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Defs Docs # 2586 ' L Exh, No. 9 3{ 5

Translated by
Defense Lengvage Branch

INTRNGTIONAL MILITSRY TRIBUNAL FOR THT FiR ELST

ThHE UNITED STLTES OF .MERIC4, et al

A#RuKI, Sadao, et al

S.CHN DEFOSITION
Deponent: YaM.uGUCHI, Eiji
Having first duly svorn an oath as shovn on attached sheet and

in agcordance with ths procedure folloved in our coﬁntry I hereby

depose as fellous:

1. I, YL.X.GUCEI, Eiji, em an ex-lieutenant colonel and vas born

on the 11th of .ugust 1907« My present domicile is Nos 13l
" 3-Chome, Nanjo-cho, Takada City, Niigata Frefccturec. In 1926
I g;radimted from the Military iLcademy and in 1938 from the Staff

ColleuG., Having been detailcd on various scrvices since then, I

vas appointed steff officer of the Burma irca irmy on the 8th of
July in 1944, Though on the 18th of July 1945 my position had been
trensferred formaily to another one, I was in the service as the

stoff cfficer for oreraticns until the 20th of the same month.
e I have read the cxhitits and rcecorded testimonies of Witnesses,

botk of vhich are relatcd to the Japancsc Army's alloged unlawful
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Def. Loc. # 2586

acts in Burma. 1 will statoc hecre about the above exhibits and

tcstimonics as much as I knqw.

|
# (@) Concerning the alleged facts statcd in thirtcon c¢xhibits,

i narelyy Nos 1535(%;,, 1543(&) to 1550(e), inciusive, 1554(a) to

b 1558(a) inclusive, and 1579 to 1582(a) inclusive, 4ll of the above
oxkibits cxcept 1557(a) and 1558(a) scem to be the ones bearing on

l the alleged facts which occurred before General XIVURM took “he

gl post of Comrandcr of the Butma irca Lrmy on the iZ2th of Sepbtormbar

1944, The Tavey Internment Camp vhich appears in Fxhibits 1557(a)

-

and 1558(a) ras undcr the direct contrel of *he head of the 24th

VMixed Brigade belonging to the .Burma .rca axmy, In Decermber

1944, tvo and one-lialf ronths after KINMURL arrived in Burma, the

R Tavoy Internment vamp tvas transforred from the comrand of the

,.__ Burma .arce .army to the Thai Lrca .rmy by order of the Ccommander
3 of the Southsrp/quy, The Tavoy Intcornment Cermp vas put under

| G.AlTSRALL

r. the dircet control of the wnit which was wnder ecntrol of the

— e ——

Commaudexr of Thai -réa army and stationed in Tavoy,

, f (b) Concerning the alleged facts which appear in the trventy-
one cxhibits, namely 1536(a), 1559 to 1578(a) inclusive, and the
facts te which both witnesscs, Mr. Jobn Willieams and Va jor John

Ketdnr Lloyd, testificd on the 17th of December 1946:

) I% appears from these that tho fazts mrc related to the

alleged ill treatment by the Japénesc arries acn2 tc var Frisoners,

such as using therm for the consirtcticn of the Thei-Buima Railway.

; The construction of the Thai-Burma Reilway had been complcted

!
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alrecady a yeoer before Genercl KIMURA arrived at nis post as the

Commander of the Burma Area Army and moreover, the cohstruction,

operaticn or managenznt of which was conducted by the commander
the Field Railwey Corps then uuder the direet control of the
Comiander of Southsran General srmy. ‘he commander of the Bumme
Area frmy had nothivg ta do with the Burma-Siam Reilway.

(¢c) Concerning the alleged facts which appear in exhibits
1584 and 1585(a):

It appears from these that the alleied facts are releted
to the alleged 11l treatment by the Japanese araies of the war
prisoners, such as using them for constructing bhe wergui-Kirihkan
Road from April 1945 to August oY the seue year. Since December
1944, Hergul Area, not to mention Tevoy Arew, entered under the
control oI the commander of the Chei Area Ay in accordance with

the order of tue Coimander of sSouthern Generel aAiiy. Airihkan 1s

in Theiland. The commander of the Burama Area Army hed nothing
Lo do with the iergui-dirihcan Kailweyr.

(@) Concerning the allcusd fwets wiich aprear in the fifteer
exhibits, nemely 1537(u) to 1547(a ) iuclusive; 1551(a) to 1555(a)
inclusive and 1585(a):

It appecrs from tihesse thot some of the facts occurred during
General KIMUKA's tenure ot of1ice &s the comacnder of the Bumaa
aTeu Army. The authorities of the Arec aray neadiuarters
knew nothing about the slleged focts appeafing in tne said exhibite
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and never issued any orders in céﬁnection therewith.

Since the allaged facts vhich appear in the exhibits,
narely, a part of 1539(a) and 1541(a), 15&2(5), 1543(a), 1545(a),
and 1546(a) are uhdated. I shall mention them no further.

LZver since General KINURh;&rrivéd at his post as the commander
of th; 3urma arca .rmy, our.Japanese army v.as continuously being
defeated, thus they vereput in an awkvard predicarent, Nevertheless,
General KIMUR4 offercd his serious efforts for the maintenance of
the military discipline and for the grasping of the popular feeling
throughout his tenure of office, ke also endeavored to drive home
his lesson_by all means to his subordinate cormanders vho also did
thelr best to obey their Commander, .as such vas the circumstances,
I firmly belicve that at that tirme the military discipline was
strictly maintained and Japan and Burma verc friendly.

--% The wviation Division in Burma, the Hikari Organ in charge of
liaison affairs with the Indian National urmy, the South Field
hailvway Corps, the Marine Transport Corps and the Naval Base Forces,
all of whom were in Burma, were not under the cormand of General
KIVURue

Ca this 15th day of Septembér 1947

at Tokyo

Deponents /s/ Yidu.GUCHI, Eiji (seal)
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1, KORETSUNE, Tatsumi, hcreby certify that the above statement

waa.snorn by tho Leponent, vho affixcd his signature andlseal thereto
in the precsence of this witness,

On the s=me date,

at tue same place,

iitness: /s/ KORETSUNE, Tatsumi (seal)

CLTH

By my conscience, I svear to tell the truth, conceal nothing

and add nothing,

/s8/ YAAGUCHI, Eiji (seal)

N e bt . alhaiies m
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