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The Biglow Papers, ,

By JaMEeSs RussELL LOWELL.
“Tom Brown’s

¢*Mnaterpieces of satirical humour, they are
ontitled as such to a permanent in
American, which is English, literature.”—
Daily News.

*‘No one who ever rond tho *Biglow Papers’
can doubt that true humour, of a very high

In one vol. 12mo.

Newly Edited, with a Preface, by the Author of

School Days.”

order, is within the range of American gift.”
—Guardian.

¢“The book undoubtodl{ owed its first vogue
to party feeling ; but it is impossiblo to ascribe
to that cause only, so wide and onduring a
popularity as it has now."~Spectator,

cloth, price &s.

GERALD MASSEY'S NEW VOLUME OF POEMS.

Havelock’s March;

¢‘ Among the bands of ﬂyoung poets who in
our day have fed on the flery wine of Festus,
or beaten time to the miusic of ¢ Pippn Passes,’
few have boen so healthful and robust in the
midst of imitation as Mr. Massey. . .. . . .
* Robort Blake '’ is no less good ; and, indoed,
all the sea pieces have the dash and saltness
of tho ocean in them. They well deserve to
be read, and, if read, are sure to be admired.

.+ ..+ + Roaders who find this vein of read-
ing in their own humour—and there must be
many such—will get tho volume for them-
selves. Mr. Massey’s pootry shows growth.
Some of the finest and, weakest productions
of our generation may be found in this
volmne.”—A4theneum, August 17, 1861.

¢! The exception that we make is in favour
of Gernld Massey. Ho has in him many of
the elements of a true poet.” — Patriot,
August 22, 1861.

and other Poems.

“ Gerald Madsey has béen heard of ere now
as o poet. He has written verses with such
touches of nature in them as roach the heart
at onco. Himself a child of labour, he has
felt the labourer’s sufferings, and uttered tho
labourer's plaint; but uttered in such tones
as throughout the din of the mills were
surely rocognised as pootry."—The Nation,
Sept, 21, 1861,

‘*Gerald Massey has a large and inoreasing
public of his own. lle is one of the most
musical, and the most pure in thought, of all
the large army of young bards who have so
rocently stared at little more than the sun
and moon. Everybody can read Mr. Masseg,
and ho is worthy of being read by everybody.
1is words flow with the froedom and im-
potuosity of a cataract.”— Lloyd's Weekly,
August 25, 1861,

“Ono of the best Christmas Books of the Season.”—Leader.

Now ready, olegantly printed on tintod paper, in crown 8vo., richly gilt ornamental cover,
gilt edges, price 10s. 6d.

Strange Surprising Adventures of the Venerable Gooroo
Simple,

AND HIS FIVE DISCIPLES, NOODLE, DOODLE, WISEACRE. ZANY, AND FOOZLE;

Adorned with fifty Illustrations, drawn on wood, by Arrrep CrowqQuiLL. A

Companion Volume to “ Munchausen” and ¢ Owlglass,” based upon the famous

Tamul tale of the Gooroo Paramartan, and exhibiting, in the form of a skilfully-

constructed consecutive narrative, sonl\le of the finest specimens of Eastern wit and
umour,

‘“ Without such a specimen as this it would
not be possible to have a clear idea of the
height to which the Indians carry their
bumour, and how much they revel in wag-

gery and burlesque. It is & caPITAL CrrIST-
MA8 Book, with engravings worthy of the fun
it portrays.”—London Review.

“It in a collection of EIGHT EXTRAVA-
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Travels, Researches, and Missionary Labours,

During an Kighteen Yecars’ Residence on the Eastern Coast of Africa, by the
Rev, Dr. J. Lewis Krarr, Late Missionary in the service of the Church Mis-
sionary Socicty in Eastern and Equatorial Africa; to which is prefixed a concise
Account of Geographical Discovery in Eastern Africa up to the present time, by
L. J. RavenstelN, F.R.G.S, .

to the well-known narrative of Moffat; in

some parts it is equal in nove!}(tiy to the most
attractive chaptors of Barth and Livingstone.

“ Dr. Krapf and his colleagues have largely
contributed to the most important geogra-
phical discovery of modern times—namcly,

that the centre of Africa is not occupied, as
was formerly thought, by & chain of moun-
tains, but by a series of great inland lakes,
some of which are.hundreds of miles in
length. Hardlyany one discovery has thrown
80 much light on the formation of the esrth’s
surface a8 this,”— Saturday Review.

“Dr. Krapf’s work is superior in intercst

Dr. Krapf travels well, writes as a traveller
should write, and seldom claims any indul-
gence from the reader.”— Atheneum.

‘¢ Bcarcely any pages in Livingstone excoed
in interest some of Dr. Krap{’s adventures,
The whole volume, so full of interest, will
well repay the most careful perusal.”— Liter-
ary Guzelle.

In 1 vol. 8vo., handsomely bound in cloth, price 12

Alexander Von Humboldt's Letters to Varnhagen Von Ense;

Authorised English Translation, with

“ It seldom occurs that the importance and
value of agreat man’s thoughts are so imme-
dintoly attested as these have been, by the

Explanatory Notes, and a full Index of
Names.

ivocal disapprobation of the silly at their
pub‘hcat.ion.”—court Circular.

I 1 vol. post 8vo., neatly bound in cloth, price 7s. 6d.

Footfalls on the Boundary of Another World,

By Roserr DAL OwgN. An enlarged English Copyright Edition. Ten Editions
of this work have been sold within a very short time in America. In the present
edition the anthor has introduced a considerable quantity of new matter.

“1t is as calm and logical a work as exists
in the English language.”— Weldon’s Register,

“Mr. Owen i3 o 'h consclentious
man, an acute reasoner, and a cultivated and
sccomplished writor.”-—Atlas.

“But his book is not merely curious and
amueing, its utility may be ised even
by those who dissent most strongly from the
anthor’s conclustona.”—~8pectator.



GANTLY PUNNY TALES, appropriately illus.
trated with fifty drawings on wood, by Alfred
Crowquill The volume 18 handsomely got
up, and will be found worthy of close com-
panionship with tho Adventures of Master
0. 0&;&;{. produced by the same publishers *
—peelalor

““Other than quamt Alfred Crowquill ean
searcely be Tu some of his heads, too, he
seems to have caught with aphit the Hindoo
character ” —dikencum

“The humour of these ridiculous adven-
tures 18 thoroughly genuine, and very often
quite wrresstible A more amusing volume,
mdeed is rarely to be met with, while the
notes in the Appendix display considerable
etudition and research In short, whoso
would keep up the good old hindly practico
of makmg Christmas presonts to one’s friends
andrclatives MAY GO FAR AFILLD AND NFVER
FALL IN WITH A GIF1 S0 ACCEPTABI K48 2 coOpYy
of the Strange Surpiising Adventures of the
;;en‘elmble Gooroo Sumple” — Allen's  Indrin

a

¢ A popular satire on the Brahmins curront
in sovuial parts of Indiv  Tho excellent
1troduction to the story o1 collection of in-
cidents and the notes and glossary at the
close ot the volume, will afford a good clue
to the various habits and predilections of the

Reynard

Brahmins, which the narrative so keenly
satinises Moat telling and characteristic
{llustrations, from the pencil of Alfred Crow-
qull, are lavishly lgﬂnklod throughout the
volume, and the whole getting up entitles it
to rank A% A GIPT BOOK WOHTHY OF SPRCIAL
NOTIOR -m«ah Chui chman

““The to their sorrow, have not
seen much of Alfred Crowquill latoly, but
we are glad to find him in the fiel
with the story of the Gooroo Sunple 0
book is moat exocellent foolhz_?. but contains,
besmdes, a m dite Orental lore, ne-
cosmtating even the addition of notes and a
glossary, and moreover, there is A VEIV or
QUIE1 PHILOSOPHY RUNNING TRROUGH IT VERY
?r.unu T0 PERUSE, '— Jlustratd

e

“The story 18 irresistibly funny, and is
alded b'{ fifty m\mtmbionuvl;ir Alfred Crow-
quil, The book 18 got up with that luxury
of paper and type which is of itself, and in
itself, A PLEASDRE TO LOOh UPON.”—Globe

‘“ 1ho book is amusing, and is moreover
admirably 1llustiated by the gentlethan
known as Alfred Crowquill with no fewer
than hifty comic woodcuts It isno less admi-
ribly got up, and beautifally bound, and 1t
will be 3081 ALCBPTABLE TO A LARGL PORTION
OF THE PUBLIC."—Observer.

the Fox;

After the German version of Goethe. By TrHomAs J, ArNoLD, Esq.

* Fair jester’s humour and merry

wi

t
Nevor offend, though smartly they hit,”

With 70 illustrations, after the celebrated designs of Wilhelm Von Kaulbach.

Royal 8vo. Printed by Clay, on toned paper, and elegantly bound in embossed

cloth, with appropriate design after Kaulbach, richly tooled front and back, price

16s. Best full morocco, samo pattern, price 24s.; or, ueatly half-bound morocco,
: gilt top, uncut edges, Roxburgh style, price 18s,

¢ The translation of Mr. Arnold has been
held moro truly to reprosgnt the spirit of
Goethe's great Jpoem than any other version
of the legend.” ,

“'Thero is no novelty, oxce]it to ]))urchaaera
of Christmas books, in Kaulbach's admira-
blo illustrations of the world-famous ‘Rey-
nard the Fox.” Among all the English trans-
lations Mr. T. J. Arnold holds at least his

+ own, and we do not know that this edition,
published by Triibner, with the Kaulbach
engravings, reduced and faithfully rendered
on wood, does not stand in the very first rank
of the serics we are commenting upon. Mr.

Harrison Weir is a good artist, but in true |

comic power he is far inforior to Kaulbach.
We do not see how this volume can, in its
way, be excelled.”—Saturday Review,
“Goethe’s ¢ Reinecke Fuchs’ is a marvel of
genius and poetic art. ¢ Reynard the Fox’is
more blessed than Alexander ; his story, h::
beon written by ono of the greatest of t:

human race, and apother of inimitable gonius
has added to th¢ poet’s narrative the aux-
illary light of the painter's skill, Perhapsno
artist—not even our own Landseer, nor the
French Gavarni—ever exceocded Kaulbach in
theart of infusing n human expression into
the countenances and attributes of brutes}
and this marvellous skill ho has exerted in
the highest degree in the illustrations to the
l;'qokw fore uB."”—~ Ilustrated News of the

‘orld. .
“Tho {llustrations are unrivalled for their

3,

Jhumour and mastery of expression and de-
. "'— Economist.

- #0f all the numerous Christmas worksd
which have becn lately published, this is
R e
re, e binding, the print, and the r,
which are excellent, bu'g also becausga &e is
illustrated with Kaulbach’s colebrated de-
signs.”— Court Journgl.



The Travels and Surprising Adventures of
- Baron Munchausen. :
With Thirty original Illustrations (Ten full-page coloured plates and twenty wood-

cuts). By ALrrED CrowquiLL, Crown 8vo. ornamental cover, richly gilt front
and back, 7s. 64. .

“The travels of Baron Munchausen are.
gerhups the most astonishing storehouse of
ecoption and extravagance ever put toge-
ther. Their fame is undying, and their in-
» terest continuous; and no matter where we
find the Baron—on the back of an eaglo in
the Arctic Circle, or distributing fudge to the

civilized inhabitants of Africa—he is ever !

amusing, fresh and new.”

¢ A most delightful book. . . . . Very few
know the name of the author. It was writ-
ton by & German in England, during the last
century, and published in the English lan-
evuage. His name was Rudolph Erich Raspe.

e sball not soon look upon his like agnin.”
—Boston Post.

(EULENSPIEGEL REDIVIVUS.)

The Marvellous Adventures and Rare Conceits of Master
T Tyll Owlglass.

Edited, with an Introduciion, and a Critical and Bibliographical Appendix, by
KuxNern R, H. Mackeszig, F.S.A., with six coloured ful I-page Ilustrations, and

twenty-six Woodcuts, from original designs b
10s. 6d., bound in embossed cloth, richly gilt, wit

ArrrED CROWQUILL, DIrice
appropriate design; or neatly

half-bound marecco, gilt top, uncut, Roxburgh style.

“ {ll’s fame has gone abroad into all lands;
this, the narrative of his exploits, has been
published in inn ble editions, even with
all manner of learned glosses, and translated
into Latin, English, French, Dutch, Polish,
etc. We may say that to few mortals has it
been gran to carn such a place in univer-
eal history us Tyll: for now, after five centu.
ries, when Wallace’s birthplace is unknown
even to the Scots, and the Adwirable Crichton
still more rapidly is grown a shadow, and
Buyward Longshanks sleeps unregarded save
by a few antiguarian English,—Tyll's native
village is éwintod out with pride to the tra-
veller, and his tombstone, with a sculptured

un oo his nanie—namely, an Owl and a

lass, still stands, or pretends to stand, at
Mallen, near Liibeck, whore, since 1350, his
onco ninrble bones have been at rest.”—7Tho-
mas Carlyle’s Essays, 11., pp. 287, 288,

“ A book for tho antiquary, for thesatirist,
and the historian of satire ; for the boy who
reads for adventurce’s sake; for the grown
person, loving every fiction that has a charac-
torim it. . . . . Mr. Mackenzie’s language is
quaint, racy, and antigue, withouta tiresome
stiffuess. The book, as it stands, is a w:l-
como piece of English reading, with hardly a
dry or tasteless morsel in it.  We faney that
few Christmas books will bo put forth more
g;fuliur and charactervistic than this cowel,

glish version of tho ‘Adventures of Tyll
Owlglass.”—Athenweum. .

“ A volume of jare beauty, finely printed
an tinted paper, and profuscly adorned with
chromo-lithographs and woodcuts in Alfred
growt uill’s bf::i ms?x};ru Eu\lVomlarfu]l has

060 popularity of ' enspiegel . . .
8 g even that of the *Pilgrim’s P'ro-

gress.” "' ~Spectutor.
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PREFACE.

Tur progress of Russia in Asia, her rapid strides in the
direction of India, and the acquisition from China of pro-
vinces far excecding the British Islands in extent, cannot
fail of being important to a nation with such vast interests at
stake in China and the Eagt as England has. In presenting
thereforc a work on Russian advance on the Amur, within
the confincs of the Celestial Empire, we feel that we are laying
before the public a subject well worthy of their attention.
It has been our endeavour to convey a correct ideca of the
past and present condition of the countries we treat of, their
productions, inhabitants, and germs of future development,—
information of value not only to the geographer, politician,
or merchant, but also attractive to that daily-increasing
portion of the public who find a pleasure in studying the
state and prospeets of distant countries.

This volume has not been written in a hasty manner, for
the mere purpose of meeting publishing demands, but is the
result of the progressive labour of several ycars. We have
not only availed ourselves of all accessible publications,
a list of which will be found in the Appendix, bui hgye
had the advantage of personal communicgtions with Russian
officers who themselves took an active share in the opera-
tions on the Amur. Mr. Liihdorf, cstablished at Nikolayevsk
since 1856, imparted to us a great deal of information on the
commercial prospects of the country; and Captain Priitz

*In June 1857, we published a paper on the “Russians on the
Amur,” in Bentley’s Miscellany.
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allowed us to sharc his experience of a five months’ residence
at Nikolayevsk. To those gentlemen we beg to tender our
hearty thanks.

Anxious as we have been to make the book as complete
as possible, there will doubtless be shortcomings almost
inseparable from a work of this description, and the reader
may now and then desire more detailed information than we
are able to afford. In all such cases we throw ourselves
upon his kind indulgence.

Our illustrations are from authentic sources, and may be
relied upon as true delineations of the scemery and the
inhabitants.

The maps have been drawn expressly for this book, and will
be found to present many new features, though we frankly
admit them to be deficient in some minor particulars. For
the orthography of proper names we have adopted the system
recommended by the Royal Geographical Socicty, and
cmployed in the Hydrographical Office. The Jetters a and i
are always to be pronounced as in ravine, the o as in go, the
e as in there, and the u as in flute. The diphthong ai or e
as the i in hide. The consonants are pronounced as in
English, but kA expresses a guttural.

‘We have avoided the use of foreign names, and terms of
weights and measures, as much as possible, and the few which
occur are explained in the glossary at the end of the volume.
The dates are according to the Gregorian Calendar, which is
twelve days in advance of that still in use in Russia.

. With these brief observations we submit our work to the
kind consideration of the Public.

37, SOUTHAMPTON TERRACE, WATERLOO ROAD,
October, 1861,
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PART I.—HISTORICAL.

PAGE
I.—MANCHURIA AND THE AMUR PREVIOUS T0 THE APPEARANCE OF
THE RUSSIANS
Manchuria 1100 B.0. is inhabited by Tunguzmn tribes known
to the Chinese as Suchi. The conquests of the Koreans
first introduce a certain degree of civilization, and in the
seventh century is founded the empire of Phuhai, which in
925 A.D. falls under the sway of the Kidans, also of Tunguzian
origin. The Kidans in turn succumb to the Gin, who reign
in Chine until 1234, when they are overthrown by the
Mongol Yuen, who had been called into the country by the
Chinese. On the expulsion of the Mongols, a native dynasty,
the Ming, ascends the throne of China and subjugates Man-
churia; but they are expelled from Manchuria*in 1621 by
Nukhatzi, a lineal descendant of the sncient Gin, and who
becomes founder of the Manchu dynasty still reigning in
China.

3

II.—FmrsT NEWS OF THE AMUR, 1636 ; PoYAREOF's EXPEDITION,
1643 T0 1646 . . R . . . 9
The Russian Cossacks steadily a.dmomg through Siberia,
hear for the first time of the Amur, when they stand by
the Sea of Okhotsk in 1636. Furtheir ipformation is obtained
by Perfirief on the Vitim; and Poyarkof, in 1643, leaves
Yakutsk on an expedition to the Amur. He ascends the
Aldan, crosses tHe Stanovoi Mountains, and winters in a
Daurian village on the Dzeys. His extortionate conduct
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causes hostilities with the natives,-and his officer, Petrof,-
meots with a repulse at Moldikichid. Having lost forty men
by famine, Poya;kof descends the Dzeya and Amur, and
winters in the. country of the Gilyaks, whence he roturns to
Yakutsk by way of the Sea of. Okhotsk.

IlL—KuaBAROF, 1647—1652. . . . . . .w®. 14

A rhorter route to the Amur is discovered by some Cossacks,
and Khabarof avails himself of it on his first expedition in
1649. Arrived on the Uppeér Amur he leaves a small de-
tachment at one of Lavkai's Forts, and goes back to- Yakutsk
for reinforcements. On his roturn to the Amur,1650, he
descends that river with men, storms a triple fortification,
surprizes Tolga’s village, and builds Achanskoi gorod, where
he winters, He is attacked there by the natives, and subse-
- quently by the Manchu. In the ensuing spring he re-ascends
the Amur, and at the Bureya Mountains meets with one
hundred and eighteen Cossacks, commanded by Chechigin
and Philipof. Nagiba had been sent in advance with twenty
men to announce the arrival of these reinforcements, but he
missed Khabarof, and descended the whole of the Amur,
returning by way of the Sea of Okhotsk to Yakutsk. Kha-
barof continues the ascent of the Amur, and, on his arriving
at the Dzeya, part of his men mutiny, and one hundred and
thirty-six out of a total of three hundred and forty-eight
desert hime He winters at. the Komar,

IV.—SrEPANOF, 1652—1661 . . . . . . . . 26

The events on the Amur attract the attention of the Govern-
ment at Moscow, and Simoviof ds sent to make preparations
for the arrival of a large military force. Exaggerated reports
“of "the riches of the countty cause it to be looked upon as
the Eldorado of Sibom,, and”all sorts of adventurers make
their way thither. JKhabarof is recalled to be rewarded for
his services, and Stepanof appointed his successor. Stepanof
is not able to carry out the instructions of the Government in
founding permanent settlements, but continues roving along
the Amur and the Sungari. At Kamdskoi ostrog he- is
besieged in the spring of 1655 by a large Manchu force. Push-
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kin, who had been sment & ¥he" sagun, ‘prefers joining
Stepanof on the Lower Anvewy Silt-#iuter in 1855-6 at
Kosogorsky, in the couptty of the Gilysks, Stepanof con-
tinues his predatory expedities unfil 1658, when he falls at
the mouth of the Dzeya in o endounter with the Chinese.
The few remaining Russians evacuate the Amur in1661+

V.—DISCOVERY AND Oc;ovpmou OF THE SHILKA, 1652-69 ., . 34

The Cossacks of Yeniseisk push acrosh Lake Baikal, and their
reports induce the Voived, Pashkof, to send Beketof to explore
these territories (1652). Beketof crosses the Yablonnoi
Mountains, and in 1654 founds Neludskoi ostrog, but want of
provisions induces him to join his compatriots on the Amur.
Pashkof having been appointed Commander-in-Chief of the
Russian settlements on’the Amur, leaves Yeniseisk in 1656,
and following the footsteps of Beketof, founds Nerchingk in
1658. In 1662 he returns to Yemseisk, being succeeded by
Tolbusin, The Amur itself had been forsaken at that time,

VI—RENEWED ENTERPRIZES ON THE AMUR. ALBAZIN. 1666 To
1682 « v« o+« e v W w4 . 88

Chernigovsky, having slain the Governor of Ilimsk, flies to the
Amur where he builds Albazin, 1666. He is joined there by
others ; villages are founded near the fort, and Albazin be-
cowes a place of importance. The Chinese complain of the
encroachments of the Russians, and Milovanof goes on a
conciliatory embassy to Peking in 1670, and Spafarik in 1675.
In spite of orders to the contrary, the Russiane at Albazin
again navigate the Lower Amur, They found settlements on
the Dzeya, 1676-8. Milovanof in 1681 is appointed governor
of these, and builds & fort on the Bilimji. A proposed ex-
pedition into the country of the Gilyaks, does not takb place,
but Frolof with sixty-one Uossacks gees to the Amgusi, where

he coustructs a fort. At the close 6f 1882 the Russians have
settlements at Albazin, on the Deeys, the Silimjs, and the

Amgun.

