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Satisfaction

Guaranteed
Or Your Money Back

WAREHOUSE AND
PACKING DEPARTMENT
VALLEY AND GRAIN ST.

GENERAL OFFICE. ELM AND VALLEY ST.

HE policy of our house and business, which was established twenty-six years ago,
in r884, has been to make highest quality a first consideration, and then make our
prices as low as good, honest seeds could be sold for. Our prices, therefore will

in all cases be found as low as those of any other reliable house for seeds of the
highest standard of excellence. It is our purpose and determination to grow and
send out nothing but the very best seeds that can be grown. By adhering to this

policy it has made it possible to increase and multiply our business from year to year
until now we have gained the largest seed trade enjoyed by any house Bast, West,
North or South in the United States, and we fully realize <a'the success achieved can
only be maintained by the methods that obtained it." No seeds leave our seed
house until after being thoroughly tested as to life and vitality, and when you
sow "Ratekin's Reliable Seeds

In our catalog we have endeavored to make everything
plain, but if there is anything you don't understand or
there is any further inquiries you wish to make, don't
hesitate to write us. We will gladly answer any questions
you have to ask or give you any information we can.

With hearty good wishes to all who receive this cata-
log and wishing each and all a prosperous New Year,
we remain, Very truly yours,

RATEKIN'S SEED HOUSE.

you can feel absolutely sure they will grow.

* • m. PmnJ.viatorPropruior.
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June 1. 1907
To Ihom It Ma/ Conoern,

It is Tffith pleasure that we testify to our good opinion of tne integrity,
responsibility and business ability of Mr. J W. Ratekin, proprietor and business
manager of the " Ratekin's Seed House" of this City, and to say that »e have person-

ally been well acquainted with Mr. Ratekin for many years, during which time this houss

has, "by an honorable business record, built up a large wholesale ana retail mail order

trade, second to no other like business house in the west.

Anyone can, in our judgement, feel perfectly secure in sending their orders and

money to this house, as we understand they ship all their seed agreeing that anything
not proving satisfactory on receipt and examination may be returned at their expense .

and money paid will "be immediately refunded, and we beleive this house can be relied
upon to do exactly as they agree.

Very truly yours,

p 0 Prest

The Commercial National Bank.

IURi>LLt) AND LNUIVIUEU PhurfTtl

Shcnandoah low June 10, 1909

To Whom !t May Concern
We take pleasure in speaking a good word for

the Ratekin Seed House. The proprietor, Mr. J. W. Ratekin,
has been Intimately known to us for a number of years and
he has proven himeelf an energetic and successful business
man. Starting a number of years ago with a very small
plant he to-day has developed it into one of the largest
seed housee, both retail and wholesale, In the oentral west

The Ratekin Seed House is entirely responsible
financially, therefore anyone desxring to trade with them
need have no hesitation in doing so as we understand It is
a fixed rule of the house to refund any money sent where
for any reason tne goods shipped are not found satisfactory
jon examination

Vary truly yours

Caw-Ac $30 COG-

The SecurityTri:st & Savings Bank

Siienaxijoah. Iowa, June 16 , 1909,

To whom it may concern :-

For many years we have oeen
acquainted, both in a personal and business way with
Mr. J.W. Ratekin, proprietor of Ratekin's Seed House
of this city. During this time he has handled many
thousand bushels of seed from the farms of men
connected with this bank and these and his business
relations with us have always been so pleasant and
satisfactory that we appreciate this opportunity
to express our good opinion of his Integrity financial
standing and progressive business methods.

His house has built up an extensive business
and the fact that a dissatisfied customer is unheard
of is sufficient testimonial of the straight business
methods of the firm and the quality of seed they
nandle.

REFERENCES
AND

RELIABILITY
.Our Reliability: We have re-

sided in Shenandoah and vicin-

ity for more than thirty-four

years and have been engaged in

the seed- trade since 1884, twen-

ty-six years at this place, and
hope to continue in business

here many other years to come.

We have seen this city grow
from a small hamlet out on the

i rairie when the only railroad

depot we had was a box car, to

a busy metropolitan cit}*, sur-

rounded as it is by the most
fertile region to be found in the

world. During all these years,

one b}- one we have become fa-

miliarly acquainted with all, and
we take pleasure in referrmg our

new and prospective customers

to the Shenandoah National

Bank, Commercial National

Bank and The Security Trust &
Savings Bank of this city; to

the mayor, postmaster, Pacific

and Adams Express Agents, or

to any business man, firm or

house, as well as to Dun's and
Bradstreet's Commercial A_gen-

cies; in fact, your local bank
or banker can furnish you with

our financial standing if you
care to make inquiry^.
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Oldest and Largest Seed House in the West

To Our Friends and Patrons, Greetings:

If ever a Seed House or Seed Firm in this world had cause to feel grateful to its customers and friends,

we certainly have for the more than TWO HUNDED THOUSAND ORDERS RECEIVED FROM
THEM DURING THE YEAR 1909, for seeds, of various sorts, for the farm and garden. These orders

coming from every State in the Union, as well as from every country on the face of the globe, and it is in no

ordinary sense when we say that we not only appreciate in the fullest measure the friendship and confi-

dence extended to us for this liberal patronage, but we would also feel that we were failing in our duty and

denying ourselves of a great pleasure if we did not express here our grateful acknowledgements to those

who have helped to make possible whatever success we have attained.

The year 1909 was with us a significant one, it being our 25th year (a quarter of a century) in the Seed

Business here at Shenandoah, and one if not the oldest continuous mail order seed house in Iowa or the

West. The year brought not only a large increased business, but with it hundreds if not thousands of kind

expressions from old as well as new customers, many of which have been continuous our customers for

ten, fifteen and twenty-five years.

Our first catalog was issued in 1885 consisting of four pages 6x9 only. In it we announced our pol-

icy and platform: "We believe any order for Seeds, it matters not how large or small, involves a trust

of honor which every honest man should respond to." In looking back over these years that have passed

we feel despite errors, mistakes and disappointments that may have occurred we have tried to profit from

chem, and have ever tried to keep faith with our customers and have kept constantly in mind the ideal

Seedsman's responsibility to his customer, fully realizing that farmers, planters and truck growers have

to buy their seeds almost wholly and entirely on confidence, and to lose confidence in your seedsman

means the loss of your patronage. But with fair and honest treatment and good seeds you will continue

to send back to us as others have done year after year.

Last year being a record breaker over all our previous experience, the rush season commencing March

1st, found us overwhelmed and submerged with orders, and altho we worked night and day with a

double force, in some cases we were unable to get our orders out as quick and promptly as we wished, but

so far as we know all with a very few exceptions received their seeds in good time. The past summer,

however, we have built a large addition to our previous large house, and will be fully prepared this sea-

son to take care of all orders coming to us in an expeditious manner and to get them all out the same

day or»day following their receipt by us.

If you, dear friend, have never used or planted Ratekin's Reliable Seeds, I want you to TRY THEM
THIS YEAR, and if favored with your orders, it matters not how large or small they may be, I will try to

serve you and treat you in a manner that will please you.

Very truly yours, RATEKIN'S SEED HOUSE,

Shenandoah, Iowa, January 1, 1910. Proprietor and Mgr.
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Our Terms and General Information About Ordering.

Please Read Carefully Before Sending Your Order.

Our Terms are STRICTLY CASH WITH ORDER, we send nothing cod Every
item entering into the Seed Busi-

ness is spot cash. Cash buys the best of everything. When cost of seed, postage and other necessary ex-
pense is paid good, high grade seeds are sold on a very small margin. It's not the big profits on a single
order but the large volume of business we do that enables us to make you bargain prices and give you the
most for your money.

Our Responsibility. As ^ s book will probably go into the hands of many who are unacquainted
* J ' with us, this question will naturally arise, and in answer to the same we take

pleasure in referring you to the Shenandoah National Bank, Commercial National Bank, Security Trust
and Savings Bank or any business house; the mayor, postmaster, Adams or Pacific Express agents or any
person whatsoever of this city.

What We Guarantee. Tnat al l money sent us shall reach us if sent by Post Office Order,
Express Money Order, Bank Draft or Registered Letter. That your or-

ders will be filled promptly and that all seeds to be entirely satisfactory on receipt of same, oth-
erwise anything not so may be returned to us any time within ten days AT OUR EXPENSE
and purchase price paid for it will be refunded. In connection with this allow us to say we have
made large improvements during the past summer, having built a large brick addition adjacent to our
present plant, thus having acquired just twice the capacity for storage that we had last year; besides
added just twice the room for our Garden Seed Department; also same for office rooms than we ever
before had and will this year make an effort to fill all orders the same day as received. But if you wish
to hold your orders in our seed house until sowing or planting time, kindly advise us, as well as time when
you wish us to ship.

AbOUt W^arrantinfif* Previ°us to shipping we thoroughly test all varieties of seeds as to their vital-
" ity and germination and send out nothing which we do not positively believe

to be pure and of good strong vitality—sure to grow, yet owing to the many contingencies on which the
success of any crop depends, such as ground being too cold, wet, too dry, sowing too deep or too shallow,
attacks by squirrels, mice, insects, etc., etc., hence it would be unwise and folly for us to guarantee a per-
fect crop. Therefore we give no warranty, express or implied, as to description, quality, productiveness in

any other manner on any seeds we send out and will in no way be responsible for the crop. But as per
preceding paragraph under the head of our GUARANTEE, any seeds not found satisfactory MAY BE RE-
TURNED TO US AT ANY TIME WITHIN TEN DAYS after their arrival, which will give sufficient

time for examination and to make such tests as may be necessary. But we cannot return money for any
order that has been in your hands longer than ten days. The shipping bill or receipt taken from your
railroad agent should always be forwarded to us at time delivery of goods is made to railroad company.

Boxes and bags are free with all shipments of Seed Corn, Oats, Barley, Speltz and other grain. But
sacks for grass seeds add 20 cents extra for each bag. Ear corn, 70 lbs. per bushel; shelled corn, 56 lbs.

per bushel.

What We PrepaV P0Sta2fe On! Wepay postage or express charges on all vegetable, flower
* * * and other seeds quoted by packet, ounce or pound; one-half

pint, pint and quart, and guarantee safe delivery at any postoffice in the United States. If such seeds,

however, are to be sent inside of a sack of heavy field seeds to go by express or freight at expense of pur-
chaser, you may deduct at the rate of 8 cents per pound from regular -catalog price for any vegetable or
flower seeds contained in the order.

Charges Not Prepaid. ^.11 seeds sold by peck or bushel or other than pound prices, includings * Farm, Field and Grass Seeds, etc., etc., are sent by freight or express as

may be directed, at purchaser's expense.

Delivery. The point of delivery of all heavy goods is on cars at Shenandoah. When we quote a de-

livered price at your station it means we prepay the freight or express charges.

Prepaid Stations. ^any of our customers live at points known as prepaid stations, where there is
" ' no agent. In such cases you should always send money enough to prepay freight

charges through to such points, otherwise we will ship to nearest station where there is an agent.

Small Orders. -^ matters not what you want in the seed line, nor how large or small your order,

even only one packet, we shall be glad to hear from you and it will have our prompt
and best attention and we will otherwise try to serve you in a manner that will please you.

Market Gardeners an(* others who buy vegetable and flower seeds in bulk to amount of $5.00

or over are requested to make out a list of their wants and requirements and
send them in when we will make them our lowest special prices on large orders. In short, we want to

hear from every one who receives this book and you may always depend upon receiving the most cour-
teous treatment.
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It is Easy to Order Your Seeds by Mail.
Ordering by mail is not a difficult task. The following- points are sufficient ninety-nine times out of a

hundred.
1st. Take our catalog and select your seeds, using our blank order sheet if you have one. If not any

kind of plain paper will do.
2d. Give name and price of each article.

3d. Write your full name and Postoffice address, as well as shipping point if different from your Post-
office.

4th. If seeds are to be sent by packet, ounce, pound, pint or quart, we prepay all postage or express
charges, and you will receive your seeds sent that way within a week from the time you mail your order at
your home Postoffice. If seeds are to be sent by freight or express at your expense, give name of your
shipping station and name of Railroad. If seeds are to be sent by express, give name of your shipping
point and also name of your Express Co. If there is no freight agent at your station, remit extra to cover
the freight. Always send good and plenty to pay the charges and if any left we will return excess by first

mail. '

$th. Enclose Postoffice Money Order, Express Money Order, Bank Draft or send money by Reristered
Letter. If you have money in the bank and not convenient to send remittance as stated, send your per-
sonal check. We like to do business with those who have a bank account as well as those who are trying
to start one-—something you will soon do if you plant Ratekin's Reliable Seeds. In addition to the methods
of remittance we will accept clean postage stamps, one and two cent denominations, for small orders of
less than $2.00, when not convenient to send by more approved methods.

6th. Don't waste time by writing to ask if we have certain kinds of seeds, except it may be some va-
riety of seed corn not listed by us, as we carry a full and complete stock of every kind of farm, grass and
garden seeds grown that are worth planting. In short, we are here to meet the requirements and demands of
the trade and you have no use to hunt elsewhere for anything in the seed line you want.

Don't be Afraid of Making a Mistake.
For 25 years we have been handling orders from all easses of people, "old and young," and have learned

how to handle their orders in a manner that always pleases them. Don't be afraid you will make a mis-
take—we make them, so does everybody, but we are always glad to correct them. Write your name and ad-
dress plainly, and if there is anything wrong about your order we will either correct it or notify you. Talk
natural to us; tell us what you want in your own language. Long experience has taught us how to under-
stand our customers. We have tried to explain and make everything plain in this catalog, under head of
"Suggestions to our Customers" and "Simple Rules for Ordering." But if there is anything else you want
to know write us and we will be glad to answer your questions and give you any information we can.

About Claims for Damages and Overcharges.
We carefully pack and deliver all our seeds in good condition, on board the cars here. We take receipt

from the railroad or express company, as case may be, showing that they received them in good order, and
it rarely happens that any seeds are received in bad order. If it should ever happen, however, that bags are

torn, boxes broken open or are otherwise in bad order; short in number of bags or in any way defective be
sure to have the railroad agent make notation of such shortage or defection on the freight receipt (expense
bill) he gives you. You can then present your claim for damages to the railroad agent from whom you re-

ceive the seeds, it being his duty at that end to take the matter up with the officials of that road and collect

for you any damage or for shortage that may have occurred. This is a duty required of any agent and we
will willingly comply with it if you will attend to the matter at the time of the transaction. If he fails for

any reason to collect for loss or damage, in reasonable length of time write us and we will take the mat-
ter up for you from this end.

FREIGHT RATES.
' DON'T LET THE QUESTION OF FREIGHT CHARGES WORRY YOU.
Because whether you buy from us, your home dealer or elsewhere you pay the freight and usually a pro-

fit on that. Just so you make up an order to weigh one hundred pounds or over you will get the benefit of

the hundred pound freight rate and as low as any local merchant can get any where in the United States.

Less than one hundred pounds will be charged same as if there was that much, but all shipments above one
hundred pounds will be charged pro-rata on hundred pounds basis. The savings we make you on new high

grade seeds added to the increased yields and results of your crops will pay you a hundred times over, as

first cost of good seeds is nominally nothing as compared with planting old run out or inferior sorts.

You will find it to great advantage many times to induce your neighbors to join with you in ordering

seeds for your farm and garden. We have many customers hundreds of miles away who club together and
send their orders to us for seeds, thus getting their seeds cheaper and still further reducing freight rates and

we would be very glad to have you and your neighbors take advantage of our lowest quotations in larger

amounts.
Freight on seeds in one hundred pound quantities and over is a small item, and by referring to this table

of rates and finding the nearest point or town in the table below you can calculate almost exactly what the

freight will amount to. It may be a few cents more or a few cents less, but it will give you an idea of what
it will amount to.



List of Freight Rates From Shenandoah, Iowa, Per Cwt to Points Named Below.
ALABAMA.

Birmingham ...$0.54
Montgomery . . . .54

Fruitdale .57
.47

Tuscaloosa .54
.49
.55

ARIZONA.
Phoenix .23 1

Prescott .23 ]

ARKANSAS.

.63
1.06

Fort Smith .... .69

Parragould .70

Blythedale .70
.72

Stuttgart .76

Little Rock . . . .65
.76
.67
.50

Arkansas City . . .60
.89

Fayetteville .... .55

De Vails Bluff . .60

Siloam Springs . .50
.86

Ashdown .86

CALIFORNIA.
Los Angeles . . . 1.40

Sacramento .... 1.40

San Francisco . 1.40
1.40

Redding 1.65

COLORADO.
.74
.75

Kit Carson ".75

.75
1.40

Ft. Morgan .... .74
.73

Boulder .74
.74

CONNECTICUT.
.65

Hartford .65

New Milford . . . .65

Litchfield .65

New Haven .... .65

"Waterbury .65

CANADA.
.50
.50

St. Thomas .... .50
.

:50
.62
.68

London .49

DELAWARE.
.62

Farmington .62
.60

Wilmington .... .60

GEORGIA.
Atlanta .54
Brunswick .55

.55

.56

DDAHO.
American Falls 1.50
Boise 1.80

1.45

ILLINOIS.
.34
.30

.32
.32
.27

Beardstown .... .27
.27

Galva .30
Litchfield 34
Monmouth 27
Ottawa 32
Peoria 30
Quincy 27

Rock Island ... .27
Savanna 27
Carthage 2 7

Decatur .30
Champaign 32
Carmi , . . .42

McLeansboro . . . .40
Decatur 29%
Sidell 40
Olney 42
Cairo 49
Murfreesboro . . .47
Bloomington ... .32
Paxton 38
Jacksonville ... .30
Springfield 30

INDIANA.
Effner 3 9

Adams 48
Albany 46
Ft. Wayne 43
Indianapolis 41
New Albany ... .42

Terre Haute ... .38

Huntington 42
Vincennes 37
North Vernon . . .41

Muncie 42
Lafayette 40
Evansville 45
Martinsville 44
Greencastle 42
Valparaiso 43
Frankfort 41
Michigan City . . .44
Goshen 43

IOWA.
Hamburg 08
Carson 10
Clarinda 08
Council Bluffs . .10
Chariton 14
Cumberland 13
Clinton 27
Creston 11
Albia 16
Turlington 22
Des Moines 16
Griswold 09
Humeston 13
Ottumwa 17
Sioux City 19
Manning- 25
Coon Rapids . . . .26
Tama 34
Oskaloosa 18
Marshalltown . . .22
Hampton 25
Storm Lake 30
Cedar Rapids . . .38
Rockwell City . . .26
Spencer 31
Spirit Lake 32
Jefferson 24
Sac City 28
Davenport 27
Dubuque 2 7

Emmettsburg ... .32

KANSAS.
Concordia 3 9

Atchison 20
Garnett 39
Ft. Scott 32
Gt. Bend 63
Leavenworth ... .20
Beloit 49
Parsons 32
Wichita 55
Newton 51
Topeka 30
Manhatton 3 8

Emporia 43
Winfield 60
Oberlin 66
Dodge City 51
Garden City ... .65
Olathe 32

KENTUCKY.
Louisville ,42
Madisonville ... .48
Hopkinsville ... .44
Gracey 44
Hematite 47
Greenbrier 49
Owensburg 42
Russellville 50
Bowling Green . .51
Lexington 50
Lebanon 50

.49

.55

.55

.55

.52

.52

.52

LOUISIANA.
.98

Pearl River .... 1.06
New Orleans . . . .92

MARYLAND.
.59

Cumberland .... .59

MICHIGAN.
.54
.48

Bay City .48
.48

Grand Rapids . . .48
.48
.48

48
Brown City .51

.53

.49
Manisteque .... .57
Cadillac .52

MINNESOTA.
St. Charles .... .32
Rochester .32

.32

St. Paul .32

Blue Earth .... .32

.32

.32

.32

MISSISSIPPI.
Corinth .95

.97
1.01
.97
1.00
1.01

Starkville 1.01

MISSOURI.
Delta .52
Dexter .62

New Madrid .. . . .56
.65
.20
.20

Kansas City . . . .20
.27
.27
.15

St. Joseph .15

.20
St. Louis .27

.27

.20

.40

.27
Kirksville .27
West Plain .47
Maryville .15
Higginsville .40

.45

.45

MONTANA.
Miles City 1.48
Livingston 1.59
Butte 1.63
Helena 1.63

MASSACHUSETTS.
Fall River .65

.65
Worcester .65

.65

NEBRASKA.
.37
.63
.30
.74
.21
.32

Broken Bow . . . .56
Edgar .39

.34
Grand Island . . .39

.54

.39

.46

Lincoln 24
Omaha 15
Norfolk 32
Superior .40
Tecumseh 27
Wymore 32
York 34
Fremont 24

NEW YORK.
Rochester 58
Churchville 58
Syracuse 61
Utica 63
Rotterdam Jet. . .64
Cornwall 66
New York City. .66

Mohawk 63
Troy 60
Buffalo 49
Albany 60
Poughkeepsie . . .62
Binghampton . . .61

NORTH CAROLINA.
Charlotte 65
Fayetteville ... ,.59

Washington .... .65

Wilmington 60

NORTH DAKOTA.
Fergus Falls ... .55
Fargo 59

J ismarck 81
Grand Forks ... .65

OHIO.

Chillicothe 48
Cincinnati 45
Cleveland ...... .47

Columbus 45
Dayton 42

Defiance 44
Lima .45

Portsmouth 46
Toledo : . .45

Xenia 45
Youngstown 48
Eldorado 42
Newark 47
East Mandale . . .50

Versailles 52
Pickway 53
Washington C. H .60
Pluffton 44
Ironton 47
Savona 42
Canton 47
Zanesville 48
Sandusky 46
Akron 47
Troy 48

OKLAHOMA.
Vinita 56
Wagoner 65
Muskogee 66
McAllister 75
Bartlessville ... .56

Osage 66
Tupelo 96
Guthrie 82
Atoka 96
Oklahoma City . .82

Tulsa 66
Okmulge 72
Chickasha 82
Enid 82
Hugo 1.09 .

Howe 82

OREGON.
Portland 1.40
Salem 2.05

PENNSYLVANIA.
Pittsburg 50
Johnstown 54
Weverton 59
Philadelphia ... .60
Bedford 59
Erie 50
Gettysburg 59
Scranton 60
Blairsville 59
Lewisburg 59

RHODE ISLAND.
Providence .65
Woonsocket 65

SOUTH DAKOTA.
Aberdeen 56
Armour . ...... .49
Canton 52
Gettysburg . .60
Chamberlain . .55
Vermillion .... .49
Yankton .39
Sioux Falls 32
Huron 48
Watertown 45
Pierre 60
Deadwood 1.32
Rapid City 1.28

TENNESSEE.
Princeton Jet... .47
Pond 51
T ear Springs ... .45
Tennessee Ridge .51
Milan 45
Nashville 42
Memphis 39
Gallatin 50
Hartsville 51
Frankfort ...... .48
Maysville 49
Paris 54
Union^ City 74
Jackson 89

TEXAS.
Dennison 1.15
St, Joe 1.15
Minneota 1.15
Dallas 1.15
Denton 1.15
Ft. Scott 1.15
Hillsbcro 1.22
Temple 1.22
Georgetown .... 1.22
Austin 1.22
San Antonio . . . 1.22
Galveston 1.22
Fayetteville .... 1.22
Houston . 1.22
Cisco 1.22
Henritta 1.22
Frownwood .... 1.15
Waco . 1.22
Harris 1.15
Corsicana 1.15
Fin Angelo .... 1.15
Abilene 1.15
Amarillo 1.22
Dublin 1.15
Fallinger 1.15
Paris 1.15
Stephensville . . . 1.15
Feaumont 1.22

UTAH.
Ogden l.o5
Salt Lake City. . 1.55
Manti 1.70
Bingham 1.55

VIRGINIA.
Abingdon 67
Lynchburg 59
Richmond 59
Clarksville 67
Virginia City . . .55

WEST VIRGINIA.
Clarksburg 51
Richmond 59
Grafton 52
Deer Park 59
Parkersburg . . . .50

WISCONSIN.
Peloit 32
Madison 32
Chipewa Falls '.

. .47
Prairie Du Chine .32

La Crosse 32
Monitowac 32
Milwaukee 32
Wausau 32

WYOMING.
Cheyenne 75
Evanston 1.55
Rawlins .... . .155
Laramie .... . 1.55

Wheatland 1.70

WASHINGTON.
Tacoma 2.61
Spokane 2.46
Pasco 2.64
Seattle 2.61
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Sectional View and Illustration of our Daily Outgoing Mail

From January First to April Fifteenth

Our Seed Catalog is Free
While we never impose our catalog on any one, IT IS MAILED FREE to all our old customers

who have bought seeds from us at any time during the past two years and to all others who are

sufficiently interested to drop us a line or write a postal card requesting it, especially those who are

interested in the crops they grow or have an idea or purpose to improve their crops. To all such we
will take great pleasure in mailing it FREE at all times, as well as other printed matter, upon re*

quest, either letter or postal card.

In adopting this plan and method we desire to impress upon everyone that OUR CATALOG IS

ABSOLUTELY FREE to all interested. But we do not send our catalog broadcast to any one out*

side of old or former customers unless by request. Incident to adopting this method, there are so

many changes in post office addresses, rural routes, etc., etc., and for one cause and another that we do

not deem it of sound business policy to send our catalogs broadcast or promiscously when they do

not reach the individual intended for.

In conclusion, allow us to say that if any of our customers have friends or neighbors that they

think may be interested or who wish to make a change or send away for seeds or who would like our

catalog, we will gladly mail each of them a copy with samples of such seeds as they may be interest-

ed in, FREE of charge, upon request. We will also be pleased to answer any questions you may
have to ask or give any information we can pertaining to any seeds or crops listed in our catalog.

We are always pleased to help our customers in the selection of their seeds and varieties best suited

to their climate, soil and latitude.
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4c; At ITAfl
Ratekin's Seed House
MfoW Daily Outgoing Mail.

The above illustration was photographed, showing our daily outgoing mail, during the busy

season, which can be seen almost every day from January 10th to April 10th, after which time

our mail and mail orders begin to slacken up, altho there is not a day out of the 365 we do not

send out lots of mail, and seeds by mail, requiring about $20,000.00 per year to pay postage and

express charges on outgoing stuff.
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RATEKIN'S SEED HOUSE.
From a Small Beginning to

The Largest Seed Corn Growers in the World

While conditions for good corn crops were most unfavorable in many places throughout the country the
past season, WE NEVER BEFORE IN THE HISTORY OF OUR BUSINESS HAD BETTER IF AS
GOOD SEED CROPS. We have just harvested the best crop in many years. All our corn was planted on
high dry clover sod ground thus making it immune from the excessive rains prevalent over a large part of
the corn belt of the country and also hastening its growth and early maturity. The quality being A No. 1

and a bumper yield. In fact, as we have so often stated, the Nishna Valley country of Southwestern Iowa,
is the natural home and greatest corn growing country in the world.

In addition to our wonderful good crops we have greatly enlarged our facilities in every department and
will be better able this year than ever before to meet the wants and requirements of our trade, and if care,
method and system can produce good seed corn, ours is equal to the best that can be found in the world, and
we feel confident we can increase your yield from 20 to 40 bushels per acre over planting the ordinary
varieties, or much of the so-called seed corn to be obtained through dealers and seed houses who do not
grow their seed corn. For there are many of them, perhaps not all, who buy cribs of corn or go on the mar-
ket and buy cars of best grade shipped in, run this stuff over a fan and grader and then advertise under
some flaming name, "Fine Seed Corn, that will outyield any variety known to mankind. Average yield
150 bus. per acre," and some even claiming as high as three and four hundred bushels per acre. Why, man
alive, is there a farmer or corn grower in the world that believes this kind of stuff? No. It simply shows
fraud on its face and any one so foolish as to believe such stories is not to be pitied if he gets skinned, as
he surely will, if he takes the bait. But for the reasons given, the legitimate seed corn grower has been
hindered in his business by the preposterous claims made by such seedsmen.

From the beginning and from our infancy in business we have always tried to keep within the bounds
of truth and conservatism and if possible to send out a little better seed than our customer expected to re-

ceive, and if any disappointment on his part, to make it a pleasant one to him. In this way our business
has increased from year to year, the last being the largest in the history of it. and reaching sales of a little

above 209,000 bushels of seed corn. This naturally elicits the inquiry as to how all this seed is handled, es-

pecially so when an average of not over 20 to 30 per cent, of the entire product of our crops goes to the
seed pile

First of all, our crops are allowed to remain in the field on the stalk as long as conditions will admit—in

order that the ears may have the full benefit of wind and sun, nature's process of drying, which is decid-
edly the best method of curing corn in the world. But when the time comes to get it in quickly, every-
thing else is made a secondary matter to that end. Every bushel is placed in our sorting house under
shelter the day it is harvested. As fast as it comes from the field, selected and hand picked by a small
army of men, experts in the business, who go over every ear,

Q
selecting only well developed and well ma-

tured ears for seed, which is conveyed to our regular repositories. The husks, ribbons, shelled corn and all

the refuse is cleared out—shelled and sold on the market. Thus enabling us to economize space and all the
room for choice ears for seed.

The construction of our seed repositories is such that each holds about seven hundred bushels and have
ventilators in an A-shape running lengthwise at bottom, on the floor and each have ventilators on atf

sides and an air shaft running through the repositories with lateral ones connected at bottom and middh
extending out at top. Thus insuring the most perfect circulation of air. Under such conditions all mois-

ture in the corn is consumed or swiftly carried away, leaving the seed in splendid condition for winter tern'

perature. In addition to this we have hot air furnaces in the basement for use in extreme cold weathet
or damp changes and in this way prevent the liability of damage to the vitality of the seed. We can and have
repeatedly handled from 100 to 200 wagon loads of corn per day during the season for harvesting and stor-

ing our seed corn.

When time for shipping out comes on, THE SEED CORN IS AGAIN ALL CAREFULLY GONE
OVER, selected, sorted and examined as to vitality and the butt and tip ends taken off before shelling

and grading; every bushel being first cleaned and then graded by the best cleaning and grading machines
that money can buy or build. It will thus be seen that we handle our seed in the most perfect and sci-

entific way possible, from planting time until ready for shipment and when you buy your seed from us you
know where it is grown as well as the whole process of handling it.

_
In short, you get your seed direct

from the grower and not a dealer, and can always depend upon getting seed of a superior quality; seed
that was grown from inherited stock and seed that will grow—seed that will give you a yield of from 20
to 40 bushels per acre more than from ordinary varieties or common crib corn.
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OUR GROWERS DELIVERING SEED CORN NOVEMBER 10, 1909.

What the Newspapers and Agricultural Press Say:

Ratekin'sSeedHousePioneersinSeedCornImprovement

PRIDE OF NISHNA. MADE SHENANDOAH FAMOUS.
From ST. LOUIS POST DISPATCH.

Southwestern Iowa is the natural and most favored home of corn where it attains its greatest perfection.
This is no idle boast. The claim can be easily established. The Nishnabotna Valley is wonderfully
productive. Bayard Taylor, the famous poet, author, journalist and traveler, crossed this part of the coun-
try years ago, before Shenandoah existed and when this part of Iowa was an unbroken prairie occupied only
by Indians, prairie chickens, wolves and deer. Standing upon a hill top four miles southwest of the site of
the city, Mr. Taylor gazed across the valley of the Nishnabotna River and declared that the landscape was
the most beautiful he had ever seen. He called it the garden spot of the world. The rich soil extends four,

six and even eight feet in depth, full of life giving qualities that make the monster crops of corn. Mark
out a square of 25 miles eastward from the banks of the Missouri River and ten miles south to 40 miles
north of the state line and there is not another such productive spot in the world.

While there has been no regular organization among the corn growers of that section there has been a
rivalry that has stimulated and made possible greater improvement in the production of a higher type, better

quality and larger yields perhans than if such an organization had existed. Among the choice and favorite

varieties in greatest favor is what is known as "Ratekin's Pride of Nishna." It is one of the best and most
distinct types of corn in existence and is becoming tHe main croo of the corn belt. It is a medium sized

variety of yellow corn possessing a marked degree of suneriority over other varieties of corn grown else-

where, and in addition has uniformlv given the most uniform large yields. This variety of corn is grown
with great success from the Dakotas to Texas and oth^r distant states, but after two or three years it dete-
riorates and a new suonly of better seed from the Nishnabotna VaUev must be supplied.

For 25 years such pioneers in the seed corn busine?5 as the Ratekin's have talked "the breeding up of
corn." At first they were lauarhed at for their pains but their advice and persistence has resulted in the rais-
ing of unheard of crops. One hundred bushels to the acre is no uncommon thing. But such crops are se-
cured only by carefully selected seed and varieties and by a mixture of brains with its cultivation.

(Continued on next page.)
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From ST. LOUIS POST DISPATCH.
(Continued from page 9.)

The Iowa State Agricultural College first had its attention called to the possibility of the great increase
that could be made in the corn growing districts by experiments made in this section. Year after year it

has experimented with the seed corn obtained from this locality, southwestern Iowa, and year after year the
best results and largest yields have been obtained from Shenandoah seed. Missouri Agricultural College
has found the Shenandoah seed the best. Nebraska's college has made the same discovery.

In South Dakota Iowa grown seed has won honors, and indeed three years ago the first honor at the
Ames Agricultural College was awarded a South Dakota man on corn grown from Nishnabotna seed, and
that man attributed his prize to the fact that he had secured the best seed obtainable.—St. Louis Dispatch.

In addition to this the Ratekin Seed House is constantly trying new varieties of corn and whenever any
of these new varieties prove of special merit we propaerate it and place it before our customers and they get
the benefit. If you want to improve your corn and increase your yield, don't fool away your time sending
to amateurs for seed because they offer it but a little above elevator prices. Cheap prices may seem attrac-

tive to some, but it's better and cheaper to pay FIVE DOLLARS PER BUSHEL for good seed corn;
thoroughbred, of inherited productive qualities than to plant some seed even as a gift.

OHIO FARMER— (Cleveland, Ohio):
Ratekin's Seed House:

Gentlemen:—It is with much pleasure that we state that during the many years advertising you have done
in our paper we can find record of having received complaint from only one of our many thousands of readers
who patronize you, and you at once settled that complaint promptly, and more generously than the com-
plainant had any right to expect. We therefore can honestly endorse your methods of doing business.

Wishing you the very best success during the coming season, we are,

Very truly yours, Lawrence Publishing Co., by M. W. Lawrence, President.

Successful Seed House.
IOWA HOMESTEAD—(Des Moines, Iowa):

Many farmers have become a little bit excited during recent years about their seed corn, this being due
to the agitation that emenates from Agricultural Colleges. As a result of this agitation there has sprung
up a large number of so-called corn experts. Many of these were "grown over night"—a hot-house produc-
tion, as it were. It is not so with the Ratekin Seed House of Shenandoah, Iowa. Twenty-six years of ex-
perience count for more than mere reading of a bulletin or two. As a result of this long experience the
Ratekin Seed House has acquired the whole combination that must be called into being if one's customers
are satisfied. The success of this firm, as indicated by the growth of their business, should be a matter of

great prrde to the manager, J. W. Ratekin, but the reputation of having started thousands of men in the
corn belt with a supply of good seed is, after all, the most substantial monument to its success.

From BREEDERS GAZETTE:
RATEKIN'S FARM ANNUAL is especially strong on the seed corn side, yet it illustrates and describes

all kinds of seeds for the farm, field and garden. The Ratekin Seed House is located at Shenandoah, Iowa,
and is an immense establishment. They have built up their large and rapidly growing business by "making
good" that declaration, "They sell seeds that grow." The seeds grow because they have been well grown,
intelligently and properly cured. Seeds thus handled possess strong germanating power. They are full of
constitutional vigor, to use the words of a plant breeder. Extreme care is exercised in the selection of seeds,

especially the farm seeds offered, and the Ratekin people believe they can supply a grade of farm seeds that
cannot be excelled in freshness, soundness and freedom from trash, foreign seeds or disease.

NATIONAL FARMER AND STOCK GROWER— (St. Louis, Mo.):
We desire to say that Ratekin's Seed House, of Shenandoah, Iowa, stands high as a well equipped relia-

ble seed house. After carrying their advertisement for several years we have every reason to believe and
certify that our patrons are well satisfied with seeds bought of them and results obtained. We have received
words of commendation, but never a word of complaint.

Philip H. Hale. Ed. National Farmer & Stock Grower.

From FARM AND RANCH— (Dallas, Texas):
It may be of interest to you to know that although FARM AND RANCH has always guaranteed every

advertisement in its columns, it has not during the many years you have advertised with us, had a single

complaint against your house. In view of the fact that you have done an enormous business in this south-
west it ought to be gratifying to know that while we have heard many complimentary things as to. the
methods and way you do business, we have never had a single comolaint. In view of the large amount of
business you have from this section, the above facts are the strongest possible endorsement of your '.firm.

Personally, we hold you and your firm in the highest esteem, and do not hesitate to recommend you to our
readers. Yours very truly, Texas Farm and Ranch Pub. Co., Frank P. Holland, Pres.

From KANSAS FARMER—(Topeka, Kansas) :

Ratekin's Seed House:
Gentlemen:—We are pleased to say that for twenty years the Kansas Farmer has been favored with

your seed advertising, and we are gratified to state to you that during this time we have never had a single

complaint. This tells a significant story in your behalf. Evidently your system and methods of doing busi-

ness are thoroughly up-to-date and satisfactory to all concerned.
Yours very truly. Kansas Farmer Publishing Co.

THE FRUIT GROWER—(St. Joseph, Mo.)

:

Ratekin's Seed House, Shenandoah, Iowa:
The Fruit Grower desires to say that its business relations with you have always been very satisfactory

and we have yet to hear of a customer who has any complaint to make of the treatment he has received
from you. Yours respectfully, Fruit Grower Co.
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FARMERS MAIL AND BREEZE—(Topeka Kansas—62,000 circulation in Kansas and Oklahoma.)

Ratekin's Seed House, Shenandoah, Iowa:

You have used space in the Farmers Mail and Breeze for many years and we have frequently seen let-

ters from our subscribers complimenting your seed house upon its promptness and satisfactory manner in

which you transacted your business with them.

With best wishes for your further success, we are,

Very respectfully, Farmers Mail & Breeze, by Arthur Capper, Publisher.

INDIANA FARMER— (Indianapolis, Ind.) :

Ratekin's Seed House has become well known to the farmers of the Western Central States. The house
has been selling field and garden seeds to our readers for man}- years past, and so far as we know with
uniform satisfaction to those using them. Indiana Farmer Co.

WISCONSIN FARMER— (Madison, Wis.):

Ratekin's Seed House, of Shenandoah, Iowa, has become exceedingly well known by a great many of our
readers, and this acquaintance begun in a business venture involving the purchase of some kind of seeds,
has ripened into real friendship. This well known firm has made the growing of pure bred Seed Corn a

specialty for over twenty-five years, growing thousands of acres each year under special contract with
the farmers of their locality. Shenandoah is located in one of the best Seed Corn districts in the United
States, and by supplying the best seed and the best of varieties the Ratekin Seed House has built up a won-
derful business, extending to every State in the Union. On their books they have the names of thousands of
good farmers who have given them the strongest kind of endorsement.

COLEMAN'S RURAL WORLD— (St. Louis, Mo) :

Ratekin's Seed House, Shenandoah, Iowa:

We extend to your our appreciation of your continuous patronage of our advertising columns since 1885,
and judging from the high manner in which our readers have always endorsed your business methods and
the good you have done for the farmer you will certainly reap a reward. We have yet the first complaint
to receive from any reader where they have not had the best treatment from you.

We pledge you our hearty support in the good work you are doing, and wish you continued success and
prosperity. Very truly yours,

Coleman's Rural World, L. M. Eidman, Adv't Mgr.

JOURNAL OF AGRICULTURE— (St. Louis, Mo.):

Ratekin's Seed House:
Gentlemen:—It is said that he who plants a tree is a public benefactor. It can be truthfully said that he

who improves and contributes to the improvement of the products of the farm and garden in quality and
quantity is more entirely a benefactor—as these products sustain life, add to its comforts and pleasures,
and assist materially in putting Agriculture on a higher plane. You are entitled to this distinction. As the
publishers of an agricultural journal we deem it our duty to our great farming constituency to guard his

interests in the matter of seeds and to recommend to his that which will do him good and advance his

interests. We have had many an occasion these twenty-five years of our acquaintance to recommend to

him your products and you have at no time abused the confidence we reposed in you or inspired in others.

You have, to use a trite phrase, "delivered the goods," and such as have met expectation and been satisfac-

tory. We rejoice in your success, thus honestly won, and with best wishes for your future, we are,

Yours very truly, Journal of Agriculture.

FARMER'S TRIBUNE—(Sioux City, Iowa):

Ratekin's Seed House, Shenandoah, Iowa:

We have carried your advertisement for a good many years and we are pleased to say in this connection
that we have yet to receive the first complaint from any reader who has dealt with you. The fact that

you were pioneers in the growing and breeding of improved varieties of seed corn has given you prestige,

and this opinion is the main reason why your business has grown so rapidly in recent years.

Very truly yours, John Thompson, Editor.

From TWENTIETH CENTURY FARMER—(Omaha, Neb.) :

When the Ratekin Seed House of Shenandoah, Iowa, sends the seed you can plant it without any wor-
ry as to results. The Ratekin Seed House was established in 1884 to meet a demand for pure bred seed
corn. It was a farmer who founded it. Twenty-six years in growing and selecting farm and garden seeds
means a lot of experience. It means that poor and inferior varieties have been discarded and thrown out
and only the most prolific and hardy sorts retained. A visit to the Ratekin's Seed House would be worth
money to any farmer. It would open his eyes and sharpen his wits. He would begin to understand why
pure bred, carefully selected seed is worth planting. The Nishnabotna Valley of southwestern Iowa is the

Egypt of the world on corn. The Ratekins were the pioneers in the business. Others have tried to imitate
in this line, but they have come and gone. Order your seed corn from them, and don't worry about resalts.
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1723S9 CUSTOMERS
IN 1909 FOR

RATEKIN'S SEEDS
PLANTED THE WORLD OVER.

The above illustrated map of the United States, with numbers marked on different states, indicates the
number of orders received from each in one year for Ratekin's seeds. This is an evidence of itself that
proves the merits as well as the satisfaction our seeds have given our customers. For 25 years we have
been growing seeds and selling them by mail, during which time, by honest dealing and always sending out
nothing but the best that could be grown, the demand for our seeds has not onjy increased, but in every lo-

cality where introduced our orders have multiplied many times over, until now, it is no idle boast, we
have the largest mail order trade of any seed house in the West. Our seed stock is always carefully select-

ed and is grown by expert, experienced help, not boys and children, and can always be relied upon for pu-
rity and sure to grow. In addition to the care with which our seeds are grown can be added the further
fact that seeds grown in this section of Iowa are stronger in vitality and better adapted to all kinds of soil

and climate than seeds grown further north or further south. In fact this is one of the most chosen
spots for growing seeds to be found in the world. Yet at the same time there are some special varieties

of seeds that can be grown to better advantage in other places, and these seeds we have grown there under
special contract. In short, it is our aim and incessant effort to grow and send out only the best that can be
produced or grown. Experience proves that it pays, and there is nothing too good for our customers. We
want every customer who plants our seeds to be pleased and realize a profit from his every investment. We
want him or her for a living, walking advertisement for our seeds, and they will be if they get good and
profitable results.

Last year was a record breaker and the largest and most successful of our twenty-five years' experience in

the seed business, and at present writing we are in receipt of the most gratifying reports from all quarters
indicating a two-fold growth in our business the coming season. To meet this business we have again this

season greatly enlarged our facilities for taking care of this business and to maintain our standing as the
largest and best seed house in the West, and to always give our customers the quickest and best service that
can be rendered by any; and with our fast mail and freight facilities, we Can reach any part of the United
States in 24 to 48 hours by mail, and in from three to ten days by fast freight. In closing this paragraph
we might truthfully say that in addition to the number of orders represented on this map from different

states of this Union last year, we received orders from and sent seeds to every foreign country on the face

of tire gfobe.
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Our Cleaning and Grading Equipment

The Best that Money Can Build.

First, before shelling', all butt and tip end kernels are removed. To do the work of cleaning and grading we have
machinery specially built for this purpose, and when we say we have the best and most complete equipment that money
can buy or that can be found in any seed house in America we do not believe we are overstating the facts. After
passing over the first cleaner the grain is conveyed to our new process cleaner and grader which makes five different sepa-
rations; the extra large grains; the small or undersized; the extra thick and extra thin, and fifth, the graded seed corn,
similar to illustration above, altho perhaps not as a rule quite so uniform in size. We have been toft a thousand times
that the way we cleaned and graded our Seed Corn, Wheat, Oats and Barley as well as our Grass Seeds, alone made
them worth twice as much as poorly graded seeds of the same kind, done on the ordinary mills. But it is our ambition
to make our seeds of all kinds the BEST IK BOTH QUALITY AND GRADE. Our Seed Corn is all grown from thorough-
bred inherited stock, and has every attention in care and preparation it is possible to givo it to meet the wants of the
most critical corn grower. In short, we want no dissatisfied customers. They are the poorest advertisement in the
world, while there is nothing so pleasant or that we value so highly and appreciate more than to make every one pleased
and profited by planting our seeds.
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RATEKIN'S GOLD STANDARD-A NEW INTRODUCTION,
Last year for the first time we cataloged "RATEKIN'S NEW GOLD STANDARD" Seed Corn, and at that time stated

that we believed this new introduction was destined to become one of the leading-, best and most prolific varieties of
early maturing corn ever before introduced. This prediction has now been fully verified, and . has even gained laurels
to an extent beyond our fondest expectations. We had previously been breeding and propagating this new variety for
six years before cataloging it and until the character and type become thoroughly fixed. For in the origination of all
new varieties it is not infrequent that corn will run back three or four years showing three or four different types, thus
it is necessary in propagating a new variety to continue year after year in making selections always following' whatever
character and type of corn you choose from at the beginning, until you have your ideal thoroughly established and
fixed.

As stated in our catalog last year, we had previously sent out samples of this corn gratuitously for two years, but
last year was the first time we ever before cataloged it, however, we had a most unprecedent demand for this new variety,
and long before the season closed our stock of it was entirely exhausted. We have now received reports from fully thirty
per cent, of those who planted of it last season and without exception and from everywhere comes the most glowing accounts
of the performance of this new variety, both in early maturity and tremendous yields. We can therefore fully recommend
it to corn growers everywhere and especially where the seasons are short, or where wanted for early feed or for late
planting. It will make a good crop if planted anywhere south of central Iowa any time before June 25th to 30th.

It is the early maturing yellow dent corn you have been looking for. The stalks grow from 8 to 12 feet high, dependent
on the land it is planted on; sets ears about 3 to 3% feet from the ground; ears run from 8 to 11 inches long, with 16 to
18 rows, very deep grains, set on a small red cob, and shells out 60 to 64 lbs. per 70 lbs. of ears. It is a pure bred corn;
every stalk producing at least one good ear and many of them two, and yields from 50 to 90 bushels per acre on good
land under normal conditions and will be ready to husk and crib for feeding and market fully three weeks ahead of ordi-
nary varieties. We can conscienciously recommend this corn as the acme of perfection, in early maturity and as a
wonderful yielder, and cannot too strongly urge every farmer to plant liberally of it, for an early quick maturing corn
where late or replanting is necessitated from any cause. It's

THE GREATEST NINETY DAY CORN IN THE WORLD
and is so much superior to Iowa Gold Mine and other so-called early varieties there cannot begin to be any compari-
son. From any point, including productiveness, yield and early maturity, depth of grain, solidity of ear and smallness of
cob, our new GOLD STANDARD stands ahead of them all. Don't wait until our stock is exhausted, but send your order
in early. It will cost you no more if as much as to send later; then by getting your seed early you have time to test it

and will also have it at hand when conditions are favorable and you are ready to plant.

PRICE: 1 lb., 25c; 1 ear, 25c; 3 lbs., 65c; 7 lbs. (enough to plant an acre of ground), $1.25; postage or. sent
by express prepaid to any point in the United States. By freight or express at purchaser's expense: Peck, $1.00; half-

bushel. *1 ,75: bushel, $3.00; 5 bushels and over, $2.50; bags included, f. o. b. here. If wanted in the ear, crated, add 75c

per bushel to foregoing prices.
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BATEKDTS GOLDEN YELLOW DENT—For description see next pare.
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Ratekin's Golden Yellow Dent
Continued from page 15.

This grand magnificent new variety of Yellow Dent corn is cataloged by us this year for the first

time, and we have such implicit confidence in it that we have christened it "RATEKIN'S GOLDEN YEL-
LOW DENT." This is a name we would not use under any condition if we did not have the utmost con-

fidence in the character of this corn and knowing its breeding and its performances under a wide range of

conditions, including climate and soil, as well as its yield and maturity. For the past two years we have

been sending out samples of this corn gratuitously to our customers for trial and testing purposes, in every

State in the Union where corn is grown to any extent, and everywhere it stood alone, pre-eminently

above any other yellow dent corn that has ever before been introduced. It is the great general pur-

pose corn of the world today. By this we mean it is a tremendous yielder, large uniform ears and ex-

tremely early to mature. It makes itself anywhere in Iowa, Illinois or Nebraska fully two weeks earlier

than any of the ordinary varieties, and in Missouri, Kentucky, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Texas, Louisiana, Mis-

sissippi and Tennessee it is fully four weeks earlier to mature than common native varieties, while in Indi-

ana, Ohio, Pennsylvania and New York it matures with the earliest sorts, and makes a splendid combina-
tion for ears and for ensilage purposes. In short we cannot tire of extolling this wonderful new variety

of corn. There is really no variety of corn grown that is its equal, except our "Diamond Joe's Big White."

The yield last season everywhere was astonishingly large and in many places the yield ran from 90 to 170

bushels per acre.

DESCRIPTION.—It is a golden yellow, as bright as gold itself; very uniform in size, shape and col-

or and all ears resemble one another very closely, and is honestly and fairly illustrated on the preceding

page. The ears run from 9 to 12 inches long, usually averaging about 10 inches; 16 to 20 rows deep

grains solidly set on a medium small red cob, no lost space between the rows. It is well dented, but not

rough and sharp as some varieties are. While it usually nlatures in 90 days good corn weather, we list

it as a 100 day corn, as this length of time will put it beyond the danger of frost anywhere in the latitude

of the south half of Minnesota, South Dakota, Wisconsin and southern Michigan, even in backward sea-

sons. I would also say it is superbly adapted to light thin soil or old land, as it is of great root and vital-

ity to withstand unfavorable conditions, while on good strong ground there is no variety that will make
more bushels of good sound solid well matured corn per acre. In short, we can conscienciously recom-

mend it to the farmer and corn grower everywhere.

