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THE EARLY LIFE OF
. EO TOLSTOY
Lord Ponscnby

(Continued from the last issue)

RAMEDTHLE

olstoy showed no pa'rltic'u- |
lar talent for anything as

a child, though he was ori-
ginal, and quite determined
not to do things like other
people. When he came into

the drawing room, for ins-.

tance, he insisted upon bow-

ing to people backwards,
bending his head the wrong
way, and saluting each per-

son thus in turn. He was

not good at his Jessons,and |

mentions somewhbere that
a student who came to teaoch
him and his brothers sa_id

about them: “Serge both*

wishes and can, Dmitry
wishes but can’t (This was .
not true), and Leo neither -
wishes nor can (Tolstoy T
think was perfectly trus).”
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This w_as characteristic of

Tolstoy, who ~was always
hard on himsgelf. Bus if the

tutor lived to gee what

Tolstoy  became, he must

‘have been rather aghamed

of his lack of perception.

Before Tolstoy was sixte_en
he entered & university with
his brothers. There no

doubt that, like many other -

young people, he hated
study, though he "worked
bhard and passed well in
Janguages.
geography Le failed, and
being asked to name’ the
French seaports, he could

net remember a single ope.
'He left the Univeesity.ra-

ther Jdisgusted with him-
self and despising intellecs

tual thlngs His companions -

had not really understood
him, for he was a strange
mixture. Sometimes he was
very proud and aristocratic,
yet—with advanced Liberal
views; dnd he was moody,

at one moment wildly gay,

at another sunk in glaom.

In history, and
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He always lookerd upon ‘the
worst side of hlmse]f and

wrote in his disry that he
was awkward ancleanly,

irritable, a bore to others,
ignorant, intolerant, and

shamfaced as a child there

was no end to the names he
ralled Himself,:
that he is honest| and that
be loves goodness, but on

:he whole he is verymfa_ir-
:0 himself, for the reason .
that he had set up such a_

high ideal to live up to.

Now he intended,.though
>nly nineteen, to devote
r1imself to his peasants.

»f the serfs, the famines
aind revalts.
wvorked amoﬁ’g' ‘them and
learnt to know all about
their lives. But he was toe
younz, and lacked patience

at present to dol much gon' |
After six months, rather’
ligcouraged anddisappoint-"

»d, he was off on a different
3xperience.

He admits

For a time he.
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where he was most fnvo-
Jous and idle. He under-
stood quits well what a
stupid life he was leading,
and in a rejigious book he

wrote in after years, called

‘“My Confession,”” he says

that though ha honestly.
desired to be good, he stood

 alone in his ‘heart for a vir-

'tuous life, he met with
contempt and mocking

laughter, but every time he
was frivolous or wicked, he
was praised an& encoura-
ged.

Yet on the wbo}ebtbl‘srgay
life at St. Petersburg was
not altogether useless. It
‘taught him something, and
- he was not reaily spoilt by
it. He was big enocugh and
intedligent eaoug'h to see
the utter futility and use-
lessnaess of such a life. It
gave him, he .says, a score
for aristocracy ard the life
- of rieh people genarally,
whose whoia existenee was
A “‘mamia of selfishuegy.”

- Toistey’s favourite brother
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Nicholas, who as serving in
the Russian army, saw what.

an unsatisfactory state his

brother was in, and so per-
suaded Leo to become a
soldier and join him in the
Caucasus. This Leo was
only too glad to do. He, says

in a letter at that time: -
““God willing,:I will emend,

and ‘become a steady man
at last.”

Now, the open alr, primi-
tive life in this part b_f_
Russia quite restored Tols-
toy to himself, and he began
to write. His first bodk,
‘‘Childhood’’, was written
ard published when he was
there. Thig novel, though
not strietly speakimg & his-
tory of his own childhood,
is mostly about his own
youthful Iife; the 1ncldents
that occur init, are many of
them true, and the charac-

ters are taken from friends

and relations. It is a very

'wonderful book, as showing_

how vividly Tolstoy remem-

bered his own feelings a8 a
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ehild, hOW—-intensel_sL, he
must felt and suffered, and
vwhat powers of thought out
observation must have been.

He continued his book, and

broug ht out later other

volumes “Boyhoa(_i” and.