&

VIL—War wite CHINa, 1663101687 . . . . 45
The Chinese make large preparations to expel the Rusamns
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Muravief meets Admiral Putiatin in Port Imperial, and re-
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retreat to Castries Ba.y.

1855—6.

1856—7 . . . .

Three military expeditions desceud the Amul and colo.usts
are settled between Mariinsk and Nikolayovsk. The allied
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News of the conclusion of peace arrive in July, and the
Russians are left unfettered to carry on their plans. Count
Muravief secures large means at St. Petersburg. Four
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arranged, and two small steamers arrive from America.
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THE RUSSIANS ON THE AMUR.

PART I.—HISTORICAL.

L

MANCHURIA AND THE AMUR PREVIOUS TO THE
APPEARANCE OF TIIE RUSSIANS.,

Tae Amur has not yet played that part in the world’s history,
which from its size we might deem its due. Although
flowing, in its middle course, through x;egions which in
fertility rival those of ccntral Europe, it enters a sea ice-
bound during half the year or more. The cstablishment of
a commercial emporium at its mouth, could be of importance
only to a power which, possessing territories in the centre of
Northern Asia, sought by means of it to establish communi-
cation with transmarine countries. The nomadic and semi-
civilised tribes, who from time immemorial occupy the basin
of the Amur and its tributaries, never felt the want of such
communication ; and, moreover, inclination led these tribes
to prefer conquests in the south, rather than to rely upon
their own strength, and to found an independent empire’in
Manchuria. Thus we find the destinies of Manchuria
almost uninterruptedly connected with those of China,

It was reserved to Russia, first to appreciate the impor-
tance of the Amur; but, before relating the events which
led thither the foregs of the Colossus of the North, we will
give a short account of the tribes intwbiting the basin of the
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Amur, prior to the first discovery of the river by the
Cossacks in the seventeenth century.

The tribes inhabiting these regions are mentioned for the
first time in the Annals of China, 1100 8.c. They were
then known as Suchi, or Zucheu. Gorski supposes their
original seats to have been on the Steppes of Mongolia,
whence they retreated before the advancing Mongols to the
forests of Girin, north of the sacred Shan-alin mountains.
From Girin they spread over the whole of present Man-
churia, and colonies of them proceeded northward far into
Siberia. The Chinese applied the name of Dun-khu to the
eastern Mongols, and hence the name of Tunguzians.®

The manners and customs of the Tunguzians progressed
with their political development. The ancient Tunguz
learned from childhood to bend the bow and to tame the
horse. His arrow-head was of stone, dipped in a deadly
poison. Life was deemed of little value ; the dead were buried
in the open field, and a few pigs sacrificed on the grave,
which was screened from sun and rain by a wooden roof.
Age was but little respected ; and to shed tears at the death
of a relative was considered weakness in men or women.

* Qorski, “Origin and first Deeds of the Manchu Dypasty ;” “On the
Origin of the Manchu Dynasty of the Tsin, in ¢ Labours of the Russian
Mission at Pekin.” German Translation. Berlin, 1858—9, Plath, “The
Peoples of Manchuria,” Géttingen, 1838,

b According to Strahlenberg, the Arinians, a poor tribe on the
Yenisei, called the Tungusians, Tonge-kee, i.c., people of three tribes,
which Bulichef (Travels in East Siberia, volL i.) refers to the Reindeer
Tunguzians or Orochon (Orocha=reindeer) ; the Tunguzian fishermen
of the sea~coast or Namki (Lamutes ; Nam=ses), and the Daurians or
Tunguzians, rearing horned cattle and tilling the soil. The Tunguzians,
of whom the Manchu form a mere subdivision, are of the Turanian
race of man, to which belong also the Mongols (Tatars), and Turks.
Nevertheless, the name “Tatar” hes been applied in a much more
extended Bense. The dynasty ab present reigning in Chins, is for in-
stance frequently called Tatar, though of Manchu (Tungusian) origin.
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During winter these savages lived in subterraneous
dwellings, smeared their bodies with pig’s fat to protect
themselves against the cold, and wore garments msde of
hides or fish-skins. The women wore a diées of darse
linen. In summer they built huts at the fringe of the
forest. Dogs, pigs, and horses, were their only domestio
animals; the chase and fishing their only oceupation. Each
village acknowledged a hereditary chief, but was independent
of all else. .

The first amelioration in the condition of the inhabitants
is due to the conquegts made by the Koreans. Agritulture
was introduced ; villages combined, and, under common
chiefs, formed small confederacies. In the fifth century, the
Moho, whose lands extended to the Amur, paid tribute to
China in arrows, bows, fur-clothing, and sables. Korea, in
her wars with China, found powerful allics in these Moho,
who sent {o her aid an army of 150,000 men; but when
Korea fell under the sway of the Chinese, in 677, the tribe of
Tunguzians, subsequently known as the Manchu, retired to
the Shan-Alin Mountains, and having been joined there by
many XKoreans, they founded the Empire of Phu-kai, or
Bokhar, which at the height of its power reached from the
middle of K¢rea to beyond the Amur, and from the Eastern
Ocean to the Geat Khingau. This empire was inhabited by
1,000,000 families, and maintained an army of 20,000 well-
trained troops. The villages became towns, and the arts and
sciences were cultivated by Chinese and Koreans invited into
the country. The Emperor of China hastened to acknowledge
his powerful neighbour as the Most Sacred Emperor of
Bokhai,” and the country had become one ofthe most
flourishing kingdoms on the Eastern Sea.

This kingdom in 925 fell under the sway of the Kidans or
Liao, a dynasty also founded by a Tunguszian tribe, the
Shygoey or She-wei, who inhabited the cou%my” gtrotching
from Liso (Leso-tung or Shinking) to thé Rmur. The
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empiro of the Kidans had been founded in 907 by Apaokhi,
and cxisted until 1125. It included the whole of Mongolia
and Manchuria, and extended from the eastern ocean to
Kashgar, and from the Altai mountains to the wull of China.
China itself was tributary from 1012 to 1101. The Kidans
extended this power to the kindred tribes of the Mohos on
tho Sungari and Amur, who in the scventh century had
again assumed the ancient name of Suchi. Part of thesc
Suchi were entercd in the books of the Kidans as civilised,
others-were described as ““wild Suchi,” but they kept cattle
and horses. The dynasty destined to supplant that of the
Kidan, we allude to the Gin (Aishin, Sushin or Niuchzen),
arose among these wild Suchi. The founder of this family
was IHian-phu of the tribe of the Wan-yan, who after a
sojourn in Korea returned to his native country, introduced
agriculture, and replaced the birch-bark huts by houses.
His successors extended their power by policy, and the fifth
of the line was appointed governor over the wild Suchi. Ile
died in 1021. Agutha, the scventh of the line, whose birth
in 1068 had been announced by the appcarance of a five-
coloured cloud, threw off the yoke of the Kidans, fortified in
1114 the passes leading into Manchuria, and assembled a
small force of 2500 men on the Lai-leu river. Emissarics
were seut to the kindred tribes of the Suchi, and the force at
his disposal soon .amounted to 100,000 mcn, most of them
cavalry. Before invading China, he publicly enumerated the
crimes of the Kidans, and called upon heaven and carth to
second his undertaking. Large rewards were held out to the
soldiers in case of victory, ignominious punishinent in casc
of defeat. On marching out, the arrows were discharged to
keep off misfortune, flames burst forth from the earth, and
repeatedly scttled on the points of the lance—a sign that the
Gods were propitious. The army was divided into troops of
50 men, 20 of whom in the front rank wore heavy coats of
mail, and were'armed with lances and swords. The others
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in the rear-ranks had light armour, with bows and javelins.
On approaching the enemy two men were sent in advance to
reconnoitre, and the attack was made simultaneously from
four sides. They advanced, trotting, to within a hundred
paces of the enemy, and approaching the hostile lines at full
speed discharged their arrows and javelins, wheeled round
suddenly, and renewed this attack, ungl the enemy began to
waver, and only then resorted to the use of -the sword.

In 1115 Agutha assumed the name of Tai-tzu and the
titlo of Emperor. His dynasty he called Gin, or the Golden,
with reference probably to its stability. His successors
reigned in northern China from 1115 to 1234, and southern:
China paid tribute from 1141 to 1213. Constant wars with
the Korcans, Chinese, and Mongols, whose assistance had
been solicited by the Chinese, broke the power of the Gin.
The Mongols established themselves in China, and reigned as
the Yuen until 1368. The population of Manchuria was
decimated during this period, the towns were burnt, and
ruins alone. attested the former flourishing state of the
country. One of the emperors of the Yuen dynasty went
by sca to the mouth of the Amur, where he built in com-
memoration the Monastery of Eternal Repose, on the site of
which may still be seen several columns with inscriptions
recording the fact. (See chap. xii.)

The Yuen were overthrown in 1368 by a revolution headed
by a common Chinese, who founded the dynasty of the Ming.
At that time Manchuria was divided into Tsyan-chzu, Khai-
zi and Ye-shen. The first of these, to the north of the.
Shap-alin, wa®the most important. In 1403 the Ming made’
Ye-shen tributary, and soon after the other districts also.

At Odoli however, in Tsyan-chzu, there appeared, abeut
1360, Aishin-gioro, a lineal descendant of the ancient Gin, and
several villages acknowledged in him their chief. About the
latter part of the sixteenth century one of his descendants,
Nurkhatzi, enlarged the frontiers of the territory. In 1599
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he introduced a Manchu alphabet ; and the Mongol language,
which hitherto had been employed in all written communica-
tions, was supplanted by the Manchu. The prisoners of war
wero scttled in villages, and their prosperous condition
attracted others. The Chinese who had invested Nurkhatzi
with a fine sounding title, and a salary of 800 lan of silver
a year, were first roused to the danger of having so powerful
a vassal in 1616, when he assumed the name of Tyan-min,
and title of Emperor. By his compatriots he is called Tai-
tzu, i.e. ““the first of his race.” War was declared against
him, but Tai-tzu rcpeatedly defeated the Chinese; and in
1621 settled at Mugden in Leaotong, which he made his
capital. He died in 1626.

In China a revolution had broken out, and Li, a common
Chinese, defeated the Emperor, who committed suicide in
1643. The opponents of Li called to their aid the Manchu,
whose emperor expelled Li from Peking (1644), but died
soon after; and the conquest was completed under Shunchi,
then a child of six years of age.

It was about this time the Russians first appeared on the
Amur. The tribes living there partly acknowledged Manchu
sovereignty ; but the Manchu, still occupied in the consolida-
tion of their power in China, were not at first in a position
to protect their subjects against the ravages committed by
the Cossacks, and only in 1651 we find them actively engaged
in the wars against the Russians. It was reserved to the
great Emperor Kang-hi to expel the enemy, gnd force him,
in the treaty of Nerchinsk, to evacuate the regions of the
Amur. b



II.

FIRST NEWS OF THE AMUR, 1636; POYARKOF’S
EXPEDITION, 1643-46.

Ti1z Russians made the first settlement at the foot of the Ural,
towards tho end of the 15th century. In 1587 they founded
Tobolsk, whence with surprising rapidity they spread over
the whole of Siberia. Tomsk was founded in 1604 ; Yeniseisk,
in 1619; Yakutsk, 1632; and Okhotsk, in 1638.

The Russians reccived the first accounts of the existence
of the river Amur from a party of Cossacks, who had been
seut in 1636 from Tomsk to the Aldan river to make the
Tunguzians living there tributary. Some of these, under
the lcadership of Ivan Moskvitin, kept steadily advancing
towards the Kast, and in 1639 stood upon the shores of tho
Sca of Okhotsk, where they built a winter station, near the
mouth of the Ulya river, for the collection of tribute. Here
they met with Tunguzians from the river Ud, further south,
who spoke of tribes dwelling along the Dzeya (8i) and Shil-
kar, who cultivated the soil, and with whom they bartered
subles for corn. Another tribe near the mouth of the Amur,
called the Natkani, carried on commerce in glass beads, copper
vesscls, silver ornaments, silk and cotton stuffs, evidently
received from Japan and China.

In the same year (1639), another party of Cossacks, com-
manded by Max Perfirief, who had been sent from Yeniseisk
to the Vitim, heard confirmatory reports with respect to the
Shilka (or apper Amur). They heard about a prince of the
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Daurians, Lavkai, who inhabited a stronghold at the mouth
of the Urka rivulet; his people kept cattle and tilled the
soil; silver, copper and lead ores were said to be found in his
“territories, and an active bartering trade was being carried
on with the lower part of the river, whence silks, cotton stufls,
and other merchandise of Chinese origin were imported.

These various reports did not fail to attract attention in
Siberia, but particularly in the rising town of Yakutsk,
which was just then becoming important through the fur
trade. Its first Voivod, Peter Petrovich Golovin, resolved to
have the river explored. One expedition was sent by way of
the Vitim, but proved unsuccessful; a second, however, up
the Aldan, succecded.

Vasilei Poyarkof was placed at the head of 132 men, most
of whom were Promyshleni, who previous to joining had been
made to undergo some drill as Cossacks. He took with him
a small half-pounder iron gun, with ample supplies of provi-
sions and ammunition. On the 15th of July, 1643, the
cxpedition left Yakutsk. For eleven weeks he ascended the
Aldan and its tributaries, the Uchur and Gonoma, but being
considerably retarded by numerous rapids and shallows on
the latter river, he found himself obliged at the end of
September to build winter quarters. Poyarkof left forty
men here to guard the stores, and himself with the remain-
ing ninety-two continucd the journey by land, dragging
their provisions on hand sledges. After travelling four weeks
under great hardships, he came to the Brianda rivulet, a
tributary of the Dzeya. After two days’ descent of the
Dzeya, he met the first Reindeer Tunguzians, at the mouth of
the lower Brianda. Proceeding still further down the river,
and passing the mouths of the Gilui and Ur, at the last of
which he found Tunguzians with horned cattle, Poyarkof,

¢ Perfirief was not able to advance far along the Vitim; and a second
party of seventy Cossacks, sent soon after him, returned also without
having made any progress.
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eleven days from his departure from the upper Brianda, came
to a Daurian village at the mouth of the Umlekan, the inha-
bitants of which tilled the soil gnd kept cattle. His recep-
tion was most friendly ; he was presented with. ten oxen. and
forty baskets of oatmeal, a very acceptable gift t8-our. famish~
ing adventurers, who, in-the vain hope of coming into’ rich
and fertile - regions, had left their winter quarters at the
Gonoma with- an irisufficient supply of provisions. Tlhe
Daurians were not at all reticent about giving information
with respect to the country beyond. A Khan, Borboi, dwelled
in a fortified town, about six weeks’ journey from the Umlekan.
ITe had net yet succeeded in making tributary all the tribes
dwelling on the Amur, and occasionally sent out two or three
thousund men, armed with spears, bows or fire-arms, to collect
tribute from all who offered resistance. At his residence a
considerable bartering trade was carried on, especially in silks
and cottons imported from China. Manchu traders visited
the dwelling places of the Tunguzians and Daurians regu-
larly. The reports concerning Lavkai were confirmed.

The accession of ninety-two men to a small Daurian
village soon caused provisions to run short. Poyarkof there-
fore sent Yushkof Petrof, one of his officers, to Moldikichid,
u fortified Daurian village at the mouth of the Selimda,
where provisions were said to abound. Petrof had received
orders to entice the chiefs from ‘the village, and kcep them
as hostages, so as to be able to dictate his own terms to
the inhabitants of the place. -No such stratagem, however,
was required. The unsuspectmo' native chiefs, Dozi and
Kolpa, went of their own accord to meet the Russians’.as
friends, and offered their services. Petrof, instead of tahﬁg
advantage of this favourable reception, detained the elueﬁ
and demanded instant admission into the village. This the .
Daurians would mnot grant; Petrof threatened to torture ',
the hostages, and by his overbearing conduct provoked the
inhubitants to an attack. They' sallied from. their village,
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several on horseback, and vigorously “attacked the Rus-
sians, who had ten men made prisoners dangerously
wounded and were obliged do retire with the rcmainder,
many of whom were also wounded, to the forest, where the
Daurians sodh surrounded them. Xolpa was shot by mistake
by his own people, Dozi cscaped. After four days the
vigilance of the Daurians relaxed, and Petrof was enabled
to make good his retreat to the Umlekan.

s chief was naturally highly incensed at the ill success
of the expedition. He refused to share the small stock of
provisions yct remaining with Petrof’s people ; and "they had
to subsist on the bark of trces mixed with-a little oatmeal
and the roots of herbs. TPoyarkof’s own conduct had how-
ever scarcely been more judicious. The hostages whom he
had taken escaped; and the natives, rendered desperate by
hLis continued exactions, attacked his encampment, but were
beaten off. It is said that Poyarkof offered the bodies of
those slain in the contest to the companions of Petrof for
food. Famine gradually thinned the ranksof the Russians;
and ere the forty Cossucks left at the Gonoma arrived with
provisions, nearly fifty men had succumbed to the pangs of
hunger. -

On their arrival the journey was continued without
loss of time. After thrce days he came to a Daurian
village af the mouth of the Gogul Kurgu; two days sub-
sequently to the village Buldachin; and, on the fifth day,
to the mouth of the Dzeya. The Daurian population was
numerous, and all of them tilled the soil. After three
wecks Poyarkof reached the mouth of the Sungari (Shingal),
when he sent on a reconnoitring party of twenty-five
men, all of whom, two excepted, were slain by the Ducheri,
who at that time inhabited the banks of the Amur, from
the Dzeya to four days beyond the Usuri. Nearly six weeks
more were spent in reaching the mouth of the Amur, four
weeks of which among the Natki, a tribe inhabiting the
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lower course of the river, and, like the Gilyaks, not yet
tributary to any foreign power. Among the oyarkof
fixed his winter quarters, and collected as tnbutéhmity-mght
zorok of sable.

On his return, in 1645, he took with him one of the’
chicfs as a hostage. He came in a boat to the mouth of the
Ulya river, where he wintered, and early in the following
year continued his journey to Yakutsk, and arrived therc
on the 12th June, 1646. A few men, whom he had left
at the Ulya to collect tribute, did not stay there very long;
for Nagiba, who passed that way in 1652, found no trace of
them. In Poyarkof’s opinion, 300 men would suffice
to subject the whole of the territories visited by him.
Threo forts, with a garrison of fifty men each, should be
erccted in the country of the Daurians and Ducheri, and the
remaining 150 men kept in hand in case the collection of
tribute was opposed. Provisions abounded, and no serious
resistance was to be apprehended.

Wo cannot deny to Poyarkof the merit of having been
the first to explore the course of the Amur. At the same
time his treacherous and cruel behaviour towards the
natives, who had received him with open arms, makes him
suffer greatly in our cstimation ; whilst his want of foresight,
in entering an unknown region, in the middle of winter,
without a sufficient supply of provisions, proves him to have
been a man scarcely fit far the command of an expedition
of this kind.
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KHABAROF, NAGIBA, CHECHEGIN AND
PHILIPPOF. 1647 to 1652.

Tue accounts of Poyarkof kept alive the interest taken in
the exploration and conquest of the countrics of the Amur ;
and when some Promyshleni, who had been hunting on the
Olekma, received information, in 1647, of a shorter and more
commodious route to the Amur, measures were at once taken
to render it available. Cossacks were sent to construct an
Ostrog at the confluence of the Tugir and Olekma, and
some of the men crossed the dividing range in 1648. At a
Simovie of some Promyshleni they left the Olekma, and in
two days arrived at the Urka river, a tributary of the Amur.
They advanced cautiously, avoiding all villages, and -came
upon the Amur at a place half a day’s jowrney below the
mouth of the Urka. Ilere they saw a raft upon the river,
and were told by their Tunguzian guide that his country-
men on the Shilka descended the river every autumn with
their horses, to buy corn from Prince Lavkai. At the
beginning of winter they returned by land to their own
country. Lavkai’s town was said to be a day’s journey lower
down ; but owing to their small number the Cossacks pre-
ferred returning to the Olekma, notching the trees how-
ever on their route, to guide any future expedition.