PRICE: One ear, 25c; 1 lb., 25c; 3 lbs., 70c; 7 lbs. (enough to plant one acre), $1.25; postpaid by mail

or by express to any place in the United States. By freight or express at purchaser's expense: 1 pkM 90c;

half bu., $1.60; 1 bu., $2.25; 2 bu., $4.50; 5 bu. and over, $2.00 per bu. Bags included, f. o. b. here. If

wanted in the ear, boxed, add 75c per bu. to the foregoing prices.

Detroit, Michigan, April 4, 1909.
Ratekin's Seed House, Shenandoah, Iowa.

Gentlemen:—I wish to report results from the one-half bushel Diamond Joe's Big White seed corn I got from you last

year. With this seed I planted three acres on old land which had not been fertilized for seven years, and that had grown
one crop of corn since it was broken up. Notwithstanding this I grew and obtained a trifle over THREE HUNDRED BUSH-
EES from this THREE ACRES OF LAND, altho we had one of the worst drouths here ever known in this section. This
corn was planted May 15th and was harvested October 1st.

Very truly yours, Charles C. Schneider.

Seed corn I got from you made best crop in this or any the adjoining townships.—M. D. Omalley, Nekomis, 111.

I planted some of Ratekin's Iowa grown seed corn last spring on sandy loam soil; cultivated in the ordinary man-
ner, and found it not only three to four weeks ahead of our native sorts, but also a very prolific corn. In short, I am well
pleased and can fully recommend it to our farmers and planters. J. A. Overstreet, DeKalb. Miss., Oct. 10, '09.

I planted some of your Diamond Joe's Big White last spring and am pleased to say it made me a yield of 70 bush-
els per acre.—D. A. Mears, Onargo, 111., Dec. 1, 1909.

I want you to know that the "Diamond Joe's Big White" seed corn I got from you last spring made me a splendid crop.

—W. R. Dunn, Polk Co., Iowa, Nov. 1, 1909.

I write to say that the "Diamond Joe's Big White" seed corn I got from you last spring made me the finest crop I ever
grew. I was at the Illinois State Fair and am confident I can show as good or better corn than any on exhibition there.

In fact, I found all the seeds I ordered from you of best quality and just as recommended.—Charles Rasmussen, Bureau
Co., 111., Nov. 1, 1909.

I want to let you know that the half bushel of "Diamond Joe's Big White" seed corn I got from you last spring made
me a yield of 170 bushels per acre. I think this pretty good for this state. If any one can beat it I should like to hear
from him and where his corn was grown; what kind or sort it was.—Herman Olminkhof, Ottawa Co., Mich., Jan. 4, 1909.

The "Diamond Joe's Big White" seed corn I ordered from you last year gave exceptional and splendid results; even'
stalk producing one and many of them two good ears, thus very materially increasing the yield over other sorts. In-

closed find my order for various kinds of seed for the coming season.—J. D. Vines, Hackleburg, Ala., Jan." 23, 1909.
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DIAMOND JOE'S BIG WHITE
The Earliest Big Eared White Corn in the World.

THE BIG WHITE CORN THAT HAS CAPTIVATED THE ENTIRE CORN WORLD.
(ORIGINATED AND INTRODUCED BY RATEKIN'S SEED HOUSE IN 1905 )

See next page.
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DIAMOND JOE'S BIG WHITE
SEED CORN, 146 BUSHELS PER ACRE.
The Earliest Big White Corn in the World. (Select Ears.)
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DIAMOND JOE'S BIG WHITE
THE CORN THAT MADE 146 BUSHELS PER ACRE.

This wonderful new variety of white corn was originated and first introduced by us five years ago and is now ac-
knowledged by farmers, planters and corn growers everywhere as the "King of all White Corn." When we cataloged
this corn the first year, altho we had about seven thousand bushels of it, our entire stock was exhausted long before the
season was over. Since then we have grown it much more extensively, but each succeeding year the demand for it has
increased until we have always sold out long before planting time was over. Those who were fortunate enough to se-

cure some of this corn won a prize, and everywhere doubled their yields and without exception were well pleased. In
fact it would make one gasp with astonishment to see and read the reports that come to us about the wonderful yields
this corn has made. From nowhere comes a word of disappointment, but all are enthusiastic and loud in its praise
when husking time comes. "DIAMOND JOE'S BIG WHITE" is incomparable with any other white corn we have ever
before grown or handled in all our 26 years' experience, white or yellow. It is especially well adapted to old or thin land,
and on good strong corn ground there is no variety in the world that makes more big bushels of good, sound, well matured
corn to the acre.

POINTS OF SUPREMACY OVER OTHER VARIETIES.

1. It is pure and a distinct variety.
2. It is a strong, vigorous, robust grower from the start.

3. It is absolutely free from barren stalks, every stalk bearing one or more well developed ears.

4. It is very early to mature, making itself anywhere in 100 days or less.

5. It will thrive and do well in extreme drouth, where other varieties fail.

6. In short, "DIAMOND JOE'S BIG WHITE" is a superior variety of corn from every point of view over any white
corn in the world. If you are looking for the corn that will make you the most bushels and the most money, stop right
now and order enough to plant your entire crop. It's the corn that will do it.

PRICES: Sample ear, postpaid* 25c; 1 lb., postpaid, 25c; 3 lbs., 70c; 7 lbs. (enough to plant one acre), $1.25; peck,
75c; half bushel, $1.40; 1 bushel, $2.25; 2 bushels, $4.25; 5 bushels and upward, $2.00 per bushel. Bags included, f. o.

b. here. If wanted in ear or box, add 75c per bushel to foregoing prices.

WHAT THE PEOPLE SAY OF DIAMOND JOE'S BIG WHITE
Hamilton County, Nebraska, Dec. 10th.

The Diamond Joe's Big White received from you last spring was planted May 10th and 11th, had one narrowing and
three cultivations; cultivated with surface cultivator. The ground was new and strong and season fine. I have just fin-

ished husking it and from 24 acres I have 2,460 bus. of the finest corn I have ever grown, or seen grown in Nebraska. The
seed grew to a grain; the stand was perfect, the ground was strong and was cultivated in proper season, and there was
scarcely a missing hill in the 24 acres. To say I am delighted with results does not half tell the story. I forgot to say,
this corn was the earliest to mature of any in this locality, and must say it is a golden combination for this country.

Truly yours, Samuel G. Smith.

Ratekin's Seed House, Shenandoah, Iowa. Lyon County, Kansas, Nov. 25th.
Gentlemen:—I have just finished husking my corn and want to tell you about my Diamond Joe's Big White. The five

bushels I got was the finest looking corn I ever put into a corn planter box. It was planted April 29th and 30th, and grew
to a grain. On 35 acres there was scarcely a missing hill. After planting five days I harrowed it. In 10 days it was all
through the ground, and a week later I commenced plowing it. I plowed it every ten days until gone over three times,
laying it by June 20th; by the first of August it was in good roasting ear, and by the 15th was hard. It was full ten
days ahead of our native sorts to mature, planted at same time. Well, when I commenced husking I weighed every
pound on the 35 acres—75 lbs. per bushel, and it gave a yield of 3,460 bus., or a little over 98 bus. per acre, which is the
best yield I have ever known in Lyon County off the same number of acres. I now want to try some of your Ratekin's
Golden Yellow Dent. Send your catalog as soon as ready for mailing.

Yours truly, John Forsyth.

Ratekin's Seed House. Chickasha, Indian Territory, Oct. 20th.
I write to say that Diamond Joe's Big White seed corn ordered and received from you last spring arrived in good shape

and was planted April 15th and 16th, and must say I am delighted with results. Off 30 acres I have gathered over 2,400
bushels of corn, every ear a solid one. It made a yield of almost twice as much per acre as our native corn, and matured
full two weeks earlier. It is the corn for this country. Now I want to try some of Ratekin's Golden Yellow Dent next
year, and trust you will mail me catalog as soon as out for 1910. With many thanks for promptness and courtesies shown,
I remain, Yours truly, James Fairall.

Mr. J. W. Ratekin. McClain County, Illinois, Dec. 27th.
Dear Sir:—I write to say that I have now finished husking my crop of corn, including the 40 acres of Diamond Joe's

Big White planted from the six bushels of seed obtained from you last year, and am glad to say it gave me a yield of
4,100 bushels of the finest corn I have ever grown, and I have farmed for the past 37 years. Its large uniform ears were
almost like sticks of stove wood and I believe there was scarcely one stalk in each hundred but what produced one good
ear and many of them two. I want to send for some .of Ratekin's Golden Yellow Dent in a short time, and will be under
obligations to you if you will mail me a copy of your seed book as soon as issued. Very truly yours, John M. Long.
Ratekin's Seed House, Shenandoah, Iowa. Mt. Gillead, Ohio, Dec. 25th.

Last year I sent you an order, as your books will show, for two bushels of your Diamond Joe's Big
White. I planted it May 15th and it grew almost to a grain and has been the wonder of every one who has
seen it. Some people drove twenty miles and more to see it, and every one who looked at it said they
were well paid for their trip. I now have more than 200 bushels engaged for seed at $1.50 per bushel.
The crop is good for at least 1,200 bushels. Kindly mail me your new catalog for the coming season as
soon as issued. I shall want a full assortment of seeds this y ear, and you will get my order.

Respectfully, John W, Alien.

Figure it Out Yourself.
It costs but 50c per acre, freight included, for enough DIAMOND JOE'S BIG WHITE or RATEKIN'S

GOLDEN YELLOW DENT seed corn to plant 50 acres; either of these varieties will make you a yield
of 4,000 to 5,000 bushels. Fifty acres planted to common varieties will make you 1,5 00 to 2,000 bushels.
Here is a difference of 2,500 to 3,500 bushels or less than A CENT PER BUSHEL FOR THE IN-
CREASED YIELD, or more than a hundred times the cost of the seed; for an increased yield of
3,000 bushels at 60 cents per bushel, present current price, would be equal to $1,800.00. Figure it out
for yourself, then wake up. Now is the time to get into the band wagon. The opportunity to get some
of this wonderful corn is at hand. We want you to try it. We want you to contest for a premium. It's
the corn to bank on. It's the corn to plant your entire crop with. Drop your scrub corn and get o, 1©
or 20 bushels this season. Send early; send today, then you will have it at hand when ready to plant.



20 RATEKIN'S SEED HOUSE, SHENANDOAH, IOWA

RATEKIN'S PRIDE OF NISHNA

THE STANDARD OF PERFECTION.
We feel it hardly necessary for us to go into an extended description of this "famous" variety of corn. It

was the first variety of yellow corn originated by us more than forty years ago, when we lived on a farm,
and was introduced by us more than a quarter of a century ago. During all the years since we began the
origination and improvement of this corn we have constantly planted our seed stock in plots separate and
alone, and have tried to improve its inherent qualities from year to year. We have gone through our plots
year after year, removing all weakly stalks and ridding it from stalks that showed a barrenness, thus
bringing it up in these essentials until we believe it now stands without a rival, pre-eminently ahead and
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Ratekin's Pride of Nishna--Continued.
above any other yellow corn grown for general crop purposes, including its feeding value, its

extraordinary yield, and strength of vitality to resist all conditions encountered in the culti-
vation and growth of a corn crop.

Having originated this grand variety of corn more than forty years ago, and having sold
it and sent it to every State in the Union where corn is grown, during the past quarter of a
century, including every county in the States of Iowa, Illinois, Indiana and Missouri, and also
every county in Nebraska and Kansas where corn is grown. During the same time we have
sent thousands of bushels to the Eestern and Southern States, including Indiana, Ohio, Mich-
igan, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, New York. Arkansas, Oklahoma, Indian Territory,
Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, Tennessee and Kentucky, and everywhere
it has been found well adapted to climatic conditions and soil and has proved the largest yield-
er, the earliest to mature and the most certain and uniform good cropper in every respect.
In short, we have more than fifty thousand letters and unsolicited testimonials from our cus-

tomers, testifying to, and extolling it as the best and surest cropper in existence, and recommending it as the
best all round yellow corn for general field crop in the world. This corn, like all other varieties, grows best
on rich land. It is here that it attains its highest perfection and produces heaviest yields, often making 90
to 100 bushels per acre on good soil carefully managed.

Description.—The ears of this variety are very uniform in size and shape, cylindrical from butt to tip,

running from 9 to 12 inches in length and 7 to 8 inches in circumference, containing from 16 to 24 rows,
(usually about 18), of deep kernels solidly set on a medium small red cob, shelling 86 to 88 per cent, grains,
and often even more. A wagon load of this corn weighs out three to four bushels more than ordinary va-
rieties of corn, proving its solidit}r

. It is of a golden yellow, and a big crib full is a beautiful sight to
behold. The stalks grow from 8 to 12 feet high, dependent on the character of the land, whether hill or
bottom land, and are strong and robust, always standing up well. The strong, deep roots give it strength
and vitality to withstand drouth and other unfavorable conditions. Its potency or power of reproduction is

so great that neither dry nor wet weather affect or influence its growth and maturity as it does other sorts,
and, by careful selection, elimination of all barren stalks, has materially increased its yielding qualities. It is

the earliest large-eared corn in the world to mature, making itself be}rond danger of frost in 95 to 100 days.
In conclusion, we have bred this corn up in oil and proteid until it approaches a balanced ration. If you
are a feeder you will find no corn that will give you more fat and flesh than "Pride of Nishna." If you mar-
ket your crops you will not be able to find any variety that will give you more bushels of good, sound,
solid corn per acre. We know whereof we speak when we give you this advice. No corn grower will
make a mistake if he plants "Pride of Nishna."

PRICE: Postpaid, by mail : Sample ear, 25c; 1 lb., 25c; 3 lbs., 60c; 7 lbs., (will plant one acre), $1.00.

By freight or express at purchaser's expense: Pk., 60c; y2 bu., 90c; 1 bu. to 5 bu., $1.60; 6 to 10 bu. and
over, $1.50 per bu. Bags free on board cars here. If wanted in ear, crated, add 75c per bu. to above
prices. (5 bu. lots and over at 10 bu. prices.)

"Pride of Nishna" planted May 25th; character and
quality fine; matured well; yielded an average of 2 7 bush-
els more per acre than my best sorts. Was awarded first

prize on it. Also "Silver Mine" got from you, at Harvest
Home in sharp competition.

M. F. Oldfield, DuPage Co., 111.

"Pride of Nishna" purchased from you is a world beater.
I planted three weeks later than native sorts, but it stood
the drought and made more than a third better yield than
our earliest varieties. Y. M. Mack, Independence Co., Ark.

"Pride of Nishna" got from you made 74 bushels per
acre, 20 bushels better than from my best sorts.

S. L. Boyd, Lucas County, Iowa.
"Pride of Nishna" planted May 25th; find it the soundest,

solidest corn I have; best and most perfect ears of all run-
ning, 8 to 11 inches long, well filled out at both ends. It's

just what I have been looking for for five or six years.
G. W. Love, Randolph County, Illinois.

The seed corn came to hand promptly and I thank you
for the way you do business. I also received your letter
with remittance and refund on overpayment, which was
very much unexpected, but must say it gives me pleasure to
do business with people like you. I want to try some of
your New Malakoff wheat this fall.

L. D. Price, Wakarusa, Ind., May 9, *09.

I bought $75.00 worth of seeds from you two years ago
and am pleased to state that I grew the finest crop of
corn from your "Pride of Nishna," yellow, that was ever
raised in tnis part of the country. Not only this but I

brought to this town the finest load of ears of corn that
ever come to this place before or since.

J. W. Staats, Nowata, Okla,, Feb. 26, '09.

"Pride of Nishna," planted May 4th matured soundly and
made average yield of 77 bushels per acre.

James Carpenter, Lyon County, Iowa.
"Pride of Nishna" bought from you planted May 19th;

matured soundly in 100 days and made yield of 100 bushels.
E. C. Beebe, McHenry County, 111.

"Pride of Nishna" planted May 2 5th; matured Septem-
ber 15th; best corn in this part of the state.

A. D. Bullard, Rock County, Wisconsin.
I planted. Ratekin's Iowa grown seed corn last year and

it made very fine for me in both yield and quality and was
fully four weeks earlier to mature than any of our native
sorts. R. Dickinson, Gulza, La.,' Oct. 6, 1909.

Inclosed find order for 35 bushels "Pride of Nishna."
You will get quite a number of orders from other farmers
here. Paul Reaume, Ellsworth Co., Kan.

We want 800 lbs. "Dwarf Essex" Rape Seed. Name us
prices. Prefer buying it from you because of the splendid
luck we had from the 50 bushels "Pride of Nishna" we got
from you this year.

P. Jansen & Sons, Jansen, Nebraska.
I am well acquainted with Mr. Paul Reaume; he is a

large farmer and cattleman. You may send me 35 bushels
of your "Pride of Nishna" seed corn.

F. G. Babcock, Mgr., Ellsworth Co., Kansas.
The last order I sent you received and planted July 1st,

and had roasting ears from it in 60 days.
C. A. Hendon. Obian County, Tenn.

"Pride of Nishna" got from you done fine, matured well;
yielded an average of 72 bushels per acre.

J. R. Shearon, L'nion Co., So. Dak.
"Pride of Nishna" obtained from you planted May 18th

to 2 3rd; got perfect stand; matured finely, j-ielding 75
bushels per acre. O. J. Lunn, Rock Co., "Wis.

"Pride of Nishna" planted May 19th; made splendid
crop. Wm. Saxe, Saunk County, Wisconsin.
My experience in planting Ratekin's Seed Corn has prov-

en a great success. I regard their Iowa Silver Mine and
Pride of Nishna as the best corn for this country ever intro-
duced here. It makes itself three to four weeks ahead of
native sorts; besides is the corn for early feed or for late
planting. In short Ratekin's northern grown corn, has al-
ways given good results and perfect satisfaction.

J. Stencel, Bailey, Miss., Oct. 10, 1908.
I have planted and grown Ratekin's (Iowa grown)

"Silver Mine," white and "Pride of Nishna," yellow, and
found them most excellent varieties. Every stalk produces
at least one good ear and many of them two. It matures
fully four weeks ahead of our common native sorts and al-

ways makes a good and sure crop.
John Griffin, Merchant and Planter, Dunganby, Miss.

I have been selling Ratekin's Iowa grown seed corn for
a number of years and find it has given the very best of re-
sults and satisfaction. It never fails to make a good crop
with proper planting and cultivation; besides it makes fully
four weeks ahead of native sorts. I can fully recommend it

to farmers and planters of Louisiana.
G. C. Lewis, Atlanta, La.

I want some seed corn. I have always got good seed
from you; ship me two bushels each of your Iowa Silver
Mine and Pride of Nishna. I have not had your catalog,
and do not know the price. Planting time is at hand,
please ship seed and I will mail you check for same.

Wayne Horton, Randolph Co., Mo.
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Ratekin's Iowa Silver Mine White Corn
The Greatest Record of any White Corn in the World

IT IS AN ABSOLUTE FACT THAT "RATEKIN'S IOWA SILVER MINE" has made the greatest record of any
white corn, on earth and has captivated the hearts of the corn growing farmers throughout the whole world.

ITS PRIZE RECORD.—Everywhere the Iowa Silver Mine captures the prizes over all other varieties. At one fair ten
of the largest ears took first prize. Afterward the same ten ears took sweepstakes over all other varieties, both white
and yellow, making a total of $95.00 in prizes taken at one fair. It also captured first premium at the Illinois State Fair
for best bushel of corn, any color or sort; first for best white corn in the state, and GRAND SWEEPSTAKES FOR THE
BEST CORN OF ANY COLOR, competition open to the world. In 1899 the Illinois State Agricultural Society offered three
large prizes for the largest yield of corn grown on one acre, and the IOWA SILVER MINE CAPTURED ALL THREE
OF THEM WITH CROPS OF 196, 176 AND 154 BUSHELS PER ACRE. In addition to this, in a prize contest of $500.00,
it produced 215 bushels per acre in Scott County, Iowa; 211 bushels per acre in Indiana; 201 bushels per acre in Arkan-
saw; 178 bushels per acre in Illinois; 145 bushels per acre in Nebraska; 144 bushels per acre in Ohio; 137 bushels per
acre in Texas.

"RATEKIN'S IOWA SILVER MINE" corn has been carefully bred by us for the past twelve years or more with two
essential points in view, EARLY MATURITY AND HIGH YIELD. In Ratekin's Iowa Silver Mine we have not sought to
increase the size of ear so much, but to increase the average number of ears per stalk, and have absolutely eliminated
our seed crops from all barren and weakly stalks.

(Continued next page.)
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Continued from page 22.)

Ratekin's Iowa Silver Mine White Corn.
THE GREATEST RECORD OF ANY WHITE CORN IN THE WORLD.

"RATEKIN'S IOWA SILVER MINE" is as near drouth resisting as any variety ever produced and being of extreme
vitality will do better on old, poor or hill land than any variety in existence. We offer this corn to the Eastern farmer
as one of the very best for feeding and for ensilage purposes. In the Southern States, where we have sold and sent tens

of thousands of bushels during the past ten years it has proven the great salvation of the country and where we were
selling only a few bushels here and there ten or twelve years ago, we are new selling in car load lots to seed houses
and dealers all over the South, including Oklahoma, Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee. Kentucky,
Alabama and Georgia, from which points we do a large retail trade in North and South Carolina and Virginia. "RATE-
KIN'S IOWA SILVER MINE" IS A WHITE CORN and analysis shows a variation so slight that it could not
affect the feeding or cereal qualities or in any way change its value. As every one knows white corn is

used in more than a thousand forms for cereal foods and the price paid for white corn is always better by two.
to five cents per bushel on the markets than for yellow corn.

In all of our twenty-six years' experience growing and handling seed corn we have never been able to find a yellow corn
that for general crop purposes, including its feeding value, its extraordinary yield and strength of vitality to resist all un-
favorable conditions encountered ?n the cultivation and growth of a corn crop, the equal of our Iowa Silver Mine, white,

except "RATEKIN'S PRIDE OF NISHNA," yellow. We have sold and sent it to every State in the Union where corn is

grown and have thousands of unsolicited testimonials from our customers recommending it as the best all round yellow
corn for general field crop in the world. . . .

PRICE: Postage by mail, sample ear, 25c; 1 lb., 25c; 3 lbs., 60c; 7 lbs., (will plant one acre), $1.00. By freight or

ress at purchaser's expense: Pk., 50c; % bn., 90c: 1 bu. to 5 bu., $1.60; 6 to 10 bu. and over, $1.50 per bu. Bags free

- 1 in ear, crated, add 75c per bu. to above prices. (5 bn. lots at 10 bn. prices.)
express
on board cars here. .1*
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What Good Farmers and Planters say about Good Seeds, Good

Crops and Good Results. Thousands of Others tell the Same

Story about Ratekin's Seeds better than we can tell it ourselves.

TWENTY-SEVEN BUSHELS MORE PER ACRE. 1

Ratekin's Seed House. Du Page County, 111., Dec. 1.

Gentlemen:—I should have written before with regard to results from seed corn,
"Pride of Nishna" and "Iowa Silver Mine," obtained from you last spring, but have waited
until I was through gathering, in order that I might write intelligently. I am now done.
To commence, would say: I planted about May 25th; obtained an excellent stand;
cultivation ordinary good. Corn matured soundly before frost; ready for cribbing early
in October; yield from actual measurement of ground and corn, "Pride of Nishna" 72
BUSHELS PER ACRE. "Silver Mine" was good, but yield not quite up to "Pride of Nishna."
Character and quality of each was indeed fine. Both were a success for me. We held a
"Harvest Home" exhibition here this fall. I exhibited samples of each variety and am
pleased to say that I was awarded first prize on both varieties, and there was a large
number of exhibits, as well as sharp competition. My ground was not of the best, and
other common sorts planted side by side with your corn made but 45 bushels per acre,
all under like conditions—a difference of 27 bushels per acre, or over one-third in favor of
crop from your seed. I am well pleased and have booked quite a number of orders for
seed for next spring. It's the best and beats anything ever before grown here.

Yours truly, M. F. Oldfield.

You doubtless remember my order for 10 bushels of seed corn sent you last spring.
I found the corn all right and as good as advertised, especially your "Pride of Nishna,"
and "Iowa Silver Mine." Some of my crop from your "Silver Mine" went over 100 bush-
els per acre. Yours truly, C. H. Armann, Lancaster Co., Neb.

It stood the drouth well. In fact, it is about all the corn I have that will make any
showing this year. John A. Miller, Stoddard County, Mo.

Enclosed find another order for Diamond Joe's Big White seed corn. The seed oats I

ordered from you have been received and are certainly very fine.

E. S. Brennocke, Cape Girardeau Co., Mo., April 19, 1909.

I planted your Diamond Joe's Big White corn last year and I can truthfully say IT IS
THE BEST WHITE CORN that I ever saw growing in this country. I am wanting quite a
lot of seed this spring and am inclosing a list of my requirements; kindly figure on it

and let me hear from you by return mail. J. E. Farquhat, N6doway Co., Mo., Apr. 20, '09.

Seeds at hand and all O. K. Have always had good luck with your seeds.
A. W. Clark, Dow City, Iowa, May 1, 1909.

Your letter of 30th received and would say, I found the garden seeds in top of oat
bag where you told me to look. All the seeds were very fine. My brother who joined me
in my order was greatly pleased with the Diamond Joe's Big White and also his Speltz.

Jacob Zumbro, Roxbury, Ohio, May 2, 1909.

Referring to your letter of 20th and shipment of seed corn to me at Barnhart, Mo.,
will say seed arrived all right and is very satisfactory in every way.

Wm. R. Barnhart (Pres. Barnhart Mercantile Co., St. Louis Mo.) May 20, 1909.

It is with much pleasure I write you to say my seed
corn has arrived and I think it the finest lot of seed corn
I have ever seen. In fact, I am glad to say that I have
struck at least one honest seed house, one that sends out
seed equal to their representations, and if I can do any-
thing) for you shall be more than pleased to do so.

Edward P. Fowl, Napoleon, Ind., May o, 1909.

Please send me a catalog at once—don't care if it is an
old one. I bought seeds from you in 1907 and they gave
most perfect satisfaction and I want to send to you again
this season for a lot of seeds.

W. R. Lander, Gracey, Ky., Dec. 28, 1908.

I received my order of seeds yesterday and found every-
thing all O. K. C. W.. Nowlin, Kearns, Tex., Mar. 27, '09.

Have received my seeds ordered from you; everything
all right—first class.

C. F. Horton, Pennington, Texas, March 18, '09.

Received my seeds all O. K. and well pleased with them.
J. H. Shoemaker. Tulla, Texas.

I received my seed corn, planted it and it's all up looking
fin«. W. F. Todd, Henryetta, Okla.

The remainder of my seed corn has arrived and I wish
to thank you for promptness in tracing and rushing it

through to me.
C. A. Stephens, Porum, Okla.,. March 22, '09.

I have received my seeds, all O. K., and wish to thank
you for promptness. M. F. Garcy, Lebanon, Tenn.

Seed corn received today in good shape; looks fine.

Yours truly, W. M. Morris, Wynne, Ark.

The "Diamond Joe's Big White" seed corn I sent to you
for last spring made an average yield of NINETY BUSH-
EES PER ACRE and Ratekin's Golden Yellow Dent made
ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY BUSHELS PER ACRE.
It was the best corn crop I ever grew in my life. Please
send me samples of your Big American Banner 100 Bushel
Oats and Sensation Oats.

George McLaughlin, Geneva, Ohio.

I have received my seeds all O. K. and am very much
pleased wiih all them, especially the seed corn.

Charles ITrich, Port Austin, Mich.
I have just received your 1909 catalog which reminds

me to say, I planted a part of my crop to your Iowa Silver
Mine white corn last year, and a. a result find that if my
entire crop had been planted i jm it I would have had
three times as much corn per r re as I got from our best
native sorts. In short, I found it everything you claim for
it. John W. Wilson, Wilson Co., Tenn., 3/11/09.

Your letter of 20th inst. enclosing check, refund of $5.80
for seed lost in transit by the railroad companies, is before
me. I am under obligations to you for the manner in

which you do business. We shall want considerable amount
of seeds next year and will remember you. Kindly let me
have your catalog for 1909 as soon as ready for distribu-

tion. Edwin S. Wertz, Wooster, O., July 22, '09.

The seeds I ordered from you arrived today and all

look fine—many thanks for extras you sent so liberally.

The Diamond Joe's Big White corn is as fine as I ever saw
—also wish to thank you for the Baby rambler.

It is a pleasure to say that the seed corn I ordered
from you last year was everything and more than you
claimed for it. The Weather and season was extremely dry.

yet withal I raised a very fine crop of corn. In fact, all

the seeds I got from you did remarkably well. I raised

twelve hills of your Big 225 !b. pumpkins, two vines to

the hill, from which I had 111 pumpkins; the smallest
weighing 43 lbs., and the largest 81 lbs. Considering the
extreme dry weather I think this a very fine showing.

W. J. Wilson, Butler Co., Ohio, March 6.

I am pleased to report results from seeds I got from you
last year. From the onion seeds I grew twenty bushels
averaging a half pound each. The beets run from 8 to 12%
lbs. each. The Hubbard squashes were fine. Among them
was one that weighed 50 lbs. I TOOK ELEVEN PRIZES
AND PREMIUMS on vegetables grown from seeds bought
from you, at our recent county fair. Am going to attend
another fair tomorrow and hope to carry away some addi-
tional premiums. With kind regards and best wishes, I

am, Yours very truly,

J. N. McLean, Humboldt, Kan.. Oct. 6, 1908.

My seed corn arrived Saturday in good shape and I am
much pleased with it. W. T. Hudson, Hillsboro, Ark.
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WALLACE'S FAVORITE.
The Giant White Corn of Iowa.

We cataloged this excellent new variety of corn for the first time last year and at that time anticipat-
ed a great future for it and now that its wonderful qualities have been demonstrated by many hundreds and
thousands of farmers who planted it last year for the first time. In our twenty-six years' experience in

breeding and growing seed corn as a specialty there has been no season but we have had scores and hun-
dreds of samples sent to us from everywhere with the request that we try them on our experimental
grounds. We greatly appreciate these favors, altho it has been utterly impossible to make a fair trial of
all of them, but each year we have tried many sorts and have tried to test out their merits, as it has ever
been our aim to grow only the best varieties, and such sorts as could be depended upon to meet the re-

quirements of our customers; the farmer who grows corn for the profit.

In Wallace's Favo* : we have found a very superior variety of corn and one that has gained favor by
those farmers who hav . tried it everywhere. While we do not claim for it that it will make two, three or
four hundred bushels per acre as is claimed by certain seedsmen for some of their corn, we do know it

can be relied upon to yield as many bushels of good, sound, solid, well matured corn per acre, inside of

100 to 110 days as any variety of corn to be found in the world, and if planted on good strong ground will

yield from 90 to 125 bushels per acre and even more under perfect conditions.

DESCRIPTION.—The stalk is a most robust one, usually growing from 8 to 10 feet high, with long
broad leaves extending from joints which are close together and always producing one to three ears to
the stalk, running from 8 to 12 inches long, with 16 to 20 rows of very deeply set grains on a pure white
cob, and is one of the clearest white varieties grown. We believe this corn will undoubtedly prove a prize
winner wherever planted, as it is bound to give a tremendous yield. Just think of a field of corn laden
down with an average of two good ears to the stalk. Surely this corn will not disappoint your best expec-
tations in any respect and we want every farmer who plants corn the coming season to try it no matter
where you live, east, west, north or south. It is not only good for the grain it grows, but cannot help
being one of the best combination varieties for grain and ensilage purposes in existence and for a gen-
uine corn for all purposes it will sure please you.

A Word About Ordering Seed Now.
Our stock of this seed is limited this year' having less than 6,000 bushels and for this reason we hope

you will send your order in early and by alt- means secure some of this splendid variety of corn before
our stock of it is exhausted. If, however, you should not order as early as you ought to, and it is all gone
we will promptly return your money except you desire to make a second choice or leave it to us to
choose for you, in which event we will be guided by your instructions.

PRICE: 1 lb., 25c; 3 lbs., 75c; 7 lbs. (enough to plant an acre), $1.25, postage prepaid or express pre-
paid to any point in the United States. By freight or express at purchaser's expense: Peck, $1.00; half
bu., $1.75; 1 bu., $3.25; 2 bus., $6.25; 5 bus. and over, $3.00 per bu; bags free, f. o. b. here.
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Ratekin's Imperial White.
Ratekin's Imperial White. w

,

e jfs^d this
* splendid variety of

corn as one of our most valuable acquisitions. It was ob-
tained by us from an old German farmer who brought the
seed from Illinois, and was first introduced by us over ten
years ago, since which time we have sold and sent out
thousands of bushels of it, and it has proven a great favor-
ite with all who have tried it. It is pure white corn,
with red cob—a sign within itself of great vitality; ears
run from 9 to 12 inches long, measuring from 7 to 8
inches in circumference; 16 to 24 rows of very deep grains
firmly set on a small red cob, as shown by the accompa-
nying illustration. The stalks are rather short and heavy,
averaging from 7 to 10 feet in height, with a large
amount of foliage. This corn does well anywhere and
everywhere and is especially adapted to old, poor and thin

land, and will make a good crop where other sorts fail.

It is also especially well adapted to the Eastern and South-
ern States, and where early drouth and the parching hot
weather often hurts and injures native sorts. It matures
safely anywhere in from 90 to 100 days; is very solid and
compact. We can heartily recommend this corn to our
customers as one of the surest croppers and best yielders

we grow, and could print hundreds of testimonials from
those who have tried it, if space would permit, all verify-

ing what we have said of this splendid variety of corn.

PRICE: Postage by mail, sample ear, 25c; 1 tt>„ 25c;

3 lbs., 60c; (7 lbs., will plant an acre), $1.00. By freight or
express at purchasers expense: Peck, 60c; half bu., 90c;

1 bu to 5 bu., $1.75; 6 bu. to 10 bu. and over, $1.60 per bu.

If wanted in the ear, crated, add 75c per bu. to above
prices. (5 bu. lots at 10 bu. prices.)

HICKORY KING.

Hickory
King is a
white/ vari-
ety of field

corn which
has the larg-
e s t grains
with small-
est cob of
any corn inexist -

e n c e . The
grains are so
large and cob
so extremely
small that
when the
ear is bro-
ken in two
pieces a sin-
gle grain will
cover com-
pletely the
cob section.
This corn is

of very vig-
orous habits,
is a splendid
and sure cropper, is especially well suited to light or thin soil,
and is a very desirable variety and largely planted in many of
the Southern States. It. however does well in all the Northern
and Central Western States, but it is not as early to mature as
our "Pride of Nishna" and "Iowa Silver Mine."

PRICE: Postpaid by mail, 1 lb., 25c; 3 lbs., 60c; 7 lbs., $1.00. By freight or express, at purchaser's expense: Peck,
75c; half bu., $1.25; 1 bu., $2.25; 2 bu., $4.25; 5 bu. and over, $2.00 per bu. Bags included, f. o. b. cars here.

It Pays to Plant the Best Varieties of Seed Corn.
To use our thoroughbred, inherited Seed Corn will cost you but 30 to 40 cents per acre, freight charges included. It is

therefore evident that if it produces but one bushel more per acre than old run-out sorts it will more than pay the ex-
pense of the seed. And if you get 30, 40 or 50 bushels increased yield per acre there is more profit in it for the
money invested, ten times over than any stock breeder ever realized or thought of. In confirmation of this, we wish to
quote Prof. P. G. Holden, of the Iowa State Experiment Station, of Ames, Iowa, who says; "I took seed corn from the
corn planter boxes of one hundred farmers in Storey County, Iowa, near the Agricultural College, and planted in the trial

fields of the Agricultural College. Some made only 20 BUSHELS PER ACRE, WHILE OTHER LOTS YIELDED ALMOST
100 BUSHELS. THIS WIDE DIFFERENCE WAS ALL IN THE SEED. The land and methods being identical. THE
EXPENSE OF GROWING WAS THE SAME. THE BEST SEED AND VARIETIES PRODUCED FULLY FOUR TIMES AS
MUCH CORN, OF BETTER QUALITY THAN DID THE OTHER LOTS OF INFERIOR CORN."
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Boone County White.
Is a highly bred variety of white corn of extra large

size containing a high percentage of oil. It is late maturing,
but with good long seasons and favorable conditions it is a
splendid yielder. In many places it is a great favorite with
some. The ears are from 8 to 11 in. long, to 8y2 in. in

circumference, containing 18 to 24 rows, weighing from 12 to
18 oz. The cob is medium large and pure white in color. The
ears are quite uniform in size, shape and appearance. The
kernels are pearl white, quite rough, very deep, with fine large
germ. This variety grows a large stalk from 10 to 12 feet

high with an abundance of foliage, and like other white varie-

ties is the best for old, thin, or poor soil. They gather more
plant food from the air and less from the soil than does yel-

low corn. With favorable seasons in localities where it has
plenty of time to mature it is particularly valuable; say the
southern half of Indiana, Illinois and Missouri. Matures fully

in about 120 days. Our seed stock of this variety was grown
from pure inherited stock and can be relied upon to give the
best possible results that can be obtained from this variety.

PRICE: By mail, postpaid, sample ear, 25c; 1 ft>., 25c; 3

lbs., 60c; 7 lbs., (will plant one acre), $1.00. By freight or ex-
press, at purchaser's expense: Peck, 50c; half bushel, 90c; 1 bu. to 5 bu., $1.60; 6 bu. to 10 bu., $1.60 per bu.

Bags free. If wanted in ear, crated, add 75c per bu. more. (5 bu. lots at 10 bu. prices.)

LEGAL TENDER.
This is now one of the most prominent varie-

ties of large medium late varieties, and those who
have tried it speak very highly of the splendid re-

sults obtained from it. It is a very productive
corn where seasons will permit of its maturity,

and it's no uncommon thing to find ears 12 in.

long that weigh from 1 to 1^ lbs. each. The
stalks grow 10 to 12 feet high with very heavy fo-

liage, which makes it valuable fodder corn. Le-
gal Tender has been a great premium taker, and
to those who want a large late variety of corn
we firmly believe you will find it a most splendid
variety and that it will become a permanent fix-

ture on your farm. Under favorable conditions
this variety will mature in 115 to 120 days and
seems to be well adapted to the Central Southern
States. Our seed stock of this variety is pure
bred of inherited stock, and you can depend upon
it giving you the best possible results.

Price: Postpaid by mail, sample ear, 25c; 1 lb.,

25c; 3 lbs., 60c; 7 lbs. (will plant an acre), $1.00.
By freight or express: 1 pk., 50c; half bu., 90c; 1
bu. to 5 bu., $1.60; 6 to 10 bu., and over, $1.50 per bu.
Bags included. If wanted in ear, crated, add 75c
per bu, to above prices. (5 bu. at 10 bu. prioes.)

Corn is King and the Raising of Corn is Science

Start right by planting" seed that will grow and
varieties that will produce the largest yield and big-
gest crops. Every ear a thoroughbred; every kernel
a live one and every grain the same size. The farm-
er who will follow our advice on this point in the be-
ginning of his crop will find it a wealth producer,
and nuggets of gold at harvest time. To illustrate:
Notice the progressive farmer who has planted our
seed corn; read what he says of results obtained,
and compare his experience with the man who has
not. See the difference in the yield of his crop as
well as the quality of corn he grows. To illustrate,
brother farmer, will you stop a moment and count
the cost of enough of our thoroughbred seed corn to
plant 10, 20, 30, 50 or 100 acres? One bushel will
plant from 7 to 8 acres of ground. The seed will
cost you from $1.50 to $3.00 per bu., or from 20c to
40c per acre. Thus the increased yield costs you less
than a cent a bushel as compared with planting com-
mon varieties and scrub sorts. There is not a farm-
er or corn grower in the United States who cannot
afford to plant our thoroughbred varieties. Thous-
ands of farmers have made money by planting it,

while thousands have lost money by not planting it.

Will it not pay you to consider these points for
yourself? Count the cost of seed and consider the
comparative results and profits to bo derived from
a small investment, by planting our thoroughbred
varieties
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RATEKIN'S QUEEN OF NISHNA.
This variety of corn was originated by us twenty years ago, and while it was well nigh perfection itself when we

first begun to catalog it, we have constantly tried to improve it in every way we could by culling out all barren
stalks and increasing the number of ears to each stalk, and for the past ten years we have made an average yield of
over 60 bushels per acre, and in 1907 we grew the enormous yield of 94 bushels on our experimental grounds, or
over 20 bushels per acre better yield than from any one of six other early varieties, side by side with it on the same
ground under identical conditions. We have frequently gathered well dented hard corn from it in 70 days from the time
it was planted and have shelled corn from it 80 days from time planted. (See next page.)
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EXTRA EARLY VARIETIES.
QUEEN OF NISHNA— (Continued from preceding page.)

DESCRIPTION.—The ears ordinarily run from 7 to 10 inches long, with 16 to 20 rows of deep compact grains solidly
set on a very small red cob. The stalks grow from 7 to 10 feet high, dependent upon the ground where planted, and
under ordinary conditions makes a yield of from 50 to 70 bushels per acre. Each year we sell thousands of bushels
of this variety all over the Dakotas, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan and throughout New York and the New England
States, in fact, we sell this corn everywhere where corn is grown. In some states it is planted for general crop, in others
for early feed and still in others it is very generally used for late planting or replanting where other sorts have failed from
one cause and another. "We feel that we cannot recommend this corn too highly for all the purposes we have
named and feel sure that no farmer who plants corn will make any mistake in ordering and planting at least a part of his
crop to this most excellent variety of early corn.

PRICE: Sample ear, 25c; 1 ib„ 25c; 3 lbs., 50e; 7 lbs., $1.00; postpaid or prepaid by express to any point in the
United States. By freight or express at purchaser's expense: Peck, 60c; half bushel, $1.10; 1 bushel, §2.00; 5 bushels
and over S1.S0. Bags free f. o. b. here.

l?£lf£»Hn ,C Tlalrnict TZ\nr\AiT Rn+r«riOf Tnis is another most excellent variety of extra early matur-
IVaiCIYlll 3 Uai\Uia UlUUUy L) UIL11C1 . ing COrn and is a great favorite and extensively grown in
North and South Dakota, Minnesota and Northern Wisconsin and Michigan, as well as other states of high altitude
and where the seasons are short and frost may be expected early. It is next to our Queen of Nishna as a large
yielder among the early sorts, always making itself safely in from 80 to 90 days even in the far Northern States; be-
sides this it is a variety of great tenacity to resist and withstand unfavorable conditions, such as extreme wet or dry
and will do better on old, poor or thin "soil than almost any other sort.

DESCRIPTION.—The ears ordinarily run from S to 12 inches long with 12 to 16 rows of solid compact grains of a
redish or flesh color, being almost round and of a very nutritious character for feeding corn; one bushel going almost
as far as 1V4 bushels of ordinary varieties. It usually makes a yield of from 40 to 50 bushels per acre on ordinary land
under normal conditions, and we can fully recommend it for planting everywhere that quick maturing varieties are re-
quired.

PRICE: Sample ear, 25c; 1 lb., 25c; 3 lbs., 60c; 7 lbs., SI.00, postpaid or prepaid by express to any point in the
Cnited States. By freight or express at purchaser's expense: Peck, 60c;. half bu., $1.10; 1 bu., $2.00; 5 bu. and over,
S1.£0. Bags free f. o. b. here.

Prifff* Of tflP ^nrtfl This variety of early corn was originated by Mr. A. L,. Goddard, of Kossouth County,
^ 111C l\vJllll, Iowa, (one of the extreme northern counties in Iowa) about twenty-five years ago, and

at once sprang into great prominence as the earliest of all yellow dent corns, and is yet a great favorite in some of the ex-
treme Northern States. It is a very pure and handsome yellow dent corn. The ears running from 7 to 9 inches long,
with small cob and kernel; ears usually containing from 12 to 16 rows; 70 lbs. ears will shell out 60 to 62 lbs.; will
ripen and mature safely anywhere in about 90 days; can be planted as late as June 25 to 30 and make itself by Septem-
ber 10. Good soil is capable of growing four to six stalks to the hill and many stalks have two ears, and usually pro-
duces from 30 to 40 bushels good sound corn per acre.

PRICE: One lb., 25c; 3 lbs.. 60e; 7 lbs. (will plant one acre), $1.00. postpaid. By freight or express: Peck, 75c;
half bu., $1.25; 1 bu., $2.00; 5 bu., or more, $1.90 per bu., Bags free, on board cars here.

MEDIUM STANDARD VARIETIES.
TflWjj finlff Mi IIP °ur stock of this is first class, well ripened and of sound maturity and can be depended
IvIWi* ViUlU iTllllC. on t0 grow where other sorts have failed or where a medium early variety is wanted for
late planting. It will mature in good shape as far north as southern Minnesota. The grain is a rich golden, shining like
a new coin from the mint; long deep kernel; often % to % of an inch long. This corn shells out from 58 to 60 lbs.
per 70 lbs. ears.

PRICE EOR IOWA GOLD MINE: One ear, 25c; 1 lb., 25c; 3 lbs., 65c; 7 lbs. (enough to plant one acre), $1.00,
postpaid or express prepaid to any point in the Cnited States. By freight or express at purchaser's expense: Peck, 60c;
half bu., $1.00; 1 bu., $1.75; 5 bu. or more, $1.60. Bags free, f. o. b. here.

This corn is the old fashioned kind and has always been very
popular as a feeding corn and for many years we have had a

great demand for it, especially from stock feeders. So great has been the demand for this excellent feeding corn that
we have given greater attention to it the past few years than in former years and without fear of contradiction we can
say we have the very highest and best strain of this corn that can be found anywhere. The strain we grow is of the large
eared kind, deep grain and small cob, thus insuring early maturity. The ears run from 9 to 12 inches in length and
measure from 7 to 8 inches in circumference. It is a combination in color of red, white and yellow stripes. It is full

of protein and very rich and stock like it and eat it in preference to any other corn. To all those in want of one of the
best corns for stock feeding we want to say we are in a position to supply you with the very best of seed.

PRICE: By mail postpaid, sample ear, 25c; 1 lb., 25c; 3 lbs., 60c; 7 lbs. (will plant an acre), $1.00. By freight or
express: Peck, 50c; half bu., 90c; 1 bu. to 5 bu., SI.60 per bu.; 6 bu. to 10 bu. and over, $1.50 per bu. Bags free on
board cars here. If wanted in the ear, crated, add 75c per bu. to above prices.

Sflitlt r^flJirlPQ AA/VlifP This excellent variety of white corn was originated in St. Charles County, Missouri, and
>^<*IIll v>Il<*I 1C5 VV llllC

j s very popular with" a large number of our customers in Missouri, and makes well in
southern Iowa, In fact our Missouri customers with whom this is such a favorite claim to get very much better results
from our Iowa grown seed than from their Missouri grown seed, and that it matures there from ten to fifteen days ear-
lier than home grown sorts of the same variety.

DESCRIPTION.—The St. Charles White is a very handsome pure variety of white corn set on a red cob and this
corn appears to make a finer and better grade for milling purposes and for corn meal than almost any other sort. The
ears are usually S to 10 inches long, 16 to 18 rows of deep, broad kernels, the upper corners of the kernels being round-
ing. The stalk grows from 8 to 10 and 12 feet high, dependent upon the land upon which it is planted, the low-
lands and bottoms producing the taUer stalks; the stalk growing broad succulent blades, thus making it a very desirable
corn for general crop purposes; for grain, fodder or for ensilage purposes. Our customers in the South, North. East and
West are greatly in favor with this excellent variety of corn. In the South for the grain crop it produces and in the East,
West and North for the fodder and ensilarge it produces.

PRICE: By mail, postpaid: Sample ear, 25c; 1 lb., 25c; 3 lbs., 60c; 7 lbs. (will plant an acre), S1.00. By freight
or express: Peck, 50c; half bu.. 90c; 1 bu. to 5 bu., SI.60 per bu. ; 6 to 10 bu., and over, $1.50 per bu. Bags free on
board cars here. If wanted in the ear, crated, add 75c per bu. to above prices.

F"l1tlk ,Q Vpllnw Optlf °ur stock of tnis variety was grown from seed purchased direct from the Funk
1 Ullrv a I C11U W J-SClll. farms, which variety has been advertised by them as a most excellent variety of

yellow corn. They claim the average yield of this corn for the past 'four or five years has been upward of 100 bushels per
acre. They also claim it to be an improvement over Reid's Yellow Dent, and has the same general chareteristirs.
The ears are from 8 to 11 inches long, cylindrical in shape from butt to tip with 16 to 20 rows on small red cob. The
kernels are medium rough. The originators claim this variety to be a vigorous grower; makes medium heavy foliage
and a good combination corn for grain and ensilage purposes.

PRICE: Postpaid, by mail: Sample ear, 25c; 1 lb., 25c; 3 lbs., 60c; 7 lbs. (will plant one acre), $1.00. By freight
or express at purchaser's expense: Peck, 50c; half bu., 90c; 1 bu. to 5 bu.. SI.60; 6 to 10 bu., and over, SI.50 per bu.
B-igs free on board cars here. If wanted in ear, crated, add 75c per bu. to above prices. (5 bu. lots at 10 bu. prices.)

Ppjf]V VpllnW FlPflf °ur stock of tnis variety this year is exceptionally pure, well ripened and shows a
I\C1VI a I C11UW 1-JClll test of 90 to 95 per cent, of strong germination. It is the finest show corn grown
for corn shows and county institutes. Last year it took second premium at the Omaha National Corn Show. It is a me-
dium early variety doing well and ripening as far north as central Iowa.

PRICE: By mail, postpaid: Sample ear, 25c; 1 lb., 25c; 3 lbs., 60c; 7 lbs. (will plant an acre). $1.00. By freight
or express: Peck. 50c; half bu.. 90c; 1 bu. to 5 bu., SI.60 per bu. ; 6 to 10 bu. and over, $1.50 per bu. Bags free on board
cars here. If wanted in the ear, crated, add 75c per bu. to above prices.

Ratekin's Improved Calico Corn,
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Dibble's Mammoth Yellow Flint.

Every year from June 1st to September 1st,

we devote our entire time looking after our con-
tract growers and investigating different sections
of the country to find the best varieties adapted
to the various climatic conditions, and while in

northern New York some years ago we found a
variety of Flint Corn known all over New York
and the' New England States, as "DIBBLE'S
MAMMOTH YELLOW FLINT" and every-
where was extolled as the most wonderful of all

flint varieties. So favorably impressed were we,
with this corn from what farmers told us, we went
directly to the originator, Mr. Dibble himself,
and procured a supply of seed from his own pri-

vate stock for our planting purposes. Since then
we have been growing and selling it with most
satisfactory results all over the Dakotas, Minne-
sota, Northern Wisconsin, Michigan, New York
and the New England States. In short, we be-
lieve it to be the earliest, best and most pro-
ductive flint corn there is grown. The stalks av-
erage 9 to 12 feet high, dependent upon the
ground; each stalk bearing from one to three
cars. It leaves very profusely, nearly to the
ground, and both the leaves and stalks are very
nutritious and stock will eat every vestage of the
stalk as well as the leaves or blades. The ears

average from 10 to 18 inches in length. It is

very early to mature and if planted late or when
the ground is warm it will ripen and be ready for

the knife within sixty days from planting. The
seed we furnish our customers is from hand pick-

ed ears running 10 inches and over in length,

thoroughly dry, well cured and can be depended
upon to grow almost to a grain.

