appear to be comforts and luxuries to-day will probably be nothing but
necessities. Not only does the standard of wants change as gociety at
large progresses, but it also differs among different communities and
among different classes of individuals. An automobile, for instance, is
still considered as an item of luxury in this country; while in the United
States, it is hardly a comfort as every five persons are provided with a
motor car. The classification of wants is, therefore, by no means absolute;
but is relative to the varying conditions in any particular society at any
time or in any place. Bullock states that “the amount of comforts or
luxuries customarily enjoyed by any class of man forms the standard of
living of that clags.”t  Such a standard determines the actual cost of living
of that particular class. The present publication will deal exclusively
with the cost of living of the laboring class in Shanghai,

What is an index number? An index number is a series of figures
which measures the relative changes of group statistical data from one
point of time to another, or from one place to another.® Most people have
at least a rudimentary idea of a “high cost of living” or of a “low level
of wages,” but usually very little idea as to how high or how low the
levels are. It is to measure such magnitudes that “index numbers”™ were
invented. Index numbers tend to give an accurate conception of such
changes in terms of exact figures. Again it is group statistical data that
are taken into consideration. For illustration, the prices of different
articles move very differently. They seem to scatter or disperse like the
fragments of a bursting shell. But, just as there is a definite center of
gravity of the shell fragments, as they move, so is there a definite average
movement of the scattering prices. Index numbers show the relative
changes of the average prices. Furthermore, the changes are relative to a
certain standard of comparison, which equals to 100. The comparison may

1 Bullock, C. J; Introduction to the Study of Economics, p. 126,
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be made either between two points of time or between two places. When
an index number is applied to comparisons between two periods of time,
the method of comparison would be to take the figures for a specific period
as 100, which forms the basis of comparison with all the divergent figures
for other periods. Likewise when an index number is applied to com-~
parisons between two places, the basis would be the figures for a specific
locality. An index number may be calculated for prices, for wages, for
changes in the exchange rates, for changes in the stock market, for
amounts of production and consumption, and in fact for most subject
matters involving the divergent changes of a group of magnitudes. The
cost-of-living index numbers, therefore, measure the average percentage
changes of the cost of living of a particular class of individuals from a
certain period of time or a certain locality to another. This report aims
at showing only the percentage changes in the cost of living of Shanghai
laborers of a given period with that of the base period.

Purpose of Before the World War the attempts to measure changes
Cost=0f« . o . .

Living Index in the cost of living were made generally with the object of
Numbers showing changes in the purchasing power of money in the

retail market. The index numbers compiled were mostly simple arith-
metic averages based on the prices of a few items of ordinary consump-
tion such as food, fuel, ete. Prices moved slowly, and the purchasing
power of money exhibited no marked variations. Consequently all long-
-term contracts on a money basis, the wage contract for instance, required
only occassional readjustments to the movement of prices. However, the
very rapid changes in prices in all eountries during and since the War,
and hence in the purchasing power of money, have made clear the neces-
sity of a readjustment of various long-term contracts. All long-term
contracte fixed for a given period, during which the cost of living rises,
result in a condition that though the amount of money stipulated in the
contract remain the same, the real value of the amount in terms of its
purchasing power is considerably less at the end than at the beginning
of the period. The effect has been especially hard upon the working
class, who suffer both from the rising cost of living and the depreciating
value of their money wages. The workers will therefore endeavour to
secure increases in money wages, and in support of their claim will call
attention to the increase in the cost of living. However, the existing
index numbers were often of a rather incomplete nature that doubt was
often expressed by the employers or by the workers regarding the amount
of change which, it was claimed, had taken place. Wage disputes were
difficult to settle owing to the existence of this margin of doubt. In order
to remove such difficulties, steps were taken to compile index numbers
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showing changes in the cost of living by the use of more complete data
and sounder methods. These index numbers were compiled sometimes
by private individuals, but more frequently by joint committees of
employers and workers, by municipal or other local authorities, or by the
statistical office or other department of the central government.® The
index numbers thus computed have been very widely used especially in
connection with adjustments of money wages. The sliding-scale system
has been advocated in many countries. It has been advocated that the
wage-earning class should be entirely free from the effects of price
movements, and that the minimum rate of wages should be fixed in such
a way that one-third of the wages remains constant and two-thirds of
which are fixed at a variable scale adjusted to the changes in the cost-
of-living index numbers. In Great Britain the wages of over three million
laborers have been periodically adjusted by means of index numbers.”
Similar arrangements are found in Belgium, Denmark and other countries,
While in other countries, although no regular system of automatic
adjustment has been applied, the cost of living index numbers have
played an important part in the discussions for effecting changes in money
wages. One of the reasons advanced for the non-adoption of sliding
scales for adjusting wages to changes in the cost of living is that there
has been a lack of confidence in the reliability of the index numbers
available, '

Since the advent of the tide of industrialization from the West, there
has been an upset of the economic life in China. Foreign investments
have brought to this country many factories with their elaborate systems
of management, well-equipped machinery and large scale production. The
crude organization of handicraft industries that had long existed in this
country soon found itself no match for the new power of the industrial
world. Farmers and handicraft workers, either forced by the depression
of their old occupation or attracted by the higher pay in the factories,
flocked to such newly-developed industrial centers as Shanghai, Tientsin,
Hankow, Canton and other cities.

This group of workers has been ever increasing in number and has
tended to form a distinet elass in society. This is a class of wage-earners
who depend upon wages as their chief means of subsistence, and who form
the largest consuming group in the community. A low level of prices, there-
fore, would mean to them an easier mode of living. On the other hand,
there are a group of capitalists, who, though fewer in number, yet con-
stitute the controlling class in the economic world, they invest their capital,

1 International Labor Office: Methods of Compiling Cost of Living Index Numbers,
1925, pp. 7-9.
2 Irving Fisher: The Making of Index Numbers, p. 460,
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pay a fixed amount of rent and wages, and receive in return their
share of production in the form of profits. They naturally hope
to put prices at a higher level, as this would mean a higher rate of profit
on their investment. The divergent interest between these two classes
has staged one of the most serious conflicts of our modern industrial
system, that is, strikes and lockouts or other minor disputes. In Shang-
hai, statistics of labor disputes have been systematically compiled since
1928. In the last three years, from 1928 to 1930, there occurred altoge-
ther 818 cases of strikes and lockouts, in which 7,622 establishments and
346,963 workers were involved and a loss of 4,572,174 man-days and of
$2,5650,765.64 in wages was incurred.! Taking the averages for the three
vears, the number of cases amount to 106, with an average of 2,540
establishments and 115,654 workers involved and a loss of 1,524,058 man-
days and of $850,255 in wages incurred each year. However, the above
figures only take into consideration the measurable losses of the cases of
strikes and lockouts. The indirect losses resulting from these disputes,
and the losses incurred in cages of minor disputes which do not result in
strikes and lockouts are not calculable. The above would suffice to show
the seriousness of labor conflicts in this city.

When inquiring into the causes of such conflicts, the problem eof
wages forms the center of contention. Quite a number of cases of strikes
and lockouts are the results of disputes over wages.? The strongest
argument held by the laborers in support of their demands for increase of
wages is the rising cost of living, which has rendered the amount of their
income insufficient to maintain their living. As a matter of fact, the
rising cost of living has been alleged not only by the working class
but by the general public at large. But how far has the cost of
living risen? No one can tell with definiteness. The actual changes
in the cost of living can onlv he accurately measured by means of
index numbers, which would, therefore, provide a standard for wage
adjustments. 1t is through cost-of-living index numbers that we hope to
find a way out toward the solution of labor disputes.

