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XII. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA.

This sweep, which had for its target Jimmaichi and Yemagata Airfields,
endeavored to reach the area for about 45 minutes, however, due to low clouds,
rain squalls and surrounding mountainous terrain, the flight was forced to seek

targets of opportunity along the coast. Metsushinma Airfield was elected to be

the target. It had been well worked over by previous attacks and only & handfull
of good aircraft was left and those difficult to separate from the duds. A

bombing run was made against the servicing installations on the north side of the
field, which resulted in the destruction of two hangars, two barracks and two shone.
The attack was made west to east from 10000 feet down to 2000 feet. ILwo planes
were seriously hit in their dives and retired over the water with two €sCoT U S
circling near them, The remainder of the flignt made approximately four rocket

and strafing runs each and succeeded 1n destroying seven aircraft and damaging

six. All planes rendezvoused and returned to base safely.
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