Owing to the wonderful and superior ad-
vantages of this corn over other sorts, of its

class, we want to urge all who grow corn in the
far north, where the seasons are short and where
frost may be expected the last of August to
September 1st, to order early.

PRICE: 1 lb., 25c; 3 lbs., 50c; 7 lbs., $1.00;

postage or express prepaid to any point in the
United States. By freight or express at pur-
chaser's expense: 1 bu. (enough to plant 4 acres),

$2.00; 2 bu., $3.75; 10 bu., $16.00. Gags free.

ALASKA-NORTHWESTERN DENT
This corn is in a class of its own; is a yellow dent and THE EARLIEST YELLOW DENT CORN IN THE WORLD.

It was introduced by us four years ago throughout North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, Wisconsin and northern Mich-
igan; also in the New England States where the season for corn is short; everywhere our customers have been greatly
pleased and loud in its praise. Like all other varieties of Indian Corn it gives best results on good strong ground. Many
of our customers claim to have grown as high as SEVENTY-FIVE BUSHELS PER ACRE from it; usually, however, it

yields from 40 to 50 bushels on ordinary corn ground, and matures beyond danger of frost within seventy days. Under or-
dinary conditions it grows to the height of six to eight feet; average distance of ears from ground two feet and a half.
The ears run from 7 to 10 inches long, very deep grain set on a small red cob, 14 to 18 rows on cob. and so sound you
can plant very early and depend on 99 to 100 per cent, germinating good and strong. One bushel will plant seven acres of
ground. Our supply of this seed is limited. You will do well to order early.

PRICE: One ear, 25c; 1 lb., 25c; 3 lbs., 65c; 7 lbs., $1.00, postpaid or express chargres prepaid to any point in the
United States. By freight or express at purchaser's expense: Peck, $1.00; half bu., $1.75; 1 bu., $3.25; 5 bu. and over,
$3.00 per bu. Bags free, f. o. b. here.— MONEY IN LITTLE THINGS

Very often there is good money in "little things" which because they are small, people are apt to overlook. Popcorn is

one of these.
ITS PROFITABLE USES.

1st. It yields of shocked corn of the very best feeding value at the rate of 8 to 10 tons per acre.
2nd. The small ears which mature early, are very valuable for pigs, calves and young stock generally, during the fall

and winter months.
3rd. The yield of ear corn to the acre is equal to any of the larger varieties, as it can be planted much closer than

larger varieties of corn.
4th. Thousands of carloads of popcorn are annually sold for popping purposes.
5th. Popcorn brings a higher price than other corn and a ready market is found for any quantity, and a farmer cannot

raise better feed.
6th. Boys or girls can grow an acre or two of popcorn and dispose of the product to their neighbors or to the nearest

marchant. "Why not turn it over to the children? It will afford them pleasure and profit.

Plant at the rate of six to eight quarts to the acre. We have a choice lot of this popcorn carefully chosen for seed
purposes.

PRICES; 1 lb., 25c, postpaid. By express or freight at purchaser's expense: one-fourth bu., 75c; bu. of 56 lbs., $2.75.

Bags free.
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FODDER CORN.
FOB YEARS WE HAVE BEEN PEEACHING THE GREAT VAXTTE OF FODDER

AND ENSILAGE CORN; year by year our sales have increased to an incredible de-
gree. Only a few years ago there was but little Fodder Corn planted, but now almost
every farmer, especially in the North and Northwestern States as well as all the East-
ern States plant Fodder Corn each year and find it one of the most profitable crops to
be grown. It produces more tons of feed per acre than any other grain or grass—25
tons per acre of green feed is but an ordinary good crop and in many cases our cus-
tomers have reported as high as 35 to 40 tons. Fodder Corn is also frequently sowed
broadcast at the rate of two or three bushels nev acre for supplemental pastures to be
used when grass is short and dried up during the latter summer and fall months.

Ratekin's Giant Shenandoah Fodder Corn. gey£?on
a
g

d?g™
fodder corn either to feed green right out the field, or
to put up for the silo, or to cure and stack away,
cropping as high as 40 tons to the acre. It is sweet,
tender and juicy and furnishes more nourishment than
any other variety; has short joint and therefore an
abundance of leaves and blades, and growing as tail as
the tallest, thus making it of extraordinary produc-
tiveness. The only fault we have ever heard of this
fodder corn is that it grows so large and so tall it

makes it harder to handle. We measured one stalk
from our crop last fall that was 16 feet and 4 inches
in height and measured 1% inches in diameter at the

base, and contained 30 pairs of broad, long
blades.

Drill 1 to 1^ bushels to the acre in rows
about 3^ feet apart. Five or six kernels to
each foot of row; plow and cultivate until
3 feet high, stirring the surface of the ground
often, after which it will take . car?> of itself.

PRICE: Peck, 30c; half bu., 6Ca; 2 "su.,

$1.25; 2 bu,, $2.25; 5 bu. and over, $1.10. B&^a
free, f. o. b. here.

Stowell's Evergreen Sweet Fod-
/4n r Cnm Asiae from our Giant Fod-UC1 V>U1U. der corn we regard Sto-
well's Evergreen Sweet Corn one of the best
and most valuable varieties grown, being a
most excellent variety to cut and throw out to
milch cows, horses and hogs during the sum-
mer and fall months when grass is dried up
and pastures are short; as a green fodder fed
in this way one acre will furnish as much
feed as eight acres of grass. The sweet juicy
>talks give it a flavor that makes stock like it.

as they like nothing else, and stock will de-
vour the last vestage of the stalks and blades
as clean as they would wipe up the best clo-
ver in the midst of winter. It is claimed by
all dairy farmers that it will not only greatly
increase the flow of milk, but will add a third
to a half to the cream production. All we have
said about its wonderful qualities as a green
feed may be said with equal truth and force
when it is cut up and put into shocks and fed
during the winter months. Even in its dry
stage, stock of a*l kinds will eat every vest-
age of the stalks and blades. There is no
waste whatever in this corn.

Plant with drill in rows 3^2 feet apart, 8
to 10 kernels to the foot in the row. Cultivate

thoroughly, plowing deep and close to the corn the first time, after which cul-
tivate shallow or surface cultivation until three feet high. This variety of corn
will make you from 15 to 20 tons to the acre.

PRICE: Peck, $1.00; half bu., $1.90; 1 bu., $3.50. Bag's free, f.- o. b. here.

This is a standard Southern variety which
has made a wide reputation all over the

country and is noted for its splendid qualities for both fodder and ensilage pur-
poses. It grows very tall ranging from 10 to 14 feet and is a very leafy broad
blade.

PRICE: Peck, 30c; y2 bu., 60c; 1 bu., $1.25; 2 bu., $2.25; 10 bu. and over,
$1.10 per bu. Bags free, f. o. b. here.

IN CONCLUSION.—The one problem that confronts every farmer who keeps
stock is how to get feed to supply his horses, cattle and hogs. The corn plant is
the foundation food, and every portion of it should be used. A good silo on ev-
ery farm where stock is raised and where corn can be grown solves the prob-
lem. But where the farmer don't feel able or conditions do not justify he should
at least grow a few acres of Fodder Corn and take care of it in the most practi-
cal way he can. We cannot too highly recommend Stowell's Evergreen where
you have only a few horses or cows. Plant a few acres if no more and our
word for it 3*ou will be pleased. Don't plant too early nor when the ground is
cold and wet. Sweet corn will sour in the ground when other field varieties will
grow under wet cold weather conditions.

FOR GRAIN AND FODDER CROP COMBINED.
We want to especially recommend our Gold Standard, Ratekin's Yellow Dent,

Pride of Nishna, Iowa Silver Mine, and Imperial White corn. Either of these
varieties will give you the best possible combination for a grain crop and fodder
or ensilage crop. All of them mature early and each have a very heavy stalk,
broad leaves anS lets cf them.

Red Cob Fodder Corn.
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1909 Yields of Corn on ourTrial Grounds
Varieties that Have "Made Good" in Breeding Blocks

SECTIONAL. VIEW OF ONE OF OUR LARGE STORAGE WAREROOMS.

Our trial grounds the past season consisted of two measused acres to the block, and tests were made of all the fol-
lowing varieties from pure inherited seed stock. The ground was clover sod that had been broken the fall previous and
exposed to the snow, air and freezes during the winter. In early spring as soon as conditions would permit it was thor-
oughly disced and harrowed every ten days until the planting was done, which was on the 10th of May. These blocks
were planted in rows three feet and six inches apart, three grains to the hill. The stand was perfect. It was first harrowed
eight days after planting just before it began to come through the ground. The first plowing was done with an ordi-
nary cultivator ten days following, using bull tongues for front shovels, plowing very deep and as close to the plants as
possible not to cover the corn. After the first plowing the remainder of the cultivation was done with a six-shovel sur-
face cultivator, thus keeping the surface of the ground clean and carpeted with a good "dust" mulch. It was laid by
on the 28th of June, just 48 days from the time it was planted. Each plot was picked and weighed separately, the corn
being harvested from the 5th to 12th of November and allowed at the rate of 75 lbs. to the bushel.

The work required in the growing of these plots, including all the details such as selecting the seed, the strains of
corn, preparing the ground, planting and cultivating required lots of work and close attention, but this experiment was
worth all it cost and brought returns and an increased yield that well repaid for all extra expense. Some varieties
showed an increased yield over previous years, while others fell short. The year before all our corn on experimental
grounds was drilled one grain every twelve inches in the row, which possibly had something to do with this small va-
riation. ,

VARIETY. Bu. Time of
per Acre Maturity

Ratekin's Gold Standard 142 90 days
Ratekin's Golden Yellow Dent 148 95 to 100 days
Diamond Joe's Big White 146 90 to 100 days
Pride of Nishna 141 90 to 100 days
Ratekin's Iowa Silver Mine 144 90 to 100 days
Imperial White 136 90 to 100 days
Wallace's Favorite, white 137 100 days
Large Calico 114 100 to 120 days
Boone County White 116 130 days
Legal tender 86 130 days

VARIETY. Bu.
per Acre

Reid's Yellow Dent : 96
Funk's Yellow Dent 94
Funk's 90 Day 68
Pride of North 64
St. Charles White 88
Ratekin's Queen of Nishna 94%
Alaska Northwestern 67
Iowa Gold Mine 71
Dibble's Flint 51
Stowell's Evergreen 52

Time of
Maturity

12 0 days
120 days
90 days
90 days

100 days
80 days
70 days
90 days
60 to 70 days
70 to 80 days

These yields may seem large to some who have been planting old run-out sorts on poor ground, but our ground and
seed, including high yielding varieties, was of the very best and seed bed put in the best possible condition. The stand
was perfect, and it had better attention than the ordinary farmer give» his erops. You eannot expect such yields on ordi-
nary earn ground. Don't look for it; don't sxpeet it- But this exemplifies the dift«r«8«» JL» jyfrtttr ft* ffKB wAtf tfef
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RATEKIN'S RELIABLE FARM SEEDS.
FIRST AFTER GOOD SEED CORN, IIT IMPORTANCE TO THE AMERICAN FARMER IS SEED WHEAT,

OATS, BARLEY. GRASSES, CLOVER, POTATOES, ETC., THESE ARE THE MONEY, DOLLAR, CROPS IN
WHICH THE FARMER IS MOST INTERESTED.

While we have given extensive space to the seed corn question, there can be no doubt but that as wide op-
portunity offers to careful study and experiment in the growing of other farm crops, with the same success and
results as has been attained in the improvement of Indian Corn and Wheat since the agitation and progress made
during the past few years. In fact there is actual proof of this in our own experience as well as others who
have planted and grown crops from our seeds within the past few years. As in corn breeding, we were the pio-
neers in the breeding and importing new varieties of Seed Wheat and Oats from foreign countries. Our methods
for breeding Oats are much the same as those in use at the Minnesota, Wisconsin and Illinois Experiment Sta-
tions, namely: record of single mother plants whose ability to yield has shown them to be exceptionally high and
worthy of propagation. In this way our new varieties have been propagated, and we actually believe and know
that farmers who buy their seeds from us will have every reason to be glad of it, and will find their every in-
vestment made with us for farm and grass seeds a profitable one to them.

In addition to our many years' experience in the seed business, we have had twenty years or more practical ex-
perience on the farm. Yes, we have been up against the "real thing itself," and from the time we first en-
gaged in the seed business 25 years ago, we have always felt that the nearer we could keep in touch with the
practical, intelligent, up-to-date farmer the more valuable information we could gain and through this source
alone we have been inspired to make a great many experiments in the propagation and improvement in many
kinds of farm seeds and crops. Each year since our business began, we have sent out thousands of letters of in-
quiry to all parts of the country, with regard to results obtained from our seed, manner of planting, cultivation,
as well as yields compared with other sorts. By reason of this wide and extended information we believe we are
in a position to help and benefit many of our customers in making selection of seeds best suited to their climate
and soil, which we are always and ever ready to do. In fact, we want to help and assist our customers in every
way we can, and if they obtain good and satisfactory results, or better returns from our seed than others get
who buy elsewhere we feel it the best and most profitable advertising we can make. It not only insures a con-
tinuance of your patronage, but is an inspiration to encourage 3'our neighbors and friends to send to us too.

With the liberal and continued support and hearty co-operation of the farmer, we shall in the future, as in the
past, urge onward in the fields of new tests and experiments, believing that if we can get a new sort that will
produce TWO BUSHELS where one formerly grew that we are doing the farmer great good. Our success in this
line in the past has been signal, and the farmer stands by us, for our seeds are recognized for their superior qual-
ity the world over.
WE WERE THE FIRST TO INTRODUCE NEW AND BETTER VARIETIES OF FIELD SEED CORN. We

have IMPROVED AND INTRODUCED NEW VARIETIES OF WINTER SEED WHEAT; have originated and in-
troduced new varieties of seed oats, barley, seed potatoes, etc., that have increased the yield largely: often doub-
ling it. For these reasons, WE TAKE PRIDE in our large and increasing trade in the FARM SEED branch of
our business. With our new and convenient building and improved machinery for cleaning, which are as perfect
as any in the United States, we are enabled to clean and grade all kinds of seeds perfectly, far better than those
commonly sold.

Hicfl firaHp SppH Cirjnn costs more to grow a crop for seed purposes than the ordinary farmer
V>1 <*vlC JCCU VJl dill* can understand. In the first place it requires extra choice stock seed, spe-

cially prepared land, special cultivation, great care in harvesting, cleaning, testing, preoaring for shipment, bags,
etc., etc., so we are obliged to ask a considerable advance over market prices, but any intelligent farmer will
agree with us that such seeds are well worth to him, in the increased yield, all we ask.

PrlrPC Prices named in this department are subject to important market changes. Quotations are net, andriltC9« are not subject to premium or discount which is offered on garden or other seeds. Clover and grass
seeds are constantly varying in value. Please write for quotations, sending list of reauirements when in need.
Orders sent us will be given the benefit of lowest prices on day order is received. We will take pleasure in
mailing samples and quoting inside prices at any time on large orders.

^^M«t"Hn0, • In this department everything- that is quoted by the packet or pound is sent by mail postpaid;
Jllippill^t au large quantities, unless noted, are sent by express or freight at expense of purchaser.
Prices named include bags free, except on clover and grass seeds, which are 18 cents each, extra. Everything
delivered at depot free in good order.

FVpi 0"flf SflintTlPfl'te • In another place in this catalogue you will find freight rates quoted to points in
1 IClglll 01il|JlllviiLo • many of the states, from which you can form a very correct estimate of what
the freight will be to your nearest railroad station. We want to call attention, however, to the fact that rail-
road companies usually charge no more for 100 lbs., than they do for 20 lbs., or any lesser amount, and should
you want less than 100 lbs. of seeds IN ORDER TO EQUALIZE OR REDUCE COST OF TRANSPORTATION, we
advise the sending in of club orders. Any one can get un a club. Simply see some of your neighbors and friends
and ask them to send with you, and advise us to ship to one person, in one shipment, if each customer writes or
makes out his own order under his own name it will be a very easy matter for us to keeD each customer's seeds
separate, and the freight charges will be next to nothing when shared by several persons. Or you can divide
them yourself, as you wish.

IF YOU LIVE AT A DISTANT POINT and wish to order some article or seeds that would weigh but fifteen
or twenty pounds it would then be cheaper and safer as well as expeditions to send it bv express.
REMEMBER THAT WE GUARANTEE OUR SEEDS TO BE AS REPRESENTED, AND IF NOT FOUND EN-

TIRELY SATISFACTORY ON RECEIPT AND EXAMINATION YOU MAY RETURN THEM AT OUR EX-
PENSE AND MONEY PAID FOR THEM WILL BE REFUNDED.

A GOOD FARMER.
It is said that "the result of warfare depends very largely upon the men behind the guns." This is equally

true of every other human endeavor. The successful growing of a crop is no exception. "He that by the plow
would thrive must either hold or drive," is as true as it is old. In this day of advanced agriculture success can
only be obtained by a good knowledge of the underlying scientific principles.

Any one can farm after a fashion, but for the best results aside from proper weather and climatic condi-
tions, there are three or four other essential elements, all of about equal importance, that must be combined in
order that success may be assured. They are a good farmer, good soil, good seed and good cultivation.

The chemical and mechanical conditions of the soil, the physiology of the plants as well as the philosophy of
cultivation and plant growth, must be understood by the farmer in order that he may be able to meet and over-
come the ever varying conditions that confront him, identical conditions not returning once in a decade. Having
the knowledge, he will know when, how and for what purpose he cultivates. To illustrate: suppose the soil seems
quite fertile but is inclined to pack and run together and become hard on the least provocation. It shows that the
soil lacks humus, vegetable mould, or as some call it, fiber. The remedy is to apoly a heavy coat of coarse litter,
sueh as coarse manure, straw or stalks cut fine, or a heavy crop of some green stuff plowed under—any way to
add decayed vegetable matter to the soil.

Or suppose there is too heavy growth of stalk, vines or branches and a light crop of grain or fruit. This
shows there is too much nitrogen compared with other elements of fertility. The thing to do is to add phos-
phoric acid arid potash to restore the proper balance, or continue to crop with some rank grower until the sur-
plus nitrogen is taken up. Hence, we conclude the farmer must be a close observer, a good reasoner, a deep
thinker and promot executor. But, however well informed may be the "man with a hoe," he cannot raise a good
crop without good soil, good seed and good cultivation.

GOOD SEEDS.
,
By good seed we mean that which has been handled so that all of its germinating power has been preserved,

aided by a constitutional vigor implanted in the grain bv a judicious selection, cultivation and environment that
produces a pure or improved variety. This may be done by the common farmer, but is generally best done by
the professional seed grower. He generally knows better how to do this, and has the proper facilities for do-
ing the work. This is (or soon will be) a business of itself.

What is here seM ttiT&f BWud rxxm w4S apf*y to alf ^rer fam s«eSs asd feraa tjwps.
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The Earliest to Mature and the

Largest in Yield.

We have been in the seed business a great many years; in fact, have spent
the greater part of our lives in improving and importing new varieties of farm
seeds and helping to better the condition of the farmer, and while we were con-
scious of the great merits of our New Sensation Oats when we first introduced
them seven years ago, but little did we think of the unbelievable yield they would
make of 210 bushels per acre, while 100 bushels per acre is no uncommon thing
for these Oats to make under anything like reasonable conditions. ALEX MIL-
IAR, OP WASHINGTON* COUNTY, IOWA, WRITES: "I NEVER SAW ANY-
THING TO EQUAL THEM. THEY RUN OUT OP THE SPOUT LIKE A MILL-
RACE." ABRAHAM MERRIT, OP ENID, OKLAHOMA, SAYS: "THEY ARE
THE EARLIEST AND HEAVIEST YIELDING OATS I EVER SAW. I SHALL
SOW NO OTHER VARIETY."

Our New Sensation Oats are noted for their rapid and vigorous growth and
early maturity. They mature so early that rust does not affect them. They
yield from 60 to 100 bushels per acre on ordinary land. They are a white oat,
grains large and plump, with thin hull, often running overweight from six to
ten pounds^ "When you sow our New Sensation Oats you have an insurance poli-
cy on your crop; one that insures you against early 'drouth, rust or blight; one
that always insures you a good crop. They grow medium height, strong stiff

straw, and always stand well upon any kind of land. In short we believe our
New Sensation Oats to be the best ever introduced for earliness, enormous
yielding qualities and freedom from rust and blight. Hundreds of our custom-
ers have written us that on account of stiff straw these oats stood up perfectly
under weather that caused other varieties to go down or lodge. We make it

(possible for every farmer to get a start if not to sow his whole crop to this
variety. Our prices on these
oats make this possible, and
we hope every farmer who
grows oats at all will try at
least a few bushels of this
wonderful new variety of oats
this coming season. Frank
Rockefeller (one of the Stand-
ard Oil Co.) bought 400 bus.
of these oats last year for his
big farm near Wichita, Kan.
Read copy of his telegram.

Kansas City, Mo., Mar.

i 8 .—R a t e k i n ' s Seed

House, Shenandoah, la.

Ship to Bervedere, Kan-

sas, 400 bushels New Sen-

sation Oats. Ship via

Santa F e Railroad.

—

Signed, F. Rockefeller.

PRICE of "Sensation Oats:"
1 bu., $1.25; 10 bu., $1.10 per
bu.; 50 bu., $1.00 per bu.; 100
bu., 95o per bu. Bags free on
board cars here.

Saunk County, Wisconsin, Oct. 1st.
Ratekin's Seed House:

Gentlemen:—You will remember I sent to you for five bus. of
your New Sensation Oats last spring. I have just threshed
from them 576 bus. of the finest oats I ever saw. I never saw
anything to equal them. They are all you claim for them.

Truly yours, Ole Olson. FRANK ROCKEFELLER.
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Ratekin's Big Banner lOO Bushel Oats.
Among all that is good, "RATEKIN'S BIG

AMERICAN BANNER, 100 BUSHEL, WHITE
OATS" stand pYe-eminently at the head. They
are the biggest, prettiest, plumpest oats in exist-
ence. Side by side last year with common sorts
they made 100 bushels per acre where others
made but 25 to 40 bushels. They are of a strong
coarse stiff straw; sprangled head; ripen early;
never rust, blight or lodge. In short, THERE
IS NONE LIKE THEM. We were the origina-
tors and introducers of this great oat and knew
what they were and would do before we cataloged
them last year for the first time and while we had
over fifty thousand bushels of this seed they
were all snapped up and sold almost before we
knew we had any, as every sample we sent out
brought us back in return an average of five to
ten orders. These oats weigh out from 45 to 50
lbs. per measured bushel and about every kernel
can be relied upon to grow and to throw out a
large number of stems for which reason it does
not require as much seed per acre as ordinary
sorts, two to two and one-half bushels by weight
being a sufficient quantity on any ground.

PRICE OF RATEKIN'S BIG BANNER 100
BUSHEL OATS: 1 bu., $1.25; 2 bu., $2.25; 10

bu. and over, $1.10 per bu.; 50 bu., $1.00; 100 bu.
and over, 95c per bu. Bags FREE, in all cases.

The seed oats received from you last spring was sown
on eight acres of land and gave me a yield of 420 bush-
els, or 52% bushels per acre, and since the average yield
of the oat crop in Illinois was less than 25 bushels per
acre last year, and that of a very poor, light and chaffy
quality, I naturally feel quite pleased with the invest-
ment made for this seed. Very truly yours,

Arthur Jones, Macomb, 111., 10/20/09.
The Big Banner Oats I purchased from you last

spring proved everything you claimed for them; 25 bus.
of seed sown on 10 acres of ground made me 960 bushels
machine measure and every measured bushel will weigh
out 40 to 45 lbs. Levi Smith, Adams Co., Neb.

The Big Banner Oats did fine. Threshed 100 bushels
from two bushels of seed bought from you last spring.

J. M. Burbanks, Clayton Co., Iowa.
The twenty acres of oats grown from 50 bushels of

seed bought from you last spring just threshed and I am
pleased to report that I obtained 2,063 bushels machine
measure and am confident they will weight out 40 to 45
lb s. per measured bushel.

John C. Courtwright. Winnebago Co., Til.

My Banner Oats stood five feet high; made 80 bu. per
acre; were the admiration of the surrounding country.
The heads measured an average of 10 to 12 inches.

E. J. Browning, Franklin Co., Vt.

The Big Banner Oats bought of you made good. We
have just threshed from 16 acres 1,310 bushels, machine
measure; weight 42 lbs. to measured bushel.

Samuel Glasgow, Livingston Co., N. T.

From the twenty-six acres of Ratekin's Big Banner Oats (50 bu. of seed) we threshed 2.190 bushels and I believe
every bushel will weigh out 40 to 46 lbs. per measured, bushel. I never saw anything like them in this country.

John E. Diffenbaugh, Monroe Co., N. T.

The Big Banner Oats I bought of you last spring proved out all you claimed for them. They stood five feet high
and were as even over the top as water in a pond; never saw anything like them in this country. The straw was strong
and stiff, standing up well. They made 96 bushels per acre. The weight being 43 lbs. per measured bushel. Will want
some of your Pride of Nishna and Iowa Silver Mine seed corn in the spring. A. M. Grover, Bucks Co., Penn.

TEXAS RED RUST-PROOF OATS.
This variety of oats was originated in Grayson County, Texas, and when we were visiting in that state in the early

summer of 1898 our attention was brought to the finest field of oats our eyes ever before beheld. At the same time
other oat crops on every side and everywhere in that part of the country were completely destroyed by rust and blight
and were crinkled down and unfit for anything—not worth cutting. We bought the entire product of the field, about 1,800
bushels and shipped them to Iowa for seed. It was an experiment with us, but we had seen them grow, and knew that
with the great success they attained there under the hot burning suns of that climate they would do here in the North,
and we were not disappointed in results, and since then we have grown them by hundreds of acres and sold seed of
them by the thousands of bushels. Since then these oats have made such a wonderful record and become so well known,
they have been sold and cataloged by most all the seed houses of the country. But it is probably not untrue to say that
more than 75 per cent, of all the oats sold under the name of Texas Red Rust-Proof Oats are more or less mixed with
other varieties. "Will say, however, that we have always been extremely careful in the threshing and handling of our
seed crops and you may depend upon absolutely pure stock when you order your seed from us. As their name implies,
they are absolutely rust-proof, and are the surest cropper grown. They can be sown very early without the same dan-
ger of freeze or frost other varieties are subject to and will ripen and be ready for harvest two weeks earlier than many
of the so-called early varieties, and can always be relied upon to give you a yield of from 75 to 100 bushels per acre on
ordinary good ground. They are a very strong, stiff straw, usually growing from 3 to 3% feet high and will stand up and
not lodge where other sorts go down.

PRICE: 1 to 10 tnj., $1-00 per 10 bo. aCii over, 90c per bu. Bags free, f. o, b. here.
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Ratekin's New Kherson Oats
Imported from Russia

Without a blemish. Without a flaw. The most wonderful oats this country
has ever had. John R. Lang, of Sherman County, Nebraska, raised 112 bushels
per acre. John Sipple, of Guthrie County, Iowa, says the Kherson produced
double the yield of common oats on his place.

This new variety of oats was discovered by Prof. F. W. Taylor, the superin-
tendent of the Agricultural Department of the great World's Fair of St. Louis,
when he was traveling in the province of Kherson, Russia, in 1900. They were
first imported into this country and grown in Nebraska, where they proved such
a great success they sent out small lots to farmers all over the state, and tests
everywhere proved that these oats exceeded the highest expectations as to earli-
ness, amount of yield and adaptability to withstand heavy winds and not lodge.
The Kherson oats are about three weeks earlier to ripen than ordinary varieties
of oats. The plant is a vigorous but somewhat dwarf growth, being shorter or
not so tall as later varieties, hence not so liable to lodge. The leaves are broad,
frequently three-fourths of an inch wide. They extend to the roots. Tne straw
makes unusual good fodder and is eaten greedily by stock. The heads have fine
large sprangled or full heads, which very frequently have more than 100 seeds.
A good idea is obtained from the accompanying illustration. We can confidently
advise our customers to sow liberally of these oats the coming season. The
Kherson oats will always make you a good, sure and certain crop whether the
season is wet or dry. The demand for these oats has been almost unparalleled
and we have been unable to supply the great demand for them in the past. They
have stood the test on more than 15,000 farms in Nebraska, Iowa and Kansas
during the past two years and despite unfavorable conditions have produced
heavily everywhere. No sort ever tested has so thoroughly and completely shown
its capability to withstand drouth or wet weather as the Kherson. It is bug
proof and rust proof. It's quick to get there. It's ready to cut, thresh and feed
before ordinary sorts are ripe. It gives big yields. It's the last 20 to 40 bushels
per acre that makes farming profitable. If common oats yield 30 or 40 bushels,
and the Kherson gives you 60 to 70 bushels, the last 30 or 40 bushels would be
your profits.

COST. The price we are offering these oats at is ridiculously low, and every
farmer who reads this catalog should try at least a part of his crop to these
oats the coming season.

PRICE:. 1 to 5 bushels, $1.00 per bu.; 10 to 20 bushels and upward, 90c per
bushel. Bags free on board cars here.

York, Nebraska, Sept. 15 th.

Ratekin's Seed House, Shenandoah, Iowa.

Gentlemen:—The New Kherson Oats I got from you last spring are just what
you claimed for them. "They are without a blemish. Without a flaw. The most
wonderful oats this country has ever had." I threshed 1.270 bushels from 10
acres. How is that? Tell the farmers everywhere to sow the Kherson Oats.
There is none like them. The early dry weather done up other sorts here, and I

will sell every bushel I have for seed. Tours truly, John Shubert.

NEW KHERSON OATS.

Among all good varieties of oats don't overlook the Lincoln Oats. Like "Old Abe" they are never found wanting.

They are very early and an enormous yielder. These oats were first introduced 15 years ago and have fully sustained

themselves as one of the largest yielders grown. After visiting around and trying many of the so-called new varieties,

farmers naturally turn back to them. It is not claimed for them that they have made 300 bushels yield per acre. This

is out of reason and the experience of all practical farmers, but they will run very closely around 80 to 100 bushels per

acre under favorable conditions. We have the pure genuine seed and considering cleaning and grading we are offering them
very cheap.

PRICE: Bushel, $1.00; 2 bushels, $1.90; 10 bushels and over, 90c per bushel. Bags free, f. o. b. here.

Do-folrin'c Fo<-Ur f riotiiniAtl Tlme tried « thoroughly tested and always a sure cropper. They are well
tValCIVlll o JL,d.l ly V> 1 5 Cl 1 1 1 U IA> H . known, well established and can always be relied upon for a good yield and

a sure crop. They are the best for spring nurse crop to grass and clover. They grow a short stiff straw; stand up well

and ripen very early. W« would rather risk growing grass and clover with Early Champion Oats than any other sort

known or grown.

it 1 to 10 bu., $1*00 per bushel; 10 bu. and over, 90c per busheL Bags free, f* o. b»
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Mammoth White Russian Oats.
The original stock

of White Russian Oats
really a capital

variety of oats, and
sprang immediately
into great favor. Of
late years, however,
most seed that is

sent out has become badly mixed
and deteriorated through improp-
er care in growing. Through
customer of ours in North Dako-
ta we were last year enabled to
obtain a strictly pure strain of
these valuable oats, and are abie
to offer our customers this sea-
son Pure Mammoth White Rus-
sian Oats, and we are confident

that many of our customers will
hail its re-introduction with great
satisfaction.
"The Mammoth White Russian

Oats" are a white oat; grow vig-
orously and with a strong stiff
straw; almost rust proof. They
are always sure croppers, and
make more big bushels per acre
than any other medium or late
oat in existence. They are one of
the varieties of oats that every
farmer should grow. Our seed of
this variety is of an excellent and
superior grade and quality, thor-
oughly cleaned. Such seed is
worth twice what we ask for it as
compared with the ordinary sorts.
Now is the time to order your
seed; then you will have it when
you are ready to sow, and then
you will not have to sow some
common or inferior variety.
PRICE; Bu„ 90c; 10 bo. and

more, 80c per bu.; 50 bu. and over,
75c per bu. Bags free on board
cars here.

Mammoth White Side Oats,

The Great New Zealand Oats.

We will put this variety up
against any other kind of a me-
dium or late variety for general crop, and
all purpose oat. Bro. Farmer, what rea-
son have you for growing 25 to 35 or even
40 bus. of oats when you can just as well
grow 60 to 100 bus. with our improved vari-
eties. We admit that 20 years ago we sel-
dom had over 35 or 40 bus. of oats per
acre. At that time we were growing only
25 to 35 bus. of corn per acre, but this is a
HEW ERA. Land has become more valua-
ble, and farmers have learned that there is
as much difference in varieties of grain as
there is in breeds of horses, cattle and
swine. Who would think of raising a 2,000
pound horse from a mustang pony; a short
horn from a Texas cow, or a 1,000 pound
hog from an Arkansas razor-back. My!
Neighbor, how things have changed since
we were boys. There is not a single yield given
in our catalog that some wide-awake farmer did
not have, and that you yourself could no t have
right on your own farm, IP YOU BUT WILL.
There is not a question about this. You are or
can be just as good farmer as anyone else, if you
wish to be, and if you wish good yields you can
have them every time, but you must work and
think. Plow your ground and prepare it in good
order; then get RATEKIN'S RELIABLE and IM-
PROVED THOROUGHBRED SEED. They will
astonish you with the big yields you will get.
Commence this year. LET THIS BE A NEW ERA. It
will pay you. There is a handsome profit in it to you.

_ Big yield means big profits. Its the last 10, 20 or 30
MAMMOTH WHITE RUSSIAN. bus. per acre of wheat, corn or oats that gives the profit

in your crop. Now, why not have that profit this season?
The Great New Zealand, or "Mammoth White Side Oats" stand up better, stool better, and

yield better and heavier than any other side oat there is grown. They are two weeks later
than our early varieties, and allow hay harvest to be finished before cutting them. We have
tried a score or more of late varieties, but have never found anything to equal this New Zea-
land variety. We are placing the price on these oats very low, as we are on all our improved
varieties. This with the superior quality of our oats this year will justify you in buying Mammoth White
all your seed from us. Remember also that every bushel of seed oats sent out by us is Side Oats.
thoroughly recleaned and graded, absolutely FREE PROM AST TRASH OR NOXIOUS WEED SEED WHAT*

and when vou get them they are ready to sow.
LOOK AT THESE PRICES: Bu« $1.00; 10 bu. ox more, 90c per bu, Bags free on board oars here*



38 RATEKIN'S SEED HOUSE, SHENANDOAH, IOWA

Emmer or Speltz.

The Greatest and Most Valuable Grain Ever Grown.

IT RESISTS DROUTH.
IT THRIVES—

ON POOR LAND,
IN STONY GROUND,
IN FOREST REGIONS,
ON THE PRAIRIES.

IT MAKES A GOOD CROP WITH ALMOST
ANY CONDITION OF SOIL and CLIMATE.

ENDURES A GREAT DEAL OF FROST.
IS NOT READILY DAMAGED BY FROST.
IS NOT READILY DAMAGED BY HARVEST
RAINS.

IS NOT SUSCEPTD3LE TO RUST or SMUTS.
YIELDS MORE THAN OATS.
YIELDS MORE THAN WHEAT.
YIELDS MORE THAN BARLEY.
MAKES BETTER FEED THAN BARLEY.
MAKES BETTER FEED THAN. OATS.
MAKES EXCELLENT FLOUR.
MAKES GOOD BREAD.
THE STRAW IS FINE FOR FATTENING
STOCK.

THE STUBBLE MAKES EXCELLENT FER-
TILIZER.

STOCK VERY FOND of GRAIN and STRAW.
RIPENS EARLY.

WHAT IS SPELTZ? This question has been
asked us many thousand times during the past
five years. SPELTZ IS A CEREAL TO SOW.
It has TEN THOUSAND POINTS IN ITS FA-
VOR AND NOT ONE BAD ONE. Speltz is

good for every thing that any other and all
cereal crops are. It's good for pasture; Speltz
fattens in the green state. It makes the best
of hay cut when in the milk. It grows a 100

f leafy stalk from one seed. It's the most pro-
fitable hay and grain food combined on earth.
It will grow any where on earth that any oth-
er grain crop will. It's the greatest drouth re-
sister in the world, and yet is never affected
by rains, like other grain. It neither rusts,
blights or lodges. It matures earlier than oats
or spring wheat. It yields 10 to 20 bushels more
per acre than oats, yielding from 50 to 80 bus.
per acre; it's equal to corn, barley, oats, rye as a food for stock. It's the
perfection of food for cattle, hogs and horses. Hogs squeal for it; cattle

If bawl for it and horses neigh for it. One farmer said: "IF YOU SOW
SPELTZ FIVE YEARS YOU CAN WEAR DIAMONDS, and your wife CAN
WEAR SILK AND SATIN, and when your friends come to visit you, you
can take them out in an automobile.

We have now grown and sold Speltz, thousands of bushels each year
for the past six years, sending it to about every state in the Union, and
we positively believe we have never sold a bushel but has pleased our cus-
tomers and given the most eminent satisfaction. Why not? It's the
surest crop any farmer ever planted. It yields enormously. It's the rich-
est food there is out. For fattening cattle and swine it is unapproachable.
It can't be beat. IT FATTENS. It makes the best kind of beef and pork
and does it so cheaply. Try it, Mr. Farmer—this year. It will surprise
your best expectations.

CULTURE OF SPELTZ.
The cultur^ of Speltz is simplicity itself. It will grow and do well on

any kind of ground where any thing else will grow. Prepare your ground
as you would for wheat or oats and sow at the rate of 2 bushels or 80 lbs.

to the acre. In the green state it makes an excellent pasture. Cut when
in the milk and it will make a splendid and large hay crop. For best
yield for grain crop cut when ripe. Cut and thresh same as any other
small grain crop. It is extremely hardy and can be sown earlier than
spring wheat or oats, as a light freeze or frost will not affect it. It can
also be sown as late as any other small grain crop, but we recommend
sowing as early as conditions will admit. Speltz is one of the things we
like to endorse, and delight in urging you" to sow liberally of it, for you
will never regret it, and when you once sow it you will always grow it.

We have this year made our prices lower than ever before because we
want every customer and farmer who receives this catalog to try 10 or 20
bushels; the more you plant the better pleased you will be.

PRICE: 1 bu., $1.00; 10 bu., 90o per bu.; 20 bu., 85o per bu. Bags free
on board cars here.

I sowed ten acres of Speltz this season from seed purchased of you,
and am more pleased with them than any other grain raised on my farm.

L. R. Walker, Page County, Iowa.
In the year 1902 I purchased one bushel of Speltz which yielded 33 bush-

els from one-half acre. This year I got 250 bushels from 5 acres. I am
led to believe that it' is the best spring crop the farmer can raise; oats
or barley will not yield by 10 bushels per acre as much. I am speaking
from my state, Ohio.

All other seeds I purchased from you I found true to name and yielded
big crops. Hubbard Squash was extra fine; muskmelons were fine. Paul
Rose I thipk is one of the best for gardeners.

John H. Hempy, Bellefontaine, Ohio.

RATEKIN'S MANSURY BARLEY.
This is the standard well known variety that is grown to the exclusion

of most all other varieties in the great barley growing states like Califor-
nia, Wisconsin and other states where barley is one of the chief products
of the country. It is a six rowed variety, introduced into this country
about 12 years ago by the Department of Agriculture, and by reason of its

wonderful productiveness it has surpassed all other sorts. Its malting
qualities are unsurpassed and it always commands the highest market
price. It ripens early; has strong stiff straw, with long heavy heads al-
ways filled to the end with nice plump kernels. Barley is in better demand
than it used to be and at moderate prices it is a very profitable crop. As
to its feeding qualities for horses, cattle and hogs, there is nothing that
equals it. We have grown thousands of bushels of this barley strictly for
hog feed, and have found hogs thrive and fatten on it in the fall of the
year, when soaked, faster than any other food, often taking on two pounds
per day. Then there la nothing so healthy for your hogs as barley.
Mansury Barley can always be relied upon to yield 60 to 65 bushels per
acre, and comes Just when you need it most. It will do well on any kind
of land, or in any locality where any other crop of any kind will grow.
Try it once and you will never be without It.

PRICE: Bu., $1.60; 2 bu., $1.45; 10 bu., $1.40. Bags free. *AVBBU&?
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Ratekin's Success Beardless Barley
Many farmers do not like

to grow the bearded varieties
of barley on account of the
disagTeeableness i n handling
it, altho it is a very profitable
crop. This beardless barley is

as easy to grow and handle as
oats. It is the earliest known
variety to ripen; grows medi-
um height, very strong, stiff

straw and will stand up well
on any kind of land. With
good land and fair conditions
yields 60 to 75 bushels per
acre, and in many instances
has made the enormous yield
of 100 to 120 bushels per acre.
Look at our very low prices,
as compared with prices of
other seedsmen.

PRICE: Bti., $1.63; 2 bu.,
$3.20; 10 bu., $15.00. Bags

HEADS OP WHITE HUL-LESS BARLEY RATEKIN'S WHITE HULLESS BARLEY.
For full description see next page.
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RATEKIN'S WHITE HULLESS RARLET—(Giu from last page)

UTS VAEUABEE PROPERTIES

:

IT IS IIULLESS.
IT IS BEARDLESS.
IT WEIGHS 60 UBS. TO THE

MEASURED BUSHEE.
IT DOES WELL ON ANY

GROUND.
YIELDS ENORMOUSLY ON

GOOD LAND.
IT MAKES BETTER PORK

THAN CORN.
IT IS OF INESTIMABLE VAL-

UE FOR ALE KINDS OF
STOCK.

No barley of which we have knowledge has proved as valuable to the stock raiser
as the White Hulless. It is not a malting variety, but for feeding purposes there is no
barley raised which can compare with it. Its earliness is a characteristic which is es-
pecially desirable. It will mature in from 60 to 90 days, according to soil and locality.
Farmers use it very extensively as a catch crop. White Hulless Barley sown in June
has ample opportunity to mature, provided there is sufficient moisture in the ground to
start germination.

The grain is exceedingly heavy, weighing from 60 to 63 lbs. to the measured bush-
el. The yield varies according to soil and climatic conditions, but it can be de-
pended upon to produce from 35 to 80 bushels an acre. It is fed to work horses at
the rate of 2 quarts where 4 quarts of oats would be required. It is also very valua-
ble for feeding hogs and all kinds of stock. As fattening feed for hogs it has no
equal.

It is often grown for hay, coming very early and providing rich feed. It should
be cut just before it becomes ripe and while the straw is green. The straw is stiff

and straight, and seldom ever lodges.
For grain sow 1% bushels to the acre; for hay, 2 bushels—96 lbs.
PRICE: 1 bu., $3.00; 10 bu. and over, $1.90 per bushel. Bags free.

SPRING WHEAT, PEDIGREE STOCK
PrifPQ ^ e are OD^sed to ask a considerable advance over the market price for our High Grade Seed Wheat, as
A I Itvdt there is a very much larger cost attached to its production and preparation than any one who has not had
the experience could possibly appreciate. Space does not permit of going into detail, but, as a matter of fact, the prices
named below for the larger quantities represent but a slight advance over the actual cash outlay to us. We believe that
farmers who want to change their seed will find it very much to their advantage to secure enough, at least, to give them
a start.

Do-rolriri'c "Rirr T)(±r\ ^nritirr Xklhani ThIs is the wheat used In the Orange Judd Farmer con-
I\dlCIVlll » IVCU 1 HC k?pilllg VV llCai. test of 1906, and is stock selected by Prof. Shaw and the
Orange Judd Farmer and American Agriculturist as being the purest and healthiest stock of Hard Wheat to be obtained
anywhere at any price. It is the wheat that made Minneapolis flour famous all over the world, and is undoubtedly the
finest stock of milling wheat in existence.

Macaroni or Durum Wheat.

Pedigreed Blue Stem Spring Wheat.

Minnesota No. 163 Fife Wheat.

Sent out by the United States Department of Agriculture under strong rec-
ommendation as to its great value for semi-arid lands where good crops of

Spring Wheat could not ordinarily be produced, has more than justified every claim made for it. The acreage of this
variety is increasing every year. It outyields any other variety of Spring Wheat, and it has been demonstrated that it

makes bread superior to that made from the best Fife Wheat flour, and has proved to be practically immune to the dreaded
rust. In growing it resists extremes of weather which no other wheat will endure. It is now being received in the largest
wheat markets in the world and sells readily at a price with the very best Fife Wheat.

In the field this wheat grows very strong and with surprising rapidity, so rapidly as to get well ahead of the weeds.
It does not shell or bleach and is also hail proof owing to the tightness of the hull. The straw is very strong.

Even though Macaroni Wheat is sold at a discount, the increased yield makes it more profitable to grow.
PRICE: 1 bu., $1.75; 2 bu., $3.30; 10 bu., $15.50. Special prices in larger quantities.

A distinct variety from all other Spring Wheats; green,
has a beautiful blue bloom on it, similar to the bloom on

a grape, and which can be removed by passing the finger over the stem. This bloom disappears as the wheat ripens, and
the stem and straw assume a beautiful golden-yellow hue, and entirely free from rust. This variety has no beards and is

especially adapted to the older wheat growing sections of the Northwest. The kernel is of the hard variety, similar to the
Red Fife; very productive; one of the best Spring Wheats for milling. PRICE: 1 lb., 15c, postpaid. By express or
freight: % bu., 60c; bu., $3.00; 2 bu., $3.80; 10 bu., $18.50; 50 bu., $90.00. Bags free.

Of the many crosses obtained within the past twelve years,
the one sent out by the station as Minnesota No. 163, takes a

high rank. The heads are long, well filled with medium sized, plump kernels. Flour made from this variety shows a
higher gluten test than most sorts. The straw is medium height, very strong and wiry. At the station farm this variety
averaged two to five bushels an acre more than the Fife and Blue Stem varieties. The average yield of Minnesota No.
163 Wheat for the past 13 years has been 26.4 bushels an acre. This tells a story which should interest every intelligent

grower of Spring Wheat. Our crop was grown in North Dakota on land which had not grown wheat for a number of

years, and is very pure. PRICE": By freight at purchaser's expense: *4 bu., 65c; bu., $2.15; 2 bu», $4.10;

10 bu#, $20.00. Bags free.

RATEKIN'S WINTER SEED WHEAT
Our Win-

ter Seed
Wheat Cata-
log will be
ready for
mailing about
August 1st,
in which
prices will
be given;
also M a m -

moth White
Rye, Grass
and Clover
Seed, etc.,

etc. If in-
terested i n
wheat or
any seeds
send us
your name,
and request
us to mail
catalog t o
you as soon
as issued, or
write for it any time after August 1st, and it will bf> mailed to vou promptly. Eet us hear from you.

"RATEKIN'S NEW 'MALAKOFF and 'TURKISH RET)' stands first and at the head of all other varieties."
extremely hardy, and will resist more unfavorable conditions, than any varieties in existence. They are as hardy
Rye and will grow ©n any soil wher« rye will succeed.

Both are
as Winter
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FIELD CARROT.
Saved from carefully selected stock. This Is an Indispensable root for the farm and is deserving of more general cul-

tivation. They succeed best on sandy soil. When well managed there is no crop which will pay better.

Improved Long Orange, A standard
sort for field

culture, and also desirable for table use.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; 1 oz., 10c; % lb., 20c; 1 lb.,

50c, postpaid. By express, 5 lbs. or more, at 35c

Victoria. ^6 *arges^ an<^ m0B^ productive va-

PRICES: Per pkt., 5c; 1 oz., 10c; % lb., 25c; 1
lb., 75c, postpaid. By express, 5 lbs., or more, at 50c.

Early Amber Cane.
It would seem unnecessary to speak about cane and

its great value as a fodder plant, yea there are thous-
ands of farmers that don't have the least conception
of its wonderful value. There is no fodder plant that
produces as quickly and easily, rich, luscious fodder
for milch cows, sheep and cattle as amber cane.
Dairy farmers say there is nothing like it in existence
for their use. Its great merit as a food for live stock
is only beginning to be appreciated. Ten tons per
acre can be grown easily, and it is claimed by some

—

much more. It can be successfully grown from Mani-
toba to Texas and from California to Maine. For
fodder or hay crop sow 100 lbs. per acre.

PRICES: Subject to market change. Per lb., by
mail postpaid, 20c; 3 lbs., 50c. By freight or ex-
press at purchaser's expense, 10 lbs., 50c; 25 lbs.,
85c_; 100 lbs., $2.00; 500 lbs. or more, $1.90 per 100
lbs. Bags free.

AMBER CANE.

KAFFIR CORN.

KAFFIR CORN.

THE CROP THAT RESISTS DRY WEATHER AND LAUGHS AT DROUTHS.
This is the fodder crop that grows when it's dry weather and when it's wet

weather. Drouth cannot touch it. It snaps its finger at the beaming hot sun and
hot winds. It's there to grow, rain or shine. It grows and keeps growing no
matter what comes. It's one of the most excellent fodder plants in existence,
yielding two crops of fodder during a season. It grows from five to six feet in
height, making a straight, upright growth. The stem of the stalk is laden with
numerous wide blades. The stalks keep green and are brittle and juicy, making
excellent fodder green or dried. The seed crop is also heavy, sometimes yielding
60 bus. per acre. There is no failure about it, as it possesses the quality that all

the tribes possess of going without rain, without any loss of capacity to yield.

The grain is extremely valuable for feeding poultry, and when cracked or ground
coarsely is almost as nutritious as corn, oats and barley. It will fatten hogs and keep them healthy and thrifty. You will

simply be surprised at results. Cultivate the same as our common Indian Corn, requiring 5 lbs. of seed per acre. For fod-
der sow 1 bu. per acre, either broadcast or drill

PRICE: Pound, by mail postpaid, 20c; 3 lbs., 50c. By freight or express at purchaser's expense: Peck, 50c; 1 bu.,

(50 lbs.), $1.25; 2 bu. or more, $1.10 per bu. Bags free.

Mangel-Wurtzels and Stock Beets. Yield 50 Tons per Acre.
The value of Mangel-Wurtzels for feeding stock, cattle, sheep and swine cannot be overestimated.

