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TRANSCRIST | - Part One

hat was the reascn for your being ordérecd to command of the Second Air
Fleet, and what were the movements of, your headgharters?
The only reason I can think of for my a pointment to that pu51t10n, since
T was not ah air expert, was the fact I had just reccovered from a sick spell
when the new air force was orgnaized, and it was a matter of convenience
that I was assiecned to that position. At the time I took it, the Second 4ir
Fleet really had not reached the stage of a unitj; it was.more in the train-
ing stage. I received the appointment in TOxXYO and tooxk over commnand at
LATORI, 1n CHIBA Prefecture, on 15 June. Toward che end of July I recelved
orders from Central Headquar.ers to move headquarters to . A.OYA, 1n KYUS:
The areas of operation assigned to me was KYUSHU alu Ol & digtrich. In
the opinion of the Imperial General Staff at that time the  American offensive
was expected to be at one of three possibilities; first, against the PHILIP-
pines; second, agalnst TALwAN - o.YUSHU Area; Jhird, against “Huivl iU} and as

i dlreay had headguarters in «YUS.iU I was ordered Lo tase Cnarge of the
TETLAN — SYUSHU district. It was as a result of that orderr that my coumand
became operativnal, At the tiume, vhe First Air Fleet was stationed in che
PHILITFINTS Area wnd the Third Air Fleet, based at &4I5..ssU, was responsible
for the K. TC Dietrict. Toward che end of August it appeared that the
weight of the American ofiensive was directed southward, nanely the PHILIPP-
ines, and 1 was therefore. ordered to chanze wy headquarters to TALWAN which

I aid on 10 September, There was, nowever, no change in the area for which

I was responsible, {YUSHU, OsINi.i, Tal. Al district - it was simply a change
in headquarters. At the ti e that I tock over the Secona Alr Fleet the

pilots were still inadequately trainea, so that the period when I was 1in
K.NOYA was spent in iurther training. Four days after I had established my
headquarters, on Septenber 14th, I received first attacx from your Task

‘

"Forces,

On arrival in FORLMOSA on the 10th, what was the status of your aircraft?

'y fleet had apsroximately 100 planes, but simultaneous wtih my advances 1n-
to TAIaN about 200 Army planes were placed under my comuund; so from that
time on I had a total of about 300 planes. As already stated you made your
first air attack on the 1l4th, and I undertook a conter-attack with a part
of my air force on the night of the 15th and loth with some success. The
greater part of my air force was used in day counter-attack, but I believe
that they obtained very little fesult with that counter-attack. The 300
planes used in this counter-attack were those statiened in KYUSHU, und after
attack flew down to TAI A¥. These were in addition to the other 30C.

What were those 300 counter-attack planes; were they Arwy, Navy or bothf?

All Navy planes which I had trained from the beginning.

hat was the organization in KYUSHU on your arrival; what flotillas did you
have, and what types? x

There were many changes in reorganization during the time I was there. I
cannot recall the exact system, but there were three principia divilisions;
the fighter corps, reconnaissance corps, and attack planes, Hach div.slon
was. further dividea into two groups ranging in strengtn troum 3V to 40U planes
ezch, In addition to those three divisions there were the land service
forces -divided between TAI .iN, O£INa .« und KYUSHU. These latter might be
called maintenance units, |

You took comand of the Second Air Fleet plus the Arny aircraft on your
arrival. TViere those all the Army planes in TAI AN, <na aid you have direct
cominand of these Army planest

I had cemuand cf the Army planes throu h the Couuandment of the Army Air

‘Division which was alreay there, ana the woo Army planes I mentioned were

ail of the Army plznes there,

What advance irtelligence did you h.ve of the approach of the Carr.er Task
Force on 12 - 14 September:
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A, 48 1 had Jjust established my headquarter in TAIWAN only a few days earlier
my intelligence had not been wellrorganized yat, and I was theresfore forced
to rely on information from Central Headquarters. However, since your Task
Force had attacked OKINAWA on about the 1lth or 12th, I conjecturad that the
Task Iorce on its way southeast might undertake an attack against TAIWAN,