“‘Youth’’, They are all three
full” of beautiful things.
Tolstoy also wrote abont
the Caucasus, a novel called

¢“The Cossacks’’, a roman-
tic story of the strange;.

wild people who inhabit

this part of Russia. |
Tolstay after . Sehastopol

left.the army and went back

to §t.Petersburg, this £i me

to live 'in a literary circle,

where he was welcomed by

distinguished authers as
‘the -most promising writer ~
of the day. Nobody, after
reading “Childhood” or
“Sebastopol,’’ eould fail to
see- Tolatey's marvellous

genius for seeing things as

they are and his gift of ex-
pression. But he grew im-
patient in this cirels, for

i views wore tas, ghvanend
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and _hié love of truth too

strong. He could not agre'e

with people, and he could -
not pretend to agree with -

them. So he was though
quarrelsome and conceited,
and his opinions absurd,

things,such as the meaning
of existence, and whether
he himself was of any use;

he would take nothing as a - !

matter of course. Already,
before he Was twenty-seven,

he had cm&;ved the great

idea of devotmg his life to
founding a new Religion—
the Religion of Christiani-
ty, in fact, but elyansed of
alt- its degmas, whieh are
rothing te do with Christi-
anity: a practieal religion,
giving hﬁap-piness i;o_ earth,

not merely the promise of

future happiness.™

From Rebels and

- Reformers. (1917)
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*New Type OF Warfare In The Puclfrc.
Alhed Stash Jupanese Communications’

"“We are witnessing?in the

Pacific the developonent of &
new types of warfare,’” says
the *military correspondent
of the Sunday Times.3

. ®The Navy, the Army and
T‘Air Force have been pulling
togethert for at least 18

months with the most re-

"mearkable success. Wwhat 1s
so striking now, however, is
*the outcome of this tribious
warfare® and -*the lines on
which it is devaloping.t

At different times *the
stress has been laid on la_ndl
ings, on -attrition of the
enemy’s shipping and -air-
craft,on the nead for island-
ho;:ping: and on progression
‘from airfield to airfield.”
*The key to the whole ma,t-

ter, however, Iies in the fact

that war today is more than
ever before a war of com-
munications.® What we are
really doing in the Pacific i3

smashing Japan’s commuhx-
cations as well as her

*means of communication.?
_Communications comprise’®

the railways®? in Burma, and
harbours?!?and airfields
everywhere; means of com-
munications are trucks,'sen-
gines, 'ships, barges'¢ and
aircraft. |

Now *Japan’s main lines of
communication are land rou-

. tes in China, Malaya, Burma

and -on bigger islands;!s se-
condly, *the sea route whieh
hugs the' Chinese shore in-
side Formosa and the Philip-
pines down to Bangkok amd
Jingapore,*® and, thirdly,
*the sea line to the south-
west whigh, until the Ilast
fow months, fed the outpost

‘lin2 of the Marshalls, New

Guiaea and 'the Solomons.'?”
This ‘south-western line is
tlip one that has so far suf-

fet2d the most.



| |

®The secret of the combined

eombined strategy of Admir-
al Nimitz and General Mac-
Arthur,*s two independent

commankers working as one,

lisg ®in their clever alterna-
t{ion of neutralizing tactics

withattack and of by-passing

with assaults**. In this way
the Japanese south-western
line of communications has
heen paralysed® at Truk.™

'When the Allies hold Guam
* or Jaipan,” the Jdpanese
base jus* north of it, the
line will be closed. ' The
seas will be clear for an ap-
prooch to the Philippines®
wbich are ®absolutely essen.
tial?® to Japan for her south-
ern sea route beyond Honz-

% 4 o

kong and For’r'nos'a._' _OOne"‘of
the tentacles ofl' that seaz
route ends at Amboina,?*the

former *Dutck  base?’ ‘only

580 miles from :nafwm L

®A year ago, Yo Japanese
would have been feverishly
OVerhaulmg the defences of
all the auflelds on its ap-
proaches from the west and
south.” Today they are won-
dering whather that is en-
ough, for the art of *consa-
tructing airstrips frem jung-
leg?® has been developed so
marvellously by American
and Australian engineer that
it may be impossible for
Tokyo to foresee where the
next Alliad lea‘ztps-s!'l 'mll ba
maude. .
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=, THE CUP OF BITTERNESS.
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‘ 'THE NEW MUON‘

“Oh what a lovely new maon!” sald Elsw as sha
looked up into the sky yesterday evening. T
- “Yes,”” said her fathgr. “Isn’t it a pity? that it will
not remain new? Even now it is not perfectlsy new but a
day or iwo old. §Soon it will reach its firsf quarter? and
in less than a fortnight it will be a full moon. In about
three weeks it will be in its third guarter, and in & month
there will be another new moon. It is ‘always waxingé
and wanmg’—-that is, getting bigger and then smaller.’,
| “Does it rea]ly get bigger and smaller again?”’ asked
Elsie, - :
“Not really,” x:ephed her father. “Ig is on!y _the
elighted up parté that waxes and wanes. As you know,
the moon has no light of its own. The sun lights it up.
It shines, as we say, with the. sun’s *reflectad light.” But
the lighted up part is not always turned towards us. At
new moon it is hardly turned- towards us at all; at full
moon it is complately turmsed in our dirc ctx&n."{ ~

