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"MANCHESTER ‘STRIKE

Cyerren I
RIE WEEK'S BYD,
L]

()Vn fine Saturday evemngdein May, 18—, sc-
veral hundred work- people, men, g oirls, and boys,
poured out from the gates of a factory which
stood on the banks of the Medlock, near Man-
chester. The children «hspersed in troops, some
to play, but the greager nugper to reach home
with all speed, as if they were afraid of the sun-
shine that checquerwl the dureet and reddened the
gables and*chimnies.

The men seemetlein no such haste ; they lin-
gercd about the factory, one large group standm
before the gates, and smaller knots oceupying
the streat for some hstzmce while a few pro-
ceededl slowly on fheir way hwnae, chattivar with
one or another partv as they went.  Onc only
appeared to haye nothing to say to lyjs compa-
wolons, and to with to get away quictly, if they
would have let him, e wad oneeof the most
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1-(>.<pc<w:ﬂ“‘ﬂm!;ing among {hoWnk i s
“dress, ands mtelheent thouph 1 mew hat melan-
cholv in countenanca  He'was'makme his way
without S])?.l‘\ll]\o"t(h«HIVh()(i\, when firge one and
then another” capight Jim by the button and
detatned f1im m consulfation. Al cocthed anxious
to kuow what Allen lyul to velate or to advise;
and Atien had some difficalty m getting leave to
go home, puch &s*he knew he was wanted
there.  When He had at length escaped, be
walked so rapidly as preswatly to overtahe his
little danghter, Martha, who laad Jeft the factory
somewhat (*arhpr. He saw her defore him for
some . distance, .md nb\‘ srved how she himped, amd
how feebly she made’ her way along the stieet,
(if such it might be called,) which led to therr
abode. It was far from casy walhing to the
strongest.  There were heaps of rubish, pools
of muddy water, stones and bml\lmls lving
about, and cahhanwlo%ws pn which the unwary
might shp, and bones ovér which pigs were
grunting and curs snarling and hnhtmw Little
Martha, « desteste clald of (luht vears nl(l, aried
to avoid al these vul)st.wlss, hut she nearly
slipped  down several times, and started when
the dogs came near her, and shuvered every time
the nnhl slnmu hreeze blew i in her facc.

« Marthag hov/®ame you are to-day!™ said
Allen, taking her round the waist to hdp her
onward.

« O father, my k kneces have b®n aching so all
day, I thought I ghould have dropped every
hxoment
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% And oné would think &t was Clristmas by
Jront loghs, chijdg insteal of a briaght®®ay day 7

Sleas very slplivalter dhie factory,” sad the
Lijtle erlyehier teetn gill chatwnh®, ¢ Sure the
weather must have changsgd, fatlger

No: e wind was south, and the sity cloud-
lews. Tt was only that gthe thcnyometer Lad
stood at 752 within the factory. *

] .\uppo\(-._\our wages are lowgrgd asswell as
mine.”" sard Allen; ¢ how much do Jou bring
home this w&eh ¢7 )

2 Ouly three shiflings, father; and sdme say it

Wil be Jess befoge long, © T am afrgid mother—"
o The weak=sfrited child could not say what it
was that she feared, being lfeked by her tears.

¢ Come, Martha, cheer up,'” said her father,
¢ Mother knows that vou get sometimes more
and sometimes less; and, after all, you carn gg
much as a piceer as some do at the hand-loom.
There is Field, our nmrrrhbuur‘;,mc and his wife
together do not carn emore thau seven slillimes
a week, you know, and think how much older
and sirongd® they are than®vou ! V& mat make
vou stfonuer, Mastha. I will go with wou to
Mr. Dawgon, and he will find out what 1s the
matter with vour knees.”

By thig time they byl reached the foot of the
stairs avhich led up to thir ®ve rosms M the
third story of a larce dwelling which was occu-
pied by many pgor families. Barcfootedehildren
wicw scampering sip and down these stairs at
play; girls nursing babics s;f at Parious cle-
vatitwis, and seemed in danger ef bol'ng kiched

B 2
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.down as often as a drunken ‘nan of an anary
woman shOuld want to passp,a thing which
frequently happened. « Little* Mattha looked up
the steep stand'and sighed, ‘Her father liftesl
and garried hér. «The poises would have stunned
a styangdr, and they seemed louder whan usual
to accustomgd ears, Partha’s little dog came
barking and jumping-up as soon ag he saw her,
and tifs sef.sevemal babies crying; the shrill
piping of a bulfihch was heard n the din, and
over all, the voice of a scalding wonan.

“ That is Sally Yield’y Yoice if it is anybody's,”
said Allen.  Jt Js enough to makg one shift one’s
quarters to have that woman withih hearing.”

“ She 1s in our reomps, father. I am sure the
noise is there; and see, her door is open and
her room empty.”

o *“ She need not fear Jeaving her door open,”
observed a neighbour in passing. ¢ There is
nothing there that anybody would wish to carry -
away.”

Allen did not answér, but made haste to restore
peace i hig* own dwelling, knowingthat his wife
was far from being a matchder Sally Field, As
he flung open- the door, the weaker parly scemed
to resign the contest to him; his wife sank into
a chair, trembling all oyere' Her fqur or five
little ®ones® hade #iddén thentselves where they
could, some under the table, some behind the bed,
having adl been slapped or pushed or bpffeted
by Sally for staring at her wrh their thumbs in
their moutlts. Shg was not aware that Salfy
Field in a passien was a sight to make any, vne
stard,
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Allen earried Mhrtha to a seat in Jreparation
for turnjpng out galy field and locking the door
upon her, whicl®he *meant¢o do by main force
ik gentlew means -shgffld fails 1fer gurprise at
seeing him, however, an(P,perhups.sumc degree
of awe of Ifis determined Countenance, tade, her
pause for a moment. o

“ What is gll this, wife 2’ inquired Allen.

*“ 1 am sure 1 don’t kndw. Sply hats been
rating me and the children this’ hour "past, and
heaven knows what fou.”’

Sally procecded upoy this to deglafe a long
list of offences gf wlnch Allen’s family had been
gailty towards *her, and Allen suficred her o go
on ull she had exhausted jefe breath,  When at
length she lost her voice—a catastrophe which
bappens sooner or later to all scolds,—he took
up the word.

“ I'll well you what, Sally,”. said he; “ 1 am
very sorry for you, gnd very. much ashamed of
you, and I should be#more angry on my wife’s
account than you ever saw*me if I did not know
you well, afid understand What iseat® the bottom
of all this. Remember, Sally, I hkave known
you and Jour husband since you were this high,
as well as if you had been children of my own.
Don’t py me in"emjnd how young you are.
Don’tanake me treft youslike 2 shild® wheh you
have taken upon you so early to be a.woman.
Don’tgnake mc,call your husband to #ke care
Qf you as if you<could not take care of your-
self.”

“Call him! call him awd welcome, if you

B3



6 THE WEEK'S END.

can find Lim,” crict Rally. " Show me where
he 1s, andUll find a better w for my tongue,
than in scolding vour medin-sfhited wife there
that looks as ¥ ‘she were ying to die*whenever
ong, speaks. ! Ga, pra.y‘, call my husband.”

“ Ayd, ave ; that's the grievance, 1 see,” said
Ak« We all hae our grievances, Sally,
and- it9s great folly to make them, worse of our
own accord,, Do® fou expect to tempt your
busband to stav®at home with you by scolding
as You were doing just naw ?” ‘

* Do you leave your‘u;xf'e for the twcnty-?our
hours together 7 cried Sally. ¢ Do you make
yoursell drunk with your last shifling 7—and y2t
any man had rathbrsce his wife in a passion
now and then than have her such a poor, puny,
crying creature as your wife is.”

. ‘“ Hush, hush, mistress!” interrupted Allen.
“ T will lock the door upon you this moment,
and would havé .done it before but that you
would raise a mob in the street if I turned you
out. Sally, you know you have not a friend in
the world # you quatrel with us, afld whas will
vou do with your sore heartethen 7

" The poor creature’s passion now dissolved in
tears. She threw herself on the bed and sobbed
bitterly.  She was left to harself for spme time,
Allene produced fiiis "week’s Wages, and wettled
with his wife how they should be disposed of,
and perspaded her to go out hgrself andemake
the necessary purchases, saying that he would
search for <Field* cand try to get him home.

t Allen’s wife sighed, ,.

y
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(]
& You are not afraid to trust me in an ale-
*iouse 2’ said he@injling. )
¢ Bless your Yieart, yo ; «hat I pever was nor
ever shalf be: bt 1#vas 111191\&'11@ of , what you
said, thatewe all have oufs grlomnces Herg is
1hr< ¢ shillings less wages this week.”

*< Yes, and another & sixpence off Martha’ s Too:
but don't fres, wife; we must do as otlfers do,
and be glad if nothing wots® happens. *See to
poor Martl’s knees before yod go oit ; she is
myre lame than eversio-day.—And mow, Silly,
if you will promise me ® go to youy ovn room,
and stay thergtill I bring yoyr Jiusband back,
nd if you will give me wur word to keep the
peace with Lim whatever ke ¥iay have been doing,
I will go and search him out, and see what I can
do to make him behave better to you.”

Sally promised to keep the peace, but beggged
to stay and take care of the children till their
mother should retygn.  Secmg however that
Martha looked up bescechmg,ly in Ler father’s
face, and,that the littlg ones c]ung to their
mothe’s apron, she cursed hersalf for lmving de-
served tjat they ghduld be afraid of her, and ran
down to bolt herself into her own room and re-
cover hier compogure as she might.

As there was ne fwe, and as Marl]m was very
discrBet for her yéars, tife paleats Promised the
children 1o lock them up, that no scold might
come and tersfy them while they had to take

tcare of themselves, Martha was advised to sit
still, and her bulfinch was tplen d@wn from the
wihdow and placed beside hr to"be fed and
watered ; the other liftle things promised®to be .
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good, and their father and mother went, e
‘one to the*Spread-Eagle aid #le other*to the
market.

It required nd ‘@reat sagiWty to propliesy that
Tield would bé fomnd af'the Spread-Eagle. e
varied histexcursions a little, according to times
and scasons :, but thoseewho knew his ways could
casily gtiess at which of his haunts he nnght be
expected when, missinfg from home.  When he
stole out béfore getting to his loom iy the morn-
ing,or after-leaving it late st night, he generally
stepped oifly to the dramsshop, for a glass of gin
to warm him fqr bis work, or to su&t]e him to bis
sleep,.as his pretence was; but when he had
finished his piece andget his pay, he felt himself
at hiberty to go to the Spread-Eagle and have a
carouse, from which he returned in the datk,
sometimes reeling on his own legs, sometimes car-
ried on othermen’s shoulders. This habit of drink-
ing had grown upon him with fiightful rapidity.
Ile had, a year before, befn described by his
employers as a steady, well-behaved lad. Tle
had fallepein fove with Sally and married her in
a hurry, found her temper disafreeable and his
home uncomfortable, tried in vam to keep her in
order, and then, giving up all hope, took to
drinking, and would not tolevate a word: of re-
monstrgnce $rom Any éne bit his old ffiend
Allen.

There were more customers this.cvening at the
Spread-Eagle than was usual even on Saturdays. -
Allen was walnly feclcomed as he entered, for
it was supposed hé came to keep company with

“his corhpanions from the same factory. Almost
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afl§resent were spinners and power-]oom weavers
under the firm gf@Mortimer and Row'e; and the
occasion of thei® asSemgpling in pipater numbers
than usual, was the liuctioneod'wWages which had
that day taken place. ®Rooms Was® made, for
Allen as s8on as he appedred, a pipe mtd pot of
pertcr called for, and he was welcomed to their
consultation. , But Alien looked round *instead
of taking l)lb seat, and inghited fQr, Field. The
landlord pointed to a corner where Field lay i ina
dryuhen sleép underyay bench. .
* Let him lie,” said ene. ¢ He is tob far gone
to be roused.”
e “What con'cern is it of yours ? » cried ano‘her.
« Come and listen to what ¥lack was saying.”
“ You shirked us in the street,” said a third :

“ now we have caught you, we shall not let you
O‘O

° The landlord being really of opinion that
Field had better lie where he Was for an hour or
two, Allen sat down®to hear what was going on.

Clack turned to him to’know what their mas-
ters-dgserfed for lowering their wades. »

) ).Lt (l(,pmds epon circumstanees,” replied
Allen. ¥ Be they much to blame or little, some-
thing must be done to prevent a further reduction,
or mang of us willsbg ruined.”

¢ Shake hands,’my fiaé felfow !”” ‘ericd«Clack.
* That was just what we had agreed. Tt is time
suchstyranny yas put down, and we gan put it

rdown, and we will,”

** Gently, gently,” said A}l@. ‘*How do you
thimk of putting it down ?”
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“ Why should not we root out the one wly. is
- the most of a tyrant, and them fhe othsrs may .
take warning before it i3 too Iute? We have
nothing to do L tg agre

“No easy wnager somctlmcs friend.”

“ Stuff! we have agreed before upon a less
occation, and when thege was danger in it.  Had
not we our' combinations, whon combination
was against the lav¢ and shall ‘ot we have
them again Mow that the law lets us alone?
Shall we be bold in the day of danger and slxxml\
when that-day is over?’ 7

« Well, well, nolghbour I said nothing about
being afraid, Vﬂut would you lave us agree
to do?”

“To root out Messrs Mortimer and Rowe.
Every man in our union must be sworn not to
center their gates; and jf this does not frighten
tht masters pnd make them more reasonable, I
don’t know what will.”

« And if, instead of béing frightened, the
masters unite to refuse us work till we give up
our stand, agansf Mortimer and Rowe, what are
we to do tlu.g ™

¢ To measure our strength against theirs, to
be sure. You know they can't do without us.’

« Nor we without them ; and‘ where b(\th par-
ties are.80 ngeesgan; to* eaclt diher, it is a pity
they should fall out.”

“Apity! To be sure it is g, pity; bat if
the masters drive us to it, the blame rests with
them.”

« I hope,”™ saides tp)ud -looking man, Hare by
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nawe, who had a Habit of tWirling his hat when
silefit, apd of scadching his head whe% he spoke,
¢ T hope, ncigl’.b()l"r, o gwill think what you
aye about hefore you ;‘zz:mon;t.s'm&nc. I've seen
enough of strikes. I hadsrathey see nty cluldren
on the patish than strike,»

Llack looked disdainfully at him, and said it"was
well that some dove-like folks had not%o manage a
fight against the eagle.  Fox bis part; he thought
any man ought to be proud of the honour of mak-
ing a stand against apy oppression; gnd that®he
ha®rather, for his owif ghare, have the thanks of
the Union Comnnittee than wear Wellington's

*star.  Would ot his friend Alléh say the same ?

