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IlE formation, cluring the past year, of the

American Society of Painters in Water-Colors, in

the City of New York, is a new and an import-
ant movement among the Artists; and the spirit with
which it has been carried forrrard may justly be regarded

as a sign of great promise of future excellence in this

beautiful rlepartment of Art. The enthusiasm with
which this step has been greeted by a large number of

our painters; the unquestioned sriccess of the first exhi-

bition of water-colors on the walls of the National

Academy, and'the favor which the public has shown in

the notice bestoweil upon the paintings, as well as in the

purchase of many of them, are certainly encouraging

facts to which it behooves the Altists and the public to
give a good deal of thought and attention

Of the advantages that water-color painting in somO

respccts possesses gver oil, it may be well here to say a

few worcls. No Artist pretends that it can ever take

the place of oil-painting. The masters of water-color,
ho'wever', maintain, rvith much reason, that for certain
luminous qualities, for purity of tint and tone, for

delicate gradations, especially in skies and clistances,

their favoi'ite style of painting has decided. ad.vantages

over oil.
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among the Ameriban public, the foregoing pages may ilo
something toward dispelling it, and may conduce to the
encouragement ancl growth of a branch of art which has

Eo many beauties and advantagcs in its favor.