The results from their use are simply wonderful. No one who keeps horses, cattle, sheep or swine
should fail to plant liberally of this invaluable root crop. They are the most nutritious food for
fattening in the winter that is grow*.. They keep your stock hungry, healthy and fat; they increase
the flow of milk as no other food. They yield enormously, often making as high as 40 to 60 tons per
acre. There is nothing that can be grown at such trifling cost.

Five to Six Pounds of Seed Will Plant an Acre.
CULTURE.—Sow in drills two feet apart when suitable time comes for sowing oats and planting

corn. When plants are two or three inches high thin or cut out with hoe to 8 to 12 inches apart.
The roots should be harvested before frost and stored in pits or cellar. Brother Farmer, don't fail to
plant a liberal amount of these root vegetables for your stock this year. They are a veritable gold
mine to you. Long varieties are best suited to deep rich soil. Globe sorts succeed better than long
ones on thin or sandy soil. They make a heavy growth, and if large quantities are grown it is best
to have the rows wide enough apart to use a horse and cultivator.

RATEKIN'S IMPROVED MAMMOTH LONG RED MANGEL is the best Long Red there is grown.
They are good and of massive shape; growing to immense size, but are of fine texture; not coarse.
They are easily harvested as they grow well over the ground. We select only tht largest roots true
to type to produce our seed. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; 1 oz., 10c; % lb., 15c; 1 lb., 35c; 4 lbs., $1.25,
postpaid. By express at purchaser's expense, in 5 to 10 lb. lots and over, 25c per lb.

All the following varieties of Mangel-Wurtzels and sugar beets are put up in our regular large
sized packets at 5c each postpaid.

GATE POST MANGEL. Most useful, largest and best, yellow, of ten weighing 40 lbs., producing
2,000 to 2,500 bushels per acre. .PRICE: 1 lb., 60c; 4 lbs., $2.00.

GOLDEN GIANT INTERMEDIATE (Yellow Leviathan). Grows more than half above ground, flesh
white, firm and sweet. PRICE: 1 lb., 50c; 4 lbs., $1.60.

RED GLOBE MANGEL. An early variety, producing smooth glove-shaped roots; adapted to
grow on shallow soil. PRICE: 1 lb., 40c; 4 lbs., $1.25.

RATEKIN'S GOLDEN TANKARD MANGEL. Is considered the best Mangel grown by a large
part of our customers. Our stock is of superior strain and quality and unequalled for yield and feed-
ing quality. It is remarkable for its milk producing qualities. The growth is vigorous. It i9 easily
pulled or lifted from the ground and is an enormous producer; with good ordinary cultivation and
land it yields 40 to 50 tons per acre, and some of our customers claim to have grown as high as 60 to
70 tons from one acre of ground under good conditions. PRICE: 1 lb., 40c; 4 lbs., $1.50.

In making up your order, don't fail to order some of these stock beets; they are all of the very
best and most productive varieties grown. Above prices are postpaid to any postofflce in the United
0S8fte& •Be-fealX pound will be sent at pound prtceB and rates.
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Field Pumpkins.

Connecticut Field Pumpkin.

We place Pumpkins among our field seeds for the reason that they should be In every cornfield. When we were a boy
every fifth row In the field was reserved for pumpkins. Hundreds of loads of pumpkins can be grown in every cornfield
without a cent of cost. They need no tending further than what is needed for the cultivation of the corn. Hundreds of
our customers have grown wagon loads of pumpkins for the mere cost of the seed, which practically amounts to nothing.
There is nothing on the farm that pays so well that can be grown at the same cost. We want to urge our customers and
every farmer to raise pumpkins. You don't need to be told how profitable pumpkins are.

rt"f M a ftlm nth < This now famous Pumpkin first came to our attention while visiting France a few years
*VI**S itl<UIllllVHia» ago. We secured seed and distributed among our customers, just as we do in testing
all new varieties. The results have been most astonishing. No other pumpkin has ever reached such enormous size and
weights. Many of them grow as large as a common washtub, weighing from 100 to 150 lbs. The flesh and skin is of a
golden yellow, and notwithstanding its wonderful size it makes a splendid table pumpkin. Our seed has been saved from the
very best specimens, and you can depend upon it as being the best pumpkin ever before introduced.

PRICE: Pkt., 10c; % lb., 40c; per tt>., $1.50.

This widely known Pumpkin is known as "Yankee Cow Pumpkin," and
there is no variety that will do so well among corn. Plant them on your

richest land and you will be amply repaid. They are the kind that never fails.

PRICE: 1 lb., 40c; 3 lbs., $1.00; 5 lbs., $1.50, postpaid.

\TCk-rttfi r\f\T t\f QwA<vf PlltnnlfitlC These are the thick meated. sweet kind for table use and pies.
IVClllUllVy VFI JWCCl r UlUJJrtllld. They are also extra good for stock, but do not thrive as well in
corn as the Yankee Pumpkin. Many farmers plant a patch of them by themselves on an acre or two of land and it

pays them big. What you don't want for family use is always profitable to feed to your cows and hogs. Our prices
are extremely low and no one can sell you pure stock of this variety at a less price.

PRICES: 1 lb., 40c; 3 lbs., $1.00, postpaid. 8c per lb. less if sent at your expense. 10 to 20 lbs. and over, by freight
or express, 25c per lb.

VaflfrpP Pll* Pllftltllfitl ^e are sure tnere never was any pumpkin introduced that has given more genuine
I alIn.CC I^IC l UlliprVlll. satisfaction to our customers as a Pie Pumpkin. This pumpkin is not large, but is of
a delightful quality to make the best of pumpkin pies; just such as your mother used to make. We know you will like
them. They will remind you of old times when you used to be little. They are extra early, remarkably prolific, yielding
from 10 to 20 medium sized pumpkins to each vine. Flesh very thick and of fine grain, sweet and just the right flavor for
pies. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz., 15c; % lb., 30c; 1 lb., $1.00; 5 lbs., $4.50.

T^AtlPlllilflil new fodder plant of untold value: To the farmer for its immense growth of hay; to the dairyman
* CllClllO.1 Id. for its excellent fodder; to the stockman for its quick growing foliage; to the poultryman for seed.
It is a native of Central America. It is an annual plant having broad foliage, very much resembling corn leaves. It is of
rapid growth, throwing out from one plant numerous suckers, and if cut as soon as it reaches the height of two or three
feet, it can be mowed from four to six times, according to the latitude, and yields several tons of dry hay per acre. If al-

lowed to grow six or seven feet high, and cut when the flower heads begin to develop, it will yield the heaviest fodder crop
per acre of any plant now in cultivation. For feeding it is equal to any fodder, and is relished by any kind of stock, either
dry or green.

CUI/TURAIi DIRECTIONS. If for hay pur-
poses, sow very thinly in drills 12 to 18 inches
apart, dropping a seed every six or eight inches, or
broadcast 1 lb. per acre. As a fodder plant sow in
drills 3 or 3% feet apart, thinning out to stand 18
inches apart in the drill. When high enough cul-
tivate the field thoroughly, as this may be the only
opportunity; the growth becoming so dense that a
cultivator could not be used a second time. As a
green food it will support four cows and other
stock in proportion, from the time it is 30 inches
high until the end of the season. As a seed pro-
ducer it must have ample space to grow in—2 to 3
feet apart in the rows, and 3 to 3% feet between
the rows. Cultivate twice.. PRICES: Per pkt.,
5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 15c; 1 lb., 35c; 3 lbs., $1.00,
postpaid. By express or freight: 1 lb., 20c; 5 lbs.,
90c; 25 lbs., $3.25; 100 lbs., $12.00. Sow some of
our Pencillaria. There is nothing better for fodder.

Mammoth Russian Sunflower.

PENCIkkARIAo

Largest Sunflower. This is without doubt one
of the best paying crops that can be raised. Seeds
are the best of food for poultry, and is much
cheaper to raise than corn. Stalks, which grow very
large, make excellent firewood. It is also said to
afford protection against malaria. PRICE: Large
pkt., 5c; 1 lb., 20c; 3 lbs., 55c. By freight; 10
lbs., 70c; 1 bu, or 25 lbs., $1.50,
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Northern Grown Seed Potatoes,
In order to secure the best possible yields, combined with

the best quality, there is no crop grown that a change in
seed is so essential as in seed potatoes. If our selected
North Dakota grown are planted, 300 to 600 bushels can be
as easily grown per acre as 50 to 100 bushels scrub stock.
To grow a large crop of big fine healthy tubers will not
cost any more than to grow a small crop of small poor
potatoes which are hardly marketable at any price.

Nothing gives us more genuine pleasure and satisfaction
than the marvelous increase we have had in our potato
trade since we have had our seed potatoes grown altogeth-
er in the extreme north. There is a world of difference be-
tween northern Dakota grown potatoes and Eastern, or one
grown along the Lakes. "We have taken potatoes grown in
Iowa, Illinois, Michigan and New York and planted them
side by side with the same varieties from North Dakota,
and never got half a crop, while our Dakota potatoes
would roll out by the hundreds of bushels per acre, often
yielding 400 to 600 bushels per acre. Other potatoes would
give us from 30 to 50 and sometimes as high as 150 bush-
els per acre, but this was a very rare yield. Our northern
grown seed potatoes insure a vigorous growth, an early
maturity and the largest crops and finest quality and flavor
potatoes that can be grown. We have hundreds of custom-
ers who buy one to ten barrels a year for their own family
use, because it more than doubly pays them. Think of 2 00,

300, 400, 500 and even 600 bushels per acre and then com-
pare it with the average yield of potatoes from home
grown sorts.

AYe ship our seed potatoes in the spring as soon as dan-
ger of freezing is over, so they will arrive in plenty of time
for planting. All orders for potatoes are acknowledged as
soon as received and forwarded the first day that we feel

it is safe to start them. When shipment is ordered other-
wise, shipment is made at purchaser's risk and we as-
sume no responsibility on account of freezing. We do not
charge for bags, boxes or barrels. All potatoes are care-
fully packed and delivered to the railroad company in good
order and condition, then our responsibility ceases.
POUND PRICES: All varieties, 25c per lb.; 3 lbs., 60c;
postpaid, except when otherwise noted.

Ratekin's Extra Early 6 Weeks
The Handsomest and Earliest Potato

Ever Offered.
Introduced by us two years ago, it now ranks as we

predicted, "King of Earlies," and the great favorite with
all who have planted it. Why, sir, we have had custom-
ers who lived in Nebraska, Kansas and Missouri who have
planted it there that have moved to Montana, Idaho, Wish-
ington and Oregon, who have sent back here two thousand
miles away for seed to plant again. They all say it's the
greatest early potato they ever found. Out in Dakota
where we have these potatoes grown under special contract,
it scoffs at dry weather and drouth, for it always gets there
ahead of dry weather; then there is no potato grown that
adapts itself to all kinds of conditions so readily as this
early wonder. It is not only an extra early, six weeks
potato, but it's good all summer and
fall and through winter. In fact,
there is no potato grown, early or
late, of such fine keeping qualities.
It is a handsome oblong, maturing
ready for table use in 40 to 45 days
from time of planting, or at least a
week to ten days earlier than its

nearest rival. As shown in the ac-
companying illustration, it is a very
smooth even surface; white skin,

and very white flesh. Tubers grow
close together in the hill, and it is

not unusual to get 10 to 15 good po-
tatoes of marketable size from a sin-

gle eye. The potatoes begin to form
when the vines are only 4 or 5 inches
high. The tops and tubers grow
rapidly, and at six weeks from plant-
ing are ©f good marketable size. In
short, they are the earliest, finest and
best potato for family use and for
truckers there is grown. Whether
you want early potatoes for home
use or early market, plant this vari-
ety liberally. They will fill the bill

and surprise your best expectations.
PRICE: Postpaid, 1 tt>., 25c; 3

lbs., 60c. By freight or express, pur-
chaser's expense: Peck, 60cj % bn. f

$L00; 1 bu., $1.75; 5 bu or more.

ORIGINATOR OF THE NEW MAJESTIC.
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RATEKIN'S NEW MAJESTIC.
The World's Largest Early Potato.

And the Man Who Originated it

THE LARGEST, HANDSOMEST, SMOOTHEST AND BEST FLAVORED EARLY POTATO IN THE WORLD. Never be-
fore in the history of the potato world has there been such an enormous yielding Extra Early Potato introduced. The
Finest, Grandest and Most Up-to-date Early Potato ever offered, now introduced for the first time. As modest as we are,
we cannot restrain our enthusiasm. It's a beauty such as you never saw before. We have christened it "The Majestic."
Ring the bells: Stand aside: Clear the track: Make room for this coming Potato: The Great Majestic, General Purpose
Early Potatoes: None in the wide world its equal. It stands alone; The Great Majestic all purpose potato. Listen, Read,
Order, Plant. Make money while you can. Here is your opportunity. We wish we had space to tell you all we know
about this wonderful Large Early Potato. It is indeed the most handsome potato ever discovered. Just the right shape;
just the right size. In fact, it is the ideal of all varieties. No potato is superior in eating qualities year in and year out.
It stands to other potatoes as rich Jersey cream does to skimmed milk. As early as the earliest, and is better than the
best.

It is a potato we know will not only make dollars for the grower, but will please him beyond doubt as well. A striking
characteristic of this new Majestic beauty is its productiveness. We will say right here that it will yield you more big
fine potatoes by far on the same amount of ground than any ofher sort ever before discovered. What more can we say ?

Need we say more. Our plea with you is to plant freely of this new potato. You will find it the most profitable potato
you ever planted. We know you will thank us and become as enthusiastic as we when once you see the fine potatoes and
enormous yield it produces. We know we will be unable to supply the enormous demand there will be for this new potato
the coming season. If you are not ready to order your seeds now write us how many to reserve for vou, making remit-
tance to cover half your order; then when they can be shipped safely without danger of freezing send balance, and seed
will be sent promptly and at once.

PRICE: Postpaid, 1 lb., 30c; 4 lbs., $1.00. By freight or express, purchaser's expense: Peck, 75c; % bu., $1.40; 1 bu.,
$2.60; 3 bu., $6.60,

EARLY SIX WEEKS.
FartlAci Qiv AX/aaItC Thls ls a new Potato of the Ohio type, and it seems to be in great demand everywhere.
l-^aillC9 1 OlA VV CCtVS. jt ig not the heaviest yielder; but is particularly adapted for the early garden, as it will

produce good size, round to oblong, smooth tubers, ready for use everywhere in six weeks from planting, and the tubers will

be in good condition for cooking, even when partly grown. Market gardeners and all others who grow potatoes cannot
afford to be without this splendid early potato. We will say that the Six Weeks is planted by more people who want a few
early potatoes in the garden than any other variety in existence. They grow so rapidly and mature so early that the po-
tato bugs have no chance at all, making their crop, If planted early, before the young bugs become numerous, and fcfes

yield is always good, considering their extra earlinesa
JfRICEs Peck,, 60c 5 % bu*0 80e$ 1 hUo0 f2L6©g § torn, m (swsffj, $1.8® $xm OdiBo
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Seed Potatoes.
There fs no other crop in the world that responds to a.change, or to new varieties more readily, if so profitably, as a

change in your seed potatoes. There is no other crop that runs out so quickly, except possibly oats, as do potatoes. Our
seed potatoes are all grown in the Red River Valley of North Dakota from seed stock furnished by us. "We make seed pota-
toes one of our great specialties. Everybody eats potatoes. Most people plant them. Read what we have to say about our
new and improved varieties on pages 37, 38, 39, 40, in this book, and don't fail to include some of our superior varieties in
your order.

Carman No. 3
The Best Main Crop Potato.

The fame of this potato
abroad in the land, and it is

unquestionably the very best
main crop potato on the mar-
ket. All the Carman seed-
lings (originated by Mr. Elbert
S. Carman, late editor of the
Rural New Yorker) have prov-
en popular; but the Carman
No. 3 is already rivaling in
popularity the Burbank, and
is undoubtedly a much better
potato. Without any excep-
tion whatever it is the
GREATEST YIELDING PO-
TATO ever introduced, and it

may be fairly claimed that it

does not yield any small tu-
bers at all. The tubers are
borne very close to the plant,
a single turn of the fork
turning out every potato. It

is of large size and of the
shapeliest form. Eyes are few
and shallow. It is a perfect
keeper and is not surpassed
as a tabl« variety. Skin and
flesh of extreme whiteness. It

has no hollow hearts or any
dark parts. "We recommend
this potato to our customers
as being unqualifiedly THE
BEST of all late sorts.

PRICE: By freight, per peck, 50c; % bu., 85c; 1 bu., $1.60; 5 bu. and over, S1.50

CARMAN POTATO.

Rural New Yorker No.
quality. Medium late and the best

Q One of the largest yielding varieties in existence. Large and unusually smooth,
with few and shallow eyes, skin white as is also the flesh, which is of superior

drouth resister. There is no other potato of more handsome appearance than the Ru-
ral New Yorker. Although it is

^^^^^mm^^. a large yielder, it grows but few
and small vines. It is very hardy
and will stand the heaviest ma-
nuring without getting scabby or
spotted. For this reason it is one
of the most desirable varieties for
farmers and potato growers near
large cities to grow for main crop
for market. Under ordinary cir-
cumstances they will yield from
three hundred to four hundred
bushels per acre, and by heavy
manuring this yield can almost
be doubled.

PKICE: Peck, 50c; % bu., 85c;
1 bu., S1.60; 5 bu. and over, $L50.

"EUREKA"
EXTRA EARLY.

The vines resist drouth to a
remarkable extent and the crop
is matured before the hot, dry
summer sets in. Planted with the
Bovee the Eureka matured ten
days earlier and the vines were
entirely dried up while those of
Jovee made a second growth. It

is an excellent keeper for so ear-
ly a potato. "We have eaten tu-
bers which were in good condi-
tion the spring following. The
firm white fiesh is of good flavor
when cooked, the" tubers are
quite broad and of a shortened
oblong form, thick through, with
few eyes. The skin is smooth
and of a snowy whiteness.

PRICE: Per tb., 30c; 3 lbs.,

75c, postpaid. By express or
freight: Per peck, 75c; per bu.,

$2.25; 5 bu. or over, $2.00 per bo-
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Early Ohio Potatoes Our Specialty.
ALWAYS RELIABLE.

This grand old reliable

potato is too well known to

require any lengthy descrip-
tion. Almost every farmer
and potato grower has giv-

en it a trial, and where
true genuine stock was se-

cured it has always given
the best of satisfaction. No
matter how many new ear-
ly varieties are introduced
the Early Ohio holds its

place at the head of all

other early sorts. "We have
more calls for it than any
other variety. Carloads of
this standard early variety
are shipped every year to
Southern States for seed
purposes and the product
thereof is shipped back
again to our largest pota-
to markets. The Southern
potato grower realizes by
planting our extreme
Northern grown Early
Ohio he will have his crop
ready at least two weeks
earlier than if planted
from home grown seed.

Our North Dakota grown
Early Ohio are vigorous
and healthy, will naturally
produce the largest crops
and mature fully ten days
to two weeks earlier than
such as are bought up by
seed dealers in large cit-

ies, where they are picked
up in the open markets,
and as long as they have a
reddish color and an ob-
long or oval form, call
them "Early Ohio." Our
stock of these potatoes is

extremely fine this season,
and is absolutely- pure in
variety.

PRICE: By freight or
express, purchaser's ex-
pense: 1 peck, 50c; yz bu.,
85c; 1 bu., $1.60; 5 bu. or over,. $1.50 per bu.

Our Potatoes are Grown in the Far North. T^^'^^SAS* JSSI
commands a premium over potatoes produced elsewhere. No seed potatoes can be compared with those produced in the
North, either for vigor and freedom from disease, or for producing and long keeping qualities.

There is profit as well as satisfaction in planting our seed, for, not only is it pure, but the additional yield to be se-

cured from a change of seed ought every time to fully pay for the seed itself, so that the investment itself is really nothing.

This variety has been a great favorite
for many years and many growers still

claim that it has never been excelled in quality and produc-
tiveness. Potatoes are long in shape, good size and light
pink in color at the bud end. They cook mealy and are of
the finest flavor. Our stock is as fine as can be obtained.

PRICE: % bu., 50c; bu., $1.60; 5 bu., @ $1.50.

in 1900, since
late variety has

gained such wonderful fame. The Greatest of All Late Pota-
toes. It OUTYIELDS ANY OTHER LATE POTATO, IS OF
THE FINEST QUALITY AND FLAVOR. There is nothing like
it. Long, handsome and very smooth. Skin is a beautiful
pink color, always dry and mealy, whether baked or boiled.
It is medium late in season, but an enormous yielder. If you
want the best late potato that is grown; the one that is on
top for quality, on top for smoothness and handsome ap-
pearance and on top for yie-ld. Choose Pat's Choice, and you
will make no mistake. PRICE: Postpaid, 1 lb., 25c; 3
lbs., 60s. By freight or express at purchaser's expense: 1
peck, 50c; % bu., 85c; 1 bu., $1.60; 5 bu. and over, $1.50
per bu.

Early Rose.

Pil+'c f^llfXirt* was first introduced
r HI » V>I1U'1^C which time no other

RannPr Pn-fa+n Introduced in 1899. The BannerUaillJCl rUiaiU. is the finest main crop white po-
tato on the market, no variety ever introduced has made as
good a record in so short a time with all classes of growers
on all kinds of soil. None surpass it in uniform handsome
appearance. Its shape is a little oblong and slightly flattened,
cooking through easily. The eyes are very shallow. The
size is large and desirable, very few under market size. Al-
ways smooth and regular in form; strong and vigorous
from the very sprout. The flesh is very white, and whether
boiled or baked has the same fine table qualities—always
dry and floury. Season, medium late. Choice sorted
Northern grown stock. PRICE: Peck, 50c j ys bu., 85c; 1
bu., $1.60; 5 bn. or over, $1.50 per bu.

Artichoke Roots.
The New Large Jerusalem Variety, producing from 400 to

1,000 bu. per acre. An excellent food for cattle, sheep and
horses. Fed to milch cows, they are for the production of
milk equal if not superior to bran. But their greatest value
is food for hogs. Even the labor of feeding is avoided, as the
hogs will help themselves if allowed to do so. We consid-
er them the cheapest and healthiest hog food possible to
raise, and find that where brood sows have free access to
Artichokes, they and their pigs invariably do well. There
is no better food to build up large healthy frames, with plen-
ty of bone and muscle. Hogs will not only grow, but fatten
on them.

On good land, with the same culture as corn, Artichokes
will produce from 400 to 1,000 bus. per acre. A. C. Williams,
of Iowa, a very prominent breeder of Poland Chinas, says:
"Forty head of hogs and pigs may be kept without other
food on an acre of Artichokes from the time frost is out of
the ground until they grow again, and from October 1st until
the ground freezes again. They produce more hog food per
acre than any other crop I am acquainted with, and the
hogs will harvest the crop themselves. Artichokes also pos-
duce an immense quantity of tops, of which cattle, horses
and mules are very fond, and which make excellent food
when properly cured. A chemical analysis of roots shows
them to be superior to carrots, parsnips, mangles, sugar
beets and turnips, both as flesh and fat formers."

Planting, Culture, Prices, Etc.—Artichokes need planting
but once and little or no culture after the first year. Cut as
potatoes, only smaller; plant in rows 3% feet apart. Plow
deep, plant shallow, say two inches; the second year, break
up the ground as for corn; will come up thick all over the
surface. Run through each way with a cultivator when a
few inches high. PRICE: 1 lb., 30c; 4 lbs., $1.00, by mail
postpaid. By freight or express: 1 bu., $2.60; 5 bu., $2.50
per bu.
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RATEKIN'S GRASS AND CLOVER
SEEDS
Read Carefully.

TRICES OX GRASS. CLOYER, ALFALFA, MILLET AND CANE SEED ("Sorghum") ARE SO FLUCTUATING IN
TALUE THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO ACCURATELY FORETELL OR GAUGE FUTURE PRICES AND VALUES.
THEREFORE IT WOULD BE WELL TO WRITE FOR LATEST QUOTATIONS. BUT TO CUSTOMERS AT A DIS-
TANCE, WHO CANNOT LOSE THE TLME REQUIRED TO DO THIS, WELL SAY, IF PRICES ARE LOWER THEY
WILL GET THE FULL VALUE OF MONEY SENT. LF HIGHER, WE WILL SHIP ALL THE MONEY SENT WELL
PAY FOR. PRICES NAMED ARE THE RULING PRICES AT TLME THIS CATALOG GOES TO PRESS.

We call especial attention to the above paragraph by reason of the many perplexities we have encountered in our long
experience handling- grass and clover seeds. Many times our catalog prices and quotations have been entirely out of line;
either above or below current prices a month or two after our catalog had gone to press, but our customers can always
rest assured that our prices will be in line with any other reliable Seed House of the country, quality and grade of seeds
considered.

We are here in the famous "BLUE GRASS DISTRICT" of Iowa, where there is a large surplus supply of all the best
grasses and clovers grown, and we are always in position to obtain the most choice seed, the very best there is to offer.

In fact, we possess many advantages over the City Seed Houses, as we are so situated that we can always have choice of
the best that is grown, while the lower grades are shipped away to other seed markets. For these reasons we can always
sell a better grade of seeds and sell them at lower prices than other seed houses not so situated. Why? Because they buy of
the farmer through buyers and of course they obtain a profit. They ship to Chicago, Toledo, Cincinnati, St. Louis, Kansas
City, or some other center, paying freight. Then the big seed merchants get a good profit for handling, storing, etc., and
then sell to country dealers—for them to retail to farmers, and they, too, receive a profit after paying the freight, so the
farmers who are the consumers, have to pay commissions to all these persons, as well as all the freight charges that have
followed it during this process. In buying from us it is from farmer to farmer, from producer to consumer; you pay only
one profit and one freight bill and we handle grass seeds on a very close margin. Do you see the point? By reason of the
advantages named we have for many vears handled grasses and clovers very extensivelv and have made this branch of our
business one of our specialties. WE HANDLE BUT ONE GRADE OF GRASSES AND CLOVERS. THAT IS THE BEST

GRADE AND QUALITY THAT CAN BE GROWN. In addition to the numerous ad-
vantages we . have related, we have the best machinery equipment for cleaning and
grading all kinds of grass and clover seeds that can be found in any seed house in the
world. Remember, in getting prices do not compare them with seeds of your neighbor
or seed left by some farmer at a dealer's to sell or in exchange for goods; seed which
have never been recleaned and which come directly from the threshing machine We
have had instances come under our observation where "good clover seed" would waste
one-half in cleaning. One who has not seen our cleaning equipment or seen us clean-
ing grass seed has no idea of the obnoxious weed seed and trash, dirt and inferior
light seed that are in timothy and clover; in fact nearly all grass seeds.

Bromus Inermis.
Of all the grasses that grow or have ever been introduced into this country BROMUS

LNERMIS is the greatest. None has ever proven so valuable and of such great impor-
tance. It is a hardy perennial, withstanding the extremes of heat and drouth and of
cold better than any other cultivated grass. It has been fully proven that it will not
only succeed and grow under about any conditions, but will do well where timothy,
clover, orchard grass or alfalfa will wither and die. It will also make the most as-
tonishing yields under such unfavorable conditions. It is a native of Europe and Asia,
ranging from France eastward into Siberia. It is thoroughly permanent and grows with
wonderful rapidity, producing heavy crops and luxuriant pastures. Its value to farmers
of dry regions cannot be overestimated. All kinds of stock eat '.t with a relish, and
chemical analyses made show it rich in flesh producing ingredients, much more so than
timothy. It is very hardy and starts very early in the spring and grows later than an5T

other grass in the fall. There is no grass that will withstand the extreme changes in
temperature that BROMUS INERMIS will without injury. Grows 18 to 3£. inches in
height and can be cut two or three times per year. Should be sown early in the spring,
using 20 to 25 lbs. seed per acre if sown alone, or if with alfalfa, use 12 lbs., with 8

lb s. alfalfa. Our stock of Bromus Inermis is new crop grown, and has been very care-
fully handled and can be depended upon to grow vigorously and with good results.

PRICE: Postpaid, 1 lb., 25c. By freight—purchaser's expense: 10 lb 9. or more,
15c; 100 lbs., 12c. Bags free.

Defies Drouth, Resists Frost. Best Grass of the Age.

BROMUS LNERMIS. Also known as "Austrian Brome Grass," "Hungarian Brome Grass," and "Awnless Brome Grass."
Of all the grasses ever introduced none of them have proven so valuable and of such great importance as Bromus Inermis.
It is a hardy perennial, withstanding the extremes of heat, drouth and cold better than any of our cultivated grasses.
It has been fully proven that it will not only succeed and grow under conditions that prove fatal to timothy, clover, or-

chard grass or alfalfa, but it will also make the most astonishing yields under such unfavorable circumstances.
The experiment stations of Colorado Minnesota, Manitoba, North Dakota, South Dakota, and the different grass sta-

tions of the Agricultural Department, Washington, D. C, have conducted extensive experiments, and all speak of it in the
highest terms.

Prof. Thos. Shaw, who is highest authority, says: "This grass cannot be obtained too soon by the farmers of the arid
regions. It is very hardy, endures very low temperature, and possesses great power to grow in dry climates. It is well
adapted for hay and pasture. The grass comes up quickly in the spring, makes rapid, strong growth, and after it has
been cut for hay, makes abundant pasturage.

W. J. Spillman, Professor of Agriculture, Washington Agricultural Station, says: "We have had five years* experience
with Bromus Luermis. We find this grass to be well adapted to the wheat soil in this section of the country. When
sown in early spring it makes considerable pasturage in the fall and a large yield of hay the second season, provided it is

not pastured too closely the +irst season."

The editors of the foilov mg agricultural papers comment very favorably upon Bromus Inermis: Orange Judd Farmer,
Chicago, 111. ; Prairie Farm-r Chicago, 111. ; Northwestern Farmer, St. Paul, Minn. ; Dakota Farmer, Aberdeen, S. D.

;

Nebraska Farmer, Omaha, Neb.; Kansas Farmer, Topeka, Kan.; Homestead, Des Moines, la.; Wallace's Farmer, Des
Moinej, la.: Breeders' Gai-itte, Chicago, 111.; and many others. Could there be any better proof of its value than this?
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TIMOTHY.
TltTlfl'fflV 80 wel* known that it needs hardly any description. There is scarcely a varte-A Ullirillj ty of natural or tame grass that is more generally cultivated than this. It is
suited to moist, rich land where it grows to perfection and yields under favorable circumstances
large crops of hay. If cut in season, which is at flowering time, it makes a most splendid nutri-
tious hay, while for pasture it cannot be recommonded, as almost every farmer knows; its growth
is not thrifty enough and close pasturing is very injurious to it. "When sown with red clover it
makes a splendid mixture, and where it is about half and half, the timothy yields full as much as
if alone, and you have the clover crop extra. One feeds off the soil and the other the air; the
clover greatly enriching the land. For this reason we have added timothy to most all our clover
mixtures, where circumstances will allow.

We would like to call the attention of our brother farmers here to the difference between timo-
thy seed grown here in the most prosperous farming country in the United States, on good, rich
bottom lands, free from all kinds of obnoxious weeds, and timothy handled by dealers in larger
cities, sold through commission houses mostly, grown by everybody and anyone, on neglected
farms, for the purpose, mainly, to subdue all kinds of foul weeds. Now, for a good and prosperous
farmer it is too risky to buy such seeds, as there is more danger to get your farm infested with
obnoxious weeds by sowing an inferior grade of timothy seed than with anything else, except
clover, with which the risk is just as great.

PRICE: 1 lb., 25c, postpaid. By bu. $2.25. Prices are so changeable and fluctuating, we would
request that you write for same, and may depend upon the very lowest quotations we can make.

Timothy and Alsyke Clover Mixture. ™s

er
ispi^r'T^V^

Medium Red clover and timothy, as they will flower and ripen at the same time. Alsyke clover
can be sown to good advantage on moist soil, and will make a much finer hay than this, being
free from fuzz and dust, and will not cause the horses to cough.

The seed that we offer has been raised together, and, being both of the same size, they cannot be separated so that we
have to sell it at a reduced price. The seed contains about a third Alsyke clover and the balance timothy, or is as near in
that proportion as we can tell, which is just the proper proportion for sowing. It should be sown at the rate of 8-10 lbs.
per acre. Ask for prices.

Ppd Toil A very hardy native perennial grass, succeeding best on moist land. It accommodates itself to a variety
•AVVU 1 vf • of soils, however, even to quite dry situations, and stands hot climate admirably. It is, perhaps, the most
prrmanent grass we have. It remains green for the greater part of the year, and its long trailing stems form a very close
matting turf, that is not affected by trampling. Sown largely in marshy land and sloughs in the West. In the East it is
one of their principal sorts, but is not so highly valued here. Fancy cleaned seed.

PRICE: Per lb., 30c; 3 lbs., 75c, postpaid. By freight: Per bu. (14 lbs.), Write for prices.

MpQflnW Fp^PIIP Festnca pratenis. We regard this as one of the most valuable grasses for several reasons.iUCauuW 1 C3vUC« Chief among them is that it adapts itself to different conditions of soil and climate and
does well all over the United States and Canada, and is also highly valued and largely cultivated throughout Europe. It
gives a good amount of early and late feed of good quality, and yields heavily—from 2 to 4 tons of hay per acre, which is

of fine quality and very nutritious. As a pasture grass it is particularly valuable, as it is a most persistent grower, and
one of the earliest in spring and the latest in the fall. It never freezes out or winter-kills, and is not affected by drouth.
It grows well on wet or dry bottoms, hillsides and tops, gravelly and loamy lands and clays, and having many fibrous
roots running down 8 to 15 inches, resists the droutn.

PRICE: 1 lb., 30c; 3 lbs., 75c, postpaid. By freight: Per bu. (14 lbs.), Ask for prices.

Bromus Erectus or Meadow Brome Grass. *5£JU ST1 282 S£?SS ZTusmZT^'Z
hillsides, where it resists any amount of burning heat, while frost does not affect it. For such places it will prove a bless-
ing, and it will be of inestimable value to countries where the clovers or other grasses do not thrive very well. It should
especially be sown by ranchmen and in range countries, as its introduction into those states means millions of money added
to their wealth. Vilmorin, the noted agriculturist of France, says that 20 years ago he sowed this grass on lands that have
never been manured and the grass still stands extremely well. Bromus Erectus grows well on land so poor that other
grasses cannot exist, is thoroughly permanent and remains for an indefinite period, affording large yields of hay, which on
good land are as high as 4% tons per acre, and furnishes excellent pasturage also. The seed is sown the same way as
Bromus Inermis, at a rate of 18 to 20 lbs. per acre.

PRICE: 1 H>., 20c; 1 lb., postpaid, 28c. 1 bu. (14 lbs.), $2.25; 100 lbs., $15.00.

TntlflQflfl flfJlCQ As a mea^°'w" or nay grass this variety is highly esteemed in the South, where during the hot-
•I vFillloVIl VJ1 <*oa» test and driest seasons it can be relied upon to yield heavily. The aggressiveness of this grass
has caused it to be considered a veritable curse by some farmers by spreading into cultivated fields, but it is highly esteem-
ed by those who understand it. Where it is desired to keep it within -bounds, the seed should never be allowed to ripen, as
it spreads from the seeds disseminated through hay much more than is generally supposed. Besides, when fully ripe, the
feed'ng value is little better than corn stalks, but cut before the seed tops emerge from the sheaths, its value as shown by
chemical analysis is better than timothy hay. When cut at time recommended the embryo seeds are unpollenized and im-
perfect, and are incapable of sprouting, so there is no possibility of introducing this grass where it is not wanted by us-

ing such hay. We only advise the sowing of Johnson Grass where it is desired to remain as permanent meadow. Should
be sown August to October, or in spring, at the rate of one bushel per acre.

PRICE: 1 lb., 25c, postpaid. 10 lbs., 11c per lb.; 100 lbs., 10c per lb. Bags free.

F'firrliefl DHrA firsiCC Perennial Rye. IiOlium perenne. This has become well known in this country, and is

l-<Ilgilall vll <tdd. very largely sown, and has pro\ en itself very valuable. It seems to be especially adapted
for pastures, will endure close cropping, and is of strong and quick successive aftergrowth. English Rye Grass produces an
abundance of foliage, which remains bright and green throughhout the season, and for this reason is also much used for

lawn grass mixtures. It is also well adapted for permanent meadows, and yields large quantities of very nutritious hay.
which is well liked by all kinds of stock. This grass grows well on almost any soil, but prefers medkun rich or moist
land, such as will produce. a good crop of corn, and gives the heaviest yields on such land. It grows 2 to 3% feet high;
when sown by itself about 20 to 22 lbs. of seed per acre is sufficient.

PRICE: Superior Grade, !Lb., 10c; bu. (14 lbs.), $1.00; ion lbs., $6.75. Pound by mail, postpaid, 18c.

Tall Mao^AW Hcit firacc For either hay or a permanent pasture a most valuable grass, which can be suc-
1 Clll IHCdUUW V/a.1 Ul 033. cessfully grown in all parts of the country. It is considered a desirable seed for

all grass mixtures. It starts very early in the spring, and is a very valuable pasture grass on this account. Succeeds best

is deep, rich, sandy soils, and even on clay and heavy, dry soil it does well. Grows tall and therefore durable for mead-
ow. Does not winter-kill. Seldom sown alone, but should be included in all mixtures.

PRICE: Per lb., 85c; 3 lbs., $1.00, postpaid. By freight: Bu. (14 lbs.), Ask for price*.
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Kentucky Blue Grass.
TZ(±t\+\\r\c\T RillA fir£lCC Very valuable and exceedingly popular in some sections of the
i\ClllUCI\Jr U1UC VJI h39i country as a pasture grass. It is productive and unusually
early in spring, furnishing delicious food for all kinds of stock. It is not easily affected by frost or
drouth, is suited to a great variety of soils, succeeding best on a moist, rich meadow. For perma-
nent pastures it is particularly valuable, being of drawf growth, therefore not so well suited for
meadows. Unexcelled for lawns. Our seed is all new crop, best grade, "fancy cleaned." Sow 14
lbs. per acre for pasture, or 60 to 100 lbs. for lawns.

PRICE: Per lb., 30c; 3 lbs., 75c; 1 bu. (14 lbs): Write for prices.

OrrflJirfl fir^lCQ ^r Thulnb Grass. A valuable grass for pasture or hay land, and on ac-
yjl Lllal U. KJl o55 count of its earliness very valuable for permanent pastures. It furnishes
the first green bite in the spring and the last in the fall, and is quick to recover from close crop-
ping, and even thrives better the more it is cropped. It is well suited to shady places, such as or-
chards and groves. Sow 14 lbs. per acre.

PRICE: Per lb., 35c; 3 lbs., $1.00, postpaid. By freight: Per bu. (14 lbs.). Write for prices.

M&nAfWV PnYfjIll A fine ^Tass v-hich is especially well adapted for permanent pastures.
iYlCallU W 1 UALd.il* n is one of the very first to start growth in the spring, and is of re-
markably quick and strong aftergrowth, either when closely cropped or after mowing. It is espe-
cially adapted for sowing in low, wet places, in marshes, or sloughs, and an occasional overflow of
several days will not harm it. Many are under the impression that this valuable grass is the same
as a wild species commonly known as Fox Tail or Squirrel Tail, and are afraid to sow it. If they
will read this description carefully they will find it is not similar to this wild grass seed.

PRICE: 1 lb., postpaid, 25c. 1 bu., (14 lbs.): Write for prices.
NOTE.—The seed is very light, one ounce containing 76,000 kernels.

Kentucky Blue Grass.

TfjlllJlfl T?VP fir^l^^ An annual variety of above, which can be depended on to give a
llall«lll -*Vj c vJl add* large crop the first year. Valuable for sowing with crimson clover as a catch crop on
red clover fields where clover has winter-killed. Does well on a ny good, clover Isnnl. Sow 20 Yt> s. per a.cr6.

PRICE: Per lb., 30c; 3 lbs., 80c, postpaid. By freight: Per bu, (14 lbs.): Write for prices.

Rprmil fffl fffZl^ This is a g
'rass that is eminently adapted for the Southern States, as it withstands drouth andlllUUa VJl tt33t the scorching days of the sun better than any other variety. In all tropical countries this

grass is highly esteemed for its drouth resisting qualities, and also for the peculiar habit of its growth; the wiry roots of
the grass in running over the surface of the ground form a strong fibrous matting. This has caused it to be sown largely
for the purpose of binding banks of creeks and dams, etc. For lawns it is also highly prized, as while all other grasses
are burned up during the hot season, Bermuda Grass will remain green, and if regularly mown it will make quite a vel-
vety carpet. The only drawback is that in winter it looks a little brown, but in the Southern States, an all-the-year-round
green lawn can be maintained by' sowing English Rye Grass every fall at the rate of 50 lbs. per acre, and harrowing, or
raking into the Bermuda Grass sod. Bermuda Grass seed shot^ld be sown in the spring, as it will not germinate until
warm weather comes. As a grass for hay or pasture, it matures and gives its first cutting ordinarily in June. Sow 8
lbs. per acre.

PRICE: Per lb., 80c; 5 lbs., 75c per lb.; 100 lbs., 70c per lb.

BEAUTIFY THE HOME PLACE.
"Leave the World More Beautiful Than You Found It."

RATEKIN'S LAWN GRASS SEED.
P'lT'ta-rrrrAAri /VAlV^rj T ax\Tr\ frfClCC Q<*Arl This is a mixture of the best varieties of grass seeds suitedLiVClgl CC11 1T1IACU L-aWU UiaSS OCCU. for growing together in the Central and Northern States, and
will make a beautiful, soft, velvety lawn as handsome green as an emerald and is formed of grasses which keep green from
early spring all through the hot dry summer weather, until late in the fall. It comes up quickly (in about two weeks after
seed is sown) and after once up it soon spreads to cover the ground and is ready for the lawn mower in six to eight weeks.
It is permanent, maintaining its beauty for a lifetime, although t it is a good plan to give any lawn a top seeding once
every two or three years. This mixture is made by ourselves from new crop, recleaned pure seeds of the best varieties, well
suited for even and permanent growth, as good as money can buy. It cannot be excelled for producing a rich, velvety
lawn of beautiful dark green color.

PRIC^: P«r o+. '~-ill sow 300 square feet), 25c; 4 qts., 85c postpaid. By freight: Per bu. (15 lbs.), $2.75; 50 lbs.
$8.00; 100 lbs., $15.00.

Do^al/in'c Torrora T awrrt Mivflira 11 is sometimes difficult to get a good sod on sloping ground.rvdlCMH 3 iCllaLC Law 11 IVI1AIU1 C. terraces, side hills or embankments. This is a mixture of
such grasses as have strong spreading roots, making a close turf, whi~h heavy rains cannot easily wash out.

PRICE: Quart, 35c; 3 qts., 90c, postpaid. By freight: Per bu. (15 lbs.), $3.60.

Dafalrin'c QtiarllT- PIciPP T awtl MlYflirP This mixture is a combination of fine dwarf growing, ever-
MtlCmil 3 OliaUJT liatC L^aWll JTIIAIUIC. green varieties of grass, which grow naturally in the woods
or in shaded spots. They are mixed in proper proportions to make a fine lawn under shade trees. Sow seed thickly, one
quart to 150 square feet.

PRICE: Quart, 35c; 3 qts., $1.00 postpaid. By freight: Bu. (15 lbs.), $4.00.

\KJ\\\\c± ni«-f*f»fl fMrkirAr Used largely for lawns. It is the most hardy variety of clover, is of a creeping
WIlllC L/Ultll UlUVCl* habit, desirable for sowing on terraces or sloping grounds. Seed is very small and it

requires only 7 lbs. to sow an acre.

PRICE: For our choice quality, per lb., 40c; 3 lbs., $1.10 postpaid. By freight: Peck: Write for prices.

A nice velvety lawn adds more to the beauty of a place than any other adornment, and even the humblest home may be
made attractive with such surroundings, while without a good lawn even the finest flowering plants and elegantly arranged
beds seem insignificant. How important it is then to plant for the best lawn obtainable. Do not spend money in sodding a
lawn, for it is expensive and seldom satisfactory. "When sod is cut from the roadside or some out of the way pasture, it is

poor 'in quality and full of weeds, and when unevenly laid produces a rough surface which disfigures tho lawn. It costs

much less to sow the seed and the lawn is far better.

Who can gather wild roses sweet,
Or follow the fences for golden rod,
Or tramp through the clover meadow over
And say to his neighbor, there is no God?
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RATEKIN'S SUPERIOR CLOVER SEEDS.
THE MICROSCOPE TELLS THE STORY

RATEKIN'S HIGH GRADE CLOVER SEED.
Diagram Showing Ordinary Clover Seed.

In other places in this
book we have repeatedly
called attention to the val-
ue and importance of puri-
ty and good strong germi-
nation of all seeds, espe-
cially grasses and clover.
To better illustrate the dif-
ference between "good
seed" clover, and high
grade seed, we have at-
tached a microscope on to
the camera, which magni-
fies the seed 10 times its
naturel size, thus enabling
one with the naked eye to
better see the difference,
for you know the micro-
scope will not lie.

The plate at the left
shows the practical per-
fect degree of purity at-
tained by us in our cele-
brated HIGH GRADE
SEEDS. The plate at the
right shows "good clover
seed" that is ordinarily

sold for recleaned seed. Without the use of the microscope the ordinary
farmer, or any one else for that matter, would hardly detect the difference. The man who sold the seed may mean well
and be the best fellow in the world, but such seed is always dear at any price, even as a gift, when you can buy our high
grade seed at reasonable prices.

WHEN YOU BUY YOUR SEEDS FROM US YOU RUN NO RISK. IF NOT ENTIRELY SATISFACTORY ON RECEIPT
AND EXAMINATION YOU MAY RETURN THEM AT OUR EXPENSE AND MONEY PAID FOR THEM WELL, BE RE-
FUNDED.

PEEASE NOTE.—Prices of Clover and Timothy are subject to fluctuations of the market. Buyers should write for firm
and lowest prices before buying, which we quote by return mail, then there is sure to be no misunderstanding.

IOWA GROWN MEDIUM RED CLOVER.
Every farmer is familiar with it, and a field of this knee-high means fat cattle, swine and

sheep and plenty of money to the man who owns it. In order to keep the farm up medium
red clover should be sown with all spring grain at the rate of 6 to 8 lbs. per acre, if for no
other purpose than for mere fertilizing purposes. It will surely prove a double benefit, for if

pasturage is scarce the cattle can be turned on, and if not required for this purpose entirely,
our land requires fertilizer of some kind which barnyard manure alone cannot supply. Good
clover sod turned under gives the best and biggest yield of corn, wheat and potatoes. Our
Iowa Grown Clover Seed, the best in the world, with which we have been supplying our
customers, is well known for its purity, vitality and vigorous growth, as well as its won-
derful productiveness.

PRICE: 1 lb., postpaid, 25c. By freight or express: Write for prices.

Pea Yine Clover or Cow Grass. This is well known for its
enormous yields and for reclaiming exhausted land. It is

extremely hardy and flourishes on such soil which is too low and heavy for common red
clover. On account of its being so hardy it can be sown here in Iowa and even further
north in the fall, and should always be included in permanent pasture mixtures. The hay
is of choice quality and is greedily eaten by all kinds of stock. As a fertilizer to plow
under green it has no equal, and for this purpose 5 to 6 lbs. per acre should be sown with
all small grain. Our Mammoth Clover is grown here, and our customers can depend upon
getting the true Mammoth Clover, if they order from us. PRICE: 1 lb., by mail postpaid,
30c. By freight or express, purchaser's expense: Write for prices.

AlcitfA C>
\r%\rf*r' Unexcelled for hay and we cannot too strongly recommend it tonllamC V>lWClo our customers. Is a true perennial, producing a good crop the

first year and every year thereafter, and the field really keeps improving each season.
Highly valued as a permanent pasture. It is hardy even in northern Minnesota, and is the
only variety which will produce a good crop and not kill out in low, wet land. It also lYTprlilirn "R^rl PT (TVPR
adapts itself to high upland soils, and withstands drouth well. The hay is finer and bet-

«B"uul*w«V«y
ter than any other, therefore of special value for sowing with timothy. Height 18 to 24 inches and
round pink or flesh colored heads. Seed is small and requires only 8 lbs. per acre, or half that quan-
tity if sown with timothy. PRICE: Per lb., 35c; 3 lbs., 90c. Write for prices.

rrimCAtl f'lnVPf This is also called Giant Incarnate, Scarlet and German Mammoth
V>1 llliaUll V>1UVC1. Clover. It is remarkable for its quick growth, and is the only clover
that yields a full and heavy crop the first year.

SOWING.—This clover should be sown broadcast in spring with grain for fertilizing purposes at
the rate of 10 to 15 lbs. per acre. When the grain is ready to cut, it will have made quite a dense
growth already, as it is quite a rank grower, some stools counting as many as 120 blossoms from one
seed. It grows to a height of 20 to 24 inches, roots deep, even in poor soil, from 4 to 5 feet. Here
in the North it can also be sown from July 15th to the 1st of October, so as to get well started
before winter sets in. It will then be fit to cut about two weeks earlier than the common red clover.

SOIL.—Any kind of soil will suit this clover. It succeeds admirably on sandy soil. On ground
too light for ordinary clover this will succeed and make a good crop, likewise on the heavier soil.

All situations seem to suit it, except wet land.
HAY.—We have to speak as highly for it for hay as in its other conditions. Its composition and

digestibility are higher than those of red clover and it makes a superior hay. It cures very rapidly
and should be handled to retain as much leaf as possible, yet the stalks are very nutritious.
GREEN MANURING.—This is one of the best uses for which Crimson Clover is adapted. It will

produce a dense and heavy growth on land so poor that the common clover would do but little. It
grows late in the fall and early in the spring. This clover, like other leguminous plants, gathers
nitrogen from the air and stores it in the plant and roots, which becomes available food for succeed-
ing crops. The nitrogen from one acre alone could not be bought for $30.00, and it is fully equal to
that found in 20 tons of stable manure, and at such a small comparative cost. Our experience is, that
if the whole of the crop is grazed or mown and removed, the land which produced the crop of
Crimson Clover will be greatly improved by the action of the decomposing roots, and a succeeding

crop of corn will be vastly better than a crop on adjoining soil which laid Idle.
PRICE:. 1 lb., postpaid by mail, 25c. By freight or express: Write for prices.

„ _LN WRITING FOR QUOTATIONS ON GRASS AND CLOVER SEEDS FEEL ASSURED ALWAYS THAT OUR PRICES
WILL BE LN LINE WITH ANY OTHER RELIABLE HOUSE, QUALITY CONSIDERED,

Mammoth Clover.