1 Bureau of Social Affairs: “Strikes and Lockouts, Greater Shanghai, 1930.” (The
above figures include all the cases which were not settled at the end of each year and
were carried over to the next vear., In 1928, 2 cases were carried over from the year
1927, and, in 1029, 3 cases were carried over from the previous year. Making allow-
ance for such duplications, the total number of cases in the three years amounted to
only 313, Likewise with the number of establishments involved and other items.)

2 1bid,



II. METHOD OF COMPILATION

Statistics of cost of living represent one of the most complicated
branches of labor statistics. An inquiry into the cost of living of different
classes of individuals would involve a careful study of the varying status
of economic conditions. In compiling the cost-of-living index numbers,
therefore, various problems should be taken into consideration. An ex-
planation of the method of compilation is to be made here under five
separate headings as follows:

Sampling The various commodities that enter into the cost of living
of Coms= .
modities would make up a most elaborate schedule. Inclusion of all

the varieties in the compilation of index numbers is naturally
impracticable. The purpose of cost-of-living index numbers is to show
the tendency or change in the cost of commodities that are required to
maintain a certain particular standard of living, but not the aggregate
amount of expenditure required to maintain the minimum standard of life
from time to time. It is, therefore, in view of the relative character of
the index numbers, necessary to choose out of the entire list of commodities
only a certain number of representative items, If the movements of the
prices of commodities as a whole are similar to those of the group chosen,
no purpose would be served by extending the scope of the enquiry. Hence
arises the problem of “sampling.” To ensure that the statistics could be
regarded as measuring satisfactorily changes in the cost of living, the
samples should include the important articles of ordinary consumption on
which members of the community expend large parts of their income. The
methods of selecting the items, which are widely employed in various
countries, are the aggregate expenditure method and the standard budget
method. The aggregate expenditure method has been used to determine
the total consumption of the whole community by adding the quantities of
home production during a year or some other period to those imported
and deducting those exported. The result would determine the relative
importance of the various items of consumption, and provide a standard
for selecting the samples. Although figures regarding imports and ex-
ports are obtainable from the Custom reports, the statistics of national
production are lacking in this country. Moreover, this method would give
satisfactory results regarding changes in the cost of living of the com-
munity as a whole, but not necessarily of particular classes of the
community or of special localities. It also fails to include such items as

6
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rent. Evidently this method does not suit our purpose. The standard
budget method may be briefly described thus: A certain number of
families of a given size and of similar financial standing belonging to a
particular class of a given locality are chosen. Agents are sent to these
families to keep daily accounts of the quantities of goods consumed and of
the amount of income and expenditure. The investigation covers a
certain period of time. The account books are collected at regular inter-
vals for computation and analysis. Similar items of consumption in
each family are added together in order to get the aggregate quantity of
the various items consumed. Then the average consumption of these items
in each family is eomputed to show the relative importance of the various
items of consumption. This method takes the consumption of a single
family as the unit. The scope of inquiry in respect of the number of
families covered may vary with the aim of investigation. It may be
limited to the families of a particular group of workers in a given locality.
It may cover in an extensive fashion the working families of an entire
nation, such as the family budget inquiry conducted by the U, S. Bureau
of Statistics in 1918 and 1919, which covered 12,096 working families of
all industries and professions in 96 cities of the country.! In a large
number of countries the weights used in the compilation of the cost-of-
living index numbers are based on family budget inquiries. A comparison
of the results obtained by using weights based on the family budget
method and on the aggregate expenditure method in the calculation of
cost-of-living index numbers shows that the difference is generally less
than 5 per cent.? When the family budget method is used, it is unneces-
sary and would be impossible in practice to include all the commodities,
with their almost infinite variety and differences in quality, which enter
into the consumption of the community as a whole or even into that of a
given class. But, instead, a number of important articles, which represent
the “modal” items of consumption, should be chosen as the basis of
calculation. These articles selected generally fall into five main groups:
food, clothing, housing, fuel and light, and miscellaneous items. The
number of items included under each group will depend upon the living
condition of the individuals concerned. For instance, the food group for
the Norwegian index includes as many as 55 articles, while on the other
hand, the index for Vienna consists of only 16 items under the food group,
of which 3 are of different kinds of coffee. Wide variations also exist

1 Cost of Living in the United States, 1924, published by U. 8. Bureau of Labor
Statistics, pp. 1-2. '

2 Method of Compiling Cost of Living Index Numbers, (Series Ny No. 6, 1925,
published by International Labor Office, pp. 20-22
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with regard to the number of items under the clothing and the miscel-
laneous groups. In Austria and Germany, the miscellaneous group is
omitted altogether. Less varieties are shown in the group of rent and
that of fuel and light.t

The standard family budget inquiry conducted by the Bureau covers
the period from January 1929 to March 1930.7 At the outset, 500 families
were included. These families were distributed among the four quarters
of the city and Poolung. The families selected were to fulfil the standard
requirements that they were working families (a) of from 3 to 5 persons
and (b) with a monthly income of from $20 to $60. The first three
months of the inquiry formed but a trial period, in which, owing to the
lack of experience and training on the part of both the agents sent by the
Bureau and the members of the families, the results were not very
satisfactory. The account books kept in this period were therefore not
used in this report, also a number of families which were found to be not
in keeping with our standard were dropped. Algo there were a number
of families in which the keeping of accounts was interrupted for various

Average Number of Members per Family by Income Group

i

i ! Average num. - Average numn-
Ineome Number of | Average number ] Average number | ber of. ber of gain:
| . of persons per | of boarders per Adult equiva- fully gecupied
group families p | -
amily i Taraily ; lents per persons per
1‘ family* family
’ a | ,
$200 to below $300 62 395 .18 2.8H .82
300 — 400 1) 4.17 46 : 5.0 1.93
400 - 500 | 80 4.89 D6 3.61 2.19
509 — 600 31 519 04 4.02 | 2.42
60)  — w0 25 5.92 , .56 | 2.28
700 — 804 | 8 5.50 1.00 | 2.15
8OO — Y00 4 625 2.50 ' 2.95
! .
All Income ‘ 305 1.62 47 3.2 2.06
A ! !

*The adult equivalents are computed according to the Atwater’s Scale, which is
based upon the food consumption of persons of different ages. A male of 17 is taken
as a male adult. Those below the age of 17 are computed for their equivalents to an
adult according to their respective ages. For the detail of the Atwater’s Scale, refer
to “Methods of Conducting Family Budget Enquiry,” p. 48, published by the Inter-
national Labor Office. Here, boarders are also included in accordance with their
duration of boarding.

