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TIWPERIATIONAL \TLIFARY TRIBUMAL® FOR THD FaR,BAST .

r

TET UNTTED STATES OF AMERICA, et al’

-8 - - . ‘ ‘ . .

ARAKTI, Sedao, et al

AFTTDAVIT OF
KOLATSU, Mitsuhiko.

e KOMATSU, Mitsuhiko, state under oath. as follows:
1. My present sddress is No. 1986’Yamada-machi, Kami-gun,
itochl Prefecture. :

2 b i waé appdintgd in theﬁwinﬁar'nf l?hO.theLAssistant
vilitary Attache and concurrently t1e -35sisting Member of the °
Tripertite Mixed Comnission Japaﬂ-sarmeny—ltaly in Berlin. I

arrived in Berlin via Siberia tozetnzx Jieh Ambassador OSHIMA 3
in February 1941. T was appointed the 1I711itery Lttache. and
ntioned Coumission et the

soncurrently the member of the above Le
beginning of 1943 succeeding Lt. General Banzai and steyed on
my post until the end of the war. puring the touXr of wmy duty in

Berlin I wes at first }'a jor General, and later. Lt., Genersdl.

e Japanesg members of the Tripartite Hixed Commission ir

Berlin based on the Tripaertite Pact were Ambassador OSIiTua for
ceneral Banzal end Vice Adriirel llomure Tor the
rilitery snd Minister l-atsushima for the Feonomic Comuission.
These commissions were naver convened until the cutbreak of the
Pacific Wer. Lven after 1ts outbreak they met only two OT three
times, and were never sonvenaed efter the beginning of 1943 when
1 beceme & member of the Military Commission succeeding

Lt. Ceneral Ranzai. I heerd from LtG. General Banzal that during
the meetings there wers only propegandistic reports on the past

war situetion by the Germen side.

b o Shortly after the outbreak of the Pacific War, the
Militery Agreement betwesn the three sountries of Japen, Germany,
and Itaely was conc luded in Janusry 1942, This was & purely
Militery Agreenent soncerning matters of the High Command. AS
far as I know and neard from lete Military Attsche Benzal,
Ambassador OSHIMA was in fact not at all sonnected with this

matter.

Ambassador OSHINA told and consulted the military and

naval attaches &and other higher Embassy of ficials whenever he

received instructions from Tokyo or had talks with Gernan leaders,
1ittle information was

He was often telling us that because very
received from the Jepanete Government, it was regretteble that he
sould not know the policy of the Japenese covernment, and that

he could not talk serious matters with the Gerush side &s

~ gspecially he iid not know the future plan of Jepén. What
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Ambassador OSHIMA thought most important on his errival in Berlin
was, as 'I"heéard fram him, to find out what perspective or plan
Germany had for the future of the.Eurppeen war, &nd especially,
whether end when she was in fact going to serry out landing
operations against England and what preparations she was making.

6 I heard from Asmbassszdor OSHIMA thet Germany desired
Japan to atteck Singapore in the spring of 1941, but I learned
from him thet on this Singapore question he wes only expressing
his personal opinion on the basis of the militery.comcon sense

he ecquired as en ex-soldier and he did not broach this question
on his own initiative. This Singapore question was brought out
only before the outbresk of the Germen-Russian war, and thereafter
Germany chenged her mind &nd.asked Jepen to attack Soviet Russia,
according to what I heard from Ambasssdor OSHILA,

Lk, I wes allowed to see importent telegrams Ambessador
OSEIMA .sent to Tokyo prior .to or after the dispatch. I never
read & telegram by which Ambassador OSHIMA @s his own opinion

. recommended such ettacks to Tokyo,

8o\ Very littlo information was received from-Teokyo &as ,
mentioned ebove. .. We in Berlin, including Ambassador OSHIMA,.
received almost no communication concerning the Japanese-American
negotistions and could not understand the situation in Jepen well,
Amﬁahaadqr OSHIMA expressed his opinion, even when he received !
the ingtructions to negotiate for the Non-Separate Peace Treaty |
immedie tely before the outbreak of the wer; that wsr would not be
opened between Japsn and the United States. Such being the
circumstances, I was very much surprised when I heard the attack

- on Pesrl Harbor by foreign radio broadcast., Ambassador OSHIMA
and all the others who gathered et the Embassy shortly thereafter

.expressed to each other their greetest surprise, &lso.:

" {(s)’ KOMATSU, Mitsuhiko
‘' ' A% Tokyo, 31 March 1947

Witness; SHIMANCUGHI, Tatsulki
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