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THE OpBiHiIng Statemont in
Defenco of ARALKI, Sadao,

If it pleases the Tribunal, we would liko to prosont ccuntor-
ovidonoe in rofutation of the charages and assertions cf the

Prosecution againat the accused ARAKI.
1. The charges of the Prosecution againsd ARLK]I aro as

fcllowst |
Togéthor with all the rther aocouseds oounts 1 to 17, 27 %Yo

32, 34 ond 44,
Togethor with some other accuseds counts 18, 19, 23, 25,

26, 33, 85, 465, 46, 47, and 51 to &5.
The Progsocution, howevor, pcints out only tho f~1lcwing

public oarear of ARAKI:
Minister of Wor (Dec. 13, 1931 =-- Jan, 23, 1934)
Cabinet Councillor (Octe 15, 1937 =--- May 26, 1938)

Ministryr ~f Education (May 26, 1938 =-=-- Aug. 30, 1939)
Chairmen of Moticnal Spirituanl Mobilization (Mar. 28, 1939 ===

Aug. 30, 1939)

04

Cabinet Councillor (Dec. 1, 1939 --=- hug. 3, 1040)

Such boing tho caso oxcept feor ARAKI's cecupctirn of TX&

abnrvo-monti-ned prsitions, the chargos ngeinst ARLKRI fer thr

remaining ;iiﬂd must be clearly exprossod; cn tho cther hand
s

in this ccnnocticn the Prosecuticn only vaguely onumorates

ccunts, ngainst which, we thorofcre submit, ne cpunter-
ovidence is neeassnry, but only a chart that will show at a gluy e
ARAFI's nen=involvement with such counts should sqffice.

2 Evidence of his n-n-participation in conspiraocy.

The Prosecutinn asserto? that ARAKI p@rticipated in aecne-
repepgated agprossicn and instigated young officers.

spiracy, p
f Ve will show thot ARLEKI §is nct a chauvinist; n<r a Fascist, let
alone an aggressicnist, but a believer in KO DO (the Imperial
Way ), a gonuine.NiPponism. ind the KO DO that he bolioved 1n
is a moderate, unbiasod course of service, and according to its

ss Doctrine a public roed, through hoaven and earth, and e&n
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everlasting path for humenity, which is in falliable for
all ages and true in all places. He will further prove

his ideas are not so superstitious, self~concelited and
conservative as to threaten world peace; that he is a paci-
fist and a humanitarianj that in all his speeches, articles
~and actions he has been advocating this KODO for world
peaée, and that these speeches articles and sctions have
been definitely opposed to the instigation of propaganda
and instruction for any aggressive war., As to HAKKO ICHIU
we can clearly prove in what sense he used the ﬁhrase.

We will prove that he taught the Army to act as the
Imperial -forces, which meant they should carry out the
Tmperial virtue of benevolence, and that his motto in training
the Army was: "Never be resented by the enemy 1in victory;
be loved by the natives during your garrison."”

From his experiences in World War 1, he warned the world
that warfare was deteriorating to a brutal combat; that
even in an inevitable defensive war he condemned the use of
poison gas or bacterlia as a crime, and contended that the
destructive power of weapons should be limited and that war
damage upon women, children and other non-combatants should be
avoided at all costs. We will further prove that he did not
believe, from his view of KODO, that inpending political
issues between Japan and suvch countries as China, the Soviet
Union, Britain and the United gtates should be settled by

war; that his past has been a series of struggles against
oD o
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radicalism; that Japan could not ‘escape from the world-wide confusion
around 1930; thet Japan wes suffering from unusunl and dé\fastuting

cercumstences which occurred one after another.internally as well s
-cx‘tcrnally; that he devoted hiz:zsolr_ to solving these incidents eond
succeeded in settling thom ell one by one, Falta. however, secms to
have forbidden him eny further efforts, for on Jenuery 1, 1934, aftpr
his settlement of the Menchurian Incident, he becmﬁa seriously ill,
partly from his overwork ang he resigned from War hﬁniéiership.

Because of his worry over the miserable destiny Japan was procipitately

following, he was obliged to leave the politicel ercne.

