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S8UZU"I, Suguru

, My name is 8UZULI, Suguru, I held th? rank of Commander

in-the Japanese Nevy and betwoon the yoars 1087 and 1039 1
sarvsd as Flving Soction Officer of tho Yokehama Naval Alr
Force. I -was raquired -to assist in the training of personnel
for the Nippon Airlinc Company, .a privatoly owned concern
which was planning to op2n a rsgular air routs to the South
Soans Arca. It was planned to use heavy flying boats which
demandod that n2w paersonnel be taught maintecnanc2, air navi-
gation and pilotinc of such hoavy crafta Sines even the Navy
jtse1f possass2d few mon with dafinigﬂ_knowlndg: in this fi=1d
I was assipgnzd to sorve as instruetor.

20 In pursuit of my assignmaont, in August of 1938, I made an

insnsetion tour of tho Innor South Soas Island arca visiting

many of the Mahdatsd Islands. Later, also in tho course of my
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duties, it was nececssary to fly directly down %o the islands
for the nurpose of making 2 SUrvey for notontial landing
facilities on the islands. I racoived no instructions from the
Navy to assist in this work for thz purvnos2 of cstablishing
notantial military air fis1ds and I ~mphatically amnhasize

the fact that theoy wero corsidorcd only for civilian commer~ial
purposcs for the use of the Nippon Airlinz lompanye.

3 In Dacember of 1983 1 was appointed Staff Officor of the
newly organized 4&th Squadron of ths Jan Nav: My dutics
pertained to matters dealing with avintion and communicationse.

Again I toured the Inner South Segas area, thie timo aboard

ship visiting many of the Mandat~-d Islands. 1 made over=-all

stud ios of tho Mandated Islands to th? ond of drafting plang

for military defense that might b2 cmployod in th? 2®went of

nosgs iblo hostilitiesoe T is did not m-an that +thn intzntion

was presant to fortify the Mandatzd Islands but only that t he

necessary plans and precparations toO nronarly de fond

1slands would bc on hand and available in tho ment

+their uso was nNeCesSSArjye Wwilitary mon will understand this to
bo & nococssary proecdurce At 0o time durirg my many visits
motie, Jaluit, Taroa, Truk and Palau did 1 obsery
fortifications oOr constructions that might be classifiecd
military installationse To +hs cont-ary, it annsared To mo
thet Japan was bhoiln sxtremcly lax in takingnecossarv pre-”

cautionary measurcs which thoy rightfully could have dono
-2-
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sven undar treaty specificotionss

4. In April of 1940 I was relieved of my assignmsnt and

snrollod at the daval Staff College as & student officer,

Thercfore, aftar this date I truthfully can not. testify from

personal obs~rvations as tTo th2 conditions on th: Mandatad

Islands., 1 can say that whenm I returnsd to Janan at this

submittod 2 plan, in documsantary form, to the

time 1

Neval Goneral Staff setting forth mv ideas_ on notantial d2 f2onse

sroparations thot sheuld be made regarding tho South Saas Island

arcne It may well be that the blusprint map of notantial

installations on Wotje Island, datod August 10, 1040, n nd

introduced as Prosccution evidenes in this ense was the

(™ )

rocsult of somes of ths suggestions made in my reporte. 1 vish

to stress that they wers meroly plans of potential action to

be taken and wers not 'in anv way concer-te schedules to toe

<

sctually cxocutede.
In rogard to tho cstablishing of ~ir fields on secveral

of the Mandatcd Islands, I wish to statc that the :Nippon Airline

Company desirsd to bogintrial flights on its newy commorcial

run in Seopt2mbsor of 1938, In order %o make this possiblc it

was necessary to construct simpls sca nlans ramos to accomodatec

the 4-cngins heavv flying craft. As I stated previously, tho

supply rf pilots for this type of airernft was oxtremecly

1imited and that the only source of instruction for potontial
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pilots ha? to come from the Navy, Bwven in th- Navy itsdlf

thare ware very feow men who could handle such largs shins,

Thn first groun to rocnive trairing consisted of four vnilots,

two wircloss onarntors, two mechanies ~nd a numbsyr of

ground mocheanicese Ths numb2r was gradually irereased and

by the cnd of 1939 cight pilots had comnlsted ths training cours:

L]

They were ~1ll civilians, two of which wore reserve naval

tablished at Ayraksbesen _Is]ﬂnd in the Palau CGCyroupn and nearly
comploted in late 1938, At Serinan Island a tomporarv slip hnd
becn bdbuilt hnd‘it was not until late 1238 that a conerzto slip
and 2 small siz?d nanger was installede If my momory sorves
me correctly there was an improvised nir £i-1d on 82inan which
was littlo more than a levnled off bit of firm land,

Yap Island there were no facilitizs to liftior lower plonss
and only bwoys were uscd,

5 e Ths NMipnon Airline Company was a orivate ly owned concorn
recoiving svbsidies from tho govarnmente Ths roason for this
Wﬁslduring this time it was dif"icult for ths company to
sustain 1itsclf in such an sarly p-riod of dzvelopmont with
income depeondsnt solely on passcnger traffic and froight

chargoss Sincce it was dezmecd advisable, from opurs.ly a2

commercial point of view, to promots n ranid devalopm:nt of

-,

this typo of alir travel the gov-rnm2nt, but naturally, lant
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WVhile I hnve no ¥nowledge of restrictions nlaced

5ggjn5t forcigners visitimg th? Mandat-d Islands I do

spoocifically rocall thot in 1939 I was r>fusod the nrivilage
of visiting Guam which was of course an Zmoriean pesscssion.
It vas nroposod tokv;sit Guam for th~» nurposs of discussing
and airlinz junction botwezn the Nippon Airlins Company and
the Pan Bacifie Airlinese. Tho r:fusal cam> from the Amorican
Embassy in Tokyoe. I roeall during th- carly part of 1540 our
planos dir~ctly oncountercd Us 8. patrol Catalina Flying Boats
in ernas ovor th2 Mandated Islands 2nd while our aircraft

were in the atolls of the Marshall Groun during training
flights w2 eancountered many wiraless obstructions., Thzse ob-
structions appoarsd to bz a systocmatic nrocecdure convineing

us = rightfully or w;opgfully - that they oame from U,S.

Naval sources. Similar wireless obstructions wors ~xporisneced
in communications betwoon our “ar ships, Again; such ine
cidents as oceurrnad in February, 1940 »han a United Statos
naval eruisor wandered outsido tho port of Saipan at vary
closo rangns for a poriod of .60 to 60 minutes causcd groat
mental unrest among Japanese naval circles =nd indignant reo -
ports from Javansse residont on that island wors recived.

Such incidonts as thase combined with othYT activities on beh-l
of the Unitod Statos Navy dmring timos when gr-oat suspicion and
X1ty oxisted bntwoon the two countriscs resulted in a situation

-

which might b~ dcreribed ns o psychological war of noerves,

-
=
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add ing fuel to the argum2nt of exvonents of criticism of the
Japanese Mavy for failurs to take precautionnry measurss in

rogard to protzction of the Mandated lslands,

On this 26day of May, 1947

At LMJ T FIE

DEPONTINT STUZUKI Sufuru (scal)
e ————

1, ivs Zri.MieC  horeby certify that the above

ctatemant was sworn by tho Deponent, who affixed his

signaturz and seal theroto irn the pros2nce of this Witness.

Witnosss (signed) ONO Seichiro

OATH
In nccordance with my corscience 1 swear to tell th> whole

truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.

SUZUKI, Juzuru(seal)




