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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
UNITED BTATES ARMY FORCES, PACIFIC
WAR CRIMES BRANCH

7 March 1946
MEMORANDUM TO: Prosecution Section (Report No., 233)

THRU : Executive Officer, Viar Crimes Branch

SUBJECT : Davao Penal Colony and Davao City Civilian
Internment Camp.

IT. SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE:

a. The Davao Penal Colony, in Davao, Mindanao, P.I.,
was operated by the Conmonwealth Covernment as an insular
penitentiary. The evidence is conflicting as to when te
Japanese took over the Colony, but it appears that it was
first occunied by a unit of the Japanese Navy under the
command of Captain YAWADA sometime 1in January 1942 (R 73,

79, 87), and then elements of the army under Major MAZDA,
Kazuo %ook it over sometime in February (R 87) or Sentember
(K 745 1942. When the Japanese occupied the Colony, they
took full control of the entire camp incluvding about one
thousand civilian evacuees (R 87), about five hundred

insular prisoners, and an unknown number of guerrilla
detainees in the area (R 88). There is no evidence as to
when the Japanese began to operate the Colony as a prisoner
of war camp, but in Octeober 1942, a large group of Japanese
soldiers arrived with American mllitary orisoners (R 74).
Most of the Awericans came from nrisoner of war camps in
Malaybalay, ‘E'ul«ri.o:lm.:nn;J lindanao, P. I., and Cabanatuan,

Nueva kcija, Luzon, 2. I. ZRBetween October 1942 and June 1944,
there were from two thousand to two thousand two hundred
American prisoners of war in the camp (R 57, 64, 79, 151),
This number gradually decreased due to deaths, escapes and
transfers, On 14 March 1944, over five hundred guerrilla
prisoners were also brought £o the Davao Penal Colony (R 67).
The Filipino civilian evacuees were housed in the Guards'

and Employees' Quarters (R 73), the insular prisoners, in
the warehouse (R 88), and the American prisoners, in fhe
barracks and in the compound formerly occupied by the
insular prisoners (R 78, 88, Ex 2, 3).

From the time the Japanese army took over the Davao Penal
Colony until 10 April 1944, MAEDA, Kazuo, was the commanding
officer of the camp (R 3, 21, 27, 31, 35, 40, 49, 55, 74, 87,
129, 133). He was succeeded by fAKAéﬂKI, Iku, who remalned
commanding officer of the camp until June 194& (R 133), There-
after the camp was placed under the control of Captain KUNNO's,
Jiro, unit (R 83), the HAYASKEI Unit, the SAKAMOTO Unit, and
the ﬁield Depot Company under Capta{n UYEMURA until finally
evacuated in September 1944 (R 84).

During the first three months, Hod in the camp was
satisfactory (R 10, 31). However, throughout the entire period
from March 1943 to September 1944, food furnished the prisoners
of war was inadequate, consisting of from three hundred to




’
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five hundred and fifty grams of rice per day, weed ("kangkong'' )
soup, and camotes, improperly prevared. For want of oroper

and adequate food, one-third of the more than two thousand
nnieoners were at all times suffering from beri-beri, scurvy,
nellagra, and various other skin diseases. About seventy-five
prisoners actually died of starvation or malnutrition (R 67).
Inadequate feeding of the prisoners was not due to lack of
food for there was plenty which was merely allowed to rot, some
of which were raised by the prisoners themselves (R, 205 125

Ao 37k 38295, 50, 575 04y OFy 1y 14y 1 76, 105, 109).

No medical supplies were issued to the prisoners until
some were received from the Red Cross. Little or no medical
care was provided (R 2, 12, 79, 89, 90). No clothing was
jssued ané most of the time the nrisoners wore nothing but
G-strings (& 68, 74, 79, 94, 100, 108). They were not even
allowed to wear shoes received from the Red Cross (R 33),
and many of the Red Cross nackages were not distributed to
the prisoners (R 89).

“ousing accommodatlions were inadequate. One hundred
fifty to two hundred orisoners being housed in quarters
intended for only fifty to sixty men (R 39, 50, 64, 148).

The buildings were infested with bedbugs, lice and rats (R 39).

There is no evidence concerning the sanitary facilities
in the camp except the statement of the Jananese medical
of ficer, YOSHIMURA, Osamu, to the effect that there were
two latrines which could accommodate forty men each
located fifty meters from the barracks (R 148),

Prisoners were forced, over thelr nrotests, to construct
airfields (X 4, 45, 46, 105, 108, 149).