No. Allen agreed with Hyre so far as think-
ing that there could be few worse evils than a
strike; but at the same time it was an evil which
might become necessary in certain cases. When
convinced that it was necessary in defgnce of the
rights of the working-mman, he would join in it
heart and hand; bute’never out of spite or re-
venge,—never to root out any master breathing.
—So manyeagreed in thi® opinign,®thas Clack
grew mBre eager thag ever i defending himself
and blaming the masters in question.

“ Dare any one say,” he cried, * that the Dey
of Algiers himsclf #5,a greater tyrant than Mor-
timer would be if ho d8reds® Thugs nbt heslook
as if he would trample us under foot if he could ?
Does not he smi.le with contempt at whgtever is

+§aid by a working-man?  Does not he spurn
every complaint, and laugh at eyery threat? and
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if he takes it into his lofty liead to do a kijnd-
ness, does ot he make it byttey with his pride?”

“ Al true, Clack, ag evoryhody knbws that’
works for MoNimer ; bu?.\;,r—'ﬁ

“ And ws for_Rowg,” incerrupted the talker,
“ hé is worse, if possikle, in his way.”

%1 don’t know,” said Hare, doubtfully.
“ Mr, Rowe came once and talked very kindly
with me.” -

“ Aye,.when he had some purpose to answer.
We are all, except you, Hare, wise enough to know
what Rowe’s pretty speecl.és mean.  You sheald
follow him to the next masters’ meeting, man,
and hear how™he alters his tone, with lis com-
pany. The mean-spitited, shuffling knave!”

“ Well, well, Clack'; granting that Mortimer
is tvrannical and Rowe not to be trusted,—that
does not alter the case about rooting them out.
3o make the attempt™ is to acknowledge at the
outset that the okject of our union is a bad one:
it will fill the minas of tley operatives with foul
passions and provoke.a war between masters and
men whjich will end ia the destruction of both.
Whenever we do stiike, let it be in defnce of
our own rights, and not out of enmity.to indivi-
duals among our employers.”

Clack muttered something about there being
shufflers apong the rign & %,ell as the“masters ;
to which Allen replied that the way to make
shufflers was to use intimidation. The more
wisdom %nd moderation there was in the pro-
ceedings of any body of men, the better chance
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the® was of unanintity and Qetermination. Ile

yrepeated ghat, asdeng-as the Union offswhich he
was a member kept in vwewes the irzyzrests of the
bedy of operatives, hg #ould ba’fSund ready to
do and to sacrifice his shae; byt &% sbon as it
should sef tb work on otlter objects, 1& shéuld
withdraw at all risks.

Before he had done speaking, the *attention of
his companions was called effeby an unexpected
addition to their company. Music had been
heard gradually apprpgching for some minutes,
and now the musician $tgod darkening the ddor

,and almost deafening the people within with the
extraordinary variety of sounds fie produced, An
enormous drum was strapp@l across his body;
a Pan’s pipe employed his mouth, and his hat,
with a pointed crown and a broad brim, was
garnished with bells. A little girl, fantasticall
dressed, performed on the triangle, agd dancex{
and collected halfpence from®the bystanders.
While the musician pfayed a jig, jerking his head
incessantly from side to side, nobody thought of
looking pamicularly at him® but yhen he turned
to the*company wighin doo¥s and set his little
companioh to sing to his playing

¢ Should au}d acquaintance be forgot,”

several, of the debaser® began te fancy thatq they

knew the face and figure of the musician. ¢ It

is—yes, it certainly is Bray!” said one to

@nother ; and many a hand was held oul to him.

¢ T thought you were not likely tamforget old

acqyaintance, even if they cg.ﬁ in a new dress,”
C .
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said Bray, laughing heartily, and procccdirfg to
deposit Ifis decorations wigh*dne or &nother ol
his former «omparfiony, He®put his hat on
Allen’s head, shifiped the $wap of his ‘dram over
Clack’s shoulders, find gave the, triangle to
Hgre.

« Come,” said he, ** let us have a concert.” It
is my wrn to sce spinmers turn strollers.  Come,
Allen; shale, yquif head, man, and let us hear
what comes out of it.”

* How we have wondéred.” exclaimed Adlen,
¢ ‘what had,become of you and yours! Is that
poor little Hanrah that used to he so delicate 7

“The same thyt, your good wife nursed
through the meastes;  She would hardly know
her now.”

Allen shook his head.

» “Ah, I sce what you mean,” said Bray.
¢ You hac rathgr see her covered with white
cotton flakes thau with «yellow ribands; but
remember it is no fault of mine that she is not
still a pieger in yopder factory; and I don’t
know that ;bnced call it my misfortune any more
than my fatlt. Look how &trong and plump she
is! so much for living in the open air, instead of
being mewed up in a place like an oven. Now,
don't take ¢ff the hat onp ptfose to shake your
head. What can a man do ’ and looking
round, he appealed to the company, * what can
a proscrfend man do but get his 7iving, so as not,
to have to ask for work ?”

A Joud clappin and shuffling of feet was ‘he
answer to his question, The noise half roused
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the runken man in the corner, who rolled him-
wself overeto the feerqr of little Hannahy who had
got as far as sh® coulde owt of the way of the
swohers, among whopt her futher had been so
well receiyed. “Allen ros® to wo, having sgme
Lope thut Feld might be fafely sct onThis Legs
again by this time. Il asked Bray whether he
meant to stay jn the neighbourhood, and® where
he would lodge.

“ You must stay,” cried oné, ¢ aud play a
tun? before your old algnstcrs’ gates.” .

“ You must stay,” said another, ¢ andsce how
e manage a sirike now-a-days.)

<A stnke!  Are you going to try your
strength again? - You willomeke me wish I was
one of you still; but I can head the march,
Stay ! Yes, T'll stay and lead you on to victory.
Hurra! Il go recruiting with my drum. 1'§
manage to meet Mortimer, when I have a pro-
cession a mile long at gy heels 1

“ You lay by your ﬂlrum on Sundays, I sap-
pose ?” said Allen. .

“ Yes, yes, We keep withine and ke our
rest on Sundays. ¥mis as great a treat to us to
sit within® doors all day once a week, as it is
to some other folkg to get into the green mea-
dows. 1§ the landbgrd can give us lodging,
you will find us hert in th‘e’mo#ning, Allen®

¢ Let Hannah go home with me, Bray. I
know my wife will be glad to sce hes and to
%ear her story, and this is no place for a child.
If [ can rouse yon sleeper,sl n‘;:ql g8 now, and
send my wife with a cloak owsolething to hide

€2
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the child’s frippery, and then she will spena to-
morrow in a fitter place tham & public-house.”

Bray sat gravely loclfling at his child for a
few moments, and-then started up, saying that
he would undertdke to rouse the sleever.  Blow-
ingthe Pan’s pipe close by lLis car made him
start, and a *ub-a-dub On the drum woke him up
effectually : so that he was able, cross and
miscrable, to crawt homewards with the help of
Allen’s arm, and to be put to bed hy his wife
with the intlistinet dread n-his mind of a terwible
lecture as soon as he should be in a condition to
listen to it.

Cunarrer I,

CHILD'S GOSSIP.

Mucu business was transacted at the Bpread-
Eagle on the Sunday by the Commitiee of the
Union. It was the general opinion that a great
strugule between masters apd® men was on the
eve of takig p}utc, antl nifacures were’ gdopted
for finding out what was the disposition of the
opemtiveL spinners respecting a general strike, if
an equalization of wages was not to be obtained,
by other msens. It had been agreed on the Satur-
day night that twdnty-five members of the Union
ghoull” employ the” Sunday in obtaining the

)
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nam& of as many ag yerce mnmg to turn out, or
w subscribe forg#hq -assistance of those who
should turn out, Qn cases ofeoppositien from the
masters.  These twent, “five men ‘'were to bring
in their reports on Slllltlayﬁ)lgﬁl)l. after \vlmhz if
the affair shduld look promfsing, a petitfon was
to be addressed to the masters, for a public mcbt-
ing, at which gn cqualization of w; .xg]@s was to be
agreed on.

Clack was somewhat at a loss how to appor=
tlon his own buuncss,.;md that of other peopit,
on this occasion, Having a very high *opinidn
of lus own powers of pursuasion, and bcmw con-
fikent of his kn8wledge of ldW e wanted to, be
evernywhere at once, and tog&ulc all the wmove-
ments of the people he employed.  As this was
impossible, however, he thought it best to
remain in some known place of appeal where
parties might come to him for divegtion an
mformation.  He therefore sap®at the Spread-
Eagle all day big ®ith importance, and dis-

satisfied only because his underlings could not
be about théir business abrdad, arul Msteming to
Lim at the same tinea

The Alfens knew nothing of what was going
forward., Mrs. Allen was so full of interest and
curiosity about lmrmﬂammh Bray, that she had
no thowghts to _bestow on' pubie daﬂ'd&'s, ae the
transactions of the Union were commonly called.
Her husband hgd gone early into the,country
with Bray this day dressed like other peopl(,. to
visit some relations of the Igtger; wito did not
know what had become of hig a#fter he had been

o3
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refused employment in Manchester, and okiiged
to betake himself to some yew'mode of obtain-
ing a livellhepd, ¢+ 'y ¢

Little 11annah slept tifithe sun was high on
the, Sunday morning, and might kave slept
longer it Mrs. Allen had not feared she would
not get breakfast éver in time for chufch.
Hanndh jumped up with the axcuse that the
place was &0, quicy, there was nothing to wake
her. '

“ Indeed ! said Mrs. shllen, * We think, the
children’and the neighbours make a great deal
of moise; but [ suppose you sleep in public-
houses for the most part.” '

Hannah observed that people call so foud for
what they want in public-houses, and they care
sv little for hours, that there is no knowing when
you may sleep quietly.

“ Have'you po other frock than that, my
dear?”” asked Mre. Allen.. ¢ I suppose you go to
church on Sundays, and you cannot possibly go
in all those gay ribands.” ,

« O he,” sald Hannah. ¢ 1 have a dack frock
for Sundays, and a straw bliinet; but, they are
in father's pack, and I suppose that is at the
Spread-Eagle.” .

“ And lie is gone iptoetle country for the
day. © Weli, yca must change with Martha when
church time comes, Poor Martha hias but one
tidy frocd.; but she is too lame te go out to-day,
even as fay_as the apothecary’s; and I am sur¢’
she will lend you /iur frock and tippet to go. to
church in.” .
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MS8rtha was williny to lend’but had rather put
on her fagtory d;cusélt-han Hannal’s fed frock
with vellow trinfnings. ¢ ldannah dinted that
she shoulds Like to- stey withinewith Martha all
day ; and the indulgent mether, geeing Martha’s
pleasure ail *the prospect 6f a companlon dnd
turse of her own age, left the little girls®to
amuse themselyes, while she took tle yeunger
children to church with her fseusual. .

*¢ Father says he heard you stglast night,”
said M artha when they gvere left alone. ¢ Wil
you sing to me?” * N
. L am so tired of singing ! ” pleadéd Hannah.
“ F don’t know® many songs, and I sing them
so very often! Won't thatPbird do as well?
Let me get down the cage, may 177

* Yes, do, and we will give him some water,
poor fellow! He is my bird and I feed him every
day. Somebody that could not aflord to keep
him sold him to father, and fath®r gave Lim to

ot
nie.  Had youever a fird 7

“ No, but I had a monkey once. When we
went away, father got a mohkey, @nd I wsed to
lead lum about withea string; but } was glad
when we fad done with him, he was so mis-
chicvous, Look here how he tore my arm one
day, whey somebodyagiad put him in a passion
with giving him emfty nutsRell®”,

“ What a terrible place ! ” said Martha., ¢ Was
it long in getting well 77
* « Noj; father got an apothecary to tie it up,
and jt soon got well.”

“My father is going to slhdw my knees to

.
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Mr. Dawson, the apothcq,'.\ry Do look jhow
they aresswelled ; and they wyhe 80, ayou can’t
think.” .

“ 0, but 1 canethink, for mine uscd to ache
terribly ‘whtm 5 walkted and btood before the
whiels &1l day.” ’

¢ But yours were wever so bad as mine, or I
am sure you could not dance about as you do.”

“ Not go bady 'to be sure, and my arms
were never so shrunk away as yours. Look, my
atm is twice as big as youys.” N

=« T wonder what's the reason,” sighed Martlia,
« Mother says 1 get thinner and thinner.?

“ You should have meat for Ginner every day
as | have,” said llp‘nimh, *and then you would
grow fat hke me.  Father gets such good
dinners for us to what we used to have. Hesays
Jus that, and being in the air so much that pre-
vents my being sickly, as I used to be. I don't
think 1 could dd the work that I used to do with
all that noise, and the smcll of oil and the heat.”

“ And I am sure I could not bmu and dance
as youudo”

* No, how should you Junce whm you are
50 lame 7”7

* Aud I don’t think T can sing at all.”

“ (‘ome, try, and I willgsing with you. Try
¢ Gol save the king.”

< leis bundav, said Martha gravely.

“ Well, I thought people might sing ¢ God
save the lfmg on Sundays. I have heard fatheg'
play it on™he dryr, just before the Old Hundred.
You know the Gld Iundred,”
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M#rtha had heard yhis hymn-tune gt church,
fud she ficd to':sfnb'it; but Hannah burst out
a laughing,

“ Lord! Martha, your voiee®is like a little
tuittering bigd’s.  Can't You optn Yody mopth
and sing this way 77

“No, 1 can’t,” said Martha, qgite out of
breath; ¢ and besides, Hannah, you shotid not
say ¢ Lord!” Father and m(.)t.heg never let us say
those sort of words.” ’

“®Nor my father citBer. He is more angry

. U o . . “
with me for that, than fof anything ; buf it ships
dut somchow, al you would not wonder if you
knew how often I hear peopde, say that, and many
worse things.” i

“ Worse things?” said Martha, looking
curious.

“Yes; much worse things; but I am nog
going to tell you what they are, becamse father
made me promisc not go tell you about any of
the bad people that I have heard swear and seen
tipsy. Wasyour father ever tipsy 7”7

“ Nos that I kpow of;.but *our nelghbour
Ficld is ofeen tipsy. * I am afraid cverly day that
he will topple down stairs.”

“ My father wae tipsy once,” said Hannah,
*and fje"beat me sgT¥ou sap’t ghink.”.

¢ foen ?  Lately ?”

“ No, just after we began to stroll. Though
dt is so long ag?d, I remember it very wall, for 1
was never so frightened in my life, T did not
knoy where to go to get away*¥om him ; and the
people pushed him about and laughed at me the
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. N . .
more themore T cried.  Irasked him afterwvards
not to gét tipsy any more, knl*he said he nevet
would, and%e mevet Ids. It'was only because
we had got mbrt money thit day than we cver
gob in H du'y bd{ore :"‘but it soon went away, for
when father woke the next morning, his pocket
was quite empty.”’

