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E D IT O R IA L .

L ife  is a Sharing

It m a y  be  s c i e n t i f i c  f o r m u l a s  o r  g o s s i p ,  b r e a d  or  
s to nes ,  w is e  c o u n s e l  o r  f o o l i s h ,  but  b y  v irtue  o f  li vine; w e  
g i v e  a n d  w e  t a k e — a n d  o n c e  a y e a r  w e  g lo r i f y  our  g i f ts  
b y  r e m i n d i n g  ou rs e lv es  o f  t.he g i f t  o f  a ch i l d ,  Jesus,  
w h o  g r e w  to  i n c o m p a r a b l e  m a n h o o d ,  and  the f e as t  o f  
C h r i s t  w a r m s  us t o  a s h a r i n g  w h i c h  is s o f t e n e d  in th e  
g l o w  o f  c a n d l e s  f r o m  the  C h r i s t m as  tree,  g l a d d e n e d  by  
the  b r i g h t n e s s  o f  the  stars,  a n d  g lor i f i ed  by  a l ig  ht such  
as  n ev er  w as  o n  l a n d  or  sea.  W e  r e m e m b e r  all  sorts  
a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  men ,  a n d  t ime  a n d  s p a c e  b e c o m e  the 
un i t  w h i c h  w e  are t o l d  they  are,  d i s a p p e a r i n g  t o g e t h e r  
as  w e  l ive  a g a i n  the f e s t iv a l s  o f  C h r i s t  w h i c h  we hav e  
l i v e d  in the past.

A  mer e  g i v i n g  o f  g i f t s  m a y  be  l ike  c o n v e r s a t i o n  by  
o n e p e r s o n a n d t h e  prof it  i s s m a l l , b u t a s h a r i n g  p r o d u c e s  
that  e x h i l a r a t i o n  o f  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  in w h i c h  w e  ha v e  
al l  h a d  a part  a n d  f o u n d  a thrill  at b e l o n g i n g  to so  w i t ty  
a  c o m p a n y .  A s  w e  g i v e  o u rs e l ve s  with ou r  g i f t s  this 
C h r i s t m a s  t ime,  m a y  w e  al l  f ind s o m e t h i n g  o f  Chr i s t  in 
e a c h  o ther .

Professor Wieman Says

‘ ' M o s t  ta lk is a k i n d  o f  g a b b l e  no t  un l i k e  the 
s q u a w ks ,  sn i f f s  a n d  c r i es  o f  w h i c h  l o w e r  a n im a ls  
a c h i e v e  mutual  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  b e h a v i o r  but  w i th o u t  
a n y  sh ar in g  o f  t h o u g h t ,  h o p e ,  v i s i o n ,  a p p r e c i a t i o n ,  
s or r ow ,  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t .  T h e r e  is n o  p r o g r e s s i v e  
e n r i c h m e n t  o f  the  e x p e r i e n c e d  w o r l d  b y  in te g ra t i o n  o f  
v i s i o n s  in  s u c h  m e c h a n i c a l  s i g n a l i n g . ”  A g a i n ,  the



2 THE WEST CHINA MISSIONARY NEWS

m e e k  shal l  i n h e r i t  the ear th,  “ B ec au se  m e e k n e s s  is the 
p r i m e  es s e nt ia l  a b o v e  al l  o t h e r s  f o r  this  m o s t  p r o f o u n d  
mutu a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  s y m p a t h e t i c  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  
b y  w h i c h  e x p e r i e n c e  is c o m m u t e d . ”  A n d  then  a fter  
s a y i n g  that  w e  can  shar e  ou r  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  th r o u g h  
be a ut y  in the f ine  arte,  t h r ou g h  l o v e  in v o i c e ,  ges ture  
a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  a n d  th r o ug h  truth in the  s c i e n c e s  
a n d  p h i l o s o p h y ,  an d  w a r n i n g  us o f  the c e r t a in t y  that  
we  shal l  be  m i s u n d e r s t o o d  f o r  the f re e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  
our  e x p e r i e n c e s  in these  t i i ingsi  he c o n t i n u e s , - - - “ M a y  
b e  there  n e v e r  h a v e  been  a n y  su c h  p e o p l e .  But I s e e m  
to th in k  that  Jesus w as  l ike  that.  If the  s c h o l a r s  say 
he w as  not ,  I s u p p o s e  they  o u g h t  to k n o w .  But I th in k  
there must  ha v e  b e e n  s o m e b o d y  l ike  that  b e c a u s e  it is, 
a n y h o w ,  a c o n c e i v a b l e  w a y  o f  l i v in g .  Qui te  i m p o s s ib l e ,  
I g rant ,  but  c o n c e i v a b l e .  -

But i f  w e  h u m a n s  d o  n o t  f ind  thi s  w a y  o f  b l e s s e d  
c o m m u n i t y ,  w e  are d a m n e d  sou ls .  W h y  d a m n e d ?  
B e c a u s e  h u m a n  l i fe  is a h o r r ib l e  f a i lur e  in a n y  o th e r  
w a y .  W e  are far  mor e  m i s e r a b l e  th an  the  be a s t s  sa v e  
o n l y  as w e  e n te r  in to  this k in d  o f  b l e s s e d n e s s  w h i c h  is 
the  un ique  p e r o g a t i v e  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y . ”

The Universe is Mysterious.

A n d  it is b e c o m i n g  m o r e  so  as  w e  i n c r e a s e  in 
k n o w l e d g e .  It must  h a v e  b e e n  du l l  to  l i ve  b e f o r e  
E i n s te in  and  W h i t e h e a d ,  E d d i n g t o n  an d  J e a n s  w e r e  
l a s h i n g  our m i n d s  in to  n e w  a n d  t h r i l l i n g  in te r p r e ta t i o n s  
o f  e v e r y t h i n g .  L a c k i n g  m a t h e m a t i c a l  d i s c i p l i n e  s o m e  
o f  us p r o b a b l y ,  n o  certainly, ,  mi ss  the  e l e m e n t s  o f  the 
n e w  p h y s i c s ,  a n d  so  are the  r ea de rs  f o r  w h o m  Mr.  D y e  
has  a n a l y z e d  o n e  o f  the  b o m b s  w h i c h  are s p l i n t e r i n g  
o u r  o l d  w o r l d ,  a n d  h u r l i n g  us in to  a n e w  k i n d  o f  s p a c e  
w h e r e  w e  n e ed  to ge t  a c q u a i n t e d  b e f o r e  w e  ca n  be  c o m 
f o r t a b l e  a n d  se t t l ed  o n c e  m or e .  W e  r e c o m m e n d  a s tudy  
o f  the r e v i e w  in thi s  i s su e  “ T h e  M y s t e r i o u s  U n i v e r s e ”  
b y  S i r  Ja me s  Jeans .  T h e  e d i t o r i a l  p e n c i l  tr ied to cut  
it but  g a v e  u p  the task .  E v e r y  w o r d  s e e m e d  ne ce s sa r y .

Speaking of Books

T h e y  are the h i g h  p l a c e s  f r o m  w h i c h  w e  m a y  l o o k  
b e y o n d  t h e  c l o u d s  that  h i d e  the  u n i v e r s e  d u r i n g  a
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S z e c h u a n  winter .  T h e y  are the r o a d s  w h i c h  w e  m a y  
travel  to p l e a s a n t  p la c e s  o f  rest.  T h e y  are f o o d  w h i c h  —  
taken in t i m e — m a y  sa v e  us f r o m  m en ta l  r i c k e t s  a n d  
sp i r i tua l  a n em ia .

W e Have Distinguished Guests

A s  w e  w r i t e  p l a n s  are b e i n g  m a d e  in C h e n g t u  f o r  
the  arr iva l  o f  our  gues ts  o f  the N a t i o n a l  Chr i s t ian  
C ou n c i l .  W h e n  y o u  read  this  the meet i  ngs  wi l l  b e  ove r ,  
that  is the w o r d s  wi l l  ha v e  be en  s p o k e n ,  but  the m or e  
e x c e l l e n t  w a y s  o f  w h i c h  th ey  b e a r  w i t n e s s  wi l l ,  w e  
h o p e ,  be  m a n i f e s t  f o r  y e a r s  to c o m e .  It is c h a r g e d  that  
S z e c h u a n  is no t  a l w a y s  n a t i o n a l l y  m i n d e d ,  an d  w e  p l e a d  
gui l ty ,  but  o f f e r  up the ex c u s e  that  we s e l d o m  ha v e  
v i s i t o rs  to r e m in d  us o f  our  w id er  h u m an  re la t i on sh ip s .  
A t  this t ime  the heat  o f  pa tr i o t i c  f e r v o r  is w e l d i n g  a 
w a r m  n a t i on a l  sense ,  but it is ap t  to  break  out  in 
s u s p i c i o n  an d  hate .  It is a g o o d  t ime f o r  re pre se nta t i ves  
o f  a N a t i o n a l  Chr i s t ian  Chu rch  to b r in g  to us c h a l l e n g e s  
to  trust a n d  l o v e — even  our enemies .

W e  tak e  the l ib er ty  o f  s p e a k i n g  f o r  the m i s s i o n a r i e s  
o f  the p r o v i n c e  in w e l c o m i n g  the se cr e ta r i es  o f  the 
N a t i o n a l  Chr i s t ian  C o u n c i l  ; Dr.  C. Y .  C h e n g ,  Mr.  T .  H .  
S u n , M i s s  T .  C. K w a n ,  M iss  S t a l l i n g s  a n d  B i s h o p  W o n g .  
B i s h o p  a n d  Mrs.  W o n g  c o m e  to  us as r e s id e n ts  o f  
S z e c h u a n  a l t h o u g h  u n f o r t u n a t e ly  f o r  us they  must  a l so  
be  r e s i de n ts  o f  P e k i n g .
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A  P R A Y E R  F O R  M I S S I O N A R I E S  I N  C H I N A

D o u b l e  T e n t h  D a y  1931

O  L o v e  that w ilt  n o t  le t  us g o ,  L o v e  that l i f t s  and carries  
us as the b i l low s  c a r r y  the o cea n -g o in g  ships, we bless thee w ith  
e x u lt in g  hearts. H av e  we n ot  drunk the n e c t o r  o f  l i fe ,  which 
touches the f ly ing  days w ith  resi l ient h o p e ?  •

Y e t  we are  ever th irsty  f o r  m ore  o f  th v  cup. T o o  o f te n  
h ave  we quenched our parched  throats  fro m  vessels w hich  were 
n o t  thine, and have grow n  h eav y -h earted  and leaden-eved b y  
the w o r ld ’s n arco t ic .  F o r g iv e  us, our F a th er  ; we have suffered 
enough .

M a k e  th v  h ealing  streams t o  flow a b o u t  us, with in  us. 
Cleanse us, sweeten us, en erg ize  us. T h en  shall  we be w orthy  
to  pray  f o r  C h ina ,  to  w o rk  f o r  C h ina  du r in g  these years when 
the dregs  o f  hum iliation  e m b i t t e r  hope. M ay  the cruel fangs 
o f  fam in e  and f lood  w h ich  tear at the breast  o f  th is  fa ir  land 
be turned aside b y  the com passionate  hand o f  ch a i i ty .  M ay 
p a tr io t i c  but unguided young  hearts  be en lightened  b y  the 
m ora l  p o w e r  o f  the L o r d  o f  Hosts.  D uring  these anniversary 
days, quicken the insight o f  fo re ig n ers  in C h ina .  O G od, may 
we n o t  fa i l  her  just n o w  : m ay we be, n ot  an iron  goad ,  but a 
s teadying  f r ie n d ly  hand.

A lm ig h t y  G o d ,  we enter  the sanctuary  o f  w orsh ip ,  the 
in tim ate fe l low sh ip  o f  understanding love, where each o f  us 
m av  be alone and yet  n o t  lonely .  F i l l  ou r  cups w ith  the water 
o f  a b un d a n t  and eternal l i f e  !

A m e n .
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A  “ H E A D E R ’S D I G E S T ”  O F  T H E  - M Y S T E R I O U S  

U N I V E R S E .