«‘ffow can [ tell whether I am looking at a moon that
is waxing or waning?™ asked Blaie. - '

‘“Think of the clock- faee,””s said her father. ‘‘If the
_ ®%curved part? of the moon wthb you sde isen the right,
~ where the *smaller numbers!? on the clock-face are, then
the moon is waxing (getting bigger). If the moon’s curve
'is on the left side, whore the *larger numbers!! on the
‘clock-face are, then the moon is nearing the end of its
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Words Liable To Be _--'-"f'[,;nfusep
" (Continued from FNO 52)

53. Throttle, choké, smothet, sttirgle.
l TO ﬂ;qatﬂg or. :,ramlc is to Lptop the breaty by coam-
pressing the thrqat from the outsme
“ Ex. 1. He siezed him by the throat and throttle hil
2. The Thu,,s were men. who stranzled thth_

- vietims. |
8. All may be used figur*atwely- |

'l‘o choke i3 to check the ‘breath by stonmng tha
windpipe. -

Ex. Theé smoke cheked tre. |

It,may be used intransitively, as:

Ex. He swallowed too large 3 mouthful and choked.
~ To smothar is to stop _the, breath by closing: upﬁthe
~mouth and nose, . /
Ex. 1. Richard Il is sunposed to hava murdered tha
young princes by having them. smothered
| wath pillows. I

!
|

_ | |

mcnthry round The word month is really moon-th, you
knov,. The *Red Indlans,l?- yoa ‘may Femember, countad
- their time by moons, or-months. Parhaps you wonl‘d like
to know that we cal] tha different shapes of the moon its

- phases.”
“‘Qh, we have had quite endugh hard words,"_’ said

Elme, laug‘bmg and ranning off qmckly
N 0T ES
qa. 2. Y. Eg2—. a. 5 B,

ﬁ"%&. 7. R¥E. 8. %ﬁ 9, ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ-- 10.
23,%), 11. J:natam,n:n;). 13, ;M,



3‘” l ok > 1

2 Othello gmothered Desdemona with a mllow.
54, Transfer transmit Convéy | |

These words datfer mare by their use thm by thenr
meamng,and although they all mean to take,or send from
one place to another they eannot be used mﬂlfferently. .

Convey. Merchandise, goods or persons are conveyed

"~ by rall carriage; or by sea. |

Transter., The use of this word is belt known by the

following examples

Ex. 1. He was. transferred from the Mmmtry of Fin-

ance to the Ministry of Eduntmn.

2. 1 shall transfer my custom to a cheaper shnp. -

3. The headqdarters of the soc iety will be trans-
ferred to 2 mere centul pa,rt of the town.

4. It isoften diff lcult to transfer one’s thoughts
to paper.

5. It has been shewn that thonzht: mny be trans-
ferred from oné mind to another. Thls is
known as thought. tram!erqpy

~ 7rensmif, Telegraphic messages, wixeless commum-
. catiods, ideas -and-the like are smd to be
trmsmtted : f ‘
55. Wages fee, sahry f‘ane mcome, tax, duty, hcencg. "
,  remt, persion. - -

Wages denotes the money paid by tHe day, Week or .
month’ to workmes and servints. ' |
A fee is the sam pald to a professmnal man, such as a
‘lawyer, déoter, er prefeseor; for a ‘special service. Phe
Rent i3 a som paid reguiudy for the use of a house or umd,--
A penslon is a sam paid’at fixed periods to Servants or sth-
employees no longer at werk ¢ owing to sge ot mca;i’tcxty.

S o -
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A_merlcans-(:a pture
Hollandia in Biggest
Air, Sca Operation

American trogps have cap- .

wared*® the®important Japan-

ese air base of Helkandia,?
on the north coast 6T *Duteh «
“‘treyers® of the *Royal Aus.
-tralian Navy took part in the

New Guinea,? folléwing land-
inga* at three points along a

150-mile stretch of coast..

“®according to a statement

Genei‘al MacArthur’s head-

' quarters’ they eemprised the
Jargest ®land, sea and ajr
operation® ever—t
in the South-West Pacific.

dertaken
Some of the. largest air-

craft-carrlers" of the U.S.
Navy and cruigers® and des-

operation.!®

_®Frontline eorrespondentsu

iggued today (Apr:l 24) by_'_]"_gg;s i;_hgge ]’In_dlng‘s *£00k

A fge is the sum gp

lawyer, doctor, m'profassor for a gpecial service.

aid to a professional man, such as a

The

phrase “School fecs is generally used %o denote money
~paid for education at a sehoel.

-Salary is the money paid by the menth or year to profes-
-sional people, such as clerks, teachers, officials, man-
- agers.

