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' December 7, 1928
H. Van der Veen, Esq,

Technical Adviser,
Commission.

Dear Sir;

This is to inform you that a Provisional Commission
meeting will be held on December 14 and 15 for discussing
thc pressing conservancy problem that confronts us. ie. the
improvement of the Hai-Ho and its trouble-causing tributary,
the Yung Ting Ho, and further to request you to submit,
about the 10th inst, a report fully embodying your expert
opinions and concrete recommendations regarding the before-
mentioned question, so that we will have ample time to mul-
tiplicate the original copy for pre-meeting distribution.

With kindest regards, I am,

Yours very sincerely,

Yi Tze H. Li, (signed)
Chairman and Chief Engineer.
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S December Yth 1928,
Yi Tze H. Li, Esq., R
Chairman and Chief Engineer,
Commission.
Dear Sir ; .
~In complyance with the request confained in your let-
ter of the 7th instant which reached ‘me on the 8th late in the
afternoon I have the honour to submit to you herewith niy
opinions and recommendations regarding the improvement of
the Hai Ho and its trouble causing tributary the Yung Ting
Ho. o '
As you desired a reply as soon  as possible, the’ 10th
instant being mentioned, my report has necessarily to be short
but 1 trust that you will find it sufficiently lucid to meet your
requirements. | g

With kindest regards,
[ beg to remain,
Yours very sincerely,

.'H. Van der Veen, (signed)
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‘ December 14, 1928.
To the Liquidators, c

The Russo-Asiatic Bank,

Tientsin,

Dear Sir : _

" We have just learnt from a newspaper source that the
Russp-Asiatic Bank in Liquidation is going to declare a third
ten per cent dividend to its creditors on December 17, 1928.

We, the North China River Commission formerly knowrn as the

Commissiun for the Improvement of the River System of Chihli,
held a credit balance of one hundred and eighty two thousand
eight hundred and eighty four dollars and sixteen cents

($182,88416) against the ~Russo-Asiatic Bank at the time of
its liquidation. We, accordingly, are entitled to have eighteen

thousand two hundred and eighty eight dollars and forty one
cents (318,288.41) as our share of the dividend. Will you

please then notify us as to the exact amount and precise time

of payment ?
With thanks in anticipation, ! am

Yours very truly,

Y. Tze H. Li (signed)

Chairman.

of | &

= 3

g

giis

+H



o |

=%

RIAW

I8

i) A ) X it 2

15th December, 1928
North China River Commission, ‘

11, Via Roma,

Tientsin.

Dear Sir;

In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, we beg to
inform you that we have not received any notice from the
Commission for the Improvement of the River System of
Chihii that you are their successors, authorised to draw divid-
ends from their credit balance in our books and therefore. before
giving you any particulars about the account of the Commission
for the Improvement of the River System of Chihli, we shall
thank you to attend to all the necessary formalities sending us
the required authorisation, after which further particulars can be
given to you and the 3rd dividend paid.

Believe us, Dear Sirs,

Yours faithfully
Liquidator ; (signed) . Russo-Asiatic Bank
Asst. Liquidator ; (signed) (in Liquidation)
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December 17, 1928,
Mr. F. Hussey-Freke, Asscciate Inspector,
Chinese Salt Administration,
Peiping.
Dear Sir:

We beg to inform you that the Russo-Asiatic Bank in
Liquidation has just notified us the fact that in order to enable
us to draw the third dividend which the Bank has declared to
its creditors, authorisation from the Commission for the Im-
provement of River System of Chilli is required.

As you were the treasurer of the Commission for the
Improvement of River System of Chihli, wculd you be kind
enough to sign on the enclosed letter and help us in attending
to the necessary formalities upon which the Bank insists ?

Our Chairman, Mr. Y. Tze H. Li will come to Peiping
tomorrow and will call on you for the enclosed letter.

Thanking you in advance for your immediate attention
to this matter.

Yours very truly,

Shu-t'ien Li, (signed)
Executive Secretary,

SR
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December 17, 1928,

To the Liquidators,
The Russc-Asiatic Bank in Liquidation,
Tientsin,
Dear Sir - |

This is to certity that the North China River Commis-
sion are the successcrs of the Commissicn for the Improve-
ment of River System of Chihli and that they are entitled to
enjoy any privilege which the Commission for the Improve-
ment of River System of Chihli might have had.

We remain, Dear Sirs,
Yours truly,

L

Commission for the Improvement
of River System of Chihli,

F. Hussey-Freke, Hsiurg Hsi-ling
(signed) (signed)
Treasurer President.
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December 21, 1928.
To the Liquidators,
The Russo-Asiatic Bank in Liquidation,
Tientsin.