S i r  J a m e s  J e a n s . C a m b r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s . 1930

(This  is a review o f  a b o o k  in the author ’s own words. 
W h e r e  words are om itted  in sentences tw o  per iod s  are placed 
tog eth er .  W h e r e  the w ords  are n ot  those o f  S ir  James Jeans, 
parentheses are used. This is a fundamental book ,  a cosm ic  
b o o k  thar presents fa c ts  and in terpretat ions  that are changing 
the in te llectual clim ate o f  our times. A  missionary can ill 
a fford  to  miss such a big little b o o k  with its im plications.  A 
m an ’s v i e w  o f  the world  is determ inative  o f  his ph ilosophy  and 
his re l ig ion . A  man is seldom b igger  o r  better  than his 
cosm ology .  T r y  wal king around this idea. Then con sider  the 
lag and the lead between physical d iscoveries  and ph ilosophy  
and re l ig ion — both  in the past and in the present.

T h is  is a b o o k  review prepared  f o r  the B o o k  Club, but  
on lv  a f e w  ideas were presented in an “ extem p oraneou s”  report.  
I t  is sent to  the “ N e w s ”  at the request o f  the A c t in g  E d ito r .

D .  S. Dye.

T H E  - M Y S T E R I O U S  U N I V E R S E .

S i b  J a m e s  J e a n s .

The D y in g  Sun.

. . vast m ult itudes  o f  stars are w andering  about in space.
. A  fe w fo r m  groups  w h ich  journey in com pany , but the m ajor ity  
are so l itary  travellers. A n d  they travel through a universe so 
spacious that it  is an event o f  a lm ost  u nim aginable  rarity  fo r  
a star to  com e anvwhere near to  another star.  F o r  the most 
part each travels  in splendid isolation , like a ship on  an em pty  
ocean. In  a scale model in which thestars  are ships, the average 
sh ip  w ill  be well  o v e r  a m il l ion  miles fr o m  its nearest n e ighbor ,  
whence it  is easy to  understand w h y  a ship ship seldom finds 
another with in  hail ing distance.
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T h e  sun and the o th er  stars . . . .  G radually  thev  cooled , 
until n ow  they  (e jected  fragm en ts )  have but l i t t le  in tr insic  heat 
le ft ,  their  w arm th  being der ived a lm ost  en t ire ly  fr o m  the radia 
t ion  which the sun pours dow n upon them. In  course o f  time, 
we k n o w  n ot  when, how, o r  whv, one o f  these c o o l in g  fragm ents 
gave b ir th  to l i fe .  . . .

Standing on our m icroscopic,  grain  o f  sand, we a ttem p t  to 
d is co v e r  the nature and purpose o f  the universe w hich  surrounds 
our hom e in space and time. Our first im pression is som ething 
akin  t o  terror .  W e  find the universe te r r i fy in g  because o f  its 
vast meaningless distances . . . its inconceivably  long vistas o f  
time w hich  d w a r f  human h istory  to  the tw in k lin g  o f  an eye,
. . . e s trem e  loneliness . . m ateria l insignificance o f  our hom e 
in  space . . .  a m i l l ionth  part  o f  a grain  o f  sand out o f  all the 
sea-sand in the w orld .  But above  all . . te r r i fy in g  because it 
appears t o  be indifferent to l i fe  like our ow n  ; em otion ,  am b it io n  
and achievement, art  and re l ig ion  all seem equally fore ign  to its 
plan. Perhaps  indeed we should say it appears to be . . em p ty  
space is so co ld  that all l i fe  in it would be frozen  ; m ost  o f  tbe  
m atter  in space is so h o t  as to  make l i fe  on it  im possib le  ; space 
is traversed, and a stronom ica l  bodies continually  bom barded, 
b v  rad iat ion  o f  a variety  o f  k inds,  much o f  w hich  is p r o b a b ly  
in im ica l  to, o r  even destructive  o f  l i fe .

. . millions o f  millions o f  stars wandering b l in d ly  through 
space f o r  m il l ions  o f  millions o f  years are bound to  meet w ith  
every  sort  o f  a cc id en t  . . . and so . . produce  a certain lim ited  
n um ber  o f  plantarv  systems . . Y e t  the n um ber  o f  these must 
be very small in com parison  with the total num ber o f  stars in 
tbe  sky.

. . . l i fe  . . . .  needs su itab le  ph ys ica l  con d it ion s  . . . . 
tem peratures  at w hich  substances can ex ist  in the liquid state.

. . stars too  h ot  . . a co l le c t ion  o f  fires scattered through 
out space, p r o v id in g  warm th  in a clim ate which  is at most some 
fo u r  degrees absolute zero  . . about 484 degrees  o f  f r o s t  . . . 
even low er  . . vast stretches beyon d  thè the M ilk y  W a y .

. . . L i f e  can on ly  exist  inside a n arrow  tem perate  zone 
which surrounds each o f  these fires at a very  definite distance. 
O utside . . l i fe  would be f r o z e n ;  inside . . shrive lled  up . . 
Z ones  w ith in  w hich  l i fe  is possible . . . constitute less than a 
thousand m illion  m ill ionth  part  o f  the whole  o f  space . . p r o 
b a b ly  only a b o u t  one star in 100 ,000  has a planet revo lv ing  
round it in the small zone in w hich  l i fe  is possible.

. . the second law o f  th erm odyn am ics  predicts  . . a heat 
death in which the tota l energy  o f  the universe is a t  the same
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tem perature  . . all roads lead to  R om e , and the end o f  the 
journev  cannot  be o th er  than universal death.

A s tr o n o m v  suggests . . . but it  is . . . mainiv to  phys ics  
that we must turn f o r  an answ er . . . a s tron om y can tell us o f  
the present arrangem ent o f  the universe, o f  the vastness and 
vacuity o f  space, and o f  our own insignificance therein, . . we 
must p r o b e  d e e p  in to  the fundamental nature o f  th ings . . this 
is n o t  the prov in ce  o f  a s tron om y . . . our  quest takes us r ight 
into the heart  o f  m odern  physica l science.

The N ew  World  o f  M od ern  Physics.

P r im it iv e  man . . fou n d  nature . . puzzling . . in tr icate  
. . s im p lest  phenom ena . . trusted to recur . . stone in water 
sank . . w ood  floated. Y e t  o th er  r n c e  com plica ted  phenom ena 
shewed no  such u n ifo rm ity  . . l ig h tn in g  struck one tree . . its 
n e ig h b or  escaped . . one month new m oon  brought fa ir  weather, 
the next  m on th  foul.

. . . m an ’s first impulse . . . he a ttr ib u ted  . . seem ingly  
e r ra t ic  and unordered course o f  universe to . . . whims . . . 
passions of  gods, o r  o f  lesser spirits . Onlv a fter  much study 
did the great  pr incip le  o f  o f  causation emerge. In t im e found 
to dom inate  . . inanimate nature.was found . . to produce  the 
same effect. W h a t  happened . . did not depend on the volit ions  
o f  extraneous beings, but fo l low ed  by  inexorab le  laws . . . 
N a tu re  could m ove on ly  a long one road to a predestined end . . 
act  o f  c re a t io n  bad created not. on ly  universe but its whole 
future history .  Man still believed . . he was able to  affect  the 
the course o f  events bv  own vo l i t ion  . . , but hence forth  the 
law o f  causation to o k  ch arge  o f  all such events . . previously  
assigned to  the actions o f  supernatural beings.

. . . final establishm ent o f  law . . . p r im ary  gu iding
pr inc ip le  in N ature . . . tr ium ph o f  17th century— cen tu ry  o f  
Galileo  and N ew ton  . . a m ovem en t . . . cu lm in ation  in the 
latter  half  o f  the 19th cent. . . . H e lm h o ltz  declared . . “ the 
final a im  o f  all science is to  resolve itself  into m echan ics ,”  . . . 
I t  was the age o f  the engineer-sc ientist  . . .  I t  was f e l t  . . the 
w hole  o f  inan im ate  nature would . . s ta n d  . . a  p er fect ly -actin g  
machine.

A l l  this has an obvious bearing  on the in terp reta t ion  o f  
human l ife .  Each  extension  o f  the law o f  causation . . made 
the be lie f  in free -w il l  m ore difficult. F o r  if  all nature obeyed 
the law o f  causation, w hy  should l i fe  be e x e m p t ?  . . T h e  mind 
o f  a N ew ton  . . . d iffered on ly  in co m p le x i ty  f r o m  a pr inting
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press . . function  was to  respond exact ly  to the stim uli they 
received f r o m  without.  Because such a ereed le ft  no room  for  
the operat ion  o f  ch o ice  and free-w ili ,  i t  rem oved a ll  basis for  
m ora l ity .  Paul did n ot  ch oose  to  be dif ferent f ro m  S a u l ;  he 
cou ld  n o t  help being . . a ffected by a different set o f  external 
stimuli,

A n  a lm ost ka le idoscop ic  re -arrangem ent o f  Scientific 
th ou ght  cam e w ith  the change o f  century  . . . W hile  p h iloso 
phers were . . . deb a t ing  whether a machine . . cou ld  . . r e 
produce  the thoughts  o f  N e w to n ,  . . . the man o f  sc ience  was 
. . becom in g  convinced that no machine could be reconstructed 
to  reproduce the l ig h t  o f  a candle  o r  the fall o f  an apple. Then, 
in  the c los ing  m ouths o f  the century, P r o f .  M ax P la n ck  of  
B er l in  b rou gh t  f o r w a r d  a tentative  exp lanation  o f  certain 
phenom ena o f  rad iat ion  . . n on-m echanica l  in its nature . . it 
proved br i l l ian t ly  successful, and . . . developed into the 
quantum -theorv , w hich  fo rm s  one o f  the great  d om inating  
p r in c ip les  o f  m odern  physics . . a lthough m>t apparent at the 
t ime, it  marked the end o f  the m echanical age in science, and 
the open ing o f  a new era.

E in ste in  . . shewed in 1917 that the th eorv  founded  bv 
P la n ck  appeared . . to  entail  consequences  fa r  more revolu tion 
a ry  than mere d iscon t inu ity .  I t  appeared to dethrone the law 
o f  causation.

. . the hopathesis o f  “ spontaneous d is integration”  advanced 
b v  R u th e r fo r d  and S o d d r  in 1903 . . a new type o f  radiation  
. . “ c o s m ic  ra d ia t ion ”  has its o r ig in  in outer  space . .

. . .  it seems possible that there m ay be some fa c to r  . . . 
operat in g  in nature, to neutralize the cast- iron  inev itab il ity  o f  
the o ld  law, o f  causation. The future mav n ot  be as unalter
ably determ ined  bv the past  as we used to  th in k .

M any o th e r -co n s id e ra t io n s  p o in t  in the same d irect ion . 
H eisenberg  has shown that the con cepts .o f  the m odern  quantum 
theorv  involve  . . a “ pr inc ip le  o f  in determ in acy”  . . we have 
cherished a be lie f  that the innerm ost w o r k i n g s  of an atom  would 
exem plify  absolute accu racy  and precision. Y e t  H eisenberg  
n ow  makes it appear that nature abhors  accu racy  and precis ion  
a b ov e  all things. '

. . .  i t  was . . il lusion that in troduced  determinism into 
science.

. . the mysterious quantirv known as “ P laDck ’s constant h,”  
. . proves  to  be absolutely  con stant th roughout the universe.

. . the puzzle o f  the nature o f  t im e . . brings our thoughts  
to  a standstill . . i f  time is so fundam ental that an understand
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ing o f  its true nature is forever  beyond our reach, then so also 
in all p r oba b i l i ty  is a dec ision  in the age long con trov ersy  
between determ in ism  and free-w ill .

T h e  possible a b o l i t ion  o f  determ inism  and the law o f  causa
tion . . . are com parat iv e ly  recent developm ents in the . . . 
quantum theory.

. . N ew ton  was not w hol loy  w rong  in regarding l igh t  as 
corpuscular . . . broken up into discrete units, l ig h t  quanta or  
“ p h otons”  . . .

A t  the same t im e light does n o t  lose its undulatory ch ar
acter.

L ig h t  . . is both  partic les  and radiation  at the same time. 
N o w  it behaves like parricles, now like waves : no general 
pr incip le  re t  known can tell us what behavior  it will ch oose  at 
anv particu lar instance.

A duality haS recently  been d iscovered  in the nature of 
e lectrons  and protons . . these appear to  be particles and v. aves 
at the same time.

. . the ingredients o f  m atter  (e lectrons and protons) and 
radiaton  both  ex h ib i t  a dual nature.

. . large scale phenomena '. . nature o f  part ic les  . .

. . . small scale phenomena, m atter  and radiat ion  . . .
resolve . . in to  waves.