¢ And did you soon get somemore money

“ € yes;, wp gef some every day except Sun-
days. T carry the hat round every time we stop
tg play, and | always get some halfpences and
sometimes,a silver sixpence.”

* Ah! then,.you get a great deal more than I
doyHannah. T brosght home only three shil-
lings this week.” ¢

< [ take much more than that, to be sure ; but
then it is my father’s earning more than mine,
His great drum sound§ farther and brings more
people to <isten than my triangle.”

‘Is your triangle hexc? I wish you would
teach me to play,” said Martha, ¢ Now do. If
you will, | will ask ,mother to show us the pic-
tures th graddfather’s bible when sh¢ comes
home.” * ‘

Hannah had been very fond of these pictures
when she was recovering from the measles; and
this bribe aind her goadnat®ig togetherovercame '
her isgut a¢ the instrument she had‘to play
every day and almost all day long. She indulged
herself #/ith a prodigious yawn, ‘and then began
her lessoy, When Mrs. Allen came back, she
found thell)ulﬁn(,ﬂ? piping at his loudest pitch to
the accompanimeft of the triangle, Hannah

VR
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sereaping her instru’c}ions to’her new pupil, and
poor palefgeed litgo Martha flushed withe flattery
and with the grand idea of carning a great many
silver sixpomcs every day if Lerdather would let
her make muuc in the stre®ts instgad®of going to
the factory. * *

Cuamgr IIL
NO'U}\TION OF MASTERS.

Tue achicvements of the twéhty-five who can-
vassed for support during Sunday were such as to
put Clack into Ligh spiriws. The list of names with
signatures or marks armexed, amounted to several
thousands; and if the orator had beeh allowed
to have his own way, le would*have proclaimed
war against the masters at once, and the turn-out
would have kegun on the Menday mommg but
there weme a iew soherer folks thah lnmsclt en=

gaged in the consultation ; and these smiled at
lns brag of the many thousand pounds that
would pour in fromeLeeds, Coventry, Liverpool,
(xlasuow‘, *and otlxer.ﬁaces,. ang insisted ypon
offering the masters the option of a peacecable
agreement before any measures of opl)ouuon
Jyere taken.

Clack retorted that these men were.afraid of
thein wives, and declared tRat®they might wait
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long for a strike if 1t was necew\rv to refraja till
the women voted for it, siyce ghere wys never g
woman yet who dil mt hatee turn-out as she
would the plamv .

This Sbservagion called forth some joke at his
(*\pcnsé for Clack was known to be engaged to
be' married, and it was thought be spol\e from
awkwerd ekperience. In the eagerness of de-
fence he went a step too far, Hé asked if it was
likely, knowmg the disposition of the women on
this subject, that he shoyld consult any woman
breathing as to the parf\%lc should take, or ‘pro-
voke opposmon from any female tgngue, or care
for it it he sholld happen to mesat with it. These
words were, as he m'lg,ht have expected, carried
to the cars which should never have lwnrd them,
and prevented his next meeting with his betrothed
from being the pleasantest in ‘e world.  While
a storm was brewing at a distance in consequence
of his indiscreet boast Clack made himsclt very
merry with those wl\o wire less bold than him-
self,

« Whert ig Hare to-d'ty Henpecked, I
warrant. .Did not he promjse fanhfully to be one
of the twenty-five?”

“ Yes, and he is no where to be found ” said a
neighbour. «

“.But r wondu, Cl"ack, you troubled yourself
to take a promlse from such a shilly-shally
fellow gs Hare. His being matried has nothing
to do with it: he was never in the same ming,
for an howr together from his youth up.’

 How did he get “married then ?”
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« (% there was andther and a steadier mind
cencerned i that gattfr, vou know: noty that [
mean any harm against hi® wige: she is as mild
as she is semsible. T only meayg éhat her jude-
ment strengthens his when they, hawe sto act
together.”

“eFhen I suppose she doas not like the idea &
a strike any better than the . other wemen, and
persuades him not to come 77 . .

¢« More likely she knows nothing®oft. Ifthere
is ongthing rather than ayother that Harg is afraid
of, it'is combination. “Ihat imprisonmens of his
father under the old combination laws made him
a’coward for lifep and there is nd ude in telling
him that the law leaves us ®®*manage our own
business now as long as we Keep the peace.”

““ He does, indeed, make a pitiful fioure
between his dread of belonging to the Union
and his horror of being left out. But why do

“we waste our breath upon him? sWho has scen
Allen to-day, and why &loes he fot come? We
shall count his modesty for backwardness if Le
dves not takescare.” i

 Don% be in a hurgy to blame a bglter man
than yoursdf,” said a neighbour. ** Allen has
heen in the country all day.”

There was no offegee in such a comparison ;
for Allen, was generu&b]oukc‘l up to asthe frst
man in that branch of the Union, tflougﬁx he was
$0 little awaré of his own merits that he did not
come forward so much as he should havé® done,
except on urgent occasions; and then Le never
failed o do all that was expected of him,

1]
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‘Whep the petition tothe masters to Sold a
public ‘mecting was )l‘b})ﬂh“d, and when Clak
1ad appohited hin?’hclf}and two others to cany it
round the next 'day, the Committce terminated
their presént witting!

« The first 600 to which the deputies addressed
their petifion was tifat of Mortimer and Rotwe.

““Aretthe partners at home %’ they inquired.

“ T dont lgndv'whcther Mr. Mortimer is here
Jyet, bit there is Mr. Rowe. Sir! Mr. Rowe!”
called the clerk, as hgwaw the junior prtner
‘making his escape, “ these men wish to speak
with you, sir,.if you please.” !

. Mr. Rowe, peregiving that he had been seen,
came forward tode spoken with.

“ A public meeting,—equalization of wages,
—aye, very fair: hum! very well, my good
fellows. Well: what da you want me to do "

“ Toyrive your voice in favour of this public
meeting.” ) \

“ Why, you know you have a good friend in
me. You surcly cannot anticipate any difficulty
with'tme. Itam a friend of peace, you know.
No man‘more so.””  ** .

“ Aye, sir: but there is more than one sort
of peace. The masters have called it peace when
they haq all their own wes, and thein men were
cotved By the law’and dared not opetly resist.,
The men call it peace when the two parties have
confidence in each other, an& make a cordial
agreement, and keep to it. This is what we wamt
at the present thne.” .

_So said Gibsen, whose turn it was'to be
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spokestnan s but Clacl'ilcould not Lelp putting in
& word, @ o .

“ And if either phrty refises peace, you hnow,
sir, the next thing is war.”

“ 0, no war!” said Mr. Rowe.o ‘6 Aecordial
agrecment, as you say, is tife right thing®  S®,
for this purpose you wish fer a public mecetin®,
Well; I shall bg happy to attend a puljlic wicct-
ing, if—" . .
“We are happy to find you so tagheeable, sir.
Willeyou just sign foresgll and partney, if you
please.” .

o ¢ Sien ! I see no signatures,”

“ Because yo happen to_be the first person
we lave applied to, sir; thz;t'.is all.  We hope
for signatures plenty before the day is over.
Will you please to sign, as you approve of the
meeting 7 .

Mr. Rowe suddenly recollected that he must®
consult his partner wha sat in g 8ack room. The
men had not to wait 1dng.  The junior partner,
indeed, did pot appear again, but Mr. Mortimer
issued fprth, looking not % whiy le8s haughty
than usual, He begped the deputies would make
the best of their way off his premises, as he had
nothing to say to {hem

‘What were his scrignents respecting the meet-
ing, if they might faquire?® ¢ -

His sentimgents were, that the masters had been
far too toleran# already of the complaints of the
men; and that it was time the lower orders were
faught their proper place. oHg had néfller lei-

p2
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sure nor, inclination to argue with any of*them,
either there or dso\xllexe, 5 the sboner they
took themyelves offthe better”

“ You may ive to change vour sentiments,
sir,” observed waibson. .

“ Beware of threats!” said Mr. Mortimer.
“There is law yet fot" the punishment of threats,
remember.”’

{4 have nuthér'for"ottcn the law, Mr. Mor-
timer, nor used threats, 1 said, and I say again,
vou may Jdive to chango wour sentiments; and,
for your own bl\l&(‘ it is 1o be hoped vou will.
Good morning. sir.

“ He is too busy even to wish us good morn-
ing,’ observed Clel. ¢ How coolly he looked
over the letter he took from his clerk, as it we
were not worth dtt(.ndmg to for a moment!”

*“ Haughty as he is,” said Glbson, “ 1 would
sooner bear with his pnde. than Rowe’s behaviour
or Elliot’s.”

“ They are young men, Gibson, and Mortimer
is old, zmd we would sooner bedr with an old
man’s rhistakes than a young man’s, be they what
they may! Where next? 'fo Llhott§ (A

“ Yes, we are surc of being ill-treated there;
s0 the sooner it is over the better.”

As they approached, M *Elliott’s house, they
percuvcd ihat geiitleman mounted on his favour-
ite hunter, .md in the act of leaviig his own
door.  He was too much occupi®d with his own
affairs to see them coming, for the most impor-
tant part of his worming’s business was setting
off for his ride; and he had eyes for little else
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while Re was admiring the pdlish of his boots,
adjusting leis collgre sittling the skirtof his
coat, aud patting %is horlc ~.necl\. Clack was
not the man*for ceromony ; Lie gase straight up
before the horse, and laid h#s hand (m-tho haud-
some new reify, saying, * By your leave, "sir—2”

“oflands off)” cried Elliatt, giving him a cfi
across the knuclgles with his riding.whiy. ¢, How
dare you stop me? Ilow dawes you handle my
rein with your greasy fingers 7

c“ glow would you gq such a rem, [ wonder,
sir, if we did not grea8a our fingers in your
sgrvice ?” said Clack, indignantly.

“ I'm ina hursy,” said Elliott; ® you can ﬂpeak
to the people within, il you Wt any thing.”

“ We will not detain )ou, sir,” said ’l.x} lor,
who was now spokesman, but nobody  but
yourself can answer our question.”  And Le told
the story in a few words, and put the petition®
into the gentleman’s hands.

Elliott glanced his e over it as well as the
restlessness of his horse would permit, and then
struck 1t colﬁemptuously with his ridingg-whip into
the mud swore thatsghiat was the proper place for
such a plc&c of insolence, rode up against the
men, and pranced down the strect without be-
stowing gnother lobkor w ord upon them.

“ Prde comes lrfore a dally let the geptle-
man take cage of Limself,” said CGibson, quietly
picking up the getition and wiping off the mud
with his handkerchief.

Clack talked about using,hig greasy Higers to
crain the soiled petition down the gentleman’s

03
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throat, and scemed disppsed to harangue the
laughimg bystanders; but 'his more prtudent con-
panions took him By the arm’and led him away,
Mr. Llliots clerk, who had seen thé whole pro~
ceeding from an upper window, and was ashamed
of his master’s conduct, came after them, out of
breath, to ask them in while he copied the peti-
tion, which was not, as he observed, fit to show
10 ary other gerdltman. Gibson thanked him
for his civility, but observed that the soiled paper
would tell part of their story better thanwthey
could tell it themselves. The clerk, theretore,
slowly returnped, saying to himself that it is a pit
when young men, coming to a large fortune ob-
tained in trade, forget by whose means their
wealth was acquired, and by what tenure it is held.
After visiting several manufacturers, some of
X whowm were morc and othérgless favourable to their
claims thgn they expected, the deputies requested
an interview with Mr. Wentworth. Mr. Went-
worth had been rich as a young man, had failed
through unavoidable misfortunes, and had worked
his way up-aguin to'a competence, 'aftel; having
paid cvery shilling he owed* He wgs now an
elderly ‘man, homely in his person, somewhat
slovenly in his dress, not much given to talk,
and, when he did speak, grusing somes surprise -
and avearidess Jo'strdngers by the drawling twang
of his speech.  Thosc who knew hirt well, how-
ever, hyd rather hear his voice than any music;
and sugh of his men as belonged to the Union
agreed inat ten words from him were worth a
speech of an hour long from Clack. There'was,
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to be wure, no need for so many words from him
@ frony osher pegfte, for he practised’a great
variety of inartic@late sofinds, thg meaning of
which was well understood by these accustomexd
to converse with him, and s@rved all tite purposes
of a reply.

Mr. Wentworth was sitng at his desk whé
the deputies werg introduced.. As they®uncovered
their heads and made their beve, some, mugnur-
ings und clutterings reached thetn *which they
understood as a welegige.  He lovked steadily
at them from under his’ shaggy eycbrows wilile
tliey explamed their business, and thei took the
peution to look 8ver.

* You can hardly have an§ paper-makers’in
vour Union,” suid he, chuckling as he unfolded
the sheet; “or are you saving your pence
against a strike, that you can’t atford paper as
fair as your writing ?” )

¢ Aye, aye; wait a while and you will see lim
grow wiser,” was his dbservation on hearing the
story of Elliott’s insolence. * We were all boys
before we Were men.—Hutn —egudlizasion.—
Who will avouch thatethis equalization is all that
you want ?*

“ 1, sir,” said the ever-ready Clack—* I drew

+it up, and so 1 oughit go know.”

Gibsan observed, that thowgh o furtder olject
was expresvl* contemplated by the Union, he
would not answer for their not increasing their
demands as they procecded. If there wag any
attempt to equalize the wages Ry reducin‘ﬁ‘B all to
the lowest now given, the Unjon would demand
an advance,
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“ Who gives the lowest ?” inquired Mr. %¥ent-
worth. !

* Except some wpstarts wkom we can catily
manage, Morume and Rowe give the lowest,
and you, sir, ¢he next lowest, and Elliott the
Lighest.”

* < Who was lamenting lately that the corabi-
nation lays were repealed, so that the masters
cannpt be prosccated for oppression? Who pro-
posed to burn them in elligy, tied to one
another’s nechs ¥ .

+ The <leputivs lookedeat one another, and ien
answcrcd that all this was only private talk of
one of their mumws, it was wever meant for
carjpest.

“ Well, T only el you know that you way
look about your Committec-room and find where
the little bird builds that carries the matter; and

if you can’t find her, take care that she has no-
thing to carry that you would be ashamed to own.
Did you learn frow her that the masters combine
against you ?”

“ Wee lewrng it from our own eyés, and ears,
and senses,” said Clack. ¢t Ilave not masters
oppressed their men from the beginnmng of the
world ?”

* Indeed T don’t know,” sald Mr. Wentworth.
“If Adanghad agardener under him in Baradise,
they might have tried to turn one _asother out,
but I never heard of it.”

L ‘\{uﬂ and nonsense, sir, begging your par-
don. "Don’t we knoy that masters al“ avs have
lorded it over the poor? They were born with &
silver spoon in their mouths, and
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« I8 wonder where mine #,” observed Mr.
Wentwytlb 1 yei¥ lovk in my mothets plate
chest for it.” ° !