Dear Sir : |

Your favor dated the 15th of December was duly re-
ceived with thanks, Regarding to our previous request of draw-
ing the third dividend of the Commission for the Improvemant
of the River System of Chihli, we shall be glad to aitend to
all the necessary formalities in order to meet your re
quirement. But at the same fime, we hope that you will be
kind enough to withhold payment of the former Commission’s
balance to any other person or organization, should such a
request of payment be made.

Yours very truly,

North China River Commission.

Treasurer. (signed)
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As to the question of an improvement of the Yung Ting
Ho proper the project above dealt with has of course practically

no relation except that when the Ta Ho Tien is made into a
storage basin it will be possible to drain the present delta at the

rate of say 600 cubic metres per second instead of the
absolute maximum of 400 which under extreme condition is nbw
reached in the Pei Yun Ho. | |

For an improvement of the Yung Ting Ho I would strongly
recommend, as | have dbne already often times before, to regu-
late the channel by means of adequate fraining works so as to
prevent direct attacks of the dykes by the current. In this way dyke
breaks will.be reduced to a2 minimum. [ would further recom-
mend the construction of the Kuan Ting reservoir so as to lowey
the flood water level. [t would perhaps deserve recommen-
dation to carry the last mentioned work and first as it can be

carried out comparatively quickly and will have the immediate
effect of Preventing the occurrence of extreme flood conditions.

~ The regulation of the river can be carried out gradually later on
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rolling works at the entrance could be omitted but they are
perhaps necessary as a matter of general policy. The total cost
of thie project is estimated at about $2,000,000, Having studied
the problemi urider discussion already since 1915, as previously
stated, and having given it again my most earnest attention since
I réjoined the former Chihli River Commission in May 1927  am
fully prepared to state that the solution as put forward is the
only one which, with so little cost. will radicaily scive the Hai
Ho problem where as it will at the same time give considerabl
erelief to flood conditions in general.

With regard to the objection which has been raised in
certain quarters, that by leading the Yung Ting Ho across the
Pei Yun Ho eastward the latter will no longer flow info the
Hai Ho and thus deprive this river of a certain amount of clear
water, | wish to point out that the harmful effect on the Hai Ho
caused by the Yung Ting Ho silt is so encrmcus that the taking
away of this evil is such an improvement that the drawback of
having to forsake the Pei Yun Ho water may be entirely ignor-
ed.

There exists one more objection against the project viz.,
that eventually a bar will be created in the sea at the mouth
of the Peitang which in due course would harmfully affect the
mouth of the Hai Ho.  Although such a contingency is not like-
ly to happen | have made provisions for the construction if
desired of some desilting hasins, The first one could be obtained

by surrounding the Ta Ho Tien by dykes thus enclosing an
area of say some 100 square km. or more. If necessary this
could afterwards be extended by also taking in the Chi Li Hai
In this way no more silt need enter the sea for many scores of
years to come than can be carried away by the weakest of cur-

o% [ 8

- h-



oh | 3B

-

fo A C3| 7K it HE

i P i o P R N P e o o P A 1 B AP 470 P e N N

secondly to use this entire capacity for carrying off the floods of

‘the other rivers. It may therefore without exaggeration be said

that by giving the Yung Ting Ho a new outlet we provide
automotically at the same time an additional 1000 cub. metres.
per second flood escape for the other rivers.

From 1915 on [ have repeatedly urged the Government
to take this matter in hand. What | proposed from the very
beginning was in short to lead the Yung Ting Ho frcm the
d:el-ta easfward to the sea through the Ta Ho Tien and even-
tually the Chi Li Hai either by making ur not making use of
the Chin Chung Ho. My intention originally was to provide
for a channel of 200) cub. metres per second capacity as this
was the estimated maximum discharge of the Yung Ting Ho
entering the delta. It was at that time taken for granted that
the delta had outlived its usefullness. This project called for a
capital outlay of round $15.000,000. Fcrtunately subsequent
investigations carried out by the Chihli River Commissicn
brought to light that the delta was still acting as a storage
basin and that to an extent which made a large outlet, as
provided for by me, no! absolutely necessary. A careful study
showed that it was sufficient to simply provide a new outlet of
the same capacity as that of the Pei Yun Ho between the mouth
of the Yung Ting Ho and the Hai Ho. A description ot the project
is given in the pretiminary report on this subject by Mr. Eliassen
which is onfile in the archives of the Commission. The project-
ed new outlet runs from the village Pei Tsaing on the Pei Yun Ho
almost due East joining up with the Chin Chung Ho. It runs
t"nrough the depression known as the Ta Ho Tien, its length is 17
km. Controlling locks are provided for at the entrance of the
outlet as well as across the Pei Yung Ho. Technically the con-
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During smaller freshets the full silt load however arrives at the
Hai Ho but as the slope in here very gentle and consequently,
-the_current weak the silt has to be dropped. And unless sub-
sequently the other rivers bring down much water this  silting
up process continues till the cross section and the bed slope
of the Hai Ho have been altered to such an extent that a cur-
rent can be maintained strong enough to continue carrying the
silt as far as the sea. In other words the Hai Ho has then be-

come the continuation of the Yung Ting Ho unmodified by

SR

the other rivers and only slightly affected by tidal action. Such =~ -

was the state of the river last year and also this summer till
September when modeate freshets coming down the Hai Ho
brought some improvement. -