I f  we want to understand the fundamental nature o f  things, 
it is to  these small scale phenom ena that we must turn our 
attention. H ere  the u ltim ate nature o f  things lie hiaiien, and 
what we are  finding is waves.

In  this wav, we are beg in n in g  to suspect that we live in a 
universe o f  waves, and nothing but waves.

M a tter  and R ad ia tion .

A t  end of last century . . three m a jor  conservation  laws :

A .  The conservation  o f  m atter  . . m ost  venerable .
B. “  “  “  mass.
C. “  “  “  energy  •

. . . m atter  made up o f  uncreatable, unalterable and in 
destructib le  atoms . . matter content of  the universe remained 
alwavs the same, and the m atter  con tent o f  any  b i t  o f  the uni
verse or  o f  anv region  o f  space remained the same excep t  in so 
fa r  as it was altered by  the ingress o r  egress o f  atom s . .a lw a y s  
the same actors . . . played their parts . . w ithou t change o f  
identity  . . endowed with im m orta lity .
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T ow a rd s  . . end o£ 18th cent.,  L a v o is ie r  . . f o u n d  . . t o t a l  
w e igh t  o f  matter  remained unaltered th rou ghou t all the chem ica l  
changes a t  his com m and  . . . “ conservation  o f  mass”  became 
accepted . . . the law is inexact because it neglects the w t  o f  the 
l ig h t  absorbed  by the molecules

The th ird  eigh t principle, conservation  o f  energy  . . . m e
ch an ica l  energy . . . heat en ergy  . . . sound energy  . . .
, . . . treated as indisputable universal la v s  . . . .N ineteenth 
century physicists  were accustomed to write o f  them as tho 
they governed the whole  o f  creation, and on this  basis p h i lo so 
phers dog m atized  as to the fundamental nature o f  the universe.

A  gram m e of  g o ld  . . leaf can be made to hold a charge of  
60 ,000  e le c tros ta t ic  units, but a gram m e o f  e lect ions  carries  a 
charge  about 9 m il l ion  m ill ion  times greater  . . set in to m otion  
. . . a hundred thousand m i.  . . . per sec . . mass varies w ith  
speed . . e x a c t  experim ents  have shown var ia t ion  predicted  by 
theory .

. . mass o f  m ov ing b odv  made up o f  . . “ rest-mass” , and a 
var iab le  part  w hich  depends on speed o f  m otion .

In  1905 Einstein  . . shewed . . energy  o f  every c o n c e iv 
able kind must possess mass o f  its own . . The  energy a man 
puts into a long life -t im e . '. . weighs on ly  a 60 ,000th  part o f  
an ounce.

. . radiation  o f  the sun . . 250 m ill ion  tons a minute 

. . propert ies  o f  universe to  tendency fo r i t s s p a c e  to  expand 
o r  con tract ,  and f o r  all the ob jects  in it. e ither to d r i f t  apart or  
to  rush towards one another.

. . special stud}7 . . at Mt. W ilson  . . speeds . . nebulae 
receding, . . roughly p roport ion a l  to distances f r o m  us, as they 
ou ght to  be, i f  the cosom o log v  o f  the theory  o f  relativity  is 
c o rrec t .  A nebula whose light takes ten m ill ion  years to  reach 
us, has a speed o f  about 900 miles a second . . all this  goes to 
suggest that we are  l iv in g  in an exp an din g  universe, w hich  
started to expand on ly  a few thousands o f  millions o f  years ago .

I f  we accept  the astron om ical  ev idence  o f  the ages o f  the 
stars and the physical evidence o f  the h igh ly  penetrating  radia
tion  . . m atter  is being . . t ran sform ed in to  radiation . . the 
three con servation  laws . . matter, mass, en ergy , reduce to one 
. . the sum tota l  does n o t  change its tota l quantity, . . i t
changes its q u a l i t y ............... f o r  ever solid m atter  melts in to
insubstantial radiat ion  ; f o r  ever  the tangible  changes into the 
in tang ib le  . . . These concepts  reduce the whole universe to  a 
w orld  o f  l ight,  potentia l o r  existent,  so that the whole  s tory  o f  
its creation  can be told with p e r fe c t  accuracy  and completeness 
in the s ix  w ords  : “ G od said, ‘L e t  there be l i g h t ’ .”
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R ela t iv i ty  and the E th er .

. . the ether had n ot  on ly  to transmit the observed  effects, 
but to con cea l  its own existence  while so doing.

N e w to n ’s P r in c ip ia  . . “ Rules  o f  reasoning in P h i lo so p h y ,”

R u le  J. W e  are to adm it no m ore causes o f  natural things than 
such as are both true and sufficient to  exp la in  their appearances.

T o  th is  purpose the philosophers  say that N atu re  does n o th 
ing in vain, and more is in vain when less will serve ; f o r  Nature 
is pleased with  s im p lic i ty ,  and affects  n o t  the p o m p  of  super
fluous causes, '

P iu lelT . T h e re fo re  to  the fame natural effects we must, as far  as 
possible, assign the same causes.

W il l ia m  o f  Ocea i.’s P  r in c ip le  : E n tia  non sunt multiplicnnda
praeter necessitatem.

P bi losp h ica l  content identica l  w ith  N e w t o n ’s.

. . . three dimensions o f  space and one dimension o f  time 
welded together,  fo rm in g  . . .  a continuum . . . M in k ow sk y ’s 
words : "‘ .space and t im e separately have vanished into the 
m erest shadows, and on ly  a sor t  of c o m bin a t ion  o f  the tw o  pre 
serves any reality .”

E instein ’s law did not lend itself  to any such interpretation  
in terms o f  forces ,  o r  indeed to  any mechanical intei pic tat ion 
w h atever— still  another indication, i f  one were needed, that the 
age o f  m echan ica l  science had passed . . . the effect o f  a mass 
. . was . . to  d is to r t  the 4 -d im ensional continuum  in its n e igh 
b orh ood .

In to  the B eep  Waters.

. . .  a suggestion B o h r  . . . the minutest phenomena o f  
nature do n ot  adm it o f  the representation in the space-tim e 
f r a m e -w o r k  at a l l  . . . this is on ly  adequate f o r  som e . . .  as 
large scale phenom ena o f  nature . .

The  efforts o f  our nearer ancestors  to intepret nature on 
engineering lines proved equally inadequate. Nature has refused 
to  accom m odate  herse l f  to  e ither  o f  these man m a d e  moulds. 
On the o th er  hand, our efforts  to  in terpret  nature in terms o f  
the concepts  o f  pure mathematics have, so far , proved br i l l ian tly  
successful.  I t  would now seem to be beyond dispute that in 
some wav nature is more c lose ly  allied to the concepts  o f  pure
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m athem atica l  in terp re ta t ion  is on ly  a th ird  m an -m ade mould, 
it  a t  least fits nature in com p arab ly  better  than the two p r e 
v ious ly  tr ied .  ,

. . we may th ink  o f  the laws to  w hich  phenom ena co n fo rm  
in ou r  w aking hours, the laws o f  nature, as the laws o f  thought 
o f  a universal mind. The u n i fo rm ity  o f  nature procla im s the 
se lf -consistency  o f  the mind.

This  c o n ce p t  o f  the universe as a w orld  o f  pure th ought 
th row s  a new l igh t  on  m any o f  the s itu a t ion s  we have en cou n ter
ed in our survey o f  m odern  physics. W e  can n ow  see h ow  the 
e ther ,  in w hich  all the events o f  the universe take place, could 
reduce to  a m athem atica l abstract ion , and b ecom e  as abstract 
and as m athem atica l  as parallels o f  latitude and meridians o f  
longitude. \Ye can see w hy  energy, the fundamental en tity  o f  
the universe, had to be treated as a m athem atica l  abstract ion—  
the constant o f  in tegation .

The same co n c e p t  implies of  course  that the final truth 
a b o u t  a phenom enon  resides in the mathematical descr iption  o f  
i t ; so long as there is no im p er fe c t ion  in this ou r  knowledge  of 
the phenom enon is com plete .  W e  go  beyon d  the m athem atica l 
form ula  at our own risk, we may find a m odel  or  picture to help 
us to  understand, it, but we have no r ig h t  to  expect this  . .

. . nature perm its  herself  . . on ly  tw o  alternatives, p r o 
gress and death.

M ind  no lon ger  appears as an acc id ental  in truder in to  the 
realm o f  m atter  ; we are beginning to  suspect that we ought 
rather  to hail i t  as the crea tor  and govern or  o f  the realm o f  
m a t ter— n ot o f  course our indiv idual miiJds, but the mind in 
w hich  the atom s ou t o f  w hich  ou r  individual minds have grow n  
exist  as thoughts.

The new know led ge  com pels  us to  revise our hastv first 
im pressions that  we had stum bled  in to  a universe which e ither  
did not co n ce rn  itself  with l i fe  o r  was active ly  hostile  to l i fe  . . 
Th e  o ld  dualism o f  mind and m atter  . . . seems l ike ly  to  d is 
appear . . . n o t  th rou gh  m atter  becom ing  in any wav more 
shadowy o r  insubstantial . . through substantial m atter  reso lv 
ing itself  in to  a creation  and m anifestation  o f  m ind .

. . . our  main contention  can h ar d ly  be  th a t  science has a 
pronouncem ent to  make, perhaps it  ought rather to be th a t  
science should leave o f f  m aking pronouncem ents .  ■
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H S U E H  T ’ A O  H U — A N  I N T R O D U C T I O N .

S ince being asked b y  the e d i t o r  to present a b r ie f  descr ip 
t ion  o f  Hsueh T ’ao and her w ork ,  I  have debated seriously the 
w isdom  o f  presenting th is  sketch on tw o  counts, previousness 
and presumptuousness. In the first place I  know little  or  
n o th in g  about the person o f  w h o m  I  w rite ,  and in the second 
these lines should be w ritten  by M r .  Dye who first presented 
Hsueh T ’ao to  us in the form  of  the beautiful carving o f  her 
w hich  hangs in the E ducational Building. A  Chinese reviewer 
when to ld  he was wasting time in a ttem p tin g  t o  preserve 
Hsueh T ’a o ’s w ork  f o r  posterity  by carv ing  the characters  in 
w o o d  f o r  pr in t ing  purposes replied that many could destruc
tively  cr i t ic iz e  but few could create  works o f  im agination  and 
a r t ,  and it was fo r  the f o r m e r  to preserve the w o rk  o f  the 
latter. T h is  apt  statement mav perhaps serve as inv excuse in 
in trod uc in g  Hsueh T ’ao to  the fore ign  co m m u n ity .  T o  the 
Chinese she needs no in troduction .

I t  was purely accidental —  my first acquaintance with Hsiieh 
T ’ao Nii.  Last summer a Chinese friend showed me a rubbing  
f ro m  a m em oria l  tablet to  her w hich  he had ju st  purchased. 
T h e  picture of her upon the ru bb in g  was one o f  a Chinese g ir l  
in ancient robes. The  w il low y  grace o f  her  fo r m  and delicate  
O riental features were so s t r ik in g  that I  resolved at once to 
learn m ore  about her.

“ Hsiieh T ’ao was a celebrated courtesan o f  Shuh (Szechuan) 
d u r in g  the n inth century ,  A . D .  (T a n g  D ynasty) ,  so W . F .  
JM avers* tells  us, exce ll ing  as a female wit and verse writer, her 
name being g iven  bv her adm irers  to the ornam ental paper on 
w hich  the productions of  her pen were inscribed ; and hence 
Hsiieh T ’ao C h ’ icn has become a synonym  f o r  note
paper adorned  with fancifu l  designs.”

T here  is a well outside the East Gate near the W a n g  K ia n g  
L e o  (Scan the Rive.r L o f t )  which is not fa r  from  the T h un d er  
G od  Tem ple, that bears her name— Hsueh T ’ao Gin  ( I S » # ) -  
T w o  m em oria l  towers  have been erected in this loca l i ty ,  such

"Chinese Reader's Manual; by W ir. F. Mayers, 1 9 2 4 .
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as T so  ;Gin L eo  ana Tsung L i  L eo .  H e r  grave and a two 
room  cottage  in w hich  she is said to  have lived  is also to  be 
found here. T h e  co ttage  conta in s  the bed upon w hich  she is 
said to  have slept, and several scro l ls  w ith  reproductions o f  her 
poem s hang upon the walls. The  w a ter  o f  the Hsueh T ’ao Gin  
is noted f o r  its coolness and purity ,  and f o r  centuries  the r ich  
o f  the c i t y  have been sending th e ir  w ater  coo lies  o r  pack 
anim als to  fe tch  f r o m  its crystal depths, w ater  f o r  m aking 
perfum ed tea and rose leaf  b ro th .  A n d  it  is said that tod ay  
those who would be especia lly  fast id ious  send f o r  th is  water 
f o r  the ice in th e ir  ice cream  m akin g  ! Shades o f  Hsueh 
T ’ao !