The orator went en,—

“ They open]\ trcat us like slages s ong as
they can, and® when we wilt bear it no fonget,
th(*y-])lot in sceret against we. They steal to on®
another’s houseg when they think we @& asleep;
thiey bolt their doors and fidl etheir glasses 1o
their own prosperity, and every buhpdr that goes
dowyy their throats lb.}‘.ud for with the poor
man’s crust.” . . .

“ They must Lave made the little bird tipsy,
Clack, before sl carried you such a strange
story as that.”

«’Don’t tell me, sir, that 1t {% not true! Don’t
tell me !’

“1 am not telling you anything; for the
plain reason, that I have nothing to tell, [ only
want to ask you one or_two thm.g as you scem
to know so much morethan we do. Pray what
have the masters combined for just now ?”

“ To lowef’ our wages, to be surg” *®

 And® vet Mortiner pays one rate, and I
another, anll Elliott another, Why don’t I ask
as much labour for Iny money as Mortimer 2"

“ You glare not,’ cr;g:d Llack

“ You know it’s ot fair,” eaid Tayle3.

“ You ars_not the man to grind the poor,”
said Gibson.

“ You have not hit it, any of vou. Yo all
seem to think it is a matter gf pure choife with
us, what wages we give.”
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¢ To be sure,”'said Clatk, ¢ and that §s the
reason we want parliament (¢ scttle yhvbmattc,-'
at once and for evgr.’e

« Parliamento h,ls no more gchoice in the matter
than wo masteys,” dnsy observed Mr. Wentworth,
“If ever Parliament passes a Bill to regulate
witges, we must havea rider put to it to t.l(;,l,xce
how wuclrain must fall before harvest.”

Clack muttered romething about not standing
any lmwer te be trifled with; but his com-
pamous tlxuuﬂht it possible that Mr. Weuntworth
might have wxnet]nn,g‘to say that was worth
hcmmn', dnd persuaded the orator to be quwt
Gibson inquired,—

“ Where then 'does the choice rest, sir, if
neither with the govermment nor the masters 7

“ Such power as there is rests with those who
take, not with those who give wages. Not such

" power as tips our friend’s tongue there,” nodding
at Clack, “not such power as you gain by the
most successful ‘strike, ndt such power as com-
bination gives you, be it peaceable or threaten-
ing; dut'a ymuch>more lastng power which
cannot be taken from yop. The power of the
masters is considerable, for they hold the ad-
mmistration of capital ; but it is not on this that
the rate of wages dcyond ¢ It depends on the,
adwinisgation "of labour ; “and this mucl greater
power is i vour hands.”

The deputies thought that they ho pay wages
mu.'j‘ﬁw‘ws have power over those who receive,

Trat 15 as myuch as saying that wages are a
gift. 1 tlxouwlxt )ou had supposed them.,yout

right,”
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JAIl Were eager to urge the rights of igdustry.

“Aye, all very fue s no, richt can be *clearey
when we sge what wages afe.  €ome, Clack,
tell us, (for who Khows if, yott Qon’t ) tell us
what wages JAdam gave bLjs under ‘gardeneys.
You can't say? Why, I thought you knew gl
that” the masters did at the beginnjpg of the
world.  Well, when Adam was some® huhdred
vears old, (youmay trust me, fot Larg descended
from lim in a straight line,) he said to Eve,
¢ Sta% vou here and spig with the women, while
I go vonder and set my nmen to delve ;, and don’t
expect us back jn a hurry, for tillage is tough
work here to what it was in Jiden, and we must
gather our crops before wesaan bring them to
market. Come, my good fellows, work bard
and you shall have your shares.” ¢ And pray, sir,’
said the men, * what are we to live upon while,
our fruit and vegetables are growing % ¢« Why,’
says Adam, *instead of my shaning the fruit with
you when it is grown, suppose you take your
portion in aglvance. It may be a congenience to
vou, and it is all the same thing 8 me.” *So the
men looked at the’ %round, and calculated Low
much digging and other woik there would be,
and then named éheir demand; not in silver
money With king Gesrge’s iead upon it, but food
and clothing, and tools.

“ Then g harvest time,” observed Gibson,
“ the whole produce belonged to Adam 7

“ Of course. The commodity was ma®% up;
like, all commodities, of scapital and labour:
Adam’s capital and the men’s Jabour.”
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« And of a deal besides,” c1ied Clacks « 1
it was grain, there was thessoot, and the stalt;,
and the ear; andeifMit was '[ruit, there was the
rind, and the pudp, and the juice.” -«

‘ Begminge yourvpardon, friend, there was
nothing but capital and labour.  Without labour,
and the soil and the tools which made the capital,
there.wonid have been neither grain nor fruit;
and if grain and fruit grew wild, they could he
no commadity without labour, any more than
the diamond m the mine, and the pear] ir the
sea, are a commodity hefore the one is dug, and
the other fished up. Well, Adam and bLis men
expected 10 geb as much by their crop as would
pay for their subsistence and their toil; and this
much the men asked, and Adam was willing to
give, and a fair surplus remained over for him-
self. So they made their bargain, and he bought
their share of the commodity, and had to himself
all the flax and other things that his produce ex-
changed for in the market. And so that season
passed off, and all were contented.”

¢ And what happencd next seasoti, sir ?”

« Neuxt season, twice therumber of mten came
to ask work in the same plot of ground. Adam
told them that he had very little more wages to
pay away than he had the veur before, so that if
they all wanted to work under him they,must be
content with little more than half whp< each had
formerly carncd. They agreed, whd submitted
to ke rather pinched: but they hoped it would be
only Tor a time, as it was a very fine harvest
indeed, so much la'bour having been spent npon
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i, aml there being a fine profit into, Adam’s
pocket.” *

«.Did they weaf pockets then, sir ?”

“ No doubt; forrthe woment &ere improving
their tailoring, as much as the meA titir Jarden-
ing, and expeeting, like thein, to increase thejr
gain® in consequence ; and® so they would have
done, but that {gur times the number obelabeurers
appeared next year, so that, xfovwiths.tam!ing the
increase of capital, each had not s0 muclt as one-
thirde the original waggs; and the men grew
very cross, and their wives very wpelahcholyt
But how could Adam helpit?” |,

“ Why did ndt the wmeng garry their labour
elsewhere 77 asked Clack capgemptuously.

“ Why do you go on spinning for Mortimer
and Rowe, when Elliott pays Ingher wages 7"

** Because nobody iy taking on new hands, I
can’t get work.”

« Well, nobody wag taking, dn new hands
in Adaw’s neighbourhood; all the capital was
already employed.” .

“ But I don’t mean to go on sof” said Clack.
“ I shall'strike with*all the rest of Mortimer’s
men, if we don’t get better paid.”

© Aye, it is as J.thought, Clack. Adam’s
*head labourer was youg grandfather, for he said
just the rame thing You are gayifig, andl whist is

more, he divif. They all turned out, every man
of them, and le®the field take care of itself.”

*¢ And what happened ?” .

¢, Only half a harvest camesup; so that, of
courge, wages were lower than gver next year. The

7 E
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worst folly of all was that thcy went on to ‘plame
Adan, l?h(m"h he slw\,\. ed then. that fove harvest
would not even pdy its own expenses: much
less leave anythihg to (lmd'e between him and
them. ¢ You thik to mo says he, tasif I could
get capital down 1r0m the clouds as fast as 1
please : whereas you tnight have seen from' the
beginhing, that [ hravc a certain quantity and no
more, I, ypu' choose to bring a thousand
labourers to live upon the capital which was
once divided among a l,,.J wdred, it is your ‘ault
and not mine that you ‘are badly off””

“ If the thovsand men agreed to live for so
little, it was their quwn aﬂhir, to be sure.”

* And if they id not agree, their bidding
against each other could not shift the blame
upon Adam. If there was such competition
»among the men as to enable him to obtain more
labour for the same wages, he was not to blame,
was he, for employing three men for what he
had at first paid to one ?”

* Nor were the men to blame, sir, for bargain-
ing for'such Wages,as were to be had.”

¢ Certainly, Where thén' was the ayil 77

¢ Clearly in there being too many hands
for the work to be done,” replied Gibson, ¢ But
who coulg help that, sir 7"

“«“ Nobedy enuld reheve the immediate 1 firessure,
Gibson, unless some had the mcpwd of taking
themsalves off, or of applying '{fmr labour to
“some~mployment which was less overstocked ;
but all had it in thei power to prevent the evil
retyrning, By fovesight aud care, labour 'may
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be probortioned to capital as accurately, as my
nfichinery ® the pdWer of Juy steam-engine.”

“ What has all this to do wth our petition ?”
asked the ordtor, who was impaticht of remain-
ing so long in the background.

“ A great deal,” replied Gibson. ** Mr. Wenig
worth means to point out hbw much gests with
the masters, and how much with the men, and to
warn us against a strike.  But} sir, abput cquali-
zatton of wages: you think that fair encugh, I
suppase. In the very sgme market, and under
the very sumne circumstancts, labour ought to be’
paid at the same rate, surely ?” |

“ One circumstance, you kpgw, is the extent
of the master’s capital, which.ig seldom the same
in any two cases, and on which his power of
waiting for his returns depends. But I agree
with you that a man capnot safely lower his rate
of wages much and permanently below, that of
his competitors, and ghat an «cfualization of
wages is desirable for all parties; so I will sign
my agreement to your wish for a public.mcc;tiug.
Coming, Charles, coming.”

Ulbson‘hz‘d observet®Mr. Wentworth’s old gray
pony in the yard for some time, and he now saw
that Charles looked tjred of leading it backwards
and forwasds while tha animal turned jts hcad
one way and another, as if lodkin for its usuadly
punctual masie, While helping the gentleman
on with the h&ﬁy great-coat, which he swore
winter and summer, the deputy apologize{0f"
baving xept the rider and hisesteed so long
asunder,

E2
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“ Never mind,” dmwlcd Mr. Weniwworth.
¢ Dobbin and I havg two rouads, atong, and a
short; and I d.ne say e has made up lus mind
already \\hlclx ft will be to-day. ~ If 1 have
helped you to’a short cut to your, business, you
vill not think your time wasted any more than
1.” Then as he bittoned the last button, and
pulled his hat over his brows, ‘ That's well : all
tight. ey ho; Dobbin! Good day to ye all.”

The shaggy pony pricked up his ears,
quickened his pace, and well nigh nodded o his
master at the sound of his voice.  When Mr.
Wentworth serambled up into the saddle and lpft
the yard at a funeral pace, the deputies looked
with much more vespect on him and his equipage,
than on the brilliant spectacle they had met at
Elliott’s door. .

Cuarter 1V,

UNION OF MEN.

As soop. as it was asccrt“med that, though many
of the ?ndsturs declined commlttmg themselves
by signing their names, most or all of them

uld attend the deslred meeting, Clack took
upu himself to issue a placard, whose large red
and black lettefs ‘attracted the eves of all who
could read. It made known the intention of the
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asters to meet at (e Yprk Hotel, on the Wed-
nesday aftefnoon, Md of the .Uommltwo of the
men to hold, a previous meeting jat the Spread
Eagle, in the morning, in ordgr to pyepgre gesolu-
tions to be Jaid before the mgsters.” The Toms
miueg was to be escorted Jo and fro by a cire
cuitous route by a procession ; and thesplace ap-
pointed where these were to niget who wished to
make a part of the show, was St. Leorge Fields.
The placard began and ended by an appeal to the
peopl® to guard their riy¥ts against opprgssion, |
Many were surprised at the anaiety of she lead-
ing men amomggthe spinners te disown this
placard. It seemed to the cvewd very spirited
and cloquent, and they begane #o look out their
decorations for the procession.

Bray was one of the first on the spot, piping,
drumming, and shakingehis bells at the appear-
ance of every new group.  Otler nrusicians
Jomed the train, flags ware displayed, the women
gathered to look on, the children cheered and
brought grecy boughs, and all bad _the appear-
ance of rgjoicing, though it would have been
dufficult for any one td say what there was to
rejoice about. Many had no clear idea of what
was doing or goingsto be done: some had no
flea at alt, and thosg who knew best thought it
a pity thatsuch a display should have betn malle
as might bear the appearance of being intended
to intimidate the masters. The Committee!yye_x_-g .
50 generally of this opinion, that they did "not
attend, but went quietly, on& 8y one, to the
Sprea(f Eagle ; so that, in face, the processiqn

E 3
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was formed to escort (lagk, and nobody else.
This Wwas all the ore glgrious for him, he
thought ; and he walked proudly just behind the
chief musjcian, ‘Bray, now shaking hands from
side tb side, now bpwing with his hand on his
keart, now bidding all halt and giving the signal
for groans or cheers. There were three groans
at Mortimer and, Rowe’s, and three cheers at
Elliott'sy whieh ‘were received with infinite dis-
dain by that gentleman as he sat at his breakfast
.table, balancing his ekd-spoon and glandmg at
the newspaper.  The procession next overtook
Mr. Wenwworth in Chancery, Lane, pacing 4o
business on hisegray pony. All eyes were
turned to Clack for a signal whether to groan or
cheer. There was, in the meanwhile, a faint
beginning of each, at which the pony looked
more astonished than his master, who only
chuckled and, murmured in his usual manuner as
he looked upcga the aosemblage with a quiet
smile.

“What do you.expect to get. by this fine
show ?” said he to a youth near him.

¢ Cheap bread! Hurrah!” cried the lad wav-
ing his bludgeon, and wishing there was a loaf
on the top of it.

¢ And you,, and ‘yof and you?™ said Mr.
Wentwdrth fo one and another as the #passed.

“ No potato peelings! Reform and good
» ! Liberty and cheap bread !"’ cried they,
according to their various notions. The chil-
dren’s only idea®was (and it was the wises{} that
itevas a holiday, ‘with a procession and a band of
music,
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» When Clack had got a little a-head of the
slow-moving ponysand its rider, Le declded to
halt and hold a short parley. ~Adyancing with a
bow, he said, ¢ . »

“ You call yourself the poor man’s fri®nd, .l
beligve, sir?”

« No man’s enemy, I hope,” replied Mr. Went-
worth. ’ '

* Then allow us the hovour of giVing vou
threg cheers on your pledge to support our in-
terests this evening. H%ys off ! ” .

* Better wait awhile,” said Mr. Wentworth.
“ Cheers will kaep, and I dislike unnecessary
pledges.”

Clack looked suspicious, 21 nods and winks
went round.

“ We might differ, you know, as to what your
interests are, and then I might seem to breake
my word when I did not mean it,”

« Let him go free,¥ said a Bystander. * He
knows the consequences if he opposes us.”

* That is rather a strange wayeof Jetting
me go fee,” obserygd the gentleman, smiling.
¢ [lowevet, friend, Slrcats are empty air to a
man who knows his own mind; and my mind is
made up to consider the interests of all, come
groans, come checss.