That, From his Vviewppbitt of XODO he oppesed expansion of operations

in the Chine Incident, as well 88 the Tripartite Pact for fear lest
it should lead to a iworla wer,

41l the above will be proved by documentary as well as orcl evidencee
g P We will orove thet it was because of ARAKI's effortc b'irt .
Monchurian Incident and the 1lst Shanghai Incident were scttlcd with
the least possible damage, thus preventing them from develbping into
& wholesele disturbance of Fast Asia,

We will show thet the Menchurien Incident had some factors which
could heve lecd to a grent internoticnel eruption; that the Incident

had broken out thraee months before so that it oould not be returmed to

Status quo ante when ARAXT was oppointed Minister of War, and that in

Menchuria the movement for undependence had been brewing because of its

historicel background ang hed swayed the entire Manchurian population,
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This however, has already been proven, to some extent, in the generel

phasc, We will hawever show that the measures taken by him since he

became Wor Minister wore neither oggressive nor indicetive of occupation, ' )
but aimed at the protection of Japon's rights end interests and her

residents, in accordence with internctional lew and were the realization

of a cabinet decision to terminate hostilities at the earliest possibla

dete; that there were two measures to be taken to cease fire, that one

wes to pacify dis turbences by bendits, and ©o repulse other chellenging
eotivities end to conclude & truce and the other wes to colm Japan's iatorns
{nternsl excitement and to meke the nation reflect upon herself, and that
[R/KI succceded in realizing these two stcps perfectly. Furtber, that

LARART wes elweys prudent }n dealing with cstablishment aond recognition

of Manchukuoj that he fulfilled his duty, respecting the opinions of the

Foreign Office authorities and in ecting eccordance with the Governrment's
principle thet he not only mede afforts to ceese hostilities, and 1o
prevent them from expanding into general disturbances, but that he ¥
tried to propcse, despite strong opposition and even £t the risk of his
1ife, 2 For Eastern pecce conference with 2 view to esteblishing a i
foundetion for ﬁeace in the East; thoat at his resignotion cn account
of illness from overwork, he entrusted thé Cobinet with his plen to
secure peece. We will esteblish this fect.
We will further show thct as to internationsl relations, he always

followed a principle of mutunl cooperationz that he opposed o premcture

S 1 I
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recognition of Nhnchqﬁuo; that after the Shanghoi Incident he effected
evccuation of all the military péfsonnel despite powerful 0ppositioﬁ;
that he was the lcst mon to sgree to withdraw from the lLeegue of
Nationse When he leé%ed this to Be inevitable, he tried to establish
a plen for world peace in cooperction with Great Britein and the
United States; thet in decling with military effairs occording to the
Government 's policies, he respected intornational treatics end never
trospassed beyond thiir limits, We shall also estoblish this foct

to the satisfection of this tribunel,

Further that bhe respected the independence of Monchukuo and
wished for her, &s in her decleretion, to be an ideal state as an
oagis of stobility in East Msie, and thet he hed no such wild fency
as to consider Menchukuo &s o puppet stote.

L. We will estéhlish the feet that ARAKT had no conmnection with the
Army since 1936,

We will also prove thet while ARJAKI was Minister of War, the
Mey 15 Incident broke out; in which not even one young ermy officer
perticipated;that the February 26 Incident, however, was en illegal

The Imperial sLrmy
action undertaken by young officers to the discredit of reverence for

N
which LRAKT hod alwoys advoccted; that ARAKTI wes much concerned about
it, and that though quiet reigned for a time, after LRAKI's resignotion

of the post, they

}
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disliked ARAKI's sound and modarate tdéai, and at the time of the

Incident they refused to 8ee nim whon Minister of War KAWL SHIMA

asked them tn dc 80.

Wo will show that A4RAKI and {five other gencrals were obliged
to leave actual service assuming moral responsibility for the con-
fsaeion causecd by the ' incident, as it was the proper and ecxpccted
thing to do beccause 1t should have been incumbent upon 3Iny supcpior
~fficcr of the army to have known and prevented it in its ineche |
tion even though they were unaware of such nctivities; that as seon
as they retired from active service, a system was enforced that a ‘

¥Minister of War should bc aﬁﬁointed from the active list, which
was aimed particularly at these six generals tO deprive them
from becoming 1« ﬁinister_of War, at any time in the futurc.
Witness TaWaKha, Ryukichi introduced to the court the so-
called KODO group. Ve will prove that there cxisted no such
party, that such a nomination wes mot made, RO¥ asserted by ARAKI
or his friends, but that some one or anovher began to call those
who were in sympathy with KODOism stach as ARAKI, the KODO Zroub.
Wo will further show that those who rejocted such KODO spiritua-

1ism, as boing too unwieldy and considored above everything else
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control or an all mobilization cempalgn system like that of
Germany in World War I were called the Control group, wWe will
establish the fact that almost all of the so-called KODO group
were expelled from the Army on the pretext of liquidation
after the Februasry 26 Incident, though they hade no connec-
tion with it,

We will show that the PrOSBCuﬁion has mistaken Gen., A4RAKI
as a leader of the military clique. We will prove that the wo.~
world-wide fame.of Gen. ARAKI was won 15 years ago by his
meritoreous service when he had settled perfectly the Manchurian

