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In Common Conuneil

"OCTOBER 19, 1865.

) .« =
JF e ..
t .

@herrns, The late imposing ceremonies incident to o "‘dé;i:,"' :

death of our much beloved and martyred President of tho United
States, ABRAHAM LINCOLN, deserve conspicuous mention in the annals
of fame, and should be duly chronicled and preserved in tangible
form for future reference and for the information of after genera-
tions, although so little needing aught to remind the present sorrow-
ing citizens of every incident relating to a nation’s bereavement ;
and,

@iherens, It is befitting that there should be collated, in chronologi-
cal and succinct form, a detailed account of the obsequies, which
eqm;l, if not surpass, aught that hasever been seen of a similar nature
In the world ; and inasmuch as the records of our City Government
should be complete in recording every memorable incident in the
history of our city; therefore, be it

Resoloed, That twenty-five thousand copies of the full and detailed
report of the Committee, having in charge the obsequies of our late
lamented President of the United States, ABRAHAM LINCOLN, with
full descriptions of every matter of interest in connection therewith,
be printed and bound in neat and appropriate form, for the use of the
City Government, and for placing in the public libraries.

Beaoloed, That the report herein designated be collated, printed,and
bound under-the direction and supervision of David T. Valentine,
Esq., Clerk of the Common Council.

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, May 15, 1865.
Adopted by the Board of Councilmen, May 22, 1865.

Bou\_i of Aldermen, June 5, 1665, received from his Honor the Mayor, with his
objections thereto.

Board of Aldermen, June 29, 1865, taken up and adopted notwithstanding the
objections of his Honor the Mayor. two-thirds of all the members elected having
voted therefor.

Board of Councilmen, October 19. 1865, taken up, and the above action of the
Board of Aldermen concurred in, two-thirds of all the members elected having
voted therefor; therefore. uander the provisions of the Amended Charter, the
same became adopted.
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Suthurization of Gmmitin;_

The undersigned, appointed the Special Committee on
the faneral obsequies of the late President, do hereby, in
pursuance of directions embraced in the resolution, direct
David T. Valentine, Esq., Clerk of the Common Council,
to compile said obsequies as contemplated by said resolu-
tion

JOHN D. OTTIWELL,
LEWIS R RYERS,
JOSEPH SHANNON,
'W. H. GEDNEY,

B. W. VAN VOORHIS,
JAMES HAYES,
JOHN HOUGHTALIN,
CHARLES KOSTER,
DAVID FITZGERALD,
ISAAC ROBINSON.
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ENTINE, Clerk of the Common Council.
————————

NEW YORK:
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Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1866, by

D. T. VALENTINE,

In the Clerk’s Office of the District Court of the United States for
the Southern District of New York.




Message from His Honor the Fayor,

Mayor’'s Sffice,
New ¥ork, fpril 15, 1885.

o the Monovabdle the Common Council:

Gentlemen —Abvapam Zincoln, the President of the
EAnited States, is Yead. EWith (nerpressidle Horror ¥ an-
nounce to pou this cbent, coupled as it was with biolence.
Just at the moment whew peace began {ts vawn ober an
affiicted land, this dreadvful blow fell o Hhim on whom its
Yestinies seemed to Yepend.

¥our Monorable Bodp, ¥ am sure, will take appropriate
action, in biew of this awful Vispensation, to signify thosc
gentiments of public vespeet and grief, Jue alike to the eralted
station and fearful Deat) of the &hief FMagistvate of the
Enited States, which now perbade our whHole people, and Habe
plunged them in unibersal Distress and misern.

C. Godvtfrey SGunther,
apor.







Resoluntions,

Wheveas, Ehe beep gloom now perbaving the people
of this city; the erternal manifestation of sorvow andy grief
that {8 erpresscd on cberp countemance; that {s seew by the
flags, so lately flashing triumpdpantly from a thousand stafls,
now trafling mournfully at palf-mast; in the vark and sombre
yrapevies ‘now floning on our public andy pribate dullvings,
and in the unibersal Vespondency so bibIVIY portraped by the
words and actions of those of our citizens, who, but pesterday,
were erulting and jopous ober the fond anticipation of a ve=
gewevated and united country, (nforms us, i the most unmis-
takable manner, that a dreadful calamity Has fallen upon our
country; that &od pas, for some wise purpose of Mis owm,
any to vemind us, in the most forcible manner, of our total
Vepenvence upon WMim, Vashed the cup of gladnesg fronr our







lips, and das substituted for {t one of the bitterest sorrow;
and it is, in berp Ueed, a sorvowful Yap for our country.
Our Chict FMagistrate, chosen to presidie ober the Vestinies
of thirty millions of people, bas been stricken Yowm by the
pand of an assassin, and now lies, an Inanimate corpse, at the
Capital of the nation he pav sabed. SAbrapam RLincoln, Pres=
fyent of the EAmited States, Has thus bceit called, sudlenly
any unerpectedly, before the Jubgmeat Seat, and our whole
country s called upont to mourn pis loss. EHell mapy the
people mourn. Mis loss to them g (rrepavable; and,

EWhereas, En the unibersal sorrow for the Veath of
the great and good man—the sabior of the Wepublic—and of
erecvation at the manner of his Veath, and the bile instrument
that accomplished {t, it is the manifest pet sorrowtul Juty of
the Common Eouncil to participate. e was fast decoming
tﬁt ool of our people, including those who at the commvence=
ment of bis career Doubted the wisdomr and integrity of bis







motibes. Mis nroderation in the pour of triumpd ober the
enemvies of His country; His gemevosity and magnanimity to
the fallen foes of the Mepublic; DHis Vetermrined, unswerbing
abperence to whHat He conslVered the best (mtevests of the
nation; His earnestuess of purpose, and pet true vepublican
kinduess and aftability of character and simplicity of manner
—a simplicity that cost Him Pis life, as it nduced hinv to adoly
taking such precautions as would habe prebemted the occur=
rvence of such a calamity as (s Pis Veath—had enveared Pim
to the people, an¥ Had led themr to vegard Him as one pes
culfacly fitted, if not predestined, to sabe the. Repudblic from
vismemberment, and to vestore the coumtry to the blessings
of a lasting peace, and of inaugurating a future of unparvals
leled prosperity and pappiness; be it, thervefore, '

Regolbed, Ehat, in order to gibe erpression to the
gorvow eyrperience by the people of this city for dHis weat).
an¥y i order to afford them an opportunity of manifesting







thefr grief, the public ofiices and buildings of the €orporation
be cloged for thbe tramsaction of business, until the dapy sucs
ceeding the solemnization of his funeral rites and cevemonies;
that we rvecommend to our citizens, also, to close their re=
spectibe places of business for the same period; that the flags
be bdisplaped on all the public buildings, and the owmers or
occupants of pribate buildings, and the masters and owners
of the sbipping in our Harbor, be requested to Displap their
flags at dalt-mast Yuring the same period; that the chambers
of each branch of the Common €ouncil, and the public buily-
vings and offices be vraped in mourning for a period of thirty
vays; and that a Special Committee of five menmbers ivomr
ecach branch of the Conmmon Eouncil dbe appointed to perfect
the abobe, and to make such other arvangements as in their
jubgment may seem fitting and appropriate, to testify their
sorrow for the Ueath, and their vespect for the memory of
the tllustrious beceased.
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Introduction.

7 YHE report of the assassination of the Presi-
dent of the United States spread a mantle
of grief over the people of New York, in common
with those of other parts of the country, such as no
similar event recorded in history has ever occa-
sioned in a nation. Mr. LincoLy had, in the prog-
ress of his administration, grown in the respect
and admiration of his countrymen ; and there was,
moreover, felt toward him a peculiar sympathy,
arising out of his personal history. He was recog-
nized as the practical exemplification of that feature
of our institutions which, theoretically, places all
classes of our citizens on a political equality, and
opens the doors of the highest places of power and
trust to the humblest amongst us.