“ It 1500t everybody, sir, wito wduld speak
80 independently,—to our faces t00.”

* True, friend. All the masters and®all the
men have not my years, and have not learned to
look steadily’in honest faceS; %and that is why I
am sorry to see this parade, Which looks too much,
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like intimidation. Come now:he persuaded. Twi'l
give you house-rogm dor youy flags, and my old
friend Bray there shall not lose his job ; he shall
make it a ,lm]';dugr toethe children in my factory.”

oIt %as too much 2o ask of Clach, 1le could
ot give up his procegsion, and so made haste to
march one As Mr. Wentworth turned in at lns
factofy gate in Anpoats Street, évery man in the
long traiti howed respectfully.  TIn his case, the
regard of his neighbours was not measured by
the rate of wages he paiti.’ '

The procession, having deposited Clack at the
Spread-Lagle, was by no means so ready to de-
part as to arrive.. “They insisted that it should
be an open meeting; and that they should have a
voice in the demands to be offered to the masters.
They rushed through she house to the skittle-
~ground behind, caused a‘table with paper and
ik to be placed in an arbour, aud, setting the
Comuiittee entirely aside' on the plea that this
was a special occasion, began to call aloud for
Allengto toke the chair.  Allen was nowhere to
be found on the premises, fpr the good reason
that he was at his work, and knew litde of what
was going on, Being sent for, he presently ap-
peared and asked what he wagwanted for,

¢ To take the ghaip.?

But Alfen veas too modest to accept € honour
at a word; he drew back, and wsged his being
totally sanused to come forward at public meet-
ings, und named several who understood the
management of that‘kind of business better than
‘himgelf.  Those tlat he named were all single
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men; for he bore {p mind,—and this gertainly
added to hi§ reluctapice,—that the sin of taking a
prominent part in a combinati®n of workmen, is
apt to be remembered agaipst *tlle sinner when
the days of tsouble are ovep; and he’feltsthat a
family man was not the one who ought to lﬁe
wade to incur the risk.—When further pressed,
he did not scrupde to declare this to be ene*of his
objections ; but the people wéréin thg humour to
overcome objections, and they promised faithfully
that Yie and his familyeshould not be injured;
that if discharged from the factory, they *should
e maintained by the Union ; and that as no one
knew so much of their affgigs as Allen, as he
could express himself with megleration in speech,
and with ease on paper, he was the man to be at
the head of their atfairs, and that it was his
bounden duty to accept the office. .
Allen could not deny this, and did npot, there-
fore, dally with his duty; but iteCost him a bitter
pang. While Clack listened and looked on with
a feeling of ,jealousy, and thought it a moment
of triumgph such as he would_fain®have énjoyed
himself, ha little kne\® how little Allen was to be
envied. He could not guess what feelings
rushed on Allen’s mind at the moment that he
took th& decisive step into the arbour and seated
himself . ¢ the table, and rec8ivell the }in into his
hand. Thoughts of the dismay of his timid wife,
of the hardships to which he might expgse Lis
children, of the difficulties of his office, and -ie
ill-will which its discharge must sumetimes bring
upon him,—thoughts of the quarrels in which he
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must mediate, and of the distress which, in ‘case of
a turnsout, he must witness, W ithout fuuch power
to rdleve,*murh‘ iave ovuu)me a man of
firmer nerve than Allcn, but thouuh the) dis~
tressed, thiey *did not conquer him, convinced as
}*e was that he ought not to evade the choice of

the people. His fellow-labourers allowed him a
fow rainutes to collect his thoughts before ad-
dressing.them, aud while he was seemingly ar-
ranging the papers before him, they pached
themselves and one angther closely, in ordtr to
1eave room for new comers, without creating a
noise and bustle. Those who stood nearest the
arbour hung the flags so as to make a sort of
canopy over it, angl.a few of the most eflicicnt of
the standing Committee took their places on
each side of Allen.—His address was in natural
accordance with the feelings which had just passed
through his mind :—

“ Combinatfous are necessary, my fellow-
labourers, when one set of men ig opposed to
another, as wc are {0 our masters. The law
could” not’ prevent’ combinations, even when
severe punishments visited*‘those whyp were en-
gaged in them; which was a clear proof that men
must combine, that the law was of no use, and
ought therefore to be.done away. Let me con-
graulate‘you,,t}fat these severe laws sre done
away ; that a man cannot now be shut up in
prison, for many months together for agreeing
Wit his companions to withhold their Jabour in
order to increase itswprice. Let me congratulate
you_that when a man cannot be caught in’ the
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trap of the combinagion laws, Iic can no Jonger
be” punishe® undew’a law jagainst conspiracy,
which was made 10ng before®such a thing as
combinations’of workmen were thoightof. We
can now meet,in the face of day,%and cohduct
our bargains with our masters either by agrec-g
ment or_opposition, without any one having a
right to interfere,eas long as we keep thes peuce.
Evils there are, indeed, still; aﬂd'such.a&hing is
still heard of as persecution in constquenct of a
combismation ; but sucheqyils as are inflicted by
the crushing hand of power light on a few; and
thg devotion of those few secures the gxemption
of the rest. It is certainly an gyil to a peaceably
disposed man to see himself, gegarded with a
fierce eye by those to whom he no longer dares
touch his hat lest he should bt accused of suing
for mercy. It is certainly an evil to a man of in-
dependent mind to be placed under the fegt of any
former enemy, to receivg his weekiy subsistence
from the hands of his equals, and to fancy that
the whisper is going round—* This is he who lives
upon our gatliered pence’—Slch evils awalt, as
you know, him who*eomes forward to lead a
combination ; but they belong to the state of
aflairs ; and since thgy can neither be helped, nor
be allowed to weigh againgt the advantages of
union, they should Be, not &nly* patiewdy, but
silently borte.  Well is it for the victim if he can
say to himself that now is the time for Lin to
practise the heroism which in grander scenes has
often, made his bosom throb. 4 He may even
esteen? himself honoured in his Jot being some-
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what of the same cast,—though his own con-
sciousness alone may perceive the 'resemblance,
—something of “he same cast, I say, with that
of venerated ‘statesmen who have returned to the
plough to be forg"otten in their own age, and
remembered in another,—with that of generals
who have held ouf the decrepit hand with a pe-
titien » o the gay passers by to. give a halfpenny
to the deliverer o1 their country.—Nay, no cheers
yet! Your cheers only recall me with shame to
that which I was going ¢o say when my pursonal
feclitigs led me away,—led me to compare that
which is ,unjversally allowed to be moving be-
causc it is noble, with that Which, if moving at
all, is so only pecause it is piteous. As I was
saying, combinatiops are ordered by laws more
powerful than those, which, till Jately, forbade
them; and this shows the wisdom of the repeal of
the latter. If it had been wished to prevent our
meeting for“caprice or sport, laws might have
availed. If their object had been to hinder the
idle from meeting to dissipate their tediousness,
or “tiie ganresome from pursuing’ that on which
no more valuable thingrwas staked 'than their
present pleasure, these laws migfnt have been
successfully, though somewhat tyrannically, en-
forced. But such gre yot they who dorm con-
hinatiogs: but rather such as have their frames
bowed with over-toil, and their brofys knit with
carg. such as meet because the lives and health
of their families, their personal respectability,
and the bare hgnesty of not stealing a loaf from
another man's cpunter, are the tremendous stake
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which they feel to bg put to hazard. Sqgind and
wise laws cAn restrain the fiprcest passions of the
few, because, beiﬁg sound dhd wise, they are
supported by the many; ang it $s"therefore clear
that when lays give way ltke cobwébs “sefoge
the impulse of a body of men too united to tg
broutht together by capfice, those Jaws are
neither wise nos sound. Such were the eom-
bination laws, and therefore wWeit they repealed.
Never again will it be attempted to set"up the
prohibition of parliamenteagainst the commands
of nature,—a threat of imprisonment agaiist the*
cgavings of hunger. Security of persen and pro-
perty being provided for, (ag, indeed, they were
already by former laws,) we agg left free to make
the best agreement we can for the sale of our
labour, and to arrange our terms by whatever
peaceable methods we ¢hoose.

* Combination on our part is necessary from
power being lodged ugequally in®the hands of
individuals, and it is necessary for labourers to
husband theiy strength by union, if it js evgr to
be balanced against the inﬂuér}ce ahd wcalax of
capitalists. | A mastetocan do as he pleases with
his hundred or five hundred workmen, unless
they are combined., Onc word of his mouth,
ne stroke of his pen, an,send them bome on
the Saturday night With a blnk prgspest of des-
titution betore them ; while these hundred or five
hundred men must make their many willg into
one before his can even be threatened with op-
positjon.  One may tremble, anather may mourn,
a thftd may utter deep down in his heart he_
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curses he dares not proclaim,: but ail this is of no
avail. "The only way is to [.rring opfposition to
bear upon the intérests of the master; and this
can only be dohe by union. The best of the
masteds say, and probably with truth, that their
iaterests demand the reductions under which we
groan. RBeitso: wé have interests too, and we
must‘brifig them up as an opposing force, and
see which,are the strongest.  This may be,—
allow me to say, must be—done without ill-will
in any party towards awy other party. There
may be some method yet unknown by which the
nterests of-all. may be reconriled ; if so, by union
we must discover (it. But if, indeed, interests
must continue to he opposed, if bread must be
fought for, and the discord of men must for ever
be contrasted with the.harmony of nature, let the
battle be as fair as circumstances will allow. Let
the host of pigmies try if they cannot win a
chance against ¢he regiment of giants by orga-
nizing their numbers, and knifting them into a
phalenx. , The oddg against them are fearful, it
is true; but®more desperate battles have been
sustained and won. I h4d¥e not indeed, as the
friend at my elbow reminds me, represented our
case so favourably as I might have done. Many
here thipk that the pewernris in our own hands;
sothe that the chantes are equal, and-the Jeast
sanguine, that the chance is fair.—I have spoken
of the general necessity of wnion, and not with
any intention of taking for granted that we are
on the eve of anvexpress struggle. This depends
on circumstances yet to be disclosed. Some
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ghange, and that a gpeedy one, there ought to be
in the cofdition ©f the gorking classe#: they
cannot go on long labourin®y their lives away
for a less rccompense thyn gobd habitations,
clothing, and,food. These Jform the®verts lca.st
sum of the just rewards of industry; whereasga
mulfitude are pinched witl® the frosts of winter,
live amidst the stench of unwholesome davellings
in summer, have nearly forRdtten the taste of
animal food, and even sigh for bread ds for a
luxuty. The questionste be debated, and to be
put to the wrial if necessaty,—and I wislf every
master in Manchester was here tg take down my
words for his further consideggtion, is whether a
social being has not a right g comfortable sub-
sistence in return for his full and efficient labour.”
—Allen’s pause was interrupted by a voice from
behind the crowd, declaring,— .

“ No doubt, no doubt, my good fgllows: a
clear right, and I wigh with all®my heart you
may win your right.”

It was Rqwe, who had entered as if for the
purpose of convincing the men titat he was on
their side. , An openihg was made from the table
to the outskirts of the crowd; but Rowe slunk
back in opposition 2o all attempts to push him

*forward.® The fact was, he saw another person
present vhom he Tittle expecte'd to meet, und
before whom he was sorry to have committed
himself. Mr. Wentworth advanced through the
opening, with his memorandum book in his
hand :—

“I am willing to put down your questjon,
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Allen, fer further discussiony vrovided you add 2
clause "o it :— Whather a fember® of society
has not a right to' a comfortable subsistence 1n
return for full and efficient labour, provded he
daes 1eot, 'by ‘his own act, put that subsisience
beyond his reach ?’” ,

Allen smiled, and all within hearing stared at
Mr. Wetitworth’s simplicity in adding this clause
which nobady, could dispute.

“ We have certainly nothing to object to your
addition, - sir,” said AHen. “ Only 1 chnnot
think it necessary.”

 Let it stand, however, for, my, satisfaction;
and now go on with what you have to say.”

A seat was offered to Mr. Wentworth, and
proclamation was made of one for Mr. Rowe,
who, however, had disappeared. Allen pro~
ceeded :— .

¢ I have only a few words to add respecting
the terms on which I will.consent to resume my
present office on any future occasion, or to accept
of ang power you may wish to put info my hands,
I must be supported by you in all measures
taken to preserve our own Yieace and that of the
masters; and to this end, there must be the utmost
strictness in the full performance of all contracts.
Whether the present dispute be amicably settled’
this-very evening, ot whether it be protracted, or
a partial or a general strike should take place,—
none «f these things can set aside a contract pre-
viously entered into. Integrity must be our
rule as much as libérty is our warrant and jugtice
ourend. The first man who deserts the work he
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has pledged himselQto perform, puts the weapon
of the law 4nto the hands gf our opponents ; the
first who is legally’convicted 8f a breach of con-
tract, brands our cause with ifidelible disgrace.
We want no gruants here, apd we Wilf ow'f nope
but honest labourers to be of our company ; and
unleds 1 am aided in preServing the greputation
of our cause, el declare,~—whatever*nldy be
thought of the importance Jf thg threat,—that
from that moment 1 withdraw my countenance
and ‘my help. 1f atethe period of any strike,
any part of my contract with my employers is
widischarged, I shall hold it to be sy duty to
work for them during the stated number of hours,
even if | should repair from sheir factory to pre-
side over a meeting like the present; and the
same is expected Jf every man who enrols him-
self in our bands. Hanour towards our masters
Is as necessary as fidelity to each gthers”

The meeting having signified an unanimous
assent to what Allen had said, he proceeded to
draw up a stptement of wages to be presented to
the masjers. A great numher of men pushed
and jostledsone anotlt8r in order to get near the
table and state their grievances; for some under
every firm supposed their wages to be the lowest.
‘It was féund 1o be a® the depyties had stated,
that Mortimer and Rowe paill the Jowest waBes,
and Elhott the highest.—Mortimer and Rowe
were therefore to be requested to answer this
evening, yes or no, whether they would give
Elligg's rate of wages. XKlten, Clack, and

F3
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Gibson were deputed to waityon the masters with
the written demand.

The meeting broke up for a while, and the
quictest and most ipdustrious of the men went
homey'while the rest prepared toeparade again
through the streets.

Allen withdrew one of the last, as he wished
to se¢ tite place quict before he left his post.  As
he turned from thé door of the public-house, his
hands in his pockets and lLis eyes bent on the
ground in deep thoughtpke was startled by 'some
'one taking Lis arm. It was his wife, who had
been watchingand lingering in the neighbourhood
till she was tired and frightened.

*“ Why, Mary,i«said her husband, smiling,
““ you will make me lose my good name. This
is the way wives haunt the public-house when
-their husbands are given to drink.”

