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HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC B(i BI.'G SURVEY ANEX B
(PACIFIC) |
APO # 234
¢/0 POSTMASTER, SAIl FRANCISCO
I:TERROGATION NO. 180 U.S.S.B.S. PLACE: TQOKYO
(Obtain from G-2) ATE: 30 October 1945

Division of Origin: OIL, CHEMICAL, AID RUBBER LIVISION,

W

Subject: RECORDS A¥D STATISTICS FOR IJN E:FLOSIVES ANLD FROPELLANTS,

Personnel interrogated nand background of each:
Capt. Niimi, I.., IJN = 2né in Comm~nd Section #3 (explosives
and propellantss, Bureau #1, Technic~l Deparitment.

th Floor Offices IJN Technicol Department

Tissan Building

There intervieved:

Interrogotor:  Lt. Comdr. T. H., Evrns, USIR,

.-_—_.——-W
Internreter: Mr, Tajil,
t11lied Officers Present: Comdr, G. G. Lnmb, USIR,

.W

Summary s

(1) Personal bnckground nnd milit-ry cnreer of Capt. Iliimi,

(2) Capt. Fiimi's Section vas responsible for the development, production,
and testing of 2ll explosives ~nd propellonts for the IJN, Chenical
varfare (including phosphorus bombs) crme under the jurisdiction of
Crpt., Nose, Section #3.

(3) Gener~l orgrnizntion of the Technieal Deportment including nomes of
key personnel, nlso a list of the IJK Arsenals and the privote oper-
ated plonts under contract with IJN for explosives. List shovs dom=-
age to orsenals ond privote plonts in terms of percent of production
copacity destroyed or drmaged ns o result of ver damnge.

(4) Copt. Niimi will prepore o brief of the manufocturing nrocesses ~t the
IJ0 Arsennls. He will include the row motcrinls entering the process,
the basic reactions, ~nd the end-products. Chemicnl symbols cnd comp=-
osition of comnounds will be used throughout. The neme of the compnny
supplying the rav materinl will be indicnted, spte Niimi vill further
determinc the status of production records ~t both the IJI Arsenals and
nrivate concerns producing under contract. The nomes of the 0inC's ot
the IJH Arsennls vill be submitted along with the report on 1 Nov,

(5) So for ns records ~re concerned, the Buregus nnd Sections 1ithin the IJN
responsible for production, inventories nnd consurrstion are, respectively,
(1) Burcru #1, Section #3 (Cart. Niimi), (2) Burenu of Gencrnl Affairs,
(3) Bure~u of General Affairs,
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INTERROGAT ION
PERSONLL BACKGROUND '
CLTES | ACTIVITY .
1929 Was gredunted in Chemistry from Tokyo Imperisl Universitye. ?
1929 Commissioned n Technical Lt. (jg), IJW. :
1929-1930  Gunnery Dep-ritment IJU Arsencl, Kure, :
1630-1937 IJN Arsenal Hiratsukn in Rescarch Depnrinent, specinrlizing in 3
the stcbility of snokeless powder., :
1937-1939 IJN Sasebo Arsenal in charge of Inspecting and Testing, 3
1939-1941 .IJN Mnizuru Arsennl in chorge of Production, .
1941-1945 Section #3, Bureau #1, Technicnl Deporiment, IJR engnged in cX- 1
plosivcs nnd propellrnts develonment, production, ~ncd testing. ‘
ORGANIZATTON i

Capt. [Liini briefly troccd the orzrnizrtion cf the Technierl Dep~rtment in
general ~nd the Bure~u, Sections ~nd Sub-Section connected vith explosives
and propellants, fn orgrnizction chort shoting the relrtionship betveen
these varicus ~eencics is showm belov in Fige 1, OF thz six Bureaus in the
Technic-l Lep-rtment, Bureau 41 is the one connccted 1ith cxplosives and
propell~nts, There nre three Sections under Burenu 71, the third of vhich
is connected vith this cctivity,
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ARSENALS

Table #1. below lists the IJN Arsenals which» produced exnlosives
and promellants during tbhe war., £21so listed ~re tre nrivate con-
cerns whicl produced explosives end nropellants under contract
aith the IJV, T-e locations of each plent or arsenal zre terbule-
ted 2long with the nanes.,

. TABLE I

LIST OF IJN ARSENALS AND PRIVATE PLANTS PRMDUCING -4
EXPLOSIVES "ND PRCPELLANTS 3
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A. IJN Arsenals