Collective punishment of prisoners was frequently
resorted to for individual infraction of rules, For the
escane of ten pnrisoners, all the prisoners were transferred
to a detention compound, their food rations cut in nalf for
several weeks and they were forced to perform hard labor
(8. 3, 39, 40, 50, 524 55, 104)3 the entire camp went without
food for three whole days because onc nrisoncr escaped (R 12).
six hundred fifty prisoners were forced to line up, nuce, and
the penis of each burned with lighted cigarcttes because two
tin shears were discovered in the barracks (R 32)s fifteen
men on a basket-making detail were punished, forced to sit
upright at attention and beaten for the risdeed of one (R 57).3
and eight men were nlaced in the guardhouse for two weeksi

tortured and beaten because seven orisoners escaped (R 62) .

For flimsy reasons or none at all, prisoners Werec confined
in the guardhouse for long periods oOT otherwise punished
SYtheut trial (R4, 23, 24, 27; 325 385 39y .99, 27 59, 62,

644, 664 67 69%. 793 89, 91, 93, 94, 99, 104) .

There were innumerable beatings (R 27) by fists (R 34,
66), rifles (R 21, 38, 66, 75, 89), bayonets (R 21), revolvVvers
(R 24). sabers (R 34), bamboo voles (R 21, 66), sticks (R 38),
clubs (R 88), rubber shoes (R 10), shovels (R 94), kicking
(R 68), and slapping (R 89) .

Aside from beatings, prisoners were tortured in several
different inhuman ways: kept in a kneeling position for
periods extending to threc days (R 12, 62); forced to kneel
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on cinders and rocks, with arms extended, and to carry
boards and bricks with the body leaning backwards so that
the entire weight would fall to the rear (R 27):; com-
pelled to stand or kneel in water or warm tea whilec live
electric wirces were apnliied to the body (R 57, 59, 104);
tied to a barbed-wire fence with arms outstretehed while
burning boards or sticks were appnlied to his body or facc
(R 69). Prisoners were forced to hit each other until
they bled (R 94),

American prisoners of war werc used as targets in
bayonetl practice resvlting in death or serious injury to
many (R 71).

During bombing raids, prisoncrs werc not allowed to
seek shelter, thus exposing them to bombings and gunfire

(R 69).

Prisoners werc forced to work from ten to fourteen
hours a day (R 10, 108).

Filivino eivilians and insular prisoners vere also
subjected to these tortures. Personal belongings, food
and utensils of the civilians were confiscated. They were
slapped, kicked and beaten (R 74). Insular prisoners were
clubbed, kicked, slapped, shot, bayonetted, tortured,
exposed to bombings, starved, éivested of moncy, clothes
and other personal belongings, denied medical aid ancg forced
to perform hard labor in quarries, airdromes and other
giligggy projects for long hours (B 68, 69, 70, 89, 93,
4, =

bo Also included in th2 record is cvidence of atrocities
comnitted by the Jananese at the Amcriean civilian intern-
ment camp in Davao City during the period from 20 December
1941 to 25 December 1943 (K 112-128), On 20 Dccember 1941,
the Japancse found the American residents of Davao City in
the Davao Club Building where they had oreviously congre-
gatcd in anticivation of thec coming of the Jananese (R 113).
Another American resident, who was anirehendecd on his way
from a convent to his hotel and who was previously dctained
in prison in the Davao constabulary barracks after having
been beaten and looted of his money, watch and other
personal belongings, was brought to the Davao Club Building,
bringing the. total number of internces to thirteen (R 122
123, 124, 126). These internecs werc moved from one builéing
to another until finally, in August 1942, they werc quartcrcd
in a dancc hall at the outskirts of the e¢ity, The number of
internees grew to two hundred and fifty-four (R 113). On 21
August 1942, two hundred and eighty other Ameriecan civilians
from Zamboanga arriyved in Davao City and were interned in the
same dance hall (R 119). This dance hall was a one-story
bulilding, about sixty feet long and thirty feet wide, which
had only one room where the internecs were placcd wi%hout
regard to sex or age. It had nzither furniture nor beds and
the internees slept on the wooden floor which was wet most
of the time because the roof leaked, and it rained almost
cvery day. There was only a few fect of yard svace where the
internees dug a trench for cooking thecir food and two
latrines, one for womcn and tie other for men. The internces
had to buy their own “ood because no food was furnished by the
Javanese. Their diet consisted only of a small arount of r ice
and grass soup, and four internces died of malnutrition. They
were not given medical supvlics nor meaical treatment, The
Japanese guards constantly beat and mistreated the internces
(R 119). On 25 December 1943, the internees were shipped to
Manila (R 113, 118, 122),
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