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The Two Important Points of
Studying English
" By M. K.” Chang

The difficulty of writing English does not lie in grammar
but in putting words and idioms in their proper places.

In accordance with English grammar, words are divided
into eight parts of speech, of which nouns and verbs are most
important. As to the study of nouns, it is, as everybody
knows, very simple and easy, while that of verbs is a little com-
plicated. However, if one learns them very carefully, one can
employ them without any difficulty. Thus it is evident that
English grammar is easy to learn, so one has to pay attention _
to words and idioms only. |

Now we begin with the learning of words. In learning
words one must Jearn their uses and comihit as many of them
o memory as possible. For if one has command of only a few
~words, one cannot convey one’s idea to others while speaking or
writing; and the author who writes in such a way that he can
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not convey his idea to others not only can derive no profit
from his writing but wastes the time of his readers. Certainly
it is not wise to do so.

" As regards idioms, they exist in every language. These
idioms are expressions peculiar to a language and can not
be analyzed in accordance with grammar.; If one wishes to
learn idioms one can get them when one reads. If one
always fakes care of using every word and every idiom and
employs only those words and idioms which one has already
learned while writing or speaking, one is sure that one’s
writing is correct and free from errors. But if ome does not
take care of their uses and employs them wrongly, one will
gradually be in the habit of writing bad Engllsh and one's
writing will never be correct.
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The Art of Public Speaking Should be
Practiced by Chinese Students

By Chi Tsai-fung
William Nast College, Kiukiang

In every enlightened age, public speaking has been &
powerful factor and an arousing force in human affairs. Every-
where we see that all the well-trained public speakers and
skillful debators -are likely to be among the most useful
members of any community. The Western schools and colleges
of late years have already come to recognize the importance of
careful training in the art of public speaking. Educators have
been led to give special attention to the practicing of this art
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because they have realized that proficiency in practical public
speaking would certainly be very serviceable to young men,
particularly if they are to take an active. part in public affairs.
This shows the importance which modern education assigns to
public speaking. Since the tide of Western civilization has
touched the shore of Eastern Asia, whatever i3 frue to the
European and American students becomes true to the Chinese
students also. Public speaking is an essential phase of educa-
tion in the Occidental schools and colleges, so it must be con-
sidered essential in. Oriental schools and colleges as well. This
is not new to us, but the renewal of what our ancestors liave had
for thousands of years.

One of our Chinese proverbs says, ‘‘ Students are the future
masters of the state,”” and another tells us: ‘‘ Scholars are the
head of the people.” Are the students going 10 be the masters
of the state, masters who can administer and control the affairs
as'the head of a family does? Again, will they be able {o lead
and direct the people as the mind directs and controls the actions
and the emotions of the body? Yes, it is possible for any one
and every one, only if he is willing to train and prepare himself
. todo so. In order to fulfil the true sense of the above mention-
ed sayings, an ideal Chinese student who is mow under the
training of the modern system of education ought to possess one
of the most important attainments in addition to all the moral,
intellectual and physical knowledge, namely, the art of public
speaking. ' -

Public speaking which only aims to explain or to instruct
does not deserve the name of oraitory; but public speaking which
not only convinces the intellect and shapes belief, but algo
arouses the emotion, stirs-the soul, and influences conduct, is
oratory of the truest type. Hence, true oratory, the art of
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convincing and persuading men, appeals both to the intellect and

the emotions. For example, Su Tsin (% %) convicted the six

states (7 &) which rose up and joined together against the Tsin

State (#); Lu Chia (B ¥ )exhorted Chao Tu (¥ 4&)and brought

‘the latter’s territory into submission to the Han State (#); the

thrilling voice of Patrick Henry made America ring with the
shout, * Give us liberty or give us death”’; when the thunder

of Denton shook the dome of the convention hall, it roused all

Paris to demand the head of Louis; and as Paul reasoned of

righteousness, temperance, and the judgment, he made Felix

tremble. In fact, the ultimate aim of oratory is to influence

thouglhts, feeliugs, and emotions. This kind of oratory is what
every Chinese student ought to practice and learn during his

school and college career. : :