Q. "hat reports did you have on the strike on OKINAW., which was within your
area or command as I understand it?

4e Just prior to your attack on OKINAWA a very small number of scouts which I had

in OKINAWA, as a rasult of daytime recconnaissance, brought the report that the

Task Worce was not a very large one. Its nucleus was probably two or three

carriars, and not certain whether or not there was a battleship included,., A4s

a result of the first attack all of those scouting plancs were: lost to that

no furthar reports of scouting were reccived,

Qs About how many Japanzse planes were reportcd lost at OKINAWA?

As wround ten, all scouting planes, The following attack on TAIAN was madc
jointly by your Task Forces moving up from the PHILTIPPINRS: that was the
report w2 got from our reconnaissance planss in TAIWAN.

Qs What losses did you sustain in the Task Forces attack on TAIWAN? N

#e The Navy lost between 170 or 180 plancs, whicia includod about 120 fichters,
30 attack planes, and 10 rzconnaissance planes, Of the .armv planes ofRly
about one-half of th» total of 200 were really fit for actual fishting, and
L believe that practiecally all of thos: were lost, Consaquently th: total
aircraft loss was somcwhat less than 300, (Note: This appracntly refers
to the attack in October, as mentionzd latar).

Q. What results by way of damagse to the amorican Third Flzet, did you report
to TUKYOY .

ne K8 already statcd, our daytimc countecr-attack proved practically of ho value,
we got very little riosults. The nicht attacks undzrtaken on two successive .
nights were considerably better, Of courszs, the reports made by commanders
of the units actually participating in the raids 2are inclined to b: exaggeratcd,
ns reportcd by thum,howrvaf, three carriers and s2vzral othor vesscls were l
reported cither sunk or damaged, These counter—-attacks were made by medium
type land-hased sttack plancs with torpedoes. The dav attack was made from
Tal'TAN, but that, did not prove cffectives th: two night. attacks were made
from KYUSHU bases (uside from ur. ¥izota, the Japanese interoreter, -~ 1 might
add at this tims, as thzre had bs>n no recports of successful cneagements for
som: timc, the nawspapers playzd this up quitc prominently).

Qe ™2s the report believed by the General Staff; did you scnd in a qualifying
. statemant to TOKYO or was it a positive statoment? _

e 08 the two night attacks were made by the plancs based in KYUSHU, the results
were reported in by a Captain in command there, Of course, the only thing I |
could do was ot thosc ruports togeth2r for transmittal to the Impsrial
General Staff, s a gencral practice I belicve that these reports from tha
operatlng units wire not taken at théir full value by the Imp:rial General
Staff; just what attitude they took toward this particular report I do not
kKnow, &

Qs wuftor the action was ov:r, what rceinforc:ments did you then reccive from the
Homelands army, Navy, carrier planes, ctce?

he In Scptembor it bzcame more and morc apparent that your counter-—thrust would
be dirccted further southward, namely the PHILIPPINES: and as the First Lir
Flee% assigned to the PHILIPPINES .rca had lost the groater part of their
plenzs it was dceeided that tne Scecond Air Fleoct should be sent into the
PHILLIPPINIS 4rca to reinforce the First air Fleet. 7“ith that end in view
the Second .ir Fleet reccived by way of reinforeement perhaps a slightly
larger number of planss than I had lost in the TALIVAN cngapement. Thesc
reinforccments werc planes which had been gotten together from all parts of
J.iPaN and sent to T..IVAN,
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Q. What was the actual date of movement of headquarters to the PHILIPPINES?
A, 1 myself went to MANILA on the 22nd, and the 450 planes of the Second Air
Fleet reached CLARK Field the next 'day, on the 23rd.

Qs '“hat were the results of the Carrler Task Force attack on TAIWAN 12 = 14
October?