ALSIKE CLOVER.
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A ¥ ¥"* A ¥ ¥J A There is no State in the Union where

_f\ I £\>LdJi Jl\. Alfalfa cannot be Successfully grown.
Of all the different kinds of clover, Alfalfa is the hardiest and most productive. During long

protracted drouths it will flourish and yield abundantly when all other vegetation dies.

The taproots descend to great depths wherever the soil is loose and permeable, often averaging 10

to 12 feet. It has been recorded that Alfalfa sends its roots to a depth of 50 and 60 feet, and it is

believed that under especially favorable circumstances they may even go deeper. It grows best in a
sandy, rich loam underlaid by a loose and permeable subsoil. It should not be understood, however,
that it requires, necessarily, sandy soil for growing Alfalfa, for this can be raised on most any kind
of soil, even on stiff clay land. The prime condition for its success is that the land be naturally well
drained. The subsoil should not be heavy and stiff and impervious to water, but loose enough to

drain off the "superflous moisture.
To make the best Alfalfa hay it should be cut when the first flowers commence to appear, as, if

cut when in full bloom, or even later, the stems might become woody and hard. When grown on the
most suitable soils—namely, such as are rich and well drained, and which abound in lime, potash,
phosphoric acid and magnesium—and with the stimulus of heat and moisture Alfalfa yields, with
ordinary care and cultivation, from one to two tons of rich, nutritious hay every four to six weeks,
and can be cut, according to location and circumstances, from three to eight times a season.

Lucerne, or Alfalfa, is easily cultivated and is sown early in the spring on well prepared soil at
the rate of 12 to 15 lbs. per acre. It can be sown either by itself or with grain as nurse crop.

It will make a fair growth the first season, but this depends a great deal upon the circumstances.
Some of our customers have cut their Alfalfa fields twice the same year it was sowed, cutting from
one to two tons of hay in each instance.

fAI TTTOINI The °^scovery that Alfalfa can be grown where any other clover will succeed, andL/IU llvlii in many places where the other clovers will not succeed, has brought about a
great demand for seed. This has led to the wholesale adulteration of Alfalfa with Yellow Trefoil
Clover. This seed closely resembles Alfalfa in shape and color and is very low in price, consequently WATW « -
Alfalfa seed can be and commonly is, adulterated up to 50 or 60 per cent, without its presence being ^>|7:ucd
detected except by those who are expert in such matters. Last year we lost a great deal of business ne CLOVER,
from the fact that others were In many cases making prices in hundred pound lots for less than our
seed was costing us in very large quantities. Those who have bought this mixed seed in the past will want to obtain the
real Alfalfa. To such and all others who want to get what they order, we would say our Alfalfa is unmixed seed and we
send our customers just the grade they order, always recommending, of course, our best.

APaW T~n tlfc fif* Al-fol-fa The presence of lime in some form, either in the soil or subsoil, seems to be es-
1 CW 1111119 VII /Alldlltf.. sential. If it is known that there is no lime in the soil, lime should be ap-

plied as a top dressing, when the land is being plowed preparatory to sowing the seed.
GOOD DRAINAGE IS NECESSARY, for an excess of surface water soon rots out the roots.

AtriAriran firnwtl Alfalfa The &reat Dulk of American grown seed comes from Utah, Colorado, Montana,
rVlllCl Hdll Villi Wll /VII Clll de Wyoming and Western Kansas and Nebraska, where it is grown under irri-

gation and does not possess that great vitality in adjusting itself to normal conditions from the seed that it does where
grown under natural conditions. In connection with this, and for reasons named, we purchase all our seed direct from the
growers in southern central Nebraska, direct, and know exactly what we are getting therefore you can always rely upon
seed that you get from us being grown under natural conditions, and of the very best quality that can be produced.

PRICE: 1 lb., postpaid, 30c. By freight or express: 1 peck, $3.25; 1 bu., $12.00; one-half bu. at bushel price.

Turkestan Alfalfa
This has recently been introduced into cultivation by our Agricultural Department. It was found growing on the

high table lands of Asia, and is especially adapted to the sudden changes of temperature that prevail there—intense heat
at midday and very often frost at night, even in midsummer. Turkestan Alfalfa resembles the ordinary cultivated Alfalfa
described above, excepting that the leaves are shorter and are sparsely clothed with short hairs. Its cultivation has been
quite successful in the arid regions of the West, and under conditions where Alfalfa or Lucerne fails the Turkestan Alfalfa
will prove to be of the greatest value.

As all of this seed has to be imported, it is rather high priced yet, but all those who failed to obtain good results with
the common Alfalfa should give the Turkestan at least a trial, as success is very certain in most every instance. We have
imported the true Turkestan Alfalfa directly from Europe, which is of the best quality. There was a great demand for the
Turkestan Alfalfa last year, and much of the common Lucerne was doped off to innocent purchasers by unscrupulous
dealers. That our patrons may be able to distinguish these two kinds, we will mention here that the Turkestan Alfalfa
Seed is not quite as elongated as the common and that its color has also a purplish hue to it.

PRICE: 1 lb., prepaid by mail, 35c; peck, $3.50; 1 bu., $13.00. Sacks 20c extra.

There is No State in the Union Where Alfalfa Cannot be Successfully Grown.
Ten years ago we should not have ventured to quote the above statement. We now believe it to be a true and reason-

able assertion.
It is unnecessary to enter into any argument as to the value and desirability of Alfalfa. Everyone knows what it Is,

and there is probably not a farmer in the United States who would not like to have it growing on his farm.
Let us see if you cannot establish it on your farm.

Nebraska Grown Alfalfa.
We have received from Nebraska a quantity of very choice seed, which we consider the best American grown seed we

have ever handled. This should be very much hardier than the Utah or other seed, grown under irrigation conditions. It is

particularly large, bold and beautiful seed, and as it is now being produced there in considerable quantities, we believe it

will be but a short time before it will command the highest price of any American grown Alfalfa.

Vetch.
Cstfifl a« A/pfrfl (Vicia Villosa.) Sometimes called Hairy Vetch. This is a very valuable forage
OdllU. %Jl VV 111 LCI V Cltll* plant and is rapidly becoming more popular each year as the farmers of this
country are learning more of its great value. It is very hardy, is valuable as a winter cover crop to prevent leaching,
and for forage and fertilizing purposes. It is an annual, but re-sows itself and will come up year after year on the same
ground. It succeeds well on nearly all soils and thrives surprisingly on poor, light land and will stand extremes of
drouth, heat and cold. It improves the soil, being a great nitrogen gatherer. It belongs to the pea family, but the vines
are much longer and the foliage is more abundant. It may be sown either in the spring or fall with about half a bushel
of rye or oats for support. It grows rapidly and is particularly valuable in sections where Clover does not thrive. In
the North it remains green all winter under the snow and it is invaluable for early pasturing or soiling. The Department of
Agriculture estimates the value of an acre of this Vetch plowed under equal to commercial fertilizer at the rate of from
$16 to $40 an acre. When sown in August or September it covers the ground before frost and prevents leaching of the soil

during the winter and spring. When sown in April or May it can be cut in July, the second growth affording excellent
pasture during the summer. The yield of green fodder is from 12 to 20 tons an acre. When raised for hay it should be
left standing until some seeds have become well formed. One to one and one-half bushels of seed required to the acre.

PRICE: Large pkt., 5c; 1 lb., 20c, postpaid. By freight: 1 lb., 12c; 10 lbs., 9c per lb.; 1 bu., $4.25; 100 lbs., $7.50,
Bags free.
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GRASS AND CLOVER MIXTURES
WHAT TO SOW.

IT IS A WELL ESTABLISHED FACT THAT A JUDICIOUS SELECTION OF SEVERAL VARIETIES OF GRASS AND
CLOVER SEEDS WILL PRODUCE A MUCH LARGER VIELD—GENERALLY AGAIN AS MUCH—PER ACRE THAN CAN
BE OBTAINED WITH ONLY ONE OR TWO KINDS SOWN ALONE. IT IS, HOWEVER, DIFFICULT FOR OUR PAT-
RONS TO SELECT PROPER GRASSES AND MIX THEM THOROUGHLY FOR THEIR OWN USE; AND IT THUS COMES
THAT WE ARE ANNUALLY REQUESTED BY HUNDREDS OF OUR FRIENDS TO SELECT AND MIX FOR THEM
SORTS ADAPTED TO THEIR SOIL AND CLIMATE. THIS, FROM OUR LARGE EXPERIENCE IN THE CULTURE, NA-
TURE AND REQUIREMENTS OF GRASSES FOR PASTURE AND MEADOWS, WE CAN OFTEN DO MORE SATISFAC-
TORILY THAN THEY. WHEN CUSTOMERS WISH A LUXURIANT GROWTH OF EITHER MEADOW OR PASTURE, IT
WILL PAY THEM EVERY TIME TO BUY OUR GRASS MIXTURES. IN SOWING A LARGE VARIETY YOU ARE NOT
RUNNING THE RISK OF NOT GETTING A GOOD STAND, LIKE YOU WOULD BY SOWING ONLY ONE OR TWO
KINDS, FOR IN A LARGER VARIETY THERE MUST BE AT LEAST SEVERAL KINDS OF GRASSES ADAPTED TO
YOUR SOIL, WHILE IF YOU SOW ONLY ONE KIND IT MAY NOT BE ADAPTED AND CONSEQUENTLY NO RESULT.
A PASTURE CONTAINING A VARIETY OF GRASSES AND CLOVER IS AGAIN AS PRODUCTIVE AND EARLIER THAN
LF BUT ONE KIND OF GRASS IS USED, AND CAN ALSO BE PASTURED THROUGHOUT THE SEASON, AS MOST
GRASSES USED ARE DEEP ROOTED AND ARE EXTREMELY DROUTH RESISTING. IN OUR CAREFULLY SELECT-
ED CLOVER-GRASS MIXTURES SEVERAL VARIETIES ARE SOWN TOGETHER, AND THESE WILL COVER THE
GROUND MORE CLOSELY AND MAKE THREE BLADES OF GRASS GROW WHERE FORMERLY BUT ONE GREW,
AND WILL YIELD AT LEAST DOUBLE THE QUANTITY OF PASTURE OR HAY THAT IS SECURED FROM BUT ONE
OR TWO KINDS.
FOR PASTURES WE WANT GRASSES TO MATURE AND BLOOM AT DIFFERENT TIMES SO THAT STOCK FIND

NOURISHMENT ALE THE SEASON; WHILE FOR MEADOWS THE OPPOSITE IS PREFERABLE—ALL SHOULD
BLOOM AND RIPEN TOGETHER AT THE SAME TIME.

When and How to Sow Grass Seed.
A great many are strongly favorable to sowing grass seed alone without a nurse crop, but we think a crop of barley,

speltz or early Champion Oats can be raised if but half the usual amount of grain is sown. All these are very early to ri-

pen, and they either of them make a splendid nurse crop and are far preferable to a weed crop—more or less of which you
will have without the nurse crop. Plow the ground thoroughly in early spring. Sow grain not over half the usual amount;
harrow and cross harrow them in, then sow at the rate of 20 lbs. of the mixture per acre and harrow the ground once ©r
twice afterward, thus giving the seed a light even covering. After sowing and harrowing it would undoubtedly be well to
roll the land if you have one convenient.

All our mixtures consist of the best varieties of recleaned choice seed and will give you quick and certain results if you
will do your part and will lend a permanency that will pleasantly astonish and surprise you.

Permanent Meadow Mixtures.
Will make the best quality hay every year, the mixture containing such grasses as produce a heavy growth, and mature

together. We send out the No. 1 mixture when not otherwise ordered, as it is adapted to medium or average soils.

NO. 1. FOR MEDIUM SOILS.—Contains Meadow Fescue, Perennial Rye Grass, Italian Rye, Orchard Grass, Tall Meadow
Oat, Timothy, Red Clover and Alsike, Sweet Vernal, etc.

NO. 2. FOR HIGH, DRY EAND, LIGHT OR GRAVELLY SOILS.—Contains Sheep's Fescue, Alfalfa, Hard Fescue, Pener-
nial Rye Grass, Meadow Fescue, Timothy, Kentucky Blue Grass, Sweet Vernal, etc

NO. 3. FOR HIGH, DRY LAND, HEAVY OR CLAY SOILS.—Contains much the ?ame as above with the addition of
Orchard Grass, Crested Dog's Tail and Bromus.

NO. 4. FOR MOIST AND RICH SOIL, OR LAND SUBJECT TO OVERFLOW.—Contains Water Meadow Grass,
Meadow Foxtail, Perennial Rye Grass, Meadow Fescue, Red Top, Meadow Soft Grass, Alsike Clover, etc

NO. 5. FOR TOP SEEDING SWAMPS, MARSHES, ETC.—(Sow 10 lbs. per acre.) Contains much the same as above,
in different proportions.

PRICE: Any of the above Permanent Meadow Mixtures, per lb., 30c; 3 lbs. ,57c; postpaid. By freight: 20 lbs., $2.25;
50 lbs., $5.00; 100 lbs., $9.50.

Selected with a view to having a succession of grasses on constantly from earliest spring through the dry summer
weather and through the fall. It is permanent and keeps improving year after year. Sow about 20 lbs. per acre.

NO. 6. FOR MEDIUM SOILS.—Contains Kentucky Blue Grass, Meadow Fescue, Perennial Rye Grass, Orchard Grass,
Tall Meadow Oat Grass, Hard Fescue, Alsike Clover, White Clover, Timothy, Red Clover, etc.

NO. 7. FOR HIGH, DRY, GRAVELLY SOILS.—Contains Sheep's Fescue, Hard Fescue, Creeping Bent, Bromus Inermis,
Crested Dog's Tail, Meadow Fescue, Timothy, Kentucky Blue Grass, White Clover, etc

NO. 8. FOR HIGH, DRY, HEAVY OR CLAY SOILS.—Contains much the same as above, mixed in different proportions
with the addition of Alfalfa and Orchard Grass.

No. 9. FOR MOIST and VERY RICH SOILS—Contains Perennial Rye Grass, Water Meadow Grass, Water Fescue,
Meadow Foxtail, Orchard Grass, Meadow Soft Grass, Tall Meadow Oat Grass, Alsike, etc

NO. 10. FOR ORCHARDS, WOOD PASTURES AND SHADY PLACES.—Contains Wood Meadow Grass, Orchards Grass,
Kentucky Blue Grass, English Blue Grass, Meadow Foxtail, Sweet Vernal, Red Clover, Alsike, etc

PRICE: Any of the above Permanent Pasture Mixtures, per lb., 30c; 3 lbs.. 57c, postpaid. By freight, 20 lbs., $2.25;
50 lbs., $5.00; 100 lbs., $9.50.

For Light, Sandy and Gravelly Soils.
Rescue Grass
Hard Fescue
Sheep's Fescue
Meadow Brome Grass

20 lbs.,

50 lbs.

100 lbs.

Sow per Acre.
11c $2.20

, 5.25
10.00

, .
'. Soft Brome Grass.

Bromus Inermis.
Red Top and White Clover.

rr <-Ja 1 f^ifwrckf firacc Mi'vtifrt* We have selected this Clover-Grass Mixture with a view to have those who
I 1 iai V>1UVC1 VJLdM iVllALUlC. have never sown our Clover-Grass Mixture before give it a trial this spring.
It is made up of about 15 different varieties of grasses and clovers, and can be sown on almost any kind of soil where oats,
corn, rye or wheat will grow, and can be used for either meadow or pasture. About 20 to 25 lbs. should be sown per acre,
according to the land, sowing the last named amount (25 lbs.) on poor soil. 20 lbs,, $2.20; 50 lbs., $5.25; 100 lbs., $10.00.

NO. B2. Quite often we hear from farmers that it is impossible to get a stand of tame grass started in their locality,
as everything failed that was tried before. Now, with the large variety of natural grasses we have, which are adapted
to the most widely different conditions of soil and climate, it is easy to obtain a stand of grass everywhere, and we would
advise those who have failed before, and where the conditions of soil and climate are unusually severe, to sow the following
Clover-Grass Mixture, and we are certain that the results will be satisfactory.

Bromus Erectus
Meadow Fescue
Bromus Inermis
Hard Fescue .

.

25 lbs.,
Sow per Acre.
12c *a.oo

60 lbs. . 5.7B
»*, ...1L90

Rescue Grass.
.Biufe Grass and Red Top.

Alfalfa.
.......... White CloTOs
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Our Specially Selected Clover-Grass Mixtures for Hog Pastures.

It is a well known fact that hogs can be raised more profitably on grass and clover than on corn only. Many farmers,
especially in the corn growing sections, have paid dearly for their experience when they fed their hogs entirely on corn, for
the hog cholera and similar diseases caused them terrible losses. It is an established fact, that land which will grow a
crop of corn and small grain, will also produce a fine crop of grass and clover, and a good hog pasture can be provided
with considerably less labor and expense than corn. If a good pasture is once established the hogs will do the rest and will

not only keep healthy and strong, but will make an average gain of one pound per day quite easily. Quick results, which
means a pasture covered with the most luxuriant growth of grasses and clovers, can be had in a short time from our prop-
erly selected Clover-Grass Mixtures for Hog Pastures. "We have always given special attention to the selection of the various
grass and clover seeds best adapted for hog pastures, and have arranged them so as to give quick results, which means a
good hog pasture in about six weeks from time of sowing the seed, as well as to produce a permanent hog pasture.

CI. HOG PASTURE CLOVER-GRASS MIXTURE FOR QUICK RESULTS AND A FULL CROP THE FIRST YEAR.—
When sown early in spring, the heavy and luxuriant growth of the grasses and clovers will furnish rich and succulent food
throughout the summer. Crimson Clover, used in the right proportion with other grasses and clovers, we have by careful
experimenting found to be best adapted, and this "A" Hog Pasture Clover-Grass Mixture will bring the best results.

PRICE: 1 lb., 11c; 12 lbs. (for one acre), $1.30; 50 lbs., $5.25; 100 lbs., $10.00. Sow 12 lbs. per acre.
C2. CLOVER-GRASS MIXTURE FOR A PERMANENT HOG PASTURE. Also valuable for the full use of it the first

year. The following varieties we have found giving the most satisfactory results for this purpose, and they can be sown on
good, rich, low ground, or on ordinary corn land: Crimson Clover, Mammoth Clover, Alsike Clover, "White Clover, Italian
Rye Grass, English Rye Grass, Orchard Grass, Creeping Bent Grass and Timothy. Sow 15 lbs. per acre.

PRICE: 1 tt>., 11c; 15 lbs. (for one acre), $1.60.

EXTRA GRASS AND CLOVER MIXTURES FOR MEADOWS.
Dl. GRASS MIXTURE. "We have selected only the earliest, hardiest, best and quickest growing varieties for this Clover-

Grass Mixture. Dairy farmers want to cut a crop of hay very early and have pacture for the rest of the season, or intend
to make two crops of hay the same summer; and this especially selected Clover-Grass Mixture is admirably suited for
this purpose. It is adapted for good or medium soils which will produce a good crop of corn or wheat, and can be sown
anywhere in any part of the country.
Orchard Grass . . .

Tall Meadow Oat
English Rye Grass
Italian Rye Grass

Sow per Acre.
11c

Meadow Foxtail
20 lbs., @ 11c $2.20 ^ Meadow Fescue
50 lbs 5.25

(
Red Clover

100 lbs 10.00 J Alsike Clover and Timothy
This is Our Special Alfalfa or Lucerne Clover-Grass Mixture, and consists mainly of Alfalfa, Bromus Inermis and such

varieties of grasses as will not only stand drouth, but will also flourish on poor soils and give large yields in the driest
summers, after once being established. The quantity required per acre is 15 lbs.

PRICE: 1 lb., 11c; 15 lbs., $1.60; 50 lbs., $5.25; 100 lbs., $10.25.
D2. CRIMSON CLOVER-GRASS MIXTURE, or SPECIAL RENOVATING CLOVER-GRASS

MIXTURE, or QUICK RETURN MIXTURE. We selected and made this up for rapid growth with
a view to use for either alternate husbandry or as a catch crop. "When sown in early spring, March
or April, it will give a full crop of hay in July, and pasture for the rest of the year. It can also
be sown in fields where the clover or grass has mostly been winter-killed, or otherwise injured, and
where there are bare spots in the spring, when it will be ready to cut with the other grass or
clover, and a full crop from such field with bare spots can thereby be secured.

Sow per Acre.

Crimson Clover 1 16 lbs.. @ 11c $1.76
1 Ta]1 Meadow Qat

.Timothy and Red Clover
lb s.

lb s.

5.25 }

.10.00 J

Italian Rye Grass
English Rye Grass

"When used for sowing in fields where there is some grass or clover already, the quantity to be
sown per acre must be according to the stand of grass or clover. Usually five to ten pounds per
acre are sufficient.

MILLET.
Nothing: pays better for a stock raiser and dairy farmer than a few acres of Millet of some

kind, for it is of the greatest feeding: value and milk producing: quality, and yields at least again as
much of the most delicious hay per acre as Timothy and Clover. It should be sown regularly
every year, and not merely as a catch crop. When spring is so unfavorable that other crops fail
to grow, or when the season is so late and wet that other crops will not mature any more, then
there is always the greatest demand for Millet. We will fill all orders at the low prices quoted
below as long as our large stock lasts, but reserve the right to change to market prices when our
present supply is exhausted.

fiArmatl nr Cir\\t\t*1% Mllt^-f This grows very rank and is one of the best varieties forUC1 mail \Jl iflUICI.. hay or fodder. On good, rich soil it will make a growth
of 4 to 5 feet high, and although the hay may seem coarse, yet it is so tender that if cut at the
right stage, which is when in full bloom, even the hogs will eat the cured hay quite greedily. A
yield of 5 tons of hay per acre is nothing unusual. Sow 3 pecks per acre. Write for prices.

This does best on dry, light, rich soil and grows 2^ to 4 feet high,
with a fine bulk of stalks and leaves, and is excellent for forage.

About 3 pecks of seed is sown per acre. Write for prices.

A good Millet, introduced several years ago from Russia, and
is an entirely distinct variety, the seed being of an almost

orange color, but the heads are of about the same form as the Common Millet. It stools quite
heavily and the joints being so close together the plants are just covered with blades. This is a
heavy yielder, and the hay is of very fine quality. It yields from 50 to 70 bushels of seed per
acre. Being an introduction from the extreme north it is very hardy, and will prosper under
conditions where other varieties fail.

PRICE: Largre pkt., 5e; 1 lb., 25c, postpaid by mail. Not prepaid: 1 lb., 10c. Write for
prices.

JAPANESE BARNYARD MILLET.

Common Millet.
About 3 pecks of seed is s

New Siberian Millet.

(BILLION DOLLAR GRASS.)
Japanese Barnyard Millet is also offered by a certain seed dealer in the "West as the "Billion

Dollar Grass." This variety of Millet was first grown here in this country by Professor Brooks, of
the Massachusetts Agricultural College, who brought it from Japan. It has proven to be very val-
uable and is highly recommended for the following reasons: It will grow 6 to 8 feet in height
and will yield 15 to 25 tons per acre. It may be siloed, fed green or cured into hay, and its feed-
ing quality is always superior to fodder corn. It can best be sown at any time from the middle of
May to the end of July, either broadcast at the rate of 12% lbs. per acre, or in drills, using 8 lbs.
of seed per acre. The seed so far has been scarce and high priced, but we can offer it at a lower
price than usual.

PRICE: Largre pkt., 5c; 1 lb., 20c; 4 lbs., 75c; postpaid by maiL Not prepaid: 1 lb., 10c;
15 lbs., 85c. Write for prices.

Write us for lowest and best prices on Millet, Cane, Clover, Alfalfa and Grass Seeds of all
kinds.
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HEAP.
OUR POLICY:

THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF THE RATEKIN SEED HOUSE.
FIRST: ."A square deal" and strictly honest treatment toevery customer.
SECOND: To grow every variety of seeds we can and to sell direct to you the best and purest new seeds it is possible

to be grown.
THIRD: To give you an absolute guarantee that if you are not pleased in every respect with seeds when received by

you they can be returned at our expense and money paid for them will be. refunded.
FOURTH: That is our policy. We carry it out by giving every customer absolutely fair and honest treatment, and by

continuing to sell in the future as we have in the past seeds of purity and strong germination; seeds that will grow and
seeds that will give you the best possible results.
We make you money and save you money when you buy your seeds from us. First you buy direct from first hands,

and our seeds come direct from grower to planter. They are new crop grown—all thoroughly tested before sending out
and you can always depend upon them growing and producing good results.

Seed buying comes but once a year for most homes and gardens, and on the seeds depend the crop. For this reason
the uppermost questions should be where can I get the best, not where can I buy seedB the cheapest Old and inferior
seeds can always be bought at cheap prices, but such seeds compared with new seeds of pure varieties are very dear at
any price, even as a gift. The past season we spared neither time, pains, labor or expense to produoe the beat that could
be grown. Crops generally in many sorts were short, and prices in large quantities will be somewhat higher, but we are
pleased to say to our thousands of friends and customers that our stock of garden, vegetable and flower seeds was never so
large and complete, and they are strictly new and first class, and nowhere can such seeds be bought at less price. We abso-
lutely know if you will do your part that our seeds will give you such good results that you will be pleased, and thereby
help to increase our trade among your friends and neighbors. We believe there is nothing too good for customers and
know they always appreciate and stand ready to reciprocate by saying a good word for us among their friends.

NO FAKES AND NOVELTIES.
In comparing our catalog with some others, you will find that we are offering no fakes or "Novelties," at fabulous

prices as some are. Most if not all such "Novelties" are usually some standard or old variety renamed in order to fool
you into trying them at exorbitant prices. We simply want you to take our catalog and sit down and look through it;

find what you want and make up your order and send it in, and we guarantee you to get the best of everything that is

grown. All our seeds are thoroughly tested as to germination as soon as they come into our house, as well as again before
sending out. We have been in the seed business for the past 25 years, and have learned how to grow seeds and how to
know good seeds, and expect to remain in the business as long as we live; therefore you can readily see that we have a
thousand times more at stake than any one else could have. We are at all times interested to know that our customers
shall have the best seeds and reap the best and most satisfactory results that can be obtained from any seeds grown.
If any of our customers should receive any seeds from us that proved of weak germination, we would thank them to write
us, and ALL SUCH SEEDS WILE BE CHEERFULLY REPLACED FREE OF CHARGE, if it be the fault of the seeds.
This is what few, if any, seedsmen in America do.

OUR PACKING DEPARTMENT.
Our mall order packing department is complete in all Its details. Every invention possible to quickly and accurately

facilitate the prompt dispatch of an order has been made. In this department scores of clerks pick out the orders, check
them, pack them, weigh and stamp packages and then deposit them in U. S. mail bags furnished by the Government.
This department can fill and dispatch 3,000 orders daily, and during the busy season is open day and night.

WHAT WE DO: FREE DELIVERY BY MAIL.
All seeds ordered at packet, ounce, pound, one-half pint, pint, or quart prices are offered postpaid by mail, and will be

sent by mail POSTAGE PREPAID BY US to any address in America. We do ^sometimes send by express (PREPADD) in-

stead of by mail, but only when there is a saving of cost to ourselves, and when convenient for purchaser to receive them
that way.

POSTAGE BY MAIL means we deliver postpaid to any postoffice in the United States any article in this catalog offered
by mail.

BY EXPRESS OR FREIGHT means that we deliver the seeds to express or railroad here, and the purchaser pays all

transportation charges on receipt of seeds. That means quantities listed at gallon, peck and bushel prices. No charges for
packages.

SPECIAE PREPADD RATES TO OUR CUSTOMERS: Recognizing our claims as being among their largest shippers the
EXPRESS COMPANIES HAVE GIVEN US AND OUR CUSTOMERS A GREATLY REDUCED RATE. Thus a TWENNTY-
FIVE POUND PACKAGE would cost: To points in Illinois, Nebraska, Missouri, Indiana, New York, Pennsylvania, Kentucky,
the Dakotas, Kansas, Michigan and Ohio, from 40c to 90c.

To points in Alabama, Maine, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Tennessee, Connecticut, Mississippi, New Brunswick, Dela-
ware, New Jersey and Virginia, from 90c to $1.30.

To points in the far west and south—Arizona, $2.00; New Mexico, $2.00; Idaho, $2.00; Oregon, $2.00; Montana, $2.00;
Utah, $2.00; Nevada, $2.00; Washington, $2.00.

Above gives you a fair idea of express charges. When seeds, etc., are quoted by express or freight, it means that you pay
the transportation charges; by mail postpaid, that we prepay by mail. $2.00 on 25 lbs. is the highest limit.

Always send plenty of money to prepay express charges, and if any is left it will be immediately sent back to you.
WHAT YOU SHOULD DO: MONEY:—We prefer all money sent by postoffce or express money order; bank draft or

registered letter. Do not send loose money in a letter without registering it; it is not safe, and if it is lost we are not re-

sponsible.
POSTAGE STAMPS:-^-We will accept stamps when other modes of remittance are inconvenient, and prefer them in

1 and 2 cent denominations. Be particular to use due caution so that they may be kept clean and do not get damp, stick

together or attach to the order.
DISCOUNTS ON SEEDS—EVERYBODY NEEDS SEEDS:—We offer the following inducements to those purchasing seeds

in packets: Select packets to the value of $1.25, send us $1.00; for $2.50, send us $2.00; for $3.00, send us $2.25; for $4.00,

send us $3.00; for $5.00, send us $3.75; for $10.00, send us $7.50; for $20.00, send us $15.00. These seeds will be sent by
mail postpaid; but these low rates apply to seeds in packets only, and at catalog prices, and not seeds by weight or meas-
use. If you go and see your neighbors, many of them never think of sending for seeds and when planting time comes, go to

the nearest store and buy old, worthless commission seeds that have wandered over the land these twenty years or more,
they will gladly give you their orders for Batekin's fresh, reliable seeds if you will show them our catalog. In this way
you will make MONEY, besides getting all your seed free.
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Conover's Colossal,
oz., 10c; % lb., 15c; 1 lb., 4(

Columbian Mammoth White,

ASPARAGUS.
Sow the seeds in drills about one inch deep, and the rows about one foot

apart. Keep the soil mellow and free from weeds during the summer, and
in the fall or succeeding spring the plants should be set about one foot apart
and the crown four inches below the surface. The beds should be narrow so
as to permit of cutting to the center. Before winter cover the transplanted
beds with about four inches of manure. Salt is an excellent manure for aspar-
agus. Sow a little on the surface in the spring and it will keep down the weeds.
The young tops may be cut for the table the second summer but not very
freely until the third.

A mammoth green sort of the largest size
and of good quality. PBICE: Pkt., 5c:

oz., 10c; % lb., 15c; 1 lb., 40c.

A new and entirely distinct
variety that produces shoots

which are white and stay white as long as fit for use. It is more robust and
vigorous in habit and throws up larger shoots and fully as many of them as
Conover's Colossal, and requires no earthing up in order to furnish the white
shoots so much sought after. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 25c; lb., 75c.

Pjllmpffn Mammoth in size, even and regular in growth and appear-
* itlllACllvJ. ance. Usually ready for market before other varieties.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 20c; lb., 50c

BUSH OR SNAP BEANS.
Each packet of Beans will contain two ounces, sufficient to plant about 20

hills. All Beans priced by the packet, % pint, pint and quart are delivered
postpaid. Persons ordering by express may deduct 8c per pint or 15c per quart
from these prices quoted. Prices by the peck or bushel do not include deliv-
ery, but must be sent by express, not prepaid.

Yellow Six Weeks. l%m°?
ly

Zt
green, tender, flat pods; matures quickly. PRICE: Pkt.,
5c; y<& pt., 15; qt., 40c; by express, % pk., 70c; pk., $1.25.

Long

California Branch or Prolific Tree.

Best of All.

IMPROVED KAHLIV.ST VAtBNTINB.

This is quite a valuable variety for field culture. Grows
about 20 in. high, has stiff, upright branches and bears
immensel3r

, sometimes yielding 45 bu. per acre. The beans
closely resemble the "White Navy. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; y2
pt., 12c; qt., 35c; by express, y2 pk., 70c; pk., $1.25.

Originated in Germany. Pods long,
very tender, succulent, stringless, of

rich flavor and an enormous producer. Very popular, es-
pecially in the South. Excellent for winter shell beans.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; pint, 25c; quart, 40c.

Burpee's Stringless Green Pod Bush
It is the earliest green podded Bean. It has absolutely
stringless pods. It is the most superior quality, surpass-
ing all other early Bush Beans, both wax and green pod-
ded, in this respect. It is very prolific, free from rust
and blight. This Bean, we are sure, will be found supe-
rior to the Valentine and Refugee, and will take the
place of these varieties both for market, home use and
canning. It is not only earlier than Valentine, of the
earliest strain, but the pods are larger, handsomer and
of better quality, and the plants more vigorous and pro-
lific. We advise gardeners to try this Bean. It will be
found profitable. Everyone who wants a fine flavored,
tender snap Bean for home use should plant this variety.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; yz pt., 15c; qt., 50c. By express:
y2 peck, $1.00; peck, $1.75.

Improved Early Valentine. ilyTei
0
.

lier than the common Early Valentine. In addition to
this it is more robust and vigorous and produces the
true, round, curved pods very abundantly. Unexcelled in
quality and uniformity of ripening; nearly the whole
crop can be taken at one picking, usually within 35 days
after planting. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; y2 pt., 15c; qt., 45c.

By express or freight: y2 peck, 75c; peck, $1.35.

WardwelPs Early Kidney Wax.
This is one of the earliest, hardiest and most produc-
tive of all "Wax Beans. One of the most valuable
points in its favor is that it is almost entirely free
from rust, and invariably strong and healthy. The
pods are long and of a delicate waxy yellow, assum-
ing its color at a very early stage of its growth. The
mature beans are large, kindney-shaped, pure white
with dark markings around the eye. Not only a first

class snap bean, but equally valuable for dry shell
beans in winter. PRICE: Postpaid, pkt., 5c; pt., 20c;
quart, 35c. Purchaser's expense: Pkt., 5c; pint, 15c;
quart, 25c; peck., $1.90.

Early Kidney Six Weeks. TTs

g l*T'-
ous, branching, productive, with large leaves and li-

lac blossoms, pods long, straight, narrow, handsome,
and when young of good quality; beans long, kidney-
shaped, yellowish-drab, with darker marks about the
eye. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; pt., 15c; qt., 25c; 4 qt, 75c;
bu., $4.00.

REMEMBER—That v?e prepay the postage at the
quart rate.
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BEANS.
WAX PODDED VARIETIES-Continued.

IMPROVED GOLDEN WAX.

Davis White Wax.

Improved Golden Wax. I n spite
of all the

new sorts of beans being introduced every year,

our trade calls for more "GOLDEN WAX" than
any other variety. This great popularity is due
largely to the fact that the variety we have is a
great improvement on the old "GOLDEN WAX,"
having larger pods and being much more prolific.

This improved stock is one of the handsomest
beans that we have ever seen, the pods being of
dark, rich golden yellow color and of perfect shape.
For family or market you can make no mistake in
planting them. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; pt., 35c; qt.,

45c. By express: % peck, $1.00; peck, $1.75.

A new white, rust-
less, productive,

wax-podded bean; pods flat, very long, white,
straight and handsome; seeds clear white; ex-
cels all others in hardiness and productiveness.
Valuable for market gardeners' and canners' use.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; % pt., 15c; qt., 50c By ex-
press: % peck, $1.00; peck, $1.90.

German Black Wax. JSygr
with this improved strain of Black Wax that
we have discarded the old stock altogether;
this being more vigorous, and far more pro-

ductive, with length, borne well up
among the foliage, curved, cylindri-
cal, thick, fleshy and of a clear,

waxy, white color, with long, slight-

ly curved point; remain a long time
in condition for use as
snaps. Beans small, ob-
long, jet black. No on*
can afford to plant the old
Black Wax or Butter Bean,
as this is much better in
every respect.
PRICE : Postpaid, Pkt.,

5c; pt., 20c; qt, 35c. Pur-
chaser's expense: Pkt., 5c;
pt., 15c; qt., 25c; pk., $1.80.

Dwarf or Bush
gBBte,

:Wr I imac This ls a com"

paratively new
i I'l il l IftHm

i
fflltiH

1

1

i

maf^tf»wmHMirWlllfIMWwi^^MMWi^^M^^WiMMWIMPi^^MWliff'l illH
'

fffl
i1 " 1 1 1

i rfMriillllW class of Lima Beans that is

becoming very popular.
They are of true bush form, growing only 15 to 20 inches high, and are fully two weeks earlier than the climbing Limas.
Very desirable, as their cultivation does away with the labor of staking.

Rll rtlPP'fi Dwarf I ima The onJy true form of the large luscious Lima Bean. As large as the common Lima
1»U1 [iCC 3 l^Wctll i^llllo.* an <j equal to it in every respect. Enormously productive. Dwarf bush form, grow-
ing only about 18 inches high. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; yz pt., 15c; qt., 50c; peck, $1.50; bu., $5.75.

I itna \AlcfY A great bean; dwarf. Produces tremendous quantities of broad, thick, meaty, wax pods of light col-
LiUlcl VV rtA. or. Seed white , of Lima flavor. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; pt., 25c; qt., 40c. By express: Pk., $1.70; bu., $5.50.

An exceedingly productive and early new variety of the Dwarf Lima. Pods are broad and
flat; beans medium size, beautifully variegated. Popular in the South. PRICE: Pkt., 5c;

y2 pt., 15c; pt., 25c; qt., 50c; peck, $1.50; bu., $5.75.

Horirlot-orkrt'o Ructi I imo Roane Magnificent dwarf growing Lima; very early, of a delicious flavor, ex-
llClIUCldUll a DU311 Lvllllct UCalla. tremely productive and should be planted in every garden in America-
It's early. It's fine. It's just the thing for a family garden. It is wondrously prolific. A package or a pint will furnish

sufficient for a good sized family. It is one of those beans that can't be improved upon. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; pt., 25c; qt., 40c;

By express: Peck, $1.90.

HrooPc Flxirarf I ittlO Also called Kremerle Lima. Not quite so large as Burpee's, but more plump and very
Lfieer a U Wal 1 LiHia. productive. Of excellent flavor. A very aesirable variety in every particular. PRICE'
5k*,,, fp&t Mtef «fc* 40<* By express: Peck, $1.90,

Jackson's Wonder.
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POLE BEANS.
The Pole or Climbing Beans are more tender, and require more care in

culture than the bush varieties. They should be planted about two weeks
later, and will succeed best in sandy loam.

Eack packet of Pole Beans will contain 2 ounces, and will plant 15 to
20 hills. A pint will plant about 100 hills.

Kentucky Wonder or Old Homestead. ™m££ \l%
as one of the earliest and most satisfactory of all Green Podded Pole Beans,
and unsurpassed for using in the green state. It is enormously productive;
the long, silvery, green pods hanging in great clusters from top to bottom
of the pole. While young the pods somewhat resemble the popular old Ref-
ugee. This is the best and most profitable bean for the market gardener,
the pods being so showy and produced so abundantly. PRICE: Pkt., 5c;

y2 pt., 15c; pt., 25c; qt., 40c; peck, $1.90.

l^a,l.y VV11C ETUIC Dcall. abundance and measure from 6 to
8 inches in length; they are broad, thick, very fleshy and entirely string-
less. The pods retain their rich, tender and stringless qualities until near-
ly ripe, and are unsurpassed in all stages. Each pod contains 6 to 8 round,
white beans which make excellent winter shell beans. They are late to ma-
ture, but are valuable to extend the season. This is an excellent bean, and
is sure to give satisfaction. Pkt., 5c; y2 pt., 15c; pt., 25c; qt., 40c; pk., $1.S0.

White Dutch Case Knife. JSSLS ST^TSLSi
of excellent flavor. Cooks easily. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; % pt., 15c; qt., 35c.
By express: yz peck, $1.00; peck., $1.75.

Red, Speckled, Cut Short, or Corn Hill. SS£\2;
popular for planting among corn. It will give a good crop without the use
of poles; vines medium, twining loosely, with dark colored, smooth leaves
and white blossoms in small clusters; pods short, cylindrical and tender;
beans nearly oblong, cut off diagonally at the ends; white, covered at one
end and slightly over the whole surface with reddish-brown dots.

PRICE: Pkt., 5c; pt., 15c; qt., 35c; peck, $1.75; bushel, $5.00.

Probably the largest bean
grown, except some of the

Limas. It is entirely distinct from all others. Pkt., 5s; %pt., 15c; qt., 35c.

Horticultural Pole Bean. fully striped and splashed with
brilliant carmine; very showy and attractive, and the immense beans are
of the best quality. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; y2 pt., 15c; pt., 25c; qt., 40c.

Mammoth Carmine Podded.

BEETS.
Culture.

The best results are obtained on a deep, sandy loam. For
general crop sow as soon as the ground will permit in

drills 18 inches apart and thin out to 3 inches in the row. For winter use
the turnip varieties may be sown in June, and the beets may be kept by
storing in a cellar and keeping covered with sand or sandy soil, to prevent
wilting, or they may be kept out doors in pits such as are used for apples
and potatoes. One or two ounces, or single packets of two or three sorts,

will give a good supply for a large family. It is best to sow in freshly
prepared soil, which should be pressed firmly over the seed. One ounce
sows 50 feet of drill; four or six pounds for one acre.

EXTRA EARLY EGYPTIAN BLOOD TURNIP. The best variety for
forcing, and excellent for first early crop out of doors, being very early,

with small top. Leaf stems with veins dark red; leaf dark green, dotted
with red; roots very dark red, rounded on top but flat beneath, with very
small tap roots; flesh dark red, zoned with lighter shade, hard, crisp and
tender when young, but be-
coming woody with age.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c;
2 oz., 15c; % lb., 20c; lb.,

60c.
EDMAND'S EARLY

TURNIP BEET. This
splendid beet originated in
Massachusetts. It is most
thoroughly fixed and uni-
form in type, being hand-
tome, round in shape, always
smooth and of good mar-
ketable size. It grows a
small neat bronze-red top,
hence can be planted close-
ly together. Skin and flesh

dark blood-red, very tender
and sweet. Market garden-
ers who grow beets for
"bunching will be pleased
with this variety. PRICE:
Pkt., 5c ; % lb ., 20c ; lb ., 60c.
EARLY ECLIPSE. Tops

small, dark purplish, green
shading to lighter color on
outside of leaves. Roots
nearly globular, with small
tap root and very small col-
lar. Flesh dark red, zoned
with a lighter shade, very
sweet, crisp and tender, es-
pecially when young. Pkt.,
5c; oz., 10c; 2 oz., 15c; *4
lb., 20c: lb., 60c.
EXTRA EARLY DARK

BL AUTY. One of the ear-
liest ever grown. Beauti-
ful oval shape, and the col-
or is a rich dark red. Flesh
is *h» yr&in androekt tender; rich and sweet. Its flavor is superb, free from side rfr'ots and smooth, aiid is very beautiful
Lm mark*?- I^HffVF! Fbfc, S&; tar., 10x>; y% lb., l£e; ^ lb., 30>J !b. f SPftc,
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BEETS—Continued.
CROSBY'S EGYPTIAN

The name of this variety is misleading, as it resembles the
Egyptian only in its extreme earliness. It is larger, lighter col-
ored and more nearly spherical; one of the best for early planting
out of doors. It is a most excellent sort, becoming fit for use
sooner than any other variety, but it is not as well suited for
forcing in hot-beds or for transplanting as the Egyptian. PRICE:
Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 2 oz., 15c; % lb., 20c; 1 lb., 60c

Improved Blood Turnip. ~" SSZSSSi
r00
S

shape; flesh deep blood red, tender and sweet; grows to good
size; fine for early use and desirable for winter. PRICE: Pkt.,
5c; 1 oz., 10c; % lb., 15c; 1 lb., 50c.

An excellent sort for winter use.
Roots not as long as the "Long

Smooth," but considerably thicker, always smooth and handsome.
Flesh sweet, tender and of a dark red color. An excellent keeper.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; 1 oz., 10c; % lb., 20c; 1 lb., 65c.

Half Long Blood.

Mangel Wurzels and Sugar Beets

Golden Tankard.

FOR FEEDING STOCK.
CROSBY'S EGYPTIAN.

There is no crop grown by the farmer that is more valuable for
feeding stock than the Mangel Wurzel or sugar beet. Considering the fact that 25 to 30 tons can be
easily grown on an acre, and that the entire crop is perfectly digestible, there being no waste as in
corn stalks or other coarse fodder, there is no food more economical. Fattening, breeding and milch/
cows do equally well on them. Sheep also are much healthier, ewes with lambs give more milk andfflK^Sjfll^SMli
therefore raise better early lambs. With dairy cows the flow of milk is largely increased and the"
quality improved. We are glad to note that farmers are beginning to find out their value and that
more and more are being raised each year.

It is a well known fact that the best mangels are produced from seed grown in France. All the
sugar beets grown for the large sugar factories are French grown seed. We contracted with one of
the largest growers in France for all our beet and mangel seed, and know from actual test that they
are equal in quality to any on the market. About 8 lbs. of mangels and sugar beets will plant an
acre.

TrnftAIM qI ^IICFilf* Rppf Many prefer the sugar beet, as they are much richer in sugar,
lllipciiai JUgai OCCl. therefore their feeding value is greater than that of the larger
growing mangels, while others grow the mangels because they grow larger and more uniform. The
The Imperial Sugar is considered the best of its class to grow for stock, being more uniformly large
and smooth than most varieties of sugar beets. We would suggest that you try both classes, and]
test their relative merits. PRICE: Same as Mammoth Long Red Mangel.

The best yellow mangel in cultivation. A distinct and valuable yellow
fleshed variety, which contains a larger percentage of sugar and more

nutritive matter than any of the red-skinned sorts. It has already taken the lead of other varieties
in England and is more relished by milch cows and sheep than any other. In shape it is almost
cylindrical. It is very easily pulled, exceedingly hardy. Be sure and include it in your order.
PRICE: Same as Mammoth Long Red.

Vilmorin's Improved. SJZsrSfZrSi it
gar factory is the one containing the largest percentage of
sugar. In this variety we have one of the richest sorts in
cultivation, and moreover it will do better on new lands than
any other variety, from 10 to 16 tons per acre, and contain-
ing under favorable conditions as high as 18 per cent, of su-
gar The beet grows below the surface. The green leaves are
smooth edged and spreading. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; 1 oz., 10c;
% lb., 15c; 1 lb., 35c.

Klpifl AVjltlTlpllPn A little terger than Vilmoren's
rVIClU W aiUlCUCIl. Improved and containing about
the same amount of sugar. Its yield of beets is from 12 to

\\|

18 tons per acre. The beet grows below the surface. The
green leaves are rather large and spreading, with wavy
edges. A little hardier and easier grown than Vilmorin's
Improved. Probably the best sort for the experimenter to
use. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; 1 oz., 10c; % lb., 15c; 1 lb., 35c.
We will supply 5 lbs. or more of Klein Wanzleben, Vil-

morin's Improved and French very rich sugar beets at 20c
per lb. by express or freight at purchaser's expense.

Mammoth Long Red Mangle. 4
n
o Tr

s
yielder, 1,200 to 1,500 bu. have frequently been grown on an
acre, and single roots often weighing 15 to 20 lbs. This is

generally considered the best large red variety. We do not
call it "Eiffel Tower," " Gate Post," or some other catchy
name in order to sell it. We believe in giving varieties their
true name. If you prefer a red variety you will make no
mistake by ordering this one.

PRICES OF MANGEL. WURZELS AND SUGAR BEETS.
By mail, postpaid: Pkt., 5c; % lb., 10c; 1 lb., 35c. By

express, not prepaid: 1 lb., 25c; 2 lbs., 45c; 5 lbs., $1.00.

W/fll+P PrAtirfl A variety with large long roots, yielding from 14 to 20
VV HIIC 1 1 Cllvll* tons per acre, and often containing as much as 18 per
cent, of sugar. The roots are below the surface. The green leaves are upright in

growth. The hardiest and earliest grown. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; 1 oz., 10c; 14 lb., 15c;

1 lb., 35c.

jin.OO PRIZE
We will pay $10.00 ca6h for

the heaviest Mangel or Su-
gar beet grown from our
seed this year; report to be
sent in by October 15th*
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CABBAGE.
American Grown Highest Quality
We pride ourselves on having the best, purest and highest grade of cabbage seed that is offered, or at least it is sur-

passed by none. Compared with the cost of seed, there is more money in growing cabbage than in any other crop and
there is nothing that growers should be more particular about.

The cabbage requires a deep, rich soil and thorough working to insure good, solid, full sized heads. Sow early sorts in

hot beds in February or March, or in open ground as soon as it can be worked; later or winter crops in May or June, in

shallow drills, six inches apart. When the plants are four inches high transplant into richly manured ground, the early
kinds two feet apart, the fall and winter varieties three feet apart. Packets contain about 800 seeds. Slug shot and to-

bacco dust are used to kill insects and worms.

f'lll'fllfl* Tiie requisites of complete success are: First, good seed; this plant is largely dependent upon the best
V>llllUrC seed for its success; no satisfactory result can possibly be obtained from poor stock. Second, rich, well
prepared ground. Their frequent and thorough cultivation. A heavy, moist and rich loam is most suitable. It should te
highly manured and worked deep.

Ratekin's Ideal Cabbage.

RATEKIN'S IDEAL CABBAGE.

As now improved, the most profitable cabbage ever offered to the American cab-
bage grower. Absolutely sure heading, 999 out of 1,000 plants make perfect, sal-

able heads averaging 16 to 20 lbs.; interior is creamy white, compact and crisp, unequaled for cooking or slicing; flavor
especially fine. It is, without exception, the best winter keeper in the world. It will flourish on all soils, in fact, it will
prove a gold mine to all cabbage growers. Over twenty thousand pleased customers pronounce this the most wonderful of
all late cabbage. The illustration of our field of "Ratekin's Ideal" will give you only a faint idea of the profits derived
from the king of all cabbages. We don't ask you $4.00 or $5.00 a pound, although well worth $10.00 compared with the
strains sold by other seedsmen at $2.00 to $3.00 a pound. We want every one of our customers to give it a trial this
season; the seed from these we offer you cannot be equalled. PRICE: Pkt., 15c; oz., 30c; *4 lb., 90c; y2 lb., $1.75; 1 lb.,

$3.00, postpaid.

FTptirtArcrm'c T*Cifi\r QllttlfTIAf* Ten or twelve days later than the Jersey Wakefield, but much larger in size
11CUUC1 3 L^miy OUUllUCl. and stand on the ground much longer without bursting open.

PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c; y2 lb., 60c; 1 lb., $2.00.

T^ofl-ir P"|o+ r^ll+fll Tnis "well known and popular varieiety is considered by manv to be the best second early sort;
L^ally 1 iai l^UlCll. large, flat, solid heads, of excellent quality. Does not burst easily. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz.