The early life of the President was character-
ized by incidents which have their parallel in the
common walks of life on our Western borders.
Born on the outskirts of civilization, the child of

a pioneer, his yoith was passed in the unsettled




INTRODUCTION.

and toilsome habits incident to that condition;
his education was limited to a few months’ school-
ing, and naught seemed to promise that he would
rise above the sphere of life in which his lot had
been cast. As a boy, he labored on his father’s
clearing, in the customary duties of the farm, and,
it is said, was occasionally employed as a hired
hand on those of neighbors. In the more advanced

period of his youth, and that of his early man-

hood, he was engaged in still more laborious
occupations.

At that time,the Border States upon the Ohio
river were but scantily populated; the axe of the
settler was still slowly opening clearings in the
forest, and the occasional log hut of the pioneer
gave the first token of the advancing steps of
civilization. The shores of that river, since dotted
with thriving villages, were then, for the most part,
still fringed by the forest, as in the primitive state
of nature. The canoe of the savage had, till then,
almost monopolized its waters, as the wants of
commerce had not yet called to their aid its facil-
ities of navigation.

But, gradually, the conveniences of trade opened
up the great rivers of the West, as avenues of
trafficc and the merchandise of the North and
East was floated down their currents, to the sunny




INTRODUOCTION.

regions of the Gulf States. Thousands of miles
intervened between the Northern and Southern
settlements, and, through this wild region, the slug-
gish flatboat, laden with its bales and packages,
was urged along, by manual guidance, upon a
voyage of weeks’ duration. A new vocation was
afforded by these means, which attracted many
young men, of that section of country, to engage as
- boat-hands, and for some years they formed a class
whose habits became peculiar, from the wild and
unsettled character of the lives they necessarily
led. This state of things existed during a period
of about a quarter of a century, and gave way at
the introduction of steamboats on the Western
rivers.

. A writer of that period remarks, that it seemed
inexplicable that there could be men found, who,
for ordinary wages, would abandon the systematic
but not laborious pursuits of agriculture, to follow
a life distinguished by the greatest exposure
and privation. In ascending the river, it was a
continued series of toil, rendered more irksome by
the snaillike rate at which they moved. The
boat was propelled by poles, against which the
shoulder was placed, and the whole strength and
skill of the individual was applied in this manner.

As the boatmen moved along the running-board,




INTRODUCTION.

with their heads nearly touching the plank on
which they walked, the impression left upon the
eye of the beholder, was that of the extreme ten-
sion of the powers of nature. Their bodies, naked
to the waist, for the purpose of moving with the
greater ease, and of enjoying the breeze of the
river, were exposed to the burning rays of sum-
mer and the rains of autumn; and, yet, as said
before, this mode of life had its attractions suffi-
ciently alluring to the hardy and adventurous
Western youth. In descending the river with the
current, the labor was not severe. - Relaxation
from the monotony of the voyage was afforded by
an abundance of game in the forests, and, more-
~ over, the business was tolerably profitable, in com-
parison with wages in other employments.

We are told that the young man who was to
become President of his nation, made several voy-
ages as a boat-hand, and apparently, not without
impressing some of the peculiarities of that voca-
tion upon his character; for, with the thoughtful
and somewhat reticent, nature of Mr. LincoLN’s
mind, was always blended the free and open man-
ners of the voyageur. The sallies of wit and
aptness of anecdote, with which the tedium of the
boatman’s life was varied, remained a characteristic

of Mr. LiNcoLN’s conversation in after years. A




INTRODUCTION.

distinguished statesman, and intimate friend of the
deceased President, has characterized his ideas as
running in parallels, and many of the most important

discussions of questions of State policy received
point and illustration from the application of an
apt anecdote, drawn from the stores of a memory
which seemed fully supplied with them.

‘When Mr. Lincorn returned from his last boat-
ing expedition down the Mississippi, to his father's
home, which was then in Illinois, he had attained
the age of manhood; his youthful strength, hard-
ened by the laborious occupations in which he had
been engaged, made him the superior of most of his
associates in feats of agility. He was very tall,
of an ungainly figure, and a face the reverse of
handsome ; and thus qualified, he cast aboutin the
neighborhood of his home, for the means of living.

The lands in that section of country had been,
not long before, purchased from the Indians, and
many of the latter still remained in the vicinity,
reluctant to remove from the home of their fathers,
and their prolific hunting-grounds. The rolling
prairies of that region are among the most favored
parts of the earth, in point of natural fertility ;

"and, at that time, hundreds of miles might be trav-
ersed, and still the unbroken vista of the undula-
ting and treeless waste of herbage, spread out




XViil. INTRODUOTION.,

before the satiated eye of the traveler. The course
of events had, just then, turned the current of the
history of this part of our country, and it was
plain to see that the time had arrived when the
surveyor would soon be called upon to stake out
this inviting region, with proper boundaries for
the occupancy of the settler, and to this vocation
the eye of Mr. LincoLN seems to have been directed.

The Indians of the Far West saw, with prophetic
eye, the impending destiny of their race. Those of
Illinois were counseled not to conform to the treaty
requiring them to remove; a general combination
of the native tribes was sought to be arranged,

for staying the advance of the white population,

and a border war resulted, which is commonly
known in our history, from the name of the prin-
cipal Indian warrior, as the Black Hawk war. In
thisy Mr. LincoLy took part; enlisted as a
volunteer private, and was chosen Captain, which -
was certainly a high compliment to a youth of
twenty-three years. He served through the war
in a creditable manner, though not having been
brought into actual collision with the enemy.
After this episode in his history, Mr. LincoLN en-
gaged in various occupations, of a desultory char-
acter. He so far overcame the difficulties presented
by his deficient education as to accomplish him-




INTRODUCTION.

self in the abstrusities of surveying, and followed
that vocation for a time, but not with the remu-
nerative success that he had apparently anticipated.
He was clerk in a country store for a time; and,
afterwards, attempted to carry on business, in the
same line, on his own account, and was unsuccess-
ful. In these, and kindred occupations, two or
three years of his life were passed, leaving him, at
their close, in no better condition, in a pecuniary
point of view, than at their beginning. He had,

however, laid up a mine of wealth in that inter-

vening period, in the improvement of his education,
to which, it is said, he devoted all his spare time.
His genial humor, which attracted friends, was not
alloyed with dissipated habits, while a natural
sedateness of temperament, and the evidences of a
mind above the common caste, secured to him the
respect of those of mature judgment. His per-
sonal popularity, at this early period of his life is
shown by the result of his first political canvass,
as a candidate for the Legislature, in which he
received, in his own precinct, 277 votes out of 284,
though the respective political parties were not
~ greatly disproportioned.

Mr. LincoL~y seems to have taken to politics
rather as a means than anend. His ambition was,
apparently, less directed toward the distinctions
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of public life, than toward the object of establish-
ing himself in some settled business pursuit,
adapted to his tastes and abilities; and he is found
to have assiduously devoted his leisure hours, while
a member of the Legislature, to the acquisition of
a knowledge of the law. Encouraged and assisted
by others, who appreciated his capacity, and
admired his well-directed ambition, he was success-
ful in gaining admission to the bar at the age of

twenty-seven, and subsequently devoted himself ‘

to his profession, with such success as soon placed
him among the leading lawyers in the circuit
of his practice. His worldly circumstances ad-
vanced in prosperity, and, as well in social as in
professional life, he attained a position of honor
and distinction in the community in which he
lived.

These outlines of Mr. LincoLN's early career are
chosen from the incidents of his history, with the
view to illustrate that phase of the popular sym-
pathy toward him, which was common to all
classes of our citizens, and was not affected by
political opinions. More than any other individual
who had, before his administration, attained the
elevated place of Chief of the Nation, he was the
architect of his own fortunes, and had raised him-
self above the obstacles of adverse circumstances,




INTRODUOTION.

in a manner which might serve as a bright example
to the poor and lowly of our people.