In the year following this preparatory exploration,
Yerofei Khabarof,* a wealthy Promiyshleni, proposed the sub-

* Khabarof was born at Sol Vuichegodsk, in the government of
Vologda. In 1636 we find him settled on a farm on the Yenisei, in

Siberia. In 1639 he established the saltworks of Kutskoi, on atributary
of the Lena, which two years afterwards were declared crown property,

without granting him an indemnity.
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jugation of the newly discovered territories to Dmitri

Andrev Zin Transbekof, the newly appointed Voivod of-
Yakutsk, who in that year had wintered at Ilimsk. Kha--
barof offered to bear the expenses attending the outfit: df 5
such an expedition himself, and promised to send the *

tribute collected to Yakutsk. The Voivod at once_gm*e his

consent. A few Cossacks were placed at the disposal of

Khabarof, and rather late in the season he left Ilimsk with

about seventy men. He wintered at Tugirsk, and on the

18th January 1650 continued his journey to the Amur on

sledges. The bad conduct of Poyarkof and his Cossacks had

already become known among the native populations, and

on Khabarof’s approach they deserted their dwellings. In-

stead of the one fort of Lavkai, Khabarof found five, from

onc to one and a half day’s journey from each other, all

belonging to the prince and his relations. The fortifications

consisted of wooden walls, with four or five turrets for

archers, the whole surrounded by a ditch and high earth-

walls.  Small, covered gates, for sorties, were placed bencath
the towers, and scBret passages led down to the river.

Within the enclosure stood large wooden houses, with paper

windows, each affording accommodation to fifty or sixty

persons.

The first and second of these forts Khabarof found de-
serted ; but on approaching the third, he saw five horsemen
advancing towards him. These were Lavkai himself, two of
his brothers, his son-in-law, and a servant. They halted at
speaking distance, and conversation was carried on through
a Tunguzian interpreter. Lavkai desired to know the object
of the Russians in visiting his country. When told they
merely came for the sake of trade, he proved incredulous: he
had heard from a Cossick that the Russians intended to
conquer and enslave the country. Khabarof replied, that he
might possibly require & small tribute; but that, in return,
the Tzar would take them under his powerful protection !
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Lavkai’s brothers seemed to hesitate ; but the prince’s opinion
prevailed, and the conference was broken off abruptly by the
Daurians, who rode away. An attempt to overtake them
proved futile.

The fourth fort had also been evacuated ; and at the fifth,
an old woman only, who claimed to be Lavkai’s sister, had
been left behind. * She had once been & prisoner at the town
of Bogdoi, the governor of Manchuria, and spoke with raptures
of the fine merchandize and fire-arms. found in his capital on
the river Nonn.

Khabarof now returned to the first of Lavkai’s forts, which
was not only the strongest, but also offered the greatest ad-
vantages for communicating with Tugirsk. The other forts
he appears to have burned ; at all events no further mention
is made of them. Ile discovered here large pits filled with
corn, which the Daurians had left bohind. The river con-
tained plenty of cxcellent fish; the forests sheltered valuable
animals; and the surrounding country seemed well adapted
for settlement. Well satisfied with his preliminary journey,
Khabarof, with a few men, returned tosYakutsk, where he
arrived on the 26th March, 1650. Those remaining behind
collocted tribute from the neighbouring tribes, which, together
with some samples of wheat grown on the Amur, were for-
warded by way of Yakutsk to Moscow.
© Khabarof was most favourably received by the Voivod, who
placed twenty-one Cossacks under his orders, and gave per-
mission to enlist any number of Promyshleni. One hundred
and seventeen of the latter joined, and Khabarof hastened back
to the Amur, with the intention of exploring that river to its
mouth. Lavkai’s fort was destroyed and abandoned. On
the 2nd June, 1651, Khabarof left on a number of large
and small barges. Two days later the Russians passed
the site of the Daurian village of a Prince Dazaul. On the
third day two Daurian villages were passed, the inhabitants
of which took to flight on the approach of the Russians.
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In the evening they came in sight of.a triple fortification
recently built by the Daurian Princes Gugudar, Olgamza
and Lotodim, with a view of checking the progress of the
Russians. The forts were built: of wood and earth and sur- .
rounded by a ditch about two yards deep, and into which- led
covered gateways. The Daurian garrison had been reinforced
by fifty Manchu horsemen whom the Emperor Shun-chi had
scnt to collect tribute, and who, it was fondly hoped, would
prove formidable champions in the coming conflict. Trusting
to their superior numbers, the Daurians attempted to prevent
the landing of the Russians, but on the first discharge of
firc-arms, by which twenty of them were laid low, they
retired preécipitately into their fortress. The Manchu warriors
fled inland. A demand to surrender was answered by a
defiant discharge of arrows from the turrets of the forts.
The Russians sucessfully replied with their fire-arms, and
during the night, with the aid of three small cannons, effected
a breach beneath one of the towers, and by sunrise they
cntered the first of the forts. The enemy, after a hand-to-
hand fight, retired to the two rcmaining divisions of the
fortress. At noon tho first of these was entered by the
Russians, and soon afterwards the third and last was taken
by storm. No quarter was given to any offering resistance.
Only a few Daurians made their escape; the others were
slain without mercy. Two hundred and fourtcen bodies were
found in the first and second divisions of the fort, and four
hundred and twenty-seven in the third. If we adll to these
the twenty men said to -have been killed at the place of
landing, the loss of the Daurians would amount to six
hundred and sixty-one males. Two hundred and forty-three
women and young girls, and onc hundred and eighteen
children, were made prisoners. The booty included two
hundred and thirty-seven horses, one hundred and thirteen
head of cattle, and rich stores of grain. The loss of the
Russians was trifling in comparison: four killed, and forty-
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five slightly wounded. No quarter appears to have been
granted, and the whole proceeding of Khabarof evinces uu-
warrantable cruelty and short-sighted policy. )

Khabarof resolved to stay here for some time. On the
day following this victory, the Manchu who had fled at the
beginning of the battle, returncd in the comppany of a Chinese
Mandarin, wearing a silk gown and a cap of sable, who
expressed a desire to live on friendly terms with the
Russians.

Some of the prisoncrs were sent as messengers to the
neighbouring Princes Dazaul, Banbulai, Shilginei and Albaza,
requiring these to send in their submission to the Tsar.
However, none of them rcturned; and on the 20th July
Khabarof continued his journey, taking with him the best
horses.>  On the following day he passed Banbulai’s villuge,
which had been deserted by the inhabitants. Some scouts
were sent in advance, and took a few prisoners, who mentioned
a village belonging to Prince Kokorei, opposite the Dzeyn;
other Daurian villages were to be found lower down the
river, the chief one of which had been built recently, and
strongly fortified; it belonged to the Princes Tolga, Turuncha
and Omutei. After two days and a half Khaburof passed
the mouth of the Dzcya, but found the village deserted. Ile
then sent a party in advance, who took the fort of Tolga (Tol-
gin gorod) by surprise, while the Daurians, unaware of the
proximity of the Russians, were enjoying themselves at the
village, a Yew hundred yards lower down on the river. When
the main body of the Russians arrived the horscs and
cannon were landed, and the village was surrounded. All
those offering resistance were cut down, and tho three
princes with one hundred of the most respectable inhabitants
taken prisoners to the fort. Here they werec made to swear
allegiance to the Tzar, and they promised to pay tribute for

b The women and children, it would seem, had been liberated.
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a thousand men subject to their authority. Turuncha and
Tolga remained @ hostages, and the others were permitted to
return to their village.

Both parties appear to have lived peaceably together at first.
The burthen of supporting two hundred Russians for a length
of time was too much for the friendship of the Daurians, and
one fine morning, the 3td September, the whole village
was found deserted. Khabarof was thus obliged to give up
his intention of staying here during the winter. The fort
and village was burnt, Princes Turuncha and Tolga were
taken on board one of the barges, and on the 7th September
the expedition sailed for the lower Amur. Tolga committed
suicide by drowning on the following day, in consequence of
the barbarous torturcs to which he had been subjected.c
Four days brought our adventurers to the defile of the
Bureya mountains, two more were spent in the passage
through them, and onthe eighth day they arrived at the mouth
of the Sungari. The country above and below the mountains
was inhabited by the Goguli, whose villages contained but
ten huts each. Below the mouth of the Sungari lived the
Ducheri in larger villages of from sixty to eighty huts.
Doth tribes cultivated the soil and kept cattle. Scven days’
journey below the Sungari commences the country of the
Achani —Poyarkof’s Natki— who depended mainly upon the
produce of fishing for their sustenance.

On the 29th September Khabarof came to a large village
of the Achani, ten days’ journey above the Gilyaks, where he
resolved to winter, and built a fort Achanskoi Gorod.¢

¢ Khabarof himself admits having tortured and burnt his hostages,
The memory of this treatment by the early Russians still lives among
the natives of the Amur, and Middendorf was told in 1845 by a Nigi-
dal (Natki), that the early Russians were devils, who made gridirons
of the parents to roast the children. (Middendorf, iv. p. 174.)

4 Maack discovered the remans of an extensive Russian fortification,
on an eminence, a short distance above the mouth of the Usuri, which
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The addition of two hundred persoms to the population of a
small Achani village, especially as these wére in no mood to
pay forprovisions, formed a sufficient reason for hostilities on the
part of the natives. When therefore a hundred men in two
barges left on the 5th of Octdber on a foraging expedition
to the Upper Amur, the Achani and somo Ducheri confede-
rates, altogether perhaps 1000 men strong, attacked the fort
from the land side. They were just preparing to sct fire to
its wooden walls, when Khabarof, with seventy men, made a
sartie ; thirty-six remained behind, working the three guns
with great effect. The natives retreated after a fight which
lasted two hours, and left on the ficld one hundred and
seventeen killed, or one man out of nine. The Russians lost
only one man. Two duys after this affair the foraging party
returned, their barges deeply laden, and a heavy tribute was
exacted from the unfortunate Achani.

Khabarof, in anticipation of a sccond attack by a still
larger force, put his fort into a better state of defence, a
precaution which proved well timed. The Ducheri and
Achani had sought protection against their forcign oppres-
sors from the Manchu governor Uchwiva, who resided at
Nadimni. Orders had been given by him to Izinei, the

he considers to be identical with Achanskoi Gored. This is evidently
a mistake. Khabarof, in his account, does not mention the Usuri at
all, but Poyarkof tells us that Ducheri dwelled for the space of four
days’ journey below it, and only then comnienced the country of the
Achani, amongst whom Khabharof took up his winter quarters. A
glance at the map will show thé satisfactory manner in which the
reports of both explorers tally. Khabarof having passed the Sungaii,
remained for seven days in the country of the Ducheri. On the 23rd
September he entered that of the Achani, and four days sulsequently
arrived at his winter quarters, which we are inclined to believe were
somewhere about the mouth of the Khungar. The account of Achans-
kot Gorod in Atkinson’s Travels appcars to us a mere elaboration of
Maack,
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governor of Niulgut, on the Sungari (Ninguta), to assemble
an army, march against the Russians, and take them, if
possible, alive! Izcnei, full of confidence, gathered about
him 2020 horsemen, armed with bows or matchlocks,, séveral
of which latter had three or four barrels. His artillery
consisted of six.iron cannons. Twelve shells of potter’s earth,
filled each with forty pounds of gunpowder, were to be used
for blasting.

At daybreak on the 24th March, 1652, the Manchu made
their appearance bofore the fort of the Russians. These
latter were still asleep; and had it not been for the firing off
of matchlocks by the Manchu, possibly with a view to in-
timidate their enemies, Khabarof might never have returned
to tell the tale of his adventures. Fortunately he was thus
roused, and prepared for defence.  The Manchu placed their
guns in position, battered the fort, and soon effected a
breach, through which they prepared to take the place by
assault. The Russians hastened to place one of their cannons
behind the breach, and opened a most destructive fire upon the
assailing column. Having repulsed them, one hundred and fifty

Russians made a sortie, and took two of the Manchu guns which
had been brought too close to the fort. Most of the matchlock-
men having been disabled, the Russians were left masters of
the field. Their trophies, in addition to the two cannons,
consisted of seventeen matchlocks, eight standards, eight
hundred and thirty horses and a few prisoncrs. The loss of
the Manchu is said to have been six hundred and seventy-six
killed left upon the ficld; the Russians had only ten killed
and seventy-eight wounded.

The country surrounding Achanskoi was by no means
fertile; and Khabarof, tired of living upon fish alone, and
also apprehensive of remewed attacks by the Manchu, when,
owing to the distance from Yakutsk, he could not reckon
upon any reinforcements, resolved to reascend the Amur.
Six barges (Doshchaniks) were prepared for that purpose;
and, on the 22nd April, 1652, he left his winter-quarters.
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At the mouth of the Sungari, an army of 6,000 Manchu
and - Ducheri had been assembled to prevent the Russians
from landing at that part of the river; the wind, fortunately,
was favourable, and enabled the Russians to pass without
molestation. On the boats arriving at the upper end of the
defile of the Bureya mountains, Khabarof unexpectedly met a
party of one hundred and eighteen Cossacks and Promyshleni,
who had been sent from Yakutsk to reinforce him, and were
commanded by Tretiak Yermolaef Chechigin and Artemci
Philippof Petrillovskoi.e

These men had left Yakutsk in the summer of 1651, scon
after Khabarof’s departure on his second journey. They
were provided with thirty puds of lcad and thirty of powder,
most of which was left at Tugirsk to be forwarded in tho
ensuing spring. On the 21st of September they arrived at
the Amur, built boats without loss of time, and descended
the river as far as Banbulai’s village, when the approach of
winter stopped their further progress, and induced them to
stay near the Kamara. As soon as the ice began to move
(4th May), Nagiba, with twenty-six men, was sent in ad-
vance to apprise Khabarof of the approach of reinforce-
ments. The main body followed, after the ammunition had
been received from Tugirsk, on the 24th of May, and met
Khabarof as stated above. _

Nagiba however had missed him, probably in the laby-
rinth of islands above the mouth of the Sungari, where the
presence of a large Manchu force rendered it dangerous to
separate his small band. Secarcely below the Dzeya, on the
fourth day since his departure, Nagiba had been surrounded
by Dairian boats, but forced a passage. Slowly he de-
scended the river, leaving papers notifying the fact of his

e Petrillovskoi was to go as ambassador to China, accompanied
by a baptised Tatar, Anania Uruslanof, a serf of the Voivod of
Yakutsk. The former never reached his destination, and the latter,
in 1653, deserted to the Chinese, who heaped benefits upon him.



NAGIBA. 23

having passed, and, after four wecks of unsuccessful search,
met a Natki, who told him .Khabarof was staying lower
down; a piece of information which proved erroneous.
Three more weeks elapsed ; Naglba found himself sur-
rounded by numerous Gilyak boats; to retrest or to ad-
vanco was impossible. Nine days he remained in this
precarious position, when hunger made him desperate; he
effected a landing, killed thirty men who offered resistance,
and took away the fish hanging in ono of the store-houses
near a villago. After this feat he was permitted to continue
his journey unmolested, and, after three days, on the 26th
of July, he reached the mouth of the Amur. It was not
considered feasible to return by the same reute, and Nagiba
resolved to build a larger boat, and, like Poyarkof, return
by the sca of Okhotsk.

Just gs he was putting to sea, a large Gilyak boat, with
a crew of forty men, approached with hostile intentions ;
the Russians, however, slew every one of their assailants.
At last they left. Violent storms raged for ten days, the
Loat was crushed between icebergs, provisions and ammu-
nition were lost; but the crew reached the land in safety.
For five days they continugd travelling along the coast,
subsisting on herbs, roots, and some seals thrown up by the
sea. They then built another boat, and skirting the coast
for a fortnight, came to the Uchalda river, where they
found a plentiful supply of dried fish among the Tunguzians
and Gilyaks living there. Nagiba stayed here until the
middle of September, and then crossed by land to the
Tugur river, where he remained till the summer of 1653
collecting tribute. At his departure ke left behind Ivan
Uvarof and twenty men, to complete the subjugation of the
ncighbouring tribes, whilst himself, with four men, again
went to sea, and after four wecks reached the Nangtara
river, whence he crossed the mountains fo the Aldan, On
the 15th of September, 1G53, he arrived at Yakutsk. Rein-
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forcements were subsequently sent to Uvarof, but the fort
was finally destroyed by the Manchu in 1683.

‘We now return to Khabarof, whom we left at the defile of
the Bureya Mountains. That commander considered his
forces sufficient to maintain himself on the Amur. IHe
ascended the river, eollected tribute from the Ducheri, and
was just about to build a fort opposite the Dzeya, when the
outbreak of a mutiny among his men put a sudden termina-
tion to his plans: Out of three hundred and forty-cightf
men, one hundred and thiz:ty-six, led on by Polywxkof,
Ivanof, and Vazilief, desertcd on the lst August, at the
mouth of the Dzeya, with three barges, and sailed down the
Amur. Subsequently some of these appear to have returned
to their allegiance; others may have gone over to the
Chinese, or were slain by the natives.

The embassy which it had been proposed to send from the
Tolga’s village to Peking, did not depart, because no guide
could be found. The proposed building of a fort at Koko-
rei’s village, opposite the Dzeya, did not take place for want
of alarger force. Messengers were sent on the 9th August
to Yakutsk, to ask for reinforcements. For fear of the
Daurians they mostly travelled by night, and spent nearly
five weeks on the journey. Khabarof considered 6,000 men
a sufficient force to resist 40,000 Manchu. Of course no
such force was available at that time in Siberia, and the
Voivod therefore sent the messengers on to Moscow, where
the conquest of the Amur had already been under considera-
tion for some time.

fFrom the number of men stated to be with.Khabarof, thirty-
eight, in addition to one hundred and eighteen brought by Chechigin,
must have arrived from Siberia, They were probably brought to the
Amur by Nikita Prokopief, who left Yakutsk on the 30th June, with
orders to report on the country, and bring back the tribute which
might have been collected. He was told to seek out Khabarof, either
at Chipin Ostrog, or Albazin, on the upper Amur.
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Khabarof, in the same ‘year (1652), appears to have as-
cended the Amur to the mouth of the Kamara, where he
built Kamarskoi‘Ostrog on an island opposite the mouth of
the river, subsequently known as one of the chief positions
of the Russians on the Amur.

Looking back at what had been done duripg the first nine
years of Russian adventure on the Amur, we must ac-
knowledge the perseverance of some of the leaders, but at
the same time deplore that enterprises of this kind were left
in the hands of private adventurers, who sought rather their
own immediate benefit than the permanent advantage of the
state. The natives appear to have been exposed to all sorts
of extortion: tribute was levied to an wunlimited extent,
without any commensurate good being conferred upon the
natives. No settlements of peasants, or tillers of the soil,
were founded; the resources of the country were soon ex-
hausted by perpetual foragin;g expeditions of Russian ad-
venturers.  'When the Russians first arrived on the Amur,
the natives cultivated ficlds and kept cattle. Ten years
afterwards these ficlds had become descrts ; and a country,
which formerly cxported grain, could not even support its
own reduced population. There is no doubt that, had these
cxpeditions been carried out upon a more sensible plan,
Russia might have enjoyed these resources of the A.mur two
centuries before our times. .

Five hundred and thirty-two Russians in all had left
Siberia for the Amur. Of these, two hundred and ten
remained with Khabarof, twenty occupied a small fort on
the Tugur river, on the sea of Okhotsk, sixty-nine returned
to Yakutsk, and two hundred and thirty-three were lost in
the combats with the natives and Manchu, by famine, or
desertion. The loss of the natives and Manchu, in killed,
amounted, as far as can be ascertained, to about 1,600
men.
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IV.

STEPANOF. 1652—1661.

Reports of the excesses committed by the adventurers on
the Amur had reached Moscow, and it was resolved to send
an army of 3,000 men to occupy the newly-explored terri-
tories in a more cfficient manmer. The Okelnichei and
Voivod, Prince Ivan Ivanovich Lobanof Rostovskoi, was
chosen to command this expedition ; and Dimitri Ivanof Zin
Simoviof, with a small body of troops, was sent in advance
to prepare the way. IHe left Moscow in March 1652,
reached the ILena late in the autumn of the same year,
wintered at Ohechwiskoi Volok, and continued his journey
to the Olckma in the spring of 1653. Ie thence sent his
men up to the Tugur river to rebuild the fort which had
formerly stood there, and himself hastened to Yakutsk to
consult the Voivod and ensure the success of the expe-
dition.

