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Life of William Law.

William Law, the author of this book, was born in 1686,
and died in 1761. He was one of the most prominent
Eng]ish writers on Practical Divinity in the eighteenth
century. Owing to his refusal to take the oath of allegiance
and abjuration on the accession of George 1., he retired from
the active work of the Church, and passed his days in
meditation and literary labour. Law was a man of genius,
a saint, and a writer of great power. He was also a genuine
mystic, although he lived in a very worldly and’ rationalistic
age. ,

Law is best known by his *“Serious Call,” a work of
singular power. With the exception of ‘‘The Pilgrim’s
Progress,’” no book on practical religion in the language has
perhaps been so highly praised. Gibbon, Dr. Jolnsou,
Doddridge, and John Wesley vie with each other in com-
mending it as a masterpiece. At one time Law was a kind
of oracle with Wesley, and his influence upon early
Methodism was of an ahmost formative character,

Law died as he had lived, urging upon all Christian
men, especially lipon the clergy, his favorite doctrine that
““nothing godly can be lived in us but what has all its life
from the Spirit of God living and breathing in us.” Life of
William Law, by J. H. Overton.

D. MacG.
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