Mary eould trust her husband for soberness if
ever woman could; but.she feared his being
drawn in to join against the masters, and bring
ruin en hig family. .

Allen answered that he was not the man to be
drawn in to do what his Wife knew he disliked
as much as she could do; but he might of his
own free choice determine to do what she feared ;
and, in that case, he trusted the discharge of his’
puslic duvy would riot be embittered by domestic
opposition and discontent. His prospect was
not awvery cheering one, however, in this respect.
When fairly seated in his own home, his wife
secmed prodigioudty inclined to lock the door
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snd pocket the key; and she cried solpiteously
at the bard idea of,a strika and its distrestes, that
Allen longed to go to sleep, and forget all that
had been done, and all thap wds In prospect.

Cuarter V.
NO PROGRESS MADE,

‘' masters’ mgeting was a tedsous affair to all
parties. The chairman and.the three deputies
held such long disputes, ase to whether wagces
were really much lower than formerly, that the
people who waifed in anxious expectation at
the Spread-Eagle, began to wonder whethen
the deputies had lain down to jakesa nap, or
found their businessea different kind of affair
from what they had expected. If they had known
what point was in dispute, they would have
wondewd what room there was for argument, as
any man among théh could have told what he
was paid two years before, and what now. They
all knew that thep were now paid by Mortimer
and Rowe, only jhiee and fgurpence per onc
thousand hanks, while some'time befort, the® had
had upwards of four shillings. How, they
would have asked, could there be any dsubt as
lo whether wages were lowered ?

Clack was profuse in hif #xpressions of as-
tonishment at the stupidity of those who wade
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a question of so plain a mattey; but his wonder
did no thore towargs settling the point than the
shuffling of thg chairman, who did not under-
stand the true ﬁsta’ie of the case, and could there-
fore r&nder no'service in throwing Mgaht upon it

«If it had not been for Mr. Wentworth, and
one or twe. more who held his views, nothing at
all would*have been’ done.

“ Nobady doubts,” observed Wentworth, ¢that
you now take so many shillings less than you
took five years ago; but that matters nothirig to
you or to us.”

The chairman and Clack stared in about an
equal degree. e

“ My dear sir, thut is the very point,” said the
one.

« T always thought you had'had a heart to fee
for the poor,” cried the other,

“ I beg your pardon,” said the gentleman
quietly, * it Is not, sir, the. point in dispute, and
I trust, Clack, my observation does not carry
any great. cruelty ju it. If a perny a week
would enable a man to bl?' all necessavies for
himself and his family, and’ff a pound would do
no more, would it signify to any man whether
his wages were a penny or a pound ?”

« Certainly not; but wid ever heard “of such
wonterful*pemies ?”

« 1 have heard of shillings which you might
think aearly as wonderful as such pennies:
shillings which would buy more than twice as
much at one timea¥ at another.”

«To be sure,” said Clack, laughing con-
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tewptuously, ¢ evegy child knows that ghe price
of hread afld othet, things yises and falls,

“ Very well. ~ Your con?:erq is about how
much of bread and other, thiigs you get in
return for yowr labour, and, not how ‘ma{ shjl-
lings. Shillings are of no value to you but fer
what they buy.  If half the money in,the king-
dom were to, bescarried off by fairies tifs mght,
s0 that you could have only’ Ihlf your present
nominal wages, you would be no worse off than
at ptesent. The same quantity of food and
clothing would be in the market, and you would
et as much for gixpence as you qnow get for a
shillimg.  This is why I said ¢thie nominal amount
of your wages mattered little, I said nothing
about the real amount.”

“ But you do nét deny, sir,” said Allen, “that
our real wages are less than they were ?”

“ I am afraid it is as true as that qur profits
arc less. There is less surpluseremaining over
our manufacture for us to divide. If thisdivision
were made ip kind, instead of your bejng {)aid in
money jp advance, you would see lhe real state
of the case, —that**we cannot afford higher
wages.”

“ In kind! Lord, sir,” cried Clack, * what
“should We do with a bandle of yarns on a Satur-
day mght? what baker or®grocer weuld smke
them #”

“ None, I dare say; and therefore, far the
convenience of the parties, payment for labour is
made in money; but it is no"she less true that
your wages consist of the proportion you recgive
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of the rgturn brought by thg article you manp-
facturd.  You know how the value of this return
varies; how, whel an article'is scarce, it brings
in a large return, and how, when it"is plentiful,
our vustomels give less for it; and you must
therefore see how your wages vary indepen-
dently of, our will.” * '

« Buwpwhose doing is it, sir, that the return
varies s¢ much #’

“ It is parily your doing; I mean that of those
who bring labour to magket.  We masters have
nothing to do with the'quantity of labour brought
to sale anyafugther than to purchase it.  If you
bring so much g3 to reduce'its price too far,
whose fault is thay?”

¢ To be sure we cannot expect you to pay
high, when you can +purchase labour cheap,”
sald Allen,  any more than we would give six-
yence for a loaf, if we could get as good a one
for fivepence.” .

* If," observed one of the masters, “you
brought ,only half the present quantity of
labour to us, we must, whether we liked it or

. e .
no, pay double for it. Ifvyou choose to bring
up large families who will in turn rear large
families to the same occupation, it is a neces-
sary consequence that wages will fall te the very:
lowest pointa’ '

¢ What do you call the lowest point ?”

¢ &hat at which the labourer can barely sub-
sist. If he cannot subsist, he cannot labour, of
course. 1f he e do more than merely subsist,
hig wages are not, at the lowest point.”
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« Qurs are so now,” said Gibson, despond-
ingly. :

“ Not exdctly s replid8d she manufacturer.
“ Don't faficy that I wish thdn Jower, or
would not make them higher® if I eoudd; dt 1
cannot allow fhat they are at the lowest. Db
you sknow no Irish handloom weavers who
make only four shillings a weck ?” -

« Poor creatures! yes; butdiaw do thgy live?
Crowded together on straw, with mere rdgs to
coverethem, and only hglf as much food as they
could cat, It is dreadfulw’ .

LIt is; and God forbid we should see many
more sinking dowh into such a State! I only
nmentioned their case to show y:o'u that your wages
may still fall, if the labourers” proportion of the
returns to capital iy stili further divided among
a number.  Upon the proportion of your labour
to our capital depends the risc and fall of wages
through the whole scale of paymenst.”

¢ What would you call the highest rate 7 in-
quired Allen.

“'The greiftest possible prdporticn Jf the re-
turn that®the capitalisfcan spare, so asto leave it
worth his while to manufacture; and this highest
rate is, of course, paid only when labour is diffi-
ult to b had.” ~°*

““ We cannot waite till that dime,” sai¢t Clagk.
“If we waited till a war or a fever carried off
part of our numbers, it would do little good ; for
there are plenty of young ones growing up.” We
must.bestir ourselves and see ifa strike will not
do asewell. The plague would .n'o doubt be mo.re
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acceptable to genlemen, as long as it did not
stop their manufacture, liké,a strike; but the
poor must raise tham'selves by such means as are
in their own hunds, and not wait for a judgment
of Pywidence.”  *

* « I quite agree with you,” saidt Mr. Went-
worth. ¢ Providenc. would have men guide
themseluds by its usual course, and not by un-
common, accidentsc But I doubt whether a strike
is one'of the‘means which will gain your point.
It will leave your casg worse than ir, the
‘beginring, depend upon it. A strike works the
wrong way for your interest. It does not de-
crease your numbers, and it does decreasc the
capital which is t4 ‘maintain you.”

Clack would liear nothing against a strike.
Let the masters all give, the same wages as Elliott,
or prepare for a strike. Rather to silence the
orator than with hope of much benefit from the
ohservation, Gibson said that a pernicious multi-
plication of hands took place from the big
piecers being allowed to spin.  The masters for
the most part likedthat they should,’ because they
soon got to employ them fo spin at less wages;
and too many of the men liked it, afso, because
it saved them trouble: and some would even sit
down to read, while their piecers were.looking
after the wheels; but it seemed to him very hard
that good spinners should be sometimes out of
work, while piecers were practising their business.

Tfle masters thought that any regulation of the
kind Gibson wishgd for, would only have a slight
effect for a shor{ time ; it could not permanently
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keep down the spinning population to tge num-
ber requiredsto ensure sullicjent wages.

Clack would not*be diverte® any longer from
the plain anSwer to his plgin tytestion, would
Messrs. Mortiper and Rowe raisc theif wates to
Elliott’s rate?  Rowe took along pinch of snuff
to avdid answering. Morflmer sat boll upright
with his arms foJded, aud replied, « (Rrtainly
not.” Not a word more codl® be got out of
him. Others of the masters tried” to mediate,
proposing that Elliott and Mortimer should meet
half-way, that is, at Mr. Wentworth's rate™ but
thijs proposal was rejected by all pgrtigs.  Elliott
said he left these things to the, people under him ;
but he believed his clerk wag popular with the
operatives and wished for no change any more
than himself ; so that he should not reduce,
Mortimer would not be dictated to by a mob;
and the representatives of this ‘ mob’ declared
their intention of calling Wentwogth to account,
when they had done with Mortimer, and that his
rate must not therefore be proposed for adoption.
And thus the Tnatter was no nearer being settled
than befdte.,

* Pray is it true,” inquired Mortimer, ¢ that

vou have talked of rgoting me out?”
+ ¢ Suchea thing has bgen pentioned in private,
sir,” replied Allen, * but imme(ﬁatfly AScoutad.
It was never proposed at any public meeting,
and will not be mentioned again I dare say.”,

“ So! you have more prudence than I gave
vou credit for. T almost wishaequ had madc the
trial, that you might end by lgarning your oyn

G
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place. « You would soon Jhave known wkat
comes of dictatin r us.”

This was a signal for Ulack to renew his
oratory. c'I‘I)c peace makers on both sides found
it WS time to separate, as there scemed no
thance of coming to any agreement. 'The three
men made their bow and withdrew,—Allen” with
a helv{heart, leaving the masters to agrec that
the affdir myst"be gone through with firmness
and temper; that is, some were for firmness, and

_some for temper. MNostimer was annoled at
being exposed to annoyance from people so much
beneath him ;eand Wentworth and others thought
that the shortest «way to a good issuc was to re-
gard the claims of<the people with respect, their
mistakes with gentleness, and their distresses with
compassion.

Before Allen could speak a word in reply to
the inquiries of his eager companions, Clack
began in a struin of inlignation to pronounce
him a trimmer, for having answered Mortimer as
he did about the pgoposal to root hjm out. The
men being disposed at the moment to listen to
everything that regarded the punisﬁment of
Mortimer, were hard upon Allen, though not so
abusive as Clack. Allen kept his temper, stood
the brupt of thgt to whioh his rectitudé’of prin=
cifle exfiosed him, ‘stayed till the business of the
evening was finished, and then pondered, on his
way*iome, the hard chance by which he was ex-
posed to the displeasure of the masters, the un-
reasonableness ©Y his comrades, and the .timid
.complaints of his wife. Allen was not ‘made
for ambition,
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JBefore the operatives separat®d, it was, agreed
that all empdoyed ad’a lowvey rate of wages than
Elhotts should tutn out th? next worning,
except the Cnldren,” whose mainttnance would
cost 50 much, that it was desirabl® tity sleould
earn as long as allowed to’do so. Muemxgt‘
were®to be held from day t8 day, first to appoint
a fresh committeg, and afterwards to take anea-
sures for securing assistance from dellow-laafburers
at a distance. ®

Br.y, who had takan, care that the ,meeting
should not want for harfmony of one kihd at
legst during its sitting, betook himgelf,at its close
to the York Hotef, just when, the masters were
dispersing, and with some degree of impudence
stated his desire to be impartial, and his rcadiness
to drum the gentlemen home, if they would
please to marshal themselves, as he had played
m front of the men 1n the morning. Elliott
called for a waiter to turn the fe]ldw away, and
Wentworth observed that he feared his travels
had not improved the quality of his wit,

Cuarser VI
NIGHT AND MORNING,

“ How is Martha 2 was Allen’s firat inquii’y on

meeting  his wife at the hesd of the stairs.

Martha had been asleep when e had retumed,in
¢ 2
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the middle of the day ; for.it was now her tumn
for niht-work at the,factory,+and what rest she
liad must be taken in the day.  Iler mother said
that her lamendss was mucli the same ; that she
Lind Séen Wt Dawspn, the apotherary, who pro-
aounced that rest was what her weak limbs most
required; and that a$ perfect rest was out Of the
question Ler mother must bandage the joints
while fe child® wWas at her work, “and keep her
laid on her bed at home.  Here was the difficulty,
her mother said, espeqially while Hannahi was
with her, for thcy were both fond of play when
poor Martha was not too tired to stir. She was
now gone to her werk for the night.

The little girl Fepaired to the factory, sighing
at the thought of the long hours that must pass
before she could sit down or breathe the fresh air
again. She had been as willing a child at her
\wrk as‘.could be till lately: but since she had
grown sickly,«a sense, of hardship had come
over her, and she was seldom happy. She was
very mdwstnous, and disposed to bg silent at her
occupation ; *so that she was like bx her em-
ployers, and had’ nothing® more to gomplain of
than the necessary fatigue and disagreeableness
of the work. She would not have minded it for
a few hours of the, daw; but to be shut up al
dasy, or ‘else all* night, without any time to nurse
the baby or play with her companions, was too
muock for a liwle girl of cight years old. She
had never been so sensible of this as since her
renewed acquafMMance with  Hannah, ,This
night, when thecdust from the cotton ‘made
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her cough, when the smell and the heat Hyought
on sicknest and %aintness and the incessant
whizzing angl whirling of the wheels gave her
the fecling of being in a dream, shq remerphered
that a part of flannali’s business was to walk on
broag roads or through green fields by het
fatler's side, listening to the stories I amused
her with, and td sit on a stile,of under §Afee to
practice a new tune, or get a betters dinner than
poor ‘Martha often saw.  She forgot that
Hannah was sometime$ wet through, orscarched ,
by tue sun, as her complexion, brown as a
gpsy’s, showed ; and that [Tannak hdd no home
and no mother, and very hard and unpleasant
work to do at fairs, and on pd#icular occasions.
About midnight, when Martha remembered that
all at home were probably sound asleep, shie could
not resist the temptation of resting her aching
limbs, and sat down, trusting to make tp after-
wards for lost time, and taking clre to be on her
fect when the overlooker passed, or when any
one else wasdikely to watchher. It 4s a dan-
gerous  thing, however, to take rest with the
intention of rousing oneself from time to time;
and so Martha found. She fairly fell asleep
after a tipe, and dreamed that she was attending
very diligently to hes work * gndaso many things
besides passed through her mind durlng the two
miuutes that she slept, that when the overlooker
laid his hand upon her shoulder, she started "and
was afraid she was going to be geoldtd for along
fit & idleness. But she was not harshly
spoken to. i
¢ 3
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« Come, come, child; hew long have ydu
been asleep ?’ ’

“ 1 don’t keow. 1 thought I wes awake all
the time.”, And Martha began to cry.