There are conflicting reports  as to  where Hsueh T ’ao l ived . 
Du Fu the fam ous p oe t  mentioned that K u Shiao Shuh — another 
name bv which Hsueh T ’ao was known,—  lived beside the W a n  
L i  C h ’ iao (¡1^j H ^ )  in P ’ i Ba  H a n g — Loquat A l ley .  The  South 
G a te  B ridge  is known as W an L i  Ch iao as well as another  one 
near Tsao T a n g  Ssu. T h e  one a t T s a o  T ang  Sau has an in terest
ing s to ry  in con n ect ion  with it to  the e f fe c t  that a General at 
the time o f  the Three K in g d o m s  cam e to  the crossing  o f  the 
r iver  there before  a bridge  had been built  and said a 
p a rt in g  word to his in fe r io r  officer who was about to cross  to 
g o  into the T r ibes  C ountry  to fight those people . T h e  General 
is said to have been Dzu K o  L ia n g  and his words were to the 
e f fect  that he hoped his under-officer w ho was about to go ten 
thousand li would return a fter  this lon g  so journ  alive and 
h av ing  done his du ty  well.  Du F u  refers to  th is b r idg e  in his 
com m en t  upon Nu Shiao Shuh. I t  is also held that Hsueh 
T ’ao l ived  in  the Official Y am en  o f  the P r o v in ce  o f  that day  
as a s ing-song g ir l  first, la te r  be ing elevated because o f  h er  
l iterary  a b i l i ty  and ready w it  a bove  the stat ion  o f  the painted 
puppets about her. W h e th e r  she was given the rank o f  C o n 
cubine o r  Mistress is noc known, but as the m em oria l tablet to  
her says, she was o ften  in the com pany o f  officials dr inking wine 
and com pos ing  poem s f o r  them. I t  is p r oba b ly  true that  she 
lived in all o f  these places— at least in tw o  o f  them. In  her 
ear ly  years she l ived  with her m other ,  later in the Y a m e n  and 
when o f  advanced years, a lone in a place o f  seclusion, supposedly 
in the tw o -r o o m  co t ta g e  near the site o f  her grave.

The m em oria l  tablet f r o m  w hich  the translation appended 
be low  is taken , gives a b r ie f  but interesting resume o f  her 
life .
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T ra n sla tion  o f  T he M em o r ia l  Tablet to Hsueh  T ’ao.

H s u e h  T a o  N u .

Hsueh T ’ ao o r  H e n g  D u ,  came o f  a fam ily  o f  high rank. 
A t  the age o f  eight, she cou ld  com pose chansonettes and chant 
them  in s ing -song  rhythm . H e r  father (|5[|)came from  C h ’in 
K w e i ,  ( £ g g ,  Shensi) to  a c t  as an official in Shuh ( § y , Szechuan) 
d y in g  here. The  w idow ed  m other  cared fo r  her until she 
became o f  marr iageable  age Hr. a hair -p in  ; o r  until
she d id  up her hair ).  D u r in g  these years, she had acquired a 
reputation  as a poetess, and was sum m oned by  W e i  G o w  ( Jjp. 
then G o v e r n o r  o f  Shuh to  drink wine and com pose  poem s with 
h im. Y o h  G i  ( m j m ) i  one ° f  W e i  G o w ’s officials wrote  the 
G ov ern or  recom m en din g  that Hsiieh T ’ao be made an official 
l i terary  c r i t i c .  W e i  G ow  ob jected , so noth ing  ca m e  o f  it. 
A f t e r  this  Hsiieh T ’ao becam e a frequent v is ito r  at the Y am en .

Eleven years a f te r  the passing o f  W e i  G ow , in the reign o f  
L i  Deh Y ii  (:§£!!§!$£), a new G overn or ,  by the name o f  Yuan 
W e i  Dze, ( i r M Z )  was sent to  the capital. This official soon 
becam e a fast fr iend  o f  Hsueh T ’ao (th ey  w e ie  o ften  together 
s ing ing and com posing  poem s.)

. During h er  tw il ig h t  years ( ¡Hjiji) , (she becam e m ore  or  
less o f  a recluse) donning  the robes o f  the D aoist  order .  A t  
th is  time, she lived near the W a n  H w a  C b ’ i F low er
washed rivulet).  Artisans in this n e igh borh ood p iud u ced  writ ing  
paper o f  ten co lors .  H.siieh T ’ao varied the type, decoratin g  her 
paper with the “ flowers”  o f  the pine. H e r  paper was expensive 
and s r e a t ly  sought a f t e r — as great ly  desired as that (o f  Chin N  i 
( i f  IK ), sold in L ev an s .  I t  is said that at one time Chia N i ’s 
pap er  was all sold out, so that none cou ld  be had in Lovan g . 
H e r  poesy  and artistry  inspired the h eart  o f  one Fu  Dzen 
w ho com posed and dedicated a poem to her,  in w hich  the fo l l o w 
ing  cou plet  occurs  :

“ T h e  num ber o f  ‘c lever  ones ’ w ho h o n o r  her is n ot  known
K w a n  L in ’s spring  winds can not  equal h er . ”

I'hese lines are but an echo  o f  the grea t  esteem in which 
she was held during  her l ife .  One never heard o f  her using face 
p o w d e r  o r  the lip  s t ick !  Thus we see that her abil ity  was 
ext raord inary  !
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1- Cyperus, B i l lo w s
a- L arge  measure.

F r o m  the T ang  D yn asty  to  the present is m ore t'han a 
thousand years, and p eop le  stil l  g rea t ly  revere her. In  her 
t im e ,  those des ir ing  popularity  were many, they hav ing neither 
knowledge  u or  natural g i f ts  to  support them . On the o th er  
hand, T ’ao having both , sought n o t  pop ular ity .”

S bao  H sian g  D a  L in  com m an d ed  that a m em oria l  be 
erected near the Hsiieh T ’ao  W e l l  and that i t  be housed in an 
a p p ro p r ia te  bu i ld in g ,— that the m em oria l should have a brief  
descr ip tion  o f  this w om an as a m onum ent f o r  posterity .

In scr ibed  in the ¡¡9th Y e a r  o f  K w a n g  Hsu in the Hsien 
o f  H w a  Y an g .  D one by Y i i in  W u  Dsao Y u n g  who, in turn 
asked his  you nger  b r o th e r  to transcr ibe  the inscr ipt ion  upon 
the m em oria l  ta b le t . ”

T h e  above  br ie f  and most fragm en tary  resume o f  her l i fe  
is most re freshingly  unique, and leaves much to  be filled in by 
the trad it ions  and - fo lk - lore  o f  the people . These are n o t  
numerous and o f te n  conflic ting .  A n d  so in p ie c in g  tog e th er  
the jade  fragm ents  upon the thread o f  her l ife , many false 
p ieces may be added unintentionally .  H ow ever ,  certa in  iacts  
o f  her  l i fe  are m ore o r  less accepted  at the present time.

She was a h ig h -b orn  g ir l ,  be ing  the daughter  o f  an official 
w ho was disgraced and degraded  bv his E m p e ro r  and sent into 
exile. This fa c t  is not m en tioned  in the m em oria l  tab le t  but 
current co m m e n t  seems to hold to  this  view, since ex i led  
officials were n ot  u ncom m on  in the T an g  Dynasty.  W h e n  the 
g ir l  was but a ch ild ,  be fore  her father  had heen sent into  exile , 
she was standing in f r o n t  o f  her hom e one day and her father 
repeated a line o f  poetry ,  ask ing her to com pose  a second line 
to rhym e w ith  the first th at  he had made. Th is  she d id  
im m ediate ly ,  thus early d em onstra tin g  a natural bent and 
im ag in at ion  fo r  poesy. The fa th er  had noticed the W u  Tung  
Shu (P h o e n ix  tree)  that s tood  in f r o n t  o f  their  house and 
repeated the fo l lo w in g  line  : ,

“ Beside the “ tin d z e ”  stands a phoenix  tree.
W hose  tall  trunk pierces the center  o f  a cloud,

her  answ ering  lines were,— ■
“ W h o s e  leaves in the passing breeze,
W a v e  w elcom e to  th e  b irds  f r o m  north  and south.”
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I  append the rom anization  :

“ T in  c h ie n e  gu Tung, Sung gan zu viiin dzung,
H e r  rep ly ,  “ D ze y in  lan be niao, Y e a  sung wans lai f e n s . ”

B e in g  the ch ild  o f  an official in d isgrace  meant that she 
also was in the same posit ion  as he, and must remain thus 
th roughou t her  l ife  o r  as long as her fa th e r  remained in ex ile .  
T h is  being the case, it  is to  be supposed her l i fe  was n ot  an 
easy one, she being at the m ercy  and whim of  offic ialdom . T hat 
W e i  G ow  asked her  to jo in  h im in his wine d r in k in g  and 
com p ose  verses f o r  h im  reveals the fa c t  that she had p r o b a b ly  
already been taken in to  his  household as a s ing-song girl  ; fo r  
a woman to jo in  in a dr ink ing  bout, in those days at least, was 
rather beyond the bounds f o r  a virtuous maiden. I t  further  
shows that W e i  G ow  en joyed  her w it  and honored  her f o r  her 
poesy. D uring  these earl ier  years, she wrote  and chanted 
verses, but by  f a r  the grea ter  am ount o f  h er  work was done in 
her la ter  years when a sad m ood  had seemed to have overtaken 
her.  She donned the robes o f  the Daoist order ,  and in the 
seclusion o f  her ow n  l i t t le  home, com posed  the wistful lyr ics  
w hich  have been preserved f o r  us. A c c o r d in g  to T?e-i: Gu 
( { $ & ! )  who has recorded  a very  sm ali f ract ion  o f  her verses for  
us, she com posed  in a ll  over  five hundred separate poem s or 
verses. The  vast m a jo r i ty  o f  these are said to be los t  o r  m is
sing now.

Those verses w hich  we have o f  course lose a grea t  deal in 
the translation  in to  E nglish , f o r  so many allusions and 
m etaphors  are strange to our ears ,  and it  is a lm ost im possible  
to  put such verses w hich  in the Chinese have rhythm  and co lor ,  
in to  an English  equivalent that is not flat and uninteresting. 
E m o t io n  is the same am ong all  peoples, and so if  you will feel 
w ith  Hsueh T ’ao her emotions, and walk with her am ong  the 
w il l  grasses, I  am sure vou will ca tch  a glimpse o f  her that 
volumes o f  descriptive  phraseology  could not im part  to you. 
T a k e  the fo l lo w in g  lines :

“ I have none to share m y joy ,  when flowers unfold ,  
W hen flo.wers fade, in solitude I  grieve.
Blossoms b loom  and fa l l— l a m  alone.
I bind a tu ft  o f  f lowering grasses.
T o  send to  m y beloved—



1 8  THE WEST CHNA MISSIONARY NEWS

“ S p r in g  is a heaviness upon m y h e a r t— I  would fo rg e t ,  
But still  the b irds  s ing m ournful sweet—
The flowers d r o o p — wind steals  th e ir  fragrance .
T h e  days pass and I  see no m arr iage -d ay  ahead, 
T here  is no one to  w hom  m y heart is bound. '

A n d  as an a fte r - th ou g h t  she add s  :
The jade pure maiden fo lds  aw ay her m irro r .
D oes  the sprin g  wind k n ow  all th is ? ”

T he last tw o  lines supply the Chinese setting. One can see 
the w istful look  in her eyes as she fo lds  up her l i t t le  polished 
m etal m irror ,  and having seen no  hope o f  an early  m arriage  
in that l it t le  m irror ,  she muses and is b ro u g h t  to  her  senses 
aga in  b y  the spring wind in h er  h air ,— ‘ D oes  the spring  wind 
k n o w  all this ?’ she adds.

A ga in  we find her in a grey  m o o d — tired  a f t e r  a lon g  day 
in the open.