‘Whilst Simoviof wintered at the Lena (1662—3), the two
Cossacks whom Khabarof had sent for succour passed on
their way to Moscow, spreading everywhere the most ex-
aggerated reports about the riches to be found on the Amur,
and the prosperous condition of their chief’s settlement.
They spoke of abundance of gold, silver, cattl®, sables. The
nativos were said to wear satin dresses and gold ornaments.
As might have been expected, these unfounded reports caused
un immense sensation among the adventure-loving popula-
tion of Ilimsk and Werkholinsk. Hundreds hastened to
seek their fortune on the Amur. The Cossacks of Werkho-
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linsk were the first to start for the Eldorado of Eastern Asia.

They wero followed by the carpenters engaged to build the-
boats for Rostovskoi’s expedition ; by fur-hunters, peasants,

and convicts. Cossacks sent to bring back the fugitives, met

with resistance. All along the Lena, lawless bands plun-

dered the villages and devastated the fields. These disorders

continued for soveral years; and as lateas 1655, the brothers

Michael and Yakof Zorokin headed a band of three hundred

adventurers, and, plundering ell along the road, advanced to
the Amur, where they met with a miserable death. After
that time, however, measures were taken to check these
lawless proccedings. A fort was built at tho mouth of the
Olckma, and no one allowed to proceed to the Amur without
a passport.

Simoviof, when he came back to the Olekma, met one hun-
dred of these adventurers, but his orders to them to return
were not heeded.  'Without delay, he continued his journey
to the Amur, and in August 1653, he met Khabarof and
thrcc hundred and twenty® men at the ®outh of the
Dzeya.  Small golden medals were presented to Khabarof
und his companions in the name of the Emperor, as an
acknowledgment for the services they had rendered.
Simoviof at once communicated tho instructions he had
reccived.  Khabarof was to go to Moscow, to report
personally on the capabilities of the newly discovered
territories. The command of the whole forces of the
Amur was to devolve upon Onufrei Stepanof. Tretiak
Chechegin, with four men, was to proceed upon an embassy
to Pcking. Three forts were to be constructed: one at the
mouth of the Dzeya, a second on the site of Albaza’s village,
and a third at the mouth of the Argun. The soil was to be
cultivated, and one year’s provisions for an army of 6,000

s Khabarof, in the earlier part of the year, must bave heen rein-

forced, for we left him with two hundred and ten men.in his winter
quarters at Kamarsk.



28 SIMOVIOF’S PROCEEDINGS ON THE AMUR.

men were to be collected. Previous to Simoviof’s return
forty-eight Promyshleni arrived on the Amur, and offered
their services. They were placed under the command of
_Kashenitz and ordered to the upper Amur, to collect tribute.
They built an Ostrog at the river Urka, where they wintered,
but havingexpended theirammunition, they preferred rejoining
Stepanof, on the lower part of the river. The embassy for
Peking actually departed, but Chechegin and his companions
were slain on the road by their Ducheri guides.

Simoviof departed with Khabarof, and took with him
some Daurians, Ducheri, and Gilyaks, males and females,
whom he presented to the Tzar ; they were, however, restored
to their families in 1655. At Tugirsk, where he wintercd,
he ordered forty puds of powder and forty of lead, with
many iron agricultural implements, to be Dburied, instead of
forwarding them to Stepanof, who sadly wanted ammunition.
Khabarof, as a reward for his services, was crcated Syn-
boyarskoi; and the villages on the Lena, extending from
Ustkut to Ch#skoi Volok, were placed under his superinten-
dence. At the present time, his memory still lives in the
name of the village of Khabarova, near Kirensk.

TUnfortunately, none of the orders of Simoviof were carricd
out. After Khabarof’s departure Stepanof descended the
Amur to the mouth of the Sungari, where he obtained
provisions. He then wintered in the country of the Ducheri.®
In the spring of 1654 a sccond visit was paid to the Sungari;
but after having gone up that river for three days, he met a
hostile flotilla, and an army of 3,000 Manchu, besides Daurians
and Ducheri. Stepanof courageously attacked the boats and
put them to flight, but as Simoviof’s sage arrangements had
left him without powder and shot, he could not hope to make
head against the land troops, and was obliged to retire. On

b Very likely a short distance above the mouth of the Usuri, where
remains of an old fort have been discovered by Mr. Maack,



STEPANOF BESIEGED AT KAMARSK, 29

the 4th July he surprised a Daurian village, made some
prisoners, but found scarccly any provisions. This want of
provisions and ammunition is pleaded by him 8s.an excuse
for not building the three forts. He ought, however; tohave
carried out these orders during the previous year.

On again ascending the Amur, Stepanof met ﬂnrty
Yeniseisk Cossacks, who had left their chief, Beketof, in
search of other service ; and soon afterwards he came upon
Beketof himself, with the remainder of the men (twenty-
four) entrusted to his command. In order not to interrupt
our narrative, we will not stop here to explain how these
Yeniseisk Cossacks came to the Amur, but reserve this for
the next chapter.

Stepanof rcsolved to winter at the mouth of the “Kamara.
The old fort, built by Khabarof, bad been destroyed; and it
was necessary, therefore, to build a new one. The new fort
was surrounded by an earth wall, with four bulwarks, sur-
mounted by a double row of palisades, and was enclosed by a
ditch six feet deep and twelve wide. The approaches were
defended by iron spikes and spike traps. The guns were
mounted on a raised platform in the centre of the forts, and
pipes luid from a well to .all parts of the fort, in case the
cnemy should succeed in setting fire to it. A church conse-
crated to “Saviour of the World ”” was built here, and con-
tained a miracle-working painting. Two Chinese prisoners
were baptised in this church subscquently, and sent to
Yakutsk. The Russian garrison numbered five hundred men.
The winter passed quictly ; but on the approach of spring, a
Chinese army of 10,000 men, with fifteen cannons, numerous
matchlocks, and storming apparatus, appeared before the
place. The storming apparatus was carried on two-wheel
cars, and consisted of large shiclds covered with leather and
felt, behind which the marksmen might advance with safety
close to the fort; storming ladders, with wheels and iron
hooks ; wood, pitch, straw, and other combustible materials.
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Twenty Russians, who had gone to the forest to fell wood,
were surprised by the encmy and taken prisoners. A number
of Russians made a sortie; but they ventured too far, were
surrounded and cut to pieces. The Chinese at once proceeded
to tho erection of batteries. Ome of these was placed on a
cliff on the opposite bank of the river, two hundred fect high,*
and at a distance of four hundred and seventy yards. The
distance of two other batteries was one hundred and sixty and
two hundred and thirty yards respectively. A continuous fire
was kept up day and night, from the 20th March, but without
producing any effect upon the earthen walls. The Chinese,
at last, resolved to take the place by assault. Storming
parties advanced from four sides simultancously, but met
with the most determined resistance. The hand-to-hand fight
lasted through the whole of the night, from the 21th to x5th
March ; and at dawn the Russians made a sortie, compelled
the enemy to retire, and several prisoners, two matchlocks,
many cannon balls, and plenty of ammunition fell into their
hand<. Thenceforth the Chiuese tival off their guns at long
intervals, and scarcely venturcd from their camp, which wax
pitched at eight hundred yards from the fort. After three
weeks’ siege they retired, having previously destroyed the
boats of the Russiuns.  During the siege the garrison prayed
and fasted, sccking thus strength to undergo the hardships
and privaons their position entailed.

And most nobly did they hold their own against an encmy
so far superior in numbers and well provided with ammuni-
tion, of which the Russians were ulmost entirely destitute.
After the withdrawal of the Chinese, seven hundred and
thirty cannon balls were picked off the field; but none weighed
above two pounds.

Before leaving his winter quarters, Stepanof sent the

¢ Cape Bibikof (Lung-tor) where traces of these batterios may yet
be seen. See Index.
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tribute ho had collected direct to Moscow, instead of pre-
viously allowing it to pass through the hands of the Voivod
of Yakutsk. This was by no means a wise proceeding, for
Lie had mainly to rely upon the latter for a fresh supply of
ammunition.

In the meantime Feodor Pushchin, with fifty Cossacks,
had been sent from Yakutsk to the Argun (spring, 1654),
at the mouth of which he built a Simovie. He ascended the
river for three weeks without meeting any inhabitants, and
resolved, therefore, to join his fortunes with those of Stepanof.
He fell in with the latter at the mouth of the Sungari, and
togother they ascended that river and collected provisions to
last for one year. They then sailed down the Amur, and
built an Ostrdg, in the country of the Gilyaks, which they
called Kossogorski,* from its position on the slope of a hill.
They were told here of thirty Cossacks under Anika Loginof,
who had come by land from the north, but had been mur-
dered.  The supposed murderers were punished.  During
the winter above one hundred and {wenty sorok of sable,
cight black, and fifty-six red fox-skins were collected as
tiibute; and in the spring (1656), our adventurers re-ascended
the Amur. Pushchin speaks of the country of the Gilyaks as
the only place where tribute might yet be collected advan-
tageously. Tle recommended to send annually some Cossacks,
by way of Okhotsk, to collect it ; and saw in thig the means
of preserving the lower part of the river for Russia, even
should its upper part be Jost.

On again ascending the river, the villages of the Ducheri
were found to have been deserted. The burnt remains of
Russian barges were found ; and subsequently they heard that
forty Russians, who had comec down in them, had been
killed by the Ducheri. These men, no doubt, formed part of

4 The position of Kossogorski has heen satisfactorily identified. It
was situated on tho island of Suchi, opposite Mariinsk.
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Zorokin’s band of three hundred  adventurers® And
Pushchin found the corpses of the remainder, who had been
starved to death, higher up the river.

On argiving at the Sungari, Stepanof, with a few men,
ascended that river to reconmoitre, but found the villages
deserted. He was told by a few solitary individuals whom
he met, that the inhabitants had been conveyed by the
Chinese up the Sungari, and been settled down on the
Kurga River. ‘

The future of Stepanof’s small army did not appear in the
brightest light. Provisions were running short, and it
became more difficult from day to day to procure a fresh
supply. On the 22nd July, he sent away Pushchin and
Beketof, with twenty Cossacks, to take tBe tribute to
Moscow. In their desire to find out a shorter route, this
party lost their way, and before rcaching Tugirsk forty-
one of them had died of hunger. Fortunately they met
here with a convoy of provisions intended for Pashkof, who
was then just about to start for the Shilka.

Simoviof, in the meantime, had arrived at Moscow, and
though the proposed expedition under Rostovskoi, as
originally projected, had been given up on account of the
disturbances which had taken place in Siberia, the central
government showed its solicitude for the futurc of the Amur
country byssending a letter to Stepanof (dated 15th March,
1655), assuring him of tho Tzar’s special favour and en-
couraging him to new enterprises. At the same time he was
recommended to treat the native inhabitants with leniency,
not to levy any excessive tribute, and to avoid unneccssary
collision with the Chinese. These instructions, however
well meant, did not prove of benefit in the state of affairs
then subsisting on the river.

Stepanof appears to have remained at Kamarskoi during

¢ See p. 27.
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the winter, 1657-8. When he again descended the Amur, in
the spring, he met a fleet of forty-five Manchu boats below
the Sungari, well armed with large and small guns.
Stepanof had with him five hundred men ; but of these one
hundred and eighty abandoned him before the commence-
ment of the fight, and others deserted to the Chinese.
Stepanof scon found himself surrounded by the enemy ;
and his hergic resistance proved of no avail. Himself and
two hundred and seventy men were either slain or made
prisoners, and only forty-seven made their escape; fifty
soroks of sable fell into the hands of the conquerors.

The one hundred and eighty deserters on ascending the
Amur, met Potapof, who, with thirty men, had been sent
from Nerchinsk to seek Stepanof. But instead of placing
themselves under his orders, they robbed him of his pro-
visions, and again descended to the mouth of the Amur,
where they wintered amongst the Gilyaks. IHaving collected
cightcen soroks of sable as tribute, they returned in the
cnsuing spring (1658) to Kamarskoi. On the way thither
they were joined by the forty-seven Cossacks who had
escaped at the Battle of the Sungari. At Kamarskoi the ad-
venturers separated. One party of one hundred and seven took
the tribute to the Lena ; the others (one hundred and twenty
men) returned in the summer to the Dzeya, where the
Tunguzians had remained faithful. The formergparty did
not again return to the Amur, and the latter took no further
trouble about the collection of tribute. Most of them
returned to Yakutsk in 1660, and a few (seventeen) joined
Pashkof on the Shilka in 1661.
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V.

DISCOVERY AND OCCUPATION OF THE SHILKA.
1652—68.

Wz will now go a foew years back, to glance at the discovery
of the Shilka river, which the Russians look upon as the
chief arm of the Amur. Cossacks from Yeniseisk had
pushed their cxploratory excursions beyond Lake Buikal,
across the Yablonoi Khrebet to the Shilka. One of these
parties returned in 1652, and Pashkof the Voivod, a man of
energy and enterprise, having gained from the men all in-
formation he could, resolved to seffd an exploratory party in
that dircction, without losing any time in applying at
Moscow for an authorisation. The command of the expedi-
tion was entrusted to Beketof. On the 2nd June, 1652, the
lagter left Yeniseisk with one hundred Cossacks on boats.
On his arrival at the Bratskoi Ostrog, he sent Maximof, with
twenty men, in advance to the Irgen Lake, where he was to
remain during the winter, to collect tribute and make pre-
parations for crossing the mountains in the ensuing summer.
Beketof himself, with the bulk of the expedition, wintcred at
the mouth of the Selinga river. In the spring (1653), the
Cossacks made various excursions against the neighbouring
Buriates ; and on the 2nd June, the journey up the Selinga
was continued on large barges (Doshchaniks). After
twenty-seven days’ travelling they were met by Maximof on
the Khilok river ; smaller boats were built and the navigation
continued to the Ilgen Lake, which at that period still
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communicated with the Khilok. An Ostrog was erected
there, and tribute in sables collected from the neighbouring
Tunguzians. In addition to six soroks of sable, prewously
collected by Maximof, nineteen more were sent’ to. Yeniseisk.
In the spring of 1654, Maximof was -again sent forward to
reconnoitre ; Beketof soon followed, and on reaching the
Ingoda, eonstructed rafts, and descended that river and the
Shilka to the mouth of the Nercha rivulet, opposite to which
he built an Ostrog. He collected tribute, and at once began
to cultivate some fields. For a time all went well; but
Gantimur, a Tunguzian chief, who was dissatisfied at being
subject to Russia, withdrew with his people to the right
bank of the Argun, whence no persuasion could bring him
back. The Tunguzians who had remained behind, also
began to show signs of disaffection. After a time they
surrounded Beketof in his fort, took away some of his horses,
and laid waste the ficlds. The Russians suffered a great
deal from want of provisibns. Thirty men left Bekotof to
try their fortunes on the Lower Amur; and Beketof, with
the remainder, followed soon afterwards, and joined Stepanof,
as stated above (p. 29).

Other parties were sent out from Yeniseisk, in the years
1654 and 1655, to explore the country bevond TLake Baikal.
Pashkof, not discouraged by the ill success of Beketof’s ex-
pedition to the Shilka, proposed to the government at
Moscow, to found a town upon the Shilka (Upper Amur),
whence the surrounding territories might be subjugated with
greater facility. His proposals were approved. IHe was
entrusted with their execution ; and appointed commander-
in-chief of the whole of the Russian forces on the Amur.
Ammunition was to be supplied from Tobolsk, and provisions
from Ilimsk.

On the 18th July, 1656, Pashkof left Yeniseisk with five
hundred and sixty-six men,and continued his journeyto Brats-
koi on the Angara, where he wintered.  Part of his provisions
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had been sent on to the Tugir, but fell into the hands of the
famishing Cossacks of Stepanof (see p.32). He, therefore,
sent the remainder —two hundred and twenty-five chetverts of
- flour, and five hundred puds of seed corn—to Ilimsk. In the
summer of 1657, Pashkof got as far as Irgen Lake, where
he wintered; and, in the ensuing spring, continued his
jourtiey to the Shilka, where he founded Nerchinsk (first
called Neludskoi Ostrog, after a Tunguzian chief), at the
mouth of the Nercha rivulet. His provisions soon began to
fail; and the Russians, for a time, had recourse to fallen
horses, to dogs, and any other animals they could procure,
until a fresh supply of flour arrived, by way of Tugirsk, in
1659. Ammunition also was wanting. The supplies buricd
by Simoviof at Tugirsk in 1654, were thought of ; but on
scarch being made for the treasure, a wooden ‘cross merely
was found, and an inscription upon it stated that Zorokin and
his companions had appropriated these supplies in 1655 to
their own private use. '

Whilst Pashkof was yet engaged in building Nerchinsk,
he sent Potapof, with thirty men, down to the Amur
(summer, 1658), to look for Stepanof, to acquaint him with
his (Pashkof’s) appointment to the chief command of all
Russian forces on the Amur; to order him to send one
hundred men to Nerchinsk, and to establish himself with the
remainder at Albazin. These orders however came too late.
Potapof was met on his road by the one hundred and eighty
deserters from the battle near the Sungari, who robbed him
of his provisions; and he was obliged to return, the object of
bis mission being unattained.

Only seventeen of Stepanof’s men subsequently (1661)
joined Pashkof; and af that time the Russians had no force
whatever on the Amur. Pashkof removed his head-quarters
to Irgenskoi, and left a small garrison 4;nerely at Nerchinsk.
From this place he sent in 1661 a party of Cossacks against
the neighbouring Tunguzians. Amongst these were fifteen
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men who had formerly been on the Lower Amur; and re-
gretting the license they enjoyed. there, they deserted. They
built a raft; descended the river to Nerchinsk, where they
intimidated! the few men loft to guard .the fort (most had
gone fishing), and took away their boats. Theirintention had
been to leave the Amur altogether, and scck their fortunes on
the Lena, or elsewhere. Fate however had otherwise or-
dained. They were met and taken on the road by Larion
Tolbusin, Pashkof’s successor. Pashkof himself returned-to
Yeniseisk (1662).

Under the direction of Tolbusin and Daniel Arshinski
(from 1669), Nerchinsk gradually rosc into a place of im-
“portance. -
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VI.

RENEWED ENTERPRISES ON TIIE AMUR.
ALBAZIN FOUNDED.
1669—82.

SiNCE the year 1661 the whole of the Amur had been
abandoned by the Russians ; but Chernigovsky inaugurated
a new era of enterprise, by establishing himself at Albazin
in 1669. Nikitor Chernigovsky, a native of Poland, had
been exiled to Siberia in 1638.  In the.year 1650 we find
him “headman ” of the agricultural colony at Chechinskoi
Volok, and two years afterwards superintending the Ust
Kutskoi saltworks. At that time a large fair was held
annually at Kirensk on the Lena ; and the Voivod of Ilimsk
used to go there to settle disputes and collect dues. In
1665 the fair passed off as usual; but on his return the
Voivod Lawrence Obukhof was surprised by one of the
lawless bands then prowling about the country, and mur-
dered. The leader of this band was Chernigovsky. Witsen
in his “ Noord en Oost Tartarije ” tells us a somewhat more
romantic tale. The Voivod was said to have dishonoured
one of Chernigovsky’s sisters, and was killed from a fecling of
fraternal revenge. However that may be, the murderer and
his companions sought to evade the consequences of this
deed, by flying to the wilds of the Amur. At Kirensk
Chernigovsky forcibly took the Hierbmonakh Yermoghen
(Hermogenes),” who three years before (1663) had founded
the Troitsk monastery ; and on arriving at the Tugir river
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his band mustered eighty-four men. Fifteen of these, while
on a plundering expedition, were elain by the Tunguzians.
In the winter our adventurers crossed the mountains, and
settled upon the site of Albaza’s village, one of the old forts
of Lavkai. The position was well chosen; the mountain
ranges towards the north kept off the cold winds, and
European cereals and plants could be cultivated with advan-
tage. The fort was made of wood. It formed a parallelo-
gram of one hundred and twenty-six feet by ninety. Two
towers faced the water, and one stood towards the land;
beneath the latter the entrance gate led into the fort. The
whole was surrounded by a ditch, and further protected by
chevaux-de-frise and foot-traps. The stores stood within
the cnclosure, but the ordinary dwelling houses of the
garrison lay beyond. Yermoghen founded here the church
of the Resurrection of Christ (Voskresenic Khristof).

In China, where Kang-hi, the greatest of the Manchu
omperors, had ascended the throne in 1662, the re-appearance
of the Russians on the Amur at once attracted notice, and
a lotter arrived at Nerchinsk' in 1670, complaining of the
encroachments of the Cossacks at Albazin, without, however,
requiring that station itself to be cvacuated. Milovanof was
sent to Peking with a reply ; ho was presented to the emperor,
laden with rich gifts, and returned to Nerchinsk accompanied
by a mandarin and sixty-five Chinese soldiers.