« “Well, don’t cry. I was past<just now, and
fou werc busy enorgh; but don’t sit down;
better no:, for fear you should drop asleep again,”

Mirtha thought she had estaped very well;
and winking.and rubbing her eyes, she began to
limp forward and wse her trembling hands.

The ovetlooker watched: lier for a few moments,
and told her she was so industrious in general
that he should-be sorry to be hard upon Ler; bat
she knew that if ‘she was seen flagging over her
work, the idle ones would make it an excuse to
do so too. Martha curtsied, and put new vigour
into her work at this praise, ~“Before he went on
in his rounds, the overlooker pointed to the
window znd tpld her morning was come.

It was a strimge scens that the dawn shone
upon. As the grey light from the east mingled with
the flickering, yellew glare of the lamps, it gave a
mottled dirty appearance to everything; to the
pale-faced children, to the*unshavedeoverlooker,
to the loaded atmosphere, and even to the produce
the of wheels.

When a bright sunbeatn shone in through the
wihdow, thiekened with the condensed breath of
the work-people, and showed the oily steam rising
thrdgh the heated room, the lamps were extin-
guished, t3%the, great relief of those who found
the place growihg too like an oven to be .nuch
ddnger tolerable, * The sunbeams rested now on
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tfe ceiling, and Murtha knew that they must
travel down to the’@oor and ba turned full'on her
frame and some way past it, befove she could be
released ; but still it was a comfortythat morning
was come. .

Shke observed that the soverlooker frequentiy
went out and came back again, and that there
was a great dehl of consuljagon amoo{z her
betters as the hours drew on. A byeath”of fresh
air came in now and then from below, and news
went round that the gafe@avere already open, two
hours carlier than ll\ll.l] Presently the tramp of
Ifeavy feet was heard, like that 6f the weavers
and spinners coming to their ®wily work. Martha
looked up eagerly to the clotk, supposing that
the time had passed quicker than she had been
aware of; but it was only four o’clock. What
could bring the people to their work so carly?
They could scarcely have mistaken *the hour
from the brightness of* the morhing, for it had
now clouded over, and was raining a soakmg
shower. Mwre news went »ound, Fhose who
had arreved had bargly escaped bemtr waylaid
and punishtd for coming to work after a strike
had been proclaimed. They had been pursued
do the gates and Very nearly caught, and must
now stay where they Were'tjil nightfally as they
could not safely appear in broad diylight, golng
to and returning from their dinners. Many
wondered that they had ventured at_ all, aifd all
prophecied that they must givgup=fo the will of
the Union if they wished to be %afe. The over-
looker, finding much excitemeilt prevailing onthe
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circu]a‘tion of the news,.commanded silence, oh=
serving that it was @10 conetrn of any of the
children present, There was no strike of the
children, gnd, they would be permitted to go and
ceme without hinderance. Martha*determined to
get away the first woment she could, awd to
meet hew father, if possible, that he might not
encotatér any tgmil'b]esmnc people for her sake.
Allen*was ,watching the moment of release as
anxiously for his little daughter as she pould
have doute for herself,.4nd he was to the full as
‘weary as she.  On the previous evening he had
carried homre paper and pens, preferring to write
the necessary leteers at his own dwelling to
spending the nigkt at the Spread-Eagle.  He
got his wife to clear and wipe down the deal table,
when she had put all the children to bed; and
then he sat down to compose a pattern letter,
stating the circumstances which had led 1o a
strike, and urgtng an appeal to their fellow-
workmen 1 distant places for aid in the struggle
which might be deemed a peculiarly important
‘one. Having tolerably well satisficde himself
that the letter was the proper thing, ht read it to
his admiring wife, who by turns smiled because
she was proud of her husbind, and sighed to,
think how perilqus ar? offile e had undertaken.
Shé then went to bed and was soothed to sleep
by the scratching of his nicely-mended pen.
Fromt this time all was silence in the apartment,
except the Skeagignal erackle when Allen folded
his paper, or the* cautious taking up and lafing
down of the snuffers when the long candle-wick
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cmved snufling, oy the passing squally of the
baby, who,® however, al]ow\,’cd himself to*be so
quickly hushed as not mntcrie'x]ly.to disturb the
scribe.

When nearly twenty copigs of s fetter*had
been written, each varying a little from the orig
ginal, according to the difléring circumsgances of
those to whom # was addressed, Allere was so
weary that he could write no Iohgtr witheut some
refreshinent.  He put out his light; and opened
the window for a minuse do breathe the fresh air.
"The pattering of the rain Wwakened his wifé, who
rqused herself to fret over the, weather and
wonder how Maftha was tq get home,  Her
husband told her he meant taggo for the child,
and would carry a shawl to wrap her up in. If
Mary had known *what lions were in her hus-
band’s path, she would not have let him go.

There was but one man visible whgn Allen
went forth, and he was,walking vdpidly at some
distance. Itwas Hare,—who, having never been
well disposed, towards a turn-out, and Qeing sup-
ported Iy his dislike of it by}xis wife, hoped to
avoid mischief and eontinue his earnings by
going to the factory beforc people should be
looking for him, and doing Lis work as usual,
Without talking about wages to anybody. Such
devices did not suit the purpdses’of, the Unien,
and were guarded against, as in all similar cases.
Hare thought it just possible that he might meet
with opposition, and leoked as far [yfore him as
his eyes could reach; but he dityfnot suspect an
ambush on either hand, When he continued jin
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the same direction, however, 8o as to renderit
certain that he wgs making for the ‘factory, six
men issued, one by one, from opposite alleys, and
formed a ling across the strect. Hare’s name
was shouted to some one still conazaled, coupled
with a question whether he was under contract.

Having received their answer, they coolly told
their'gémbling fellow-workman that as he had
not the pretgneé of any contract, and was never-
theless going to work at an unfair price, he must

_be dugked.  They had a rope ready, and $would
deliver hin up to be dragged through the river.

Hare turned from one to, another with ps
large a variety of eexcuses as he could invent at
the moment. Awong the rest, he vowed that he
came to watch who would be wicked enough to
go to work at this same fictory after having
sworn to strike. Ie was laughed at, let off
with a rell in the kennel and with being hunted
part of the way home, whither he ran to seek
refuge with his wife in panting terror, and pre-
senting & woeful, spectacle of diggrace. He
perhaps owed it to his known cowardige that he
fared no worse; as his ¢ompanions were well
assured he was sufficiently daunted not to at-
tempt to cheat them a second time.

Allep proceeded rat lvis best pace while this
jddgment was belng inflicted on Hare, never
supposing that he could be suspected of taking
wom unfairly ; but, like all eminent men, he had
Lis enemi®dgand these chose to take for granted
that be could Wt be going to the factory with
«any honest desiga. He was seized, girded with
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the dreadful rope, and hauled towards the river,
though he produced the’ shawl, demanded time
to call witnesses, and used all the cloquence he
could commind. His last, resolirce was to
explain that thg supplies from a dftance *nitist
be delayed if any harm happened to him. This,
occastoned a short pause, duting which tlhie night-
children came fosth from the-factory. «One of
the ambush, who had some seisetof justice, and
wished to find out the truth about Allen, ran up
to Ma®ina, as soon as shg appeared, ang before
she could know what had happened, and dsked
heg whether her father was not latg in goming to
work this morning® .

“ Ie is not coming to work, at all,” said the
child; “but he said he would come for me.
Perhaps the rain made him stay at home.”

This testimony relegsed Allen, and disap-
pointed some of the lads who stood roynd of a
frolic, which they had dgsired to £i} up the time
till they could proceed to a frolic of a different
kind. They looked up at the clouds, apd hoped
the rain would not make the parsori cheat them.
They weTe going lo ke marricd. Several had
begun to think of this some time before (as Jads
and lasses that work together in factories are
Wont to do); and this seejned the very time,
when they had a holiday they did nof, know what
to do with, and werc sure, they believed, of ten
shillings a weck as long as the turn-out shanld
last. So, amid the warning lookgeof clderly
friends, and the remonstrances gt parents who
just]y' ihought this the worst ,possible time ‘o
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take new burderfs upon them, several thoughitf:ss
young ‘couples went ldughfhe throagh the rain
to the altar, aftl shapped*their fingers at the
clergyman béhind his back becaute his careful
engquuries brvught Yo light no capse why the so-
Jemnization of mafrimony should not proceed.

Cravter VII.
‘A COMMITEREE.

Thrs was an eventful day. The masters pub-
lished a placard, (not, howaver, signed by all,)
threatening to turn ofl’ every man in their em-
ploy who should continue, after a certain day, to
belong to the Union. The effect was exactly
what the wisest of thenf expected; the turn-out
became Eencml; and the workmen, being exas-
perated, putaew vigour into all theif proceedings.
Their Committee was enlgrged and insructed to
sit daily. Delegates were despatclied on tours
to distant places, with authority to tell the tale,
and collect supplies; and the people at home
cpnsented to teceive, for their weekly mainte-
nance, no more than half what the young bride-
grooms had settled as the probable allowance.
Five shilliggs a week was to be allowed as long
as the chil maincd at work; and in case of
their employmént failing, the sum was to be in=
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creased in proportion to the®capability of the
fid.  Wegkly meetings were ordered 10 e held
in St. George’s Ficdds, at Whi®h any one should
be welcomesto attend ; and it was®agreed that it
would be worth while going®o sonfe expanse to
have the prodeedings of the body made pubfg
throwgh the newspapers.

Allen was strongly in favour of having only
three members of the Commitseasit dails- for the
dispatch of common business; viz., the trea-
surer, seeretary, and one of the other members,
in rotation, for the sake % a casting voter lle
kuew enough of such (‘ommitices to belicve that
ilf-natured tittle-tattle was particularly apt to find
its way into them, and tha.'qu:n're]s between
masters and men were often kept up by these
means long after they would naturally have died
out; and that a weekly sitting, at which the
three members should Be agcountable for all they
had done, would be sufficient for tle inferests of
the association.  The®proposal gave oftence,
however; some supposing that he wanted to
keep the power in few hands, *others b'eing un-
willing te enjoy the pgmp and privilege of their
office no offener than once or twice a week,
and some honestly thinking that the voices of all
were wanted for the decisiop of questions daily
arising.  Allen woukl fave' cared little for lys
motion being rejected; but, in spitt'a of all the
allowance he strove to make, it vexed him to the
lieart to hear evil motives assigned,for every
proposition which did not pleasc ##®people. He
often %aid to Limself that it must*be a very dif-,

i "
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ferent thing to sit in a committee of gentlenen
wherd opinions are treated as opiniéns, (. e., as
having no maral qualities, and to be accepted or
rejected apcc?r(ling.(,o their expediency,) and in a
eomniittee of persors who expose their deficiencies
of education by calling all unkind or foolish who
differ from themselves.  Such remarks appeared
to A'len to proceed from the tcame spirit which
tortured martyrs in former days, and proscribed
the leaders of a combination in the present.

Any vne committee-neeting afforded a pretty
fair specimen of all.  Sometimes there were
more letters than at others, sometimes larger,
sometimes smaller remittances than had been
expected, and oczasionally none at all.  Some-
times there was a dearth of gossip about the
sayings and doings of the' masters, and then
again an abundance of news of spiteful devices
and wilful misrepresentations and scornful say-
ings, for which there should be a sure retribu-
tion. But the same features distinguished all;
and one-sketch will therefore describe the whole.

A little before ten, the committee-men might
be scen tending towards St. George’s road. They
could win their way but slowly, for they were
continually waylaid by one or another who had
some very irpportdnt suggestion to make, "or
duestion tc answer; or a piece of news to tell
which would sound well in committee. Allen
wal the most sore beget.

“ Lord + Allen, what work yours must be with
such a many-letters to write! Why, ii must
Cost a mint of money to pay postage.”
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¢ All for the cause, you knoW.  Let Jue go,
will you? Isam rauler late.”]

« Not a clock has Struck yet, ﬁlan‘, and I want to
know whethier it’s trie about (e large order that’s
gone to Glasgow because Liliptt can' extecudedt ?”

« All true, perfectly true.  Good bye.”

“ Well, but have you®seen Elhoty since ?
Lord! 1 should love to see Lim look chap-falien
when he finds the power is with as.”

«"Tis for us to look chap-fallel, I think,”
said  Allen, trying toe disengage his ., button;
“ where’s the power if nore such ordefs go
thg same way ?” N

“ Stop, Allen, dne thing mgre. Do you know,
several of us are of a mind tha;? it is a disgrace
to the Union that Wooller, with his large family,
has no more on a puy-day than Briggs.”

“ Briggs has a sick wyife, and his children are
too young to work.”

“ Wooller must haye more, .fowever, and
that you'll find to your cost, if you don’t take
care. Pretty, encouragement to turn, out, in-
deed, if guch'a man as he is fo beesacrificed to
worse men than himself I”

¢ Let him carry his complaint to the proper
place, if he is discontented. The committee
Ordered his allowance, and it is they must alter
it, not 1.” )

Allen now thought he had made his escape;
but his gossip called after him that he had sqne-
thing to tell him on which the wholgdate of the
strike depended. Allen was all T in a woment.
It was said, and on very good authority, that We

H2
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1

mastersavould never employ @ Manchester m#n
avain!  They had sent to Glasgow ind to Bel-
fast, and all over England, and if they could not
et workmen enough by these means, they would
bzing ‘them in troops from abroad.»

* Who told you thjs 7 said Allen, laughing.

“ That's between him and me,” replied the
gossip mysteriously; * but yow may rely upon
it, it is true.”

¢ Aye, we have been told so twice a day since
we tymed out,” said Ablen; “but that is no rea-
son why we should believe it.  You might as well
tell me they mean to take their mills on their
backs and marchcever the sea to America.”

* You may laegh, sir, but I'm far from as
sure as you that we are not going to ruin,”

I am sure of no such thing,” replied Allen.
« I wish I were; but'if we are ruined, it will not
be by French people spinning in Chorlton Row.”

A knot of umokers, weach with as much to
say, stood or lolled about the door of the Spread-
Eagle.  Allen looked at the window of the com-
mittee-room, and wished Le could have got in
that way; but there was nd escape feom the file
of questioners.  Several of his companions were
ready to tell him that he was late, when he at
length took his seat at the end of the table, and
bigan to arrange his papers.

« [ know it; but I left home half an hour
sine. 1 have been stopped by the way.”

¢ And sb 2rou always will be.  You're so soft,
man, you're nois fit for office if you can't say
. m.! ”
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* Dooley, the representative 8f the Irigh hand-
Jloom weavers, hete took, up Aller’s defence,
urging that jt would be too hard 1f the people out
of oftice might not ‘make thgir femarks to those
who were injeand that a sgeretary nuste e as
stony-hearted as the last speaker to refuse thean
a heaffhg.