$1.50.15c; % lb., 40c; 1 lb.

Ffirlv AAAlfltlltl (Tcf °ne °* the best for &eneral use - being very hardy and sure to head, forming a hard head
1— <Xl 1y VV 11111111^3 laU I. -when most sorts fail. Those who have failed with other kinds can hope to succeed with
this. It seems to suffer less from the cabbage worm than any other sort. Plant very compact, with short, thick leaves. Heads
regular, conical, very hard and keep well both summer and winter. It is the hardiest, not only as regards frost, but will
suffer less from excessive wet, drouth, inserts or disease, than any other second early sort, and will give a fair crop of heads
when others fail. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c; 2 oz., 35c; % lb., 60c; 1 lb., $2.00.

This is generally grown on Long Island for the New York market. Heads very large, round, often
nearly spherical, but usually somewhat flattened; very solid and of the best quality, keeping as well

as the winter sorts. Plants very vigorous and sure heading; leaves large, smooth, with dense bloom. Remarkable for its

ability to stand the hot sun and dry weather. Our trial has shown that heads which were fit for market by July 10th
were still salable September 10th, the only change being Increased size and density. Cn<- of the very best sorts for gen-
eral ciHnvation. PRICE: Pkt., Sej oz., 2tJe; 2 ox., 40c; % lb., T5C; lb., $2-50.

All Seasons.
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CABBAGE-Continued.
Ratekin's Washington Wakefield Cabbage.

Early Jersey Wakefield.

(Early.) We introduced this cabbage in 1893, at
which time our stock was limited. We received somany letters of praise and congratulations regarding it, that it seemed as though everyone who tried it must have written

to make known their satisfaction. All gardeners are so familiar with the Wakefield Cabbages that description is unnecessa-
ry. The engraving shows the character of the Washington Wakefield. It it fully as early as any other strain of Wakefield
Cabbage and double the size. No other stock equals it in earliness, size of head and purity. PRICE : Large pkt., 10c- oz.
25c; % fb. t 75c; lb., $2.50. .No other cabbage of which we have knowledge has aroused such enthusiasm among cabbage
experts as has our Washington Wakefield.

The
ear-

liest and hardest heading of extra early cabba-
ges. Our seed is new and good. Heads conical,
compact, solid and of excellent quality. The
thick, stout leaves and compact habit makes it

the best for wintering over and very early set-
ting. Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c; ^ lb., 60c; lb., $2.00.

Filflv Vr»t*lf Heads small, heart shaped,
L,<11 lJ 1 V1 "• firm and tender; of very
erect and dwarf habit, so that they may be
grown 15 or 18 inches apart. PRICE: Pkt.,
6c; oz., 20c; 2 oz., 35c; lb., 60c; lb., $2.00.

Ratekin's Holland Cabbage.
(The genuine stock.) In some important par-
ticulars this is the most remarkable cabbage
yet produced. In fact, it well illustrates the
truth that "merit will win," in that while it

was introduced only about three years ago, it

has already become the favorite sort with those
who have the true stock. The heads, which are
very solid and deep, are of medium size, averag-
ing about 8 lbs. in weight. In color they are
very distinct; in point of quality they have no
superior and they keep better than any other
sort, the heads being as solid and perfect when
taken up in the spring as when put away in the
fall. At that time no cabbage will sell beside
them even at one-half the price. PRICE: Pkt.,
5c; oz., 20c; *4 lb., 70c; lb., $2.25.

Ratekltl S AutUmn King. "Autumn King" is an entirely distinct variety; best keeper we have ever seen; it

produces enormous solid heads of that dark shade of green that is most desirable in a cabbage and has such small outer
leaves that it can be planted closer together than the orninary late sorts, and can be relied on to produce a greater weight
of crop per acre than any other variety. A distinct feature of the "Autumn King" is the peculiarly crimped leaves, which
not only add to its appearance, but enable it to be distinguished anywhere. It is unquestionably one of the best late sorts of
today. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz., 20c; % lb., 70c; lb., $2.25.

Dutlicfl Rjlll l~Tp£irf This winter variety is especially desired on account of its great solidity and its keeping qual-
L/«.IIl3ll MJa.ll iitdu. ities. They weigh more than other sorts of equal size. The heads are crisp, tender and
sweet, and unsurpassed for boiling, slaw, sauer kraut, etc. It grows well on all soils and under most conditions, withstand-
ing hot, dry weather and does not rot in wet seasons. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c; Yk lb., 65c; lb., $2.25.

notltcli T)r\itrtAVtCk*iA €» l*» 1"»a rr<i -A-n earlier, shorter stemmed improved strain of the Danish Ball Head Cab-
LScUlIMl iVUUIlUllCaU V>dUUdgC. bage. The heads are hard and very solid and mature about two weeks in
advance of the Ball Head. They also average a little larger and heavier. The inner leaves are blanched almost pure white,
are of sweet flavor, crisp and tender. It is less liable to blight and shows vigorous growth even in the hot summer.

PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 25c; % lb., 75c; lb., $2.75.

Premium Flat
nn+/»li The Dest "Pre"U LI Itil. mium Flat
Dutch Cabbage" ever offered
the American cabbage grower.
Absolutely sure headings. Nine
hundred ninety-nine out of one
thousand plants make perfect
salable heads, averaging 16 to
20 lbs., measuring 12 to 14 in.

in diameter. Specially grown
heads often reach 50 lbs. each.
Interior is creamy white, com-
pact and crisp. Unequaled for
cooking or slicing, flavor espe-
cially fine. It is without ex-
ception the best winter keeper
in the world. It will flourish

on all soils. PRICE: Pkt., 5c;
oz., 15c; % lb., 50c; Yz lb.,

90c; lb., $1.60. The most crit-

ical cabbage grower in the land
need have no doubts about the
quality of our cabbage seed.

SUREHEAD. A popular
sort for main crop; never fails

to form uniformly large and
solid heads, which are tender
and of fine,sweet flavor. An
excellent keeper and a good

shipper. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c; % lb. , 60c; lb., $2.00.

EARLY DUTCH DARK RED. . . Largely used for pickling.

Early, hardy and a good keeper. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz.,

.

20c; % lb., 60c; lb., $2.00.
RATEKIN'S MAMMOTH RED ROCK. The best variety

of late red cabbage. It is sure heading, of large size and
deep red color. Those who like a red cabbage will be pleased
with this one. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c; % lb., 60c; lb., $2.00.

I have received your catalog and was pleased to be re-

membered by you. The seeds I sent to you for last year
proved very satisfactory and done fine, and I cannot recom-
rafcora yvor hr*M58 <*» hl^ily. 3rar**Hal?owan TKaustaff,

Oskaloosa, Kan., Mar. 24.
For some reason I failed to

receive your catalog this sea-
son. Kindly send me one by re-
turn mail. I shall want some of
your seed corn this season. I
have tried it and know what it

is, and that there is none bet-
ter. Send catalog quick, as it

Is getting late and I want to
get my seed corn before plant-
ing- time. Tboe,
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Cauliflower
Early Snowball.

Admirably adapted for forcing or winter-
ing over for early crop and the most popu-
lar sort for these purposes, it is also one
of the best sorts for late summer and fall

crop, and with reasonably favorable condi-

tions every plant will form a large solid

head of fine quality. The plants are com-
pact, with few narrow, upright leaves and
are well suited for close planting. The
heads are solid, compact, round, very white
and curd-like, and are developed earlier

than those of any other sort. We know
our stock of this variety is unsurpassed and
is superior to much that is sold under such
names as "Gilt-Edge," "Earliest," etc.

PRICE: Pkt., 15c; 2 pkts., 25c; *4 oz.,

75c; oz., $2.50.

Culture.

HENDERSON'S EARLY SNOWBALL CAULIFLOWER.

Carrots.
The carrot is one of the most wholesome and nutritious of our garden roots

and deserves to be more extensively used, both for culinary and stock feeding
purposes. We urge our readers to give some of the early table sorts a trial.

For feeding stock, especially horses and milch cows, the carrot cannot be sur-

passed, and it should be more largely grown by farmers for this purpose.

While a sandy loam made rich by manuring the previous year
is the best for the carrot, any good land, if thoroughly and

deeply worked, will produce satisfactory crops. When it is possible to do so, it

is advisable to sow as early in the spring as the ground is fit to work, though
~"

_
"""" good crops may in this latitude be grown from sowing as late as June 15, but

THE OXHEART. success from such late planting is uncertain. For table use sow the smaller

kinds as early as practicable in rows 16 to 18 inches apart. For field culture

prepare the ground thoroughly and sow in drills 18 to 24 inches apart, using
from 1% to 3 lbs. to the acre, according to the distance between the rows.
Cover one-half to one inch deep and see to it that the soil is pressed firmly
above the seed. As soon as the plants appear, use the cultivator or wheel hoe.
Do not let the weeds get a start. Thin the smaller table sorts' to 8 to 10 to a
foot, and the field varieties to 3 to 6 inches apart in the row. For winter use
gather and store like beets or turnips.

OXHEART OR GUERANDE.
We do not hesitate to call this the most valuable variety in existence. It is

intermediate between the Half Long and Horn varieties, attaining a diameter of
3 to 4 inches at the neck, of beautiful shape and rich orange color. Where other
varieties require digging it is easily pulled. It will produce roots as early as
any variety and continues of the best quality all the season. It is excellent for
hogs and other live stock and has yielded 1,200 bushels per acre. Cut off tops
with scythe and pull roots with potato hooks. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; y±
lb., 25c; 1 lb., 70c.

Danver's Half Long.
standard variety of rich, dark orange color.
"Very smooth and handsome. In form half-
way between Oxheart and the Long Orange,
and wonderfully productive. Under special
cultivation it has yielded from 20 to 25 tons
per acre. One of the finest varieties in culti-
vation. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; 1 oz., 10c; %
lb., 20c; 1 lb., 60c

T*Cir\\T Mark^vf Stump rooted, growsLaiiy iUdlKCl. about the size of
our Cincinnati Market Radish, excellent
forcer; fine flavor; flesh a deep orange, fine
grained. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb.,
25c; 1 lb., 85c.

Long White Belgian Carrot. £g? °L™m?°"- oSS"*St
ground green, and beneath ground pure white. This variety is largely grown for stock
feeding. We have grown of this variety on a piece of drained swamp land at the rate

of a thousand bushels per acre. Probably no other green root crop will produce more feed,

unless it be the New Mastodon Carrot.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 15c; 1 lb ., 45c.

Imoroved Long Orange Carrot. 25. ToT^u^1

are very large, long and tapering; rich orange in color and free from side roots. One
of the best winter sorts and largely grown for market and stock.

PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 20c; 1 lb., 60c.

FarKr Q^ai-la-f Hrkt-rt Tne favorite extra early variety. Very early; color
Ldl ly OCd-IlCl llUril. orange-scarlet; fine grained and agreeable flavor.

Tops small; has a short, stump-shaped root; growe well in shallow soil. The belt early

variety tor tattle we, PSICG: Pkt., Bo; «?., % B>., 30c; Xb.. 60c

popu-
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CELERY
Golden Self Blanching

This is without doubt the most popular celery-
grown. It is a self-blanching sort, for with a little

banking up or covering even the outer ribs assume a
beautiful golden yellow color while the "heart" or
vine stalks are deliciously tender, brittle and sweet.

We offer two strains of this variety, viz., Ratekin's
"Private Stock" and "Regular" stock, and for the
following reason: Some years ago we procured from
a celery grower in France some seed of the Golden
Self Blanching variety. That year there happened to
be a good deal of trouble in many parts of the coun-
try with California grown seed of the Golden Self
Blanching Celery, for it did not blanch as well as
usual, nor was the seed as pure.

Our customers, of course, noted the difference in
the quality between the French stock and the Cali-
fornia stock, and have always since insisted on hav-
ing our French grown "Private Stock" seed, no mat-
ter what the difference in price might be. In fact
we have on several occasions, when the particular
French stock of seed we mention was very scarce and
high in price, sold it readily at from $15.00 to $25.00
a pound when we were only asking $3.00 a pound for
the very best California seed.

Golden Self Blanching Celery.
Ratekin's Private Stock. . (Sold only in sealed pack-

ages. ) PRICE: Large pkt., 15c; oz., 50c; *4 lb.,

$1.75; lb., $6.00, postpaid.

Golden Self Blanching Celery.
Regular Stock. Price: Large pkt., 10c; oz., 25c;

14 lb., 80c; lb., $3.00, postpaid.

White Plumb.—
Stalks, portions of the in-
ner leaves, and heart, nat-
urally white and become
fit for use by simply tying
up closely with soft twine.
More used than any other
variety by market garden-
ers. Our seed is of the
highest quality and sure
to please all. PRICE:
Pkt., 5c; oz., 15c; *4 !»•»
50c; tt>., $1.75.

Henderson's
Half Dwarf.
Entirely solid, possessing a
rich nutty flavor, while it

has much vigor of growth
and heavy bunch. PRICE:
Pkt., 5c; oz., 15c; ^4 lb.,
45c; lb ., $1.50.

Golden Dwarf.

—

Waxy Golden yellow, cyl-
indrical, solid, crisp.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 15c;
% lb., 40c; lb., $1.25.

Ratekin's Giant
re-

k a -

bly large, thick, solid ,en-

_ _ tirely stringless, very crisp
and brittle. A vigorous grower and is self-blanching, clear white. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c; % lb., 60c;. lb .,$1.75.

DACO DiliKorl Doric Qfklf R1can/-lli« Cf The most beautiful of all pink celeries. A sport of the cele-IVUac IVlUUCU Jrcllla JCll £>lallllllllg. brated Golden Self Blanching, and equal to that variety in all
respects. It has the light golden color of its parent, and blanches with the same ease, differing only in the bright rose
ribs. A good keeper. Height, 15 to 18 inches. One of the most desirable of the new celeries, especially for domestic
use. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c; 14 lb., 65c.

An excellent large growing variety of creamy white color. One of the finest mar-
ket sorts and a good keeper. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz., 20c; 14 lb., 50c; lb., $2.00.

Warwick County, Indiana, Nov. 22nd.
Ratekin's Seed House, Shenandoah, Iowa.

The six bushels of Diamond Joe's Big White I ordered from you last spring came to hand on time and found on exami-
nation In first class shape. I planted it May 14th, and in exactly ninety days from the day I planted It It was In full,

strong roasting ear, and two weeks later was hard enough to grit into corn meal. I have Just completed gathering and
cribbing It, weighing the product from five acres which made an average yield of 111 bushels per acre, 75 lbs. per bushel
of the finest corn I ever saw. I want to try s^- te o? Ratekin's Yellow Dent this year and shall be pleased if you will mai?
me your seed corn book as soon as lm*\a* Torara Unlw0

RATEKIN'S WHITE PLUMB CELERY.
Pascal.

Ratekin's Perfection.
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CUCUMBERS.
Cucumbers succeed best in a rich, loamy soil. For first early, sow in hot beds, in berry boxes, or in small flower pots, six

weeks before they can be set out in the open ground. When danger of frost is over, transplant in hills four feet apart each
way. For general crop plant in open ground in May, about 12

y
-—..»*

seeds in a hill. When danger of bugs is past thin to four I Eich packet of Cucumber seed will contain a quarter of
strong plants in a hill. For pickling, plant in June. Sprinkle Ian ounce, sufficient to plant about 20 hills. Two pounds
the vines with plaster or air-slaked lime to protect from bugs, I will plant an acre.
or use Slug Shot to kill the bugs. I — ———^————

RATEKIN'S IMPROVED WHITE SPINE.
One of the best sorts for

table use. Vines vigorous,
fruiting early and abundant-
ly; fruit uniformly straight
and handsome, dark green
with a few white spines; flesh
tender and of excellent flavor.
In this country this variety is

used more, perhaps than any
other for forcing under glass.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c;
% lb., 50c; lb., $1.75. 5 lbs.
or more, by express, at $1.50.

Ratekin's Crescent
Cucumber. —
A new cucumber and certainly
the earliest cucumber we
know. One especially adapted
for the hot bed or early gar-
den; it sets quickly and pro-
duces beautiful cucumbers in
the shortest possible time, and
we are confident you will never
be without them. PRICE:
Pkt., 10c; oz., 15c; % lb., 55c;
lb., §2.00.

IMPROVED WHITE SPINE.

Fordhood Pickling. A very small, oval prickly varie-
ty, quite distinct from all others.

It is grown exclusively for pickles; is the smallest of all varieties,
and should always be picked when young and tender. The seed
is slow to germinate, requiring usually from two to three weeks.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c; % lb., 75c; lb., $2.50.

Chicago
Improved
Pickle.—
This variety, which
originated with a
leading pickle grow-
er near Chicago, is

considered the best
variety there is, as
it is very prolific,

matures early and
produces an im-
mense number of
desirable shaped
pickles. PRICE

:

Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c;
% lb., 60c; lb.,

$1.90.

IMPROVED CHICAGO PICKLE.

Fjlflv {""llicfpf Vine vigorous, producing the bnlk of the crop near
1-ai ly LilUSLCl . root an(j in clusters. Fruit short, with uni-
formly thick end, dark green, but paler at blossom end. A very productive
sort. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 2 oz., 15c; % lb., 40c; lb., $1.50.

Fjlf"1v FfJlfTIP ^n old and P°Pular variety, of medium size, straight
l^Ctl iy 1 1 CtlllC an(j handsome; excellent for pickles when young.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 40c; lb., $1.45.

TmnrnvpH I nno* (irppn A standard sort - Vine vigorous andlllljJlUVCU l^UIlg VilCCll. productive, forming fruit fit for the
table nearly as early as the shorter sorts; fruit about four inches long, firm
and crisp. The young fruit makes one of the best of pickles, and when ripe
is the best of any for sweet pickles. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c: % lb., 60c;
lb., $1.90.

Rnc+rm f\r TpfCAir Oirlrla Is used almost exclusively by theUU31U11 VI JC15CV nCIVlC. market gardeners near Boston for
pickling. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 15c; % lb., 50c; lb., $1.60.

f^nn} or\f\ PVlCn strain of the white spine somewhat like the
\j\J\Jl O.HU Vj113U. Arlington, but larger. Fruit long, cylindrical,
dark green. Fine for table use. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz,, 10c; *4 lb., 20c;
lb., 70c.

VJaii; A off{\ A variety of the highest merit for gardeners, some claim-mCW A9L1U« ing that they made more money from a orop of these
grown early in hotbeds than from any other crop, as they yield a continual
daily picking and sell quickly at $1.00 per dozen. Fruit large, perfect shape,
8 to 12 inches long. They are of the very best quality for slicing, as the
lesh is white and crisp and they have very few seeds. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz., $1.00,
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SWEET CORN sSt
c
g
o
r
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PEFP (Y DAY The Earliest Sweet Corn.rLLF V UJ\l, The Sweetest Sweet Corn.

The Earliest.

Your Peep o' Day Sweet Corn is the earliest and best I
ever got hold of.—Ned C. Walcott, Almond, Wis.

The Best Yielder.
I planted Peep o» Day Sweet Corn for two years and find

tt the earliest, sweetest and the best yielder of any sweetcorn.—William T. Olney, Foster Center, R. I.

Had Corn a Week Before Her Neighbors.
I tried your Peep o' Day Sweet Corn last year and had

wr
? vl° m at

t week before my neighbors.—Mrs. LovelessWright, Tomahawk, Wis.

Most Productive.

Most Profitable.

We regard our new PEEP
O' DAY Sweet Corn as the

most important vegetable in-

troduction of years. Think of

a corn TEN DAYS TO TWO
WEEKS EARLIER than any

other variety and not only the

EARLIEST but the SWEET-
EST of all Sweet Corn, ear-

ly or late.

If you do not buy anything

else in this catalog, send at

least for some PEEP O' DAY
Corn.

PRICES: Large pkt , con-

taining 300 seeds (sufficient

to plant 60 hills), 15c; pint,

by mail postpaid, 25c; quart,

by mail postpaid, 40c. By ex-

press or freight at purchas-

er's expense: Pint, 20c;

quart, 30c; % bu., $1.75; 1

bu., $6.50.
j

Had Corn July 4.

"I got some Peep o* Day Corn of you last year. Planted
some April 4th; on July 4th we had corn to eat.—John
Pickering, Washington C. H., Ohio.

Best He Ever Saw.
Your Peep o' Day Sweet Corn is the earliest and best I

ever saw. C. M. Shorey, Paonia, Colo.

Something Wonderful.

Your seeds are O. K. In every respect. Your Peep o' Day
Sweet Corn is something wonderful.—Adam Gleisner, New
Providence, Pa.
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SWEET CORN-Continued

MammothWhite Cory
The largest and best extra early sweet corn. The stalks are no larger than those

of the '"White Cob Cory," but each stalk furnishes two or more large, fine shaped
ears, very symmetrical and handsome, with no opening between the rows at the
base. The grain is large, broad, very white and of remarkably good quality for
such an early sort. The beauty and quality of this variety give it ready sale even
when the market is overstocked.

PRICE: Pkt., 10c; y2 pt., 15c; qt., 30c; 4 qts., $1.00.

Improved Stowell's Evergreen
For many years Stowell's Evergreen corn has been the most promi-

nent main crop variety and is more largely planted than any other,
being a general favorite with canners and market gardeners for late use.

We have been se-
lecting this for a
number of years to
improve it for fam-
ily use. The ears
are medium to large
size, and our illus-
tration was made
b y combining the
picture of the low-
er part of an ear in
fit condition for ta-
ble use with part of
an ear of dry seed
corn. The grains are
deep, exceptional-
ly tender and re-
main a long time in
an edible condition.
The dried kernels
are shriveled s o
much that they
readily show its un-
usual sweetness.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c;

y2 pt., 15c; qt., 45c.
By express : yz
pk., 85c; pk., $1.50;
bu., $3.00.

Marshall County,
Iowa, Nov.

The sweet corn I
ordered from you
last spring grew al-
most to a grain
and the Stowell's
Evergreen, made a
yield of over five
tons per acre and in
addition the fod-
der I saved after
harvesting the crop
for canning pur-
poses, was worth
easy five dollars per
acre. In fact stock
like it as well or
better than clover
hay.

Truly yours,
John Yarger.

IMPROVED STOWELL'S EVERGREEN

Chufas or Earth Almond
A nice little ground nut which is greatly liked by the

children. In sweetness and flavor they resemble the cocoa-
nut or almond and are considered very nice put on the table
in a fruit dish with candies, and as an after-dinner relish.
Very prolific, a single one yielding from two to four hundred.
The nuts grow under ground, very near the surface, easily
reached by pigs and poultry, and destroyed by them if they
have free access. Plant in April, 10 inches apart in 2*4
foot rows. Cover them lightly. If the seed Is very dry soak
them well before planting.

PRICE: Pkt., 6c; at., 10c; % lb., 20c; lb., 50c.
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SWEET CORN-Continued.
PEEP O' DAY. The very earliest variety grown. See opposite page.

Fjirlv YVflifp fflTV Tne Plants are usually about four feet high, and bear two or even three ears, which are
L^iXf. IV VVIlllC eight rowed, with large, somewhat coarse but very sweet and tender grain. PRICE: Pkt.,
10c; pint, 15c; quart, 30c; 4 quarts, $1.00.

Ffirlv Mifl flPQnta A standard early variety that has held a high place in the list of sweet corns ever since its
1_-Cll IV iiilllllCJtU Iti. introduction. The ears are of good size, well flavored and of the best cooking qualities.
Valuable for either private or market use. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; y2 pt., 15c; qt., 35c. By express: y2 pk., 60c; pk., $1.00.

Pfftshv'c Fflflv For medium early use and general crop this is one of the most desirable varieties. Ears are of
V>lvJai/jr o ly • medium size and the cooking qualities excellent. A good cropper and profitable for family use
and as a market sort. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; y2 pt., 10c; qt., 35c. By express: y2 pk., 60c; pk., $1.00.

f^mintv flPtlf1PtT15in Certainly a fine sort; ears average nine or ten inches in length, but what it lacks in size is
x>UUllljr vJCIlllClllu.il* more than equaled in superior quality and productiveness. It sometimes yields as many as
five or six ears to the stalk. Deep grained and exceedingly sweet and juicy. One of the best for the family garden.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; pt., 15c; qt., 20c; gal., 75c.

flfllHPfl Ratlfjim A hardy variety allowing early planting. Stalks grow only three and a half to four feet high
VIVJIUCU Odllldill. an(j bear one or two good ears perstalw. When ready for use the grains are a rich golden yel-
low color, very sweet and fine flavor. PRICE: Large pkt., 5c; pt., 15c; qt., 25c; *4 bu., $1.25; bu., $4.00.

ft s\1 rfpf* lVJii rrfrp-t This is a new dwarf growing variety, producing an ear which when dried is of a beautiful gol-
vJvllllCH ^UggCl. den yellow color. The stalk bears several ears which, though small, are very sweet and tender.
A unique and pleasing novelty in every sense of the word. Large pkt., 5c; pt., 15c; qt., 25c; *4 bu., $1.50 ; bu., $5.50.

MnrifP^C F* 211*1V (^Cltimrd Grows about six feet high. The ears, which are borne near the base of the stalk,iUUUl C o ly V>UlltUl U» are large, 14 to 16-rowed and contain short, white, square grains of very fine qual-
ity, sweet and tender. This variety is excellent for either family or canning use. Pkt., 5c; qt., 15c; ^bu.,90c; bu., $3.00.

IfAflHall'c Fjlflv fllJiflt A meritorious variety, the leading feature of which in addition to its earliness is the
IVCllUall o 1_<<4.1 iy VHrtlll. large size of ears, which are eight to ten inches long and from 12 to 18 rows. Pure
white in color, it is very sweet and tender. PRICE: Large pkt., 5c; pt., 15c; qt., 25c; % bu., $1.00; bu., $3.00.

PEEP O' DAY MUCH EARLIER.
Your seeds gave satisfaction, especially Peep o' Day Sweet Corn. It was much earlier than any variety we had ever

tried. We had the best melons in this vicinity.—Amos C. Jacobs, St. Anthony, Idaho.
RAISED THE FIRST CORN.

I planted Peep o' Day Sweet Corn last spring. It was the first corn ever raised here. We have late frosts in the spring
and very short summers. People said I couldn't raise corn but I did just the same. F. C. Jenkins, Heron, Mont.

BEAT THE MARKET GARDENERS.
I had Peep o' Day Sweet Corn last year before the market gardeners had an ear on the market, although I did not get

mine in until late. It certainly has all the merits you claim.
It averaged two ears to a stalk. L.. W. Eddy, Dorchester,

POP CORN.
White Rice.

A very handsome and prolific variety;
ears short; kernels long, pointed and re-

sembles rice; color white. Probably no variety of pop corn is

superior to this for parching. We supply lots of four quarts
and less, shelled. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; pt., 20c; qt., 35c; pk., 85c.

nitAAtl'c fi rk 1 H fl
Color a peculiar lustrous golden yel-

v£UCCIl 3 vJvflUCll* low; pops to a rich cream color;

very prolific. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; pt., 20c; qt., 35c; pk., 85c.

\fAW Da/1 Rckailfv A valuable new rice pop corn, intro-
liCW I\CU JJCClUljr* duced by art extensive pop corn
grower in Illinois. Ears medium to large; color bright red;

deep grains and small cob; extremely early and productive.
Highly recommended. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; y2 pt., 15c; pt., 25c;

MONARCH WHITE., RICE*, qt., 40c.

Mr. J. W. Ratekin Atkins, Nebraska, Oct. 1st.

Dear Sir:—I must write you about the seeds I sent to you for last spring. The corn is the best I ever had; the water-

melons and muskmelons are fine; the pop corn was O. K., and the onions are far ahead of anything I ever saw and as big

around as saucers. I want to grow seeds for you next year, and as you have farmers grow some of your seeds, I would
like to get my dipper in and grow some for you, such as onions, carrots', melons and tomatoes. I forgot to say my toma-
toes are the best I ever grew, and from the small sample of buckwheat you sent me I grew a half bushel of the finest I

ever saw, enough to get a fine start for another year. Hoping to hear from you soon, I remain, as ever, Very truly yours,

Joe Bruder, Jr.
Johnson County, Iowa, Dec. 10th, 1906.

I planted 38 acres of Diamond Joe's Big White, from the six bushels
of seed ordered from you last spring; planted May 8th, 9th and 10th on
good strong clover sod ground, and plowed it three times. Have just

completed gathering my crop, weighing every bushel over a Fairbank's
scale, and I find I have 3,792 bushels of the finest corn I have ever crib-

bed in my life. Its large ears, extrems earliness and tremendous yielding
qualities make it the most profitable corn I have grown in my 25 years'

experience as a corn grower. The change proved a most desirable one,

and I want to try some of your best yellow varieties the coming year.
Kindly send me a copy of your catalog as soon as ready for mailing.

Yours truly, John C. Robinson.
Three Rivers, St. Joseph Copnty, Mich., Dec. 20th.

Ratekin's Seed House, Shenandoah, Iowa.
I have just completed husking my corn—the Diamond Joe's Big White

—bought of you last spring, and have found it the most marvelous corn
I have ever before seen. It made a yield of 107 bushels per acre and was
well matured and out of danger of frost September 1st. I think there was
scarcely a stalk in the entire field but what produced one or more good
ears. I shall want a good many farm and garden seeds the coming sea-

son, and will thank you for copy of your catalog as soon as issued, and
you can look for good order from me. Very truly yours, John A. Gresham.

Egg Plant.
A tender plant which should be started quite early in a hotbed or box

in the house, which must be kept warm. Transplant late to open ground,
two and a half feet apart.

Foi-Kr T)r\ttnA Diirnlo The earliest variety in existence, be-
CdXiy JtVllUllU JrUipiC. ing several weeks earlier than most
others. Fruit is exactly the same shape and color as the "Improved
New York Purple," but is somewhat smaller. It is fully equal in quality,

and what it lacks in size is made up in productiveness. PRICE: Pkt., 5c;

oz., 35c; % lb., $1.10.

TmnrnVAfl KlAAir Vnrk °ur strain of thls
-
the leading mar-

lUiprOVcU l\CW IUTR. ket variety, we believe to be unsur-
passed. Very large size, skin deep purple, flesh white and of excellent

qualityo Very productive. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 40c; 1 lb., $1.25, EARLY ROUND PURPLE.
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KALE.
"Borecole, Kale and German Greens"

are general terms applied to those class-
es of cabbages that do not form heads,
but are used in their open growth.
Some of the varieties are the most ten-
der and delicate of any of the cabbage
tribe. They are hardy and are not in-
jured by the frost.

Dwarf Green Curled Scotch. compact, but
curled, cut

with
and

crimped until the whole plant resembles a bunch of moss. It would be well worthy of
cultivation for its beauty. One of the best sorts for use, and when well grown and cook-
ed is one of the most palatable of vegetables. Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 25c; lb., 70c.

Tall Or^n PhHaH ^rntrh This is very hardy and is not injured by a
ld.ll VjrCCll VxUriCU moderate frost. About 30 inches tall, with
an abundance of dark green leaves, which are densely curled and cut, forming a very
beautiful plant. It stands the winters in the Middle States without any protection.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 25c; lb., 70c

Tall Green Curled Scotch Kau, Kohl Rabi.
Culture.

Sow in light, rich soil, as early as possible, in drills 16
inches apart, and when established thin to six inches apart

in the row. One or two plantings at intervals of ten days will give a suc-
cession until hot weather, when they fail to grow well, but plantings may be
made the latter part of July for fall use.

Par1v DlirnlA Vl**ntlil A Dri&nt Purple. The leaf stems are
CdXiy fUrpiC VICllIld.. tinged with purple. PRICE: pkt., 5c;
oz., 30c; 2 oz., 55c; % lb., $1.00; 1 lb., $2.75.

Early White Vienna. f
esh white and tender; sood mark€t

lb., 60c; 1 lb., $1.75.

PRICE: Pkt., 5c; 20c;

Leek.
Belongs to the onion family

and by many preferred to that
vegetable. Sow the seed and care
for young plants same as for on-
ions, but they need a little more
room in order to develop more
fully. When the young plants are
double the size of a goose quill,
transplant to a prepared bed in
rows one foot apart and four or
five inches in the row.

This
e t y

vari-
i s

London Flag.
more cultivated in this country
than any other. It is hardy and
of good quality. PBICE

EARLY PURPLE VIENNA.
Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 30c; 1 lb., $1.00.

Lettuce.
ONE OUNCE WELL SOW 120 FEET OF DRILL,

Probably no vegetable is more universally used than lettuce, and to be thor-
oughly appreciated it must be brought to the table fresh and unwilted. The qual-
ity of lettuce depends largely upon a rapid and vigorous growth. Sow in
hotbed in March and in the open ground as early as it can be worked, thin in
drills to one foot apart. For a succession, sow every three weeks during the
season. The soil should be rich and mellow. Thin out plants as they grow.

Ratekin's Early Prize Head. 5*sr *£Sr*\2ft£i
throughout the season; is prompt to head, but slow to seed, of superior flavor
and very hard. Leaves of dark, reddish brown color, variegated with dark
green. It is an immensely popular variety. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; *4 H>.,

25c; 1 lb., 75c.

PorKr f^nrl^rf Qimticrm An improved variety of the Curled Simp-
L^aiiy V>U11CU OllllJJdUll. son> with large, loose heads and excellent
flavor. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 25c; 1 lb., 75c.

Qpipe Jo An excellent spring, summer and fall variety, forming good sizedJClC3m< heads that stand drouth and heat longer without injury than
any other sort; matures very early. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; *4 25c;
1 lb., 75c.

An unequaled variety for early spring planting in open ground. It is extremely hardy
and very quick growing. The plants grow six to seven inches in diameter, with the out-

er leaves folded closely forming the plant into a solid head. The outer leaves are light green, slightly tinged with brown;
the inner leaves are bright yellow and a fine rich buttery flavor. Each head will weigh nearly a pound on the average.
PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz., 25c; % lb., 75c, postpaid.

MflrlfPt CfJirHpnPrQ (Ratekin's Private Stock.) Sold only in sealed packages. (B. S.) This is one of the very
ivtl uaiututlJ. best of the "Butter" head lettuces. It is a very great favorite with market gardeners on

the Minneapolis markets, and with them holds the lead in point of popularity. This is getting to be equally true in other
markets. PRICE: Large pkt., 10c; oz., 15c; % lb., 50c; 1 lb., $1.90, postpaid.

RlCF RfWtntl ^ large heading forcing sort, very hardy and vigorous, with broad, comparatively smooth, thin and
very hard, bright green leaves. Quite tender. Indoors this forms a solid head while outside it is

distinctively a heading sort. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 25c; 1 lb., 90c.

LONDON FLAG LEEK.

Ratekin's May King.

Yoakum, Texas, April 1st.
I have neglected to write you about the seed corn I ordered from you. It was received in good time and has been

TtfiyafteA 1% up and looks fine. I am certainly well pleased both with seed and your promptness,—Respectfully-. H Muecke,
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Lettuce—Continued.
Black Seeded Simpson.
in size of fine quality.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c

j

One
10c:

of the
% lb.

It is much lighter colored than
preceding; it grows nearly double

best for forcing or outdoor planting.
25c: 1 lb., 75c.

Improved Hanson. For general use for market and garden-
ers we are sure that no variety can sur-

pass our -'Improved Hanson" Lettuce. Deliciously sweet, crisp and tender
and almost absolutely free from any rank or bitter taste. Resists the
summ heat extremely well. It cannot be too highly praised. PRICE:
Pkt., oz., 10c; % lb., 25c.

BLACK SEEDED SIMPSON.

Brown Dutch. (Seed Black.) An old sort noted for

its hardiness. Leaves large, thick, green
tinged with brown. It always forms a large, solid head which
is somewhat coarse looking, but the inner leaves are beautifully
blanched, exceedingly sweet, tender and well flavored. Desirable
because of its hardiness and fine quality. PRICE: Pkt., 5c;
oz., 10c; % lb., 25c; 1 lb., 80c.

Salamander. (Seed Black.) A very bright green and
attractive variety. It forms large, solid

heads, composed of thick, smooth, very tender leaves, the inner
ones finely blanched and all of finest quality. It remains a long
time in head before running to seed. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz.,

10c; % lb., 25c; 1 lb., 80c.

WE GUARAN-

TEE ALL OUR
SEED

To be of highest quality

and germination, and to

be exactly as represented.

We want every one of our
customers to grow good,

bountiful crops, and we
will help you if you will

give us a chance. Start

right; the foundation is

good seed. We hope you
will read what we have to

say about Selected Farm
Seeds a little further along

in this catalog. Anything
not made plain to you, be
free to write us, and al-

ways remember that we
have your welfare at

heart, because by helping

you we keep you for a
continuous customer.

GRAND RAPIDS.

OrfUlfl RaniHQ A forcing variety of superior quality and beautiful appearance, strong grower, free from rot,
v-*1 I\a.J^lU3. an(j keepg crisp and tender without wilting, when exposed for sale, longer than any other forc-
ing lettuce. It is also a desirable variety for sowing in open ground. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 15c; % lb., 40c; lb., $1.20.

PaK-ffkrriJci frAOtn Rll-fiat- A variety of Cabbage Lettuce, with round solid heads. Outside of heads are of
V>O.UlUl 1UO. V>1 Call! UUUCl. a medium green, slightly marked with small brown spots; within, the leaves
are ©f a very rich, cream yellow color, most refreshing in appearance, and particularly rich and buttery t» the taste. The
heads are of a good size, compact, very hard and solid. It is medium early and one of the very best summer varieties ot
!•«.* tottuo* w* haw «v«r s«»n. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; 1 oz., 10c; *4 lb.. 25c; lb., 75c.
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MUSK MELONS.
The soil best adapted to the culture of melons is a warm, rich sandy loam. Plant in hills five or six feet apart, each

way, ten or twelve seeds in a hill. When they begin to vine thin out, leaving only four of the most thrifty. As melons are
very sensitive to the cold, they should not be planted until the settled warm weather begins—in this latitude about the
middle of May. Cultivation should begin as soon as the plants appear above ground, and be kept up once a week until
the vines interfere too much. You will be pleased with our melon seed.

Ratekin's Rocky
Ford Musk
Melon.
The Melon
known on the
"bills of
fare" of the
leading ho-
tels and res-
taurants o f

America a s

the "Rocky
Ford Cante-
loupe" takes
its name
from the lit-

tle town o f

of Rocky
Ford, Colora-
do o , which
has become
as famous for
its melons
as is Balti-
more for its

oysters. The
shipping o f

these mel-
ons has
reached such
p r o p o r -

tions as to
become the
leading in-
dustry of the
town, thous-
a n d s of
crates being
annually for-
warded t o
the principal
cities of theUnited
States. The
reason for the widespread popularity of this melon is two-fold.

RATEKIN'S ROCKY FORD CANTELOUPES.

markably solid. Second, its wonderful shipping qualities which enable
First, its superb table qualities, being firm, sweet and re-

be carried great distances and yet arrive in
first class condition for
market. The fruit is of
medium size and oval-
shaped, heavily netted and
very solid. The flesh is

green, thick and juicy. It

is very early and wonder-
fully productive. It is ac-
knowledged by many mar-
ket gardeners as the best
and most profitable Musk
Melon that grows. PRICE:
Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb.,

30c; 1 lb., $1.00. Purchas-
er's expense: Pkt., 5c; oz.,

10c; *4 lb., 25c; lb., 85c.

Osage Melon or
Miller's Cream.
One of the best melons on

the market for family use

and also greatly liked by
gardeners. The skin is

thin, of dark green color

and slightly netted. The
flesh is salmon color, re-
markably sweet and spicy
in flavor, extremely thick
and delicious to the rind;
the seed cavity is very
small. It is seldom that
one of poor quality is

found. The whole crop is

very even and extra heavy,
owing to the thickness of
the meat. All lovers of
fine melons should try the
Osage. PRICE: Pkt., 5c;
oz., 10c; % lb., 30c; lb.,

90a
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Rose.

MUSK MELONS-Continued.

ensack,

RATEKIN'S EARLY MARKET.

"W e have
been great-

ly pleased With this new varie-
ty, and we consider it one of
the finest sorts. It is a result
of a cVoss of the Osage and
Netted Gem and it combines
the sweetness and high flavor
of the Ibrmer, with the fine

netting and superior shipping
qualities of the Netted Gem.
It is peculiarly sweet, rich, de-
licious flavor and a long keep-
er. If you are a gardener,
plant it and catch top of mar-
ket prices.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c;

*A 30c; lb., $1.00.

Extra Early Hack-
We offer under
this name a

very distinct stock, different
and much superior to that
often sold as Extra Early
Ilackensack. The fruit is me-
dium sized, nearly round, with
deep ribs and very coarse net-
ting. The flesh is green, a lit-

tle coarse, but very juicy and
sweet. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz.,
10c; % lb., 30c; lb., 90c.

Small Green Nut-
«nAA> Fruit of medium size,

slightly ribbed, glob-
ular. Skin dark green becom-
ing yellow when over-ripe and nearly covered with broad, shallow netting. Flesh thick, a little coarse, but of fine flavor.
This variety is in universal demand for both home and market use. It is the size best suited for hotel and restaurant use.
Cur stock is carefully grown and selected and will be found first class in every particular. PRICE : Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; V*
lb., 30c; lb., $1.00.

FlTlPralH ClPtTI Tnis is one of the most delicious little melons that we have ever eaten. The flesh is thick of a
A^iiivi (Hit. suffused salmon color, almost red, and ripens thoroughly to the extremely thin green rind. It is
peculiarly crystalline in appearance, juicy and rich. The flavor is sweet and luscious beyond description. Rather small
for marketing but very nice for home use. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 30c; lb., 90c.

TfT|f">1*flVP,/f f^JlfTfrplfilltlP ^ finely improved variety, often weighing from 15 to 20 lbs., the flesh is thick,
*1U J71 KJ V 5jf« V>aillClUUpc. light in color and of fine quality. Quite early and a splendid keeper. Include this
^variety in^Our order. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 30c; lb., 90c.

o+aI^h'c F'jiflv l\^511"lrA"f Many years were spent in perfect-

!r J i 'ri <*1Ivd» ing this decidedly distinct and
bVauJpul melon. A most valuable characteristic is its close, strong netting.
ItlWigorous growth gives it great hardiness and ability to withstand drouth,
blight and bugs. Its beautiful shape and handsome appearance are remark-
ed upon when placed side by sid^r on the market bench or counter with any
of the popular sorts of the day./ It ripens only a few days after the early
Hackensack, is more prolific, more uniform, bears longer and the fruit is

more solid; seldom bursts at bl/ssom end. flavor and quality are all that can
be desired. It is green fleshe* with a fcmall seed cavity. A valuable sort
for a general crop. PRICE: BPkt., 10c; I oz., 20c; ^4 lb., 50c; lb., $1.75.

TptlflV T IflH This isVhe earlielt of the green fleshed sorts and one
JC1111J l^llIU. . 0 f the sw^eteaUj It is round or flattened. In size it

is small, being from three to five inched in diameter—a very convenient size
for serving in halves. It is more largely grown in the great melon producing
riate of New Jersey than any other sort and is used in enormous quantities
in the Eastern cities and at the seashore resorts. The vines are very prolific
and the culture profitable.

PRICE: targe Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; *4 lb., 30c; lb., $1.00, postpaid.

I f\rtCT Tclanrl J\£***ift\7 Fruits of large size, well flattened heav-
L-Ullg IdiailU Duality. ny r ibbed and netted. Of very hand-
some appearance and fine quality. Very highly recommended; ripens as early
and is similar to Hackensack, but superior in flavor; green fleshed.

PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 15c; % lb., 45c; lb., $1.50, postpaid.

Da ill Daco "Dc»-frkclr£»ir Combines all the good qualities ©frd.Ul I\Uac VI I^ClUSIVCy. the Netted Gem and Osage, the va-
rieties from which it originated, possessing the sweetness of the latter with
the finely netted appearance of the Gem. Fruit oval, about five inches in di-
ameter, shape and general appearance similar to the Netted Gem; of a light
green or faint golden hue when fully ripe. Firm flesh, a rich orange like the
Osage, but even sweeter and higher flavored; ripens close down to the rind, with small seed cavity; the most uniformly
good of any Musk Melon grown. Best shipper, just the size for hotel and table use. Really has no equal as a market
melon for professional growers, and one of the very best sorts for the home garden. An exceptionally pure and fine stock.

PRICE: Large pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; *4 lb., 30c; lb., $1.15, postpaid.

TESTIMONIALS.
The seeds ordered of you were most satisfactory.—Geo. "W. Thomas, Cliftondale, Mass.
The seeds I got of you were perfect. The parsnips did extra well. The melon peaches were grand. Everyone who

tasted them were wild over them.—Miss C. M. Firth, Claremont, Minn.
The seeds I ordered of you last year were all right, the best I ever planted.—Fred Danzl, Avon, Minn.
The seed I purchased from you grew as fine vegetables as I ever saw. I have tried different seedsmen, and find yours

the best of all. I don't ask any better from any company.—A. E. Beam, Dixie, Ind. Ter.

I used your seed for four years and had a better garden than any of my neighbors, except this year I failed to get your
seed, the result being a complete failure, nothing that I planted grew.—Mrs. Sue Farmwalt, Jefferson City, Tenn.

I have used your seeds for 25 years and never had a failure in that time. Have planted them from Galveston, Texas,

to Hagerman, New Mexico, and they always gave entire satisfaction.—W. S. Davisson, Hagerman, New Mexico.
My garden for the last two years has been quite a success from using your seeds; they are clean, fresh and ready grow-

ers, and I cannot praise them too highly. I have the first cabbage in my neighborhood; peas and beans in abundance, and
the New Icicle Radishes are grand.—Mrs, C, F. Nelson, Fredonia, Kansas.



R a t e k i n's

Champion
A cross bet^e

Kolb's Gem a /d
Sweet Heart. fUl

that could be said

of Kolb's Gem as to

good shipping quali-

ties can be truthful-

ly stated in a higher

degree of Ratekin's

Champion. All the

praise of high qual-

ity bestowed on the

Sweet Heart can be

repeated of our new
melon, but its prom-

inent point of merit

is its extreme size. No melon ever yet

produced anything like so uniformly

large fruit nor approaching it in produc-

tiveness; melons weighing from 75 to 90

lbs. are frequent. It is the most prolif-

ic watermelon ever grown. Its color is

a rich, dark green, almost black. Of

uniform, symmetrical shape, roundish to

bluntly oval, and this similarity of shape

running through the whole field.!

PRICE: Pkt., 10c; >z., 15cJ % lb.,

35c; lb., $1.00.

Alabama Sweet. ^ * >
w
*
e;

is a dark green melon with light seeds.

It is first class for shipping purposes.

It is of good size, though not ungainly

like Triumph. Its flavor is simply delic-

ious, and its outside appearance is at-

tractive. Its size and shape are such as

to make it a first rate business melon.

It is of good size, though not ungainly

fur the South, where it has been fully

tested; and I am confident that it will

be a prize winner in the North in all

melon growing sections. PRICE: Pkt.,

6c; oz., 10c; % «»•» 20c; lb., 75c. RATEKIN'S CHAMPION.

ratekin's new national watermelon

Ratekin's New National Melon. ^Vaf^au^^^
in districts where watermelons are not usually grown. The National Is a watermelon of medium to large size and of Weht*f
ble quality. It is of Southern origin, but thrives well in the North. In shape it Is oblong. The outside color is pale witn

dark markings, resembling Seminole, but with markings more distinct. The flesh is brilliant red in color, a™ femarkamy
solid; so solid, in fact, that a 40- lb. National watermelon does not appear to be much larger than a Seminole weigwng omy
25 lbs. The flavor is delicious, and the flesh is entirely stringless. The rind, though thin, is very tough, insunag goo«

shipping Qualities, PRICE; Pkt,. 10c? dz.. 15c*W lb.. 30c; lb.. $1.00.
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Decidedly the

Watermelons—Continued.
Cole's Early.

fi earlJ,

variety for the private garden, but
is too brittle for long shipments. It
is very early and will mature fur-
ther north than most other sorts. Of
medium size, very productive, con-
tinuing to bear throughout the sea-
son. Flesh of bright red color, of
granulated, sparkling appearance. In
flavor it is lusciously sweet and re-
freshing. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz.,
10c; % Ib.t 25c; lb., 75c.

Sweet Heart Melon.
This melon is early, large, hand-
some, heavy, and productive. Shape
is oval; color, mottled light to very
dark green. Flesh bright red, solid,
tender and very sweet. PRICE •

Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 25c; lb-
75c.

Cuban Queen. TaVje
1^

riety, often weighing 80 lbs. and up-
wards; striped light and dark
green; an enormous cropper. PRICE:
Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 25c; lb.,
75c.

Black Diamond.
One of the largest and best shippers
yet produced. A quick seller, and
fine for home market and family
gardens. It has a beautiful red core,
and is sweet and delicious. PRICE:
Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 25c; lb.,

' 75c.
The great home market melon. The old stand-by is our hest general cropper for
the home market; has too thin a rind for shipping unless packed in straw. We

have sold it for many years to our most extensive Nishna Valley growers, for whom it brings the highest prices", and
meets with a ready sale, regardless of other varieties that may be on the market, because it has become a great favorite
with market gardeners and melon dealers and consumers. Few, if any, surpass a True Ice Cream for quality and produc-
tiveness. Medium early; fruit oblong, large size; rind light mottled green; flesh bright scarlet, solid to the center melt-
ing and delicious. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 25c; 1 lb., 75c; 3 lbs., $2.00.

A Southern variety which has become very popular with shippers. The fruit is uniformly large, nearly
round, dark green, indistinctly striped with a lighter shade; rind thin and firm, making it an excellent

shipper; flesh bright red and of good quality. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 20c; lb., 60c.

A large, oblong melon of handsome appearance; skin shows broad bands of
_ white, with narrower ones of green. Its soft, pink flesh is crisp, juicy, very

sweet and solid to the center. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 25c; lb., 75c.

melon. The skin is dark green, flesh bright scarlet, the rind only about one-half
ickness. The scarlet flesh is sweet and sugary and is of such texture that it leaves

no strings of pulp whatever in eating. The melon is better for home use than for shipping, and we believe it is the Best
Table Melon today. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; ^4 lb., 25c; lb., 75c j 5 lbs., by express, $2.50.

WATERMELONS.
One ounce is required for forty hills; three pounds will plant an acre.

A light sandy soil, with good exposure to the sun, is the best for water-
melons. It should be prepared deep, but receive shallow cultivation. Hoe
often and thoroughly. Plant in hills eight or ten feet apart each way.
Plant eight or ten seeds in a hill, and finally, when danger from insects is
past, leave but three strong plants. Thousands of melon growers annually
depend on us for their seeds and are universally pleased claiming that no-
where have they ever obtained seed so pure and reliable. It pays to have
the best. Packets contain about 100 seeds.

