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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
. UNITED STATES ARMY TORCES, PACIFIC
0FTICE OF THES THEATER JUDGE ADVOCATE
: WAR CIIMES DRAICH

APO 500
AG 000.5 (28 Aug 45)JA 28 August 1945

SUBJECT: Report of ar Crimes Branch on Atrocities.

TO: The Juige Advocate Gencral
aghington, D. C.

II. SUMMARY 0F EVIDE.CH:

Briaofly summarized, tho ovidence adduced by the Iavestigator—
Exemiuners is to the effect thati

St. Paul's College is & Catholic educational institution
housed, =rior to tholr destruction, in threoe buildéinge located in a
gquarc bounded by herran, mennessor, Goorgia and Florida Streots in the
Malate District of Manila, Philipoine Islande (Ex. I—f In September of
1944 these buildings were trken over by the Japonese and used as guarters
and stcrerooms, tha nmuns being forcod to movo to such residences 28 they
conld <ind ani thoy wers varnad to remove all relizious objects nni
articlas because "everything will be blown up" (R 28). Fo intimotion
waps civen as to when this destruction would take place but the
Japenese were then becoming vory conscious of the fact that a reckoning

with ths Amoricens waes closo st hand (R 88).

Jepanese nccupied these and sthar buildings in the vieinity
from that tima and early in the moeraingz of 9 Fobruary, looters broke
into sna £ the buildingse and touvk a quentity of rice and sthor stores
w~ich were kevt there (R 16, 22, B3, 504). The versons rosponsible
ware not idertified, so far as esppoars, although they mey heve coma fram
a glum district 2t the end of Florida Street (R 118). Almost immedi-
ately theresfter, patrole of Japrnesc wont through the srea from Manila
Bay inlend to Dart Streot, as far north as Horran and Celifornia Streets,
and south to San indres Street, gathering a1l civilians, men, women and
children, soying that 1t wae necassaly thus to orotect thom from shell~
fire, 2nd that the whrle Manile aroa was b0 bo burncd and herdod thom {0
St. Paulls College. +o one was lmmine, paople bhoing t=koa half--clothoed
from their homes pnd oven doctors on tholr woy to visit p-tients belng
roguirad to accompamy the guard. Some wera told that this evecuation
wns 2t the order «f the higzh comnead end for their protection against
combat nctivity (Ex. H; R 1, 12, 52, 164, 252). -

At the eatrance to th> main gete, and 2lso inside, maney,
jowalry, watchoe and such baggzasa es a faw carried were taken from them
(R 219, 123, 213). Inside the gate, some of tho groups which were
brou<ht in steadily throughcut the afternoon ware told to knceel and pray
before a statua of Christ which wes enshrined tnore (&x. a; R 82, 60)
and then all woited in the garden or campound. outside the main tuilding.
It began to rain end a portion of thoso presant wore tuken to a small
room from which, a8 wthers cene 1in 10 erovid it unbearably, they ware
rarmoved to ~ slightly larger Toome. Fiuelly, the crowd thera bacame 80
zrest and tho stonch end heat 80 terrivle, they were agaln moved, thie
time to a dining-room approximately gixty—-six feat long and twenty—-nine
foet wide (Fx. F; R 13). At a consorvative estimata, np*broxi.fnataly tw

murdred £i7ty people were placed there end the doors and wiadcws solidly |

st and barred. While so confined, witnoesos noticed that tha three
hanzinz chandaliars ware wrapoed in black-cut peper ~nd that stringe or
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light wires ran from inside the "paclkage" through the transome to the
outside. At about 1730 hours, five Japanese brought in biscuits, candy
and ligquor of some sort, placed them in the center of the room and ,
through some Indians who were amonz the captive group, told the crowd
that they would be safe in this room, that thoir houses ware tu be burned
and that they might eat and drink, then these Japanese left. A rush for
the candy and biscuits followed, and within a matter of moments, threo
oxplosions proved that the covered chandeliers were nothing lees than
grenade traps. Pandemonium ensued; many were thrown toc the floor by the
blast, others’'milled about in panic, and Japanese sutside began machine-
sunning and throwing grenades into the room through %he windows and also
into the erowds in the corridors. The force of the explosions broke out
the windows of tho building and a section of the compound wall and through
these holes those who were able began to escape (Ex. B, C-1, C-3). In
the hail of machine-gun and rifle fire, many of thess pPersons were
killed, some to lie grotasquely sorawled across the compound wall whare
they had been stopped in their flisht by tha bullets of the guards;
others got to Florida Strecet where they were beyoneted and machine-
gunned, while still cthers fled to tha nearby homes of Mr. GLORIA, Mr,
MARASIGAN and Dr. VELARDE (®x. H) but many of thom were tracked down and
bayonated or shot to death although thoy hed hidden in avery conceivable
plece (R 3, 8, 14, 18, 39, 45, 53, 64, 70, 75, 172, 333).

A recital of each particular incident, besides being encyclo-
paedic in size, would serve nc useful purpose, hence the following are
presanted as examples which, with the preceding general background
description, illustrate the awful enormity of the massacre which took
place:

Inside the classroom at the college after the explosions,
zasoline which had been standing in open drums about the gardens, was
esprinkled over ths deal and wounded and sat afire (R 85 2770,

Swinging her upright by her hair, a Japanese cnlisted man
paused, with his sword in mid-air, to attract the laughing attention of
his comrades before bringing it down on the neck of a young girl who head
tried to hide in the yard of a nearby hiuse (R 18).

With the mothar scresming her wish that she and not her baby
be killed, a Jap took the child from her, swung it high in the air, and
caught it on his bayonet ae it fell. He and his comrades then began the

wholesale execution of approxinately sixty peopl: causht after 28caping
from St. Paul's (R 148).

Curiously kind in thie atmosphere of cruelty, one Japanese told
a twelve year cold boy who had escaped that he muet hide, then lot him g0,
warninz that he would be shot if seen (R 293).

More in character was the Japanese officer who, catching up in
the street with an aged man who had escaped, drew his pistol end shot
pointblank, then struck him aftor he had fallen (R 14).

An air-raid shelter at the Marasigan home in which some of
the escapees had taken sheltor was grenaded by the Japanese without even
e orior examination to ascertain the idontity of the cccupants; thirty-
seven bodies were found there (R 18, 41).

A group of perhaps fifty escapeee were lined up in the college

garden, forced to kmeel, and woere then machine-gunned and bayoneted to
death (R 134).
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Darkness brought a cessation of the butchery and the crios
of the wounded finally summoncd such aid was was available (R 18). Such
burial of the dead as could be made was accomplished haphazardly during
lulls of shell-firo »nd as sanitation nccessitated (R 23, 84); thirty-
two were not bturiod on the colleze 2rounds until 28 February by the
undertaker for the city of Menila and due to the burninz and the sdvanced
state of )putrefaction, identification was seldom possible (7x. D, D-1;
R 28, 37)..
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