“ F o r  a lon g  time I  s tood  lo o k in g  at the roses,
M y  h ear t ’s akin to them , th e ir  fra gra n ce  lingers in m y gown. 
I  th ink o f  you  my fr ien d ,  d w e l l in g  n ear the em erald  river .
I  am weary. I  shnll go  back to m y hom e in the E a s t ;
T h e  swallows in the tw il igh t ,  fly to  the W est .
T o d a y  1 have looked everywhere .
I love the g row in g  things a m on g  the hills,—
T h e  r ibbons o f  my shoes, my skirt ,
A r e  e m b ro id e re d  w ith  winged seeds and grasses,
F r o m  the garm ent o f  the earth.
F low ers  on  m y sleeves, Howers in my hair ,
A l l  announce that I  have been nature’s guest.

H e r  fan cy  seems to  be pleased b y  the thought o f  free  and 
flying things, f o r  in  th e  f o l l o w in g  lines she again refers to 
f ly in g  seeds

Th e  F ly in g  W i l l o w  Seeds.

“ I n  the second m onth  the w il low  b loom s,
So l igh t  and a ir y , -  -
T h e  9pring w in d  b lo w in g  them b a ck  and f o r th  
W a fted  the silken seedlings  against our gowns.
N o  a ffect ion  d o  they know,
These vagabonds  o f  the a i r ,—
F ly in g  to  the N o r t h  and South 1”
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The Chinese p h ilosophy  is seen here where she refers to the 
lack  o f  affect ion  in the seedlings that fly over the face o f  the 
earth . W h a t  filial son would thus leave his fam ily  t o  roam to 
N o r t h  and South  ?

One r u b b in g  I  have is said to be from  a cop y  in stone of 
the characters  done in her own hand. I t  is c a l led — “ The 
W estern  C l i f f . ” T h e  poem  was written  in  her dec l in ing  years, 
as is shown in the t rem b lin g  strokes o f  her brush. The  poem 
represents the old poet  standing o r  resting upon a c l i f f  th inking 
o f  the fine o ld tim es and the friends that have gone. L ik e  many 
o ld  people, she is l iv in g  in the pleasures o f  the past, y e t  unlike 
m ost  o ld people she does n ot  become verbose in describing 
them . H e r  a r t  is rather is th at  of  the im pressionist. B y  a few 
b o ld  strokes, she outlines the picture o f  an outing o f  long  ago  
upon the clif f .  She says :

“ L ean ing  against the rail .
The  thought com es to me.
O f  those old f r iend s  who rode the whales.
I  prepare the wine,
In  the breeze I  wait,
I  wave to them.
A  sound o f  gentle  rain.
T h e  horses stop.
T h e  shadows lengthen.
The c icada zooms !”

In  re ferr ing  to  her  f r ien d s  as “ those w ho rode  the whales,” 
she is doing them great h onor .  F o r  it  is putt ing  them in the 
same ca ta g orv  as L i  T a i  P o  the im m o r t a l  Chinese poet, who, 
so the legend goes, a f te r  a usual dr in k in g  bout saw the moon 
reflected in the waves o f  the ocean. A nxious  to  reach the 
beautiful moon, he rode away upon the back  o f  a whale. The  
legend infers th at  he a tta ined  his desire. H e  d id n ’t com e 
back.

T h e  verse ' l ia in  D uring  th e  D og w ood  Festival ’ seem s appropriate  
n ow  when we s t i l l  have the C h rysanthem um s with us.

“ A  strange wind f o r  a thousand miles.
B i t te r  w in try  weather,
T h e  river and the streets are deserted 
The day is d a rk  and g loom y ,
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The G o ld en  Chrysanthem um s do n o t  fear  the co ld ,  
T h e y  fill the garden with th e ir  fragrance .
The F lo w e r  Spirit; h olds  cou rt  with her Beauties. 
She can n ot  bear that men should see her.
A t  her com m and the wind and rain.
H av e  veiled  the garden  p oo l  f r o m  s igh t.”

A n d  again  she speaks o f  “ A u tu m n ” .
“ The Hibiscus flowers have fallen,

T h e  mountains o f  Shuh are ch ill ,
A  c o ld  co lo r ,  a  g ird le  o f  smoke,
H an g s  above  the w ater - fa l l ,—
I t ’s v o ice  like silken lute strings.
M y  heart is full o f  sorrow ,
W h a t  knows the sheltered maiden 
O f cava lry  and  s w o r d s ?
Alone, when the m oon  is h igh ,
M y  heart cries out to  m v lover.
The Shin pu leaves, tender and delicate  
H ave  w ith ered .
F a l l in g  blossoms choke  the stream ,—
Y o u  must n ot  go  back 
Th rou gh  the bleak mountain pass,
The m o o n  lights m y gatew ay ,
L o n e ly ,  I  w a it . ”

M rs.  C a n r igh t  has done the translation o f  m ost  o f  these 
poem s f r o m  the Chinese and here is one called “ H o m e -s ic k ’ ’ 
that should appeal to  all w ho have been to  Omei. W h e t h e r  o r  
n o t  we can  ca ll  that rushing Tu n g  R i v e r ' l i k e  o i l ’ ( p r o b a b ly  
Tung  Yu) is  a question. I ,  f o r  one, wish it were more o i l y — it> 
m igh t  be less o f  a torrent .  H e re  is the poem  :

“ B elow  O m ei the waters m ove like oil,
T h o u g h  my heart is l i k e  the river,
Y e t  must I  stay.
"When will I  have a sail  to c a r r v  me away ?
W h en  shall I  hear the splash of the oars,
A n d  fo l lo w  the song o f  the rowers,
G l id in g  dow n the center  o f  the s trea m ?”

M any Chinese poets have w rit ten  n ot  only  o f  her  “ incom parab le  
beauty” — her eye -b row s  like silk w orm s” , but also in h ig h e s t  
praise  o f  her poem s  a b o u t”  the m oon ’s curved h ook  o f  jade, 
“ T h e  poet  Y u a n  has w ritten . :
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“ She is to Szechuan as M ou n t  Omei,
O r  the R iv e r  o f  B roca d ed  Satin.

H e r  poem s are as beautiful as the parrot,
H e r  essays as the P h o e n i x ’ feathers.

A l l  poets, reading in despair,
T h r o w  d ow n  their  pens.

The lord s  and nobles  all dream ed o f  her.
W e  are separated bv  smoke and water.

W e  see only f lowering grasses
A n d  the five clouds o f  heaven.

H e r  poem s d o  not need our praise or  eom m ent, they have lived 
f o r  centuries.

U N I V E R S I T Y  S T U D E N T S  M O B I L I Z E

“ Japan in M anchuria”  burst l ike  a b o m b  into the student 
w o r ld  o f  China. F r o m  the coast we hear o f  intensely ex c i te d  
■student groups, o f  schools closed, o f  students rushing to Nanking 
Do offer themselves as soldiers, o f  weeks devoted  in Universities  
to  M il i ta ry  train ing, F irst  A id  tra in ing and study o f  the 
J apan -M an ch u ria  p rob lem , o f  M ilitary  d r i l l  so str ingent 
that two absences meant dismissal f r o m  the U n ivers ity .

A n d  what o f  W est China U n io n  U n iv e r s i ty ?  A t  first, 
exc i te m e n t  encouraged by exaggerated rumor ran high, fiery 
speeches were made, faces looked  strained, and there was 
a. tension o f  feeling, but fortu nate ly  the president and the 
Chinese student leaders lost no time in a id in g  the students 
in plans f o r  a constructive  p a tr io t ic  progra m . The im mediate 
p r o b le m  was o rgan iza tion  f o r  the student dem onstration  on 
the double  tenth. Our students f o r  the first t im e in th eir  
h is to ry  were to  attend this gath er in g  in the c i ty  park enm&sse, 
g i r l s  and boys .  F lags ,— a small one f o r  each student, m ourn
ing bands, posters, speeches were prepared : Then when on the
m orn in g  o f  the parade the fiftv s ix  girls  in residence m arched 
o u t  in m ilitary  like  o rd e r  all c lad  in dark blue uniforms, the
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s p ir i t  o f  o rd er  spread to  the o th er  co l lege  groups, and the 
president might' well be proud o f  the line up th at  he led out. 
T h a t  was a red letter  day f o r  the student o rga n iza t ion  o f  the 
U n iv ers ity .  T h ey  were g iven  a warm reception , were praised 
f o r  their  organ iza t ion  and patriotism , and returned fee ling  that 
at last the att itude o f  the public  had changed  f r o m  m ock ery  
to  app rova l .  The  result was a fixed determ in at ion  to  justify  
themselves still  fu rth er  in the eves o f  the public,  to  v ind icate  
th e ir  place as pa tr io t ic  Chinese. T h e re  was an other  motive— ■ 
much talk had gone on o f  ‘ three minute p a t r io t i sm ’, o f  those 
w ho  shout loudly but accom plish  n o th in g .  T h e  students c o n 
sciously  set out to show themselves capable  o f  sustained p a tr io t 
ism. A n d  o f  course underlying all there was a sincere love  o f  
cou ntry  and a suppressed fear  that Japan had cau ght  her in a 
m om ent o f  weakness.

The campus buzzed with  a ct iv ity .  I t  seemed to be a po in t  
o f  h on or  to  attend classes, and to  keep their  w ork  as nearly up 
to  standard as poss ib le ,  but a series o f  evening lectures were 
g iven  on the Japan -M an chu ria  question and all that pertained 
to  it . . .  . and the ‘ fac ts ’ were passed on  to the pu b lic  by  
groups  o f  students appointed  f o r  propaganda. A rra n gem en ts  
were made f o r  classes in first a id. A  teacher o f  drill  gave a 
lecture f o r  one h our  on Saturdav a fternoons ,  and the students 
d ec id in g  that dr i l l  w ithout a u n ifo rm  would be abso lute ly  
la ck ing  in interest w ent in to  U n i fo r m .  Teachers  w ere Btart- 
led to be faced bv lads in grev , the caps, belts, and all o f  the 
o rd in a ry  fixings o f  the m i lita ry  officer gave our campus so m e 
what the appearance o f  a cam p. G irls  appeared in long  grev 
dresses. Then plans went on f o r  a series o f  en terta inm ents  f o r  
w hich  tickets  were to be sold and the proceeds were to  be given 
to  the R ed  C ross— to be used f o r  war, and in case there was to  
be no w ar f o r  the F lo o d  R e l ie f  fund.

N o v e m b e r  the th irteenth  and fourteenth  were the days o f  
the b ig  ‘ hweh ’ it  was held in  San H si  G ai church , and one 
hundred and f i fty  students were engaged in it. A  rainy day 
th inned dow n  the first days attendance but Saturday n ight  saw 
a full house. T h ere  were in all five perform ances .  One was 
impressed with the o rd e r  and d ig n ity  o f  the whole proceedings,  
the business like uniform s, the prestige  g iven  to  the whole 
a ffa ir  b y  the presence o f  the president and teachers. In  the 
p rog ra m  there was a grea t  deal o f  em otional ism  c l im axed  by  
a ‘ son g  o f  hate ’ , but even  this phase was characterised  by a 
fearless cr it ic ism  o f  the evils  that weaken China and make 
her  the v ic t im  o f  her enemy. T o  one who could see past this
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element o f  the p rog ra m  there was a surprisingly g ood  quality 
of  m usic ,costum ing, staging, literature and acting. A  classical 
p lav and dance were presented which were of  a standard wort hv 
o f  a U n i  versitv. T h e  audience were app rec ia tive  and respectful 
and the newspapers gave no adverse cr it ic ism , but announced 
the per form ance  to be the best o f  its kind that Chengtu has 
witnessed. ■

T h e  student b odv  here em erged f r o m  their  experience, 
worn  out but with tw o  thousand dollars to  donate to  the R ed  
Cross, with a respect on the part  o f  the pu b lic  greater than 
they have ever been accord ed  before ,  and with the fee l ing  that 
as Christian students thev are, at last to  be g iven  th eir  rightful 
place in the student world .  And this thev have accom plished 
bv their  own efforts , f o r  in all o f  the proceedings  thev have 
shown an independence o f  the fore ign ers  which the fore ign  
teachers very wisely respected.

