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HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(P4ACIFIC)
C/0 POSTMiLSTER, SiN FRu.NCISCO
INTERROGATION INO., (USSBS 195) Place: Tokyo
NAV. NO. 46 Date: 27 October 1945

Division of Origins Naval ianalysis Division.

Subject: Battle of QUADALCANAL - MIDW.Y - MUND.. and RaBilUL

Personnel interrogated and background of each:
Lieut. Comdr. S. YUNOKI, IJN. Main battery Fire Control
director on HIEI (BB) at Bottle of GULDALCsaNAL 12-14 Nov-
ember 1942. Gunaery Officer on DD at Battle of MIDWAY,

escorting transports. Gunaiery Officer, MUND. Februery -
Junéeé 1943,

Where interviewed: Room 340, MEIJI Building.
Interrogator: Captein C. Shands, USN.
Interpreter: Lieut. Comdr. D. Bartlett, USNR.
nllied Officers Present: Nene.

SUMMARY

(a) HIEI received about 85 hits from cruisers during night battle
at GUnDoLChNLL, 12-13 November 1942, Dive-bombed and torpedoed
during next day. Sank from demage &nd scuttling night 14 November,

(b) Transports reccived one unsuccessful high horizontesl-bomber
attack late afternoon 3 June. No hits but possible minor super-
structure damege from one near miss. Night attack from = seaplane,
One tronsport demeged but not sunk. 4bout 1000 Marines destined
to occupy SalND ISLaND and 1000 srmy for EaSTERN ISL4ND, Trense
ports joined mein body end returned JuaP.N following carrier bcttle.

(c) MUNDs& &nd KOLOMB.LNG.ER: Field used for steging plenes in attacks
on GU&D:a#LCaNAL, MWMUNDs under constant bombing attacks by dive and
torpedo~bombers from GUaD.LCANAL, Food ond ammunition dumps reg-
ularly destroyed. Runways demeged but repeirable., KUROSHIO ond
OYASHIO (DDs) sunk by dive-bombers while assisting KAGERO (DD)
which was sunk by mines. XIRIGAWA MARU sunk by dive-bombers off
VELLA LAVELL4, MINEGUJO cnd MUR4S&ME (DDs) sunk by cruisers in
night zction. Mines in vicinity of MUNDA seriously effected supply
lilnes. Heavy bombers domage RaRaUL landing strip; dive-bombers dom-
age supply ships,
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TRANSCRIPT
Transeript of Interrogation (Lieut. Comdr. YUNOKI, 3., IJN)

GUADALCLNAL

N, What was your mission at the Battle of GUaD4LCiaNaL, 12-14 Nov-
ember 19427% |

4e I wes Fire Control Director for the main battery on the HIEI

(BB), which was Vice ndmireal #BE's flegship. We were leading
he KIRISHIM.. and were supposedto bombard the airfield, but

when we saw your ships we bomberded them insteed. We %hink

we scnk several, but we hed spceeisl ammunition for the fiecld
so were not too sure.

Q. How meny hits did you recelve?

i, about 85 hits zbove the waterline from cruisers and destroyers
durinz the night action. WNo torpedo hits until the next dey,
We were hit by o number of eircraft torpedoes, but only three
exploded., We rcceived dive-bomber hits several times during fthe

L)

very high. There may have been two groups of bombers. No hits.

Q. Was the HIZI sunk s & result of these Hits®

.  ibout noon we were attecked by 9 Boeing bombers which were

he No, it wos scuttled during the night. we lost about 300 men out

of 13000

Q. Were ony ships sunk during the night of the 12th?

;.. I don't think so. We did not have redar and when we turned on
our search lights the americcn cruisers concentrceted upon the
HIEI, whieh was rot lost until thec next night.

Qs Before the HIEI sank, did it bombcrd GU.DuLCLNLL?
e No, the demrge was too grezt. When it wzs dark we transferred
to destroyers. We went to RABAUL then to TRUK.

MIDWaY

Ae What wes your mission at MIDWAX?
Qe I was Gunnery Officer on & destroyer., We escorted supply &nd
troop transports to occupy MIDWeY. 2nd Destroyer Squadron,

JINTSU flsgship. 12 destroyers sbout 1Y transports. .bout 1000

Merines were to land at SalND ISLalND and ebout 1000 army on
ELSTERN ISLaAND., Therc were also some engineers,

Q. Wes your force ever attocked?
i, Yes, it was ettacke” twice. The first time ves the 18te after=

noon on 3 June, the duy before the main bettle. The second time

wos chout midnight the scme night.

Q. What type of ctteck was 1t?
L. The first attack wes from high horizontal Bocing bombers. It

wes ¢ surprise attock. We were on o straight course cbout 10kts.

We did not know the bombers were there until the bombs exploded
in the wrter. One bomb landed close to a trensport cnd ccused
2 little superstructure damcee. I was scverly punished becausec
we did not open firc until the bombs splashed, bat we did not
heve redor ond they were too high to eesily see. No other hits
made on our ships.