The fugitives at Albazin were reinforced by other parties;
and after some time, the tribute taken from the natives was
regularly sent to Nerchinsk.® In 1671 Ivan Okolkof was
sent from Nerchinsk, to assume the chief command. At his
instigation the Hieromonakh Yermoghen built a monastery
dedicated to “Our Saviour” (Spas Vsemilostivi), at a place
called Brusysnoi Kagen, a short distance above the settle-
ment. It was proposed subsequently to byild a cathedral

\

* Tn 1672, the tribute collected amounted to four soroks of sablos.
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dedicated to the Archangel Michacl, and a chapel of “Our
Lady of Vladimir,” projects never carried out. In the same
year, and in that following, 1672, peasants arrived to till the
soil. They built several villages, amongst which Pokrov-
skaya Sloboda, a few versts below Albazin, was the most
important. The other villages were Panova, Soldatovo, and
Andrushkina, the latter at the mouth of the Burinda. The
government at Moscow, just then engaged in a war with
Poland and Turkey, could pay but slight attention to the
affairs of the Amur. The Cossacks sought to attract its
attention by spreading a false report, in 1671, about a large
Chinese force having crossed the dividing range and built a
fortress on the Tugir. At Yakutsk, there were, at that time,
but two serviccable guns, and the rumoured invasion was
reported to Moscow. Simultaneously with this false intelli-
gence a petition arrived at Moscow, signed by one hundred
and one of the garrison at Albazin, and praying for a pardon
for Chernigovski, in consideration of the services rendered
by him subsequent to his offence. A couple of days how-
cver before the arrival of this petition at the capital, judg-
ment had been recorded against him (15th March, 1672).
Himself, his sons, and several others were found guilty: in
all, seven persons were condemned to death; forty-seven
were to undergo various sentences. Out of regard, however,
to the critical state of affairs on tho Amur, this decision was
reversed, and the bearers of the petition rcturned with 2000
rubles (£300) as a present to the garrison of Albazin.

Many Tunguzians in the neighbourhood of Albazin, who
had formerly been tributary, were again subjected, and this,
it was feared at Moscow, might lead to fresh difficultics with
the Chinese. To prevent it, an envoy was to be sent to
China. Nicolas Spafarik, a Greek, ,was selected for this
office. He left Moscow in 1675, accompanied by a large
retinue. On his arrival at Tsitsikar he is said to have
admitted to a Chinese functionary, that the Russians had no
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legal claim whatever to the Dzeya. At Peking, Spafarik made
a favourable impression upon the Jesuit fathers by his learn-
ing. At first he insisted upon delivering his letters into
the Emperor’s own hand; but fearing his mission might
prove a failure, he allowed himself to be persuaded that such
waus not the custom of the country. The letters were then
received by a Chinese official at the foot of the Emperor’s
throne, and opcned in the ambassador’s presence. On his
return journcy (1676) Spafarik sent word to the Russians
at Albazin, both from Tsitsikar and Nerchinsk, not any
longer to navigate the lower Amur and the Dzeya, nor to
collect tribute from the Tunguzians dwelling along the
latter.

These orders however were not heeded. In that very
year (1676), a Yashnoi Simovie had been built at the mouth
of the Gilui, whence parties started on foot for the upper
Dueya to collect tribute. But owing to the difficulties which
such journeys on foot offered, it was resolved to detach a party
of seventy-one Cossacks and Promyshleni, commanded by
Tedka Ostafeva, to built a fort on the upper Dzeya. They
sclected the mouth of the Numisha (Amumish) rivulet as a
suitable spot, and built Zcisko Ostrog in 1678. In the same
year, one hundred and eighty-one sables were sent thenee
as tribute to Albuzin, and the tribes of the Ailagir, Tonki
and Kautagen made their submission ; their example being
followed by the Uligari and Magiri. The chief of the latter
gave permission to build a fort on the Selimba river (Selim-
binskoi Ostrog). This was done in 1679; and a second fort,
Dolonskoi Ostrog, at the mouth of the Dolonza rivulet, was
established in the same yoear.

The Russian settlements on the Dzeya had hitherto been
merely small stations for facilitating the collection of tribute.
In 1681, however, the Voivod of Nerchinsk, Fedor Demenshe-
vitz Voikof, entrusted to the Boyar Zin Ignatius Milovanof
the task of exploring the Dzeya and Sclimba rivers, with
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a view to the formation of some settlements on a larger
scale. Milovanof describes the country around Delonsk as
highly fertile and productive. Rich pastures extended along
the Dzeya as far as the Brianda river. The old fort of
Zeisk (Verkhe Zeisk) had been washed away by the river,
but at the request of the Ulagiri Tunguzians, Milovanof
rebuilt it at a site a little below the Brianda. A small place
Kaja was situated at the mouth of the Dzeya, and half a
day’s ride down the Amur stood the small town of Aigun
(Gaigun), which formerly occupied only 2:70 acres, but had
lately been increased to 13'5. It was defended by a square
fort of 2'70 acres in the centre, the walls of which were
twelve to cighteen fcet high.® The surrounding land was
fertile, and a considerable traffic was carried on with the
Manchu, who ascended the Amur in boats, but landed about
half a day’s journey lower down. The inhabitants were
not able to afford any information regarding the origin of
the place. There was a road, passable for horses, from
Dolonsk to the mouth of the Dzeya, which could be travelled
over in four days. Thence, following the course of the
Amur, Albazin could be reached on foot in three weeks.

In 1682 Milovanof sent in a report of his exploration,
accompanied by a map. He proposed therein to found a
town, either at the mouth of the Dzeya or in the neighbour-
hood of Aigun, positions very favourably situated for carry-
ing on commerce with China. The government did not,
however, enter upon any new undertaking; but resolved
merely to strengthen the old settlements. Milovanof was
ordered to establish himself at Selimbinsk, and reinforce-
ments were sent to him from Albazin to fortify that
place. Ile was to collect tribute in the name of the emperor.
The trade in furs was forbidden to him ; but as a special mark

b The remains of the earthen walls may still be seen; the outer
enceinte encloses, however, thirty-three acres, and the square in the
centre five acres English.
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of favour he was permitted to deal in brandy; beer, bread,
and tobacco. The settlements on the Dzeya and Silimja wers
declared independent of Albazin, and Milovanof reported
direct to Nerchinsk. Strangers were to be received hos-
pitably, and every protection was to be afforded to their
enterprises, and so forth.

A proposed expedition to the Gilyaks at the mouth of the
Amur, entrusted by the Voivod of Nerchinsk to S8enotrussof,
was not carricd out, owing to disputes at Albazin, to which
place Voykof had sent his son Andrei, as governor, in the
spring of 1682. The garrison of two hundred men asked for
their pay ; and as there was no money in the public treasury,
they insisted upon sables belonging to government being
sold.  Voykof went himself to quell these disturbances.
Whilst there, Gavrilo Frolof requested permission to go
with a party of Cossacks and Promyshleni to the rivers
Bureya (Bystra) and Amgun (Khamun), which had just
then become known, and the {ribes along which were inde-
pendent alike of Chinese and Russians, The Voivod granted
the desired permission ; but relented on his return to Ner-
shinsk, fearing a collision with the Chinese. Ho sent
counter-orders to Albazin; but the governor there, who had
been chosen by the Cossacks, either would not, or could not,
carry them out; and Frolof departed with sixty-one men.®
Ho made his way to the Amgun, and built a Yasoshnoi
Simovie at the mouth of the Duka or Dukika rivulet, which
he called Ust Dukikanskoi. Shortly before him a party of
Cossacks and Promyshleni had come from Tugursk, and
built a Simovie at the mouth of tho Nemilen rivulet. Both
partics joined, took a few hostages from amongst the natives,

¢ According to Witsen, p. 3, Gavrilo Frolof and sixty men mutinied
at Iimsk. They slow the governor and fled for safety to the Amur.
Information of this outrage may partly account for Voykof’s reluc-
tance to allew Frolof to depart.
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and repulsed with little loss to themselves a body of three
hundred Natki and Gilyaks, who were on the road to Tugursk
to destroy that fort, probably at the instigation of the
Chinese.

At the close of 1682 the Russian settloments on the
Amur and its tributaries were as follow :—

Albazin, and a number of villages in its vicinity, on the
Upper Amur.

Novo Seisk, Selimbinskoi Ostrog, and Dolonskoi on the
Dzeya.

Dukikanskoi on the Amgun; Tugursk and Udsk at
rivulets falling into the sea of Okhotsk.
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WAR WITH CHINA.
1683—1688.

ARMB OF ALBAZIN.

Trr successful re-occupation of the northern tributaries of
the Amur, and the prosperous condition of Albazin, where
about 2,700 acres of land had been brought into cultivation,
roused the attention of the Chinese. In the summer of
1683, preparatory to undertaking military operations on a
large scale, they threw a strong garrison into Aigunm, and
fortified an Island of the Amur, two miles above that
town.

A detachment of sixty-seven Cossacks, commanded by
Gregory Mylnikof and intended for the reinforcement of
Frolof, on the Amgun, left Albazin on the 17th July, 1683;
but were intercepted at the Dzeya by a large Chinese force
in five hundred and sixty small boats (busses) each of which
carried twenty men, supported by several thousand horse-
men on land.* The Russians landed on the northern bank
of the river, and Mylnikof by invitation of the Chinese
general crossed over to the other bank to have a conference.

s Witsen, p.96, says 15,000.
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He was, however, treacherously made prisoner, His men
in presence of such superior numbers lost heart; some of
them voluntarily surrendercd to the Chinese and were sent
prisoners to Peking ; others fled to the Russian scttlements
on the Dzeya and Selimba, where they spread the report of
a large Chinese army; and a few only returned to Albazin,
arriving at the beginning of August. The Chinese, without
loss of time, ascended the Dzoya ; the settlements of Dolonskoi
and Selimbinskoi Ostrog they found deserted, and they had
nothing to do but burn down the houses. Tho garrison of
Novo Zeisk however, not having been warned of their
approach, were surprised and made prisoners. The Russians
of the Amgun also abandoned their settlement, rotired down
the Amur, and reached Udskoi by sea ; but the garrison at
Tugursk fell into the hands of the Chinese.

In fact, at the close of 1683, the whole of the Russian
settlements on the lower Amur and its tributaries had been
destroyed, and Albazin alone remained.

Early in 1684, two Russian prisoners were sent back from
Peking, with a letter to the governor of Albazin. This letter
on its arrival at Aigun had been translated by some Russian
deserters. In it promises and threats were held out to induce
the garrison to surrender, but failed in their effect. On its
receipt, Ivan Voilochnikof, a common Cossack then governor,
ussembled the garrison, and read the letter ; but all declared
in favour of defending the place. Aid and ammunition were
solicited from Siberia. A new governor, Alexei Tolbusin
arrived in June; and then Albazin, at the height of its
prosperity, and on the eve of its fall, received a coat of
arms, representing a spread eagle holding a bow and arrow
in its talons.

Tarly in 1685 the Manchu advanced towards Albazin. Tol-
busin on their approach ordered the ncighbouring villages
to be evacuated, and the forty dwelling houses standing
beyond the fort to be burnt down. The garrison, including
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Cossacks, merchants, Promyshleni and peasants, numbered
four hundred and fifty mon; their arms consisted of three
hundred muskets and three small cannons. Reinforcements
were however expected almost daily. Large supplies of
ammunition and other warlike stores were known to have
left Yeniseisk. Afanei Beiton, a Prussian nobleman for-
merly in the Polish service, and who had been made prisoner
and exiled to Siberia, had organised a regiment of Cossacks
at Tobolsk, six hundred men strong, and was expected to
arrive in the early part of the year. The resources left at
the disposal of Tolbusin were, however, evidently insufficient
1o resist a prolonged siege.

The Chincse forces ascended the Amur in one hundred
large boats. They were in all about 18,000 men, including
those who came by land. Their arms consisted of bows and
sabres, and they brought with them fiftcen guns, from five to
cight-pounders, of European manufacture, besides some long
tubes, weighing about fifteen pounds, with a touch-hole at
the side, and which were carried on horseback.®

On the 4th of June the advanced guard of the Chinese
arrived and seized some cattle. The first boats arrived at
tho first village below Albazin on the 10th; and on the
cnsuing day, the Chinese general sent in a demand for sur-
render, written in Manchu, Russian and Polish, and pro-
mising the greatest leniency if his demand were complied
with. No attention was paid to this summons; and the
bombardment commenced on the 12th. During the first few
days the Russians lost onc hundred men. Yermoghen, with
crucifix in hand, encouraged tho Cossacks by word and
deed.®

b Witgen, p. 65. Miiller, ii. p. 386, speaks of one hundred and fifty
pieces of field-artillery, and forty to fifty siege-guns !

© After the destruction of Albazin Yermoghen retired to Kirensk,
where he died ; and in 1788 & stone monument was erected to his
memory in the Monastery of Troitzk, which he had founded there.
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The wooden walls ‘and towers of the fort had sustained
considerablo damage, and ammunition began to fail. There
appearcd no chance of carrying the defence to a successful
issue ; and the inhabitants, headed by Yermoghen, the
founder and superintendent of the Spaskoi Monastery, which
had been but just completed, and the priest of the church of
the “ Resurrection ” petitioned the governor on the 22nd, to
make terms with the Chinese for a free retreat to Nerchinsk.
Tolbusin saw himself compelled to accede to this request; a
deputation was sent to the Chincse general, and the terms of
surrender arranged. The garrison were permitted to leave
with their arms and baggage ; but twenty-five of them pre-
ferred going over to the Chinese.

Scarcely a day’s journcy above Albazin, the retreating
garrisons met the long-expected reinforccments : one hundred
men, with two brass and three iron cannons, three hundred
muskets, and plenty of ammunition. They had left Nerchinsk
on the 23rd June; Beiton’s regiment had just arrived at
Nerchinsk, and several of his men were amongst them. ITad
they come twenty-four hours sooner, the fall of Albazin
might have been averted; as it was, all returned to
Nerchinsk. )

The Chinese followed the retreating Russians at a distance,
as far as the river Argun. On their return to Albazin they
burnt the fort and dwelling houses, but left the fields
untouched. They then retired down the Amur, evacuated
Aigun, which was situated on the left bank of the river,
and removed the town to the right bank, threc miles lower
down to the site of Tolga’s village. The new town was
surrounded by a double row of palisades, eighteen feet high,
and twelve feet distant from cach other. The space between
the two rows was filled up with earth to the height of six
feet. The circumference of the whole was 1,200 yards. A
well was in the centre. Two thousand or 2,500 men, with
thirty cannons, were left as a garrison, and five hundred
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men to till the soil; the bulk of tho army withdrew up the
Sungari., Female settlers were expected in the summer of
1686.

We will now return to tho Russians on the Upper Amur.
Ivan Vlassof had been appointed Voivod of Nerchinsk in
1684; he wasnot a man to lose courage through a catastrophe,
such as the surrender of Albazin, The arrival of Beiton’s
regimont had placed at his disposal & force larger than any
Voivod possessed before him, and he was fully resolved not
to surrender the Amur without another struggle. Five duys
after Tolbusin had returned with tho garrison.of Albazin,
he sent down the river seventy men to reconnoitre the
vicinity of the deserted fortress. Thoy came back on the
7th August, after an absence of seventeen days. On the
ruins of Albazin they found a solitury Chinaman, who owing
to some mishap had been compelled to fly the companionship
of his own countrymen. According to his account the
Chinese had retired to Aigun.

Without loss of time, Beiton with two hundred men was
despatched to Albazin, He was followed by Tolbusin, who
at the request of the former inhabitants was again appointed
governor.  The whole of the forces then at his disposal
amounted to six hundred and seventy-one men, with five
brass and three iron cannons, and ample military stores.
Further reiuforcements followed.

They at once set about gathering in the harvest, but all of
it could not be sccured, as muny hands were required to
rebuild the fort, and erect habitations for the winter. The
enclosure of the fort was formed by-a wall, cleverly constructed
of loam, grass, and the roots of trees. At the foot, this wall
was twenty-cight feet thick, and on the 11th of October it
had been raised to the height of ten feet. The approach of
winter put a stop to the progress of the works, but in spring
they were resumed with renewed vigour. The wall was
raised to twenty feet. A houso for the governor had been

B
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built inside the enclosure, and ten others for the garrison
outside, but owing to the want of building materials more
could not be done at the time. The fields were attended to,
but not with that care, which a less fertile soil would have
required. In the spring of 1686, rye and oats fetched nine
copecks the pud; wheat, twelve copecks; peas and hempseed,
thirty copecks ; barley grits, twenty-five copecks.

During the autumn, the settlers were kept in a state of
inquietude by hostile parties lurking about the place. ~Tun-
guzians, who voluntarily brought in their tribute, were
suspected of acting as spies of the Chinese. Several attempts
to take one of the Manchu prisoner failed, and Tolbusin,
desirous to be informed of the movements of the Chinese,
sent Beiton with three hundred men to the Kamara (March,
1686), to gain some information regarding their whercabouts.
Beiton encamped at the mouth of the Kamara on the 12th.
‘On the 17th he espied a troop of forty Manchu horsemen in
the direction of Tsitsikar, and at once gave orders to pursue
them. After a hot chase of thirty versts, he came up with
them ; in the skirmish, which ensued, he lost scven men, but
killed thirty Manchu, and took one of them, Kevutei or
Govodeiko, prisoner. Through him Beiton learned that the
Chinese governor at Tsitsikar had heard of the reconstruction
of Albazin from some Targachins, who had been molested
by Albazinian Cossacks whilst on the chase. The, governor
then sent out some people, who succeeded in kidnapping a
Russian peasant, who confirmed the statements made by the
Targachins. At that very time a Manchu army was marching
upon Albazin.

Beiton at once returned to Albazin. The fort was put in
a state of defence. The garrison numbered seven hundred
and thirty-six men — a large force to be lodged for a long

4 At Nerchinsk, rye-flour 3} gmlders a pud; wheat 4 gullders a
pud, and meat about 48 stuivers a pud. e



SECOND SIEGE OF ALEAZIN. 51

period in the mud-houses of the small fort. Their material
consisted of eight cannons, one mortar, thirty large shells,
four hundred and forty hand-grenades and an ample supply
of powder and shot.

The Chinese forces advanced by land and water. About
3,000 horsemen approached along the left bank of thé.
river; and being well acquainted with the country, they
came upon the Albazinians quite unexpectedly (7th July).
They surprised some horseherds on' the fields, and out of
thirty they killed or made prisoners twenty-two. Those
who escaped were not able to reach the fort, but fortunately
met With a detachment of seventy Cossacks who had been sent .
to watch the siege, and with whom they returned to Nerchinsk.
Another party of twermty Russians were similarly surprised.
The fort was soon surrounded; the fields were laid waste,
and the crops destroyed. On the river the Chinese came
on in one hundred and fifty barges, each carrying from
twenty to forty men. Six of these barges were laden with
ammunition and two with arrows. The Chinese had forty
cannons, and twenty Europeans in the guise of Chinamen
assisted in working them. Many Tunguzians from the
neighbourhood joined the forces of the Chinesé) and proved
formidable bowmen.

The Chinese immediately seized upon the Russian boats.
One general fixed his head-quarters on the island opposite
Albazin, and in front of the mouth of the river Albazikha ;
another on the right bank of tho river above the fort; and
the third on the left bank below it. The branch of the
Amur protected by the island served as a harbour. The
Chinese encampments were at a distance of four hundred
yards only, and the batteries at sixty yards. The wooden
abaltis, with which the Chinese sought to protect themselves,
took fire, and was subsequently replaced by earthworks and
ditches surrounding the whole of the fort, and forming
regular parallels. On the lst of September the Chinese

E2
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attempted to carry the place by assault, but were beaten
back with great slaughter, and in five sorties which the
garrison subsequently made many Chinese were killed and
geveral taken prisoncrs. Tolbusin was mortally wounded
towards the end of September whilst reconnoitring the
Chinesc forces from one of the towers, and the command
devolved upon Beiton. The garrison had not however
suffered hitherto any heavy loss, but owing to the dampness
of their underground habitations and other privations, dis-
eases broke out, amongst the most destructive of which was
the scurvy. By the end of November the garrison was
reduced to one hundred and fifteen men. Ample provisions
for another year remained, but only four hundred and
eighty pounds of powder. Notwithstanding this sad state
of affairs, the offers by the Chinese of a free retreat, in case
of a surrender, and promotion to deserters, conveyed into
the fort by means of letters aflixed to arrows were
rcjected. Two messengers had been sent in October to
Nerchinsk for relief, but the boat was unfortunately broken
by the ice, and they arrived only after great difficulty at
their place of destination.  No aid could however be afforded
at that timé

At the end of NovemBer the interference of diplomacy
made itself felt at Albazin. The Chinese, on the last day of
that month, received orders to retire threc versts from tho
“fortress—orders which they hailed with pleasure, as they,
as well as the Russians, had suffered a great deal from in-
fectious discascs. On the 6th May 1687 the Chinese with-
drew another verst. During this truce the beleaguered
wero at liberty to leave the fort, to buy provisions and other
necessaries, to send to Nerchinsk, and even to admit rein-
forcements. The Chinese offered to send surgeons to the
fort ; but Beiton, who had only sixty-six men with him,
assured them cverything was going on well ; and to convince
the Chinese general that he did not suffer, at all events,
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from want of provisions, he had a large pie made, weighing a
pud, and sent it him as a present.