T H E  U N I O N  M I D D L E  S C H O O L ,  C H E N G T U

■ The exam ination  hall  was packed on those two davs early 
in S ep tem ber  when tw o  hundred and n ine tv -e ight  boys tried 
the entrance exam inations. W h at  should be done with them ? 
W e  knew there would be a hundred and seventy-five o ld pupils 
back, and d o r m it o r y  and class room  accom odation  was only 
sufficient o f  three hundred ! Standards were set h igh, and the 
names o f  ab ou t  a hundred and fifty  o f  these boys  were posted 
up as hav ing passed the examinations. They were summoned 
to  appear be fore  a “ ju r y ”  consisting o f  the principal,  dean, 
p r o c to r  and heads o f  departm ents. Each b oy  was questioned 
o ra lly  and each one o f  the “ ju r y ” pr ivate ly  noted a “ g o o d ' ’ , 
“ pass ’ o r  “ fa i l” . W h en  these were all added up, the result was 
that one hundred and eleven were adm itted .  A  second e xam ina 
t ion  was held tw o  weeks later at which one hundred and th irty-  
t i g h t  bovs tried the exam inations. Many o f  these were m is 
sion school  boys w ho,  not suspecting that they  were to be put 
on  the same fo o t in g  with non-m ission  bovs  as fa r  as entrance 
requirements and standards were concerned , had a rr ived  f o r  
th e  opening o f  school ,  too  late f o r  the first entrance e x a m in a 
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t ion . T n e  same procedure  was fo l low ed  and we foun d  we had 
s ix t y  more boys  to  look  a fter .

Th en  fo l low ed  mauv com m it tee  meetings to a rran ge  fo r  
d o r m i t o r y  and classroom  a c c o m o d a t io n  f o r  these new-pupils 
(all the pupils are in residence). Tne  pr incipa l  visited each  
d o r m ito ry  and suggested where ex tra  b oys  m ig h t  be c row d ed  
in !  H ow  we hops that those missions wh ich are con tem pla t in g  
building new d o r m ito r ie s  will d o  so r igh t  soon ! The  Canadian 
d o r m it o r y  is the on ly  one on  th e  M id d le  S ch oo l  campus. A l l  
the present dorm itor ies  o f  the o th e r  missions are on the U n iv e r 
sity campus and widely  separated. T h is  makes many adm inistra- 
t ioaa l  difficulties and very grea t ly  hinders the developm ent o f  
a s ch oo l  esprit  de  corp .

Classroom a cco m o d a t io n  was also a difficulty. Those w ho 
believe in fa i r ly  m o d e rn  educationa l  m ethods regard i t  as 
fortu nate  that when the s ch o o l  was built the c lassroom s were 
designed f o r  o a lv  twenty-five pupils. But the F in ance  C o m 
mittee is d is t in c t ly  worried . Expenses are g e t t in g  ahead o f  
in com e to  such an e x ten t  that n o t  on ly  are the c o -op era t in g  
missions go in g  to  be asked to  raise their  grant by on e -th ird ,  
but also it is proposed  to  raise the fees three dollars a term. 
A n d  even witn both  o f  these the budget f o r  next  year  does n ot  
balance ! H o w  nice it  would be, f rom  the purely financial 
aspect, to  take in m ore and m ore  pupils and have the same 
num ber o f  teachers !  T h is  year ’s first year  Science class has 
n inety-three pupils and should righ tly  be d iv ided in to  fou r  
sections, but that is financially impossible, so the three sections 
have to  crow d  into  three c la ssroom s  built f o r  twenty-five each !

O n  the o th er  hand, while the Science course is thus bursting 
with  pupils (m any o f  them bound fo r  medicine or  den tis try ) ,  
and A r ts  has one overcrow d ed  section, the bare dozen bovs o f  
the first year N o r m a l  look  rather scarce  in  a c lassroom  ! I  
must confess that it  is a rather s cant he lp in g ,o f  E ducation  that 
the N orm a l  course bovs get served to  them d u r in g  the three 
years in the senior middle school  here, but what there is o f  it  
is good ,  so they  will g o  out to teach with at least a general idea 
o f  the h ow  aud why o f  their  j o b .  But how  e x tra ord in a ry  that 
o f  one hundred and seventy-one bovs co m in g  in to  the first year 
this fa l l  on ly  twelve should be th inking earnestly  o f  teaching ! 
W h e n  a lm ost every  p r o b le m  we face  in Chinese society  today 
has its  roots  in the lack o f  general education  !

Last  year the co  operat in g  m issionsagreed that the U n io n  
M iddle  S ch o o l  com e under University  ad m in is tra t ion .  Th is  
means a ue'w o rg a n iza t ion  which is n ot  easy  to  a ccom plish
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quickly .  F r o m  the  beginning the school has had a d ir e c t  
con nect ion  w ith  the missions, and has been responsible to them 
because they have annually appointed the B oa rd  o f  Managers. 
This d irec t  con tact  w ith  the missions we are eager to maintain. 
Then too ,  th e  U n io n  M id d le  S ch oo l  has been registered with 
the governm ent f o r  a num ber o f  vears, as is a lso our mission- 
appointed  B oa rd  o f  Managers. I f  we are to keep our standing 
as a registered school  we cannot be taken over  entire ly  and 
im m ediate ly  b y  the U n ivers ity ,  as ye t  an un-registered institu 
tion ( th e ir  B oard  o f  D ire c to rs  have just recently  com p le ted  
registration , and the registration  o f  the U n ivers ity  itself  is 
progress in g  fav orab ly ) .  S'O the problem s before  the U nivers ity  
and M iddle  Sch ool  C o -ord in a t ion  C om m ittee  are  evident and 
anyth ing  but easy.

This  fall is the last time that we can take in pupils without 
d ip lom as  f r o m  registered jun ior  middle schools  and exp ect  
them to  receive graduation  d ip lom as from  the govern merit. I  
understand that one-tenth  o f  the total enro lm ent may be 
“ special” students who have not governm ent ju n ior  m iddle  
school  d ip lom as , but w hether o r  n o t  these few -will in- able  to 
get graduation d ip lom as  on com p le t ing  their  w ork here, we do 
n o t  know.

W hen the co -opera t ing  missions agreed on the small grants-  
in-aid , they also agreed to  con tr ibute  eighteen hours o f  teach 
ing a week each. On the average we get  h alf  this am ount. I  
th in k  the general idea was that this should be by foreigners  
and f o r  the most p a rt  the teaching o f  English. M iss H utchinson  
as head o f  the English department has been able to  arrange 
that each class gets three hours a week f r o m  foreigners .  These 
men and wom en are n ot  on ly  English  teachers but enthusiastic 
“ boosters ” . o f  the M iddle  School.  T h e i r w o r k  is appreciated  
very  greatly by  the boys as well as b y  the adm in istration .  But 
Miss Hutchinson has found it extrem ely  difficult proper ly  to 
lo o k  a fter  the o th er  three hours ; i t  is now “ G ra m m a r”  taught 
bv  Chinese teachers,— some good , others  using a p o o r  im ita t ion  
o f  the m ethod we had to  undergo twenty-f ive years a g o  in 
Lat in .  The system is fa r  fr o m  ideal and we are h oping  it can 
be im proved , which could readily  be accom plished if  more mis
sionaries  could give  us a few hours o f  tea ch in g .  X o t  on ly  
would the U nivers ity  English standards be then autom atica lly  
raised, but the bovs  would have the opp ortu n ity  o f  more c o n 
tacts w ith  fo re ig n e rs — a relationship  which they appreciate so 
much and which is to  be coveted by  us. These boys  are now at 
that interesting and s ignificant ( if  sometimes errat ic )  ideal-
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f o r m in g  age at w h ich  i t  is a pr iv i lege  and a d e l igh t  to  -work 
w ith  them  as well  as a solemn trust.

W h i le  we p r o b a b ly  lose a lot  in school  sp ir i t  bv  haying 
p rac t ica l ly  no e x t ra -cu rr icu la r  a c t iv it ie s  o f  the s choo l  as a 
whole, yet  each d o r m it o r y  has m any o f  its ow n. M orn in g  
assemblies o r  chapel services, o rgan ized athletics ,  clubs such as : 
L i te ra ry ,  Science, D ram atic ,  Music, Social Service ,  B ib le  study 
groups, etc .,  m ake a rich, en joyab le  l ife  f o r  the boys. In  many 
o f  these activ it ies  fore ign ers  are coach ing , lead ing  o r  advising, 
and I  have been stru ck  at the keenness and de ligh t  o f  the boys 
in having them  w ith  them. Several o f  the missions gave recep
tions f o r  the boys in th e ir  d or m itor ies ,  at which the foreigners, 
the o lder  fore ign  ch ildren ,  and a few o f  the Chinese teachers 
p layed group games w ith  the boys. One pupil ’s English  c o m 
pos it ion  the fo l lo w in g  week gives a suggestion o f  what it meant 
to  them, I  was part icu larly  interested in the train o f  thought 
w h ich  the p lay ing tog e th er  started in his mind. H e  called  his 
essay “ M y  Im p ress ions  on P la y in g ” . H e  w rote  (w ith  some 
c o r r e c t i o n s ) : “ W h e n  I  came there I  saw that every  grou p  had
one o r  tw o  fore igners ,  e ither  a man o r  a wom an, w ho talked
f r i e n d l y ............... A f t e r  we had tea, there were g a m e s ...................
T h ere  were three fo r e ig n  bovs  in our group. T h ey  were very  
pleased and happy. T h ere  was no feeling o f  fear  as before  when
they saw the Chinese s t u d e n t s ...................... I  th ou ght  o f  the
Chinese scholars w ho do  n ot  like to p lay w ith  those beneath 
them, and the fo l l o w in g  questions came to  m y mind : ‘ W h y
were they glad t o  expend much m onev to  d o  t h i s ? ’ ‘W e r e  they 
as glad to  “ jo in  fr ien d s” as Jesus C h rist  ?’ ‘ Should we div ide 
Chinese and fore ign ers  in the Church  ?’ ‘ Is C h r is t  a western
C h r i s t ? ’ ................ ”  The fore ign ers  also com e away w ith
“ im pressions”  o f  g ood  fe l low ship  and mutual trust.

L .  E . W lLLM OTT

Health Sunday, March 6th, 1931 

Watch for programme
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A N  O P E N  L E T T E R  T O  T H E  W E S T  C H I N A  N E W S

I  have much to sav on a lm ost anv top ic .  I  have n o  end of 
ideas— am just bursting  with them, but som ehow  the magazines 
d o  not like the way I  express the ideas. T h a t  must be it. The 
difficulty is with my language and not with  mv ideas. B v  way 
o f  a s tarte r  let me say a few w ords  about w hat C h ina  looked 
like to  me when I  visited it last summer.

I  was appalled again at the p ov erty  and at the excess 
population and wondered how China could ever o v e r c o m e a l l  the 
handicaps o f  pov erty  and ignorance. F o r  a. time I  was o v e r 
whelmed with it ana then  I  met some o f  the per fect ly  splendid 
men and women who are the hope o f  China, and I  buckled on 
mv courage once m ore  and said, -‘W i t h  such people, nothing in 
the wav o f  c iv i l ization  is im possible.”  O f  course, no one can 
th ink  o f  the p r ob lem  of  China and exp ect  anything to happen 
w ith in  a few vears. I t  will take decaoes and perhaps centuries, 
but. k n ow in g  Chinese h istory  and knowing some o f  her  present 
leaders, I  am sure that in the end she will com e throu gh .

T h e  flood was just beginning when I  was in S h angha i and 
S o o ch o w ,  and I  did not quite realize then how terriiic  it  would 
be in its outcome. I  count it one o f  the great tragedies o f  
m odern times.

I  th ink that i t  takes a great  deal more courage than ever 
f o r  a missionary to go  into W est  China. F ran k ly  I  should n ot  
like to con tem plate  a t r ip  in a small boat on the upper Yangtze  
o r  the M in , rivers on which I  have spent many happy days. 
T h e  thought o f  a r iver  j o u r n iv  always gave me a thr i l l .  N ow  
■— I am n ot  so sure. I  rem em ber com in g  up through bandit 
cou n try  below Chungking with George Neumann, Y a n g  H w a-  
san, and L i  Tsung-kai,  in 1920. I t  was not very bad and we 
e n jo y e d  it, but at the same t im e we expected any time to be 
robbed

As to  the j o b  ou t  there. I  can not  imagine that it  is much 
dif ferent  than before-. I  mean the thing to be done. T h e  method 
may dif fer. I t  is u n d ou bted ly  a m ore  difficult task and many 
d o  n ot  have the same m otivat ion  that we had 40 o r  even 20 
years ago. But W est  China still  needs all  that the U nivers ity  
can  do in every  line. I t  undoubtedly needs the hospitals and
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the schools. O f  course, the real w o rk  must be done bv  the 
Chinese. W e  all  know  that it must be great to be there in 
com panionship  with some o f  the s ta lw art  Chinese men and women 
w ho  are working against insuperable  obstacles. '

I  am sure that if  I  were th ere  again I  would make a greater  
e f fort  to  w ork  n ot  on ly  with men and wom en inside the Church, 
bu t  with men and wom en o f  high purpose outside the Church. 
The  essential task is helping China step from  the M id d le  Ages 
into the m odern  w orld .  I t  means helping her make all the 
social adjustments, the change f r o m  one ep och  in to  another.