Without following, in detail, the great events
which marked his administrative term as President,
and which involve the considerations of questions of
State policy, not pertinent to the object of this in-
troduction, it will not be out of place to remark
upon the personal temperament with which Mr.
LincoLN encountered the exciting and extraordi-
nary circumstances attending his high position.
The same single-minded disposition, and homely
manner, which had been his characteristic in early
life, attended him throughout his career; at all
times humble in the estimate of his own abilities,
he had, nevertheless, the innate consciousness of his
equality in the fraternity of men, which sus
tains the dignity and self-rrespect of its possessor,
under all circumstances. Gradually becoming
familiarized with great affairs and distinguished
personages; obliged, from his position, to assume
the helm of State, and stand out before the world
as the leading man in the greatest events that had
marked the world’s history, in modern times, it
might well be supposed that some evidence of the
elevation of his self-esteem, would be perceptible
in his deportment. But no unfavorable critic has
suggested that Mr. LiNcoLn’s pride grew with his
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fortune. Nor had the trying and exciting events
of a war, prosecuted on both sides with an intensity
of feeling which may be said to have exhausted
the passions implanted in the human breast, affect-
ed his persistent benevolence and charity toward
the foe he had so greatly contributed to conquer.

It was at the moment of his highest eleva-
tion in power, in the affections of his people,
and in the admiration and respect of other nations,
that he was struck down by the hand of the
assassin,

The public solemnities and evidences of mourn-
ing on the occasion, were of a character never
before witnessed in this country, if indeed they
have been equaled in any other. In the city of
New York, measures were at once taken, on the
part of the authorities, as well as by the citizens,
to join in the common tribute to the memory of
the deceased President, in a manner befitting the

first city of the nation, and the following pages,
detailing the various proceedings attending the
period of mourning, and the funeral obsequies,

have been compiled in compliance with a resolu-
tion, a copy of which precedes this introduction.

D. T. VALENTINE,
QGlork of Common Counesl.




- Breport.

The dispatch of the Secretary-of-War, dated at
half-past one o’clock on the morning of April 15,
announcing the assassination of the President, and
a subsequent dispatch announcing the fatal result,
were published to the citizens of New York on
the morning of the 15th of April. Ordinary
business avocations were at once suspended, and
evidences of the effect on the public mind were
universally manifested. Assemblages of citizens
were organized in different public places, in the
course of the morning, at which proceedings were
had expressive of the profound sorrow of the com-
munity. The places of amusement throughout
the city were directed, by the Police authorities,
to be closed, and the following proclamation of
the Mayor was issued to the citizens:

Mavor’s OFFICE,
NEw York, April 15, 1865.

Citizens of New York:

The death of the President of the United States may well
excite your profound grief and amazement.

I respectfully recommend that business be suspended,
and that a public mourning for the departed Chief Magis-
trate be observed throughout the city.

C. GODFREY GUNTHER,
Mayor.




LINCOLN OBSEQUIES.

The two Boards composing the Common Coun-
cil of the city, and the Board of Supervisors of
the county, were convened in the afternoon of the
same day, and the following proceedings were

had in the respective bodies.




SPECIAL SESSION.

Bortd of Dldermen, Dpril 15, 1865,

The Board 1net, pursuant to the following call :
New York, April 15, 1865.
Davip T. Varenting, E«q.,
Clerk Common Council.

The undersigned, members of the Board of Al-
dermen, request you to call a special meeting of
this Board, this day, at 1 o'clock, P. M., for the
purpose of taking such action as may be deemed
necessary in regard to the murderous assassination
of the President of the United States, which

occurred last evening.
GEORGE A. JEREMIAH, 10th District.
LEWIS R. RYERS, 9th  «
B. W. VAN VOORHIS, 17th
WILLIAM H. GEDNEY, 7th “

MORGAN JONES, 2
BERNARD KELLY, 12th ¢
JOHN D. OTTIWELL, 14th  «
JOHN BRICE, 13th ¢
TERENCE FARLEY, 16th  «
PETER McKNIGHT, 8th ¢
JAMES O’BRIEN, 15th “
IGNATIUS FLYNN, 5th

JOHN MOORE, st “
2%




LINCOLN OBSEQUIES.

PRESENT:
Mogean Joxes, Esq., President, in the Chair.

ALDERMEX. ALDERMEX.
Jorx MooORE. Jornx Brick.
IeNaTIUS FLYNN. BerNaArDp KELLY
JOSEPH SHANNON. PeTER MASTERSON.
‘Woriax H. GeEpNEY. JorN D. OTTiwELL.
PereEr McKN1GHT. James O’BrIEN.
Lewis R. Ryers. TereNCE FARLEY.
GEORGE A. JEREMIAH. B. W. Vax Voornis.

Wegsuge from FWis Vounor the Payor,
The following communication was received from
his Honor the Mayor, announcing the death of
Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States :

Mavor’s OFFICE, }
New York, April 15, 1865.

To the Honorable the Common Council:

GENTLEMEN—Abraham Lincoln, the President of the
United States, is dead. With inexpressible horror I
announce to you this event, coupled as it was, with violence.
Just at the moment when peace began its dawn over an
afflicted land, this dreadful blow fell on him on whom its
destinies seemed to depend.

Your Honorable Body, I am sure, will take appropriate
action, in view of this awful dispensation, to signify those
sentiments of public respect and grief, due alike to the
exalted station and fearful death of the Chief Magistrate of
the United States, which now pervade our whole people
and have plunged them in universal distress and misery.

C. GopFREY GUNTHER,
Mayor.
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Besolntions,

ArpErvAN OrriwerL, before presenting the

following preamble and resolution, addressed the
Board as follows:

Mr. PresipEnt—The solemn event that has
caused us to meet here to-day is a national calamity
that needs no words of mine to portray or to
deplore. It casts a deep shadow over all hearts,
and we can, in this hour of gloom, only pay our
tribute of respect to the memory of our departed
President. I, therefore, offer the following pre-
amble and resolutions:

¥herens, The deep gloom now pervading the people of
this city; the external manifestation of sorrow and grief
that is expressed on every countenance ; that is seen by the
flags, so lately flashing triumphantly from a thousand staffs,
now trailing mournfully at halfmast ; in the dark and som-
bre draperies now flowing on our public and private build-
ings, and in the universal despondency so vividly portrayed
by the words and actions of those of our citizens, who, but
yesterday, were exulting and joyous over the fond anticipa-
tion of a regenerated and united country, informs us, in the
most unmistakable mannuer, that a dreadful calamity has
fallen upon our country; that God has for some wise purpose

7




LINCOLN OBSEQUIES.

of His own, and to remind us, in the most forcible manner,
of our total dependence upon Him, dashed the cup of glad-
ness from our lips, and has substituted for it one of the
bitterest sorrow; and it is, in very deed, a sorrowful day
for our country. Our Chief Magistrate, chosen to preside over
the destinies of thirty millions of people, has been stricken
down by the hand of an assassin, and now lies, an inanimate
corpse, at the Capitol of the nation he had saved. Abraham
Lincoln, President of the United States, has thus been called,
suddenly and unexpectedly, before the Judgment Seat, and
our whole country is called upon to mourn his loss. Well
may the people mourn. His loss to them is irreparable ; and

WWhereas, In the universal sorrow for the death of the
great and good man—the savior of the Republic—and of
execration at the manner of his death, and the vile instru-
ment that accomplished it, it is the manifest yet sorrowful
duty of the Common Council to participate. He was fast
becoming the idol of our people, including those who at the
commencement of his career, doubted the wisdom and integ-
rity of his motives. His moderation in the hour of triumph
over the enemies of his country; his generosity and mag-
nanimity to the fallen foes of the Republic; his determined,
unswerving adherence to what he considered the best inter-
ests of the nation; his earnestness of purpose, and yet true
republican kindness and affability of character and simpli-

city of manner—a simplicity that cost him his life, as it

induced him to avoid taking such precautions as would have
prevented the occurrence of such a calamity asis his death—
had endeared him to the people, and had led them to regard
him as one peculiarly fitted, if not predestined, to save the