On the 30th August, 1687, the Chinese left Albazin
altogether, and returncd to their former quarters at Tsitsikar
and Aigun. The Russians rebuilt their villages, and culti-
vated their fields anew. They were not however permitted
to hunt, as the Chinese looked upon this as an infringement
of their rights of sovereignty.

We will now turn to the diplomatic transactions which
brought about the peace of 1689.
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THE TREATY OF NERCHINSK. 1689.

Tue daily increasing complications with the Chinese, made
it appear desirable at Moscow to come to some arrangement
regarding the frontiers of the two empires. The Chancellor
Nikifor Venukof, accompanied by Ivan Fafarof, was sent to
arrange preliminaries. Ie left Moscow on the 11th December
1685, arrived at Peking in 1686, and brought back with
him a letter for the two emperors. At Peking he also
succeeded in inducing the Emperor to send a few Chinese
officials and Ivan Fafarof to Albazin, to stay the sicge.
This, as stated above, actually took place on the 30th
November, 1686. The original of the letter was written in
Chinese, Manchu, and Mongol, and translated into Latin by
the Romish Missionaries at Peking. Though addressed to
the “ Great white Lords, Brethren, Tsars, and Autocrats,”
its contents were first to be communicated to the Governor of
Siberia.

As this letter conveys a good idea of the Chinese manner
of thinking with regard to Russian operations on the
Amur, we reproduce it here in extenso. It is dated 20th
November, 1686—

“The officers to whom I have entrusted the supervision of
the sable-hunt, have frequently complained of the injury
which the people of Siberia (Sokha) do to our hunters on tho
Amur, and particularly to the Ducheri. My subjects have
never provoked yours, nor done them ény injury ; yet the
people at Albazin, armed with cannons, guns, and other fire-
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arms, have frequently attacked my people, who had no fire-
arms, and were peaceably hunting. Moreover, they gave
shelter to our deserters; and when my Superintendent of the
Chase followed some deserters of Kandagan to Albazin, and
demanded their surrender, Alexei, Ivan, and others, re-
sponded, that they could not do this, but must first apply to
- the Changa Khan for instructions. As yet, no answer has
been vouchsafed to our inquiries, nor have the deserters been
given up.

“In the mean time, my officers on the frontier have in-
formed me of your Russians having carried off some peace-
able hunters as prisoners; for instance, Kelera, Solona, and
othes. .

“They also roved about the Lower Amur, and troubled
and injured the small town of Genquen, and other places.
As soon as I heard of this, I ordered my officers to take up
arms, and act as occasion might require. They, accordingly,
made prisoners of the Russians who were roving about the
‘Lower Amur ; no one was put to death, but all were pro-
vided with food. “When our people arrived before Albazin
and called upoh it to surrender, Alexei and others, without
deigning a reply, treated us in a hostile manner, and fired off
muskets andcannons. We therefore took possession of Albazin
by force; but cven then we did not put any one to death. We
liberated our prisoners; but more than forty Russians, of
their own free choice, preferred remaining amongst my
people.  The others we exhorted earnestly to return to their
own side of the fronticr, where they might hunt at pleasure.
My officers however had scarcely left, when four hundred
and sixty Russians returned, rebuilt Albazin, killed our
bunters, and laid waste their fields, thus compelling my
officers to have recourse to arms again.

“ Albazin consequently was beleaguered a second time;
but orders were nevertheless given to sparc the prisoners,
and restore them to their own country. Since then, Venukof
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and others have arrived at Pekin, to announce the approach
of an ambassador, and to propose a friendly conference to
settle the boundary question, and induce the Chinese to raisc
the siege of Albazin. On this, a courier was scnt at once to
Albazin, to put a stop to further hostilities.”

Fedor Alexevitch Golovin, the envoy extraordinary, left
Moscow on the 20th of Junuary, 1686, accompanied by Tvan
Zin Vlasof, and the secretary Semén Kornitski, His escort
was formed by a regiment of Regular Militia (Strelzi), 1500
strong Aind commanded by Colonel Fedor Skripizin. The
Coloncls Paul Grabof and Anton von Smalenberg were to
command two other regiments to be raised in Siberia.
A Stolnik, Alexei Sinyavin, and five attachds increased the
splendour of the embussy. Ivan Loginof was sent forward
to announce at Peking the actual departure of the embassy ;
on this, the Chinese army before Albazin received orders to
retire to Aigun, which they did on the 30th August, 1687.
In consequence of some information which Golovin received
at Yceniseisk regarding Albazin, he sent in advance Lieutenont
Bagatiref and some troops. He then continued his jomucy
to Rybenskoi, where he wintered (1686-7). In the ensuing
summer the embassy proceeded to Udinsk, and arrived on
the 28th Scptember ; but they had scarcely set out from this
place for Nerchinsk, when an express brought news of the
retreat of the Chincse from Albazin. This information induced
Golovin to return to Udinsk and continue his journoy to Sclen-
ginsk, whence he sent Stephen Korovin, one of the atlachés, to
announce his arrival, and request the Chinese authorities to
fix upon a place at which the proposed couference might
come off. The monotony of the winter-quarters was some-
what relieved by an attack of a Mongol army, 15,000 strong.
Golovin at the time had only two hundred men with him,
the remainder having been distributed amongst the villages
along the Selingu river. Still he repelled this attack. In
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consequence of this and other minor defoats, 50,000 Mongol
families acknowledged themselves Russian subjects.

Korovin returned from his mission to Peking on the 28th
Juno, 1688. Sclenginsk had been chosen as the seat for the
conference, and the Chinese plenipotentiaries were at that
very time on the way towards it. This embassy had in
fact left Peking on the 20th May, accompanied by Thomas
Percyra, a Portuguese, and Gerbillon, a French Jesuit, as
interpreters, sixty to seventy mandarins, 1000 horsemen,
cight small cannons, and a trcmendous crowd of servants.
At this period the Mongols were not yet subject to the sway
of China, and the wars between the Kalkas and Eluths
endangered the onward progress of the embassy. On reference
to Peking the embassy was ordered to return to the frontiers
of the cmpire ; but before doing so a letter was dispatched
to Golovin, then at Udinsk, acquainting him with the reason
for the non-asppearance of the embassy. The messengers
returned on the 30th August, and brought a letter from
Golovin, written in Russian and Latin. Golovin therein
expressed an earnest desire to come to a final settlement
regarding the {frontiers, and not allow his time to be wasted
in trifles or fruitless discussions.© In conformity with the
Tzar’s wishes, everything should be done to promote the con-
cluling of an honourable peace; and as u mceting during
the currcnt year appearcd impossible, he would pass the
winter near the frontier, in expectation of a more suitable
locality being agreed upon. In order to facilitate the making
of suitable arrangements, he resolved to send to Peking a
gentleman of his suite, who would bo treated, he hoped, with
all due courtesy.

This envoy, accompanied by sixty-three persons, arrived
at Pcking on the 13th May, 1689, and made a very favour-
able impression upon the Jusuils whose convent he visited.
1le bore a letter addressed to the Minister of the Empire,
roquesting him to fix a place near the frontior, where the
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conference might be held. He also desired to know the
number of persons who were to accompany the Chinese
embassy, so that he might appear with an equal force, and
trusted the usages of civilised states would be observed. On
the 18th May the envoy received his answer; Nerchinsk
was chosen as the place of conference, the embassy would
leave Pcking on the 3rd June, and their suite was not to
exceed the number requisite for their personal safety. Sub-
sequently, however, an express was sent to Udinsk, to
announce that some barges also with provisions would ascend
the Amur. Golovin was nevertheless not prepared to find
the Chinese as numerous as they actually turned out to be.
On the 13th June, 1689, the Chinese ambassadors So-fan-
lan-ya and Kiw-Kijew loft Pcking with 1400 soldiers,
numerous servants, and the Jesuit fathors Gerbillon and
Pereyra as interpreters. On reaching the Kherlon river
(6th July), they sent a messenger in advance to inform
Vlasof, the governor of Nerchinsk, of their approach. On
the 11th July they "arrived opposite Nerchinsk, and the
barges which had preceded them in great numbers, ranged .
themsclves along the banks of the Shilka in front of the
Chinese camp, hoisting their colours in honour of the
plenipotentiaries. ~In addition to armed junks there were
seventy-six barges, which carried sails, but could also be
rowed, or towed up the river by boatmen. Three thousand
men, of whom 1500 were soldiers, arrived by these barges,
and if we add the 1400 soldiers who came by land, the
Mandarins, servants, and camp followers, the force qf the
Chinese can not have been much short of 9000 or 10,000.
They had from 3000 to 4000 camels, and at least 15,000
horses. So-fan alone had three hundred camels, five hundred
horses, and one hundred personal attendants; Kiw-Kijew
three hundred horses, one hundred and thirty camels, and
eighty personal attendants. The governor of Nerchinsk
naturally felt uneasy at the presence of so large a force. He
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declared himself quite satisfied with the conduct of the
persons who had come by land, but bitterly complained of
the people who had ascended the river, and had acted on the
road as enemies rather than fricnds, Ilis fort had been sur-
rounded, some fields had been devastated, and several Russians
detained, from whom information was sought regarding the
present whereabouts of the Solon Tatars, who had placed
themselves under Russian protection. The Chinese Plenipo-
tentiaries replied that the prior arrival of the boats was
contrary to the Imperor’s orders, and in order to remove
any uneasiness, commanded them to retire a fow versts. The
Chincse patiently waited until the 1st August for Golovin’s
arrival, but then conveyed a letter to him through the
governor of Nerchinsk, in which they expressed their sur-
prise at not having heard from him, and hinted at tho pos-
sibility of being obliged to cross the river for want of forage
(Nerchinsk stands on the left or northern bank of the Shilka).
On the same day the governor of Nerchinsk presented the
plenipotentiaries with ten oxen, and fiftcen sheep, the former
in the namc of his emperor, the latter in his own. The
three Russian officers who took this present, received each a
piece of silk in return. On the following day, there arrived
from Golovin a messenger, who alloged the bad gtate of the
roads as the occasion of the delay. The nonchalance of this
gentleman on embarrassing questions being put to him, sur-
prised even tho Chincse and their Jesuit interpreters.

At length, on the 18th, Golovin himself arrived. Two
days were spent in preliminary arrangements, and the con-
forences commenced on the 22nd. A large tent was pitched
midway between the fortress and the river, one half appro-
priated to the Russians, the other to the Chinese. The
Russian portion was covered with a handsome Turkey carpet.
Golovin, and Vlasof, the governor of Nerchinsk, occupied
arm-chairs placed behind a table, which was spread with a
fersian silk, embroidered in gold. Upon this table stood a
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costly clock, and a writing desk. The secretary, Kornitzki,
occupied a chair by the side of his principal. The Chinese
portion was devoid of all ornament. The chiefs of the
.embassy, seven in number, sat upon pillows, placed upon a
low bench. Behind them stood four Mandarins, and in
front the Jesuit fathers. The remainder of the Mandarins
and Russian officers were ranged along both sides of the
tent. The Chinese had crossed the river with forty Mandarins
and seven hungred and sixty soldiers, five hundred of whom
remained on the bank of the river, and two hundred and
sixty advanced half-way to the tent. In a similar manner,
five hundred Russians were placed close to the fort, and forty
oflicers and two hundred and sixty soldiers followed the
envoy. .

The first conference opened with some questions of cti-
quette.  When thesc had been scttled in a satisfactory
manner, Golovin proposed the Amur as the future boundary
between the two empires. To this the Chinesc objected, on
account of the finc sables which the tribes to the north of
that river paid as tribute; and, in their turn, proposed to
the Russians to surrender Albazin, Nerchinsk and Selenginsk.
Golovin of course was not prepared to make so'great a con-
cession, and. the conference ended.in a most unsatisfactory
manner. In the second conference, the Chinese offered to
permit the Russians to retair Nerchinsk, but simply as a
trading post. This proposal was scouted like the first ; the
Chinese left in high dudgcon, prepared to strike their tents,
and refused any longer to confer with people who were un-
willing to meet their wishes fairly. At the second conference,
a Mongol acted as interpreter. Had the Jesuits been present,
this rupture, no doubt, would have been avoided. They now
did all in their power to bring about a reconciliation ; and,
on a visit to Nerchinsk, declared that the Chinese certainly

‘would not feel satisfied unless Albazin were ceded.. .
Russian officer visited the Chinese camp on the 26th, and
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the boundary as finally adopted was pointed out to him on
a large map. Golovin however was not yet prepared to
make this concession, and on the following day sent in an
“ultimatum, in which he still claimed Albazin and the sur-
rounding country. On its recoipt the Chinese called.a gmnd
council. It was resolved to surround Nerchinsk, to incite
the neighbouring Tatars to revolt, and send meén down the
river to take Albazin. The Russians, on their side, prepared
for defence; the fortifications of Nerchinsk were strengthened
and the town was barricaded. :

Hostilities were not looked forward to with conﬁdence by
either party. The Russians would have certainly lost Al-
bazin, the Chincse feared the rcception they might meet
with at Pcking, should a fresh war break out. When there-
fore a Russian interpreter crossed over to the Chinese camp
to ask for renewed negociations, they gladly availed them-
selves of the opportunity. Father Gerbillon, invested with
plenary powers to settle the points in disputo, was despatched
to Golovin; and on the 27th of August, succeeded in pre-
liminarily drawing up the terms of the treaty. The Russians,
on the following day, requested the insertion of an additional
article, guaranteeing liberty of commerce betweon the two
empives ; the Chinese however, though recognising such an
arrangement as desirable, refused to insert it, as not bearing
upon the settlement of the frontiers.

At length, on the 29th August, the ratifications of the
treaty were exchanged in a tent pitched for that purpose.
The Chinese plenipotentiaries appeared in state; the treaty
was signed, sealed, and oaths taken for its maintenance. The
philosophic Chinese even declared their willingness to swear
upon the crucifix like Christians ; but this auto da fe was dis-

-pensed with. "When copies in Manchu, Russian and Latin,
had been exchanged, the plenipotentiaries embraced» each
other; a splendid collation was served, and the company
only separated an hour “after dusk, and parted in the most
friendly manner.
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The following is an abstract of the treaty :—

“In order to suppress the insolence of certain scoundrels,
who cross the frontier to hunt, plunder, and kill, and who
give rise tq much trouble and disturbance; to determine
clearly and distinctly the boundaries between the empires of
China and Russia; and lastly, to re-cstablish peace and
good understanding for the future, '

“The following articles are, by mutual consent, agreed
upon :~—*

¢ 1. The boundary between the two empires is to be formed
by the river Kerbechi, which is near the Shorna, called
Uruon by the Tatars, and enters the Amur; and the long
chain of mountains cxtending from the sources of the
Kerbechi to the Eastern Ocean. The rivers, or rivulets,
which flow from the southerr slope of these mountains and
enter the Amur, as well as all territorics to the south of these
mountains will thus belong to China.

“The territories, rivers, and rivulets, to the north of said
mountain chain remain with the empire of Moscovy,
excepting the country between the said summit and the river
Ud, which shall be neutral until the Plenipotentiarics, after
their return home, have received further instructions, when
this point may be settled by letter or special envoy.

“The boundary is further to be found by the river Argun,
which enters the Amur; the territorics south of said river
belong to the Emperor of China; those north of it to the
empire of Muscovy. The towns, or dwelling-houses, at
present situated to the south of the Argun, shall bo removed
to the northern bank of the river.

* As might be expected, the Russian version of this preamble differs
considerably, It is as follows:—

« The Plenipotentiaries, in order to remove all cause of discontent
between the two empires, to conclude a permanent peace, and to settle
the frontiers, agree, in their conference at Ni erchmsk, to the following

articles.”
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“2. The fortress built by the Bussians at a place called
Yaksa (Albazin) shall be demolished, and the subjects of the
Tzar residing there shall, remove with their property to the
Muscovite territory.

“ Hunters of either empire shall, under mo pretence, cross
the frontiers.

¢ If only one or two persons cross the frontier to hunt, steal,
or pilfer, they shall be arrested and given up to the nearest
imperial officers, to be punished according to their deserts.

“1In case, however, armed parties of ten or fifteen persons
cross the frontiers to hunt or plunder, or in case of any
person being killed, & report shall be sent in to both
emperors; and thé parties found guilty shall be punished
with death. On no account shall war be declared in conse-
quence of any excess whatever committed by private
parties.

“ 3. Everything Which has occurred hitherto is to be buried
in cternal oblivion. .

4. Neither party shall receive fugitives or deserters from
the date of this treaty. Subjects of either empire flying to
the other shall be arrested and given up to the nearest
authority on the frontier.

“5. Subjects of Moscovy now in China, or Chinese now in
the empire of Moscovy, may remain where they are.

“6. In consideration of this present treaty of peace, and the
reciprocal good understanding of the two empires, persons
may pass from one empire to the other, provided they are
furnished with passports, and they shall be permitted to
carry on commerce, and to sell or purchase at pleasure.

“Copies of the above treaty, properly signed and scaled,
shall be exchanged by the Plenipotentiaries. The various
articles of the treaty shall be engraved on stones in Tataric,
Chinese, Russian, and Latin, to be erected on the frountiers
between the two empires, as a permanent testimony to the
good understanding subsisting between them.”
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On the day following the exchange of ratifications, the
plenipotentiaries exchanged presents. The first Chinese
plenipotentiary received a handsome timepiece, a telescope,
a silver basin and jug, gilt inside, and a costly robe of sables.
The others were presented with watches, looking-glasses, and
ornamental swords. Golovin received a black leather saddle,
horse trappings, with gilt stirrups, two red horse tails, two
gold cups, eight damnask garments, thirty-two pieces of silk,
and twelve silk pelangs.  Gifts of a similar kind were pre-
sented to his companions, “The Chincse even talked about
erccting a monument in honour of the event.

On the 29th of August the Chincse left Nerchinsk by
land and water. The stipulations regarding Albazin were
carried out at once. Beiton, with the garrison and their
property, returned to Nerchinsk, and the Chinese levelled
the fort on descending the river. Years afterwards, the
corn could be seen growing on the ficlds of Albazin; and
late travellers have still found traces of the fort, and the
Chinese batteries thrown up during the last sicge.

In the spring of 1690, Argunskoi Ostrog, which had pre-
viously stvod on the right bank of the Argun, was removed
to its left bank.

Before leaving Nerchinsk, Golovin strengthened its fortifi-
cations considerably. Ile left behind him his cannons ; and
some 6f his troops were left there, and at Selenginsk and -
Udinsk. On his return, he was met by Ivan Skripitsin, with
letters from the Tsars, and a number of medals for his men,
in recognition of the zcal shewn in the performance of his
mission. Arrived at Moscow, he was crecated a Boyarin and

Commissary-General of War.



IX.

THE AMUR SINCE THE TREATY OF NERCHINSK
TO0 1848.

a.—THrE Russo-CHINESE FRONTIER.

AvpARENTLY the boundary between the cmpires of Russia
and China had becn dotermined with great accuracy by the
treaty of Nerchinsk. Such, however, was not the case as
regards tho actual sovereignty of the tribes inhabiting these
frontier regions. The sole object uttained by China—and
that, of course, was of paramount importance — was to cxclude
Russia from navigating the river. The Russo-Tunguzians
dwelling ulong the boundary as fixed by treaty are moun-
taincers, and their existence is inscparable from that of the
reindeer, which finds food only in the moss-tracts of the
Stanovoi Khrebet, whilst the Manyagers, the principal tribe
subject to China, keep horses and confine themsclves to the
grassy valleys and prairies.  Miiller, as carly as 1742, says
that according to an old right of chase the Jakdu (Keekh-
kaya) mountains were looked upon as the boundary separat-
ing the tribes subject to Russia and China, and that both
Russo-Tunguzians from the Ud and Aldan, and Chinese
Tunguzians from the Silimji and Dzeya hunted together in
these mountains. Tt thus happened that the Russian govern-
ment received as tribute furs, whiech in reality had been
procured on Chinese territory, as defined by trcaty. The
Chinese themselves do not appear to have considered the
country theirs up to the watershed®.. At all events, Midden-

» These boundary marks consist of heaps of stones, in the form of a
pyramid. An inscription, carefully folded up in birch-bark, is left at

ocach revision. At the portagementioned, the inscription was placed in
a hole cut in an old tree. Further details will be found in chap. 13.

F



66 ’ THE RUSSO-CHINESE FRONTIER.

dorf and Usultzof on their late exploratory expeditions into
these regions, found boundary monuments erected by the
Chinese far to the south of the supposed limits, at the con-
fluence of the Gilu and Dzcya, on the Nara, the Silimji,
Niman, and Bureya (see Map). The most eastern mark
stood at the portage between the Ud and Tugur, and the
tribes dwelling on these rivers considered the Torom, which
falls into the Ud Bay, sea of Okhotsk, as separating their
respective hunting-grounds. We do not know whether the
Chinese in placing their boundary marks did so with
especial reference to the wants of the various tribes inhabit-
ing these regions, or whether we must ascribe their surren-
dering so large a territory (23,000square miles) rightfully their
own, to ignorance of the country, or the indolence of the
officials entrusted with carrying out the articlo of the treaty
referring to the erection of boundary marks.

