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Exh. No.

Translated by
Defense language Branch

INTERNATIONAL MILITAKY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ot al

VS

ARAKT, Sadaoc, et al

Sworn Deposition ( Trunslation)

Deponent s NISHIURA, Susumu

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet and in
A ~nee

accordance with the procedure followed in my country T hereu,) 2c;
as follows.

1, NISHIURA, Susumu, after having been first duly sworn according
to the custom of my country make the following statement;

1. I was formerly in service as Colonel and occupied the post of Chief

of Army Affairs Section, Military Affairs Bureau, Wer Ministry,
from 20 April 1942 to December 1944. In the Ministry I was in
charge of the establishment and institution of the army, I have &
thorough knowledge of how the business of treating Prisoners of War

was allotted in the arnmy both in principle and in practice. I
hereby statec es follows:

2, Prepared for the purpose of meking my statement understandable are
attached to this document.

3. The syatem of business in the army concerning the treatment of
Prisoners of War was regulated and practiged as shown in the attach-

ed papers.
After the capture of POW's by the Japanese Army, the following two

steps were followed as to the treatment of POW's,
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Def. Doec. #2203

(1) Treatment within the troops in operetions.

(a) When a front force captured FOW, after having made nccessa-
ry investigation and having prepared a POW roll and POW
diary, the prisoners werc delivered to the nearest office ..
of transportation and ecommunication.

(b) The commander of an army in operation who wanted to send
prisoncrs to the rear reportecd to Imperiel Headquarters

as to the number of the prisoncrs to be sent and further
the War Ministry was informed by the Imperial Headquarters.

When the War Ministry recceived & report about sending POW's
to the rear, the Ministry adviscd the Imperial Headquerters.
as to the ports or other pleces whcre POW's should bc sent,
and the Imperial Headquerters informed the War Ministry of
the date of arrival of POW's at the placc essigned.

In accordance with the orders of the Imperial Headquarters,
the office of transportation and communication would cscort

POW's to the dcsigneted placec and deliver them to the re-
celver who had becn designated by the War Ministry. '

(c) The commander of & foree in operation would .cstablish a
provisional POW camp to housc and supervise POW's until the

time of delivery, (Exh.No. 1965, Rcgulations Concerning the
Treatment of POW., Chapt I1I, Art XIT, XIII, XV, XVI, XVII).

Aftcr this delivery to the receiver designated by the War
Ministry, POW's came under the jurisdiction of the War Minister.
Beforc thet time, the trcatment of POW's was in the hands of

the troops in operations, so that any trouble occurring prior
to the time of delivery to the reeciver of the War Ministry
wes out of the jurisdiction of the Ver Minister.

Treatment within the Army Ldministrative system after coming

under the gurisdiction of Wer Minister.
ifter the receiver designated by the War Ministry received _0"'"»

POW's, they came under the jurisdiction of the War Minister
and werc put in a POW camp established by the War Minister.

(Ordinanec concorning POW comps, Art II, Exhibit No. 1965).
The POW camp wos superviscd by the army commander or defcnse *
commander dcsigneted by the War Minister. (Ibid Art III).

During the Peeific Ver therc were established a lot of POW cemps
at the front, In thet cose the ficld commander in operction and
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the like, supervised the POV cemps in his areas and his supervi-
sion wes put under the jurisdiction of the VWer Minister. A4s to
the provisional cemps mentioned sbove, the supervision thercof
wes beyond the jurisdiction of the Ver Ministcer,

The chicf superviser (i.e. ermy commander or defcnse commander )
in conformity with the rclevant regulations, ete., commanded
ond supervised the POW camp and leid dowm the POW cemp scrvice
rcguletions, thus toking cherge of all thc supervising business
eoncerning the FOW ecemp. (Ordinance concerning the POW cemp,
irt V, Rcpulotions coneerning the Treatment of FOW, Lrt XXI)
The busincss under the jurisdiction of the Wer Minister was
divided irte scveral parts end aseigned to the POW .dminist-
ration Department and cech Burcau in the War Ministry &s shown
in the atteched Table,

L8 regards coch allotted business also shown in the table, thet
of thc POW Dzpoertment wes provided by the Reguletions concern-
ing the Trecotment of POW and by the ‘djfutont ‘s Notification
(Dofense Zxhibit No. 1598), ond thet of cach Bureau in the Wer
Ministry indicetes the chief busincss which had conncction with

the trecatment of POW aand allotted to the Burecu according to
the reguleted officiecl system of the Wer Ministrye.