In view of the foregoing it stands to reason that the
only solution for maintaining the Hai Ho.in a proper state is
to separate the Yung Ting Ho once and for all from the Hai
Ho. Only when this has been done will the safety of Tisntsin
as a seaport been secured. But besides and 1 wish to lay
particular stress on this point the Hai Ho will in that case
be in a far better position to cope with the floods coming down
the other rivers. For what is the case ? The Hai Ho when in a
good condition is able to carry some 1000m® per second. But
when the river is siited up like it is now or as it was early
in the freshet season of 1917 the capacity amounts to perhaps
400 cub. metres per second or less. This means a loss in capa-
city of 600 cubic metres per second. And not only this be-
cause when the Yung Ting Ho is in 1ireshet this river alone
already pours into the Hai Ho some 400 cub. metres second.
By providing the Yung Ting Ho with an entirely separate out-
let it is consequently possible, firstly to maintain the Hai Ho in
such a condition thal it can easily carry 1000m3 per second :md
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so that extensive inundations take place which only gradually
subside afler many months as the water litfle is drained off
through the Hai Ho.  In such years the latter river attains its
maximum capacity. The Hai Ho then gradually deteriorates
again when during subsequent dry years the fresh water su'pply
from the hinterland falls below normal. Yet the Hai Ho would
never decrcase in capacity so much as it thus far has done oc-
casionally, like in 1927 and again this year if it were not for
other influences which will be explained later. If these did not
exist the tidal action in the Hai Ho would b sufficient to main-
tain the river, once it has been scoured ous sufficiently, at its
maximum depth.

The influences referred to above are those brought about
by the Yung Ting Ho. It is not that this river differs perhaps

50 much from other rivers in the procince like for example the

Sha Ho, the Tang Ho. the Hu Tuo Ho and others, but what counts
mostly is that its course through the plain is far shorter than that of
any other river.  Further more its catchment basin is larger than
any of the other rivers and it stands therefore to reason that its
influence on the Hai Ho is being f:lt far more even than all
the other rivers together. Unfortunately this influence is bad be-
cause the Yung Ting Ho happens to be one of the heaviest
silt carriers.  And what makes it worse is that where as the other
rivers, although perhaps also carrying much silt, are free to
spread this over the country which they inundate, the Yung Ting
Ho is dyked from the hills down to the Hai Ho. As a result of
this it can not like other rivers overflow the country and there
free itself of its silt burden. The silt is therefore carried along
practically unchecked except during strong freshets when the so
called Hun Ho delta act as a detention and desilting basin,
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Memorandum of the improvement of the Hal Ho

“and its Tributary the Yun Ting Ho.

| SUBMITTED BY H. VAN DER VEEN -
Technical Adviser to North China River Commission. .

The Hai Ho is the common outlet of ail the rivers
traversing the plain of North China of which the principal ones

are : .
The Chao Pai Ho below Tungchow known as the Pei Yun Ho

The Yung-ing-Ho or Hun-Ho
The Ta Ching Ho with its various tributaries

The Hu Tuo Ho
The Fu Yang Ho

The Wei Ho }furming the South Grand Canal or
" The Chang Ho § Nan Yun Ho

Although the respective characters of the rivers enumerat-
ed above differ originally quite a little most of them have to
run such a long course before reaching the Hai Ho that their
characteristics become lost.  This is especially the case with the
rivers coming from the south west viz, the Ta Ching Ho which
together with the Tze Ya Ho forms the Hat Ho and the Nan Yun
Ho. Both the latter and the former bring into the Hai Ho compara-

}forming the Tze Ya Ho

tively clear water containing ooly at times very little silt which is
moreover of such a fineness that practically all of it is carried
down as far as the sea. In addition their flow is very steady
that is to say it is nmever subject fo sudden fluctuations but
either augments or decreases slowly. From year to year how-
ever the total volume of water contributed by these rivers
varies considerably depending on the amount of precipitation
which occurs in the various catchment basins. During years of
excessive rainfall like in 1917 and 1924 the volume of water
brought down is so enormous that the rivers can not carry it,
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