A, I am afraid that I had thﬁ oceptember and October attacks somewhat confused,
and that the results of the September attack were probably the figures for
the October attack. The statement I made before for September should be
confined to the OKINAWA attack, and all I said with regard to your Task
Force attack on TAIVWAN for September should be for Qctober instead. In any
case, the replacement of planes was carried out quite expeditiously and I
had about 450 planzs by the time I moved headquarters to the PHILTIPPINGES.

Qe that would you say were the overall results of the Task Force strikes on the
RYUKYUS and FORMOSA; what effect ‘on the subsequent PHILIPPINZS Opcration?

A, In the TAIWAN bngdg@ment a part of the planes of the First Air Flest took part
together with my planzs. %hile the results attained wers probably not as
great as reported at the time, I felt that copnsidcrable sucecss had becen
attained and hineca expected that some tim» would lapsz be forc you would
undertake the attack further south, Howevar, your thrusts apalnsf the :
PHILI PPINGS came much . sooner than expectzad,

Q. What aircraft were received from Admiral OZAWA's force, and were they received
in responsc to a request from you?

Ry L think that at that $ime L recelved no carrlkrubas :d planes from Admiral
OZA7A's force. 1 wonder WhPth 'r or not Admiral TOYODA did have in mind some
40 or 50 well trainsd pilots who participatid in the nicht countar—attacks
against your Task Forez on Octobzr 12 and 14 from KYUSHU, working under the
Second Fleet, It.is possible also that I might have reczivad some reinforce~
ment - from the carrier flzet, However, as the reinforesments come from
Central Headquart:rs, I don't know exact sourcc from which planss actually
Came o .

Qs In the PHILIPPINIS on your arrival, 22 Octobzr, I und-rstood you brought with
you, arriving a day lat=r, roughly 450 plancs of the Sccond Air IMlect, is that
corrceot’y ; 0

Ao Yes, attached to ths Socond Air Floct. More accurate ly the majority of the

¢ 450 flew down there on the 23rd, the balance coming later. It was the
-intention, nowevsr, that those planes flying to the PHILIPPINES on the 23rd
should attack-your Task Iorcc on thz way, but on account of bad weather
conditions they didn't ﬁncvunt r your TlSk Forccs,

- What was tho strength of the First aAir Fleast at thLS time ¥ .

ne The Filrst aAir Fleet had suffered heavy loss:s around DAVAO and the balance of

| -‘appr9x1mat ly 100 planzs werc concentrated around MANILa, the Commandant of
the Flzet at the time being Vice admiral ONISHI, 1 o

Q. +hat was the cxact date of formation of the First Combined Base Air Force?’
Lo, L belicve that the time was 26 Octobsr. ““hen I arrived in MaNILa I joined
Vicz admiral ONISHI, and from that time on the two air Fleets operated.
jointly under Vic: .dmiral OKOCHI, who was Commandcr in Chief of the

_ Southwest Area Flect, The First air Fleet was alrcady under the .Southwest
area Fleet, and when I joined admiral ONISHI then we both came under Vice
admiral OKOC{I s Southwest area i'leety, On the 23rd the majority of the 450
plangs which flew from TAIWAN to LUZON undortook attack on your Task Forees
on the way north of LUZON, but without success owing to bad weather as T
stated carlier. Then on 24, 25 and 26th October, thrce consccutive days,
the First .ir Tleet undor »dmiral ONISHI and the Sécond iir Fleet carriéd
out attacks arainst your Task Forces north of LUZON, operating net as one
_unlt but scparately, I followed my own tactics while wdmiral ONISHI used

his ‘own., Incidently admiral ONISHI's' force was vary weak at the time.
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Q. What results were reported to you from the Air attacks against American forces?
A. The Second Air Force reported very limited results, namely some damage to two
carriers, types unknown. As against that, the [irst Air Fleet, which was
much weaker in strength than the Second ALT I'leet, reported soveral vessels
sunk or damaged, This dlfference_ln results between the two fleets is to be
explained by the fact that while the Second Fleet, which was relatively well
balanced, feollowed standard tactics, the First Ileet under Admiral ONTSHI
attemmtﬂd the so called special attack tactics which probably accountu for
the difference in results,

Qe Over that same period of time, thrnugh the 206th, approximately what losses did
. the two air fleets sustain?