Oratory is not a gift, but an art; not an inspiration,
but an scquisition ; not an intention, but an attainment. Ex-
cellence in this art is attained only by unwearied practice
and the careful study of the best models. The proverb
‘¢ practice makes perfect'’ applies in this art das -in any
others. The best possible preliminary training in public
speaking is the constant exercise in declaiming the speeches of
~ others. When a student has once memorized a declamation, he
is free to give conscious attention to all the means of oratorical
effectiveness. He can then carefuily aitend to such important
natters as position, emphasis, gestures, pauses, enunciation, the
management of voice; and the numerous details that a student
can master only by conscious effort and continual practice. We,
the Chinese students, are able to become great and famous
orators of this country and the world only if we do our best and

practice incessantly.
- Another important fa(,tor in public speakmg whlch every
one should bear in mind is, as Mr. Raymond M. Alden said in
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. his “ Art of Debate,”” that the speaker must not speak as
though talking to himself; or into the air, but must talk to the
audience. He must reach out after them, touch them by his
speech, and enter info their sympathies so as to move their
feelings and wills. He must bring his subject and audience
together as he sees them and he must forget himself completely.

In addition to these things he must study the best models
both ancient and modern, in Chinese and in foreign languages.
From these he may catch some of that inspiration which binds
the audience to the oraior and bids him play upon their
emotions as the master touches the keys of his familiar instru- -
ments; which brings them to tears orshakes them with laughter;
and which bears them up on the wing of imagination, or fills
them with horror. The best models lie all around us and the
rest -is within us. The only question that confronts us is to
decide whether we are willing to study, practice, and assimilate
them as a part of ourselves or not. .

Although China began to ascend the scale of civilization
earlier than any other nation, yet on account of her conservative
spirit and secluded policy, she has fallen far behind the Western:
nations, Even though our literature has flourished for more
than four thousand years, nevertheless the majority of our
people are still ignorant. No matter what kind of profession a
Chinese student may choose for his lifework, if only he is
patriotic to his fatherland and loves his countrymen, he can
help them greatly by this art--public speaking—which he
has mastered from his youth. Not everybody is able to attend -
schools, but most people can go to public lectures. Any well
sducated Chinese student, if he has an enthusiastic devotion to
~ the welifare of his country, can sacrifice part of his leisure times
- to instruct the citizens of the town or city in which bhe is«
- living in such subjects as cleanliness, public health, current
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events, elementary ecientific truths, and moral teachings. -
Indeed, this is an ‘effective and excellent méans to guide <
our uneducated fellowmen from the darkness of supersti-
tion and leathenism to the broad daylight of fruth and en-
lightenment. '

Apart from the advantages for others one can make him-
-self better known and famous as well. It is obvious that public
speaking is an art which every Chinese student ought to
-appreciate, to study, and {o practice in addition to the intellectu-
-al,-moral, and spirifual attainments made during his school and

- college career, for it will undoubtedly be advantageous to his
fellowmen, his country, and himself.
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From Chinese into Enélish &= 32
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Chi Chuang Kung was going out to hunt. A mantis was
going to push the wheel of his carriage with its legs. Beeing
this, he asked his coachman: “ What isthis insect?” ‘It

+ is a mantis. This insect knows how to advance, but does
not know how to retreat. It does not consider the strength
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it has, but fights w1th its foe recklesslv,” replied his

coachman, Chuang Kung said: “If it were a man, he

would be the bravest soldier in the world.”” Then he turned

his carriage and let it alone, Whereupon all the brave men
came from different places to follow him. ~
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It is a custom of our country that people are, for the most
part, fond of accumulating a great deal of money for the benefit,
of their children instead of educating them for a particular
trade. In consequence of this many grown-up and married
‘men, who even. have children of their own, are still under the

“necessity of being supported by their parents. Should they be
so unfortunate as to suffer the loss of their parents and what is
left them is gone, they could certainly mnot make their living,

“on account of their ignorance. They have to suffer cold and
hunger. Thus their parents’ love for them has furnished the
cause of their ruin. _ )

On the other hand, a good father will always send his boy
to school and let him be educated for a particular trade, with
the aid of which the boy can earn his livelihood in later life,
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and when he has finished his course he may marry. Con-
sequently, if no legacy is left him after his parents’ death, he
can depend upon his trade to make a living for himself. There
ig indeed much truth in the proverb, ‘“ It is belter to learn one
trade than t6 possess millions of dollars,”
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A man once asked his son, *‘‘Which of the metals
is the most valuable and which the least valuable 7"
“ Gold, I think, is the most valuable, silver comes next, and
“jron is the least valuable,” said the boy. ¢ Gold and silver,”
said the father, “though highly prized, can be used only for the
making of coins and ornaments, while iron, though less prized,
is more useful. Our household utensils and implements and .
tools used by farmers and workmen gre mostly made of iron.
If there were no silver and gold, it would not do us much harm;
" but if there were no iron, all industries 7ould be brought to a
standstill.” |
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