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Natural History 
collections 

& 
Wikimedia projects

Tatosoma monoviridisata by Auckland War Memorial Museum CC BY 4.0 Wikicommons

http://bit.ly/ADBCWiki
http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/collections-research/collections/record/am_naturalsciences-object-141210
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tatosoma_monoviridisata_AMNZ21807_Dorsal.jpg


Why Natural History collections should 
engage with Wikipedia, Wikicommons 

and Wikidata.

Costachorema notoptera by Auckland War Memorial Museum. CC BY 4.0 via Wikicommons.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Costachorema_notoptera_Wise,_1972_(AM_AMNZ21963-1).jpg
http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/collections-research/collections/record/am_naturalsciences-object-180266
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en


 Wikidata and Wikicommons logos. Public domain. Wikipedia logo. CC BY SA 3.0

Wiki projects

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikidata-logo-en.svg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Wikimedia_Commons_logos#/media/File:Commons-logo-v3.png
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:English_Wikipedia_logo#/media/File:Wikipedia-logo-v2-en-text-realigned.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Foundation


What is Wikidata

Linked knowledge database

Free & public domain licensed 
(CC0)

Read & edited by humans & 
machines

Structured data hub 

Image CC0



     Access           Reuse

Nitophyllum lindaueri by Auckland War Memorial Museum. CC BY 4.0 via Wikicommons.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Nitophyllum_lindaueri_Levring_(AM_AK295865).jpg
http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/collections-research/collections/record/am_naturalsciences-object-652261
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en


Labels for Apoctena clarkei.  Auckland War Memorial Museum. CC BY 4.0 via Wikicommons.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Apoctena_clarkei_(Philpott,_1930)_(AM_AMNZ21813-3).jpg
http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/collections-research/collections/record/am_naturalsciences-object-167609
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Screenshot of Wikimedia Commons CC BY SA 3.0  

Manaaki Whenua - Landcare Research 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Institution:Landcare_Research
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Screenshot of Scoparia illota Wikipedia page CC BY SA 3.0

Landcare Research Images

Auckland Museum image

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scoparia_illota
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Google knowledge graph

Search engine optimisation

Image by Nyshita talluri CC BY-SA 3.0 via Wikicommons.

Google

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3A1-google-art2.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Image of Landcare Research category via Wikicommons CC BY SA 3.0 https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/386099-Asaphodes-adonis CC BY SA 3.0     

Manaaki Whenua & iNaturalist

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Landcare_Research
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/386099-Asaphodes-adonis
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Screenshot of Kikihia ochrina Wikipedia page CC BY SA 3.0

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kikihia_ochrina
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Reuse in iNaturalist

Screenshot of text sourced from Wikipedia in iNaturalist CC BY SA 3.0

https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/342384-Kikihia-ochrina
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Biodiversity Knowledge Graph slide. Dr. Rod Page. SLiDInG6 presentation  

https://www.slideshare.net/rdmpage/sliding6-talk-on-biodiversity-knowledge-graph
https://sites.google.com/site/scottishlinkeddata/events/sliding6


Screenshot of Scoparia illota wikidata item. CC BY SA 3.0

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q14324367
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Screenshot of Wikidata query service website. CC BY SA 3.0 https://w.wiki/7SY

Wikidata query

https://w.wiki/7SY
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://w.wiki/7SY


Gif CC0



Underfunded

Under staffed

Too hard?
So what?

Arsenal Ladies Vs Bayern Munich (cropped) by joshjdss CC BY 2.0. Wikimedia commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Arsenal_Ladies_Vs_Bayern_Munich_(24933824871).jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en


Three 
reasons

Fingers by Pogrebnoj-Alexandroff CC BY SA 3.0 via Wikicommons

Search engines

Linked open data

Network effects

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Three_first_fingers.JPG
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0


Search engine optimisation

Google knowledge graph

Image by Nyshita talluri CC BY-SA 3.0 via Wikicommons.

Google

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3A1-google-art2.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


A New Zealand Lake with the Remarkables in the Distance by Elizabeth Donald. 

1902. Auckland Art Gallery. Public domain. Via Wikicommons.

Linked open data
Link everything

Reuse

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Elizabeth_Donald_-_A_New_Zealand_Lake_with_the_Remarkables_in_the_Distance_-_1980-9_-_Auckland_Art_Gallery.jpg


Image by I. Yoon, R.J. Williams, E. Levine, S. Yoon, J.A. Dunne, and N.D. Martinez. "East River 
Valley Trophic Web". 2004. www.foodwebs.org. Webs on the Web (WoW): 3D visualization of 
ecological networks on the WWW for collaborative research and education. Proceedings of the 
IS&T/SPIE Symposium on Electronic Imaging, Visualization and Data Analysis 5295:124-132. 
FAL. Via Wikicommons.

Network effects Increase value

Improve data

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:East_River_Valley_Trophic_Web.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20140214160353/http://artlibre.org/licence/lal/en/


Efficiencies in time

Improve open knowledge

Safety net 

Impact reporting metrics

Other anticipated 
benefits 

Image CC0



Unanticipated 
benefits

Species in art



How to 
engage 

Openly license images & data

Open up institution website 
Terms of Use

Wikipedian in Residence

Reach out to local Wikimedians

Edit-a-thons



Bison lying down. Antoine-Louis Barye. Metropolitan Museum of Art. CC0. Via 
Wikicommons.

Passive 
engagement

Openly license images & data

Open Terms of Use

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bison_Lying_Down_MET_DP805149.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Metropolitan_Museum_of_Art
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en


Photograph of Le guépard by Jean-Pierre Fontaine. By Urbatech1. CC BY SA 4.0 
Via Wikicommons.     

Active 
engagement

Wikipedian in Residence

Reach out to local Wikimedians

Edit-a-thons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Perceval_Le_gu%C3%A9pard.JPG
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Urbatech1&action=edit&redlink=1
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
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Thank You 

Tatosoma monoviridisata by Auckland War Memorial Museum CC BY 4.0 Wikicommons

mailto:siobhan_leachman@yahoo.co.nz
http://bit.ly/2twdqfg
http://bit.ly/ADBCWiki
http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/collections-research/collections/record/am_naturalsciences-object-141210
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tatosoma_monoviridisata_AMNZ21807_Dorsal.jpg
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