1 Thid, pp. 11-13.

2 For details of the inquiry, refer to “The Standard of Li'viz'xg of Laborers,
Greater Shanghai,” compiled by the Buveau of Social Affairs, (In preparation).
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reasons. Thus, there were left only 305 families which went through the
inquiry for the whole period of 12 months. A detailed analysis of the
standard of living of the 305 families will be reserved for a subsequent
publication entitled “The Standard of Living of Laborers, Greater
Shanghai.” The average number of members per family and the occupa~
tional distribution of the members are given in the tables accompanying:

Occupational Distribution of Occupied Members of the 305 Families

Males Females
. i | ? — Percent-
-Oscupation Iﬂus ‘Other - . Other . 3 Total © age
| band | Adulgs | OVHdre | TRl Wile | yqqige | Children Totol
|
! |

Machinery 42 7 1{ 40 ! l 49 S 78
Construction Works 7 4 11 11 1.7
Water and Eleetricity 1 9 ¢ I 10 ! 10 1.6
Chemical Products 2 2 4 1 1 2 G 0.9
Match 16 4 200 13 1] 14 34 5.4
Cotton Bpinning 74 36 10 118 74 50 34 158 | 276 43,9
Silk Reeling 4 1 5 9 2 2 14 19 3.0
Cotton Weaving - 38 | 7 45 21 12 1 84 79 126
Bilk Weaving 1 ] 2 . 2 F 0.5
Silk & Cotton Kmttmg 1 1 2 2 0.3
Food 8 2 10 6 1 7 17 27"
Tohacco 18 6 24 7 1 23 32 51.
Printing 16 . 17 1] 18 2,9
Wharf Workers L0 10 10 167
Biesha Coolies Lo 7 14 : 14 2,2
Peddlers T 3 10 10 1.6
Servants 14 4 1 19 1 1 20 3.2
Others 5 7 3 15 4 4 19 3.0
Total 277 01 14 | 882 | 14U (5] 38 | 247 § 620 1 109.0

A total of 3,660 account books were finally used, for which the average
consumption of each family of a certain commodity was computable, and
an actual account of workers’ living was obtainable. From the variety
of commodities. appearing in the account books, 60 items of ordinary
consumption were chosen to be included in the compilation of index
numbers. The items were distributed among the five groups as following:
food 31; rent, 3; clothing, 11; fuel and light, 8; and mlscellaneoug, 7.
The items are as named below:

(1) Food—Unglutinous rice, sien rice, glutinous rice, wheat flour, fresh
noodle, bean-curd, dried bean-curd, sheet bean curd, fried
bean curd, sprouted broad bean, fresh mung bean starch in
strips, vellow soy bean sprouts, salted Hsueh-li-hung, chin-
ts‘ai, turnips, sweet potatoes, allium odorum, spinach, fresh

- pork, fresh beef, salted pork, chicken, silver carp, fresh fish,
salted “white fish,” fresh duck’s egg, sey be‘m gil, ]dld S’Oy
- bean sauce; salt, white sugar,
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(2) Rent—One-story house, two-story house (with court-yard, two- story
” house (with no court-yard).

(3) Clothing—Grey sheetings, grey shirtings, striped cotton shirtings,
printed shirtings, white shirtings, native sheetings, fancy
twills, cotton flannel, jeans and drills, raw cotton, cotton
socks,

(4) Fuel and light—Coal, kerosene, firewood, useless timber, bean stalks,
rice straw, matches, charcoal,

(5} Miscellaneous—Soap, towels, cigarettes, wine (Shao-shing), Kao-
liang, tea, hot water.

These items constitute the essence of the cost-of-living index numbers.
Great care should be taken, therefore, in the selection of articles. Among
the five main groups of commodities, great variety is shown in the clothing
and the miscellaneous items. The amount of consumption on each item
is generally non-uniform and insignificant. Although only a few items
of major importance are chosen to represent each group, efforts have been
made that the percentage of the consumption of the various items included
under the five groups should be as close as possible to the percentage of
the respective groups in the total consumption. According to the family
budget inquiry, the approximate percentages of the respective groups are
as follows: food, 53; rent, 8; clothing, 8; fuel and light, 6; and mis-
cellaneous, 25. While the percentages of the respective groups included
in the compilation of the index numbers are: food, 63; rent, 11; clothing,
8; fuel and light, 8; and miscellaneous, 10, The figures are, therefore,
quite close except for the miscellaneous group. Careful considerations
should also be taken of the following matters:

(1) Some of the commodities, particularly in the group of
vegetables, are highly seasonal in character. They are available only
during certain seasons of the year. In good season, they are sold at very
high price. Then in one month or two they begin to grow out of season,
and their prices fall considerably. Such vegetables of seasonal supply,
though generally consumed by the families, are however exceedingly elastic
in demand and are not suitable to be included in the compilation. Such
items have likewise been discarded to avoid irregularity. (2) The
dwelling houses of the working families are largely of three types,
cottages, one-story houses, and two-story houses. The cottages are largely
built by the laborers themselves upon land rented from landowners.
Only a small percentage of the working families live in such cottages.
The cottages are, therefore, not included as an item under the group of
rent. (3) The clothing group consists only of a limited number of
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shirtings and sheetings and of cotton socks. Ready-made clothing is not
included in view of the fact that most of the clothes worn by the workers
are either home made or made by tailors. (4) Commodities of high
quality, such as silk and satin, are not included since they are consumed
only by very few families.

Application Besides the careful selection of commodities to be included
of Weights in the compilation of index numbers, the various items should
be properly weighted before the averages are computed. Since these items
differ from one another in their amount of expenditure for each, allowance
must be made for the differences if the results are to represent truly the
changes in the cost of living. For instance, among the various items of
consumption, rice is more important than sugar, and kerosene is more
important than matches. When an average of the various items is
computed, each item should be weighted according to its relative im-
portance, so that each item will exert an influence proportional to its im-
portance upon the average movement. The weights employed in this
study will be determined by the average amount of consumption of each
item of commodities by the families investigated.” The table on the
following pages shows the average consumption of the various items by
the 305 families investigated.

The quantities of consumption in the accompanying table provide the
weights for the individual items. The application of these weights in
caleulating the result is sufficient to care for all price changes without
further application of group weights, that is, the ratios of the aggregate
cost of each of the five groups to the total cost. This process of group
weighting may be omitted in view of the following facts. In the first
place, in the sampling of commodities, the relative importance of
individual items has been well taken care of, and proper weights are
ascribed to every item. A number of important items in the miscellaneous
group are discarded for one reason or another, but this is largely due to
practical difficulties. Moreover, some miscellaneous items of prime
importance, such as social intercourse, worships, wedding and funeral
ceremonies, children’s expenses, etc., which constitute quite a significant
portion of the total cost in this group, are closely related to other groups
of consumptions, particularly the food group, and their price movements

1 Sometimes the weights employed in the computation of cost-of-living index
numbers are the ralios of the cost of each item f{o the total cost. The index numbers
compiled by the British Government are of this kind. However, the ratios to the total
cost are not constant; the variation is especially great in a period of violent price
changes, Therefore the actual cost on each item instead of the ratio to the total cost
i employed as weights in this study,
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are pursuant to the ups and downs of the price level of other groups. The
omission of these items, therefore, would result in no important effect
upon the general index numbers. In the second place, we have viewed
upon the variety of commodities included in the five groups as integrate
units, from each group a number of representative samples are chosen.
The quantity of consumption of the sampled commodities would represent
not only the weights for the individual items, but also for the integrate
groups. The application of group weights or supplement weights can
be left out without any significant effect upon the general index numbers.
In the third place, in order to facilitate comparison with other indexes,
the base period of the index numbers may have to be ehanged if necessary.
If the group weights were applied, the shifting of base period would be
encountered with great complications in that it would be necessary to
recalculate the index numbers. On the other hand, when group weights
are not employed, the base period can be easily shifted by dividing the
vearly indexes with the index of the new base period and multiplying by
100.

Collection of An accurate index number of the cost of living obviously
Price Data .

depends upon the accurateness of the prices as well as of the
weights. The cost of living index number is, in fact, a weighted index
of retail prices. According to Irving Fisher, errors in prices are from
four to as much as eighteen times more important than errors in weights.!
In the collection of price data, therefore, careful consideration should be
made in regard to the following subjects: (1) area covered, (2) period of
collection, and (3) uniformity of quality.