At another point, the Chinese are, however, accused of an
encroachment, due entirely to the imperfect knowledge pos-
sessol by the contracting parties regarding the geographical
features of the country thus parcelled out—a fertile source
of boundary disputes, as is shown by the constantly recurring
difficultics with the United States government with respeet
to the Dritish American frontier. By treaty the boundury
on the upper Amur was to commence at the mouth of the
“ Gtorbitza, which is near the Shorna.”  Unfortunately there
are two Gorbitzas and two Shornas.  One of these enters the
Amur or Shilka about 119° E. of Greenwich; the other,
known also as Amazar, some ten miles below the confluence of
the Argun with the Shilka. A Shornariver enters the Shilka
eight miles above the upper Gorbitza, and o second Shorna,
called Ura by the Tunguzians, and Urka by the Russians,
centers the Amur fiftcen miles below the Lower Gorbitza
or Amazar. There is scarccly any doubt the latter was the
river alluded to in the treaty, and on the map of China
published by the Jesuits it is actually indicated as forming
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the boundary. Subsequently, however, the Chinese removed
their boundary stakes to the Upper Gorbitza, and ‘the event
which induced them to do this has been thus communicated
by Baer, in ‘ Biisching’s Magazine,” p. 488. Baer obtained
this information during his stay at Irkutsk from a Cossack,
who had participated in the transaction.

At the time Pushkin was governor of Nerchinsk (1703 to
1709), a Chincse deserter of Tunguzian origin, by name
Shelesin, who in former times had joined the Russians at
Albazin, but had been recaptured, escaped for 4 second time
and fled to the upper Gorbitza, where ho lived under the
protection of the Russians. When the Chinese heard of his
presence on Russian territory they claimed his surrender as
a deserter; and the governor of Nerchinsk reluctantly sent
some Cossacks to take him, and delivered him to the Chinese.
Shelesin, however, evaded punishment by denying he ever
quitted Chinese territory, inasmuch as the Grorbitza formed
the boundary between the two cmpires. The Chinese were
willing to believe him, aud in the ensuing year Shelesin
guided some officers to the upper Gorbitza, where they
crected a boundary monument.

The regulations regarding the crossing of the frontier
appear to have been carried out at first with consideiable
rigour. Witsen (p.71), for instance, tells us that in 1694
four persons were beheaded at Nerchinsk at the request of .
the Chinese authorities, because they had been discovered
hunting sables in the neighbourhood of Albazin. We can,
however, scarcely believe in so sevore a sentence being
carried out, and think the individuals in question must have
deserved their doom by committing an outrage commensurate
in some degree with the punishment meted out to them. It
is, howover, an ascertained fact that many infringers of the
boundary law were slain by the natives, who still nourished
feelings of revenge against the Cossack freebooters of the

Amur.
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At the treaty concluded in 1728 by Count Sava Viadis-
lavich Ragusinsky, it was agreed upon that transgressors
might under certain circumstances be punished with death.
The Chinese Commissioners also proposed a mixed Com-
mission, to settle the boundary near the sea of Okhotsk ; but
nothing was done in this matter.

Subscquently, China appears to have been unwilling to

resent infringements of the boundary, which became of
frequent occurrence. The Russian surveyors Shobelzin and
Shetilof in 1737-8 extended their labours to Chinese terri-
tory at the instance of the Academician Miiller. On their
first journey in 1737, they came to the sources of the Pendi
rivulet, a tributary of the Gilu, where they found an empty
winter hut (Zimovie) previously occupied by Russian
hunters. Descending the Gilu, they found a second Zimovie
also deserted, at the mouth of the Jeltula, and thirty-seven
miles above the mouth of the Dzeya they met some in-
habitants of Nerchinsk, who had gone there to hunt subles.
They descended the Dzeva for twenty-five miles, but were
obliged to return from want of provisions. On a seccond
expedition in 1738, they descended the Amur to the mouth
of the Bileton, forty miles below Albazin. On the site of
Albazin a Cossack and a Russo-Tunguzian family had
established themsclves. Tho Cossack had once been taken
prisoner by the Chinesc; but on stating he had lost his way,
was ordered to go back to Nerchinsk. Twenty miles lower
down therc dwelt another family of Russo-Tunguzians.

In 1805, on the occasion of Count Golovkin’s mission to
China, it was proposed to send the Academicians Adams and
Bogdanovich to explore the frontier, and General Auvrey
was to cxplore the Amur; but neither of these plans wus
carried out. A Major Stavitsky, however, descended the
Amur to Albazin. Subsequently the botanist Turczaninow,
author of the Flora Baiculensi-dahurica, investigated the
banks of the Amur as far as Albazin. Colonel Ladyshinsky,
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in 1832, made the same journey with a view to find the
boundary-mark said to have been placed by the Chinese
at the Lower Gorbitza. He could not, however, discover it ;
probably because it had been destroyed when they extended
their frontier to the Upper Gorbitza.

Of even more interest is the escape of several convicts
from the Mines of Nerchinsk across the frontier, to Chinese
territory. . Middendorf mentions two such cases (iv. p. 155).
In 1795 Rusinof and Serkof escaped, but were brought
back ; and Guri Vasilief spent six years on the Amur, be-
tween the years 1816 to 1825. The accounts ef this fugitive
have been verified by recent exploration. e descended the
river to the mouth, and professes to have met many persons
ablo to speak Russian (probably escaped exiles Like himself).
IHe deseribes a burning mountain situated on the right bank
of the river, two hundred versts below Aigum. From
fissured rocks of a bluish colour, smoke, and dense sul-
phurous vapours rose here, and at night settlod down upon
the river. Now and then therc were cxplosions like the
discharge of a gun, but without any vibration of the
ground.” Vasilief, no doubt, is the fugitive referred to by -
Atkinson in his Travels on the Upper and Lower Amur,
p- 416 ; and who, having been sent by the Russian govern-
ment to explore she country to the south of the Amur, never
returned, and was either killed by the natives, or voluntarily
remained among the Chinese; who according to his own
statement had on a former journey asked him to become a
Chinese subject.  Vasilief was evidently o man of education,
us is testificd by the accounts he gave of the river explored
by him. ‘

Middendorf also makes a statement regarding a fugitive,
who in 1841 resided at the mouth of the Amur—a state-
ment corroborating the account of the escape of three Polish

b This was, probably, some burning coal deposit, Coals have been
discovered on the right bank of the Amur, above the Bureya mountains.
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exiles published by Atkinson (p.494). These exiles fled in
1839, and in 1841 visited with their Tunguzian hunting
companions the fair or market annually held at the village
of Pul on the lower part of the river. They proceeded
thence with a Japanese (Aino?) trader to the island of
Sakhalin, where one of them died. The others espied an
American whaler by whom they were taken to the United
States. About ten years after this had happened, one of the
Poles came to Paris, and found mecans of imparting his
successful escape to his companions in misery still in Siberia.
1t was from onc of these latter Atkinson obtained the par-
ticulars commaunicated. ‘

We have yet to state the manner in which the Chincse, in
accordance with Article 6 of the Treaty, inspected the
boundary. Annually in tho summer the Chincse officials
ascend the Amur on five large barges, preceded by two
canoes, upon which are drummers to announce theéir approach.
The barges are each towed up the stream by five men on the
bank, who arc relieved threc times a day; and altogether
therc are about seventy to cighty persons. The journey as
far as Ust Strelka occupics about forty days. Two of the
barges remain here on the opposite Chincso bank of the
river, where a frontier stone stands; the others continue their
voyage up the Shilka as far as Gorbitza. Here thoy exchange
presents with the commander of this Russian station; hire
horses, and ride to the boundary pyramid which stands
twenty miles above the mouth of that river.

On their return to Ust Strelka they await the detachment
coming down the Argun, and in the meantime carry on

somo bartering trade with the Cossacks. The Argun is
inspected ‘by two parties. The first starts from Tsitsikar,
and proceeds to the Argun, where this river enters Russian
territory, and descends it to the village of Olochi, close to
Nerchinskoi Zavod. Here they meet with the second detach-
ment, of about twelve men, from Mergen, and who continue
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tho inspection of the boundary as far as Ust Strelka. There
they join the larger party, who have come up the Amur,
and the whole then descend the river. In their footsteps
follow the Cossacks, to collect tribute from the Oronchon,
to carry on the fur trade, and to gather grass for the winter
along the banks of the river. The Russian peasants also
cross the boundary to hunt squirrels, and are known tohave
extended their excursions nearly as far as the Kamara.

Tho frontier pyramid at the confluence of the Gilu and

Dzeys is examined every three years, and those on the
Bureya annually.

b.—Tur Russiax Misston AT PEKRING.

After the counclusion of the trcaty of Nerchinsk the
diplomatic relations of Russia and China were placed upon a
more regular footing, and tho arrangement of the commerce
between the two countries was the cause of many embassies
being sent.  'We do not, however, intend entering upon, the
details of these various transactions, and the freqhient disputes
which put a temporary stop to the bartering trade carried
on at Kiakhta and Tsurukbaita, but simply offer a few
remarks on the colony of Russians at Peking which dates
its origin from the wars between the two cmpires. Dufing
thesc wars the Chinese had taken many prisoners; other
Russians deserted, and all were sent to Peking, settled in the
north-cast corner of that city, and formed into a company
attached to the Imperial Body Guard. The Russian settlers,
when they first arrived at Peking, built a church dedicated
to Saint Nicholas, and a few pictures formerly at Komarsk
and Albazin had found their way thither. At the first
embassy which Russia sent to Peking subsequent to the
treaty of Nerchinek, that of Eberhard Ysbrand Ides in 1692,
it was agrced upon that a priest should be sent to minister to
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the religious wants of the Cossacks, and a priest actually did
arrive in 1098 with the Caravan conducted by Spiridon
Languséf. The caravans were lodged at the so called
“ Russia ITouse ” at the cxpense of the Chinese. At the
treaty concluded by Count Sara Vladislavich Ragusinsky
in 1727, the Chinese agrecd to build a church attached to
the Russian House, to which the pricst until then minister-
ing at the old church of Saint Nicholas was to be removed.
In addition three other priests were to be sent, and four
young Russians, and two of more advanced age, acquainted
with Latin, were- to be allowed to reside at Peking for the
purpose of learning Chinese and Manchu, and teaching’
Russian to some Chinese. China agreed to contribute 1000
silver rubel and 900 cwt. of rice towards the expense
of this mission, and Russia the remainder, viz. 16,250
silver rubel, of which sum 1000 rubel were set apart for the
instruction of the Albazinians. The church built in accord-
ance with this treaty was consecrated in 1732, and dedicated
to the “ Purification of Mary.” Some pictures brought by
the, Cossacks from Albazin may yet be seen in it.  The term
of residence originally fixed for the members of the mission
was ten yvears, but has subscquently been reduced to six.
The personnel, sinee 1857, comprises an Archimandrite, three
Iieromonakhs, four students, a physician, and an artist.
At the entrance of the Russian Iouse stands an “ honorary”
guard of Chinese soldiers; no restriction, however, is said
to be placed in the free communication of the residents with
the native population. The Chinese officials who undergo a
course of instruction in the Russian language arc promoted ;
but as yet none of them has gained any proficiency in the
language, so as to be able to read und translate correctly.
The members of the mission have never engaged in mis-
sionary work ; their activity is of a scientific and political
nature. With respect to the latter, the results can scarcely
be appreciated ; in many respects they must, however, have
been found to answer all the purposes of a regular embassy.
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We know, for instance, that Golovin, who in 1805 conducted
a mission to Peking, took occasion, though unsuccessfully, to
urge upon the Chinese to grant the free navigation of the
Amur. The objects of science have, however, undoubtedly
been promoted by a number of works which owe their origin
solely: to the existence of this mission.®

The descendants of the ancient Albazinians scarcely exist
in name, They still form a separate company of the Imperial
Body Guard, but have lost all attachment to the country of
their ancestors. Quarters have been assigned to them in the
Manchu portion of the town; they speak Chinese, dress like
the Manchu, and live entirely in the same manner as the
soldiers of that nation, poor, idle, and attached to the super-
stitions of Shamanism. TIn 1824 there were still twenty-two
who had been baptized, but only three of them attended the
Russian service at the Church of the Purification.

Since the treaty of Tientsin, 1858, a Russian ambussador,
Ignaticf, has resided at Peking, and Russian officers have
repeatedly visited that city. The last Mission left Kiakhta
on the 8th of August, 1858. On that occasion there was a
grand service in the Cathedral, and the street was lined with
soldiers. The Mission ut present counts fifteen members,
including the councillor of State Perovsky, and the
Archimandrite Gury. There are besides fifteen Cossacks as
servants, and fifty Cossacks are stationed at Kallgan (Syuang-
Hoa-fu). '

e.—Tur AMUR AND SAKHALIN UNDER THE DOMINION OF
Cuina, 1689 10 1850.

We will oursclves now cross the forbidden boundaries to
center the regions of the Amur, and see what the Chinese are

¢ For instance, Hyacinthe, Description de Peking, Petersb. 1829;
Timkovaky, Reise nach China, Leipzig, 1829 ; Labours of the Russian
Mission at Peking on China, its People, Religion, Institutions, Social
Relations, etc. Translated into German by Dr. Abel and F. A.
Mecklenburg, 3 vols. Berlin, 1858-9, etc. -
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doing in the territories restored by the treaty of Nerchinsk.
The ancicnt town of Aigun, on the left bank of the Amur,
was the first town occupied by the Chinese in 1683. DBut
in the following ycar the garrison was removed to the right
bank of the river thrce miles lower down, and the
town was made the capital of the nowly created govern-
ment of the Amur (Khei-lun-tsian of the Chinese,
Sakhalin-ula of the Manchu). After the poace the scat
of government was removed a sccond time, to the recently
(1687) founded town of Mergen, on the river Nonni.
A third removal took place in 1700; and from that
time Tsitsikar, until then a small village, has remained
the scat of government. The government of the Amur,
together with that of Girin, which latter included the
districts originally owned by the Manchu dynasty, were
placed under a governor-general residing at Mukden.
The system of administration differs from that of
China, and is exclusively of a military nature. Military
governors reside at Tsiteikar and Aigun, and in cach
town there is. to be found a yamun or court of justice,
with a store-house, granary, prison and school attached
to it. The Manchu and some amalgamated tribes of
Tunguzians are all of them soldiers; and, besides this,
some of the other tribes are incorporated into a kind
of militia. The military forces in 1818 numbered two
hundred and thirty-cight officers and 10,431 men in
the province of° the Amur, and three hundred and
twenty-three officers and 12,852 men in that of Girin.
Small flotillas were also stationed at Girin, Petun, Aigun,
and Tsitsikar, with eighteen officers and 1822 sailors. Most
of the troops, about 19,000 men, were cavalry with light
chain armour, and a-considerable number acted as couriers,
and others cultivated the soil. The militia, organized among
the tribes sottled along the Sungari and its tributaries
numbered about 54,000 men.  The revenues are derived from
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various sources. In 1811 the province of Girin produced
£27,784, vig.:—
Landtax . . . . . . . . . . £16622

In lienof rice . . . . . . . . 7,319
Capitation-tax . . . . . | | | 2,008
Various . . . . . . . . . . . 1,835

£27,784

In addition the Nomadic tribes paid a tribute of 2,398
sables or their equivalent, ‘valued at £3,697; and 7,800
quarters of corn; the latter raised, probably, on the govern-
mont lands.

The Chinese and , Manchu population at that time num-
bered 307,781 individuals; the extent of private lands culti-
vated was 871,806 acres, and thus cach acre pays annually
n tax of about sixpence halfpenny. The other taxes are
cqually trifling. The Nomadic tribes may be estimated at
about 12,000 ; the tribute exacted from them appears to be
much more oncrous than the taxation is to the rest of the
community. In the province of the Amur, 4,497 sables,
vilue £6,746, were paid as {ribute, and £557 in taxes. The
tribute from the Nomadic tribes was levied by the Mandarins
who descended the Amur in their barges, took up their resi-
dence in some native village, and having collected the tribute
and disposed of their merchandize to the best advantage,
returned to their ordinary stations. These Mandarins are
charged with abuse of power, and with having made ex-
tortionate demands upon the natives, who hailed the Russian,
ay their liberators. The latter certainly only demanded from
one to two rubels annually from each adult male subject to
them. On the other hand, the Mandarin is supposed to
make a small present of tobacco or silk to every one paying
his tributc; and as far as regards the Gilyaks and Negda,
this present appears, at least in their cstimation, to be of
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greater velue than the tribute demanded. The payment of
tribute on the part of these latter tribes has, however, always
been voluntary ; for the Mandarin did not usually descend
the Amur below Pul, and visited Sakhalin island even loss
frequently. Sakhalin, at least the northern part of it, ap-
pears to have become tributary to tho Chinese about the
beginning of the eightcenth century, shortly after the time
when the Jesuits visited the country.® Disputes had arisen
between the natives and some traders, who had gone there
from the Amur. Manchu soldicrs were sent to set the matter
right. They landed, explored” the island, appointed the
chiefs of Hoi, Otsis, Gauto and Doga Haratas, i.c. directors,
and made them promise to tuke annually a tribute in seal-
skins to the village of Deren on the Amur; in return for
which they were to receive a picce of silk embroidered with
gold, as a mark of the cemperor’s special favour. 'The
Japanese who had occupied the southern portion of the island
carefully avoided coming into contact with the Chinese. The
boundary between the two nations may be placed for that
time under 49° N. lat.

The jealous policy of exclusion peculiar to the Manchu
government of China prevailed also on the Amur. Not
only were the Chinese forbidden to ¢migrate to the thinly-
populated Munchuria, but the natives themsclves were not
allowed to pass the town of Sansin on the Sungari. The
privilege of trading on the Amur was restricted to ten mer-
chants, who obtained for that purpose a licence at Peking.

4 The Emperor Khing-tsu (Khang-hi) resolved in 1707 to avail him-
self of the services of the Jesuit fathers, then staying at his court, for
making a more correct map of his dominions, Their labours extended
also to Manchuria and the Amur. On the 8th of May, 1709, the fathers
Regis, Jartoux and Fridel left Peking, explored Leaotong, the Sungari
Usuri, and the Amur down to the Dondon river. In 1710 they
returned to Manchuria, explored its western portions, and ascended
the Amur to Ulusu Modon. See Endlichers Atlas of China, Vienna,
1843 ; and Du Halde’s China. '
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In reality, however, there were a great many niore traders,
for the payment of a sufficient bribe to the Mandarins
secured the same privileges as an imperial license. A few
Chinese, most of them fugitives from justice, found their way
across the barrier of stakes, and led a miserable life in the
wilds of the Usuri. Others were exiled by government, and
scttled under military surveillance in the neighbourhood
of ¢the towns. At the accession of the Emperor Tao-kwang,
in 1820, the restrictions regarding immigration were removed
with respect to the regions above the town of Sansin, on the
Sungari. The public lands were put up for sale to fill the empty
treasury ; Chinese immigrated en masse; new towns were
founded, and the population of others was doubled and trebled.
In consequence, the Chinese population preponderates at the
present time ; and the Manchu language has become almost
extinet.  Many of these immigrants are Mohammedans, and
have mosques in the principal towns.  But they also speak
Chinese, their teachers alone being obliged to know Arabie,
and are not otherwise distinguished from the Chinese sur-
rounding them than by wearing a blue cap. The native
tribes gradually yicld to the influence of the new comers;
and in dress, customs, and even language, assimilutc more
and more. This of course only refers to the southern portions
of the govermments of Girin and of the Amur, the regula-
tions forbidding emigration to the Amur itself having been
maintained as strictly as ever.



X.

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC MISSIONARIES IN
MANCHURIA.