Republic from dismemberment, and to restore the country to
2




LINCOLN OBSEQUIES,

the blessings of a lasting peace,and of inaugurating a future
of unparalleled prosperity and happiness; be it, therefore,

Resolved, That, in order to give expression to the sorrow
experienced by the people of this city for his death, and in
order to afford them an opportunity of manifesting their
grief, the public buildings and offices of the Corporation be
closed for the transaction of business, until the day succeed-
ing the solemnization of his funeral rites and ceremonies;
that we recommend to our citizens, also, to close their
respective places of business for the same period; that the
flags be displayed on all the public buildings, and the own-
ers or occupants of private buildings, and the masters and
owners of the shipping in our harbor be requested to dis-
play their flags at half-mast during the same period; that
the chambers of each branch of the Common Council, and
the public buildings and offices be draped in mourning for
a period of thirty days; and that a Special Committee of
five members from each branch of the Common Council be
appointed to perfect the above, and to make such other
arrangements as in their judgment may seem fitting and
appropriate, to testify their sorrow for the death, and their
respect for the memory of the illustrious deceased.

The preamble and resolutions were unanimously

adopted.

And the President announced as the Special
Committee :

Aldermen JOHN D. OTTIWELL,
GEORGE JEREMIAH,
B. W. VAN VOORHIS,
JOSEPH SHANNON, and
WILLIAM H. GEDNEY.
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Gulogies Aelivered in the Board of Pldermen,

ALDERMAN JEREMIAH—MTr. Chairman, were the
occasion which has called us this day together one
of ordinary calamity, then might we, in company
with the friends of the deceased, range ourselves
beneath the rustling branches of the weeping-wil-
low, and with them shed the unavailing tear ; but,
alas! the breath of the morning, in relating to us
the 8ad story of the assassination of the President
of the United States, portrays a scene, the details
of which are so overburdened with horror as to
leave it altogether beyond the power of language
to give an expression at all commensurate with the
agonized throbbingsof the great heart of the Amer-
ican people. But yesterday the genius of Republican
Liberty, as embodied in Young America, being
divested of most of her trials and difficulties (armed
at all points—bold, defiant, and resolute), was
already, with steady and unfaltering step, com-
mencing again to tread the path of Empire, and
the despotisms of other lands were watching the
arrival of the periodical ocean steamers for intelli-
gence, with an eagerness, the intensity of which
proved too clearly that already they scented danger
in the air, when, in an unexpected moment, the assas-
sin plies his hellish trade, and what was the Chief

Magistrate of a great country is now alifeless corpse.
2
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Physically, his race is run. He has fulfilled his
destiny. His acts, and the scenes through which
he has passed, are already history; but, in aiming
at the representative of a living principle, the
assassin struck at comstitutional liberty, and thirty
millions of people are to-day reeling and stagger-
ing under the severity of the blow; and, in this
connection, I would, asfar as my feeble voice can
reach, urge upon all our people the propriety (in
the way best known to themselves), of their ap-
proaching the Great Deity, with the humble prayer,
that the great calamity be not to our country
a mortal wound. Who can rend the vail to show
us, from this stand-point, the future of America.
‘We are surrounded, as a people, by impenetrable
darkness. A new,and as yet untried hand, has
now the guidance of the great Ship of State. Will
he keep her running in the channel-way which has
already given such bright promise of a peaceful and

happy future, or shall we in a few short weeks be

again pounding upon the rocks and shoals of a re-
inaugurated rebellion? Let us hope, rather, that
the period of doubt and uncertainty through which
we are now passing is, to the American Republic
that darkest time of night which ever precedes the
dawn of the coming day.

ArLpERMAN RYERS—MTr. President, I cannot, not-
a
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withstanding the very eloquent tribute which my
colleague, Alderman Jeremiah, has paid to the
sad event that has convened us together, let the
occasion pass without giving some feeble expres-
sion to my own feelings and sympathies at this
time. Mr. President, I doubt much if| in the past
history of nations, there ever was an event that
compares with this in its deep and terrible sug-
gestiveness, its mighty possibilities for evil, its sad
realities. But yesterday, a nation rejoiced, after
four years of trial, of sorrow, of sacrifice and
affliction, during which time the hearts of our
people became almost sick with a hope deferred;
when, after the national heart drooped with a des-
pondency that seems almost the expression of des-
pair, and as each day’s sad results, inaugurated by
this fiendish, damning spirit that has culminated

in the assassination of our beloved and respected

Chief Magistrate, swept over us, the bright sun of
a sacred joy shone upon victories that told us the
nation lived, and our travail of sorrow was past.
But yesterday our hearts were filled with joy and
thanksgiving, our lips jubilant with praise and
hallelujahs; to-day we are bowed down by an
unutterable sorrow, our hearts are crushed with an
affliction beyond our power to express, and in the

very ashes of a deep humiliation, we bow ourselves
]
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to the earth. But yesterday, the nation came forth,
decked in flowers and dressed in her bridal robes,
to be united at the altar of our country with the
loved and long-sought spirit of peace; to-day, on
that altar, has been offered the bloody sacrifice,
instead of the holy sacrament. It is, indeed, true,
Mr. President, that it has been truly said of Him
“who rideth upon the whirlwind and the storm,”
that “clouds and darkness are around and about
Him,” and that “ He moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform.” And in this instance,
we can most truly realize that it is so. In that
realization, let us learn the lesson of the hour.
Let us remember that, no matter how pure we
may feel ourselves to be as a nation, no matter how
grand were the blessings that He showered upon
us in our recent wonderful victories, thereby
exalting us in our own opinion, and to our finite
minds saying, “ Well done, thou good and faithful
servant,” yet that He judges our acts in the light
of His countenance; our iniquities by the rule of
His infinite will and wisdom. Then let the nation,
in its sorrow, examine and purge itself of itssecret
sins, and while passing through this terrible
ordeal, let it also remember that *“ God is always
just,” and wait with fervent hope His direction

and judgx&ent.
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The PresipenT, Morgan Jones, Esq., (Alderman
Brice being in the Chair)—Mr. President, it is
difficult to express the feelings of sorrow we feel
at the great loss the nation has sustained. It has
been well said here, that the blow of the assassin,
which causes the sorrow we feel, was aimed not
only at the breast of President Lincoln, but at the
American nation. It brings us a gloom that has
dispelled the light which was gladdening our
hearts, and puts a vail before the future, that,
yesterday, we saw opened before us, apparently
bringing everything of good to the nation. Now,
how changed! There is nothing but darkness. A

great nation will pay its tribute of respect to the

memory of the President of its choice, and trust
to the Power which controls all things, to lift from
our hearts the grief that now overwhelms us.




SPECIAL SESSION.
Bonvd of Councilmen, Dypril 15, 1865.

The Board met pursuant to the following call :
New York April 15, 1865.

Hon. James Havss,
President Board of Councilmen :

You are respectfully requested to convene the
Board of Councilmen, this day, at 1, P.M, in

order to take such action as may be deemed fitting
and proper in view of the great loss the nation
has sustained in the death of the President of the
United States.

EDWIN M. HAGERTY,
JOHN HOUGHTALIN,
PATRICK RUSSELL,
ISAAC ROBINSON,
JAMES @. BRINKMAN,
JOHN STACOM,
MICHAEL SMITH,

J. WILSON GREEN,
ABRAHAM LENT,
THOMAS BRADY
BERNARD KENNEY,
CHARLES KOSTER,
GEORGE McGRATH,
PATRICK H. KEENAN,
WILLIAM JOYCE,
DAVID FITZGERALD.
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PRESENT,
Jaues Haves, Esq., President, in the Chair.

COUNCILMEN.
Patrick H. KEENAN.
JouNx Heavy.

Isaac RoBINsoON.