(1) Area Covered—The price data are collected by the Bureau
through direct inquiry. Investigating agents were sent at regular
intervals to retailers in the different districts of the city, with whom
previous arrangements had been made. Schedules were filled under the
personal guidance of the agents. Greater detail was therefore possible,
doubtful points were solved with greater facility, and a higher degree of
accuracy was insured than through correspondence. The area covered in
the investigation should be determined by the class of individuals to which
the index is to be applied. Since the investigation of the Bureau is
inclusive of the working class in this city, the area is, therefore, limited
to those districts where working families are clustered. In view of the
meagre income the laborers are earning, they tend to settle down in the
industrial quarters outside the business centers of the city, where cheaper
rental obtains, and easier access to the factories is possible. The city of

1 Irving Fisher: The Making of Index Numbers, Appendix II, § 7, pp. 447-449.
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Shanghai with the commercial center of Nanking Road as a focus, may
be divided into five districts, the four quarters of the city and the districts
of Pootung across the Whangpoo River. Within the five districts a
certain number of retail dealers were chosen according to the number of
laborers in the respective districts. The streets and roads in the five
districts covered in our investigation are as follows:

Eastern District—Yangtzepoo Road, Pingliang Road, Ward Road,
Thorburn Road, Linching Road, Wu Hwa Road, Tien Pao
Road, Hu K’a Mu Chiac, Wuchow Road.

Southern District—Route Conty, Rue du Marche, Li Ma Road, Hu
Chuan Hsien, Pan Soong Yuen Road,

Western District—Zaukadoo, Robinson Road, Annam Road.

Northern Distroct—Hung Fong Road, Ta Tung Road, Pao Shan Road,
West Pao Shing Road.

Pootung District—Lan Nyi Doo Street.

Likewise a number of market places were chosen as follows:
Eastern District—Ping Liang Road Market, Wuchow Road Market.
Scouthern District—Tong Ka Wan Market, Nan Ma Tau Market.
Western District—Zaukadoo, Robinson Road.

Northern District—Kung Hu Road Market, Pao Shing Road Market.
Pootung District—Lan Nyi Doo Street.

(2) Period of Collection.—The period of collection should depend
upon the movement of prices. Retail prices are usually more stable than
wholesale prices. The prices of the individual items again have their own
courses of movement which are not at all uniform. In the collection of
retail price data, separate treatment has been made for commodities of
varying degrees of price changes. In case of such items as bean oil,
sauce, and piece goods, the prices of which remain more or less constant
throughout the year, the data were collected on the 15th of every month;
while data for commodities of more violent changes, such as vegetables,
fish, meat, cereals, etc., were collected once a week, and the monthly
averages calculated. The number of quotations for the same commodities
depend upon the variation of the quotations obtained from different
dealers. For raw cotton, 6 quotations were collected from 6 different
dealers, which is the smallest number of quotations for a single item. The
largest number of quotations is 20, that for cereals, For the prices of
other items, an average of 12 quotations is obtained. The prices employed
in the computation of index numbers are arithmetic averages of the
different quotations obtained from different dealers,
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(3) TUniformity of Quality—In the collection of price data, care
should be taken to avoid differences in the quality of the artficles. This
difference may exist among different establishments at the same date, or
at different dates in the same establishment. For measuring the move-
ment of prices over a period, differences of the latter character may,
within limits, be more important than those of the former. Differences
in quality render difficult the collection of satisfactory price data. In
order to overcome this difficulty, the commodities should be of a standard
quality, of a certain popular brand. In case of articles of which no
particular standard or brand is distinguishable and discrimination depends
largely upon personal experience and observation, exact description of
each variety should be noted and samples attached to the schedule.
Quotations at a previous date should also be put down for reference.
Such practices would help to avoid the difficulties involved in differences
in quality of articles, priced at different dates. The price data of com-
modities consumed for the period before 1929 were based upon the account
books for the previous years in the establishments investigated. The
prices of some vegetables were obtained from certain vegetable dealers
and cooks.

In the collection of data on rents, considerations were taken of the
relative density of dwelling houses in each district. The average monthly

rent for a standard “chien,” or rcom, which occupies a space of 32 cubic
meters, was computed.

Fo(;'mugxa of In a test made by Prof. Irving Fisher, index numbers
bere. ™ covering the period from 1914 to 1918 were computed by 134

different formulxe for the prices and quantities of 36 com-
modities selected from the list of 1,474 commodities included in the
investigation conducted by the War Industries Board. These indexes
were rectified by the time reversal test and the factor reversal test to find
which is the best. As a result of the tests, the simple geometric average
was found to be the best among simple formule, and among weighted
formulee, the “ideal formula” is the best. Algebraically, if p. is the price
of a given commodity at the base period, ., the quantity of the commodity
at the base period, p,, the price at the given period, q 1, the quantity at the
given period, and X, the sign for summation, the ideal formula is,

/-2 p, 4o o = D1ar
Zp.do X Psdi

The “ideal formula” is correct within a hundredth of one per cent, but
this formula presents the difficulty in application. The weights for the
given period, that is, q ;, have to be changed every year, and weights for
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the base period, that is, q, should also be provided. Such complete data
are not always available under ordinary circumstances. As a substitute
for the “ideal formula,” the weighted aggregative is suggested, which will
vield somewhat less accurate yet quite reliable results. The weights
employed might be the quantity of consumption at the base period, or
that of the given period, or the average of two or more years, or merely
guessed round-weights.® In our investigation, the base period of the
index numberg and the period during which the family budget enquiry
was conducted are not the same. We deem it more appropriate to use
the quantity of consumption during the period of inquiry as the constant
weights. Thus the formula would be,

2 pi Qe
zpoQC’

where q. is the quantity at the period of inquiry, which is the constant
weight, and p, and p, are respectively the prices at the base period and
the given period. This formula differs from the weighted aggregative

= ) . . .
( i p‘w), which is numbered 9051 according to Prof. Irving Fisher, in

2w po
that it substitutes the actual quantity of the commodities for the arbitrary

weights.?

The following merits may be claimed by this formula:

(1) Accurateness of results—This formula fulfills the time reversal
test and is free from bias. It is usually correct within three per cent.?

(2) Speediness of caleulation—It ranks second in speed of calcula-
tion among all the formule.* Tt is not necessary to calculate the price
relatives but only the sum of the products of the average prices and
quantities.

(3) Easy comprehension—This formula gives the ratio of the values
at two different periods. In the present case, the index numbers com-
puted would be able to afford a clear indication of the percentage changes
between the cost of living of the base period and that of the given period.

! Jyving Fisher: The Making of Index Numbers, Third Edition, 1927, Chaps. VI
and XVIIL,

2 This formula is sometimes written :‘; n; g" , which is numbered 53 according to
Prof. Irving Fisher. Since the habit of consum;tion changes slowly, if the period of
inquiry is not too remote from the base period; the result of the inquiry might be
considered as weights for the base period.

% Irving Fisher: The Making of Index Numbers, Third Edition, 1927, p. 362,

+ 1bid, p. 325,
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(4) Facility in shifting of base period—For convenience of com-
paring the index numbers with other indexes, the base has sometimes to
be shifted. This formula possesses over all other formulae the advantage
of great facility in shifting the base period. It is only necessary to divide
the index numbers with the index of the new base year and multiply the
result by 100.

Consumption habits, however, change steadily from time to time.
A formula which is weighted according to fixed quantities of commodities
would no longer be adaptable when a marked change is shown in both the
items and the quantities of consumption. In the Third International
Conference of Labor Statisticians, held in Geneva in 1926, a resolution
was passed suggesting a new investigation of the family budgets in every
ten years as a remedy for errors arising from the changing habits of
consumption.! The same error of the formula might also be checked up
by the application of the “ideal formula.”