Fares means money pma for a Journey or voym

Insome denotes the total mcome earned or recewed yearly
or perwdically. | : -

A fax i3 a sum levied by the central or local &uthontles on *
~_income, pronerty, or commodltxes

JDuty is a sum levied on the valtre of goods received used

or imported. ' -

A licence i% a pr mleze given by the xavernmcnt jn rehum
for a‘fu
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the Japanese completely by
surprise.!?
Allied air attadks against
- Wewak!* and Madang'® where
they evidently expected Alli-
ed landings to be made.
2. Ggermans Nervously*:
Await Invasion
Brigadier? Anstey, ¢well-
known c>mmentator of the
Sunday Times,* says that it
is clear from the ®enegmy

press* that a]l Europe' is

-waxtlnz for the Allied in-

vasion.’ The German attitue,

he states varies from 4c0mh-
pletely composuretto®irrita-
tion and marked uneasiness.’

A (German writer hag nai-.
vely admittes® that it ismost

annoying to have *powerfial
forces locked up in the West

¢ waiting for an, invasion

which does mot come, when
they are *needed g0 desper-
‘ ately!® in the Bast.More and

more is the plea'’ being made
by the ®*apologists fer Ger-

man setbacks in Russia'?that
the Germans cannot be
stromg everywhere and that
tha defeat of the Western

invasion is ‘'of primary im--

portance. For {f the Allien

succeeded in the West, a!! P te
-~ ain’s determination to pro-

would be lost.”?

3. Tke *Human Nrpedol N

Velunteerl’ from B_rltaln’

"Recent heavy

nary torpedoes.
~ ®%driven by electric batteries

- crafts?

Y v i

| 'Sdbmarin’é . serﬁu' slad lﬁ

*diving syits¢ and Ssitting

astride® the body of a torpe-

do h Ye -been operating®
‘‘humjdn torpedoas,’ the ne-
west and most dramatic ad-
dition to our *naval armou-

Try.?

Human torpedoes are the
same size and shape ag ordi-
They are

*and each has a crew of
two.

The charge,* similar to the
warhead'®s of a torpedo; is
attached to the nose.
i3 *manoecuvrad at
slow speed towards its tar-
get" and dives under 4t. The -
charge is then detached's
from the main body and fix-
ed to'the bottom- of the' enes
my skip.

~ The *time fuse'” is #et*fand
‘the ‘“‘human torpedo’’, now

minus its warhead, is driven
clex of the target area be-

' fore the charge explodes.

‘The men responsibfe for

. eperating the new  weapom

ars ameongest the pick' of
Submrarine Service. ,
4v-ATter Germany—Japan
“Two references: to *Rrit

secute the war against Ja-

‘pan? unml she in decisively

The .
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16
defeated have agam boen
voiceds in London, _ _

MaJor-General‘ Firs Freda-
rick Maurice, *President of
the British Legion' told the
*annual Gﬂnve,ntaom that
after the war conscnptmnﬁ
would most certainly be con-
tinued.

“s¢weé shall have fmed foa

very consnderable army. for
enemy territory in Eumpe as
well as for *carrying on the
wan with Japan,'” he smﬂ

*‘The younger clxssas mll'

still be ®called . up.t®
w'lll be very httle dema {i-

THE STUDENT’S ‘SINO-BRITISH WEEKLY

'sation'* when we are ®finish-
ed with Germany.”?
~ ®Admiral of the
- Lord**Chatfield told a meet-

!Z-‘Illeet‘ls

Ing of swar workers:}® ¢‘Al-
though the German Navy has
now been mastered’* and the

*namber of sinkings under

convoy raduced fo one in a
thousand,'” ®*work has not
s]ackened.’® We are planning
for & more activa war again-
st Japan for which ships,
*s0a . bages' and *repair es-

. tablishments® abread which
are required, axe belng pre-

pared.
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* GLOBE DIGEST (monthly) $xk3CHH

PUBLICATIONS

Publishzd by The Preass Atiachs’s Office,
British Embassy, Chungklng.

3 BIK 1 27 B sk R w0 A A7

Containing latest British, American magazine articles.
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$25 per copy $142 haly yaar $230 one y2ar
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s BRITISH DIGEST (monthly) JE3CHE

introducing British culture today :_md yesterday,
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$25 per ¢rpy $140 half vear $230 one year
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= STUDENTS’ SINO-BRIT.SH WERKLY sh3t;8¥H

I.ingnistic and literary. RBilingual and fully annotated.
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$10 per copy $250 half vear $500 one year
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- - * INFORMATION PLEASE
All Subscription Rates ara -3 (wezkly in Chinese)
inclusiva of postage in China Adviser to readers,

and payable strictly in ad- Ry E e
Vance. Sand your order to Glossary of gensral
the Press Attacha’s Office, knowladge.
British Embassy, 29 Min Sen TR E o
Road, Chungking, or to our £5 por copy
Chengtu, or Kkunming Or 45 F T
Kwzilin Branch QOffice. g £i25 half vear
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