A. I don't remember exact figures but the loss was relatively slicht in thz case
of the Second Fleet owing principally to th: fact that planes had difficulty
in findine your units owing to bhad weath:r., Th: First Air Flzet, while they

used the special attack mothod, had only a small number ¢f planes to begin
withe Consequently, 1 belicve that the total loss of the two fleets whs
somewhere between 20 and 30, On the 25th our surface fl:uet came into action
and the planes which sav: air support to the surface fleet suffered some
loss.,

Q. What was the approximate status of the Army air at that time; strecngth, losses,

@tCo?
A, Most of the wull trained Army Air lorce was concentrated in nothern BACALOD,
further south, and were dirccting thoir attack dircetly asainst LEYTE,

Those further nﬁrtn were still in the stage of training. Altogether the Army
aircraft wer: slightly less in number than the Navy plancs.

Q. From tne time of the LEYTE Opcraticn, what reinforcements did you request from
TOKYO and what did you got? |

Aes DMyself, togother with my colleaguss on the spot felt that victory at LEYTE was
3bsolutuly indispensabley and those in Gencral Headquartcrs were of the same
opiniocns S0 there was agreement that every possible plane as well as all
possible Army forces shpuld be sent to the PAILIPPINES, I belicve that up to

12 middle of December, the total air strength of betwezn 600 and 700 plancs

was maintained. After that, however, replacement could not be contined to
keep yp that lavel., The loss:s incrcascd as time passcd and from the middle
of December replac:ment could not keep pace with out loss:s, and by carly
part of Januvary I had lost practically all ¢f my planes, my air force had
been practically wipad out. Replacrments wer:z not getting through owing to
operations of your air force. Conscquently 1 had made up my mind to éon—
centrate tharocafter on deployment as ground forces. However, I was trans-—
ferrecd to SINGAPORE just at that time, the order b=ing dated January 8th.
.The winding up of the business took so much time it was not until the 15th
that 1 was able to go to SINGAFORE and reclieve my predeccssor on the 1l6th
as Commander in Chief, 10th Area Fleet,

Qe Did you 1l=avz from LUZON?
Aes The latter part of my stay in the PHILIPPINES was at CLARK Field, but'in going
to SINGAPORE I went on a seaplane taking off from MANILA,

Q. During your whole period in the PHILIPPINES, what is your rough estimate of
the total aipr loss:s you sustained?
Aes 1 would guess roughly around 3,000 plancs,

Qe Was that dus to general attrition losses, material failures, or how can you
break thut figure down as to the principal cause of the loss of that number
of planes?

By & onumpratu the various causcs withcut dividing thc number,s Our planes wore
flying almost daily over LEYTE and surrounding watcers usually under un-
favoravle weathor conditions, and many planes were lost duc to weather
itsclf. New replacements were not highly trained which aceounts in part for
the fact that many planes werc lost on the way before they got to TAIWAN,
Theres was also a steady increase in the frequeonty and number of your attacks,

.
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with the result that our losses on tne sround increased greatly, and when

- our planes took off in a hurry to avoid being destroyed on the ground they
were immediately knocked down by your planes. . Generally speaking, as re-

- placements were relatively poor pilots, there was considerable loss resulting
from poor handling. In other words, the greater part of the total loss was
traceable to other'than air'combat.

Q. At the end of that period then (ﬁld-Jdnuarv 1945) would you say that the air
strikinz power was very low, both Army und- Navy?