The whole world is g o in g  through some such social change 
aB occu rred  when man first em erged f r o m  the brutes. I t  is 
shaking  all our  o ld notion s  to  rags and tatters. W e  can see a 
few  goals ahead and we must a l l  w ork  fo r  those things. I t  
seems to  me that justice  and b roth erh ood  in all relationships 
are things w o r t h  w o rk in g  fo r .

T h e  old conservatism , even here in Am erica ,  seems to  be 
crum blin gaw av.  Manv are  saving that what what we are seeing 
is the end o f  the capita listic  era. I  believe that is true. H o w  
can w e step o v e r  into the N ew  Day and how can we h e lp  China 
to  m ove from  the M id d le  A ges  over in to  the N ew  W o r l d  es ca p 
ing many o f  the cr im es  and ev ils  that we have  had to  endure 
in the W e s t ?  I  do n ot  th ink th a t  c iv i l iz a t io n  is dec lining . I  
th in k  it is g ro w in g  up and w hat we are en d u r in g  are the 
g ro w in g  pains o f  the N e w  Age, and wherever we are  the j o b  is 
w orth  do in g . ,

J a m e s  M. Y a r d .

“ C L O S E  T H A T  D O O R ” .

H o w  o f te n  we shall be hear ing this adm on it ion  in the n e s t  
three months. F a th er  F r o s t  is m ov in g  in from  t h e N o r t h .  The  
open doors  and windows o f  Summ er are being closed against his 
face. Paste is be in g  prepared to  efface the cracks, and some 
places w il l  be stuffed with rags and old newspapers. I n  some 
hom es heavv bed curtains will be drawn close at n igh t  and 
blankets  and pukais w ill  be" pulled overheads o f  sleepers. In
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o t h e r  places, there w ill  be less bath ing  and washing, and wash
ing o f  c loth ing , and people will huddle together,  a w a it in g  the 
arrival o f  the warm S p ring  once m ore.  W h a t  w ill  happen to  
health w ith  this change o f  a c t i o n ?

In  winter, the e f fort  to  keep co ld  a ir  out o f  the house, means 
that the warm air  will be kept in, w hich  also means that the 
same w arm  a ir  w ill  be breathed  and re -breathed  m any times. 
Thus will the warm, retained a ir ,  o f  our houses retain many 
m ore  harmful organisms, than during the w arm er -weather. 
E ven  if  there were n o  harmful organ ism s present in such re
breathed  air, the affect w ill  be to  g rea t ly  low er  the ind iv id ua l ’s 
resistance to  such diseases as, the co m m o n  co ld ,  pneumonia, 
bronchit is ,  tuberculosis.

I t  is quite right to ex p ec t  an increase of,  colds, pnuemonia, 
plague, sore eyes, smallpox, and och er  com m u nicab le  diseases. 
A n d  next sp r in g  will find many new graves because o f  the closed 
doors, and sealed cracks .

Can anyone estimate the econ om ic  loss which w il l  be 
incurred be the great  add it ion  o f  com m on  colds alone, n ot  to  
speak o f  o ther  d am aging  d iseases? I t  is doubtfu l  if there is 
any  o t h e r  disease which does  anyth ing  like one half  the damage 
that is done b y  the co m m o n  cold .  N o t  that the co ld  itself  is the 
w o rs t  e f fect  o f  its in fect ion  but it predisposes  to all  o f  the other 
lung troubles to  which man is heir, low er in g  his resistance to 
these diseases.

The heating o f  our houses, and this  ought to  read “ o v e r 
heating” f o r  that is just what the great m a jo r i ty  o f  us do in 
W in t e r  time, means that the a ir  is much drier, and so much 
m o r e  ir r ita tin g  to the mucous m em brane  o f  the nose and throat, 
which tends to reduce our resistance to  respiratory  diseases, 
com m on est  o f  w hich  is co ld .

N ot ice  i f  this is n ot  correc t ,  the people w ho delay  longest 
in putt ing  up the fa m i ly  house heater, delay t h e a r r iv a l  o f  colds
in their  household . N o t  that we should not warm the houses, 
but that we should have the a ttendant apparatus f o r  moistening 
the a ir  o f  the house, w hich  is heated b y  the heater. K eep  the 
a ir  moist', never let the heat get above  70 degrees Fahrenheit ,  
and you  will do a lot tow a rd s  keeping colds f r o m  the household .

' W h e n  Y o u  H a y e  a  C o l d ,

1 K eep  away f ro m  where people congregate ,  D o n ’ t be mag- 
naminous and g ive  the co ld  to another .  K e e p  it  yourse lf .

2 N ever  use the same utensils as others  w ih tou t th e ir  first 
being th orou gh ly  cleansed.
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' ' ' "  ' ' ■ ' W
3 D o  n o t  kiss anyone, and d o  n o t  com e in to o  c lose  eon taet

w ith  others.

4 D estroy  y o u r  nose and mouth  secretions,  e i ther  by  bo il in g  
o r  by  fire.

5 Spend a day  o r  tw o  in bed, and as long  as you  may have 
pain o r  fever ,  stay in bed.

.6 R e m e m b e r  that you  haye no  r ight  to  give  a co ld  to  anyone 
any m ore  than you should give one diptheria , o r  sm allpox,  

• ■ or  tuberculosis, and never be bo foo l ish  as t o 1 take a c o ld
. f r o m  anyone else. ,

P R O G R A M  O F  W E S T  C H I N A  B O R D E R

r  , R E S E A R C H  S O C I E T Y ,  1 9 3 1 -1 9 3 2 . .  .. . . . .  ^  . . .

Oct. 24.

N ov. 17.

Dec. 12.

Jan. 2.

March 5.

March 26.

.April 16.

M a y. 7.

and C on fu cian ism . D . L . Phelps.

A n  A n t h r o p o lo g i s t  on  the T ibetan  B ord er .
' G . T .  Bowles.

O ne  H undred  Y e a r s  o f  C h in a ’s F ore ign  R e la t ions ,  
183 1-1 9 3 1 .  H .  1). R o b e r t so n

Söm e Elem ents  o f  Chinese L a t t ice ,  w ith  N o t e s  on 
Szechw an  Specia lties .  ( I l lu s tra ted )  D . S .  D ye .

Sp ir its  and M a g ic  jn Chinese R e l ig i o n .
A .  J .  B race .

B lazin g  a H ealth  T r a i l  in W e s t  China.
W .  C r a w fo r d

S o c io -e c o n o m ic  A spects  o f  Chinese A gricu ltu re .
F. D ick inson

A n  E xcu rs ion  in to  Chinese M y t h o lo g y .
Miss B. E .  Bassett
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’ ■ ■ '   V • r i \ ' \ \ \' ‘ '
—■ In  add it ion  to  the above  meetings it is expected  that M r. 
E d g a r  will speak to  the S o c ie ty  some t im e  a fter  he returns from  
his tr ip  to the coast, p r oba b ly  in M arch  o r  A p r i l .  1
J T h e  W e s t  China B o r d e r 'R e s e a r c h  S oc ie ty  was organized 
in  1922 b y  a g rou p -o f  Szechwan missionaries interested in the 
l i f e  o f  thé1 B o rd e r  peoples, i t  now has a m em bersh ip  o f  ap- 
p r o x im a t e ly s i i ty - f iv e .  All W es t  China fo lk  w ho are interested 
in  investigations in to  the prob lem s  o f  W es t  China and its 
B ord ers  are invited to  jo in  the Soc ie ty .  A  Journal is published 
land to  make the Journal a still  grea ter  success a still  larger 
m em bersh ip is  Heeded. N on-residents  o f  W est  China a re in v ired  
•to becom e corresp ond ing  m e m b e r s : '1

Application's fo r  m em bership  should be sent to  the secretary. 
'Dr. Leslie G. K i lb o r n ,  Chengtu. Theannual m em bersh ip  dues 
are $ 5 .00  silver. ' ‘

T R A V E L  T H I R D  C L A S S  A N D  

■ S E E  T H E  W O R L D .  ,

Several people asked Dr. Havernaale to send an expense 
accou nt o f  his journevings through  E u rope .  A n itemized account 
has been rece ived  'and m a y1 be inqu ired f o r  a t  the o f f i c e o f  the 
U n iv e rs i ty  btirsar.  Dr.  H averm ale  Kays ;
1 “ O ur  t r ip  was delightfu l.  The  season o f  the yekr co u ld n ’ t 
be im proved  upon fo r  c o m fo r t  and beauty. T w o  we.eks ear l ier  
in  H o l la n d  WouidhaVe been better  to  see the tulip and hyacinth 
fa rm s  fu ll  b ldom . Arid we would have kept warm ed c lo th in g  
f o r  Palestine and Europe i f  we hadn’t taken the w ord  of 
’traveller^ that Palest ine  and S yr ia  would be very hot ,  and that 
we would be en jov in g  sum m er weather in some o f  the other  
places. H ow ever ,  we held to  our or ig ina l  schedule a long the 
to u te  ind icated , 'leav ing  ou t  on ly  A n tw erp .  W e  could n ot  get 
e i t h e r  the American. E xpress  o r  C o o k ’s to  handle ou r  journey 
th ird  class, but we worked through the Ita lian  a gen cy  ( C . l .T . )  
’a nd  went through quite c o m fo r t a b ly  a t  $ 1300  less than the 
A m erican  E xpress  quoted U3 f o r  the same tr ip  on th eir  inde 
pendent T o u r  I I 'C l a s s  scale. W e  saw all that could possibly
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be  cro w d e d  in durin g  the six m onths  o f  our travel,  but we 
a ttem pted  no  n igh t  l i fe ,  being con ten t— especially  w ith  Jer-  
r o ld — to give ourselves a g ood  n ig h t ’s rest in each  place .  W e  
fou n d  the people  with w hom  we travelled  always k ind and 
a ccom odatin g  as well as interesting. T h ere  were no unpleasant 
con tacts  such as the T ravel  A gen cies  assumed that we would 
find in I I I  Class.”  •

C H E N G T U  B O O K  C L U B .

T h e  B o o k  C lu b  can ’t  supply all y o u r  needs but it  can help 
and it g la d ly  b o r r o w s  y o u r  new books a fte r  you  have read them . 
T h ere  fo l low s  a lis t  o f  recent accessions.

Andrews, C. F.  
B o jer ,  J.
B u ck ,  P .
B y rd ,  R .
Cather,  W . 
C o lbourne ,  M. 
C h rist ie ,  A . 
Craven, T . 
F le m in g ,  D. J. 
Hall ,  F . N .  
H ar in g ,  D.
I l in ,  M.
Inge , W. R .  
K o m r o f f ,  M. 
L ew isoh n ,  L . 
Munthe. A. 
M o r t o n , -H . 'V". 
M elville ,  H . 
Marshal,  B. 
M ackail ,  D . 
R in ehart ,  M. 15. 
Russel
Stewart,  J . L .  
Shaw, G. B.