Joun Stacox.

Epwin M. Hagerty.
CHARLES KOSTER.
BerxARD KENNEY.
JAMEs G. BRINKMAN,
TuaoMas Brapy.
SaMUEL P, PATTERSON.

WiLLian A, TavLor.

COUNOILMEN.
Joux HouGHTALIN,
TaoMAS LEAvVY.
GEORGE McGRATH.
J. WsoN GREEN.
ABRAHAM LENT.
MicHAEL SMITH.
THoMAS O’CALLAGHAN,
Patrick RUSSELL.
WiLLIAM JOYCE.
Hueu REILLY.
Davip FrrzGERALD.

VaLenTiNE COOK.

Baper frowm the Bouvd of Dldermen,
Preamble and resolution relative to the death of
his Excellency Abraham Lincoln, President of the

United States.

(By Board of Aldermen, April 15, 1865, preamble and resolution
unanimously adopted, and Aldermen Ottiwell, Jeremiah, Van Voor-
his, Shannon, and Gedney appointed such Committee on the part of
that Board.)

Unanimously concurred in,
And the President appointed, as such Com-

mittee on the part of this Board,
Councilmen JOHN HOUGHTALIN,
ISAAC ROBINSON,
ABRAHAM LENT,
JAMES @. BRINEMAN,
J. WILSON GREEN.
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Enlogics Browonnced in the Board of Councilmen.

CouncrLMAN GREEN—MTr. President, in rising to
move the adoption of the preamble and resolution
just read, I do not intend to eulogize at length the
character of President Lincoln. I am sure there is
no man in this Union, who loves his country, but
can appreciate the virtues and the patriotism of
President Lincoln. I presume that no such man

can, at this present moment, adequately give vent
to s feelings. To be silent, sir, upon such an

occasion, is to be most eloquent. Sir, it so hap
pens that I, as one of the Committee from this
branch of the Common Council, had the pleasure
and honor of calling upon President Lincoln, on
the afternoon of day before yesterday, and I never
shall forget his kindness and condescension upon
that occasion. We went up there about four
o'clock in the afternoon ; there was a placard up
announcing that “no visitors, under any circum-
stances, can see the President after three o’clock,”
but we soon ascertained that the President had
left orders, that when the Committee from New
York should arrive, no matter when, they should
be admitted, and he was ready and should be
pleased to receive them. We, accordingly, were

ushered into his presence, and the kindness with
L4
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which he received us, and the whole simplicity of
his conduct, and his joyous expression at the idea
that this great rebellion was about being crushed,
and that he was upon the eve of announcing to
the people of these United States, that there should
be one grand jubilee, that the whole nation should
be called together to rejoice over the downfall of
rebellion, and the re-establishment of our national
supremacy throughout the world. He assured us
that, only the night before, in a speech to the peo-
ple, he had hinted that such a proclamation would
be issued, and he said, with the utmost simplicity,
“I did it on purpose that the people might under-
stand that a proclamation would soon be issued,
calling upon all the nation to rejoice.” We did
not, sir, attempt to get from him the time when
this announcement would be made; we did not
care to know. 'We only asked him if he intended
to issue a proclamation of that kind, and that was
all we wanted to know, and we assured him, so
far as the city of New York was concerned, her
people were ready to present such a grand specta-
cle of rejoicing that should be carried down in the
history of the land as something wonderful in its
character. 'We gave him to understand that, so far
as the people here are concerned, without respect
to party, they were loyal and they were true;
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that we were rejoiced at the prospect of returning
peace, and we were determined to make an exhibi-
tion here which would satisfy the world of that
fact. Little did I think, sir, in conversation with
him, that in some twenty-six or thirty hours after
that time, he could lie low; that he would be
smitten down by the hand of an assassin. Sir, the
idea that a man elected by the voice of the people,
a man re-elected by almost the unanimous voice of
a free people—that the President of a Republic,
not, sir, a despot, not a monarch, but placed at the
head of a free government by the voice of a free
people—that that man, sir, should be stricken
down, as has been the lot of many a despot of old,
is an idea that shocks and alarms the American
people. But, sir, the deed has been done. No
longer can it be said that the President of the
United States is safe from the hands of the assassin.
It is a damning disgrace to our country, in that re-
gard. But I know, sir, I feel, that, notwithstand-
ing an individual is found recreant enough to do a
deed of that kind, that the nation unanimously
mourns over the event. I know that instead of

public rejoicing over returning peace, that in the

first place we shall perform our duty in mourning
over the illustrious dead. Sir, when we take into

consideration the fact that he has been endeavor-
5
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ing to fight the battle of the rebellion, to cause
victory to perch upon the Union banners every-
where, the patience and perseverance that he has
manifested, and the .good judgment that he has
displayed, and, last and not least, the crowning
glory, for he arrived at that point, when we could
see that the rebellion was, to all intents and pur-
poses, crushed forever—I say, when we take these
matters inte comsideration, when we remember the

character of Abraham Lincoln, when we begin to

sum up his many virtues, when we acknowledge
his patriotism and honesty of purpose, the lan-
guage of one of our own gifted poets, twenty-five
years ago, uttered upon the occasion of the death
of President Harrison, will strikingly apply. Yes,
we can say of Abraham Lincoln:

¢ He ascended fame’s ladder 8o high,
From the round at the top he has stepped to the sky."”

I move, sir, the adoption of the preamble and
resolution.

Couxcruman Lent—It has been well said, by
my colleague, that silence is the greatest eloquence
that can be displayed on this occasion. Yet, I
believe I would prove recreant to my own feelings
and to the feelings of every member of the Com-

mon Council, were I to allow the resolutions pre-
40
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sented for our concurrence, to pass without a word
of commendation from me. The nation mourns.
Oh, how sad the change! One week ago to-day,
we were assembled in this very chamber. We were
then exulting. News of the capture of the rebel cap-
ital had been received. It was a day sacred to re-
joicing, and not for the transaction of business. We
adjourned at once, giving cheers for the National
Union. To-day, we are assembled under different
circumstances. We assemble to-day in the midst
of the gloom and sorrow of a nation. Our head
has been stricken down, not by the slow inroads
of disease, but by the hands of an assassin. A
man born on American soil, claiming to be an
American, has seen fit to place the loaded pistol at
the head of our elective chief. As has been very
fittingly said by Alderman Jeremiah, jt was not
the President of the United States, merely, that has
been assassinated, but with him the whole Ameri-
can people. God reigns, and that is our only hope.
The nation still lives, though the President has
been stricken down. We would all rejoice had he

been spared and permitted to reap and gather,

during the four years that remained of his incum-
bency, the fruits of the labors and toils of the
past. But God has ordered it otherwise. Mys-

terious, indeed, are the ways of Providence. One
]
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week ago, rejoicing, did we forget that God ruled,
and was it necessary for Him to bring upon us
this calamity, to remind us that God ruled in the
affairs of nations, as in the affairs of men? So
it would seem, and, bowed down to the dust,
our only hope, our only trust, our only confidence,
can lie in Him. May He give to him, who, by our
Constitution, has become our head, the wisdom
that he gave to his predecessor. May He guide him
in the trials through which he will be called upon
to pass, and may this attempt to destroy the nation
by the destruction of its honored head cement, as
one man the entire North, to resolve to be content
and satisfied with nothing but the entire subuga-
tion, the entire submission of every man to the
Constitution, to the flag, and the Union of our
common country. God grant that good may grow
out of this; God grant that it may be tempered
for our good, and though we cannot see now,
though the vail is not now rent, yet the time
I trust is not far distant when we will see it has
been ordered for our good. A man has been
stricken down, who, if he erred at all, erred on

the side of mercy ; a man who stood ready to wel-
come the deluded and erring citizens of the South

back into one common fold, who was willing to

extend over them the protection of our Govern-
42
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ment. It may be, it is, it will be, for our good.
The nation lives, though its head is gone, and
may we give our confidence, our hope to him who

has now, by this dispensation, become President of
this Republic. The blow is not struck at the
President, nor the people, but at the Republi-

can form of government. Shall it be the death-
knell of republicanism? Shall it be said, and be
said with truth, by the despots of Europe, that
man is not fit for self-government ; that man must
be governed by one who claims the right from
God? I hope not, I trust not. I believe that man
is still fit for self-government, and that this Repub-
lic will emerge from the calamity that has now
befallen it, and will assert her rights, her suprem-
acy among the nations of the earth. I second the
resolutions. I know they will find a response in
every heart, and I hope arrangements will be car-
ried out, and all that can will be done to testify a
nation’s sorrow at the loss of its venerable and
venerated head. Oh, let us now, in this dreadful
hour, realize our dependence, with submission and
acknowledgment to the will of God.