A, The situation just prior to January 8, when 1 was ordered to SINGAPORL, was
that the Navy had only 30 fighters which I moved from CLAK Field to ICHAGI
near APARRI. My intention at the time was that, with the rzmaining 30 lost,

I would have to resort to ground operations, as mentioned previously, 1
believe that the situation with resard to the Army Air Force was probably even
worse than in the case of th2 Navy,

Qe What happened now to the former First and Second Air Fleets, which formed the
Combined Air Flect, when you moved out?
A, Simultaneously w1th mv transfer to SINGAFOTR the Second Air Fleet was
dissolved, its personnel being incorporated into the First Air -Fleet as it
had no more planzs. But I believe that the name "Combined Base Air Force
was uscd for some time after that, insteéad of tha First Air Fleet. At that
time the remaining air fleet under Admiral OHISHI changed its base to TAIWAN
' | from the PHILIPPINES,

Qe During your 'pariod of stay in the PHILIPPINES how did wvou coordinate your

opcrations with thos# of the Army Air, through what ascncy?

' A. The Army air Forces had i1ts hesadquarters throughout at MANILA, but its Chief
of Staff wus stationed at CLARK Ficld in order to coordinate W1th the Naval
Air Forces. Therc was general agreement between the two services that they
should work very close together, and if possible as a singlc unit. But in
practice that was very difficult to attain for various reasons, onc of which
was the fact of differcnce in formation betwoan the two air.forces, difference
in terminology uscd in ord:rs, ctee bBven when an order was given to take off
and rendezvous at a certain point they couldn't always do that; so that in
actual practice about the best they were able to accemplish would be that
the army would take off at a certain hour, the Navy would take off at a
certain hours just agreement at different times of taking offs

Qs And agreements on tarcots, etce? '

He 1868, du81”n1t10n of time Jnd target was about the limit of actudl coophratlon.
i Q. f?@f‘rfina now to tho SHDHGO'Op'rution Plan, Did you have full knowlsdge of

. the plans for flect employment at LEYTE? | |
A, I did not have information in dctail rcegarding tho use of the fleet. I knew

only such as was contained if th® ord:rs which the air foree received from the
Combined Fl:et., The same applied to Admiral ONISHI,

"Qe What was the substanca of the dlrﬁcthb for the employment of the alr-forcus
in this oprration? -

A. ,1t was only in tha naturc of a general ordcr to the effect that whether in
"the course of the 1lst, 2nd, or 3rd SHO-GO Op2ration, our air force sheuld
be employed to drive bﬂck any attempt at landing by the encemy, There was no
detailed order regarding special points;to'be attacked. - -

Qe Did you havs dlrect communloatlons and direct ac ERE to the fleet forcees
~ moving up to LEYTE? -

he Yes, w: had direct communication,
’ : ' 3
Qs Was 1t satisfactory? & ¢ ° 2 &
As Ycs, 1 was able to send any kind of communication, Hoitrever, actually messages
from myself to the flset were usually reports of reconnaissance planes, and
in thée reverse direction from the fleet to the airforece it was usuallv asking
for air support. It was of coursc my desirc to give the utmost support to thc
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Task Torces under ndmirals OZAWA, KURITA, SHIMA and NISHIMURA, but I
discovercd as a rzsult of this, my first expcéricnce with land-based air
forcz2s, that land-basad air forces are lacking the same facility in '
operation that you hav2 in a carrier force. The rasult was that 1 was not
able to give to our surface foreces onc—tenth of the assistance I would like
to havz givan, |

Qe Did thc fleet foress inform you from time to time of the actions they were
engaged in, or their difficulties and movements, besides requesting cover?

ie Yes, constantly. ;

Qe+« With specifiec reforence to Jomirgl KURLITA's force, do you recall what air
protection was arranged for in the plans, and what was given to KURITA on the
24th, the day of KURITA's approach? ' .

A. In using this unwicldy land-based air forc: to support a constantly moving

fleet, about the best that could be donc¢c would be to send fighters to protect

the surface units, and scouting plancs to search for submarines. But .to do
that would mean a serious weakening of ths attacking power of the air force;s
tnerefore, although therc wers roepecatced requests for such support from KURITA,

I turned a dzaf car to thosec rcquests, and decidzd that the best protection 1

could give to KURITA's force would bc to concentrate my entire air force in

attacking your Task Force which was waiting outside bcyond the channcl., How—
ever, owing partly to bad weather conditions, that attack azainst your Task

Force was not successful,s 1 did send a few fightcers to protect the syrface

units and to scout for submarinecs in compliance with KURITA's request.