Bfaé‘ée Period The base period might be either the prices of a short
;’0,, OmPaAN® period of one month, or the average prices over a period of

several years. However, the period of one year is most
popularly employed. The base period provides a norm with which the
figures of the subsequent vears are compared. Great care, therefore,
should be taken in selecting the base year.

A good base year for comparison should be able to fulfill the following
requisites: First, it should be a normal period with respect to economic
activities, and free from all abnormal changes and upsets; secondly, it
should not be so remote that it renders the impressions vague and inde-
finite; and lastly, it should be consistent with the base periods of the
majority of index numbers so that comparisons between different indexes
could be readily effected. According to the resolutions of the Second
International Conference of Labor Statisticians, held in 1925, the year
1930 was recommended as the base year of cost-of-living index numbers.
This recommendation has not, however, been put into practice as yet. The
yvear 1930 turned out to be an abnormal one, with the dark shadow of
business depression cast over the entire industrial and commercial world.
In China, further turmoils resulted from the sudden jump in the value of
gold ; high level of prices, declining purchasing power of the general publie,
depressed business activities, and other phenomena lent even a darker
color to the picture. In view of such conditions, the appropriateness of
the year 1930 as the base period is highly doubtful. After prolonged

?

1 International Labor Office: The Third International Conference of Labor
Statisticians, Geneva, 1926, p. 20.
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deliberations, it is decided to take the year 1926 as the base. The following
arguments are advanced in favor of this year:

(1) In 1926, the economic condition of this city has been proved to
be quiet and peaceful. Take the price of rice for illustration. The price
of glutinous rice remained between $12 and $14 per picul throughout the
vear, and that of sien rice was kept constantly at about $12 per picul (See
Table 2). No political changes were staged which tended to influence the
economic conditions to any considerable extent. Also, the year is recent
enough to afford a good basis of comparison.

(2) The years 1913 and 1914 have been adopted in many an index
number as the base period, as they would provide a comparison of the
post-war price level with the pre-war level. However, these years are
now deemed too remote {o be a proper basis of comparison. Since the
adoption of 1926 instead of 1913 as the base year for the wholesale price
index numbers compiled by the U. 3. Bureau of Labor Statistics, and
through the advocacy of some authorities on that adoption like Prof.
Irving Fisher, post-war bases have been adopted in many countries.
Among these are the Wholesale Price Index Numbers compiled by the
Buréau of Statistics of Canada, and the Price Indexes eompiled by the
Milan Chamber of Commerce, Italy, which take 1928 as base year, and
the Wholesale Price Index Numbers appeared in the “Economist,” which
takes 1927 as base. In China, the North China Wholesale Price Index
Numbers and the Cost of Living Index Numbers of Laborers in Tientsin,
both compiled by the Nankai University Institute of Economics, take
1926 as the base; the cost of Living Index Numbers of Peiping compiled
by the Social Research Institute, Peiping, takes 1927 as the base, and
the Cost of Living Index Numbers of Cotton Mill workers in Shanghai,
compiled by the National Tariff Commission, takes 1926 as the base. For
the sake of comparison with the indexes both at home and abroad, general
comformity to 1926 as the base is desirable. We have, therefore, based
our index numbers upon the year 1926, '

(3) Since the winter of 1929, the value of gold has soared. In
December, 1929, a gold bar was priced at Tls. 440.29 and the average price
for the year 1929 was Tls. 387.10. But in December, 1930, the price
jumped to Tls. 6438.31, and the average for the year was Tls. 548.46. If
no remedy for the declining value of the white metal is effected, and
if India continues its exportation of silver, the condition will grow steadily
worse. Thus when the year 1926 is taken as base, the effect of the upward
swing of gold price upon the cost of living is to a certain extent traceable.

In view of the above arguments, the year 1926 is adopted as the base
year for our index numbers. Moreover, as the formula we are using
claims the advantage of facility in shifting the base, this year may be
readily changed as conditions require.



IIi. TREND AND FLUCTUATIONS

An explanation of the meaning and purpose, as well as the method of
compilation of cost-of-living index numbers has been made in the previous
chapters. The present chapter is intended as an analysis of the changes
that took place in the period of six years, from 1926 to 1931. The inquiry
of the Bureau covers 305 families and extends from April 1929 to March
1930. The average expenditure per annum of each family is $454.38.
This amount is distributed among the five groups as follows:

Food $241.54 53.2%
Rent 37.83 2.3
Clothing 34.01 1.5
Fuel & Light 29.00 6.4
Miscellaneous 112.00 24.6
Total $454.38 100.0%

Under these groups and sub-groups, 60 items of consumption are
included, which are distributed as follows: food, 31 items; rent, 3 items;
clothing, 11 items; fuel and light, 8 items; and miscellaneous, 7 items.
Group indexes are computed to show the changes in the individual groups
and a general index to show the integrate movement. The formula em-
ployed is the weighted aggregative. The base year is 1926 which equals to
100. Indexes are computed each month covering the period from January
1926 to December 1931. Subsequent indexes will be published monthly.
The group changes as well as the general trend of movements willi be
treated separately in the following pages.

The Food The food index, ag shown in Table 1' and in Chart 2, cor-
Group responds well to the general index. Taking the year 1926
as the base, the 1927 index is 100.71, or 0.71 point above the base line;
the 1928 index is 87.32, or 13.39 points below the 1927 index; the 1929
index is 97.56, or 10.24 points above that of 1928; the 1930 index is 114.99,
or 17.43 points above that of 1929; and the 1931 index is 104.10, or 10.89
points below that of 1980. The bottom index of 81.00 was reached in
December 1927 and the peak index of 127.92 in July 1930, representing a
difference of about 47 points. During the whole period the indexes of 35
months are above and those of 37 months are below the level of 100.

1 For Tables, see Chinese section.
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Sharp ascendency was seen in February, 1927, and the first nine months
of 1930. The 23 month period, from September, 1927, to July, 1929,
witnessed the index constantly below the base line. This tended to pull
the general index down considerably.
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Chart 2. The Food Index

EETEY 1926 -100

D

150

140

. /\ 5
N
A / N bl

I~
4
i
1 ‘\ .
“ ! "
v ~,
.

AN TR P \ 4 /
100 W/,«" \\\,} \'[*\ Gorneral lndex . S - /\I‘
/ R \/

. VARG

80 Food lndex
70
S OO0 O 000000 O W LN 0 2% T 0O W i HE BN i S U W S0 L WL W H RN EN
EETE% REt A% ER++4% A% RAT A% RAT
1926 1927 1928 1929 1930 1931

The monthly trend of the food index may be analyzed as follows. The
first half of the year 1926 saw the index constantly below 100, the January
index of 92,58 being the lowest during that period. In the second half of
the same year, the index rose above the base line and reached as high
as 109.83 in September. Then again in December, it declined to 99.07.
In January 1927, the index suddenly jumped to 109.63, and another jump
in February raised it to 124.23. The movement, however, soon turned to
a downward tendency. In March, it dropped to 111.58, in April to 104.41,
and in May it receded below 100, reaching as low as 99.84. In this short
period of four months a margin of over 24 points was shown. Though
a reactionary rise occurred in June, the index again dropped below 100
in September. The rapid decline in the price of rice brought the index
to a sharply downward trend, and finally in December 1927 the bottom
point of the six years was touched. The upward move shown during
the first two months of the year 1928 proved to be merely a weak reaction.
The downward frend again dominated. Then in September the index
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started to move upward and in October it was 93.18. For the rest of the
year and the first half of 1929, the index wandered somewhat with 91
as its center point. Until as late as July, it started on an ascending track.
In August it went beyond 100, and in October proceeded to 109.85. In
1930, the ascending trend was even more vivid. January saw the index at
114.66, and February at 118.38. During April and May, the index
remained steady, but in June the upward move was once more prominent.
Finally, in July was seen the coming of the peak, 127.92. After that the
decline began. During September, the index was on a rapidly descending
course. In November it slid below the level of 100, and reached as low
as 94.76 in December. In 1931, the index was gradually ascending,
January saw the index at 98.79, and March at 106.85. In April, a sudden
drop brought the index down to 92.32. Beginning from May, a steadily
upward move was shown, and the index reached 121.07 in August, which
is the highest point of the year. Sepfember again saw the index declin-
ing, and the year ended with the index at 100.38.