SPECIAL SESSION.

Boavd of Fupervigors, Dypril 15, 1865.

The Board met, pursuant to the following call :

Boarp or SuPERVISORS’ OFFICE, }

No. 7 Crry Hawy,
NEw York, AprIL 15, 1865,

We, the undersigned, members of the Board of
Supervisors of the county of New York, do here-
by request Joseph B. Young, Clerk of said Board,
to call a special meeting of the Board, for Satur-
day, the 15th instant, at 4 o’clock, P. M,, to take
action in regard to the calamity that has befallen

the nation, in the death of President Lincoln.
ELUAH F. PURDY,
WILLIAM R. STEWART,
ORISON BLUNT,
JAMES DAVIS,
SHERIDAN SHOOK,
ANDREAS WILLMANN,
WALTER ROCHE.

PRESENT:

BUPEEYISORS. BUPERVISORS.
OrsoN BLunT. ‘WaLTer RoCHE.
James Davis, SHERIDAN SHOOK.
Euuan F. Purpy. WiLLian R. STEWART.
ANDREAS WILLMANN.
“
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The.President being absent, on motion of Su-

pervisor Roche, Supervisor Blunt was called to
the Chair.

Enlogies Bronounced in the Board of Fupervigors,

SupErvisoR PurpDY—Mr. President, I suppose
it is hardly necessary for me to say for what
purpose this Board has been convened. The news
has spread with the wings of lightning through.
out the length and breadth of the land. We have
assembled upon an occasion of an unusual charac-
ter, such has as never been witnessed by the Ameri-
can people. The Chief Magistrate of the Repub-
lic has been murdered by an assassin. I hope he
is not of the manor born ; and hope, also, he is not
a citizen by adoption. It is disgraceful to the
American nation to contemplate, for a single
moment, that anybody belonging to this country
would commit so great an outrage upon human-
ity, and upon the interests of the whole country.
I am deeply pained to make this announcement.
I feel that it is a foul disgrace that the Chief
Magistrate of this nation should be stricken down.
He was surrounded with difficulties on entering
upon his administration, which it seemed almost
impossible to overcome, and yet he was on the

point of success in re-establishing the Constitution
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and the laws. Not only that, but the second in
command, the man who has guided the helm of

State so successfully, prostrated as he was by an
accident of a very melancholy character, was
attacked in his chamber by the assassin, who
attempted to murder this assistant as well as him-
self. These events should fill every American
heart with gloom. Mr. President, I feel alarmed
for the country ; I feel as though we were now
groping again in the dark ; I feel that we may see
scenes such as have never been seen before. The
war was ending, but suddenly this new scene
opened before us; we have now no man upon
whom the country can rely, with the same confi-
dence, as upon the man who has been stricken
down, and should we lose the Secretary of State,
what would become of this country? Mr. Presi-
dent, I think I can truly say there is no man in
existence, to my knowledge, that can occupy the
place of Abraham Lincoln. I believe I can say
that with unquestioned sincerity, for no man can
say that I did anything towards his election to
the Presidency. But I do believe, that there is no
man who is so strong in the confidence of the peo-
ple, who is so earnest to do right, and so anxious
to do justice to all, as he. But, Mr. President, my

feelings are so deep that I cannot give them ex-
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pression ; I feel that my time, also, has nearly

come.
I offer the following resolutions :

#Plereas, The startling intelligence reaches us from
‘Washington, that President Lincoln, the Head of the
American Nation, is no more, having been basely assassin-
ated on the evening of the 14th instant ; and,

Whereng, The horrible crime of assassination of officers
high in authority, which has caused this sorrowful event,
has never before disgraced the pages of American history,
the will of the majority of the pcople having always been
cheerfully acquiesced in, prior to the rebellion of the South-
ern States, with a unanimity that has formed the strongest
bond of republican unity, and the surest guarantee of the
perpetuation of our liberties ; and,

#herens, This fearful crime and shocking calamity has
occurred just at the moment when every patriot’s heart was
full of joy at the glorious victories won by the Federal
arms, and at the prospect of an early and lasting peace to
our beloved country —triumphs which gladden and cheer an
American, and which bid fair to present to thc nations of
the earth a happy, united, and powerful peoplec—triumphs
resulting mainly from the honest, devoted, pure, patriotic
energies of him whose untimely end the nation mourns; and,

Wherens, We, in common with our fullow-citizens, suffer
the terrible shock, and our hearts swell with unassuaged
grief at the calamity which has been permitted to befall us,
in the sudden death of our Chief Magistrate, no such pang
of sorrow at the loss of a beloved public officer having ever
occurred in the history of this country.

a
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Besolved, That this Board receives with unfeigned
emotion and deep solemnity, the dire and heart-rending
intelligence of the death of Abraham Lincoln, President of
the United States; and that, while we truly sympathize
with the family and relatives of the deceased, in their sud-
den and irreparable bereavement, and deeply deplore the
sad event, we fervently unite with our fellow-citizens
throughout the count;'y and nation, in expressing the deep-
rooted sorrow which pervades all hearts at the loss of one
who had peculiarly signalized his administration of the
affairs of his great office, and who has enshrined himself in
the heart of every patriot and well-wisher of his country, by
the purity of his private character, and by the elevated po-
gition in which he had been placed by the voice of the
American people,

Besolved, That this Board will participate in a suitable
demonstration of respect for the memory of the late Presi-
dent; that the chamber of the Board be hung in black for
ninety days; and that the members of this Board wear the
usual badge of mourning for the same period.

Regolved, That the officers of the Board be requested to
transmit a copy of this preamble and resolutions to the
sorrow-stricken family of the deceased, and cause the same
to be published.

Resolved, That a Committee of four be appointed to facili-
tate any arrangements which may be deemed advisable for
a suitable manifestation of respect for the memory of the
deceased.

Resolved, That all County officers be requested to close
their offices until after the obsequies.
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Supervisor Davis seconded the adoption of the
above, and spoke as follows :

1 rise for the purpose of seconding these resolu-
tions, not for the purpose of attempting to pass
any eulogy upon the deceased. I feel that, if I
were competent to deliver a eulogy upon the char-
acter of him whose loss we are called upon to
mourn, my feelings upon this occasion are such
that I cannot bring my mind to the subject.

It is truly said in these resolutions (and they
seem to cover the whole ground of what need be
said upon an occasion of this kind) that such an
event has never before occurred in our history.
In other countries and other governments similar
events have occurred; but in this country, never.
‘We are not now able to bring our minds to con-
- template the vast results which may ensue, so as
fully to understand the great loss that we have
suffered.

We can only bow in submission to the stroke,

and put our trust in God for the future. That

we have suffered an overwhelming loss, however,
the gloom which pervades the whole community ;
the melancholy appearance of the buildings,
draped in mourning; the flags floating at half-
mast, and the subdued manner in which this event

is alludedmto, indicate that the public mind is
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deeply inipressed with the fact, that a great and

good man has fallen in the discharge of his duty.
He has fallen a martyr to the principles which
have guided him in his public acts. - His Country
will feel its loss, will mourn at his untimely end ;
but history will record his name high upon the
record of the benefactors of his race, and the na-
tion will reap the fruits of the rich legacy he has
bequeathed to it. It is proper that the action
which these resolutions contemplate, should be
taken, and that the members of this Board should
co-operate with the other departments of the City
and General Governments, in paying due honor to
the memory of him whose loss we are called upon
on this occasion to deplore. I second the resolu-
tions with feelings of deep solemnity, and trust
that they will be properly engrossed, and a copy
transmitted to the family of the deceased.