« Come, come; to business,” cried Allgn, to
stop the dispute.  “ But ficd¢®shut the door,
Brown, and make every one knock that wants to
come in. If they wom’y obey at once, slip the
bolt. We must preserve the dignity and quiet of
the Committee.”

« ), by all manner of means,” said the Irish-
man, sitting down demurely @t the board, and
twirling his thuinbs; ¢ it puts me in mind of the
way his honour set us to play when we were
children ”?

1 have here a letter *from numbgr three,”
Allen began, as if all ad becnesilence,  who
has prosecuted his journey successfully as far as
Halbfax, frog whence he hopgs to tragsmit, in a
post orgwo, a sum nearly as large as was con-
tributed bysthat place to the Bradford strike. It
will gratify you, I am sure, to know with how
much friendly anxiety our fellow-labourers watch
tiie result of our pregent roble strugglg; and I
trust you will agree with me that &heir sugges-
tions are entitled to our respectful attention.
Dooley, be so good as read the letter towthe
Committee, while I look what myst*be.brought
forwgrd next.”

“ \Vith raal pleasure, Mr. Secretary; but frst

u 3
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I'll takeslave to wel my thropt with a litlle ate
or spitits.  IU's dyy work regging antl advising,
and a clear sy to keep so many men shut up on
a summer’s day' with not a’drop to help their
witsi?t . '

o * Whatever is ordered is at your own cost,
remember,” said Allen; * and I would recom-
mendyyour going elsewhere to vefresh yourself,
Meanwhile, will some one else bave the good-
ness to read the letter now under consideration ?”

After much complaipé and discussion, Dooley
was prevailed on to be quiet and let the business
go forwarde Having first loaded Allen with abuse
and then with prakse, he tried to behave well,
much in the samasvay as if his priest had put
him under penance.

The letter in question and kome others having
been discussed and dismissed with due decorum,
a member brought before the notice of his fellow-
workmen a calmnny whigh he believed had been
widely circulated, and which was likely to impair
the crediteof the agsociation, and thys to deprive
them of the dountenance of their distang friends
and of all chance of reeonciliation with the
masters. It was said and believed

A push at the door. * Who is there ?”

* Only Tom Hammond.”,

¢ Learn whal he®wants.

Tom Hammond only thought he would look
in asad see whether it was a full commitiee-day,
and how theygot on: which thought only occa-
sioned the dooreto be shut in his face and the
devivery of an adxonition to go about his' own
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bifsiness and leave gther people to manage theirs
m quiet. 0

* Well; what was this libel 7

It was said that the Cosmiiteg had taken

. L) P

upon themselves to go round as inspectors, “agd
to examine the work done pv allsmembers of the
Union, and determine whether the prige given
for it was fair ormot.  Allen thought 1t ificrgdible
that any of the masters could Bate given heed to
s0 absurd a report; but if one instance could be
brought of its having Begp actually belicved, he
would be the first to propose some measure of
edfectual contradicgion.

Clack would wish that the eacretary was some-
what less inclined to make dight of the infor-
mation brought to the committee by some who
were as likely to know what was going forward
as himself. The assosiation was not to lose its
character because its secretary choge ta langh at
the foul calumnies cigculated against it, and
which seemed anything but laughable to those
who had thg honour of .the¢ Unionsreally at
heart, QAnd so forth.

The secretary begled to explain that nothing
was further from his intention than to risk the
good name of the association; and he must
urther assert that, wo mhn byeathing had its
honour more at heart than *himsedf. He n2ed
but appeal to those who had heard him say but
just now And so forth.

The result was a resolution that,a faper should
be dyawn up and presented to the masters, con-
taining an explanation of what the office of #his
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commitiee consisted In; wviz. :—not in deter
mining the value of work and the rale of wages,
but in managing the affairs of the turn-out after
the strike had boenuctually made ; in collecting
and’ dlbtnbutlmr money, and conductmg the cor-
rrspondence and accounts.

While. Allen was consulting his companions
aboutsthe wording of this lctter,'the rub-a-dub of

a drum, accopmpanying shrill piping, was heard
approach.nrr from a distance, and presently the
sounds of merriment ofrom without told that
Bray was among the smokers on the outside.
Sometimes a rumble and screech seemed to shosv
that the unskilfud swere trying his instruments,
and then it appeamd from the heavy tread and
shuflling of feet that some were dancing horn-
pipes under his instructions. Dooley soon started
up.

B Let .us have Bfay in here. IIelll put a
little life in uss for all this is as dull as sitting at
a loom all day. We make it a point of honour,
you knows not to trample on a fallen man, We
let Bray come and go as 1f he was sul] one of
us, poor cratur.”

“ Wait till he comes,” said Ailen “ He is
thinking no more of us at this moment than we
need thiak of him.”

‘Dooley returned’ to his seat with the mock
face of a chidden child, and walking as softly as
if he'trod on eggs, twirling his thunibs as before.
He had not logg to wait for his diversion. Bray
suddenly made @ lodgment in the window,. sit-
ting astride on the sill with his drum balanced
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before him and playing with afl his might, so as
almost to ®eafen tQose wighiny, When It saw
the vexed countenances of two gr three of the
men of business, Le ceased, dropped into the
room, rolled lss drum into a corner, "fluag® Ljs
belled cap behind it, and sgid,—.

¢« Don’t scold me, pray. I'll make itqall up to
you. I'll have bars put up at the windqws at
my own cost to prevent any'nfore_idle fellows
dropping in upon you when you have made all
safe al the door. Moreqger, I will give. you the
benelit of my best wisdom at this present "time.
What's the matter in hand ?”

The Committee found theis advantage in the
consideration which made them admit Bray to
their councils, though he had no longer any con-
nexion with their affoirs. His natural shrewdness
and travelled wisdom were valuable helps upon
occasion. When the terms of the djsclaimer
were agreed upon, Bray told them he had some-
thing of importance to say, and he should say it
out as plainly as he had heard it, since sie hoped
they wege all men, all possessed &f resolution
enough to hear what might be said of them, and
to surrender their own gratification for the
public good.
® Clack was the first jp give a vehement, assent.
With his band on his heart, It pfotqsted that #ie
would take his heart in his hand and give it to be
toasted at the hangman'’s fire, if it would dosthe
cause any good. All with different=degrecs of
warmth declared their readines{fo sacrifice or
to be sacrificed. Allen’s asseat was given the
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last and the leadt confidently, though without
hesitalion. He pad, inwar(ﬂy flinched on first
hearing Bray’s portentous words, but the recol-
lection that he nad. already devoted himself, re-
stored his firmness and prepared him for whatever
might be coming. He would have flinclied no
more, even had Bray’s story concerncd himself
insteagd of another. .

I have been 4 pretty long round this morn-
ing,” said Bray, * and among other places to Mid-
dleton, and there some,weod fellows and I'nad a
pot of ale.  Who should come in there but a tra-
veller who deals, I am told, with several firms jn
this place. 'Well;«he heard us talking about the
strike, and not lking, seemingly, to overhear
without speaking, like a spy, he joined in with
us, and talked like a very sénsible man,—more
so than I should have expected, considering how
much heias clearly been with the masters.”

“ You never'miss a strpke at your old enemies,
Bray.”

* As lang as they are enemies to,me and such
as me, 1 shill give them a hit at every turn.
Well ; this gentleman told us that he could
speak to the dispositions of the masters, if any
one could ; and he was positive that if the men
would take one step, they would soon have over-
tufes from the mabters. ¢ If, said he, *they
will prevent Clack from having anything to do
witletheir strike, the masters will begin to come
round from’ thgt moment.” ”

¢ Turnme ous' ” exclaimed Clack, ¢ Prevent
my having anythimg to do——"
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*Bray pursued as if Clack wete a hundged miles
off. ¢ ¢ Tisey thin}( that fellpw,” says ke, * a
vulgar speechifier that knows notljing about the
matter in dispute, and is ogly *fit to delude the
more ignorante among the spinners aild to tijel
the masters. Send him Dback into the crowgl
where his proper place is, and then you, will sec
what the masters have towsay to the Com-
mittee.” "

Allen endeavoured to stop remavrks which it
must ‘be painful enouglyo Clack to haar under
any yorm, and which were made needlessly ‘offen-
spve by Bray, who was rather glayl of the oppor-
tumty of giving a set doww ,to the mischief-
maker. Clack was necessarilggsoon stopped also
by general consent.  He raged and vowed revenge
in such a style that'it was plainly right to dismiss
him now if it had not heen so before. e could
no longer be trusted withwany degree of power
against the masters, ifjthe Commiitee wished to
preserve their character for impartiality. As
soon as he cpuld be persuaded to leavg the room
to have, his case cousidered, it whs agreed to
recommends him to rosign, if he wished to avoid
being regularly deposed at the next public
meeting.  He preferred the appeal to the public;;
and his companiong gould only, hope jhat the
masters would hear of what had .passed, and
would take the will for the deed.

It was next proposed by a member ofsthe
Committee that a sum of money should be pre-
sented to Allen in considerationgof his services;
and he had the pain of hearing himself laudecrat
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the expense of (Hack, according to what seenved
the general rule, to adndire die inan én proportion
to the contempt With whicl fnother was treated.
It Rowe was %)a.’.led. at, Wentworth 'was praised ;
if Clack* wis comPlaincd of, Allen was Imme-
‘(r}ately extolled. Being awarc of this, Allen
would have declined the gift, if for no "other
rcason jhan that.a fit of gencrosity might be
transient ; but he had other reasons for refusing
to listen to*all mention of a gift. He chose to
keep his disinterestednegs beyond all quistion;
and ‘he feared that the funds were about to
decline on the whole, though liberal contributions
were looked for from particuldr places. "

To stop furthéy argument, which he intended
should be unavaifing, he returned brief thanks to
his companions and broke up the Committee.

Cuarrer VIII.

A TETE-A-TETE.

Ir was the policy of the Committee to hold the
public meetings of the workmen on pay-days, ia
ogder that they®might apPear on the green re-
freshed and” in good spirits, and thus give the
magters the most favourable impression possible
of their resources and of the vigour with wlich
they meant to maintam the strike. This ar-
rangement had’ pot the effect of raising the
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spirits of thc.]eadels. Pay-day was an anxi®us and
painful day ‘to thefr. In widition to all the sad
stories of distress which they mugtdicar, and the
discontent which they must wﬁtnesﬁ, dhege wig a
perpetual dread of the fund appearing to déclime,
and of the confidence of the people being therd®
fore shaken. It was frequently necessary to
borrow money,—8ometimes as lpudn as a hundred
pounds at a time,—on the security of what was
to come in during the next week ; and even those
least disposed to fbresig‘hb‘could not help agking
themselves and each other what was to be done
next time, if the remittances of the wtek should
not superabound.

Allen was turning these things over in his
mind as he proceeded to the Spread-Eagle on
the moming of the day when Clack was expected
to be dismissed fromethe Committee by the
public voice. News was Rfloat whichedid not
tend to cheer his spirits, though *he thought he
discerned in it a sign that the measures already
taken concemning Clack were prudemt. Aun
Howletty Clack’s betrothed, had been taken up
on a charge®of breach®of contract, and had been
committed to prison by the magistrate. This
woman having been singled, out as an example
seemed to indicate ety againsy, Clack; and if
it was indeed necessary to propitiatesthe mastc?s
by sacrificing hith, it was well that the sacrifice
was offered by the Committee before the aiPest
of the woman instead of in consequence of it. A
morg, painful piece of intelligenca followed. Im-
mediately after this arrest, a°carrier, who whs
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conveying work into the ceuntry for Mortimer
and Rowe, was 4ttacked on "his way out of the
town, his cart rpnsacked, himself beaten, and the
wqrk carried oft inf triumph.  Ten or twelve men
kad Been concerned in the outrage; and it was
‘acknowledged that they belonged to the Union;
but Allen in vain attempted to learn who they
were. His integrity was so well known, that it .
was understood that he would deliver the offen-
ders up to justice, be they who they might; and
therefore, though mawy knew, no one would tell.
Mute signs and obscure hints conveyed that
Clack hedded' the enterprise ;-but nothing in the
shape of evidence'was offered.

Mr. Rowe wag'standing at his window when
Allen’s gossips left him to pursue his way. The
gentleman threw up the sash, looked cautiously
up and down the etreet, to ascertain whether he
was obwerved, and then inysteriously beckoned
to Allen to come into the house.

* What do you want with me, sir?”

I whnt a little conversation with you, that’s
all.  Can’t you come ip for a quarter of an
hour )

“ If I could find any one to take my place at
the board,” replied Allen, who thought that some
overtwie might be.comind.« « If you will let me
step to the Spread-Eagle or write a note, I am
at vour service.”

1'he plan of writing a note was preferred, on
condition that Allen should not say whence or
why he wrot¢.  He saw that the gentleman
glanced over his shoulder, to see whether he kept
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his word, angi turning sharp round, held 4ip the
paper in Rowe’s fale, saying,

¢« There ise honour on the papteof us men, 1
assure you, sir, whatever susjficion teerais on he
part of you gehtlemen., Reml the note, if you
please.”

Rowe did as he was desired, disclaiming sus-
picion, of coursé, and getling gntangledein a
complimentary specch which Allen distened to
very ¢uietly, waiting, with his arms by his side,
for the end of it.

As an ending did not come readily, however,
the gentleman broke off in order t8 send the
note. He gave a penny to a Blfild in the street
to carry the note to the Sprea®-Eagle, and run
away directly without saying where he came
from ; and then returning, made Allen sit down
and take a glass of ale,>—particularly finc ale,—
such capital ale that the gentleman oflen mdulged
himself in a draught with a friend.”

When nothing more remained to be said
about ale, Mm Rowe sighed, and olserfed what
a pity itevas that people should fall out to their
mutual injur§, and that those who had power to
reconcile differences should not endeavour to do

50,

Allen asked whate party was sieant by this
description,

“ You,” replied Rowe, shaking him warmly
by the hand.” “ You must know, Allen, that
you can do what you please in the Union; and
I only, wish you knew how the masters look up
to you, and respect your manly, moderate con-

12
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duct,  Any praposxtlon from you would meet
with' _attention fong both phrties ; if vou would

&l bcfrtpardoﬁ sir; but you forget that
mv propositions are before the rhasters already,
“nd do not meet with attention. My propo-
sitions are those adopted by the Union—-"

“Yos, yes; 1 know well enough what they
are ; but you must bring forward somethmu
new. Is there nothing “else you can propose
that, we can suppors: without going from our
word ?”

« Just tell mme plainly,” said Allen, ¢ simce
you seem to hikesplain speaking : will you yourself
make a concessien about raising the wages to a
middle point, if we yield some of our deman