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CONPINUED INTERROGATION oF
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General Hideki Tojo

Date and Timey 29 January 1946, 14051600 hours,
Place ¢ Sugamo Prison, Tokyo, Japan,

Present $: General Hideki Tojo
Mre John W, Fihelly, Interrogator
Commander vale Maxon, USHNR, Interpreter
Miss Myrtle B, Mills, Stenographer

Questions by 3 Mr. Fihelly
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Qet What arrangement, if any, was made between Japan on the one hand,

and Germany and Italy on the other with Tregard to whose sphere of
influence Africa would be a part ofe

From the Japanese Govermment point of view, there was no thought

on the question. Thatis Iy own personal opiniong the Foreign
Minister might tell you Something else,

RQe: Whose sphere of influence would the United States have been in had
She been conquered?

Ae: No. No control,

Qe: Were Germany and Italy to have any control over Greater Rast Asia%

Av: No. NO control, I mighi: Say a little more fully what T think would
have happened had Japan been victorious, There would have been, T

; believe, four such Spheres - Europe, with Germany as the center, would
have been one; North and South America, with the ynited States as the
leader, would have been a Second; Greater East Asia, with Japan as the

i &_Pb ' C/ :;":fﬂ & d,f"/ é r.".
. . O e — I — —— g~ e e—
i S e e S — = - .-;.m_ﬁ—-u-n——_______‘




.

Continued

Interrogation of Hideki Tojo « 29 Jamary 1946 - 2 -

Qet At the time Japan signed the Three~Power Pact, did she not believe
that Germany and Ttaly would be victorious in Burope?

Aesy Yes, of course she hoped that Germany and Italy would be victorious.

Qet That does not answer the questione At the time when Japan signed the
Pact, did the Japanese Govermment not believe that a German«Italian
Victory was likely?®

Ae: Of course in warfere a final dictum that one side will surely win is
impossible, but, judging by the war 8ituation at that time, I believe
that ‘the Govermment thought the comparative probability was that
Germany and Italy would be victorious.

Qet Did not the cabinet, of which you were at that time a member, so feel?

Aeg Yes. T think they did.

Qet WaSs not that one of the reasons why Japen signed the Pact, namely, that
it seemed likely that Italy and Germany would be victorious?

Aes The question of victory or defeat was not the primary one. After the

lapse of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance and Japan's withdrawal from the
lLeague of Nations, Japan was internationally isolated. This was the
primary cause of signing the Pact. Of course, if she had net believed
that Germany and Italy would prebably be successful in Europe, it would
have been foolish for her to Join the alliance as she would simply be
taking a chance of getting hurt. However, the primary reesson, as I
have said, was that she was internationally isolated and not that she
thought that Germany and Italy were going to win in Europe,

Qes Was Japan's desire for a new order in East Asia not one of the reassons

Aot

which led her to sign the Three<Power Pact?

It was not a direct cause at alle The creation of a new ocrder in East
Asla was a fundamental Japenese aim which would have been continued,
regardless of whether the Three-Power Pact had been signed or not,.
However, Japan did desire that the new order in East Asia be recognized
in the Pact itself,.

Did not the Japanese Govermment feel that by 8igning the Pact they
would get their Far Eastern sphere more quickly?
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They did hope, I believe, to utilize the strength of Germany to
bring ebout peace between Japan and China which the Govermment
greatly desired. As far as the Far East was concerned, the people
of the Far East wanted to build their own sphere without relying
on other power besides their own. Of course I am giving you my
own answers to your questions, which are necessarily rather super-
ficial since the questions are many and varied. I think that the
Premier and Foreign Minister thought similarly, but I cannot

‘guarantee ite.

At the time of the signing of the Three~Power Pact, or socon there=-
after, did you not express yourself somewhat to the effect that you
were %toverwhelmed with a mingled feeling of austerity and joy"?