Peerless or Ice Cream
have sold it foi
meets with a r<

with market ga
tiveness.' Medii
ing and delicioi

Triumph.
shipper; flesh 1

Mclver Wonderful Sugar.
sweet and solid to the center. PRICE:

Kleckley's Sweet. ^ ta
obl
tE&

Mountain Sweet.

Phinney's Early.
75c.

Kolb's Gem.

The old standard. Best quality. PRICE: Pkt.,
5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 25c; lb., 75c.

Earty, medium size and quite productive.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 25c; lb.,

This variety, on account of its excellent shipping
qualities, is extensively grown for that purpose. Grow

nearly round, and the color is a dark green with lighter narrow stripes—very-
thin and tough rind. Flesh bright red and of good flavor. Our seed is

choice. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 20c; lb., 65c.

Ratekin's Reliable Melon Seeds Please Everybody—They Grow
KOLB'S GEM.

Cppr^TAI OFFFI? * ^e °^esire to have all our customers who order seeds try some of our superior varieties of
>J* i-«V>lr\Li KJl 1 L^S\ . Watermelon Seeds. You may select four packages of any of the varieties named in this cat-
alog, excepting Ratekin's Champion, for 15 cents.

r^i-f-rrktt For preserving; grows uniformly round and smooth; striped and marbled with light green; flesh white and
V>U1U11. solid. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 15c; % lb., 35c; lb., 90c.

I cannot recommend your seeds too highly, especially your cucumbers, tomatoes, melons and beets; and I get more seeds
in a package than I ever got from any other firm.—Mary E. Wood, Arcadia, Ten-n.

Your seeds are all right. Grape vines good, potatoes what claim.—Wm. Memmett, Scipio, Utah.
Ratekin's Champion Melon did the best of any, and stood the drouth wonderfully well. The melons were all good and

salable, and I consider it a fine variety.—W. R. Bronson, Gasport, N. Y.
I do no* think your seeds can be beat. I have used them for about 15 years without any complaint.—Thos. Kayl, Hutch-

inson, Kansa,*
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Watermelons—Continued.
Seminole Wa-
termelon.
Very large, exceedingly
productive, of the finest

quality, and the beau-
tiful red core makes it

attractive. Sweet and
very delicious. Beauti-
ful shape for market.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz.,

10c; % lb., 20c; lb.,

60c; 3 lbs., $1.65.

Monte Christo
In our trial grounds

this has proven to be a
northern strain
of "Bleckley's Sweet,"
and is certainly a very
sweet and delicious mel-
on. It is very large,

dark green color out-

side, and has beautiful
red core and is never
stringy. It is a grand
variety for both mar-
ket and the family
garden. PRICE: Post-
paid, Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c;

% lb., 25c; lb., 75c.

Purchaser's expense:
Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; %
lb., 20c; lb., 65c.

Mixed Water-
melons.

Twelve varie-
ties of the

finest watermelons, the largest,

earliest, sweetest, grown sepa-
rately and seed carefully mix-
ed by us. Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c;

% lb., 25c; lb., 75c.

Dark
Green

Icing or
Mountain.

PRICE: Pkt., 5c;

Fruit round and of medium
size; rind dark green, thin,

but very strong; flesh deep
scarlet; rich, juicy and delic-

ious. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz.,

10c; % lb .,25c; lb., 75c.

Light Icing, n.
preceding but light variety.

PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz.,

14 lb., 25c; lb., 75c.

Apple Pie.
a
t~iT,

round and smooth, striped and
marbled with light green.

Flesh white and solid, seeds
red. It should be borne in

mind that this variety is not
for eating in the raw state,

but for preserves, pickles, etc.

oz., 10c; 2 oz., 15c; % lb., 30c; lb., $1.00.

Pride of Georgia. fabTe
ch ™t%

than the "Kolb's Gem" though not so good a ship-

per, owing to the exceeding thinness and tender-

ness of the rind. In form the melons are an ob-

long oval, bearing indentations somewhat like the

muskmelon. The vines are exceedingly prolific.

PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 25c; lb., 75c.

Gipsy or Georgia Rattlesnake.
A superior early market variety; large, oblong,

the skin green, mottled and striped. PRICE: Pkt.,

5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 25c; lb., 75c.

M HC J.orfl Southern Giant Curled. This true
iVlUdlCtlU* curled-leaf variety is popular in

the South for planting in the fall, to furnish an
early spring salad. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c;

% lb., 25c; lb., 75c.
BEACK BOUEDER. Nearly round, very large

and heavy. Skin a dark black-green. Rind very
thick. A good shipper. Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; %Ib.,
25c; lb., 90c. By express or freight, not prepaid:
lb., 80c.

OSTRICH PETJME MUSTARD. Ornamental as
well as useful. The leaves are long, ruffled and
frilled, and curved as gracefully as an ostrich

plume. The edges are curled and laciniated like

double curled parsley, making the leaves equally as desirable for garnishing. It stands well, even during the hot summer
months, while the young leaves can be cut quite as early as those of other sorts. Pkt., 5c; 5 oz., 20c; ys lb,, 65c.

WHITE ENGUSH or LONDON. Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 20c; lb., 45c.
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RATEKIN'S RELIABLE ONION SFFD -QUR greatest specialty.

FIRST QUALITY ONION SEED. We Would Like to Sell You Your Onion Seed.
There is no crop which depends more upon the quality of the seed than does the Onion crop. GOOD ONION

SEED is of the most vital importance, if you expect satisfactory results. The seed we offer we know is not sur-
passed anywhere; and is always thoroughly tested for vitality before it is sent to customers, so that success is cer-
tain where soil and season are favorable and is equally sure to produce an abundance of well-shaped Onions, free
from scullions or stiff-necks. Our one aim has always been, and is, to sell at reasonable prices, and as low as any
reliable firm in the American Seed Trade, who have an honest reputation for offering only strictly first class onion
seed to their customers.

CULTURE. Onions do best on a rich loam, previously cultivated for two years. Stiff clay and light sand are
equally unfavorable. The land should be highly fertilized with well rotted manure, complete fertilizers, etc. Fresh
stable manure has a tendency to produce soft onions. Drill in four to 5 lbs. of seed per acre, one-half-inch deep. If
sets are wanted, use 60 to 80 lbs. of seed per acre. Six to ten bushels of sets will plant an acre. Fine marketable
size onions (according to variety planted) are easily produced the first year from early spring sown seed. Culture
should be frequent though shallow. The same ground may be used for onions season after season if well fertilized
annually. Bone meal is an excellent fertilizer. Winter storage demands dryness and protection from sudden changes.
Onions should never be handled while frozen.

RATEKIN'S RED GLOBE. This early strain of the well-known Southport or large "Red Globe" onion is a most val-
uable improvement. The handsome shape, color and keeping qualities of this onion make it one of the very best varie-
ties, which are always in demand toward spring. Pkt., 10c; oz., 20c; % lb.,70c; lb., $2.50; 4 lb s., not prepaid, $8.00.
WHITE PORTUGAL. Very desirable for family use. Flavor mild and pleasant; skin silver white; of handsome ap-

pearance, highly esteemed for pickling when young; also for market in the early winter. This is the variety from which
white onion sets are grown. You will make no mistake by planting this excellent sort. It will please you immensely
for any purpose. Buy your seeds from first hands. Selected stock seed of our own growth. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz.,

25c; % lb., 80c; lb., $2.50; 4 lbs., not prepaid, $6.00.
YELLOW GLOBE DANVERS. A very handsome, round or globe shape variety of large size, with thin, yellow skin,

white flesh, fine grained, mild, very firm and the best of keepers. It ripens early, sells readily at the highest prices in

our markets. This is one of the best cropping varieties in existence, has yielded 1,000 bu. per acre; one of our custom-
ers states that his crop averaged over 800 bu. per acre for 9 years. Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c; *4 lb., 70c; lb., $2.00; 4 lbs., not
prepaid, $6.50.

LARGE WHITE GLOBE. The handsomest
market variety in existence, making beautiful,
clean, pure silvery white bulbs of large, even
size, globe shape, mild and pleasant flavor, and
outsells every other variety. It is comparative-
ly a good keeper and undoubtedly the best
white sort. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c; %
lb., 60c; lb., $2.00; 4 lbs., not prepaid, $7.00.

MAMMOTH PRIZE TAKER. This is the
large, beautiful Spanish variety, sold in the
fruit stores and markets of all large cities.

Enormous size, 14 to 16 inches in circumference.
Although of such great size, it is very hard and a good
winter keeper. Outside skin is rich yellow, while the

flesh is white, sweet and tender. They bottom well, are

free from stiff-necks, and have produced more bushels of

marketable onions to the acre than any other variety In

America. In market they attract attention, sell readily

at advanced prices. True American grown seed. PRICE:
Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c; % lb., 60p: lb. f $2.00; 4 lbs., not
prepaid^ $7,00,.
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Onions—Continued.
Mammoth Silver King.

lb., 65c; lb., $2.00.

Australian Brown Onion.

M&mMoth Silver King.

Attractive
iiiMiiiinvr ~— . ~- 0 - form,
flattened but thick through. Single bulbs often at-

tain weights of from 2% to 4 lbs. each. The skin

and flesh are white and of a particularly mild and
pleasant flavor, matures early and is of uniformly
large size and perfect form, and will bring a large

price in market. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c; %
65c; lb., $2.00.

Extra
early,

long keeping; the most valuable variety introduc-

ed in a .generation. The Australian Brown Onion
is of medium size, wonderfully hard and solid, and
most attractive for market, both as to form and
appearance. They are extremely early in ripening

and never make stiff-necks or scullions. Every
seed seems to produce a good sized onion, and the

bulb begins to form very quickly—When the plant

is not over 3 inches high. The coming onion.

Planted at the same time as Red Wethersfield, it

proved to be nearly four weeks earlier and ripened

off more uniformly. From its firmness and hard-

ness, it will keep in good condition longer than

any other onion known. The color of the skin is

a clear amber-brown. So widely contrasted from
any other onion is this color that it will be no-

ticed on market, and when once bought purchas-

ers will most likely call again for those "beautiful

brown onions." PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 15c; %
lb., 50c; lb., $1.75; 5 lbs., $4.50.

Good Onion Seed. £°°
a
d
vSSSL

cheap onion seed is an abomination. The country

is every year flooded with impure or ancient seed

that is offered at a low price, but such seed is m
realitv high-priced, wholly unsatisfactory article.

We are sure that first-class onion seed cannot be

purchased at lower prices than those quoted in

this catalog, and confident that no onion grower in

America can really do better than to send direct

to headquarters, Ratekin's Seed House, Shenan-

doah, Iowa.
FOR 25 CENTS.

One packet each of

the following big
onions: Mammoth
Prize-Taker, Large
White Globe, Rate-
kin's Red Globe,
Mammoth Silver-

skin, Red Wethers-
field, White Portu-
gal. Each packet
of onion seed will

contain about % oz.

Include this collec-

tion in your order

—

vou will not regret
it. NEW WHITE
QUEEN. Small;
noted for extreme
earliness and mild-
ness of flavor; much
used for pickling.
Large pkt., 5c; oz.,

20c; % lb., 50c;
lb., $2.00.
EXTRA EARLY

BARLETTA. This
is a new, distinct
variety ; the very
earliest onion in cul-
tivation. It is fully
two weeks earlier
than the Early
White Queen, which
heretofore has been
the earliest variety
on the market. They
are pure paper white
color, very mild and
delicate in flavor,

1% inches in diame-
ter and % of an inch
in thickness. For
table use and pick-
ling it is most valu-
able. PRICE: Pkt.,
5c; oz., 20c; *4
lb., 65c; lb., $2.00.

SPECIAL PRIC-
ES. As these pric-
es on onions are subject to change during the season we request people desiring to purchase in large quantity to write for
Special Quotations.

CHEAP ONION SEED IS EXPENSIVE AS A GIFT. This country is flooded with it, but we are satisfied that good, fresb
seed, crop of 1908, cannot be purchased at lower prices than quoted in this book. The figures given herewith are the lowesf
prices we will likely be able to quote. Bear in mind, good, sound, plump seed has always been one of our greatest spec-
ialties, and that more than 10.000 onion growers look to us annually for their supply of seed, .^or Onion Sets see page
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Onions—Continued.
fllJIflt A/pfCllvllIC Tnis grand new mammoth variety is aViiaMl TC13UV1U3. foreign sort. It is well shown by our
illustration. In rich soil, under good cultivation, they grow to an im-
mense size the first year. They are of a handsome globe shape, some-
what elongated, veritable beauties, and will attract attention anywhere.
Color almost blood red, flesh nearly white, quality most excellent;
much more tender and mild than the American sort.

PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz., 20c; % lb., 70c; lb., $2.25.

Whiff* RprmilHfl A favorite in th e South. PRICE: Pkt.,wmic Dcrmuud. 5c . oz ., 25c; % ib., soc ; $2.75.We offer a d>iAAA FOR THE LARGEST ONION grown thisprizeof «P* V.W year from seed purchased direct from us.
The mammoth varieties we list on this page may compete. Reports
must be in by October 15th.

Big OfiinrW For table use large onions are much preferableviiiuuo. to small ones and they willthey will also bring a better
price on the market. The five varieties listed on this page are of im-
mense size, splendid quality and yield wonderfully large crops. While
they do not keep quite as well as some other kinds, still they are usu-
ally good till January or February.

OKRO OR GUMBO
In high esteem for soups and stews. A fashionable Southern veg-

etable of easy growth at the North. An annual. The pods are used
when young and tender.
CUI/TURE. Sow in May and June, after the ground is warm, in drills
three feet apart, and thin to 10 inches apart in the rows. An ounce
of seed to 100 feet of row.

Perkin's Improved Giant Green Pod. 4™ e
eI-

teemed by canners and market gardeners. It is a great improvement
on the old green podded sorts. Large, handsome green pods. Fine
quality, very productive, four to five feet tall.

PRICE:. Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 20c; lb., 60c.

One ounce will produce about 1,800 plants.
The culture of Pepper is the same as for Egg Plant; the

plants need quite as much heat to perfect them; though they
mature sooner and may be sown a little later. Guano, hen
dung, or any other bird manure, hoed into the surface soil

when the plants are about 6 inches high, will wonderfully
increase the product and also improve the quality of the
fruit.

SWEET MOUNTAIN. Plants very productive, growing
upright, with moderately large leaves. Fruit very large, long, often 8 in., or more in length by 2 in diameter, very
smooth and handsome, being when unripe of a bright, deep green color, entirely free from any purple tinge, and when
matured of a rich red. Flesh very thick, sweet and mild flavored. Well suited to use as a stuffed pickle. PRICE: Pkt.,
5c; oz., 20c; % lb., 60c.

LARGE BELL OR BULL NOSE. Our stock of this well-known variety, which is sometimes called Sweet Mountain, is

a great improvement on the best stock obtainable only a few years ago. Plant vigorous, compact, very productive, ripen-
ing its crop uniformly and early. It is one of the most popular and desirable sorts. Fruit large, cylindrical, with thick,
mild flesh; quality for use in salads and pickles, color bright red when ripe. Pkt., 5c; oz., 15c; }4 lb., 50c.

CHINESE GIANT. Double the size of Ruby King of thick, blocky form, brilliant scarlet color, ripens comparatively ear-
ly for so large a variety and is productive. PRICE: Per pkt., 10c; oz., 50c; % lb., $1.50.
RED CAYENNE. PRICE: Per pkt., 5c; oz., 25c; % lb., 00c.
CORAL GEM BOUQUET. This new red hot pepper is the finest of the smallest sized varieties. Excellent for pepper

sauce. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz., 50c.
RED CHILI. Small, very hot. Used for pepper sauce. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c; ^4 lb., 60c.
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PEAS.
On© quart will plant about 100 feet of drill; 2 to 3 bushels per acre.

Peas mature quickest in light, dry soil, not too rich. May be sown as early as the ground can be worked, and for a
succession every two weeks up to July, or what is better, select several kinds which will form a succession in maturing.
Sow in drills 2 to 4 feet apart, according to varieties, and 3 or 4 inches deep for general crop, although the first earlies will
come to maturity sooner if only covered IY2 inches. Wrinkled sorts are marked*. They should be sown thicker in the
rows than the smooth varieties, as they are more liable to rot if the ground is wet.

Prices include postage. Pints at one-half the quart rates. 15c per quart discount if sent by express. Packets contain
about two ounces.

Alocl^CI Height two feet, pods rather small, dark green color, well filled, the earliest pea known, being two days
/-VlaalVO.. earlier than the Rural New Yorker, and 70 per cent, of the pods can be gathered at the first picking.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; yz pt., 20c; qt., 50c. By express: y2 pk., $1.25; pk., $2.25.

AmPriPJin \KIf\t\f\(*V The most Popular extra-early variety for the family garden; being very sweet, it cannot
/-YlllCl lLa.ll VV UlltlCl • be planted quite as early as the above, as it will not stand as much cold, wet weather, but
is far superior to the extra early smooth sorts in flavor and table qualities and is quite productive. Of dwarf and robust
habit, growing about 10 inches high, and produces a profusion of good sized, well filled pods, fairly packed with the

finest flavored peas; on good soil each vine will
average 12 pods and each pod six peas. The
vines grow from 8 to 12 inches high. PRICE

:

Pkt., 5c; y2 pt., 20c; qt., 50c. By express: %
pk., $1.25; pk., $2.25.

Fifc-f ctrtA Rocf -A- standard first ear-nr^l dllU Deal, ly variety, popular
with gardeners in all parts of the country.
This variety is perhaps more largely grown by
market gardeners for first early than any oth-
er. Crop is very short this year. PRICE:
Pkt., 5c; % pt., 12c; qt., 40c. By express:
y2 Pk., 90c; pk., $1.65.

Premium Gem. Sf1^6 *£:
fic; a type of and an improvement on the Mc-
Lean Little Gem; pods long and of dark green
color. The most popular sort for family use.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; y2 pt,, 15c; qt., 45c. By
express: y2 pk., $1.10; pk., $2.00.

Iowa Challenge Pea. etVTa-
riety of superior merit which is a favorite with
Shenandoah market gardeners. We can, in con-
fidence, say that after a trial of -nearly all ex-
tra early varieties offered to the trade we have
not found one possessing more merit—hence its

name. For the market gardener it has no su-
perior. It is not only extremely early and pro-
lific, but it is of good flavor. All the good
qualities of the Extra Early are most nearly
brought to perfection in the Challenge. Vines
18 inches. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; y2 pt., 12c; qt.,
40c. By express: y2 pk., 90c; pk., $1.50.

IOWA CHALLENGE PEA.

McLean's Little Gem.
An early dwarf, green, wrinkled
variety, growing about 15 inches
high. When green it is very
large, sweet and of delicious fla-

vor. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; pt., 30c;
qt., 50c.

*Nott's Excelsior.
A superb new variety, and we
are sure our customers will wel-
come it as an ideal family and
market pea. It is fully as sweet
and delicious as the American
Wonder, and grows one-half tall-

er. Pods are larger and it is far
more productive than the Premi-
um Gem, and it is within a day
or two as early as the first early
smooth pea. The peas are ready
for table use within 43 days from
planting. Quality very superior.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; y2 pt., 15c;
qt., 55c. By express: yz pk.,
$1.25; pk., $2.25.

^Everbearing. ?fe\ \

late to very late; hardy, vigor-
ous, enormous cropper, pods and
peas of large size and good qual-
ity. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; y2 pt.,

15c; qt., 45c. By express: y2
pk., 75c; pk., $1.25.

NOTT'S EXCELSIOR.

REMEMBER WE PREPAY POSTAGE ON BEANS AT THE QUART RATE.



78 KATEKIN'S SEED HOUSE, SHENANDOAH, IOWA

Peas—Continued.
Gradus or Prosperity.

Telephone.
; qt., 50c. By expi

Mammoth Luscious Sugar.
be shelled, but the peas and pods
family use. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; y.

Improved Strategem.
large peas of extra fine quality.

Champion of England.

One ot the finest peas for family use. This remarkable pea is not only large and
of the best quality, but it is nearly or quite as early ?„s the small round, extra early

sorts. Gradus is a wrinkled pea with a vine growing about 30 inches high. The pods are of a bright green color, and
measure four inches or more in length, as large as Telephone, and equally well filled with luscious Peas—8 to 10 or more in
a pod. The peas are of the highest table quality and retain in a remarkable manner their color and attractive appearance
after cooking. It is a grand pea in all respects. Pkt., 10c; y2 pt»» 20c; qt., 55c. By express: y2 pk., $1.50; pk., $2.50.

Immensely productive, of the finest quality and excellent sugary flavor; vines very strong, the pods
are of large size, with six or seven large, delicious peas; height 4 feet. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; yz pt., 15

t; qt., 50c. By express: y2 pk., 90c; pk., $1.50.
This new sugar pea bears pods much larger than any other variety, often
six or seven inches long and an inch and one-half broad. They should not

be shelled, but the peas and pods eaten together, as they contain so much sugar, starch and gluten; are very nutritious for
family use. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; y2 pt., 20c; qt., 60c. By express:) y2 pk., $1.25; pk., $2.25.

Late variety for family or market use. Half-dwarf, vigorous, branching habit, and un-
der favorable conditions an enormous cropper. Pods long and filled with seven to nine

large peas of extra fine quality. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; y2 pt., 15c; qt., 50c. By express: y2 pk., 85c; pk., $1.50.
One of the richest, best flavored peas grown. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; y2 pt., 15c; qt.,

40c. By express: y2 pk., 65c; pk., $1.15.

*Bliss' Everbearing.
mous cropper; pods and peas of large size and good quality.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; y2 pt., 15c; pt., 20c; qt., 35c; pk., $1.50.

*Vrkrkchlt-f» Haiti <BiS Gem.) Height, one and
I Ui IVdim C 11C1U. one-half feet. Seeds large,

yellowish green, wrinkled. Quality fine. PRICE: Large pkt.,
5c; qt., 40c. By express or freight: Qt., 25c; y2 pk., 75c;
pk., $1.25.

TotTl XhsitTlh This variety was introduced thirty
1 KJlll I UlilliU. years ago. Fine bushy, growing to
a height of ten inches; foliage heavy; productive; ma-
tures in thirty-five days after sprouting. PRICE: Pkt., 5c;
y2 pt., 15c; qt., 40c. g
Aflarrrklirfa-f Is grown largely by gardeners and alsoJTldliUWiai. sown as a field pea for stock. PRICE:
Pkt., 5c; y2 pt., 10c; qt., 35c. By express. y2 pk., 60c; pk.,
$1.00. i

Field Peas See list of Misceiiane°us Fieid seeds.

PRICES AS GIVEN ARE POSTPAID. IF ORDER-
ED BY FREIGHT OR EXPRESS, AT SENDER'S EX-
PENSE, DEDUCT 7c PER PINT, 15c PER QUART,
FROM PRICES GIVEN.

IMPROVED STRATAGEM.

low Globe Danvers. You ought to find the growing of such onions in quantities very pro-
fitable. Unless you wish them returned, we will keep them and preserve them in our
museum, as an illustration of what Louisiana is capable of producing in this line.—E. J.

Watson, Horticulturist, North Louisiana Experiment Station, Calhoun, La.

IMPROVED GROUND PEA OR PEANUT.
Peanuts can be grown in Iowa and every one should plant a few for themselves and

children.

Ofkrl i^fOQ^ This very desirable variety is as early as the earliest, the most hardy,I\CU V>1 v33. very prolific and of the best quality. Boys, here is a chance for you.
Think of growing peanuts in your own garden and have plenty of them to eat. Shell the
nuts carefully so as not to break the inside skin, and plant as soon as the ground becomes
warm, from two to three feet apart each way, four or five to the hill, covering two inches.
The soil should be deep and mellow. They produce 25 to 70 bushels per acre and are as
easily cultivated as corn. PRICE: Large package, 10c; lb., 40o. By express: 5 lbs., or
more, 25c per lb.

Spanish n>
V
so
y early varIety

'
but tne P°ds are sm all. PRICE: Package, 10c;

While you are ordering peas for the vegetable garden, don't forget
the beautiful Sweet Peas, We have something to say along this

line that Will certainly interest you.

I have been very much pleased with the seeds I have
bought of you the last three years. They have been satisfac-
tory in every respect. We have been very successful with the
Maule's Early Peas; our neighbors ask us "didn't you sweet-
en these peas?" Icicle Radish and Enormous Tomatoes are
winners, as well as good quality. Your Danish Ball Head
Cabbage beat them all in quality.—Ben F. Plummer, Forest
City, Mo.

Your Prizetaker Onion is extra fine; from $3.00 worth of
seed I have 150 bushels of good saleable onions; everyone
who has seen my onion patch says it is the best they ever
saw; they are excellent keepers.—O. M. Wood, Council Hill,

Ind. Ter.
I sent for five ounces of your onion seed, two each of Red

Globe and Prizetaker, and one of Mammoth Silver King.
The Silver King, as they came in early, I bunched and sold

at five cents a bunch; when they were gone I sold Prize-
taker until they were ripe, when I pulled 24 bushels of fine

onions. The Prizetakers were the larger of the two varie-

ties. Old settlers tell me they are the largest onions they
have even seen grown here. I received for the ripe onions

$1.00 per bushel, and after keeping 2% bushels for my own
use, I have sold in all, bunched and ripe, $36.35 worth, and
can say I am well pleased with my onion seed and with all

other seeds ordered from you. I will send you my order for

1907.—Mrs. Laura Sheada, Arcadia, Kan.
The onions came in today; we pronounce them "very

•fine;" in fact, we have never seen a finer specimen of this

particular variety, the Yel-

Sweet Peas.
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PUMPKIN.
Four Pounds Will PlantOne Ounce Will Plant Twenty-five Hills.

One Acre.

Pumpkins are not so particular in regard to soil as melons or
cucumbers, but in other respects are cultivated the same, though on
a larger scale. They are generally raised between hills of corn, but
may be planted with success in fields by themselves.

Pumpkins are sold in the markets in large quantities every fall
and are considered a very profitable crop. They are also valuable
for feeding to stock.

Include a few pounds in your order. Planted with corn two
pounds will plant one acre.

Fruit small and round. A very pro-
lific variety and superior for pies and

table use. The skin is deep orange yellow; an excellent keeper.
PBICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % tb., 20c; lb., 60c.

A PRIZE OF $10.00 will be paid for the largest pumpkin grown
from our seed this year, the report to be sent in not later thai

Sweet or Sugar.

Ratekin's Mammoth Prize.

October 15.

(Sold only In sealed packa-
ges.) The largest pumpkin

grown. Has weighed as high as 225 lbs. A prize winner. The flesh is

fine grained and the quality is excellent. The flesh and skin are of bright
golden yellow color. Notwithstanding its large size it is a fine variety for
pies and is a splendid keeper. If you wish to see just how large a pump-
kin you can grow, try this variety. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz., 20c; *4 lb.,

50c; lb., £1.60.

TiinsnPCP P5fk A crook neck variety. Early. Seeds are marked
JapailCSC fit, very curiouslv. Flesh deep yellow; of fine

quality. Keeps well. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 30c; lb., 95c.

Pcii*1t7 Citrrof f\r Dlo Small, round, flattened, prolific, deep
l^ai ly OUgdL Ul I^IC. orange yellow. Flesh fine grained,
sweet and of the finest qualitv. A good keeper. One of the best for pies.

PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 25c; lb., 75c.

SEEDS WERE O. K.
The plants received by mail last spring came in first class shape and

gave entire satisfaction. The seeds were all O. K.—W. H. Richards,
Spring Valley, Wis.

FROM WAY DOWN SOUTH.
We are using your seeds and find them to be of excellent quality, very

true to name. TVe regard Northern grown seeds as much superior for truck
growers to seeds grown in the South. They mature crops earlier. I am
recommending your seeds to my friends.—C. A. Tiebout, Roseland, La.

The common field or cotr pumpkin. If

you have any live stock to feed, it will
pay you to put in a few acres of these. PRICE: Oz., 5c; *4 lb-» 10c;
lb., by mail, 35c. By express or freight: 10 lbs., $1.75; bn., of 25 lbs.,
?3.00.

Connecticut Field.

WE WANT EVERY ONE OF OUR FARMER FRIENDS, AND
THAT MEANS AXE WHO RECEIVE THIS BOOK, TO PEANT SOME
OF OUR PUMPKINS THIS YEAR.

RATE KIN S

LARGE CHEESE—KENTUCKY FIELD.

LARGE CHEESE PUMPKIN.

Large, round, flattened fruits, with creamy buff skin. It is an
excellent keeping variety, with thick flesh of exceptionally fine qual-

itv. Commonly called sweet pumpkin throughout the West.

PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 20c; lb., 50c.

Votil/na D5<\ This Is the noted New England Pie or Small Sugar Pumpkin. Same shape and color as the "Connecti-
I allKcc Jr lC cu t Field," but smaller, very, sweet, fine grained and one of the best varieties for table use. We have

sold this to thousands of customers in all parts of the country and it pleases everyone for making pies. Early and very pro-

ductive. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 20c; lb., 60c

Mottitnolh T^n-c Also called "Mammoth Whale." Originated near Tours, France, where it is largely grown,
iVlallllllULII 1 UU15. both for feeding cattle and table use. Grows to an immense size, sometimes 3 feet in. length,

and to a weight of 100 to 200 lbs. Flesh of salmon color. «eed of a peculiar shape. Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 30c; lb .,$1.00.
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RADISH
R

One ounce for 100 feet of drill; eight to ten pounds for an acre.

Radish seed should be sown in light, rich soil as early as the ground can be worked, and for a succession, at intervals
of two weeks until midsummer. Radishes must be grown quickly and have plenty of room or they will invariably be tough
and pithy. Sow in drills one foot apart and thin to two or three inches apart as soon as the rough leaves appear. Most of
our radish jseed was grown for us in France, "the natural home of radishes," and we think it cannot be surpassed.

One of the handsomest of the turnip radishes and a great favorite in many large mar-
kets, for early planting outdoors. It is but little later than the "White Tipped Forc-

ing" and will give entire satisfaction where extreme earliness is not the primary object. Roots slightly flattened on the
under side; color very deep scarlet with a white tip; flesh white and of the best quality. Pkt., 5c; % lb., 15c; lb., 50c.

An old standard variety of quick growth, with long, slender roots. Rad-
ishes are ready for market about 25 or 30 days after planting seed; flesh

crisp and mild. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; %lb.,20c; lb., 60c.

T?O^V ClPTTI An imProvement on the fScarlet Turnip, White Tip." Their shape is perfectly globular, with rich, deep
*^vaJ v^tlll. scarlet top, blending into pure white at the bottom, exceedingly tender, crisp, delicious, equally desirable

Early Scarlet Turnip.
ing" and will give entire satisfacl
under side; color very deep scar

Early Long Scarlet Short Top.

for either the market or home garden. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 25c; lb., 75c.
Of handsome, oblong, tapering shape, both skin and

. flesh are pure white. The flesh is Arm, brittle and
tender, and possesses the most desirable character of retaining crispness even when
old and large. Excellent for summer use and withstands severe heat and grows
very quickly. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 20c; lb., 60c.

Smaller and about ten days earlier than "Long Scarlet,"
which it very much resembles. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c;

% lb., 20c; lb., 50c.

FVpflffl RrPd Iffoof A small; handsome variety of very quick growth;
i 1 C11H1 Lll CdlYl da I. one- half-inch in diameter and two inches long. Color
bright carmine with clear white in lower portion. Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 141b., 20c; lb.,

60c.

Non Plus Ultra.

White Strasburg.

•7 4un,nij. i«»VJ

Early Frame.

An improvement on the "Deep Scarlet Turnip."
markably fine in quality, of very quick growth,

ready to pull within 20 days after sowing. Perfectly globular little roots of
bright color and excellent shape; certain to insure ready sale on the market,
one of the best strains of early radishes for forcing. Beds are planted, the
matured and sold and the bed made ready for a
second planting, all in 30 days. PRICE: Pkt., 5c;
oz., 10c; % lb., 20c; lb., 60c.

Improved Chartier. [?nc
a
t

etnV£

Re-
and
very
It is

crop

ance from any radish in cultivation. ' Its form is

well defined by our engraving, the color at the top"
being crimson running into pink about the middle,
and from thence downward is a pUre Waxy white.

20c; lb., 60c.
A new early white radish. This magnificent novelty received its name from the
almost transparent whiteness of the root. Although a long radish of good size,

it vies in earliness with the first forcing sorts. It will produce a radish 3V2 to 4 inches
long in 22 days from sowing the seed. The leaves, are short, admitting of close planting in
the hotbeds. The flesh is very white, crisp and brittle as glass, and of fine mild flavor.

'

PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 15c; %. lb., 25c; lb., 85c.

AV^hitP I Jlflv FlflCFPr An improvement on "White Naples," or "Vienna." Lare:e.
»» iiiiv l^txwy 1 1U5CI • white, crisp variety about as long as "Long Scarlet," and
similar in shape. A very desirable sort. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; *4 lb.,. 20c; lb., GO?.

SraHpf Tlirtlin Wlhlit* Xir» Handsome bright scarlet, white tip. Many^vailvl * WI Ilip, VV II11C lip. gardeners make sowing of it every two weeks
during summer, its fine appearance attracts customers; quality always pleases. PKICE:
Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; y± lb., 20c; lb., 60c.

r^ifiritlflJlf t Met fieP+ An excellent long radish of glossy brilliant scarlet color, hav-
v>iiA^lllliail JTiai IYCI. in g. small top. The best long red radish for forcing. PRICE:
Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % ib., 20c; lb., 60c.

Fflrlv SfJirlpf OHVP A very useful variety. Matures in 25 days, color bright
*J »JVttl ICl V/UVC. scarlet, flesh crisp and tender. Best adapted for main

crop. PRICE: Large pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 15c; lb., 50c.
I consider your garden seeds the best I ever planted, and I am 79" years old, "and have

planted a great many gardens. Your National Watermelon is fine, also Icicle Radish, Toma-
toes, and, in fact, everything I bought of you.—Mrs. Ellen Anderson, Carlton, Ka,n.

Your seeds have all been entirely satisfactory. I never raised finer onions than, from
your seed. Chinese Giant Peppers are magnificent, and Earliest of All Tomatoes are the
Barliest I have ever grown. Luscious Sugar Pea can't be beat.—Mrs. E. Krone, Elk City, Kan.

PRE. vh Breakfast Radish.

PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb.

Icicle.

IMPROVED CHARTIER.
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WINTER RADISHES.
Black Spanish.
Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c ; % lb.,

Rose China Winter.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; %
Ratekin's Radish Mixture.

Scarlet J'urnip White Tipped.

A late and hardy variety of large size. Skin a very dark
brown or black. Keeps well during the winter. PRICE:
20c; lb., 60c

Of excellent quality and a good keeper. Skin a
bright rose color, flesh very crisp and brittle.

PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 20c; lb., 65c.

A superb mixture of all kinds of radish-
es, early, medium, fall, winter, Chinese,

etc. Sow a row of it and it will furnish you delicious radishes throughout the year.
The early and medium ones, as they mature and are pulled, make room for the
larger growth of the fall and winter varieties. This mixture is made up of twelve
best varieties, and with it it is necessary to make but one sowing for the entire year.
You will be surprised and delighted with our popular radish mixture. PRICE:
Pkt., 10c; oz., 15c; % lb., 30c; lb., $1.00.

I f\ncf WAfll+A -A- late and hardy variety of large size. Skin very dark brown
LrUllg VVllllC. or black. Keeps well during the winter. PRICE: Pkt., 5c;
oz., 10c; % lb., 20c; lb., 70c.

California Mammoth White. ^^"^J^i.
regularly to the tip. The flesh is tender and crisp, keeping well through the winter.
PRICE: Large pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 20c; lb., 65c.

Gentlemen:—In regard to the Iowa Silver Mine Seed Corn I purchased from you,
will say I am well pleased with it, and regardless of the unfavorable season we have
had, my corn planted from your seed will make five bushels more per acre than na-
tive corn.—S. P. Hudson, Rush County, Missouri.

I have been using your seeds for the past eight years, and cannot praise them too
highly. Your Enormous and Success Tomatoes are the best I ever raised. I sent a
crate of Success Tomatoes to the Fair at St. Louis, and got the premium.—H. H.
"Warmath, Humboldt, Tennessee.

RADISHES.
OUR LIST CONTAINS ALL. THE VERY BEST RADISHES IN CULTIVATION,

AND PRICES ARE BY MAIL, POSTPAID. ALL OUR RADISH SEED IS THE BEST
FRENCH GROWN AND CAN BE RELIED UPON AS BEING THE BEST IN THE
MARKET.

NEW IDEAL MAMMOTH RHUBARB.
The Rhubarb (or pie plant) is a vegetable which it is difficult to improve and it takes

many years to fully establish a new variety. About twenty-five years ago Dr. Kenni-
cott, of Illinois, in growing roots from seed, found one which was so far superior to, and
different from all others, that he saved it carefully, and the root has been divided and
propagated from year to year until finally we purchased the stock. Like all other highly
improved sorts it seeds sparingly and comes more nearly true to name when grown from
seed than most other sorts. The stalks are as large, if not larger than the Victoria, and
are produced in much greater abundance. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz., 25c; strong roots,
20c each; dozen, $2.00.

The seeds were the best. At our County Fair we took first prize for our tomatoes,
and might have taken prizes on other things if we had brought them. Your Earliest of
All Tomatoes are a wonder, they bear so heavy and are so large and sound; nothing
like them ever seen here before.—Geo. Jacob, Evert, Mich.
NOT A FAILURE.. All your seeds give the highest satisfaction. I do not know of

one failure.—Henry Denison, Fargo, N. D.
I have bought my garden seeds from you for the past 15 years and have always found

them just as represented—true to name and of the very best germination. Your seeds
grow. If everybody sold as good seeds as you do there would be no room for complaint
by anyone.—Truly yours, John Tenyon, St. Charles, Mo.

If there are any seeds you want, it matters not how large or small your order may be, that

is not listed in this catalog, write us, also send full list of your wants and requirements and we
will give you lowest net prices. Always address: RATEKIN'S SEED HOUSE, SHENAN-
DOAH, IOWA.

Rhubarb.

Ratekin's Seeds are the Best Ever.
Mr. Ratekin:—I have bought my seeds from your house for the past twenty years, and I

am free to say I have never bought a packet of seed from you that did not grow. In addition

to this the beauty and satisfaction of it is, I have always found the seedf; fresh and new. In

short, they grow, and have always proven true to name. When I get my seeds from you I

know what to depend upon. Your Northern grown seeds are not only superior to SOUTH-
ERN TRUCK GROWERS' SEEDS, but they are a month earlier and I have garden vegeta-

bles a month sooner than any of my neighbors who plant old, worn-out varieties. I expect to

engage in the truck growing business this year and enclose you a list of seeds wanted. Ii will

probably amount to $60,00 to $75.00. Figure it closely and make me your best wholesale

prices to truck growers. Wishing you the continued success you are so justly entitled to, I

remain, sincerely yours, John J. Russell, Vicksburg, Miss.
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The squash is one
of the most nutri-
tious and valuable of
all our garden veg-
etables. Few farm-
ers appreciate the
value of winter
squash as food for
stock. We think an
acre of squash cost-
ing no more to culti-
vate and much less
to secure will give as
much food available
for feeding stock as
an acre of corn, and
we strongly urge our
readers to try a
"patch" for this pur-
pose. One ounce
early varieties will
plant about 40 hills;

one oz. late varieties
will plant about 20
hills; 3 to 4 lbs. to
the acre.

Splendid summer sort, early, productive, very fine quality. With all the new varie-
ties recently brought out, many claim that there is no summer squash superior to

PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 20c; 1 lb., 65c.

Similar to the Golden Bush; color creamy white; an excellent variety for the fami-
ly garden for early use. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 25c; lb., 75c.

TTrifP FTllflflJl V(\ Tn *s ol<^ variety has for years stood the test of all rivals, and is the most popular winter squash
* 1 uc llUUUOl U« grown; hard, green shell; flesh bright orange yellow, fine grained, very dry, sweet and of rich
flavor; keeps in perfect condition throughout the winter. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 35c; lb., $1.25.

A new strain of the Hubbard. The wartiness indi-
cates a very hard shell which is one of the best fea-

tures of long-keeping squash. It also denotes extra choice quality—the harder and
more warty the shell of a Hubbard, the more delicate and sweet the flesh. The flesh,

however, is not so thick as the above. Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 25c; lb., 90c.

A splendid winter variety. Shell
very hard, light blue color; flesh

similar to the Hubbard in quality. Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 35c; lb., $1.00.

Dpf-pppf CiPtTI Is a stron£ grower, as many as 24 squashes having beenrCl lCtl V1CI11* produced on a single vine. The squashes are from four to
six inches in diameter; of a creamy white, with thin, smooth shell, slightly ribbed.
The flesh, when cooked, is dry, sweet and rich in flavor. It is a splendid keeper.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 25c; lb., 85c.

Early Bush Crookneck.

White Bush Scalloped.

Warty Hubbard.

Blue Hubbard or Marblehead.

Sibley or Pike's Peak.
WARTY HUBBARD.

PRODUCTIVE
EARLY

BEAUTIFUL
GOOD

We consider this one of the very best ^winter
varieties. It has the reputation of being the

only variety surpassing the Hubbard in quality. Has large oval fruit tapering at the
blossom end. Shell hard, dark olive green color, flesh light orange color of the very
best quality. Vines of strong growth and very productive. Seed has been very

scarce for several years past, but we have a good supply. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 30c; lb., $1.00.NEW GOLiDEN wa^ ——
HUBBARD SQUASH K «-»

—Productive, Early,
Beautiful, Good.
This is a True Hub-
bard Squash, except
in color, which is
bright golden. The
vine is a vigorous
but not a rampant
grower and wonder-
fully productive, ex-
pending the energy
derived from liberal
fertilizing in the
production of an in-
creased number
rather than of over-
grown and coarse ^
fruits, as some va-
rieties are apt to do.
It ripens its crop
very early and uni-
formly, thus making
it a certain cropper.
The fruits are very
uniform in size,
weighing from six to
eight lbs., and in
shape are like the
Hubbard. Though
maturing early they
are wonderfully long
keepers, so they can
be held over in good
condition for spring
use. The shell is

warty, hard and
strong and a very
beautiful orange-red
color, except for a bit of olive green on the blossom end. The flesh is a deep orange and uniformly so to the rind, nev-
fcr having the green tinge so objectionable in other sorts. It cooks very dry, fine grained and good flavored. We believe this
is the best fall and winter sort yet introduced, and that it deserves to and will become a most popular variety. It certainly
has no superior as a table squash. Send to RATEKIN'S for the best seed. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz.* 10c; % lb., 25c; lb., 75c.

There is no vegetable you will appreciate more than bur early squashes. Try them.



RATEKIN'S SEED HOUSE, SHENANDOAH, IOWA 83

MAMMOTH SANDWICH
ISLAND.

SALSIFY
OR VEGETABLE OYSTER

One ounce will sow 50 feet of drill; eight pounds to the acre.

Why don't you sow salsify? We are certain if you grow it one year you would never be with-
out it. It is one of the most delicious and nutritious of vegetables, and should be more generally
culcivated for use in winter, when the supply of really good vegetables is so limited. It has the
true oyster flavor, and makes a delicious and unexpensive substitute for them in soup. Cultivate
like parsnips.

Mammn+fl ^anrlwirfl T«1anH Average fully double the size of the old LongiVldmmOin OanUWltn lMdllU. white. Roots are white, smooth and, notwith
standing their enormous size, are of superior quality. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 15c; *4 lb., 40c;
lb., $1.20.

WlCmtlQIfl Clfllflpn A distinct and valuable new sort. The roots are large, smooth
VV lal^Uiiaill VlUlUCllf an& have a decided yellow cast which gives it its name. They
cut smooth and even throughout, unusually brittle and never stringy. When prepared for the
table they are very rich, tender and delicious in flavor. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c; *4 lb., 60c;
lb., $1.60.

SPINACH.
One ounce will sow about 80 feet of drill; 10 lbs. to the acre.

The finest "greens" of any plant in cultivation. For summer sow early in spring in deep, rich
soil, in drills one foot apart; cover one inch; sow at intervals of two weeks throughout the sea-
son. For very early spring use, sow the first of September; protect by covering with straw.

This new variety is distinguished for its exceedingly dark black-green color,
and also for its very long standing qualities, being from two to three weeks

later than the ordinary varieties. The leaves are thick and spread out flat upon the ground.
It is excellent for spring sowing, but not sufficiently hardy to withstand the winter in this locality.

PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 20c; lb., 35c. By express: 5 lbs. or more at 25c.

A Savoy-leaved curled variety. Very highly valued; especially In the
South. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; ^4 lb., 20c; lb., 40c.

Victoria.

Bloomsdale.

New Zealand. Very useful to supply the place of
the ordinary spinach during the

very hottest months of the year, or in dry, arid localities.

A few plants will supply a family with this delicious veg-
etable from July to October. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c;
*4 lb., 30c; lb., $1.00.

TOMATOES.
One ounce will produce about 2,500 plants.

Sow early in hotbeds or seed boxes and when plants have
four leaves transplant to four or five inches apart. Give
plenty of air and endeavor to secure a vigorous growth.
When all danger of frost is past transplant to the open
ground, four to six feet apart each way. Well manured,
light sandy soil is best, but it must be remembered that a
surplus of manure stimulates leaf growth to the detriment
of the fruit. Through long years of selection we have now
a stock of tomato seed which is far superior to that of most
other dealers. Our packets contain from 500 to 1,000 seeds.

VICTORIA SPINACH.

Improved Trophy.

RATEKIN'S EARLIEST TOMATO.
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!!P. ««« se—Hy ribbed;" d^ep' pSrZsmall seed cells; of sweet flavor. In good soil fruits

PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 40c; % lb., $1.25; lb., $4.00.

Ratekin's Earliest Tomato. ?^f°0
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you sow "Ratekin's Earliest," you will have with favorable weath-
er, fine tomatoes in ninety days from sowing the seed. It is an ex-
cellent shipper, being exempt from rot or cracking, ripens all over
at once, and is a wonderfully smooth tomato—none smoother.
PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz., 25c; % lb., 75c; lb., $2.50.

P^Vnrlfp Medium-size fruit of rich, dark red color. PRICE:l avuiiic. Pkt. f 5c . OZ f 15c . 1/4 m 50c . w $165
Aprrip -A popular early variety, with smooth, round, purple

.
fruits, of medium size. Ripen a large number early

in the season, Fruits are rather soft and liable to crack. PRICE:
Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c; % lb., 60c; lb., $1.75.

First of modern improved kinds.
Our "Improved Trophy" is a sort

whose vigorous and productive, large, solid, smooth, fine flavored,
beautiful fruit will satisfy the most exacting. Much liked for can-
ning as well as fresh. Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 65c; lb., $2.00.

StlflfVc' F*d f\ 1 d tl £1 Tne Earliest Large Tomato in theuKai liaiia. World. Probably no early tomato in-
troduced in many years has attracted so much attention, and has
so large a sale as Sparks' Earliana. Early tomatoes are invariably
small in size. This valuable new variety, originated by George C.
Sparks, of New Jersey, is not only extremely early, but is remarka-
ble for its large size, handsome shape and beautiful red color. Its
solidity and fine qualities are fully equal to many of the best late
sorts. Extra early tomatoes are one of the most profitable crops for
the market gardener. You will make no mistake by planting
Sparks' Earliana. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; % oz., 30c; oz., 50c.

PflflflplVICfl Tnis is the largest-fruited tomato and of
V/aa. fine quality for slicing. Vines are of strong,

i; deep purple in color. Solidly fleshy, with
frequently attain a weight of one pound and over; late to ripen.
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Tomatoes—Continued.
Extra Early Advance. Unquestionably the earliest of

all. If you sow "Advance" you
will have, with favorable weather, fine tomatoes in ninety days from
sowing the seed. It is an excellent shipper, being exempt from rot
or cracking, ripens all over at once and is a wonderfully smooth to-
mato; none smoother. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 15c; }4 1ft., 60c; lb.,
$1.65.

DWARF CHAMPION TOMATO.

Dwarf Champion.
EARLY ADVANCE TOMATO.

Its habits of growth are
peculiar, for not only is

it dwarf and compact, but the stem being thick, stiff

and short-jointed, it is almost self supporting when
laden with fruit. In productiveness it is unsurpassed. It is also very early; the fruit is of a purplish pink color, always
smooth and symmetrical and the flesh solid and of fine quality. Can almost be called a tree tomato. The best variety to
grow for plants for sale, as they are so stocky. Seed is very scarce this year. Pkt., 5c; oz., 25c; *4 lb., 75c; lb., $2.50.

Do'tAk'in'c R<*5*11"fv Tfimi*"fn *ts size > beauty, shape, color, flavor, durability and productiveness, make it de-i\dlCMII a UCftUiy 1 UllldlU* sirable to all classes of tomato growers; glossy crimson with slight tinge of
purple. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 25c; % lb., 75c; lb., $2.25.

fffvlrfpfi OllPPfl The suPerior flavor of the yellow varieties is bringing them into favor as table fruit, and those
VJU1UCI1 Vc**CCIl» who think of a yellow tomato as the rough fruit of the old yellow sorts will be surprised at
this smooth, beautiful fruit, as smooth as the best of red varieties, and of a fine and distinct flavor. PRICE: Pkt., 5c;
oz., 25c; % lb., 75c; lb., $2.50.

pArf^ri 5 rktl Solid flesh, always smooth, and of blood-red color. This is a general favorite, equally desirable for th«
r^Cl 1CC11U11. home garden, for shipping and for canning. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 15c; % lb., 50c; lb., $1.75.

j^JXCCl TOmatOCS F°r the advantase of some of our customers who would like to try all kinds, we have pre

PRICE: Pkt. r 5c; oz., 30c

j

pared this mixture of the varieties named and several others which we think will please all.

% lb., 85c.

j\A o+pf-ilpcc Well worthy of its name, for in beauty of color and symmetry of form it is indeed without a peer.
illulvlllCSSi The vines are of strong, vigorous growth, well set with fruit; are entirely free from core, of the finest
flavor, of a very rich cardinal red color and not liable to crack from wet weather; of largest size, and the size of the fruit
Is maintained throughout the season. Solid, a fine quality, and keeps well. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 25c; % lb., 75c; lb., $2.500

Yellow Plum

or Pear
For pickling and preserves.
Fruit uniformly oval, lam-
on colored and smootk
skinned. PRICE: Pkt.,
5c; oz., 25c; *4 lb., ttfej

lb., $2.25.

For 25 Cents

We will send postpaid sev-
en packets of any variety
of our tomatoes you may
select. Value 40 cents for
25 cents.

Harrison Co., Iowa,
Sept. 12.