Among the various items in the food group, rice plays the leading
réle. The movement of food index usually follows closely the ups and
downs of the price of rice. The enormous supply of rice which is needed
to feed the over three million population of Shanghai is obtained largely
from Changshu and Wusih, the largest rice markets as well as the largest
producing regions in Bastern China. Also big supplies of rice are shipped
directly from other rice-producing towns in Kiangsu and Anhwei by
means of native junks. In spite of such rich resources, the supply of
rice has often been found insufficient and large quantities of foreign
growth have to be imported every year.

The market price of rice in this ¢ity would, therefore, depend largely
upon the abundance or failure of crops in these rice-producing regions
from which the supply is obtained. The upward move of the food index
in the Autumn of 1926 was due to the fact that a bad harvest led to an
increase in the price of rice to as high as $17 per picul. A second upward
swing was seen in February 1927, when the price of rice remained well
above $15 per picul and the prices of vegetables also greatly increased
due to their meagre supplies. After the plentiful crop in September,
however, the food index fell below the level of 100, and remained so
throughout the period from September 1927 to July 1928. At the end
of the year 1928, the price of the rice was about $11 per picul. Though a
slight rise was shown during the period from January to July of the year
1929, the increase was only a little over one dollar per picul. In August,
the price suddenly jumped to $15.21 per picul. This was due to the effect
of the bad harvest during that Autumn. The supply from other cities was
declining, and the stock in this city began to get short. What made the
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condition worse was that some of the rice-dealers tock advantage of the
panic situation and sought to enrich themselves by manipulation, and
some even went go far ag to export large quantities of rice. The ascending
tendency thus became irregistible. In 1930 the price rose from $15 per
picul to above $18, and that of high quality rice from $19 to above $20,
regardless of the efforts of the authorities to keep them down. According
to the investigations of the Bureau, the price of the second grade unglutin-
ous rice during June, July, and August of the year 1930 was as high as
$21 per picul. The food index consequently rose to 127.92 in July. Its
effect was dreadfully felt by the general public. Petitions were sent to
the authorities asking for a remedy for the embarrassing situation.
Cheaper prices were offered to poor families through the effort of admin-
istrative authorities and charitable institutions. A total of 100,000 piculs
of foreign rice was imported to keep the price down, At the same time,
the heavy harvest in the Autumn of the same year naturally provided the
city with a plentiful supply of rice. Thus the price of the second grade
unglutinous rice slid quickly to $15.12 per picul in October, to $13.48 in
November, and to $12.45 in December. The food index was eventually
brought down to below 100. The first half of the year 1931 witnessed a
continual decline in the price of rice, which is due largely to the heavy
harvest last autumn. The price of second grade unglutinous rice was
$12.32 per picul in January, $11.73 in February, and as low as $10.09 in
April. During the months of May, June, and July, though they were
usually a period of scanty produce, no marked ascendency was shown in
the price of rice. The average prices of second grade unglutinous rice
per picul were $10.51 in May, $10.70 in June, and $10.82 in July. In
August and September, the country was invaded by flood in many pro-
vinces. The great loss to farm produces brought the price of rice sharply
up to $14.03 per picul in August and $14.04 in September. Consequently,
the food indexes for the respective months jumped up to 121.07 and
118.90. The price of rice, however, was soon kept down by the importa-
tion of foreign rice and of large quantities of wheat from the United
States and Soviet Russia. In October, the price was already as low as
$12.70 per picul. The end of the year saw the price of rice at $11.38 per
picul, which is lower than that of the same period the year last.

'gll}gukem The movement of the rent index is shown in Table 1 and

p the graphical representation in Chart 3. Taking the average
of the year 1926 as 100, the index number for 1927 is 97.98, which is a
little below the level of the previous year. During that year the Nation-
alist army captured Shanghai, and the influence of the warfare had
caused many residents in the Chinese districts to take refuge in the
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foreign Settlements. A great number of houses were thus left vacant.
The land-owners had to reduce the rent in order to attract tenants. This
explains the downward move of the rent index in 1927. By the next
year the war was over, and peace and order again reigned in the
city. However, the rentals in the quarters of the city, where the working
families clustered, were not much increased in spite of the growing
prosperity. The rent index for 1928 recovered to the level of 1926, but
did not go much beyond it. In 1929 and 1930, a slight advance was
shown, and the index increased a little over 3 points each year. The
average rent index of 1931 is 114.46, which shows an increase of 7.50
points over that of 1930. The realty market has been proved to be
extraordinarily active in 1930. The reported transactions for the year
amounted to Tls. 130,000,000, and the value of building contracts to Tls.
69,000,060. The total value of real estates increased by the amount of
Tls. 1,000,000,000. Under the influence of the tremendous increase in
land value, the year 1931 followed with a corresponding increase in rentals.
The rent index in 1931 was, therefore, not exempted from an upward
swing.
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Chart 3. The Rent Index
EB1EE 1926100

16)
150
140
130
AN fa —
"’l \% " ! ‘: \'.
120 ) o 7 Y U,
1o - T i e
~ N . EEER% - ~
AN \/( % Rent  lndex ;7
L P a—— 3 S o =
S R R R R
[ AW ‘/
m 3. e T
E k¥
8 General Todex
0
60 WLl S L L L) RN RAEEEEE N NEAI RN EEE NN RSN
ERE+L# EWt+xs RH+ 4 EHt A% RE+LE RMT %
1926 1927 1928 1929 1930 1931

In the collection of data on rents, tax levied on houses was also taken
into consideration. The house tax was not definitely prescribed before
1929. In Chapei, a kind of general tax was imposed on the residents.
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Such a general tax covered all levies connected with the construction of
roads, waste-disposal, street lighting, etc. The tax amounted to 10 per
cent of the rent on business properties and warehouses, and 6 per cent on
residences. It was collected quarterly. Such a general tax was in fact
in the nature of tax on houses. In Nantao, it was known as the “Public
Welfare Tax” which amounted to from 7 to 12 per cent of the rent on
business property, and 5 per cent on residences. This sum was first
collected by the Nantao Revenue Collecting Office, but since 1924 by the
Municipal Office. In addition to this, a rate of 15 per cent of the rent
was collected by the District Office. Thus, the inhabitants in Nantao
were burdened with a dual taxation. S8ince the inauguration of the City
Government of Greater Shanghai in 1927, this dual taxation was abolighed,
and a general tax similar to that collected in Chapei was legalized. But
as the general tax was imposed on the tenants only, thus exempting the
land-owners from any such duties, which practice was quite evidently
unjustifiable. Moreover, the construction of public works necessitated
an increase in revenue. The rates were, therefore, increased to 10 per
cent on residences and 14 per cent on business concerns, which were to be
borne equally by the land-owners and the tenants. Thus, though the rates
were nominally increased, the tenants found themselves exempted from
a part of their old burden. When the new rate was promulgated in the
winter of 1928, objections were raised by the land-owners. However,
the opposition was soon overcome, and in the spring of 1929, the new
rule was enforced with success.! So much for the system of taxation in
the Chinese districts. In the International Settlement, an amount of 16
per cent of the rent was collected of which 2 per cent was temporarily
imposed, and since July 1, 1930, the additional 2 per cent was not collected.
Tax in the Settlement is borne entirely by the tenants.?