The POW .dministrction Deportment as a chief officc in charge
of the busincss under the supcrvision of the Viar Minister con-

qerning the trcatment of POV monaged the following business:

(1) Mattors coneerning the generel plens of trectment of POW
ond militery intcrnees nt the front; detention, supervi-
sion, exchcnege, recleaso, cmployment (labor, propcgande,
ete.), punishment, treatment, cte.

(2) Mctters concerning the labor to be imposed upon POU.
(3) Mtters concerning the communication of POW.

(1) Mattcrs concerning the punishment of POW.

(5) Motters concerning the labor and communication -of mi 14 taxry
internets &t the front.

The following arc neccssary explanations as to several import-
ent mattcrs:

5. The POW Adminietration Department was csteblished at the
cnd of Morch, 1642, in accordance with the Rcgulations
Conecrning the Trcetment of POW, montioned above. I have
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lcerned that in the past vars the business concerning the
treatment of POV wes nllotted to the bureaus in the Var
Ministry. It was generally thought et the beginning of
the lest was thet the 2bove 2llotment of the business wes
procticeble as in the past wers. The greatncss in number
of POYW and the complicated and extensive busincss of
trecating POV mode it necessary to have on office .exe:
clusively managing the business of the iear Ministry : .
concerntng the treatment of POWe The POW Administration
Department wes arrenged to be csteblished in the Ministry
to meet such demend, but wes actuclly cstablished as late
as ot the end of Mereh, 1942, under such circumstances.
As wes alreody steted ebowve, the business under the
Juristiction of the Ver Minister concerning the trecatment
of POV was conducted by the POW .dministration Depertment
as the rcsponsible officce The POV Lidministrotion Doporte
ment wes on the some level with other burcaus of the Jar
Ministry and wes not in 2 position to be controlled or
supcrviscd by the Militery Affeirs Burcou or any other
burgau. in the Ver Ministry, In fact, during my tcnurc
of officc a@s Chief of thc Militery Affairs Scetion, I,
et no time, geve orders to the egrid Depertment, for in
my belicf thc business eoncerning P07 should heve been
mannged by the POV Administrotion Deportment.,
Thc main business of which the Burcau of M litary Affeoirs
took echarge conececrning the P07, were ns shown in the
cttachecd tobles:
The mnin business eonducted in aceordonee with the above
were as follows:s

(1) To drcw up the Ordinance for POV cemps and the orgenization
of POV camps,

(2) To draw up the reguletions concerning the cstablishment
and organization of POW Administrction Department.

(8) To draft the rcply of vicc-minister concerning the applie-
cation of the Gencve Convention,

Ce Besides therc wos the so=called POW Information Burcau whieh
wvas manoaged by ier Minister. This was an orgonizaticn
spcelally established in aeccordance with the Hoguce Convention
end wes entircly scperocte from the Wor Ministry. This was
cltogether different from POV Ldministrction Deportment
cstoblished as onc of the scetions of iViar Ministry.
Furthermore, Chicf of the POV Information Burcau was not
subjecet to the control or supervisi on of Chiefs of the
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Burcau of M litory JAMfairs or other burcaus of Tar Ministry.
secording to the reguletion governing the POW Informption
Burccu, the same burcau, the soame bureau hed e right to

ask for veriousinformeticon from the opereting forces,

(L) Mistrecatment of PQUS:

The Bo~callcd mistrcotment of POW's in Moley and Bataen
Peninsulcs werce coscs which took place during or immedi-
etcly after the fighting and the POV's were not yct
brought undcr the jurisdiction of the Wwer Minister--namely,
they were still under the supreme commend systceme Thosc
prisoncrs engeged in the constructicn of the Tailande
Burme Reilwoy werc, for the most part, under the jurise
diction of the 7ier Ministcr,.

The construetion of the Teilend-Burmo Reilwey was carried
out by thc Commcnder-Genercl of the Southern Lxymy by

order of the Chicf of thec Generel Steff.