The resolutions were then unanimously adopted ;

And the President appointed as such Com-
mittee,

Supervisors ELIJAH F. PURDY,
WILLIAM R. STEWART,

WALTER ROCHE,
SHERIDAN SHOOK.
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SuPERVISOR STEWART presented the following :

#Wherens, The shocking intelligence has been communi-
cated that.the assassination of Hon. Wm. H. Seward, Secre-
tary of State, was attempted in Washington, about the same
time that President Lincoln met his untimely end; and,

#herens, He now lies in a critical condition, resulting from
the shameful act, as also his son Frederick, who attempted
to prevent the commission of the murderous deed ; and,

#Wherens, The Honorable the Secretary of State has been
intimately associated with President Lincoln in the adminis-
tration of the public affairs of this country, for the last four
years, assisting and advising in regard to the accomplish-
ment of those glorious triuthphs, which have caused the
nation to joyfully exult; and,

#herens, Mr. Seward, by his marked ability, his long
experience in public affairs, has stamped himself as one of the
greatest statesmen of modern times, and his extensive knowl-
edge and research have been invaluable during the crisis
from which the country has nearly emerged; therefore,

Resolved, That we sincerely and earnestly pray that the
Almighty, in His infinite wisdom, may spare the life of one
who is an ornament to the republican institutions of our
country ; that this long-tried ability and unquestioned devo-
tion to the country may yet serve the American people in
many an emergency.
~ Besolved, That we cordially sympathize with the family
and relatives of Mr. Seward, in the affliction which he and
they are called upon to bear, and trust that their hearts may
be gladdened by the speedy recovery to health and strength
of Mr. Seward and his son Frederick.

Which were unanimously adopted.
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Weeting of Gitizeng in Wall Steeet,

During the morning of the 15th of April, alarge
meeting of our citizens convened in front of the
Custom House in Wall street, over which Simeon
Draper, Esq., was called to preside, and Messrs.
Moses Taylor, Moses H. Grinnell, and S. B. Chit-
tenden were appointed Vice-Presidents, and the
following preamble and resolutions were adopted :

%Whereas, It has pleased Almighty God to take from us
Abraham Lincoln, the President of the United States, by a
sudden and awful visitation; and by this great calamity
befalling us in the hour of our national triumph, we are
warned of the uncertainty of all human affairs, and our
absolute dependence for our safety and protection, as a
nation, upon the mercy and wisdom of Divine Providence;
therefore,

Resolved, That in this hour of our deep affliction we hum-
bly implore that the Divine protection and support vouch-
safed to us as a nation hitherto, which has borne us through
years of bittertrial, and brought us safely through the storms
of war to victory and the prospect of peace, will not now
be withdrawn from us, but that, having taken from us the
chosen and beloved Chief Magistrate, who has earnestly, and
faithfully, and wisely labored and toiled in the behalf of
his people, God will, in His mercy, enlighten, guide, and
strengthen His servants, upon whom devolves the authority
of the Government, so that they may wisely and justly

administer the power confided to them.
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Brsolved, That while we bow in submission to the mys-
terious dispensation which thus afflicts us, as men and
citizens we must express the anguish and grief which fill
our hearts, that the death of Abraham Lincoln is a calamity,
not to this nation only, but to the civilized world.

¥egolved, That while in his personal character, exhibiting
the most kind and generous nature, he, in his public career,
manifested and illustrated in the highest degree the capacity
of free institutions to inspire and develop true greatness of
character; that his services to the nation, through all the
years of trial and danger, his unwavering devotion, his
high courage and enduring hope, have endeared him forever
to the hearts of the people, and in their memories, as in his-
tory, he will be recorded as the first patriot of the age.
Alas, that he should be also the most distinguished martyr
in the sacred cause of liberty !

Besolved, That, as by the last acts of his life the President
proved that kindness, charity, and spirit of conciliation
toward the enemies of the Republic animated him and
dictated his policy, so we believe that we best honor his
memory by emulating his example, and continuing to labor

for the restoration of peace and harmony in the land.

Besolved, That to the bereaved wife and children of
the lamented dead we tender our deep and heartfelt sym-
pathies, but can offer no better consolation than the assur-
ance that the whole people are with them, and feel their loss
to be irreparable.

¥rsolved, That we tender to the officer upon whom, by

this sad calaniity, the Executive authority devolves, our

sympathy in the trying position in which he is placed, and

the assurance of our cordial and unwavering support in the
]
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measures which, guided by Divine wisdom, he may adopt
for the speedy accomplishment of the great object for which
his lamented predecessor labored and died.

Besolved, That it be recommended to the citizens to close
all places of business to-day as early as practicable, and that
they remain closed until after the burial of the deceased
President.

Besolved, That it be requested that all places of public
amusement be closed for this evening, and that the question
of the further closing of all such sources of pleasure be
referred to the sympathy, loyalty, and reverence of the
managers.

Besolved, That a Committee of thirteen citizens of New
York be sent to Washington to attend the funeral of the
President, and to tender such aid and sympathy to the

Government as may be needful and proper, and that said

Committee consist of the following gentlemen:
MOSES TAYLOR,
JONATHAN STURGES,
WILLIAM E. DODGE,
HAMILTON FISH,

MOSES H. GRINNELL,
WILLIAM M. EVARTS,
CHARLES H. RUSSELL,
EDWARDS PIERREPONT,
SAMUEL SLOAN,

JOHN JACOB ASTOR, JR.,
FRANCIS B. CUTTING,

R. M. BLATCHFORD,
CHARLES H. MARSHALL.
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During the day various other meetings were
held, at which speeches were made and zesolutions
adopted.

The Committees thus appointed by the respective
Boards of the Common Council, having organized
by the selection of Alderman Ottiwell as Chair-
man, immediately visited Washington for the pur-
pose of attending the funeral solemnities of the
late President in that city.

The following day, being Sunday, presented a
scene in the deserted streets, in which the emblems
of sorrow displayed on every side gave additional
solemnity to the ordinary observances of the day.
In all the churches services were held appropriate
to the occasion; and the public evidences of the

power of religious ceremonies were probably

never more strongly manifested. The suddenness
and severity of the blow, and the dread uncertainty
as to what might be the consequences to the pub-
lic welfare, combined to soften the hardest hearts,
and make them bow before the power of the
Almighty.
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Wonening Decorntions,

Immediately upon the reception of the mournful
tidings, our citizens began to drape their resi-
dences and places of business in mourning, and
soon scarcely a building in the city, public or
private, from the palatial Fifth avenue mansion to
the humblest tenement-house, could be seen, which
had not some outward funereal decoration; while
nearly all our citizens wore mourning badges upon
their persons. Such universality of mourning was
never known before in the annals of our country.
So great was the demand for mourning goods, that
the stock of such goods in the city was nearly
exhausted.

The following description of the city, as it
appeared in its mourning garb, is taken from the
newspapers of the city, published on the 19th of
April, the New York Herald particularly, and is
so strikingly faithful, as to warrant its incorpo-
ration into this work.

Appenrance of Brondway,

In the following descriptions, the decorations of
Broadway are alluded to under the headings of
the different wards through which our great

thoroughfare passes. The magnificent effect of
®
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Broadway in mourning, can only thus be esti-
- mated. From the Battery to Union square there
was not a building but assumed, in some shape
or other, the garb of sorrow.