Q. When was the second attack?
ie Lbout midnight the same day, ¢« secaplane attacked one of the
trensports. It was very low. We thought 1t dropped a torpedo.

It hit onc trensport and demaged it, but did not sink. The plane

trafed killing e few men.
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Q. Who wes in command of the Occupetion Force?
ae Vice mdmiral KONDO. Recr Admiral SHIRAISHI was Chief of Staff.

Q. Where did you go when you retired?
iLe We joined the main body which returned to JuPuN. Later the
troops returncd to SulPsN.

MUND.., = RaBiUL

Q. How meny fields did you have ot MUI n?

i+ Two. Onz ot MUND. and one ¢ t KOLOMBLNGAR... We had 24 fighters
resed there but they were all damaged a week after their arrivel.
Lfter thet, planes did not bcse there. 1t wos used to service
planes from R.Bu.UL efter cttocking GUADALCANAL.

Q. How meny anti-aircraft guns dicd you have there?

Le 18x75mm, 50x25mm, 20X40mm, single end twin mounts: & large num-
ber of the mcchine guns which gave better results ¢ gainst dive-
bombers. We think we shot down about 300 plenes diring the 5
month period beginning Februcry.

Qe Did you heve any radar equipment?
e We hed none et MUNDa. We rcceived noticc of your airplanes by
redio from our spotters on other islands.

Q. How much demege was ceused by our bomblng roelds?

i. We were not often attacked by heavy-bombers at MUND:., but thec
divc-=bombers cnd torpedo-bombers mede very serious cttacks. Food
and ~mmuniti 'n dumps were clso constantly destroyed. Runweys
were badly dcmeged by raids butl were ususlly fixed cgein within
48 hours.

Q. Were yvou prescnt at MUND. when eny of the ship bomberdments
occurred?

ne I left there 27 June 1943 and went To RuB,.UL, but 1 was present
during somc. They did not do much damage except To runways.
Much dcmoge there but was reperied in twe or three days. Men
beceme restless during shelling.

N, Were esny ships sunk by circraft during thet period?

Lo Yes., In Mezy 1943 the destroyer KiGERO was sunk by mincs between
KOLOMBANG.LRs end GIZO. The destroyers KUROSHIO end OY~SHLO went
to help it but dive-bombers came out of =& rein squeall and sank
them at thc some time. They didn't expect dive-bombers in such
he:vy rain. The MICHISHIO (DD) wes badly demoged in the seme
attack.,

& small crrgo vessel was also sunk by dive-bombers off the
northern cocst of VELLa LaVELL4 sbout the same time. The trans-
port KIRIGAVA MALKU was sunk by dive-bombers in ecrly Februery
1943 off East coast of VELLA LAVELLA.

Q. Do you know of eny ships sunk or damaged during the night
surface action in that area?

ke In March 1943, the DDs MINWEGUMO and MURAS~ME were sunk during
a bombardment by vour cruisers. That is cll I know about,

0. Did vou sweep the mincs after they were 1aid?

fis No, we hed no mine sweepers in that area. Because it was near
GU..D..LC.NuL, it would not heve been safe to operate them. We
saw mines becing leid by ships cnd planes but could do nothing
sbout it. It made it very difficult to get surplies. I had

to lesve MUND: in a small wooden cargo boat.
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"ranscript of Interrogation (Lieut. Comdr. YUNOKL, 5., IJN)
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Di” you heve sufficient supplies o convinue fizhting?

iinen I left :JNDA 1n dJune 1943, we had oﬂouw 3 monihs food
supply but oqlv about 1 montns sunply of enti-aircrait am-
munition. We expected you: to'occupy,MUﬂuh soon. ‘e hsd &ab-
out 12,000 men 1n “he area but not much amiunltion, Wwe lost
about 200 men on shti-aircreft guns Irom strafing, bpetween
Fehruary end June 1943, It was dlfilCUlu ts malintsin antli-
sircreft gun crew ‘@dscipline.

How effective ™as the b mbing wpon RABAULY
I was oal" there December 1943 +to Jenuary 1944. The hori-
zon-al-hombers ¢i? demage TO Tae runways because Tthey carriec
more big bombs. We couldan't fire maechine guns at them pbecause
uley were oo nigh. We fust hed ©O sit and watch. The dlive-
wymbers did some damage to the lan 1ing strips but not es much
ss biz hombers, The dive-bombers Aid much damace ©O s1lpplng
anc supply dunns. Strefling pTgnes d1@ some demeze ©o mechlne
sUn CTrEWS wiaen tney cane in less tThan lOOO meLersSo.

Jow effective were The nizhit etheciks?
At Bazalls they cic very llublo cama;e At HJINDa food dumps
were burned. Lost more sleep “hen su oDL1ESs

ot JEVE EnY JEPcﬂLSG Army pllots oper atiﬂ5 in that area?
. daring the first we<t av "1UWDa vhen we hed only Newy

&4 tnere were no pilots there, Jusve lended and Clev zway

Somc Army pilots wers on KOLOLIBANGAT:A but they 4id nov
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