Incident preventing it from affecting all Fast Asia, and we

well explain by evidence and the reason why he himself who hag

been so famous was soon expelled from the Army and Mevygr even

once organized a cabinet,

O¢ We will establish the fact that though Prince FoONOYR
asked ARAKI to settle the China Incident, ARAKI could not do
80 1n his capac{ty of Minister of ecivil affairs,

We will show fhat Prince KONOYR recognized the sincere

and earnest desire for peéce in Gen, ﬂRuKI and others,
who were called the KODO group when the Prince made every

effort to have them try to help settle the China

ot IR 2
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Incident as they had dome with the Manchurian Incident.

e will pls‘ove,tﬁat. cabinet counoillorship was a ays';aﬁ created
by Prince KONOYE with the object of settling the Inocident with the

help of sueh prudent men as Gen. 4RAKI even in his retiremont and

-othérs and that he made LRAKT togethexr with Meam.. tmn and m

11

gater his cabinet after the above-mentioned remowvation, a& they woulq
be uaelosq to hin outside the O&bmtn ~:;f=_ e g Ty

However wa will further show that after his renovation of the
cabinet Erince KONOYE hurriedly organized a system of The five Minister
conference (Fremier, var, Navy, Foreign, and Finance Ministers) which.

Ther- fer e
practically. nullified his. previous, plan; ag, Minister off Bducation, LRLKT *

A, :
had- no opportunity.whatsocever- in this c&pﬂci:tyffz_mkeﬂ any’ contrivutions: to:
settling the Incident even though he was a. cabinet. member:.

de vill & ow also that there was no truth to the fact that. Bducation
Mipister.qﬁqﬂ‘s_tmngthemd nilitary- training-at: schools;, as-he was
op_p_os,edto*_a:pansipn“of_ the Incident;. thaet he opposed!banishmentt of
sams 3_ew:}5t; professors, and that he nede an address-to dnerican NISEIg:
(gf}mn_;‘equssted for.his advice) to the effect that: if thém,ahould.be
any..wer.between Japen and smarica it: was: their:duty-as: good citizens: to
be loyal and faithful to the U.S., end that if: it afﬂlintbﬁhthmmorally
they should do their best- to prevent:eny such wars. We will. establiah tha

fact that he apposed eliminaticn of English from school curriculums assit'

reant isolated self-complacency;.that he contended that:Japan's: . cultural -
agreemicnt should be reached not:only with Germany butvwith the whole wr;r.‘td;j'-:
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Wo will clearly show that the chairmansﬁip 6f the National Spiritual '

of Education; that it was a t¥pe of spiritual elevation movement, and that
tho ?rcisccuticlsn maecmisigken it for the charirmanship of a deliberation
council uwider the Na'bioﬁal Mobilization law which"'was fundamentally dif- . :
fcrent ‘f:.*o:r. the former.
6. We will prove that after his retircment from public life ARAKI had no
connection with the current problems.

we will sho"f: that realizing a Minister of civil affairs was quite J

futile in solving the incident he retired from any administrative office '

Sg-
S =

with his resignation from the HTRANUMA Cabinet. 5

We will esteblish the fact that his councillorship in the XBE and the ]

YONAI Cabinots vas accepted in consideration of his friendship with both

Fremi or;,in view of their carnest requests; that a cabinet councillor -

system had become purely nominal by that time, and that the Frosecution
has confuunded the Cavinet councillior system (established on Oct. 15, 1937)
with the cabinet advisory council system (crganized in March, 1943); that
these offices were creeted for diffafent'cbjectives. and that the cabinet
#Quncillor, cmoamne having been accused on account of his holdng bhis post, ﬁfﬁ-f y {
was an honorary poet, fnaving merely the functlon privately to smte his ’ 1
opinions to the Premier without any official responsibility.

We will prove that at the formation of the YONAI Cabinct Promier YONAT *'?'(5-3 o

asked £RA.LI To be Home Minister to cooperate with him in settling the

incidsnt, but that he refused the offer on the ground that he was not

) 6 e
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sufficiently confident in view of ths gneral trend of the time, and
. - < ° ' X3 '

that thus he was not in touch with politieal activities,

that when ARAKI refused

it the Fremier himself visited him at his residence, that though they

hotly discussed the mother for about five hours, ARAKI did not accept even

that post, as ks wng at.con

Zly cvilsad to the Imperial. Rule Assistance

Assoclaiion end the Tripartite Pact, and that from this time their public

intercourse was suspended for all time thereafter.

We will present evidence in covering conspiracy, the anchuriaul

: e
Incident, the China Incident, and ARAKI's activities after his retirment,

I\

dealing with the mbove-mentioned six items in complete and conclusive

refutation and dewial of all the charges in the Indictment.

=% 3
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