The Cloth= The clothing indexes for 1927 and 1928 are a little below
ing Group  the phase index. The 1929 index is 106.04, which is 6.40 points
above the index of 1928; that of 1930 is 108.18, or 2.14 points above that
of 1929; and that of 1931 is 123.58, or 15.40 points above that of 1930.
The peak index of 134.60 was reached in December 1931, and the bottom
index of 97.16 touched in October 1927. The difference is 37.44 points.
The clothing index was quite close to the base line of 100 until
October 1928. During the period, the highest point was 102.18 in Feb-
ruary 1926, and the lowest, 97.16 in October 1927, representing a narrow

¥

L IR R
} —AZON LA THRAER



28 THE COST OF LIVING INDEX NUMBERS OF LABORERS

B I BT IALERRERE N R BN E

Chart 4. The Clothing Index
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margin of about 5 points. In October 1928, the index began to rise above
the base line, and reached the point of 101.54. Then the index ascended
steadily, till it reached 110.90 in March 1929. After that came a period
of depression in the clothing business, and the index began to recede.
During 1980 the condition of this trade was not much improved, until the
latter part of the year when the market began to be active, and a slight
increase was shown. At the end of the year the index was 109.95. In
1931, the index continued to rise due to the rapid ascendency of the value
of gold bar. In the latter half of the year, the boycott of Japanese goods
was intensified by the Van Pao San Incident and the Japanese occupation
of Liaoning on September 18. Japanese cotton goods, which used to be
the leading item of imports from Japan, began to disappear from the
market, and both our home produce and imports from the West were
greatly in demand. This pulled the prices of cotton goods steadily up
inspite of the abundant crops in many cotton producing countries. The
clothing index thus rushed up to 124.41, and finally, at the end of the
yvear, reached the peak index of 134.60.
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Th;— l[.:’u%lt The fuel and light index shows a steadily upward tend-
ad:oup'g ency throughout the whole peried. The index number of

1927 is 9.06 points above the base index of 1926, that of 1928,
1.17 points above that of the previous year; that of 1929, 7.38 points; that
of 1930, 22.86 points; and that of 1931, 24.15 points; representing an
average increase of about 15 points cach year. The lowest index is that
of June, 1926, which is 95.53 points, and the peak is that of April 1931
which is 170.65. A wide margin of 75.12 points belween the high and low
marks is thus presented.
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Chart 5. The Fuel and Light Index
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At the beginning of the period, the index was moving downward.
The months of May, June, and July of 1926 form a slack period for fuels,
wherefor the index was at about 96. Then an increase in the prices of
kerosene, firewoods, and bean stalks brought the index upward. In
December, firewood and charcoal began to be generally demanded, the
index thus rose to 108.83, which is the highest point of that year. From
January to August 1927, the index was high, fluctuating around 110. In
September the price of kerosene and firewood began to decline and the
index moved slightly downward. The index for the whole year of 1927
was 9.06 points above that of the base year. In 1928, the index remained
around 108 till as late as the month of September. In October, the rapid
increase in the prices of firewood and of rice straw brought the index up
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to as high as 116.32. The trend was steadily upward throughout the rest
of the year. The average index for 1928 was 110.23, an increase of 1.17
points over that of the previous year. During January 1929, owing to
the cold weather, kerosene and charcoal were widely demanded. The
index consequently rose to 120.23. Later on, notwithstanding the con-
tinual ascension of the price of kerosene, the rapid decline in the prices of
firewood, rice straw and bean stalks pulled the index down to 111.91 in
February. Until June the index remained at about 112, In July it
jumped to 118.28. September and October found but little change in the
index. In December the increase in the prices of firewood and useless
timber brought the index way up to 125.71. An increase of 7.38 points
was shown in the average of 1929 over that of 1928. The year 1930 saw
the fuel and light index veer steeply upward. In January a slight
increase of over 2 points was seen. During the next three months the
upward movement was not so active. Beginning from May, however, the
price of kerosene turned on an ascending trend, due to the influence of
the high price of gold. Kerosene was sold at $0.074 per Shih Chin W J
in April. In May the price increased to $0.099; it continued to pile up to
$0.130 in July and $0.143 in December, which latter figure is alomst double
the price in April. As kerosene constitutes a very essential item in the
fuel and light group, the group index naturally tended to ascend despite
the smooth course of movement shown in the prices of the other items.
In May the index went up to 134.26 and in August to 152.88. A sharp
decline was shown in September. But in October the index started up-
ward again. In December the upward move was further intensified by
the general increase in the prices of firewood, useless timber, rice straw,
etc., and the index reached 158.86. An increase of as high as 22.86 points
was shown in the average index of 1930 over that of the previous year.
The upward swing of the fuel and light index was even more significant in
1931. Though the index receded to 152.54 in January due to a drop in
the price of kerosene, it soon advanced above the level of 1930 in February.
Since the enforcement of the new tariff rate on imported matches, the
price of a box of matches rose from the average of 9 cents to 13 cents. At
the same time, the high exchange rate brought about a rapid increase in
the price of kerosene. In April, the record price of $0.169 per Shih Chin
was seen. It was in April, therefore, that the index of the fuel and light
group was brought up to its highest. In May and the following months,
the kerosene price began to recede, and the index was 165.85 in July. In
September, October, and November, a rise in the prices of rice straw,
bean stalk, and charcoal again pulled the index up to over 169. In
December, however, a general drop in the prices of fuel and light caused
the index to swing back to 164.84, which is yet 8 points above that of same
month the vear last.
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The Mis- The index of the miscellaneous group shows a continually
cellaneous
Group upward tendency of movement, though the course of ascend-

ency is not so steep as that of the fuel and light index. The
1927 index is 102.23 or 2.238 points above the base. The 1928 index is
114.00, representing an inerease of 11.77 points over that of the previous
year; the 1929 index is 117.78, an increase of 3.78 points over that of
1928 ; the 19380 index is 126.84, an increase of 9.06 points over that of
1929; and the 1931 index is 138.37, an increase of 11.53 over that of 1930.
The peak index is the 142.97 of February 1931; and the lowest index is
the 94.96 of December 1926, representing a difference of 48.01 points. :

In the first half of the year 1926, the miscellaneous index was above
the base line. Then in the latter part of the year it began to recede below
the base, and touched the bottom point of 94.96 in December. During
the period from January to August of the year 1927, the index remained
along the level of 97 points. In September the index was influenced by
the increasing prices of cigarettes and wine and it increased to as high
as 107.80. After this it continued to rise until it reached 121.37 in
January 1928. In February it began to decline and for the rest of the
yvear in the index remained at about 115, In January 1929 the coming
of the lunar New Year brought the index up to 119.43. After that,
the movement of the index was confined within the range of 115