Dear Sirs:—I purchased
both Pride of Nishna and
Iowa Silver Mine Seed
Corn from you last spring;
planted between showers
from May 8 th to 23rd;
gave good cultivation, and
yield promises 60 bushels
per acre, and is safely out
of the way of frost now.

Very truly,
«. W„ HsuP.
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kaATUHTOMATOES
Continued.

Maw Qfnnp Thi9 is the heavi -mCW OIU11C. est and most solid
fruited of the large tomatoes of good
quality. Our stock is distinctly supe-
rior to most of that offered under this
name r being more uniform, better col-
ored and larger. Vines vigorous and
productive. Fruit round, apple shaped,
very large, very deep red in color and
astonishingly heavv. PRICE: Pkt., 5c;
oz., 20c; % lb., 65c; lb., $2.25.

FOR 25 CENTS
we will send postpaid seven packets of
any variety ' of our tomatoes you may se-
ect. Value 40. cents for 25 cents.

Increase Your Corn Crop
Every farmer who strives to in-

crease his corn crop has two ways
to do it. He can increase the yield
per acre or plant more acres. The
farmer who wants more corn will
do well to study the first method be-
fore he decides on the latter. Good
Seed, and Change of Seed, is the
first essential to a larger yield of
better corn; therefore, plant Rate-
kin's Improved varieties and add 2 0

to 50 per cent, to your corn crop.
Read what we say about corn on
first thirty pages.

RnflH'c Fj1t*1v Mi tillPCnta This handsome new variety is, we believe, the earliest in existence. Vines vigor-UU1IU a l^ai 1 V iTllllllCoUia.. ous With rather small leaf. When quite small begin producing fruits which are
of fair size, of good shape, smooth, dark red color. They ripen evenly, remain solid a long time and never crack. Thos.
H. Brinton, who grows about 100 varieties of tomatoes, has originated several of our best sorts, writes: "Bond's Early
Minnesota is the best early tomato we have tried." PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 25c; % lb., 75c; lb., $2.25.

GOLDEN NUGGET. Described with novelties. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz., 50c.
MAJESTIC. The largest and finest variety. PRICE: Pkt. of 200 seeds, 15c.
Your Success Tomatoes have no equal, I cannot say too much in their favor. The tomato stands the dry weather better

than any variety I have ever planted.—E. J. Andrus, Opelousas, La.
I have used your seeds for several years, and would not do without them for double their cost. The Success Tomato is

the finest for all kinds of use I have ever had in my garden. Everyone should plant Success. I know they would be pleased
with this wonderful tomato.—Sallie E. Walker, Peryear, Tenn.

I have a half acre of your grand Success Tomato and for fruit I have never seen its equal. I have planted three feet
each way and they are one mass of fruit.—H. E. Howell, Nephi City, Utah.

PARSNIPS.
One ounce will sow 200 feet of drill; 5 lbs. to an acre.

Sow early in spring in good rich soil, which has been plowed deep, in drills
15 inches apart, covering half an inch. Thin to 5 or 6 inches apart in rows.
They are improved by frost.

. LONG SUGAR OR HOLLOW CROWN. The old standard. PRICE: Pkt.,
5c; oz.. 10c; y2 lb., 20c; lb., 40c.

IMPROVED OR TABLE GUERNSEY. A greatly improved and wonderful-
ly fine strain of the Guernsey Hollow Crown Parsnip. The roots do not grow
as long as the Hollow Crown, but are of greater diameter and more easily
gathered. A very heavy cropper: the roots are smooth, with a deep hollow
crown and a small top. The flesh is fine grained and sweet and of excellent
quality; cooks evenly all the way through to the center, which is fine, soft
and even quality as outside portions.

PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 25c; lb., 65c.

PARSLEY.
Sow in March, thinly in

drills 1 foot apart and %-
in deep. Soak seed in
warm water a few hours
before sowing. For win-
ter use protect in a glass
frame or light cellar.
Very useful for flavoring
soups and stews and for
garnishing. The green
leaves are used for flavor-
ing, or they may be dried
crisp, rubbed to a powder
and kept in bottles until
needed.

MOSS CURLED. Very
select stock, most beauti-
fully crimped and curled.

PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz.,

10c; % lb., 25c; lb., 80c.

HAMBURG. A turnip-
rooted variety, used for fla-

voring soups, etc.

PRICE; Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c;

MOSS CURLED PARSLEY.

lb., 20c; lb., 65c.
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RUTABAGAS.
Purple Top.

•^""^VS* ground and yellow belo
variety in every way.
50c.

A large early sort of fine quality. Roots
globe shaped, skin purplish red above

flesh yellow, necks small. An excellent
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 30c; lb.,

Monarch. This grand, new and distinct form of ruta baga
is, we believe, by far the best of all. The bulbs

are of tankard shape, with very small neck, skin dark red above
ground and yellow below, flesh rich yellow, fine grained and best
quality. Only variety succeeding on our prairie soil. PRICE:
Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 20c; lb., 50c; 5 lbs. or more, not pre-
paid, at 35c.

solid, fine quality, valuable
the table and for feeding

stock; good shape; smooth skin, small neck; keeps well; a choice
strain. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; ^ lb., 20c; lb., 45c; 5 lbs.
or more, not prepaid, at 30c.

WhlfA ^U/PPf riprmsri Large size, oval form and very
VV IUIC O WCCl VJClllldll. solid; flesh pure white and
sweet. The best keeping variety. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; %
lb., 20c; lb., 50c; 5 Jbs. or more, not prepaid, at 35c.

Large size, excellent
quality and immense

2 yielder. PRICE: Pkt.. 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 20c; lb., 40c; 5 lbs.
or more, not prepaid, 25c.

ONE COW. If you have even one cow, it will pay you to grow

Improved American. 7G
e
r

ry

Carter's Imp. Hardy Swede,

some RUTA BAGAS, MANGELS, CARROTS AND PENCILARIA.

ROOTS.
HorSCradtefl Fine. large, thick roots may be grown in a single season by planting the young roots early in the
* Ctltloll. spring in good, rich loose soil. Fresh plantings should be made from year to year as the old roots

grow rough and prongs. Small roots by mail doz., 25c; per 100, $1.00.

RHUBARB.
CtlltUrP Usually multiplied by division of roots. Plant four feet apart each way, in very rich soiluuiiuit. grown from the seed which we herewith offer. Rhubarb is a gross feeder and will; make good
strongest manure, either fresh or rotted. Pull as long as demand continues,
vate well and top dress liberally twice a year, in early spring and at the end
from seed and used for forcing during winter.

Victoria A good market sort. Stalks red. This is sometimes called "wine plant

Can easily be
use of the

which is usually one or two months. Culti-
of pulling season. Plants are easily grown

common kinds of pie plant. PRICE: Pkt., 5c

j

% lb., 75c.oz., 25c;

HERBS.
ANISE. Used for garnishing and flavoring; the seeds have an agreeable aromatic taste.
DILL. Stems and seeds are used for flavoring and pickling with cucumbers. PRICE:
SAGE. Much used for flavoring and dressing. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c.
SUMMER SAVORY. For flavoring soups, etc. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c.
THYME. Used for seasoning soups, sausages, etc. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c.

and is very much superior to the

PRICE:
Pkt., 5c;

Pkt., 5c;
oz., 10c.

oz., 10c.

TOBACCO.
It is not generally known that Tobacco can be successfully grown in the West. A year's supply of good smoking Tobac-

co can be easily produced on a small plot of ground. The seed should be sown on a finely prepared seed bed early in the
spring, and when about six inches high the young plants set out two feet apart in rows three feet apart and cultivated fre-
quently.

(T'f\t\t\C^o\\ fllT 1 oaf Best adapted to the Northern and Middle States, as it is hardier and matures its crops
VjUllllCllllUl LrCdl. earlier than other varieties. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 25c.

f^Y\(\iCPk HavfltlJi An Americanized strain of this popular Cuban variety. Fine texture and superior flavor.
V^IIvICC llOVaiKl. Largely used for making the famous Havana cigar.

COMPLETE
PLANET JUNIOR"
Descriptive Catalogue

SENT FREE

'PLANET JR." No. 4 Combined
Hill and Drill Seeder and

Single Wheel Hoe.
holt's mammoth sage.—(Average size leaf.)

If you have a vegetable garden you will find the "Planet Jr." No. 4 Combined
Hill and Drill Seeder and Wheel Hoe Cultivator and Plow to be almost indispensa-
ble. In sowing it quite equals our best seeders; in cultivating it is the equal of

our best wheel hoes. Drills or drops all garden seeds regularll, producing regular
stand and even growth. Cultivates all vegetables between the rows, on each side

of the row, throws dirt to or from the row, hills up, marks out, plows, levels, etc.

Instantly changed from one to the other. This tool cannot be too highly recom-
mended. PRICE: Complete, $11.00. As a seeder only, $9.00.

"PLANET JR." No. 1 Combined Drill and

Wheel Hoe.

Satisfactory in every way, both as a drill and as a cultiva-

tor. It has a complete set of cultivating tools and all its oper-
ations are rapid, easy, perfect and delightful. When used as a
drill the seed is sown with great regularity and at uniform
depth. Hopper holds one quart. From a drill it is changed to

its other uses by unscrewing but two bolts, when any of the

attachments shown in the cut can be quickly made ready for

use. PRICE: $9.00.
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Extra Early
Purple Top
Milan. earn?
est sorts in cultiva-
tion. The bulb is

very flat, of medium
size, quite smooth,
with a bright pur-
ple top. PRICE:
Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c;
*4 lb., 20c; lb., 60c.

Early White
Milan Much
iYllld.ll. like the
above, but it is pure
white all over, in-
stead of having pur-
ple top. Quite pop-
ular with garden-
ers. PRICE: Pkt.,
5c; oz., 15c; % lb.,

30c; lb., $1.00.

Golden Ball

or Orange
Jelly. £ e

v
a
e
u?

tiful and bright yel-
low turnip of medi-
um size. It is har-
dy and one of the
best of keepers. Flesh extremely firm and solid. Always brings a good price In
the market. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 20c; lb., 60c.

Similar to above, except in sh?pe. The largest
yielder of any turnip on the list; desirable for

table use or stock. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; *4 fb,9 20c; lb. f 50c; 5 lbs. or
more, not prepaid, 35c per lb.

Fsiflv SfinwIlJlll A Sl° De - sliaP e<i. white-skinned turnip, which Is ex-
l^dl ly JllUWUailt ceedingly productive, very early and particularly
adapted for family or market use. Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; ^4 lb., 20c; lb., 60c.

The standard for this part of the
country for late planting. Round,

flat, good sized, small top, good flavor. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz.t 10c; % lb., 20c;
lb., 50c; 5 lbs. or more, not prepaid, 35c per lb.

Early White Flat Dutch.
Pkt., 5c; oz., 10; % ft., 20c; ft., 50c.

Purple Top Globe.

Purple top Strap-Leaved,

quality. Good size and tender. PRICE:

V^fllfP FcFCF A Quick growing, egg-shaped, perfectly smooth, pure white
¥» 111LC L~<££g* variety with small top and leaves. The flesh is very sweet,
firm and mild, never having the rank, strong taste of some of the early varieties.
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % ft., 20c; ft., 70c.

All the table varieties of turnips mixed in equal proportions
use. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % ft., 20c; ft., 60c.

PURPLE TOP GLOBE.

Mixed Turnips. A desirable mixture for family

IN CONCLUSION.
In making up our Catalog and list of Farm, Field, Grass and Vegetable Seeds, we have included all the

varieties of merit, which have been tested and found satisfactory, and we especially recommend all sorts

contained in this Catalog. We believe the different varieties listed to be unexcelled by any seed growers,

seed house or seed firm anywhere. Great care has been exercised in the selection of varieties and in growing

the seeds. Every precaution and safeguard possible have been exercised. It is our highest ambition to

please our customers—to help them to grow better crops from our seeds, if possible, than from seeds

sent out by any other house. In short, we want to make it an object to you to send your orders and trade

to us. Once a customer, we are confident you will remain with us and will never send elsewhere for your

seeds as long as we send you good seeds and treat you fairly
—

"give you an honest deal."

Our prices are as low as good seeds can be sold for anywhere and allow a reasonable profit. They are

the very best obtainable anywhere, at any price, and we want every one who receives this Catalog this sea-

son to at least send us a trial order. It matters not how large or small it may be, it will have the same
careful attention, and we will try to serve you in a manner that will please you.

They Grow to Perfection in the Big State of Texas.
I want to write just a line to say the vegetable and garden seeds I sent to you for last spring grew to

perfection. Our garden, and it was a good one, was the best we ever grew, and the beauty of it was, we
had vegetables a month before anyone who planted Southern grown seed. Inclosed find list of seeds want-
ed this year. It is a good bill and will amount to $25 or $30, and I want the best discounts you can make
me, but remember I want your highest grade of new crop seeds. The Peep O' Day Sweet Corn was the
wonder of the world. The Red Wethersfield Onions were every one prize takers in size. The cucumbers
were the finest, earlist I ever grew. In short, the seeds I got from you were ahead of anything I have ever
grown or seen in Texas. Trusting to have an early reply and quotations on my bill of seeds, I remain,

Yours very truly, John Dennison, Ft. Worth, Texas.
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A NOTE FOR
THE LADIES

The best advertisement
of Ratekin's Seeds has been
the kind words spoken by
admiring friends. We have
over 65,000 customers on
our books, most of whom
were first induced to try
Ratekin's seed, plants or
bulbs through the recom-
mendation of mutual ac-
quaintances.
We naturally want this

good work to keep right on,
and every catalog sent out this year to bring not only one order but two, if possible.

This Seed Annual is certainly one that we are proud of, and one whioh we are sure will interest every lover of beauti-
ful flowers. When, visiting some friend or when a friend may be visiting you this winter or spring, if she is not already ac-
quainted with Ratekin's seeds, plants, etc., won't you show them this Seed Annual, calling attention to the many liberal
offers, such as: 25 cents extra in seeds for every dollar sent us for seed by packet or ounce. Special offers on different veg-
etable seeds. Also the many other offers all through our Seed Annual.

In connection with all named above we are going to give the following special premium free: To any of our lady custom-
ers who may send us an order for 50 cents worth, or more, of our Flower Seeds, their choice of any one of our Rambler
Roses listed further on in this Seed Annual. Postpaid to any postoffice in the United States, when mentioned in your order.

We are after 10,000 new customers this season and we trust you will assist us to find three or four in your neighborhood.
Hoping we will have the pleasure of sending you someirbf our flower seeds along with other seeds for the coming season,

and assuring you we are always at your command when we can serve you.

ASTERS.

A Very Selected List of Flower Seeds.

We are pleased to offer a
very choice list of the most
popular and easily grown
flower seeds. They are all
strictly fresh and first-class,
and the best obtainable. We
know you will be pleased with
them, as they will undoubted-
ly prove a thing of joy and
beauty. We urge every farm-
er (under the supervision and
efficient assistance of the good
wives) to plant and adorn the
home with flowers; it will pay.
in more ways than one.

We regret that we cannot
illustrate every one of the va-
rieties we list, but space for-
bids. Many varieties that are
usually listed separately we
have included in a single
package under the name of
mixed varieties.

The pleasure resulting
from a large and varied col-
lection of flowers will amply
repay for the time and labor
used.

The grade and varieties we
handle are of the best, so we
cannot make any great cut
on prices, filling the packages
as we do. We can guarantee
you great value for the-mon-
ey, and know you will be fully
satisfied if you pass us your
order. Our list contains the
up-to-date varieties.

AcfArc Jt *s unnecessaryA31C13 « to dwell on the

J. W. RATEKIN, Proprietor.

BALSAM.

great beauty of these popular favorites, as they are appreciated by everyone. Our seed is the finest that France and Germa-
ny can produce. We recommend our friends to plant a number of varieties, as no other annuals afford so magnificent a
display during the summer and fall. Hardy annual.
For $1.00 you may select Seeds in Pkts. amounting to $1.25. For $3.00 you may select Seeds in Pkts. amounting to $2.50.
For 3.00 you may select Seeds in Pkts. amounting to 3.75. For 4.00 you may select Seeds in Pkts. amounting to 5.00.

DWARF CHRYSANTHEMUM—FLOWERED. Very desirable on account of its large and perfect flowers, great beauty
and late blooming; mixed, 10-inch. PRICE: 5c.

QUEEN OF THE MARKET. Of graceful spreading habit; its great merit is its early flowering character, being in full

bloom fully two weeks before any other Aster begins to blossom; mixed colors; 12-inch. PRICE: 8c.

FINE MIXED. Embracing a great many varieties and colors. PRICE: Pkt., 5c.

ANTIRRHINUM (Snapdragon). Gaily colored flowers. Choice mixed. .PRICE: Pkt., 5c.

Rarfiplnr'c Rlltfrmc Jt is a beauty, the national flower of Germany, and a great favorite in all parts of the old
U<*CI1CHJI 0 I

J

II 1 1 <LM IJ . country. A unique little plant, forming a dense mass of foliage, over which are borne hun-
dreds of lovely blue blossoms, beautifully fringed and serrated. Hardy annual.-; two to three feet high. PRICE: Pkt., 5c.

CcHlfl£l
Stately and highly ornamental foliage plants, growing from five to ten feet high, _and forming a most beau-

Algeratum.
tiful object for the lawn or for large circular beds. Mixed, all colors. PRICE: Pkt., 5c.

"Valuable plants for large beds or bor-
ders, and very useful where cut flow-

ers are in demand; in bloom the whole summer; also good
for winter blooming in pots; succeeding in any soil. Indis-
pensable for bouquets. Hardy annuals.

FINE MTXED. 13-inch. PRICE: 5c.
ADONIS. Scarlet flower; bast mixture. Pkt., 5c.

Raloomc LADY SLIPPERS, or TOUCH-ME-NOT.
These are old favorites with everyone, ow-

ing to their handsome double flowers, brilliant colors and
stately growth. Half-hardy annuals.

CAMELIA, FLOWERED. Double, very choice; spotted
and variegated with white, mixed. PRICE: 5c.

FINE MIXED. Finest varieties and colors, mixed. 5c.

DOUBLE CAMELIA—FLOWERED. These are (like As-
ters, Pansies, Phlox and Peas) one of our specialties, which
we sell to the best trade all over the country, and we know
that our seed will produce fine, large, double flowers in

great abundance.

AhfCClltn ^WA<vf- White in clusters; beautifulAiySSUm jWeei. for borders. PRICE: Pkt., 5c.

Rallrirm \Tit1t* A very Pretty> raPid mowing climb-
Uclll\J\Jll V 111C* er> succeeding best in a warm sit-

uation. Remarkable for its inflated, semi-transparent cap-
sules. Sometimes called "Love in a Puff." Flowers whit*.

PRICE: Pkt.. 5c.
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FLOWERS-Continued

Cyp
Daisy

CAL.CEOLARIA. Mixed col-
ors. Pkt., 10c.

(

CANTERBURY BELLS. Very
ornamental garden plants of easi-
est culture; hardy biennial, 2 Ms
feet high, producing large, bell-
shaped flowers of exquisite colors.
Fine mixed. Pkt., 5c.

CARNATION. The finest of
the Pink family, very fragrant.
Our seed is unsurpassed. Finest
mixed, the best greenhouse varie-
ty. Pkt., 10c.

CINERARLA As will be seen
by the illustration from a single
plant, the Cineraria" is a wonder
for wealth of bloom and symmet-
ry of form.

CANDYTUFT LARGE FLOWERING MLX- CANTERBURY BELLS.LAjNUiiuJJi. ED. Pkt., 10c.

TPSS Viflf* A Deautiful climber with delicate, dark green foliage, and an abundance of bright star-shaped scar-
* » U1V « let and white blossoms, which in the bright sunshine is a mass of beauty. Mixed colors. Pkt., 5c.

(Bellis Perennis). Will make young, strong plants to carry 'over
winter with protection, and blooms very early in the spring.

FINE DOUBLE MIXED. Six-inch. Pkt., 5c.NEW GIANT SNOWBALL. A most charming variety of this handsome little
flower. Don't fail to give this little beauty a fair trial, and it will be sure to
please you. PRICE: Per. pkt., 10c.

DAHLIA. Every one knows and admires the Double Dahlia, but few are
aware that it can be grown so easily from the seed, and flowers the first season.
DOUBLE MLXED. Finest varieties, two to four feet. Pkt., 5c.
FOX-GLOVE (Digitalis) . Showy for backgrounds and borders and are vrry

beautiful when planted among shrubs. Thrives in any ordinary garden soil.
Fine mixed colors. Pkt., 5c.

DIANTHUS (Pink). The China and Japan Pinks are deservedly very popular,
as few flowers can equal them in beauty and profusion of bloom.

CHLNESE (Double Chinese Pink). A splendid mixture; one of the finest va-
rieties; One foot. Pkt., 5c.

FANCY MIXED. Pkt., 5c.

CANDYTUFT (Iberis). Among the most useful of perfectly hardy annuals.
Will grow in any soil, requires no care, and produces neat clusters of
flowers very freely.

EMPRESS. A beautiful, pure white variety of branching habit, pro-
ducing trusses of flowers. We can recommend this for a fine bed of
early white flowers. Pkt., 5c.;,

FINE MIXED. Including many colors. Pkt., 5c.
CALLIOPSIS. Bright golden flowers, rich velvety and orange col-

ors in choicest mixture. Pkt., 5c.

COCKSCOMB. A class of very magnificent, attractive and showy
annuals, producing massive heads, of rich shades and colors, of great
effect in the garden or in pots. Well adapted to our climate, as they
will stand drouth well.

FINEST MLXED. All colors; 2 feet. Pkt., 5c.

COSMOS.—MAMMOTH PERFECTION. Seed sown in April or May
and transplanted to open ground will produce plants 5 to 6 feet high
by September, and from then till November will be covered with hun-

dreds of blossoms 3 in. across, resembling single dahlias.
All colors, mixed. Pkt., 5c.

HYBRLDUS MLXED. A choice mixture of all colors
and sorts. . Pkt., 4c.

FORGET-ME-NOT. Well known garden favorites.
Flowers freely from seed the first summer. Blue, sky-
blue, white, mixed. Pkt., 5c.

GOURDS (Climbing:). These curious and interesting
plants should be more largely grown. All varieties mix-
ed. Pkt., 5c

FOUR O'CLOCK (Marvel
of Pern). Everyone knows
this faA-orite annual. Pkt., 5c.

CHRYSANTHEMUM. A
handsome plant, with strik-

1

ing and brilliant flowers,
blooming till late in the au-
tumn, when it is in full glory;
producing double and single
flowers of various shades;
very attractive for bouquets
and vases. Sometimes called
"Painted Daisies." Hardy
annuals.

Single Ann'l, M'x'd, Pkt, 5c
Crimson and Double Annual,
GERANIUM. Started early,

produced from the seed, and will flower the first season.
Finest mixed. Pkt., 5c.

GALLLARDIA. (Annual varieties). Very showy garden
annuals, 1 to 2 feet high. Grown in masses they are espe-
cially effective; large flowers, 2 or 3 in. across, produced from
early summer until frost; unrivalled for cutting. Pkt., 5c.

HELIOTROPE. A well-known, profuse flowering and de-
liciously fragrant plant that everyone loves. Splendid for
bedding or pot culture. Can be easily raised from seed, but
should be started earlv in the house. Half hardy perennial.

DAISY. FINE MLXED . Choicest varieties mixed ; 18-in. Pkt., 5c.

nria . . , . , , . ,_ SWEET WILLIAM (Finest Mixed). Hardy plants about
one toot nigh, of extreme richness and variety of color, and also deliciously sweet-scented. Our mixture is of the large
flowered strain and contains many bright and beautiful colors and markings. Pkt., 5c.SUNFLOWER. Some varieties of this well known plant are very ornamemtal, and are effective in proper situations In
shrubbery borders or sm screens, Pkt» 9 10®,

CA&NATION.

HELIOTROPE.

mixed colors. Pkt., 5c.

this favorite flower can be
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FLOWERS-Continued.

RATEK1N5 DOUBLE HOLLYHOCKS,

HOLLYHOCKS. All our seeds of this beautiful
plant have been saved from the finest and largest
double flowers only and will produce flowers extremely
double and in the best, brightest and most charming
colors. Sow early. Double, pkt., 5c; single, pkt., 6c.

HIBISCUS. RoVust garden annuals; large saucer-
shaped flowers of creamy yellow with purple center.
2 feet. Pkt, 6c.

HYACINTHUS CANDICANS. Giant summer-flower-
ing Hyacinth, of robust growth, producing spikes 3

feet long, of white bell-shaped flowers; 5 ft. Pkt.. 6c.

ICE PLANT. Pretty summer annual trailer for
vases and rockwork; leaves covered with ice- like drops.
Much used in Europe for garnishing. % ft. Pkt., 5c.

LARKSPUR (Delphinium). Plants of great beauty,
richness and endless variety of colors, with great du-
ration and profusion of bloom.
DOUBLE FINE MIXED. Many varieties and col-

ors. Pkt., 5c.

LATANA. Rapid growing,
constant blooming, tender per-
ennial plants for pot culture
in the winter or garden deco-
rations in the summer; clus-
ters of flowers, orange, white,
pink, etc. 2 to 3 feet. Mixed
colors. Pkt., 10c.

MARIGOLD (Tagetes). A
free-flowering plant of easy
culture, with double flowers
of rich and beautiful colors,
producing a splendid effect,
whether planted in beds or
borders, and continuing in
beauty until destroyed by
frost. Half-hardy annuals.

AFRICAN MIXED. Best
double colors, 2 ft. Pkt., 5c.

LEGION OF HONOR.
Dwarf, compact, with dark-
green, fern-like leaves; rich
golden-yellow, marked with
velvety brown. Blooms abund-
antly from July until cut
down by frost. 15-inch. Pkt.,
5c.

DOUBLE FRENCH MIXED.
brown and crimson, beautifully striped.
1 foot. Pkt., 5c.

MIGNONETTE (Reseda Odorat©).
This fragrant little plant is probably the
most popular annual grown. If the
plants are thinned out they will grow
stronger and produce larger spikes of
flowers.

SWEET SCENTED (Odorato). The old
variety, very fragrant. 1 foot. Pkt., 5c.

MIGNONETTE, MIXED. Many varieties.
Pkt., 5c.

MORNING GLORIES (Fine Mixed). A
mixture of the old varieties. Pkt., 4c.

MOON FLOWER (Finest Mixed). Pkt.,
5c.

NASTURTIUM (Dwarf). One of our
showiest and most popular annuals, forming
compact plants, making gorgeous masses of
rich colored and brilliant flowers.

KING OF TOM THUMBS. Intense scar-
let flowers, with rich dark foliage. Pkt., 5c.

HOLLYHOCKS.

FORTULACA.

CLOTH OF GOLD. In striking contrast to the above, the

foliage is a clear, bright yellow, while the deep scarlet

flowers add much to its beauty. Pkt., 5c.

FINEST MIXED. Many varieties and colors. Pkt., 6c.

FINEST MIXED TALL NASTURTIUM. Many bright col-

ors. Pkt., 5c«

PANSY (Heartease). The Pansy is the most popular of

all flowers grown from seed. It is everywhere popular, both
for the brilliant beauty of its flowers and the long continua-
tion of bloom.

FAUST OR KING OF THE BLACK. Deep, cool black,

coming constant from seed; a group of this variety presents

a fine appearance. Pkt., 5c.

WHITE OR SNOW QUEEN. Flowers of a delicate, pure
satiny white. Pkt., 5c.

FINE MIXED. Fine varieties and colors, mixed. Pkt.,

5c.
PETUNIAS. Indispensable flowering plants for both gar-

den and pot culture, flowering continuously. They flower in

a few weeks' lime from seed. Height about one foot.

SINGLE, FINE MIXED. White crimson pink, striped,

blotched, etc. Pkt., 5c.

PHLOX DRUMMONDH. We Invite particular attention

to the large flowering as especially fine. Easy of culture.

18-inch. Hardy annual.

ALBA. Pure white. Pkt., 5c.
FINE MIXED. All varieties and colors. Pkt., 5c.
DRUMMONDH. This variety is a profuse bloomer, and

of great value for bouquets. Pkt, 8c.
PORTULACA. In brilliancy and beauty of colors Portu-

lacas are unrivaled. They delight in sunny situations and
light soils, where they rapidly carpet the ground.

FINEST SINGLE MIXED. A great variety of colors.
Pkt., 5c.

DOUBLE ROSE, FLOWERED MIXED. Unsurpassed for
brilliancy of color and great beauty. Pkt., 5c.

RICINUS (Castor Oil Bean). Ornamental plant of state-
ly growth and picturesque foliage, with brilliant colored
fruit, producing a sub-tropical effect; fine for lawns.

ZANZIBARIENSIS. The largest Castor Bean in cultiva-
tion. An entirely new class from Africa, with leaves often
measuring two feet across, some being light green, others
bronze brown. Pkt., 5c.

FINE MIXED. The best and choicest varieties mixed.
Pkt., 5c.

WALLFLOWER. Greatly prized for their exquisite fra-

grance. They grow in long, brilliant colored spikes of flow-

ers. There are many varieties. Plants removed to pots in

autumn will produce an abundance of delightfully fragrant
flowers.

DOUBLE VARIETIES MIXED. Pkt., 10c
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ALL COLORS
MIXED.

This is also a
very good mix-
ture; . contains
over 20 varieties
ind' will furnish
fine flowers
through the sea-
sc n. By mail,
p. r lb., 40c; %
lb., 25c; pkt., 4c.

(Flowering
, The

Salvia is one
of the most

beautiful of all flowers; the brilliant spikes of the scarlet

flowers produce for months a dazzling effect. Of easy

culture and fine for massing and bouquets. Pkt., 10c.

NEW DWARF OR BONFIRE (Large Flowering Scarlet

Sage). A splendid new sort, blooming much earlier than
old variety. Pkt., 10c.
STOCK (Ten Weeks). The Ten Week Stock is one of

the most popular, beautiful and important of our garden
favorites; whether for bedding, massing or pot culture,

it is unsurpassed, either for brilliancy - of color, exquisite
fragrance or profusion and duration of bloom. Hardy
annual.
NEW LARGE FLOWERING habit dwarf, with magni-

ficent spikes of very large double flowers of all colors;
mixed; eighteen inches. Pkt., 5c.

VERBENA. A well-known favorite, and is valuable
for bedding on account of its low trailing habit; blooms
freely from seed, and is more health^ and makes larger
and hardier plants than if grown from cuttings; requires
a very rich, mellow soil. Half-hardy perennials.

ALBA. Pure white, a desirable variety for florists or
for the cemetery. Pkt., 6c.
EXTRA CHOICE MIXED. Seed saved from the finest

collection of named sorts. Pkt., 7c.
VIOLET (Viola Odorata). Well-known fragrant early

spring blooming plants; thriving best in the summer in a
shady situation in a rich, deep soil; seed takes from 3

to 6 months to germinate.
SINGLE MIXED. Blue and white. Pkt., 10c.

Wl\ QTJI 1*1 Ji ^ne of most popular hardy vines,
** l^ldl Id. climbing to a height of 50 feet or more.
It is perennial and easily grown from seed. Of luxuriant
and rapid growth, bearing in the spring immense panicles
of purple flowers producing in great profusion. Pkt., 10c.

SflPCInl OtTpT* ^ e want y°ur neighbors, as wellopctldl V/1IC1. as yourself, to test our seeds, and
will make it an object to you to interest them. Secure or-
ders from your friends for four Surprise Collections, and
remit us $1.00 in payment thereof, and we will mail you
an extra collection for your trouble. If goods are not as
represented- return them and we will refund your money

FLOWERS-ContinuedL
SWEET PEAS.

There is no annual grown that is more ponmlar, or that is more ad-
mired by all than the Sweet Pea, with its dainty oolors and delicate
perfume.

To succeed best #*ey should be sown as soon ae the ground can be
worked in spring, and when weil up given bush or

strings to support them. If allowed to form seed they
will soon stop flowering and die down.

BLANCHE FERRY. Popular pink and white.
Pkt., 5c; oz., 15c; lb., 50c.

BLANCHE BURPEE. A new large white; one of
the finest yet produced. Pkt., 4c; oz., 15c ; lb., 50c.
EtKFORD MIXTURE. This mixture contains over

40 varieties, including the novelties of 1900 and other
choice varieties. By mail, postpaid: Per lb., 55c; %
lb ., 30c ; % lb ., 15c ; oz., 10c ; pkt., large size, 4c.

COUNTESS OF RADNOR. One of the handsomest,
standard rich lavender mauve,' wings lighter. Pkt.,
5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 25c.

CUPID. An unique novelty., of dwarf, shrubby
growth, therefore desirable for bedding. Flowers pret-
ty and freely produced. Mixed colors. Pkt., 5c; oz.,

10c; % lb., 25c.

BARGAIN MIXTURES OF SWEET PEAS.
We find ourselves with large stocks of some of the best

named kinds and we have taken a few hundred pounds and
mixed them. Bargain Mixture Sweet Peas, prepaid: lb., 30c;
14 lb., 12c; pkt., 4c.

EMILY HENDERSON. Earliest blooming standard pure
hite variety. It begins to flower nearly as soon as the Extra

Early Blanche Ferry. Flowers of snowy whiteness, with re-

flexed standard. Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 20c.
EMILY ECKFORD. A superb, large flower of rosy helio-

trope color. Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 20c.
EXTRA EARLY BLANCHE FERRY. , Earliest of all. An

imp*. vement on Painted Lady. Delicately handsome and a
profuse bloomer. Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 20c.

MAID OF HONOR. An exquisite variety. Flowers daintily
shaded light blue on a white ground, and boldly edged with a
narrow border of deep violet. Pkt., 4c; % lb., 15c; lb., 45c.

MARS. Crimson scarlet. Pkt., 4c; oz., 8c; % lb., 15c; lb., 45c.
WILHELMTNA. Very large and perfect shaped flower; white, striped with

bright rose carmine. Pkt., 4c; oz., 10c; x/± lb., 15c; lb., 45c.

LADY PENZANCE. Orange-pink, wings pure white. Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; *4
lb., 20c; lb., 50c.
FANCY MIXED. A very chaice collection of the newest and best large flower-

ing Sweet Peas. Parties who want everything good and want to grow them with
the least amount of care should grow our mixed seed. A better mixture cannot be
bought anywhere at any price. Pkt., >Sc; oz., 8c; % lb., 15c; lb., 50c, postpaid.

SPECIAL COLLECTION of Sweet Peas; there is no other flower which is

grown so extensively, or one so popular as Sweet Peas; we have made up a spe-

cial collection, so that every one may try our different varieties; you may select

one packet each of all of the named varieties of Sweet Peas, including 15 varie-

ty for 35c; this collection is worth 60c; don't fail to include it in your order.

SALVIA



INDE X.
FARM AND FIELD SEEDS.

Page.
Aifaifa*". .... , ;., :. . .

.'. ;: . . .51
Alsyke Clover 50
Barley 38
Beets (Stock) 41
Bermuda Grass 49
Bromus Erectus .48
Bromus Inermis , 47
Cane or Sorghum Seed 41
Carrots (Stock) 41
Clover Seeds 50
Corn Fodder 31
Corn, Fodder, and Grain Combined 31
Corn Seed (Field) 14 to 30 inclusive
Crimson Clover ..50
Emmer or Speltz 38
English Rye Grass 48
Evergreen Lawn Grass 49
Grass and Clover 52-53
Grasses and Clover 47
Italian Rye Grass 49
Johnson Grass 48
Kaffir Corn 41
Kentucky Blue Grass 49
Mammoth or Pea Vine Clover 50
Meadow Fescue 48
Meadow ' Foxtail 49
Medium Red Clover 50
Millet (Common) 53

Agaratum 88
Alyssum ("Sweet) 88
Asters 88
Antirrhinum (Snapdragon) 88
Balloon Vine 88
Balsams 88
Batchelor Buttons 88

Calliopsis 89
Candytuft 89

Canna 88
Canterbury Bells 89
Carnation 89
Cypress Vine 89
Daisy 89
Dwarf Chrysanthemum—Flowered 88

A Good Farmer i>o

Cultural of Speltz 38
Cultural of Stock Beets .....41
Cultural of Pencillaria 4,2

Freight Rate from Shenandoah 5

Garden Seeds—Our Policy 52
Grass and Clover Mixture 52

Hints on Sowing and Cultural of Alfalfa 51

It is Easy to Order Seeds by Mail 4

Maps Showing Where Our Seeds are sent 12

No Fakes and Novelties. What we do. Free delivery
by mail—express charges and postage prepaid .... 54

Page.
Millet (German or Golden) 53
Millet (Japanese Barnyard) 53
Millet (Siberian) 53
Oats (Early Champion) 36
Oats (Kherson) 36
Oats (Lincoln) 36
Oats (Mammoth White Russian) ...4 37
Oats (Mammoth White Side Oats) 37
Oats (New Sensation) 34
Oats (Ratekin's Banner 100 bu.) 35
Oats (Texas Red Rust Proof) 35
Orchard Grass 49
Pumpkins (Field) 42
Pumpkins (Pie) 42
Pencillaria 42
Permanent Meadow Mixtures 52-53
Potatoes (Seed) 43.44.45-46
Ratekin's Lawn Mixtures 49
Ratekin's Shady Place Mixtures 49
Red Top 48
Sunflower 42
Timothy and Alsyke Clover Mixtures 48
Timothy Seed 48
Tall Meadow Oat Grass 48
Vetch's 51
Wheat (Spring) 40
Wheat (Winter) 40
White Dutch Clover 49

. . .69-70
71-72-73

74
76
76
85
85
78

. . .77-78
78
76
79

80

81

81

86

86

83
83

82

86
83-84-85

87

Fine mixed » 88
Four O'clock 89
Heliotrope 89

Hibiscus 90
Hollyhocks 90
Hyacinthus Candicans 90

Ice Plant 90

Latana 90

Larkspur 90
Marigold 9/)

Mignonette 90
New Giant 89
Queen of the Market 88
Snow Ball 89

Oldest Seed House in the West 2

Ratekin's Reliable Seeds 33

Reference & Reliability 1

Review of Our Business 8

Sectional View of Outgoing Mail 6-7

Terms and General Information 3

The Way We Clean and Grade Our Seed 13

What Farmers and Planters say about Ratekin's

Seed Corn 24

What the Agricultural Press Say 9-10-11

Yields of Corn on Trial Ground 32

GARDEN AND VEGETABLE SEEDS.
Asparagus
Beets, Crosby's Egyptian
Beets, Half Long Blood
Beets, Improved Blood Turnip ....
Beets, Mangel Wurtzel
Beets, Sugar Beets for Stock Feedin:
Beans, Bush or Snap

55
58
58
58
58
58

55-56
Beans, Pole 57
Cabbage 59-60
Carrots 61
Cauliflower 61
Celery 62
Corn (Sweet) G4-G5-66
Corn (Pop) 66
Cucumbers 63
Egg Plant 66
Garden Seed Combined Drills & Cultivators 86
Gourds 89
Herbs, Anise, Dill, Sage, Summer Savory, Thyme ...86
Horseradish (roots) 86
Kale 67
Kohl Rabi 67
Leek 67
Lettuce 67-68

Melons (Musk)
Melons (Water)
Onions
Onion Sets .......
Okra or Gumbo . .

Parsley
Parsnips
Peanuts
Peas
Peas (Sweet) ....
Peppers
Pumpkins
Radishes
Radishes (Winter)
Rhubarb
Rhubard (roots) . .

Rutabages
Salisfy
Spinach
Squashes
Tobacco Seed ....
Tomatoes . .

Turnips .

FLOWERS. (A Note for the Ladies.)

MISCELLANEOUS.



JCJORTOTO CATALOG IS FREE
Our New Illustrated Catalog of all Fruit and Ornamental Trees, Vines/Plants',

Shrubs and Roses is now ready for mailing. IT IS FREE TO YOU. Our Cat-

alog is our only salesman. Planters of Nursery Stock everywhere are coming to

realize that the best method of getting trees and plants is to send their orders di-

rectly to the nurseryman. In this way they get BETTER TREES AND SAVE
HALF THEIR MONEY, for if you buy of tree agents or peddlers more than

half the money you pay them goes to the agent himself, for wages, commissions,

and expenses. This you save by buying direct from us, the grower and producer.

If you wish to find the agent who sold to you, you cannot do so, but if you buy from

us you can always find and reach us at the expense of a two cent stamp.

There is a difference between wholesale and retail prices of Nursery stock.

We are, and have for many years, been selling nursery stock by mail order at

nearly wholesale prices, and seldom, if ever, have a complaint, in fact out of our

largely increased business last year, 1909, we did not have a single isolated com-

plaint, but had hundreds of complimentary letters from our customers thanking us

in an appreciative way for the manner in which their orders were handled and

the quality of stock we sent to them.

Our location is the very best for producing well ripened stock with splendid

roots, and there is more nursery stock grown within a radius of five miles around

Shenandoah than is grown in all the balance of the state, or than is grown in any

one of the surrounding states, including Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri, Illinois,

Wisconsin and Minnesota.

EVERY SHIPMENT sent out by us IS ACCOMPANIED BY CERTI-
FICATE OF INSPECTION OF THE STATE ENTOMOLOGIST OF IOWA.

We use the greatest care possible to have all stock true to name, and should

any prove not true, we stand ready to replace it free of charge, or to refund the

purchase money. GOOD STOCK, TRUE TO NAME, SOLD DIRECT TO
PLANTER AT REASONABLE PRICES, IS OUR MOTT , and we want to as-

sure one and all that if favored with your orders, it matters not how large or small

they may be you can rely upon getting only first class stock, and that your orders

will be handled and packed in the best possible manner for shipment.

Address all correspondence, orders and inquiries to

THE RATEKIN NURSERY COMPANY
Lock Box 387, SHENANDOAH, IOWA



OUR LAST WORD.
Pen, Ink and Paper are not always at hand, but we want to hear from and

help our customers, both old and new, in every possible way and have left this

page for you to "WRITE US A LETTER." Tell us what you want and we will

gladly help you if we can. Sincerely yours,

RATEKIN'S SEED HOUSE.

Your Name

Postoffice— State Date



SHENANDOAH
SHENANDOAH, IOWA, is located in tbe Southwestern part of Iowa, 20

miles from Nebraska, and same distance from the Mo. line, in the extremely rich

fertile valley of the Nishnabotona river, and is noted far and wide as the greatest

corn growing district to be found in the world and where corn attains its greatest

perfection. This is no idle boast. The claim is not only established but con-
ceded by all who have ever made a trip down this beautiful valley—the Egypt
of America. Bayard Taylor, the famous poet, author, journalist and traveler,

crossed this part of the country years ago. before Shenandoah existed and when
this part of Iowa was unbroken and almost uninhabited.' At that time the broad
prairies were occupied only by Indians, Prairie Chickens, Wolves and Deer.
Standing on a hill top four miles Southwest of where this beautiful City of 5000
inhabitants now reside, Mr. Taylor gazed across the valley of the Nishnabo-
tana river, and declared the landscape was the most beautiful his eyes ever be-

held. He cailed it,the garden spot of the world. The rich soil extends four,

six and eight fett in depth, full of life giving qualities that make the monster
crops of corn it grows.
SHENANDOAH, PAGE COUNTY, IOWA, is located 485 miles almost

due West of Cnicago, on the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad. 366
miles Northwest of St. Louis and 50 miles Southeast of Omaha and Council Bluffs

on the main line of the Wabash Railroad, and 150 miles North from Kansas
City, and 90 miles from St Joseph, being also the terminus of the Keokuk and
Western Railroads thus we have the benefit of three trunk lines reaching all the

leading Cities and Railroad Centers of the Country direct, and United States

Senator W. B. Allison for 36 years said :
"

It's the most beautiful and stiring

City in the State," and of course can prove the correctness of his judgment by
every man, woman and child of our thriving City. The post office receipts also

indicate this much, as they are larger than any other city of its size in the

United States. But this is caused largely by the increased trade of our business,

which contribute 50 per cent, of the receipts of the office. This County attained

the fame and name of producing more corn—area considered—years ago, than

any other like territory in the world. Back in 1880 this County, 22 x 24 miles

square, produced Six Million, Two Hundred Thousand, Six Hundred and Thirty-Two Bushels of Corn, as shewn by the United States census report

—

over three hundred and twenty bushels of com fur each inhabitant, man, woman and child resident of the County. This equaled the combined production of corn the

same year of the following States : Massachusetts, Maine, Connecticut and Rhode Island, and in addition equal to more corn than any one of ten other States.

Weight of Various Articles

Per bu
Apples 4S lbs

dried 22
'

Barley 4S
Beans 60
Buckwheat 52
Blue Grass, Kentucky 14

" English .. 14
Bran 20
Canary Seed 60
Clover Seed 60
Corn, field shelled ... 56
" " on ear. . 70
" sweet, sold by
measured bushel.

Corn Meal 50
Cranberries 40
Dried Peaches 28
Flax Seed 56
Fowl Meadow ... 12
Hemp Seed 44
Hungarian 48
Millett 50
Oats 32
Onions 54
Orchard Grass 14
Osage Orange 33
Peach Pits 50
Peas, smooth 60

"
, wrinkled 56

Perennial Rye 20
Potatoes, heaping

measure 60
Rape 50
Rye 56
Red Top 14
Salt, coarse 50
"

, Michigan 56
Sweet Potatoes 56
Timothy Seed 45
Turnips 58
Wheat - 60
Flour, per bbl., net.. 196
Salt, per bbl 280

Weight Per Cubic Foot.
Hay, well settled . . 4% lbs
Corn, on cob in bin.. 22

" shelled ...... .45
Wheat, in bin 48
Oats, " " 25%
Potatoes, " " 38%

REFERENCE TABLES
Quantity of Seed Requisite to Produce a Given Number of Plants to Sow an Acre.

- Quantity per acre.
Artichoke, 1 oz. to 500 plants 6 oz.

Asparagus, 1 oz. to S00 plants 1 lb.

Asparagus Roots 1,000 to 12,000
Barley 2y2 bu.
Beans, dwarf, 1 pint to 100 feet of drill.. 1 bu.
Beans, pole, 1 pint to 100 hills % bu.
Beets, garden, 1 oz. to 100 feet of drill.. 7 lbs.
Beets, Mangel, 1 oz. to 100 feet of drill. .5 "

Brocoli, 1 oz. to 5,000 plants 2 oz.
Brussels Sprouts, 1 oz. to 5.000 plants...

2

Buckwheat % bu.
Cabbage, 1 oz. to 5.000 plants 2 oz.
Carrott, % oz. to 100 feet of drill 2% lbs.
Cauliflower, 1 oz. to 5.000 plants 2% oz.
Celery, 1 oz. to 15,000 plants 2 oz.
Chicory 4 lbs.
Clover, Alsike and White Dutch 6 "

Clover, Lucerne 15 to 25 "
Clover, Crimson Trefoil 10 to 15 "
Clover, Large Red and Medium ....8 to 12 "
Collards, 1 oz. to 5,000 plants 2 "

Corn, rice (shelled) 2 qts.
Corn, sweet, % pint to 100 hills 6 "
Cress, % oz. to 100 feet of drill 12 qts.
Cucumber, 1 oz. to 100 hills 1 to 3 "

Egg Plant, 1 oz. to 2,000 plants 4 oz.
Endive, % oz. to 100 feet of drill 4% lbs.

Flax, broadcast -. y2 bu.
Garlic, bulbs, 1 lb. to 10 feet of drilU. .

.

2 oz. to 100 hills

Blue, Kentucky 2 bu.
Grass, Blue, English 1

"

Grass, Hungarian and Millet Y2
"

Mixed Lawn 3 to 5 "

Red Top, Fancy Clean 6 to 10 lbs.

Gcurd.
Grass,

Grass,
Grass.

Quantity per acre.
Grass, Timothy M bu.
Grass, Orchard, Perennial, Rye, Red Top

Fowl Meadow, and Wood Meadow. .. .2 bu.
Hemu ¥2 bu.
Horse Radish Roots 1,000 to 15,000
Kale, 1 oz. to 5,000 plants 2 oz.

Kohl, Rabi ^ oz. to 100 feet of drill 4 lbs.

Leek, % oz. to 100 feet of drill 4 "

Lettuce, % oz. to 100 feet of drill 3 "

Martynia, 1 oz. to 100 feet of drill 5 "

Melon, Musk, 1 oz. to 100 hills 1 to 3 "

Melon, Water, 4 65. to 100 hills . . 1% to 4 "

Nasturtium, 2 oz. 100 feet of drill ....15 "

Okra, 1 oz. to 100 feet of drill 8 "

Onion Seed, % oz. to 100 ft. of drill. .4 to 5 "

Onion Seed, for Sets 40 to 80 *>

Onion Sets, 1 quart to 40 feet of drill. .8 bu.
Parsnip, ^ oz. to 100 feet of drill 3 lbs.

Parsley, % oz. to 100 feet of drill 3 "

Peas, garden, 1 pt. to 100 ft. of drill . . 1 to 3 bu.
Peas, field 2
Pepper, 1 oz. to 1,500 plants 3 oz.

Pumpkin, i£ qt. to 100 hills ....... 3 to 4 lbs.

Radish, % oz. to 100 feet of drill*. .10 to 12 "

Rye 1% bu.
Salsify, % oz. to 100 feet of drill 8 lbs.

Spinach, % oz. to 100 feet of drill 8 "

Spurry .15 "

Summer Savory % "

Sunflower .8
"

Squash, Summer, 4 oz. to 100 hitls 2 "

Squash, winter, 8 oz. to 100 hills 2 "

Tomato, 1 oz. to 4.500 plants 1 oz.

Tobacco, 1 oz. to 5,000 plants 2 "

Turnip, 1 oz. to 250 feet of drill 1 to 3 lbs.

Vetches 2 bu.

ERRORS. We make them
so does everyone ; and we will
most cheerfully correct them
if you will write us. Try to
write good naturedly, but if

you cannot, write us anyhow.
Our best efforts will be made

to fill your orders carefully and correctly, and-with our increased
facilities and additional room, we hope to get along the coming
season without an error if possible and to serve each and all our
customers in a manner that will please them. Wishing all a
prosperous season and an abundant harvest, we remain,

Sincerely yours,

A CLOSING WORD
Dear. Frtestd : In closing we want to say we have endeavored to give honest descriptions of all

our seeds and to make evervthing plain to all, but if there is anything further or you have any ques-
tions to ask, write us and we will always be pleased to answer your questions and to give you any
further information we can. In fact, we like to have our customers write us at any time when we
can be ot service to them.

* Proprietor.

RATEKIN'S SEED HOUSE
Shenandoah, Iowa



EVERYTHING FOR THE GARDEN.
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GUARANTEED

THE LARGEST MAIL ORDER SEED HOUSE IN THE WEST.