I do not use some of these words commonly sSo I em sure I did not
say exactly what you have shown me here, but of course I did feel
both solemnity and joy on that occasion due to the fact that Japan
had before that been isclated internationallye

Tt is reported that on 27 Merch 1941, Mre. Yosuke MATSUCKA, who was
then Japanese Foreign Minister, said in part while enroute to Berlin,
that wit is up to the Americans to leave it to Japan to maintain
peace in Asia.* Did you feel similarly at that time?

Yes. T think it was very appropriate.

ge is also reported to have said in part at that time, *I have been
fully aware that Britain and the United States would eternally oppose
the reconstruction of the Far East by Japan since I returned to Tokyo
froam Geneva in 1932, Did you feel similarly at that time?

ves, T really did believe that neither England nor America felt very
favorable about the new order in East Asia.

Tt is reported that you stated in the Diet on 27 May 1942 that "As
stated in the Tmperial Declaration of War, it has been and will
remain the inflexible determination of our entire nation never %o
sheathe the sword of righteousness unless and until the influence
of the Angle-American Powers, with their dream of dominating the
world, has been completely uprooted®. Did you S0 state?
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A+ Yes indeed. We were at war then and I think it was very appropriate.

Qet By the language used, were you not referring to the influence of the
Angle-Anerican Powers in East Asia?

Aet Yese.

Qet HOW long prior to this time had you felt that such influence of the
Anglo~American Powers must be uprooted?

det Since the beginning of the Greater East Asia Wars Before the war, I
thought that the righte and interests of Anerica and England in the
Far East should be adjusted, but when the war began, I changed my
ldeas in favor of ejecting them from the Far East by force of arms,

Qes: These are your personal thoughts?
Aet Well, I was Prime Minister at that time,
Qes Were these not the common thoughts of your cabiret?

Ast OF course. Up until the time of the war, they thought that differences
should be peacefully adjusted but, once war had broken cut, that
Britain and America should be forecibly ejected.

Qe: So that once the war had started, you and your cebinet were determined
to secure "Asia for the Asiatican?

Ae: Once the war had started, T think it was very appropriate to drive the
English and Americans out of the Far East, but this expression "Asia
for the Asiatics® in itself, T think, is very narrow-minded and at the
time before the war, I disapproved of it for that reason. If, as you
suggested a while back, Japan had won the war, some adjustments in
rights and interests would have to have been made at the peace conference,
However, at the conclusion of the peace conference, the idea of "Asia
for the Asiatics® would, in my opinion, have again become an unduly
narrow concepts Of course at a peace conference two things have to be
kept in mind; one is the military situation, the other the preservation
of peace in the future.

|

! I would like to state that during most of the period covered today,

t I was the Premier and hence the responsible persons However, for
foreign affairs, the Foreign Minister was the responsible one.

' Qe: So far as you know, your views expressed by your answers were the come
’ mon views of your cabinet?
Ad+: I believe sos Most of the important matters were threshed out in cabie
net sessions and T believe that these views were shar
' b
members., | hared by most of the
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Certificate of Interpreter

I, __ Yale Maxon, Cpdr,, USNR o P RE A
(Nane) (Serial Number)

being sworn on oath, state that I truly translated the questionsc
and answers given from English to Jananese and from Jananese to
Englinh.reSpect.vely, end that the above transcri-ytion of such
questions and answvers, consisting of 5£ nages, is true and
accurate to the best of my knowledge end belief,

Subscribed and sworn to “efore me this ] day of _Ausust , 19486,

J.,‘*'Zw..l() M

J John W. Fihelly

Duly Detailed Investizating Officer,
International Prosecution Section, GIQ, SCAP

Certificate of Stenosrasher

I, Myrtle B, Mills , hereby certify that I acted
as stenogranher at the interro 2iion set out ahove, and that 1
transcribed the forezoing questions and answvers, and that the
transcrintion is true and accurate to the hest of my knowledge

and belief.
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Certificate of Interrogator

i
I, John W, Fihelly , certify that on _ R Z =
day of ‘9%, 1945, nmersonally anneared before me T0J0
___Hideki , and according to Cgmmahger Yale Maxon, USNE :

Interpreter, gave the forezoins sns-'ers to the several questions set
forth therein.
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TOKYA
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