Mame City Prefecture % Damaged™™
1. Funaoka Naval Explosive Fac. Funaoka Yivael 0 f
2. Hiratsuka " G "  Hireksuka anagawa 30 %
3. Haizuru L L " Maizuru Kvoto 0 *?'
Be Privste Plants Under Contract ;
1e Nibhon Kako Kais Okitsu Chiba 10 ?
2o Kanto Denkl Kogyvo K.K. Hodagava Tenocawa B E
3. Nihon Yushi K.K. Teketovo Aichi | 5 :
4, Yura Senryo K.l. Hibl JOV?vama 0
5. Nihon Keyaku Seizo K.X, LAsa Yemaeguchl 0
6, Mitsubishi Kasel E.K. Kurosaki Fukuoka 0
7.¥1itsui Kegaku Kogvo K.K. Omuda Fukuolra 5
8. Nicchitsu Kageku Kogvo K.¥. Nebeoka Mive zuki 10
Q.*Chosen Chisso X.I7. Tonan- Chosen O

* Alsoc produvce for the IJA *% Exprecsed in nreductive canacity

destroved or dam~ged,

RECORDS

The situstion with respect to records is ovtlined =s fcllows:

(1) Cspt. Miimi cleims to hrve versonsllv teken chsrce of burning
2ll IJN officiel records covering »roduction fiesures of exnlo-
sives and »ropellants.

(2) There is e nossibilitv of »renaring overall nroduction fignres
for explosives end nropellants bv obtrining the c~utnut reports
from tkhe IJN Arsenals =nd »rivete concerns nroducinz under con-
tract.

(3) Cant., Niimi will ascertcsin whether »nroductior figures sre sveil-
able et 211 IJN. Arsenals =nd »nrivete »nlsnts, He will also fur-
nish the name of the officer in cherge cf such records =t 21l
IJN Arsenals,
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(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(2)

(3)

e

All Jr-eco:r'ci!«cc:ﬂ_rlc:e:r'nln,s:»r stores anc ccm!mt"" on ~f exnlosives
and »rovellants arc available at tre IJN Generz2]l Affsirs
Bureau, Technical Denertment.
Production records -t the IJV Hiratsvks Arsenal 2re crrently
bein~ burnced or destrcyed bv Jnint action ~f tre Janernese of-
ficirls ~nd Occunntion Forces in trat sres, Efforts will he
initisted this date to deternine thre Occ"natlon Ferces, G-
SOP records for explcsives, etc. If master conies of suebh ;
records arce rraserved, aottemnrt will be n~de tec :meke these t
aveilable tc the Chemical Secticn, this Division.
Cc scernine ir-orts, Ceort. Niiml knews of ne ins*t-nces where
exnlosivas cr )TO“ullfPtS were 1mnorted in anv -nmrecisble.
ouhntltﬁ bt citcd Germanv os o nossible scurce fer immorts,
Anv recczds on imﬁorts, if in existence, will be 2vellahle =T
the IJN Medlouru Lrsenal.
Contur:d stores recerds »lso crc aveilable 2t this arsenzal,
Cont. Niimi stoted thaet he wes of the oninion th-t scme 3,000
tons of cantured exrlosives hcd becen rerrocessed =t V-izuru,
but be did nct consider th~t anv rusntitv ~f e~ntured stores
hed becer moée =2vailsble te the IJN becouse ~f the grest 4dif-.
ficulty in reeting the snecificotions =~2nd testing reguirements.
Roccrds =re kent bv Section #2
Cante. Nidiri sun rized the brrb darasa rssessmont for bot» IJN
Arscnals ond ~rivete nlants os indicated ir Toble I. He strted
thut he did nct hove d-tailed domase romorts ~rvailnble, but
aferred te Corrmcnder Tsujimote in his Section whe wrg respon-
sible fer keavine detailed infrrmation. Procsduve Toe Interro-
gote this officer h-os been initinted.

RECORDS RECUEST™D AMD REFORTS DUE

Drte on nroductirn nrocesses =t tre three IJW Arser-ls, in-
clufing row =weterisls snd thelr scurce, reactions, =ns the
sevarcl nrecucts with their chendie~l crrmnesition, Due 2 Nevw,
atorrinctlion of the strobus ©f Tecorcs »t +trc IIN Arsenals and
the nenes of tho O1nC'8s 4 6effrwinatinn of the st~tiis of
raanpds of the nins v»rivete nicnts »rodging Tor IJWes Due =2
Nov,.
Iist of the Offiecors in chrree of recerds ot The thres IJV
Argonale.. Due 2 Nov,