BIA BT I OA % R A
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and 120. In December 1929 the exchange rate of coppers dropped
to 279.2 coppers to a silver dollar. Consequently, when converting
the amount of coppers spent in purchasing cigarettes, hot water,
etc., into silver units, prices were elevated considerably. The index for
the month was as high as 123.59. During 1930 the trend at first was
fairly stable. In July it rose to 129.26. August was a period of slight
decline, when the index fell back to 128.10. October again witnessed the
index rapidly ascending. In December, the low rate of copper coins again
tended to intensify the ascendency, and forced the index up to 133.91.
In 1931, the rate of copper coins continued to move downward, the
average rate for the year was 269.2 coppers to a dollar. The index
quickly rose to 139.68 in January and finally to the peak of 142.97 in
February. During that period, the prices of soap and cigarettes were
elevated due to an increase of taxation, and the price of toilet paper was
likewise increasing. The index then began to resume its decending
course. The March index was 140.12, and the August index was as low as
134.35, which is the lowest of the year. The September index was
brought up to 137.40 by an increase in prices of soap, cigaretfes, and
wine. The rest of the year saw the index fluctuating around 135.

gfggsal Taking the average of the year 1926 as 160, the general
index for 1927 is 101.09, an increase of 1.09 over that of the
previous year. The index for 1928 is 98.21, a decline of 7.88 points as
compared with the 1927 figure. The year 1929 saw an increase of 8.77
over 1928, and 1930 a sharp rise of 14.81 over 1929. The 1931 index is
113.82, which is 2.97 points lower than that of the previous year. The
peak index, 126.56, was reached in March 1931; and the lowest, 89.06,
occurred in December 1927, indicating that the widest range of fluctuation
was 37.50 points.
! When the monthly trend is analyzed in greater detail it is found that
the indexes for the first half of the year 1926 are all below 100, with its
lowest point at 95.48, the index for January. In July of the same year, the
indexes therefore climbed steadily up above the level of 100 and reached
its peak, 106.46, in September. At the end of the year the general index
began to drop, and by December it was as low as 99.57, The year 1927
began with a steady rise of the index to the new peak of 116.67 in
February. Then it turned on a quickly descending trend. In May, the
index declined to as low as 100.18, a drop of about 16 points in the period
of four months, After that, the index raised slightly. Beginning in
September of the same year, a heavy crop resulted in a rapid decline in
the price of rice. The prices of fuels also fell. Thus, in September, the
index once again started on its steep descending course and slid below the
base line to 99.16. At the end of the year, the lowest index during the
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five vears, 89.06, was reached. At the beginning of the year 1928 an
upward tendency was shown in the general index, till it reached 95.38
in February. After that the general index assumed a smooth tendency,
and was at about 91. In September, the index tended to increase some-
what. In October it was 97.89. Then the index fluctuated between 95
and 99. In July 1929 the index rose above 100, and in October it increased
as high as 109.84. At the end of the vear, a decline of 2 or 3 points was
shown, and the vear closed with the index at 108.28.

The year 1930 opened with a general increase in the prices of the
food group owing to the occurrence of the close of the lunar year. Also,
a rapid increase occurred in the price of kerosene due fo the upward swing
of the price of gold. This ascending trend was furthered by price in-
ereases in the clothing and miscellaneous groups. As a result during
January the index jumped to 115.30, During May, it was fluctuating
around 117. In June, a maddening increase in the prices of rice and
kerosene was again witnessed, the price of kerosene being nearly
three times the lowest price in the five years. The index rushed
up quickly to 126.38 in July. After that the heavy crop in the
Autumn caused a big drop in the prices of rice and flour, and
a sudden decline was also seen in the prices of kerosene and
firewood. The index, therefore, again rapidly descended. By December
1930, the index was already as low as 105.23. Then a steady increase in
the price of fuels and of the miscellaneous items retarded the downward
trend to a certain extent. The gradual rise in the price of rice in January
1931 brought the index up to 109.07. February witnessed a sudden
jump in the price of rice and a sharp ascendency of the miscellaneous
index to its peak. The general index was consequently elevated to 126.29.
In March, a general increase was shown in all groups, particularly food
and clothing: the general index climbed one step further and reached the
peak of 126.56. In April, though a peak index was seen in the fuel
and light group, the sudden drop of food index by 14 points forced the
general index down to 117.23. The following months showed no marked
changes. In August, however, the index made 13 points in a jurep and
reached 125.25. This was due largely to the influence of the flood which
kept the food index up, and the boycott of Japanese goods which elevated
the clothing index, and also to a simultaneous rise of the fuel and light
index. From September on, regardless of the general elevation in the
group indexes, the steady drop of the price of rice drag the general index
down to 124.20 in September, 117.01 in October, and 118.66 in November.
Though the clothing index was at its highest in December, the year con-
cluded with the index at 111.39.
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Throughout the six years, the index was below the level of 100 during
29 months, and above the level, the remainning 43 months. This shows
a distribution of the indexes above and below the base line at the ratio
of three to two. At the beginning of the period, the trend did not show
any marked changes. During the 22 months from September 1927 to
June 1929, the index was constantly under 100. This was due largely to
the effect of the decline in the price of rice. During this period, the
lowest index of 89.06 was reached in December 1927. After the middle
of the vear 1929, the index began to ascend rapidly which was due, first,
to the effect of a poor crop causing the price of rice to increase greatly,
and, secondly, to the influence of the depreciating value of silver giving
rise to an upward swing in the prices of fuels and miscellaneous items.
The high index of 126.38 occurred in July 1930. After August, 1930,
the rapid drop in the price of rice tended to drag the index down to a
considerable extent. This tendency to decline continued to the end of the
year. The index again went up in 1931 until it reached the peak index
of the six years in the month of March. Since then, though a sudden rise
once appeared in August, the trend was steadily downward, which tended
to keep the average index below the level of 1929 and that of 1930.

Among the group indexes, the food group exerted the greatest in-
fluence upon the general trend. The food index was often below the
general index. In general, the composite index often followed closely the
tendency of food prices. The price level of the group of fuel and light
was often above the general index, but its effect was not so marked. At
the beginning of the period, the miscellaneous group was below the
general level, but later on, it tended to rise above it. The rent and
clothing index assumed a smooth and regular course of movement both
above and below the average level (See Chart 1).

In Chart 7, a dotted line is drawn to represent the purchasing power
of money, and in Table 1, a separate column is designated for the same.
The purchasing power of money and commodity prices are reciproecals
of each other. A vise in one would mean a corresponding fall in the other.
Therefore, the reciprocals of the wholesale indexes represent the pur-
chasing power of money in the wholesale market, and similarly, that of
the retail indexes, the purchasing power of money in the retail market.
The dotted line in Chart 7 represents the trend of movement of the
purchasing power of a silver dollar in the retail market of Shanghai. It
moeves exactly in the opposite direction of the price index. For instance,
the index for January 1927 is 106.96, the reciprocal of which is 93.49, the
latter therefore represents the purchasing power of a dollar in that month.
In other words, the purchasing power, or the real value, of a 1926 dollar
is worth only 20.9349 in January 1927. The values of commodities may
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be judged from two angles.
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Chart 7. Cost of Living Index Numbers and Purchasing Power of Money

EHERE 1926==100

BT M

) Puichaamg Power of Maney / B /
e . S 5, i R
\/‘*“j AR \av \\/ﬂ“@,,/’\ /
. 8

~ - N
AN ; , QA

\ / S

[ T R J
v tok B ™
_ Cost_of Laving Iadex Mumbers

INEEEEEE NS ] ENERRN |

REtL#H
1926

REALF

1923 1926

P H i Il
REFAR

1930

From the point of view of the commodity,

it is indicated by the price; from the point of view of the dollar, it is

represented by the purchasing power.

They are ultimately the same.

Thus, when the purchasing power is high, we have a low cost of living,
and conversely when the purchasing power is low, we are faced with
the difficulties of a high cost of living.



iy~

0
-

! Prries '..-| I'R“
il