Qe The reason then for tho ineffectiveness of the air protection against air
. attack was the small numbcrs available for the job?
Ae Yes, in part, lack of sufficient numbers and also in part to the bad weather
mentioned baforc.

Qe Would you comment on the use of the Spcoecial attack (Kamikaze) at LEYTE?
ne After the two air fleets were combined to form the Combined Base air Force,
I being th: senior officer took command with .dmiral ONISHI as Chicf of Staff,
Throughout, the Kamikaze or special attack planzs constituted the nucleus of
my air forcc. The targets variced from time to time and were selected from a
standpoint of obtaining greatest advantags to our forces. Principal targets
were porhaps carriers, sometimes cruiséers wers selected, and again, especially
- when your destroycrs came in large numbers against the forces that ws had
landad in LEYTE, they were designated as principal targets. The Kamikaze con-—
fined its operations to naval vesszls (sea units), In thc operations against
land tarcsts we us2d principally medium type land attack plancs and ordinary
attack plancs and bombers, but used horizontal-bombing and not dive-bombing
against land tar.ets, In addition we uszd scaplanes for attacking torpedo
boats.,

Qs What was thu reason, throughout this period, that loaded transports wcre not
2 primary targect of th: special attack forces?

A, I wish to correct myself on an carlier statement. Loaded transports were
looked upon as at least of equal importance with carricrs, perhaps even a
little higher than carriers, as targets.

Qe In fact, however, no loaded transports wcre cver hit, and for that reason 1
assumed that such orders were never issued?

A+, On onz occasion loaded transports were made the principal targets, some 300
miles zast-southeast of LEYTE3 and on another occasion, in an area very close
to LEYTE, our Kamikaze were sent out to attack what wz supposed were loaded
transports but by soms error thc attack was made acgainst small landing craft,

Qe Vith respect to the whole LEYTE Opecration, you have alresady stated that it
was virtually a finish fight, C2n you say whethar or not the irmy, from the
beginning, intendzd to make LEYTE an 21l-out oporation, including all
reinforcements they could put in there?

A. What the policy was at the top, I don't know becauss that was in the hands of
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the Commander in Chief, Southwest area Flzet, But, I was under the impression
that at first the irmy vias hesitant to throw in thsir full force with the

idea of fighting a dccisive battle, but after a few days elapsed 1t appears

as if headquarters and local authorities agreed that that was what they should
do. But when deceision was mada, actually they couldn't get reinforcements
down there to carry on the fighting.

Q. Subsequént to the retircment of admiral KURITA's force through SULU Sia, and

- the completion of th: Naval Operation; what, if any, ncw directive was
received from CinC, Combincd Flcet? |

Ae S0 far as 1 can recsll there was no change in the operation ord red from the
Combined Flest., I believe that the order was to continue using the Naval air
'orce to its utmost with a view to cutting off subsequent landing operations.

Qe Again at this time, after the naval action had been fought rougnly how many
planes did you thb and roughly how many planes of the Army were oper rational
in-thas. PHILIPPINES ?

A, At tho period that you mention, namely, 1mmbdlat 1y dftnr our Task ForC@S
had witharawn, there had not baﬁn 1any -serious depletion in air force because
it 'was still the early part of the LEYTE Operation, and the contan1ng bad
weather made the number of air combats relatively few,

&+ ‘Did you have definite plans for air support of thu rhnnfor01ne convovs going

* into ORMOC, and was it in conjunction with the army?

Ae <« am not at all csrtain on this, but I do not bilieve than any definite air
support was planned for that reinforcement., Howzver, I think that that Job
was assigncd to thz army air Force bascd near MzmNADO,

L]

(To Be rContinucd)
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