The Tar Ministry wrs eonsultcd by the Chicef of the General
Staff cbout this construction order. The various burcous
werc eonsultcd cecording to the division of business
stipulated in the Offiecial System of Orgonization, The

M litery Affairs Bureau tock chorge of the budget for
construction; the Mrintcnance Burcou, cormunication,
materisls ond labori and the POV fLdministrotion Depart-
mcnty labor, ctee Each Burecu and Department wos cone-
sultoa according tﬁ the bu31n05ﬁ in 1¥8. gharge, ond the‘*

#
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The Southern Jrea firmy undertook to carry out the cone
struction work, and the General Staff took the lead in
shortening or lengthcning the term of construection,
nlleviating tronsportation faecilitics ond increasing the
forccs, ctee The Dircetor of Transportation and Cormuni-
cation Burceuw underteok to dircet the constructien work,
as prcvioud y testificd by Lioutanant-gencral LAKIMITSU,
the then dircetor of that burcaus (Court Record in .
Japancsc, PP 1l4-l15)

s the prisoners engeged in the construction work werc
under the jurisdiction of thec Tor Minister, hc dis=
petehed HMADSA, Dircetor of the POV Informntion Bureou

and Chicf of thc POW.

On this 10 day of Jug, 1947
At Tokyo

DEPONENT /S/ NISHIUR), Susumu (scal)

“ b
4 the result 18 CownSo s cl.a'&ei ahcl the Minister 'a.hCL
Vice- Ministey ave d'oiwl:lT v-esromsiblt.




ofe DOCe #2203

I, KAZIM., Iscburc, hereby cortify that the above stetement VoS

sworn by thc Deponent, who effixed his signeturc and seal thoreto in

the presence of this witness.

On the samec dete, ot thc same plocee

witnoss: /S/ KiZMi, Iscburo (secl)

0..TH
Tn accordence with my eonscicnce I swear 10 toll the whole truth

withholding nothing cnd odding nothinge.

/s/ NISHIUR., Susumu (seal)




Def. DOC. #2203

Organization Concerning F.0.W. &ffairs in

the Var Ministry (Diagrar No. 2)

In addition, the personnels of POV Supervision Bureau and Dispensza-

Iy Bureau were dispatched to inspect the actual circumstances, therehy
taking all possible reform measures.

war Minister «-- Vice-Minister of War

Secretariate --- Affairs concerning the nandling of documents and other
general business, |

Fersonnel #ffairs Bureau --- Affairs concerning appointments and dismisals
and other personnel affairs.

Nilitary affairs Bureau --- affairs eoncerning organization, control of

budget, arrangement of units, various wartime
regulations, and international covenants.

Military Service Bureau --- Affairs concerning gendarmerie, military
decipline and morals, punishment, air defense,
prevention of espionage, and military police.

Bureau of Equipments --- Affairs concerning munitions production, military
labor, @ommunication and transportation.

Bureau of Accountants --- affairs concerning budgots, money, clothing,
food, building, and various war-timc regulations
for the accountants' Dopartment.

Bureau of Médical affairs --- aAffairs concerning sanitation, prevention

of epidemics, hospitals, medical suppl.es,
and various war-timec regulations for the

Medical Department,

Judicial Affairs Bureau --- Affairs concerning military administration of

Justice, amnesty, execution, and various war-
time regulations for the Judicial affairs
Department.
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F.OuV. Administration Department --- Affairs concerning general plans of

handling of F.0.W.s and military
internces at the front such as
accommodation supervision, exchange,
release, utilization, punishment,
and treatment; ocommunication and
punishment for F.0.W.s and military
internces at the front: and P.0.¥.s
labor.

Notes

1. The War Vinister supervises the F.C.K.'s Carmp and controls the F.0.VW.
Information Burcau.

The vice-Minister of War assists the ¥ar Minister and arrangcs depart-
mental affairs and akes charge of affairs of Sccretariate, each Bureau
and the P.0.W. Adrministration Department.

The chief of cach Bureau and the P.0.%. “drinistration Department

supcrvises the business in his own bureau or departmcnt according to
the order of the VWar Minister.

liith regard to the affairs of each Bureau, we quotc here only important
items which have connection with the trcatment of PCO.V.s.

The above are bascd on the 0fficial Organization of the Cabinct
(Exhibit #70), the Official Organization of thc War Minisitry (Exhibit
#7h), regulations for P.0.V.s and Riku-A-Mitsu (Army Asia Sceret)

No. 1108, the adjutant: of War Minister's notc in the Var Ministry.