A ride up Broadway was one long funeral pro-
cession. In some instances, the habiliments of
mourning were arranged with an amount of skill
bordering upon artistic genius. In other instances,
somberness of effect appeared alone to have been
aimed at. In all cases unaffected sorrow and vene-
ration were the actuating motives, and any short-
comings in execution were abundantly covered by
the excellence of the sentiment which inspired this
remarkable and spontaneous demonstration. Na-
tionalities and creeds were swallowed up in the all-
pervading sorrow. Germans, Frenchmen, Span-
iards, and British residents, all united in the ex-
pression of their grief; and this was only a prelude
to the feeling which stirred every free nation of
the Old World, when the tidings of the President’s
death were made known. What Byron fittingly
said of Pitt, will apply with even greater force to
Abraham Lincoln :

Not one great people only raise his urn:
All Europe’s far-extended regions mourn.

" The foreign consulates were amongst the build-

ings most [geavily draped in the insignia of woe.

5
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At the office of the Inman Steamship Company,
the Stars and Stripes and the Union Jack were
looped together side by side in one common badge
of mourning.

The banks and insurance offices first command

attention. The whole proportion of some of these
buildings afforded almost unlimited scope for dec-
orative display, and as a rule this advantage was

made the most of. Nothing, for instance, could
be in better character with the occasion than the
funereal canopy over the entrance to the Bank of
the Republic; and the hangings of black and the
huge funereal badges, over and in the windows of
the Atlantic Bank, stood out in startling relief
from the white marble-front of the building. The
Hope, Continental, and New York Insurance Com-
panies also were conspicuous for the admirable
arrangement of their drapery. The hotels were
not prominent for the elaborate nature of their
outward trappings. The New York Hotel (a
great resort of Southerners) and the Astor House
must, however, be excepted. Over the entrance
to the latter hotel were the lines:

Oniy the actions of the fust
Smell sweet, and blossom (n the Just,
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The skillful manner in which the American flag
was transformed into an emblem of mourning, was
a noticeable feature in the decorations. Messrs.
Stewart’s store, on the corner of Chambers street
and Broadway, was the best exemplar of this; but
Zechiel's fur warehouse, Coughlan, Detmars &
Co.’s, No. 414 Broadway, the Singer Manufactur-
ing Company’s, Wheeler & Wilson’s, Union
Adams¢’, and other buildings, afforded specimens of
the same effective mode of arrangement. Busts of
the martyred President, and paper monuments,
cunningly contrived to look like marble, were of
frequent occurrence. None were more beautiful
than those at 357 Broadway. Among the deco-
rations the initiated would recognize here and
there the expressive symbols of Freemasonry,
showing where members of that omnipresent craft
mourned for one who was a Mason in the noblest
acceptation of the term, though not actually a
“brother of the mystic tie.”

Slate-colored silk, intermingled with American

flags and mourning bands, were introduced with
admirable taste at Osborne & May’s, 394 Broad-
way.

Among the inscriptions not elsewhere noticed,
were some of signal appropriateness. Under an
obelisk bearing the name of “LincoLn,” at 356
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Broadway, were lines which must have suggested
themselves to many within the last few days:

ol mobes {n a mysterious way,
Mis wonders to perform.

The Army and Navy Clothing Office (Gehera.l
Vinton’s) displayed the words:

EHhou art gone, and f{riendy and foe
Alike apprecfate thee now.

At Knabe & Co.’s, who, it is to be noticed, are
the agents of a Baltimore house, a bust of Mr.
Lincoln, severely simple in the absence of all orna-
mentation, was shown on a black pedestal, and
underneath this a fitting quotation, which, how-
ever, was marred in the copying:

Ehere was in this man something that couly create,
subbert or veform, an wnderstanding spirit, and an
eloquence to summon mankind to society, or to break
the bonds of slabery asunder, and to rule the wilberness
of free minds wit) unbounded authority—sometding that
couly establish andy oberwhelnr an empive, and strike a
blots i the worly that should resound through the untberse.
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At 555 Broadway, Wm. B. Holmes':

A Natfon dbowed (w grief
Il vise (n might to epterminate
Ehe Zeaders of this accursed Rebellfon.
“BHhus be (t eber’’ to MRedbels,

Fredericks’ Photographic Temple of Art was
chastely and beautifully adorned, and bore this

inscription :

¥ sorvoiing tears the nation's griet is spent,
Mankiny das lost a friend, and we a Presiyent.

At Clarke’s Photographic Union there was a

well-painted transparency of the President, and

underneath, the words:

Mis menvory, like the Enlon Ye preserved, is wot for & Vay,
but for all tinve.

Miller & Matthews’ stationery store, 757 Broad-
way, was hung with the deepest mourning, the
windows being entirely covered with black cloth.
The motto,

Fustice, not Vebenge,
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was exhibited at the side of the building, but
immediately underneath were these suggestive

reminders:

Massacre at Lawmrence.
Andersondbillie Prison Pen.
. Mining Ridbdy Prison.
Murder of the Presivent.

At Jackson’s, 759, was a portrait of Mr. Lincoln,
with the inscription :

Me was a man, take pim for all in all.

Another store further on displayed another por-
trait, and furnished the quotation:

e shall not look upon dHis lfke again.

Taken as a whole, the spectacle which Broadway

presented has probably never been paralleled in
history. The nearest approach to it in modern
times, was the aspect of Great Britain when Prince
Albert was so suddenly cut off. The writer visit-
ed the great manufacturing centres of England
when the grief and excitement .caused by that
event were at their height. But, though the pub-

lic sorrow was intense, spontaneous outward mani-
(-]
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festations of grief were almost entirely wanting.
So also were the feelings of horror and detesta-
tion at a heinous crime which give to our grief
a deeper gloom, and render our national mourning,
in its uniqueness, the appropriate accompaniment
of a loss the most terrible that any nation has en-
dured, and of a deed unequaled in its atrocity in
the annals of the world.

The First, Second, and Thivd Wards,
The lower part of the city, although devoted
largely to business, and filled with stores and pub-

lic offices, was nevertheless very generally covered
with the emblems of mourning. It is true there
was a great sameness and lack of variety, but the
spontaneity and extent of the display were very
remarkable. Commencing down at the Battery,
a survey of all the streets up as far as Chambers
street, between the East and North rivers, exhibited
scarcely a building that was not covered in some
part with the external evidences of the national
.grief. The barge office at Whitehall presented a
front covered with tastefully arranged folds of
black and white. The Hamilton and South ferry
house was festooned with similar colors. Looking
up Broadway, the office of the British Consul ap-

peared with its flags at halfmast, and the roof and
o
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windows hung with sable trappings. Next door
to this was the Stevens’ House, very heavily draped
and very neatly.

The Produce Exchange, in Whitehall street, was
decked with very remarkable taste and touching
simplicity. Over the entrances on each street
were hangings of black muslin, and inside, the
broad pillars were wreathed with wide bands of
crape, lending a very impressive aspect to the
building.

The Sub-Treasury office in Nassau street was
extensively draped, particularly in the interior,

where the walls, counters, desks, and arches were

appropriately festooned. The chandeliers and
clocks even were decked with drooping flags and
mourning rosettes.

The United States public store, corner of
Exchange place and Broadway, was covered with
streamlets of white and black.

The Express offices, particularly Harnden’s and
the National, were beautifully ornamented.

We have already alluded to the manner in
which the City Hall has been fixed up, as a mark
of respect for the memory of President Lincoln.
The fine old building formed one of the most strik-
ing features of the city’s tribute to the memory of
the departed and deeply lamented Chief Magistrate.

. g a1 E—
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From the figure of Justice, crowning the cupola,
down to the basement, was to be seen a continuous
exhibition of funereal decorations. The little pil-
lars of the cupola were surrounded with bands of
black muslin ; the cornices fringing the roof held
black pendants; the windows were arched with
black strips, and the heavy solid pillars beneath
the balcony were encircled with rolls of drapery
of the same color. On the front of the balcony,
just above the pillars, appeared in large, white let-
ters on a dark sheet the following inscrip<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>