M ahatm a Gandi, his own Story .
T h e  Great Hunger.
T h e  G o o d  E arth .
L i t t l e  A m e r ica  
Shadow s on the R o c k  
T h e  B e a l  Bernar^ Shaw 
T h e  M ystery  o f  the Blue Train ,
M en  o f  A r t .
H e lp in g  P e o p le  G row .
F aery  L an ds  o f  the South Seas
Th e  Land o f  G od s  and Earth-Q uakes.
N ew  R u ss ia ’s P r im er
C h rist ian  E th icsan d  M od ern P rob lem s .
T w o  Thieves
U p  Stream
The S torv  o f  San M iche le  
W h e n  Y o u  g o  to  L on d on  
M o b v  D ick
F a th er  M a la cb y ’s M irac le
T h e  Square C irc le  ,
M y  S tory
F a th e r  . ■
Gods o f  W e a lth  and W a r
T h e  A pple  C a r t  . -



THE WEST CHINA MISSIONARY NEWS 3 3

Scott ,  E .F .  
T hom pson  et al, 
T hom pson, E d w a rd .  
W a rd ,  H .
W arn er ,  F .  L .  
Walpole ,  H . 
W il l iam e .  G. 
C om piled

The K in g d o m  o f  God 
The C iv il ization  o f  the Renaissance 
A Farewell to India  
W h ic h  W a y  R e lig ion  •
T h e  Unintentional C h arm  o f  Men
A b o v e  the D ark  T u m u lt
T h e  Passionate  P i lg r im
P o in ts  o f  V iew
M ore  Points  o f  V ie w
A n  A n th o lo g y  o f  M od ern  Verse.

E R R A T A

W il l  you k ind ly  make the fo l low in g  changes in you r  M is
sion  D ir e c t o r y  ;

P age  9 ; R e v .  A .  M. S t ib b ’s Chinese name should be written

Pa^e 1 5 ;  R ev .  and M r.  W .  C. Chapm an are at PeDgshui Hsien,
°  m - f t U Sze-

Page  17 ; Mr. L eon a rd  W ig h a m  is at Suining, not Tungliang. 

P age  2 3 ;  Hudspeth , R ev .  W .  H ., M . A . ,  1909, and wife, 19:25.

W e  gladly add to  the list o f  those w ho are being w elcom ed 
to  W e s t  China this  fall.

China Inland Mission New Friends

R ev d  J .  Carpen ter  

R ev d  R .  D. Guiness 

R e v d  C. W .  E ll ison  

R e v d  G. H .  A ld is  

Miss H ough ton  

D r .  M . W . B .  G ray 

D r. T .  R .  M urray
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Improving thoughts.

Speaking o f  shar ing ,

“ L i f e ’s give and take ; S is ’ C ow  she laugh, 
I  g ives m v m ilk  and dey takes m y ca l f  : 
A n d  when co n te n tm e n t ’s hard to  find,
I, chews m y  cud to  ease m y m ind.
A n d  vou a int b y  yo'uself  in dat, in dat, 
Y o u  aint bv  youself  in d a t . ”

D a d d v  D o f u n n y ’s Jin<;li

Summar’s Three W oulds

i:I  would  I  -were beneath  a tree, 
A-sleepiDg in the shade ;
W it h  all the bills I ’ ve g o t  to  pay,

P a id  !

I  would I  were beside the sea 
A -sail iD g  in a b o a t ;
W it h  all  the things I ’ve g o t  to  write  

W  rote.

I  would I  were on y o n d e r  hill 
A -b a k in g  in the sun ;
W it h  all the work I ’ ve g o t  to  do,

D o n e .”

M y  w ork  quite w orr ied  me to -d ay  
So th at  I  cou ld  n ot  do  m y  best,
U n t i l  I  had th is  love ly  thought,
‘The  w or ld  can stand it i f  I  rest. ’

T h e  C h e e k f u l  C h e r u
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C hungking residents feel they are n ow  considerably  nearer 
the centre  o f  things since the A ir  Mail service has been extended 
to th is m etropol is .  A  plane arrived on Oct .  10th. f o r  inspec
t ion  and stayed several days. The  first regular A i r  M oil  arrived 
on O ct .  21st. and the first f o r  dow n  r iver  le ft  on the 23rd. 
Miss M . E . A l len  (W .F .M  .S . ) g o in g  on furlough, was a passen
ger on the first tr ip  and thus has the dist inct ion  o f  b e ing  the 
first passenger from  W e s t  China . Miss Allen also en jovs the 
d ist inction  o f  being the first w om an  to  ride a m o t o r  car  in 
C h un gk ing  and also the first to  dr ive  one. B v  the same A ir  
M a i l  reply letters have been received from  H a n k o w  in three 
days and f r o m  Shanghai in one week.

M r.  R .  11. Service, Reg ion a l  Secretary  f o r  W est  China of 
the N a tion a l  C om m ittee  o f  the Y . M . C . A .  was in Chungking 
f o r  a week on his wav to Chengtu and expects  to spend several 
m ore  weeks in Chungking on his way back fro m  Chengtu towards 
the end o f  N ov em b er .

A  reception was held in the W .F .M .S .  home in D ai Djia 
H a n g  on Sat. O ct .  31st. b y  the m em bers  o f  the M. E . Mission 
in h onou r  o f  th e ir  returning and new workers .  R eturned  from  
fur lou gh  are Dr.  A: Mrs. M anly ,  Dr. & Mrs. Gentry, Miss L„ 
Holm es, Miss D . Jones and Miss V .  M iller .  N ew  com ers  are 
Miss Luella K o e th e r ,  Miss Maud Parsons, Miss R uth  Gahoscli  
and Miss Munnsell.  Miss M i l le r  has n ow  le ft  C h un gk ing  
egcorting  the Dew w orkers  to  C hengtu  a f te r  which she will 
assist in the medical w ork  in T zechow  until the G am ble  
M em oria l  H osp ita l  in Chungking is again ready f o r  occu pat ion .  
D r .  M an ly  is a lready at w o rk  on  the task o f  rebu ilding  the 
H osp ita l  f o r  the W .F .M .S .

R.ev. &■ M rs ,  W .  R .  T a y l o r  and Yen. A rch d ea con  Boreham 
a rr ived  here a f te r  d a rk  on O ct .  9th. and le ft  b e fo re  daylight 
to  board  through vessel to Shanghai. M r.  T a y lo r  is m ov ing  
tp Shanghai to  becom e Treasurer f o r  the B a p t is t  Mission. M r. 
B oreham  is to  b r in g 'a  C .M .S .  party  up river.

Travell ing  on the “ I ch a n g ”  a lso  were D r .  it M rs.  M orse 
and D r .  & Mrs. T a y l o r  returning f r o m  furlough, and M r.  <fc 
Mrs. V a u g h t  w ho have com e as short -term  w orkers  in the 
M id d le  S ch oo l  o f  the F r ien d s  Serv ice  Council  here.
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M r.  Ian  H a m i l t o n  D ru m m o n d  F in d lay  the new agent fo r  
W es t  China o f  ' th e  N a t io n a l  B ib le  S oc ie ty  o f  Scotland arrived 
here on 19th. Oct .  ■

D r.  & Mrs. E. S. F ish  and Mr. & Mrs. Y o rk s to n  passed 
through en route  f o r  K w e ich ow .  Miss Grace S. Jephson  has 
arr ived  as a new C .I .M .  w ork er  and awaits e s cor t  to  K ia ting .  
Mrs. S inton  o f  the C .I .M .  is also here, en route fo r  Shanghai 
where she will spend the w iu ter  holiday  with her ch ildren  now 
in s ch o o l  at C h efoo .  M r .  <fc M rs.  Sutherland are s t il l  assisting 
in the w ork  o f  the C .I .M .  H om e .  '

R ev .  H .  H .  Ir ish  and several new w orkers  f o r  the U .C .C .  
M ission  are exp ected  here very sh or t ly .  Misses H arr ison  and 
H o lt  return ing  w orkers  o f  the VV.M.S. (U .C .C .  M iss ion)  have 
reached F o w c h o w  and are  exp ected  in Chungking  im m ediately .

Students in un iform  o f  dark  blue caps and tunics and khaki 
trousers have been seen lately on  the streets here. They were 
f ro m  H o c h o w — members o f  n ewly-organised Cadet C orp s  in 
M id d le  S ch oo ls .  I t  is said th at  these C adet  C orp s  are being 
f orm ed  in various M id d le  Schools  in the c i ty .

C H E N G T U  N E W 'S

In  response to  a cab le  te l ling o f  her m oth er ’scr it ica l  illnessn 
Mrs. R .  A .  Peterson  le f t  on N o v e m b e r  9th f o r  her home, an 
Napa, C a l i fo rn ia .  D r .  P e terson  accom panied  h er  as far  i»- 
K ia t in g .

On N ov em b er  16th just b e fo re  day l ight ,  the main build ing 
o f  the G oucher Jun ior  Middle  S ch o o l  was destroyed bv fire- 
T h e  o th er  build ings  were saved by the use o f  the n e w  fire ap 
paratus ow ned  b y  the U n ivers ity .  The  buildings are o f  l ittle  
consequence in face o f  the real tragedy. Fou r  young  boys  were 
burned to  death. I t  is thought that they returned to  the build
ing to  get some o f  their  th ings and were caught by the fa l l ing  
roo f .  The  students saved nothing.

The Chengtu com m u nity  has had reason to be gratefu l f o r  
a ir  service up the Y an g tse  f o r  it  b rou gh t  to us M r. Costin, an 
O x fo r d  don, w ho had been attend ing  the meetings o f  the I n 
stitute o f  P ac if ic  R e la t io n s  in Shanghai. H e  talked to  the 
f o re ig n  com m u nity  w ith  de lightfu l in form ality  on Saturday, 
N o v e m b e r  21st and to  the students on Sunday. M r. Costin  
b rou ght  n ot  on ly  news o f  the Institute  and its con s idera t ion  o f  
the Serious problem s in Manchuria , but also an ap p roach  to  l i fe  
th at  is w o r th y  o f  thought and emulation.
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F o r t y  one A m ericans  and three guests observed  T hank sg iv 
ing in the homes at the M ethodist co rn er  o f  the campus with 
dinner, dram a (sic)  and song.

T h e  N ation a l  Christian Council  Secretaries arrived in 
Chengtu  on N o v e m b e r  26. The next num ber o f  the News will 
con ta in  reports o f  the meetings now being held.

Th e  annual conference o f  the M ethod ist  Church  opened 
on  D e ce m b e r  8th. B ishop W o n g  presiding.

T h e  annual Council  and Conference o f  the U n ite d  Church  
o f  Canada, W e s t  China Mission will meet at Tzeliutsing , opening 
W ed n esd a y  evening, January 20th, 1932.

M r. G ord on  Bowles, son o f  G i lb e r t  Bowles o f  the Fr iends 
Mission  in Japan, has returned f r o m  a tr ip  am ong  the B ord er  
peoples. U n d e r  the auspices o f  H a r v a rd  U n ivers ity  he has 
since last spr in g  been studying the people, mainly a long  the lines 
o f  an th rop o log y .  H e  has been accom p a n ied  bv M r. J .H .  E dgar.  
M r .  Bow les  gave an in form al and interesting report o f  his 
s tudv-travel be fore  the W e s t  China B o rd e r  R esearch  S oc ie ty .  
The  U n iv e rs i ty  hopes that M r .  B ow les  will return w ith in  a few 
years as a m em b er  o f  the staff.

B O R N

E n d iCOTT— T o  R ev .  and Mrs. J. G. E n d ic o t t ,  U n ite d  Church 
o f  Canada Mission, C hungking , on  D ecem ber ,  6th, 1931, a 
son, P h i l ip  M ichael.

C O D E  A D D R E S S
B E A M A N ’ S  S H A N G H A I  P H O N E  354- 59
M I S S I O N S  C O D E  U S E D

B E A M A N 'S .

A REST HOUSE FOR TRAVELLERS

W»  F. B E A M A N  
P R O P

3 3 8  A V E N U E  J O F F R E  
C O R .  H U E  C H  A P S A L  

S H A N G H A I



la r r g  $c StafrtttU, IGiln
CHUNGKING

Agents for

Lighting and Pumping Sets
“ B l a c k s t o n e ” , “ G a r d n e r ”  C r u d e  o i l E n g i n e s

“ D e l c o ”  &  “ S t o v e r ”  K e r o s e n e  E n g i n e s

The above engines are running success
fully in various parts of Szechwan.

“ Foamite” Fire Extinguishers
In November last, two of these famous 

extinguishers prevented a serious fire on the 
Indo-China S. N. Co., Ld. Pontoon, Chung
king.

Wilkinson, Heywood & Clark, Ld,
Paints & Varnishes

Underwood Typewriters .
Provisions

D o d w e l l  & Co., L t d .  C e y l o n  t e a

C a n a d i a n  “ C h a t e a u ”  C h e e s e

Stocks carried by Canadian Mission 
Business Agency.

Fire Insurance
Personal Effects, Household Goods, Mission 

Buildings Annual Premium $5.00 per 
$1,000.00 '


