Exhibit # |

psffidavit of WOMITE, senjl.

P. 2, line 11- 12, Delete "ihe Iy nad already decided

that it wus hopless to continue tne negotiations and ORA, U

that tine" and insert &s followings;

"Phe generul fecling in the ariay wus already incilncd TO 0p 0S¢

continuation of the negotiations ana Vi, at that time".
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with the procedurr fgllowsd in my countr I bherchy

-

-'r- -

L] L] ™ ¥ = B - '_TF"'- L # . (i - Y
Mavy Mnister Vibaho %esiro end O*“, Tegazumi, Lirceter ¢f the Navel
Burecu, Thcy {requently eoxiresst h o belng erxiouva tc ccuvinve

with thc /mericen~-Jevrenesc diplometic negotintions srd elso expre2scd e eincere

desire to help bring ~bout e succcesful consum tion of such negotistions.

On July 16, 1941 the Scecend Konoye Cavinct resigned end the Third Konoye
d i

Ccbinet wes formed. The resicnetion took place because it was felt that
atauoka's preccnec would be e hindrenec to the progress of the Japanesc-
/mericen negotistions. The Third KXonoye Czbinet wes formed cbout July 20,
‘The primery reeson for the formction of this Cebinct wes to expedite the
propesed negotictions with the United States. Vhile discuseing the proposeal
I had occasion to heve frequent interviews with Y-- since Zugust 1941. fe
expressed himself o8 being most enxious to continue Jopanese-mericcn

negotirtions end emphrsized the fret thet Konoye should be delegeted with full

.
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member 01 sSuC | ‘ ‘n attompting o consurmate the negntictione.
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LAAEUST ] he suzy cation wes first nede to Fresiden® pocacvelit by

‘mbossoder omvra Perecntlly coucoiniag our relucst ror o mectlhg betveoend
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vizit to O¥'! v ~i3 veeildaence and told him
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fronoye shonld bLe encodreged L0 continue

evenirg, I cailsd 0. Navy MNMinislicr oIV, M at his oc"ficinl) resicenzc t+ wnich
time the Novy Minister also statcd that he wished to evoid Cn ‘woricen-Jepanese
war cnd thot it wes his desir that thc negotietions be ecntinucd by 2ll memMmSe
He steted however tnet the “avy in view of its pesition &8 £ pighting unit
couldn't officielly mekc € stntement that it wes opposed 1o WeTe That it WeS

the duty of the Nevy to observe orders if it bccame necessary To fignt and the
dceision whetner to wege wer or not was o diplomectic question which We&S
cppropriately within the progince of the Premier for detcrmination. TO thec.

sbservetions I exprcssed the wish thet it wuld be well for the Navy Minister

ot the OCI¥UBO Confercnce on the 12th of October 1O support Fremier Konoye 1in

hWis offorts to continue Ame rice-Japore sSe negotietions.
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The next morning, October 12, I reccived e tclephone cell from OK/ who
steted thet the Nevy Minister et the Conference bed ng held the same detc, in-
tended to stcte thet the 2zcision for wer or reece would be l(;'ft in the hends
of the Prime Minister. He further stetcd th-it the Nevy could not decidc whethol
a wer should be waged or not, thet it was & matier to be determined by the Frime
Minister dthough it wes desired thet tic Prime Minister should definiteoly
pursue his course in order thet war might be avoided., ..t thet time OKL
observed thet th- Konoye Cobinet shoyld hot resign © thet it might continue
with its efforts to being ebout ¢ com'romises #nd thet if it did rcsign there

wes a greve danger of war br~akin out, ‘¢ ur7ed me to do everything pos8siblc

to pr.ovent . rince Konoye f: resiening. He, ° recfore, stated thet for all

practical purposcs he hoped thet the /me icen Ja, >se negotiations would

be succcsesfully concl uded,

Therecefter when the Third Konoye Cebinet resigned OK' expressed himself
es being gloomy over tlc prosnccts of the /Jmericon-Jopancsc ncgotiztionse EV 1

after thc resi nction of the Third Konoyec Cabinet OK.. kept Frinco Konoye
informed of the subscquec:! developments pertcining to the ‘mcrican-Jepencsc
ncgotd etions through me, lc steted that th:s was because Prinee Konoye wes on
of the importent scnior statesmen an” it was Yis intention to activate Frincce
Konoye to ® ntinue his efforts to "rirs @ out pecce between the United Stetcs
and Jepen,

OKA also stoted theot he did mot. think Jepen should under any circumstonccos
engrge in 2 full scole conflict with - powerful auntry like the United Stetcs,
However, he frequertly cxpressed himself e¢:o “deing a subordinate who would be
compelled to follow orde.'s whcther or not they were in eccord with his own

personsl vicws,
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During the meny times that 1

céme in conteet wuth OKA I observed thet he

Was a2 mon who worked

under orders end did not dl srogerd the wishes of his

supcriors,
At Tokyo,

this 15th dey of July 1!

I hereby certify that the forcgzoing was 4 J Sworn to, signed end seal e

in the prescenece of this witness,

At the seme pPloce,

on the same day.

SOMIY«, Shinji (seal)
—22 Shinji (seal

OLTH

I sweer, éccording to my conscicnece, that T

truth, vwi thout holding

cll stete the truth, who e
nor ad--




