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‘French Government does not .doubt that the National Government will ¢-
§ ake the necessary steps to that effect.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, Monsieur le Mini-
stre, the assurance of my highest consideration.

(Signed) D. pe MartEL,
A Son Excellence

Monsieur C. T. Waxg,
Ministre des Affaires Etrangeres,
Nankin,

BHUBEW

B2



Nanking, December 23rd, 1928.

Mon sieur le Ministre,

’

we have studied in an equdlh qmunblo spirit tbc various qucr tions pend-
ing between our two countries, and I belicve that the resuit of our exchan.
ge of views should be specified as fouiows:—

1. The French Government is prepared to cpen without delay negoti-
ations for the conclusion of a new convention in place of the Sino-French
Convention of April 25, 1886, the Additional Cenvention of Commerce of
June 26, 1887 and the Convention Supplementary to this Convention dat-
ed June 20,18g3.

In the interest of both Governments, no change will be made in the
prosent state of things with regard to Indo-China during the period of ne-
gotiations, it being understood that the principle of uniformity of tariff at
the land and maritime frontiers is in no way affected, so that the tarifs n
foece at the Chinese maritime frontiers shall apply at the same time at In.
do-Chinese frontiers. However, the presant rates of reductions on duties
for imports and exports shall still remain in force during such negotiations
which the French Government on its part is prepared to conclude at an
early date. '

2. In the interest of the development of the economic relations betw-
een France and China, 1t is necessary that merchandlse should not bear e-,
xcessive taxes.

It is with this ob]ect in view that the abolition of likin has appeared
desirable as well to the French as to the Chinese Government. In the sa_
me way, the addition of provincial taxes in licu of likin to the proper cus-
toms taxes will have the effect of paralyzing business. The French Gov-
ernment has no doubt that the National Government will abolish likin as
soon as possible after the new custons regime comes into force and will p
revent effectively the establishment of the said provincial texes.

3. The service of certain loans involving French capital contracted by
the Chinese Government is now discontinuied owing to the lack of resour-
ces. The allocation of a part of the additional funds furnished by the cu-
stoms for the service of those loans will constitute a measure apt to devel-

ZENIRRAE

45
17

op happily for the economic relations hetween France and China, and the #%

2



Nanking, December 22nd,192%
[ Monsieur le Ministre,

B I have the honour fo acknowledge the receipt of your today’s lettep
relating to the application of Article I of the Treaty which has just been
¢oncladed between the National Government and the French Govwernment.

¥

I beg to inform you that I am entirely in accord with the statements
7% contained in that communication.

2 I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to yow, Monsieur le Minfe
stre, the assurance of my highest consideration.

(Signed) Cuencrine T. Waxg.
A Son Excellence

C‘t!f le Comte D. pg MarTEL,

' Envoye Plenipotentiare

de la Republique Francaise en Chine
Nankin.
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