Tux cfforts of the Roman Catholic Missionaries in Manchuria
may be said to date from the ycar 1838, when Lewotong,
northern Manchuria, and part of Mongolia, were scparated
from the diocese of Peking, and created a distinet Vieariat
Apostolic. M. K. Verolles, then at the College of Su-chwen
in Tibet, was appointed Vicar Apostolic, and arrived at Kai-
Cheu in 1841.  Soon after, M. de la Drunitre proposcd
the conversion of the Chang-Mao-tse, i.c., long-haired
people, on the banks of the Amur, but could not be spaved
before 1844, when the number of Missionaries was increased.
In May 1845 ho left Kui-Cheu, with the understanding,
of not extending his journcy beyond three months. Iis
further progress may be scen from the following letter, dated
from the banks of the Usuri, and addressed to the Divectors
of the Seminary for Foreign Missions,

“ Manchuria, on the river Usuri, April 5th, 1846,

% — — — On tho 15th of July, after some retircment
wherein I had consulted the will of God, I doparted from
Pu-kia-tze, a Christian district of Mongolia, accompanied by
two neophytes quite unaccustomed to travelling. They were
the only guides I could then find. We directed our course
eastwards, keeping a little to the north. Seven days’ journcy
sufficed to reach the town of A-she-ko, recently founded, and

s Annales de la Propagation de la Foi, vol. xx. 1848.
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scttled by successive emigrants from China, as had been the
_ case to the deserts of Mongolia. A-she-ho is situated forty
leagues north of Kirin, and twenty-five west of the Sungari.
Its population, estimated at 60,000 souls, increases cvery
day; a Mandarin of the second class governs it. It has
within its territory some Christian families, avhich were
visited tho preceding winter by our dear brother the Rev. Dr.
Venault. I preferred to stop this time with a rich Pagan,
a friend of one of our neophytes, hoping that his generous
hospitality would afford me the opportunity of announcing
to him Jesus Christ. Great was my surprise to find that this
man had the faith already in his heart, and sincerely despised
the vain superstitions of paganism. And still he remains
chained down tothat belief; heisinsensibleto every exhortation,
inasmuch as dirceting a large cstablishment of carpentry, if
he were a Christian, he could no lgnger make idols for the
terples, from which source he derives a considerable profit.
In return for my zeal, he cagerly tried to dissuade me from
the journcy I had undertaken, representing to me the troops of
tigers and bears, which filled these deserts; and whilst
relating these things he sometimes uttered such vchement
crics, that my two guides grew pale with horror.  Being
already alittlo accustomed to the figures of Chinese cloquence,
I thanked him for his solicitude, assuring him that the flesh
of Turopeans had such a particular flavour, that the tigers of
of Manchuria would not attempt to fasten their tecth in it.
The answer was not calculated to reassure my companions;
and they did not partake of my confidence when we resumed
our route.

“ Hight leagues from A-she-ho, tho country, hitherto
sufficiently peopled, suddenly changes to an immense desert,
which cnds at the Eastern Sca. Only ono -road traverses
it, conducting to San-sin (in the Manchu language llamhola),
a small village situated on the right bank of the Sungari,
twenty-four leagues from its confluence with the Amur. The
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forests of oaks, elms, and fir-trces, which bound the horizon
on all sides, the tall, thick grass, which oftentimes reached
above our heads, were convineing proofs of fertility of the
soil, as yet untouched by the hand of man.. At every ten
leagues you find one or two cabins, a kind of lodging-houscs,
established ¢hrough the care of the Mandarins for the govern-
ment couriers, which also as a matter of course lodge other
travellers. There you nced not ask for a bill of fare. If
simplicity be onc of the best conditions of a dictary regimen,
it cannot be denied but that in this respect the fore-men-
tioned hostelries deserve to occupy the first rank. You have
millet boiled in water, and nothing else. Two or three
times the master of the house, in consideration of my noble
bearing, brought to me a plate of wild herbs gathered in
the neighbourhood. I do not know what these plants were,
but I suspect strongly that gentian, an infusion of which is
often drunk as a medicinal tea, was a chief component. The
choicest dainty in these countries,—which, however, is never
served up in the hotels,—is the flower of the yellow lily,
which abounds on the mountains and is very palatable to the
Chinese. i

¢ Meantime no tigers appeared. But other kinds of animals,
no less ferocious in my opinion, awaited us on our journey.
I have not words to express to you the multitude of mosquitos,
gnats, wasps and gad-flies, which attacked us at cvery step.
Each of us armed with a horse’s tail fixed on an iron prong,
cndeavoured to strike them, and this weak defence only
served to render the enemy more vicious in his attacks. As
for me, I was completely beaten, without strength either to
advance or protect myself from the stinging of theso insects ;
or if, at times, I raised my hand to my face; T crushed ten or
twelve with one blow. Two wretched horses, which carried
the baggage and occasionally our persons, lay down panting
in the midst of the grass, refusing to eat or drink, and could
by no means be induced to march. They were all covered
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with blood. Wehad been already three days‘on our journey,
and four still remained before we could reach San-sim. We
therefore changed our system of travelling, converted night
into day, and reached the inn an hour befare daybreak. By
this procedure we avoided two terrible enemies, the gad-flies
and wasps ; the mosquitos alone escorted us, in order that we
might not be altogether without annoyance.

“Those who know the country best never go out without
a mosquito cloth—that is to say, without a thick, double
wrapper, covering the head and neck, and having two holes
cut for the eyes. As to beasts of burden, to make them
travel in the deserts five or six days in succession, under the
noon-day’s sun, is to expose them to almost certain death.
These insects swarm particularly in moist, marshy places,
and on the banks of the rivers by whiech Manchuria is inter-
sccted. Beyond San-sim they grow to a monstrous size,
particularly the gnats and wasps. As to others, as far as
regards tho punishment they inflict, it matters not whether
they be small or large. The houses are somewhat preserved
from them by the cultivated districts which surround them,
and by their being fumigated with horse or cow dung ; but
they arc not completely rid of them till the end of September,
the time of the severe fTosts.

« Another difficulty in these journeys consists in the
immense deposits of mud which intervene on the route, and
frequently compel a deviation of three or four leaguos . .
At last, towards the evening of the 4th of August, San-sim
displayed to us its wooden walls and houses. This city
presents nothing remarkable but its great street, inlaid with
large pieces of wood, six inches thick and joined together
with much precision. Its population is reckoned at ten
thousand souls. The Manchu mandarin who governs it is
of the second class (dark red button), and has under his
jurisdiction the banks of the Usuri and the right side of the

. Amur as far as the sea.
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“The city of San-sim, the last post of the mandarins in the
North, is to every Chinese or Manchu traveller the extrcme
limit which the law allows him to reach. To travel beyond
is considered and.punished as a great infraction of the laws
of the state. About ten merchants protected by imperial
passports which cost each of them one hundred taels or
more annually, have the sole privilege of descending the
Sungari, entering the Amur and finally ascending the Usuri,
in the forests of which is found the celebrated Ginseng root.
Any other traveller is beaten without any form of law, and
his baggage, even to his clothes, taken from him. Evasion
moreover is difficult on account of the small barges which
are continually plying on the river in all directions day and
night. The government of San-sim despatch annually three
war junks in succession, carrying no guns, and having only
a few sabres on board. The first of these goes to Mu-
chem, on the right bank of the Amur, in 49° 13’ N. lat.
This Muchem (Dondon of the Tunguzians) is neither a town
nor a village, nor even a hamlet, but simply a building of
deal, which during three months serves as a court-house for
the mandarins of the boat. Their business is to receive the
skins and furs which the tribe of the Sham-mao-tze (long
hair), so called because they never shave the head, furnishes
to the emperor, in exchange for a certain number of pieces
of cloth. The second barge collects the same imposts from
the Yupitatze, or fish skins, from the skins of fish
which they make use of for clothing. The third boat has juris-
diction over the Elle-iao-tze (or long red hairs), .a wretched
and almost extinct tribe, occupying two or three small inlets
of the Usuri, and dwelling under tents made of the bark of
trees.b

“It often happens however that the mandamns and soldiers

b The “Long-hairs” of the Chinese are the Mangun or Olcha, the
“Fish-gkina” the Goldi, and the ¢ I»ng-red-ha)m the Orochi of the
co“t,--R.
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of these boats take more care of thieir own affairs than of
those of the emperor. Not content with the skins of sable,
they exact large sums of money before delivering the pro-
mised cloth ; and in spite of all the natives may urge, they
are no less bound down, under pain of being scourged, to
this arbitrary impost. Many families on the approach of
the boat leave their huts and fly to the mountains. But
even this is of little avail ; for during their absence ewery-
thing belonging to them is pillaged, and the cabin itself
burnt down.

“For my part, after a few days of rest spent in procuring
information and laying in the necessary provisions, I sent
back to Leaotong one of my two Christians, whom the
experience of the previous journey had disinclined from pro-
cceding further. When we arrived at San-sim it was just
the {ime when the Manchu Yupitatze and Sham-mao came
to exchange the produce of fishing and the chase for cloth,
millet, and especially Chinese brandy. I learncd from them
that about forty leagues below Sansim, also upon the banks
of the Sungari, was situated one of their principal villages,
named Su-su. They added at tho same time, that we
Chinese were prohibited cntrance, and no one would venture
to conduct us thither. This double obstacle was no reason
why I should abandon my project. Having then implored
the Divine aid, and celgbrated for that purpose the holy
sacrifice at my hotel, the master of which, a man of the tribe
of Xensi, took me for a sorcerer, I directed my way at an
early hour of the morning towards the eastern range of
mountains. If Providence permitted us to wander on our
route, we always did it in such a way, that, meeting with some
lonely cabin, we were able either by inquiring or by con-
jectures more or less correct, to keep without too many
deviations the straight road to Su-su. We journeyed full of
confidence in the invisible Guide who alone directed our
steps, when in the middle of the fourth day, we were met

G2
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by two horsemen, who bore an air of haughty nobility. It
was a military mandarin attended by an inferior officer.
He stopped, alighted from his horse, and saluted us very
politely. We sat down on the grass and smoked a pipe
together. The European countenance, more masculine than
the generality of Chinese physiognomies, puzzled him for
a moment. e addressed himsclf to my Christian and
desired to know from him the object of our excursion into a
country severely interdicted. The lattor replied in accordance
with instructions given beforehand, that as a simple man
and labourer by profession, ho had followed me as a domestic,
without having any power to take a part in the important
affairs which had brought me into these parts. On hearing
this answer the mandarin immediately suspected that I was
a ministerial agent, charged with examining into the state
of the country and the conduct of the officials. This is in
reality a common practice of the government, when they have
conceived any prejudice against the functiongries of a city ora
district. It should also be remarked that the Manchu
mandarins aro in general illiterate, and very little skilled in
business. IIeo therefore turned to me with increased caution,
entered into conversation upon the name of my family, the
province in which I was born, the products of the south of
China, the state of commerce, ele. During all this time
there was no inquiry after tho object of my mission. e
dreaded to compromise himself, and lose my favour. Two
hours having thus passed in exchanging compliments, wo
parted well pleased with each other. He had the kindness
to point out to us the best route to Su-su ; and tho next day,
at an early hour, we were reposing in the cabin of n
Yupitatze.

¢ My sudden appearance occasioned great alarm to these
poor people; my unusual look; the dress, which in that
country denoted somewhat of a high rank ; the breviary, and
the crucifix, formed the subjects of a thousand conjectures.
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Little presents made to the principal persons of the district
soon established a familiarity of intercourse, which enabled
mo to speak openly and with authority of the gospel. My
hearers found the religion very fine; but the new doctrine,
und the new preacher who announced 1it, stopped them short
at once. One day—it was I believe the fourth of my
arrival—I was sitting on the bank of the river conversing
with one of the natives, and just beside us were his two sons
cngaged in fishing. In despair of catching anything they
pulled in their long lines and were going away, when I said,
assuming a jocose tone,

““You do not understand ; give me one of your lines.’

“T throw it about ten paces further, not without much
laughter from the spectators. Providence willed that alarge
fish should bite at tho very instant; and I drew out my
prey, more astonished myself than those who laughed. :

«¢This unknown,” said they among therasclves, ¢has
sccrets, which other men have not; and nevertheless he is
not a bad man.’

“In the evening, at supper, there was much talk about
the wonderful capture I had made. They wished to know
my sccret. Instead of an answer, I contented myself with
one single question :

“¢ Do you belicve in holl ¥’

¢ Yes,” answered three or four of the best informed; ‘we
belicve in hell, like the bonzes of San-sim.’

“<1fave you any means of escaping it.’

“<We have never reflected on that point.’

““Well then,” I replied, ‘I have an infallible secret, by
means of which you can become more powerful than all the
¢vil spirits, and go straight to heaven.’

“The first secret gained credence for the second. Thus
Divine Providence disposes of all things.

# Tho next day, three long beards of the village made
thoir appearance in my chawber, armed with a jug of brandy

and four glasses.
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“¢Your secret,” said they, ‘is of awful consequence. If
our importunity does not hurt your feelings, we would wish
to know in what it consists. Let us begin by drinking.’

“ Notwithstanding the natural repugnance which I have
for Chinese brandy, I thought it necessary to accept the
invitation, in order to avoid incurring the aversion of these
poor people, who could be made to know or understand
nothing but through this channcl. I then commenced to
develop my ‘secret, by cxplaining the dogma of original
sin, of hell, of the salvation wrought by Jesus Christ, and the
application_by the sacraments of the merits of the Saviour.
It was in the simplest manner, and by familiar comparisons,
that I procceded. But unluckily, my interrogators taking
ten or twelve bumpers to my one, became in five or six
minutes incapable of understanding anything. Howover, 1
‘gained favour. They lodged me and my Christian in a very
spacious house, which had become vacant by the death of the
proprictor. One of the most intelligent men of the village
was appointed to teach me their Manchu language, which is
more pleasing . to their ear than Chinese, although they
speak the one as well as the other. The Manchu has become
a dead language in Manchuria Proper. The natives glory
in abandoning the language of their ancestors in favour of
that of the new comers—the Chinese. It is not the same
with the Yupitatze, whose language is to the Manchu much
the same as the Provencal patois is to the French or Italian.

“ A week had elapsed when in the middle of the day the
sharp sound of the tam-tam was heard on the river. Fear
was immediately depicted on every countenance.

“ ¢Itis,’ said they to me, ‘alarge boat from San-sim, bearing
two Mandarins and twenty soldiers, who at this moment are
assembling all the inhabitants of Su-su.” -

“In addition to the ordinary apprehension caused by the
sudden appearance of the functionaries, the ‘people saw
themselves seriously compromised by my presence, which
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would bring down upon them the wrath of the Mandarin.

, After a mutual understanding with me, they simply declared
me to be an unknown person, who transacted no commercial
business, and who, in opposition to their resistance”at first,
had forced himself upon their hospitality. An officer,
followed by seven or eight soldiers, came directly to the
house whore I was; and, the first usual compliments being
passed, demanded of me what business brought me into a
country, the entrance of which was strictly forbidden by
law.

¢ My business,” I answered, ‘calls me not only to Su-su;
1 must go further, and push on even to the Usuri.’

“The officer, without daring to follow up his inquiries,
gratefully accepted a cup of tea, and retired inviting me to
visit the boat. To anticipate the Mandarin, and pay him the
first marks of politeness, was a decisive step ; t}liﬂ indication
Jf confidence would remove all suspicion. I went therefore
on board attended by my Christian, and was received almost
with open arms.

“On the evening of the same day ho returned my visit. I
offered him some pu-cha, the much-csteemed tea of Se-
shwan, the glutinous leaves of which form a roll as hard as
wood. .

“¢My lord,’ said he on retifing, ‘your presence here
causes no inconvenience ; I allow you to remain ten or even
twenty days, if your business require it.’

“ Nevertheless, the crew of the boat exacted from fourteen
poor families of Su-su a sum equivalent to two hundred
francs. Tho whole amount of money in possession of the
Fish-skins did not amount to more than seventy-two francs.
Three days passed in parley. My presence evidently an-
noyed the collectors. I had become an object of suspicion,
and thought it best to return to San-sim, on the 23rd

August, where I lodged with a Mahometan.
“My beard and my eyes induced my host first to imagine
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that I was one of his co-religionists. His conjecturcs
vanished completely before a plate of pork, which he saw me,
eat with a greatrclish. But what was his surprise, when he
heard me relate the history of the creation; the fall of our
first parents ; the travels of Abraham ; ete.

“The Mohammedans of San-sim are numerous, and form
about one-third of the population; they own a Mosque,
which is guarded by a kind of Marabut, called Lao-she-fu.
The duty of this man is, cvery day at sunrise to give the first
stroke of the knife to the beast or cow, which is sold in the
Turkish shambles. He also opens the school for the young
persons, who wish to study the Koran. I received the unex-
pected visit of a superior officer, a confidant of the chicf
Mandarin. His mission was not to interrogate me judicially,
but by means of certain captious questions and counterfeit
politeness to extract my confidence. After a long conver-
sation the officer retired just as wise as he came, but only
to return in a short time to the charge. He paid me as
many as three visits in the space of six days; so that the
Turk, not being able any longer to repress his fears, came to
me to humbly ask how much longer I counted on a shelter
under his roof. It was therefore necessary to consider anew
about my departure.

“T remembered having heard it said by the Fish-skins of
Su-su, that towards the east, a little to the south of San-sim,
there was a narrow path by which the ginseng doalers
annually went to the Usuri. Tho distance by the long
winding caused by the rivers and mountains is reckoned at
one hundred and twenty loagues. The Turk, to whom alonc
I had confided my project, cheerfully assisted my little pre-
parations; and on the 1lst day of September 1845 we once
more quitted San-sim, without knowing when we might
return. '

“This time the mule carried aiong a complete kitchen ;
pamely a small iron pot, a hatchet, twa porringers, a bushel



" JOURNEY 'ro THE' USURL. 89

of millet, and some cakes of oaten bread. Whoever makes
the journey from San-sim to the Usuri need not look for any
other bed than the ground, any other covering than the

heavens, nor any other food than what he may Rave taken

the precaution of bringing. The journey, on account of the

autumn rains, took us fifteen days. I confess that, in com-

parison with these, former fatigues appeared as child’s play.

You must cut and drag trees, light fires, necessary against

the cold and -the tiger, prepare your victuals in wind and

rain, and all this in the midst of a swarm of mosquitoes and

gad-flies, who do not suspend their attacks until about ten

or twelve o’clock in the evening. Water and wood were in

abundance during the first days of the journcy; but tlnrty

leagues from the Usuri, the springs became so scarce, that
we were compelled to do like the birds of heaven, and cat the

millet raw. The forests of this wilderness have scarcely any

other trees than an oak, of poor growth in consequence of
the rigorous climate.

*“ At last, towards the evening of the 14th September, the
rviver Usuri came in view ; it is as deep but not as broad as
the Sungari. We were then forty leagues north of the lake
Hinka (Tahu). Our first asylum was a lonely house built by
the Chinese merchants, serving as a warehouse for the
ginseng trade. Two days had scarcely passed when yiclding
to the invitation of one of the merchants, I availed myself of
his bark to descend the river for a distance of twenty-four
leagues, to a miserable cabin, situated ten leagues from the
confluence of the Usuri with the Amur.

“This eabin belonged to a Chmese, a native of Shan-tum,
With him were ten of his countrymen, from different pro-
vinces, whom he employed for six months in the year ta
traverse the mountains and forests in search of that celebrated
root of Zu-leu, about which I will say something further on.
The first interview made me imagine myself far from savage
districts, and within the pale of Chinese urbanity. But when
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they learned my quality of Christian priest, then were
verified the words of the Teacher, ‘ The servant is not greater
than his Lord’ (John xiii. 16). Avgrsion and disdain were
succceded by wrath, when, profiting by the many questions
they addressed me, I openly announced Jesus Christ. In
return for the words of salvation and love, they heaped male-
dictions on me.

“T'had been there fifteen days, when a strange accldent
broke up our meetings. This happened abaut tlie middle of
October. The trees already bare, and the high grass parched
and turncd yellow, announced the approach of great cold.
At mid-day, there appeared in the horizon above the forests
an immense cloud, which completely intercepted the light of
the sun. Suddenly, all hurried out of the house, crying
‘Fire! fire!” They took hatchets, and destroyed all the-
vegetation which bordered on the dwellings. The grass
was burned and the trees dragged into the river. The cloud
kept fast approaching. It opened, and disclosed to us the
focus of a raging fire, as rapid in its course as a horse spurred
to the gallop. There were concussions in the atmosphere, in
violence resembling the shock of a tempest. The flames at
hand, as soon as seen, passed a few paces near us, and plunged
like an arrow into the forests to the north, leaving us in a
sad state of consternation, although we had not suffered any
loss. These fires are caused by hunters coming from the
banks of the Amur, who find no easicr means of compelling
the game to quit their retreat.

« A few glasses of brandy having dissipated the late im-
pressions of fear, the conversation turned anew upon religion.
The greater part of my hearers agreed that my doctrine was
good and true. But the Ten Commandments were univer-
sally deemed an insupportable burthen. You will not be
astonished at this, when you are made aware what kind of

people I had to deal with.
«The entire population of the Usuri and m tributary
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rivers does not amount to eight hundred souls. It is divided
into two classes, the first of which comprises the Chinese, to
the number of two hundred, and the second about five
hundred Manchu Fish-skins, subdivided into eighty and
some odd famnilies.

“The two hundred Chinese, two upright merchants ex-
cepted, are vagrants, felons guilty of murder, highway
robbors, whom crime and the fear of punishment have com-
pelled to exile themselves into these deserts, where they are
placed beyond the reach of the law. I only judge them from
their own account. How many have avowed to me their
daring robberies, the number of men whom they had killed
or grievously wounded, and the oxcesses of every kind to
which their appcarance bore testimony. ‘No,” said they,
¢ miscry and poverty alone could never have made us volun-
tarily undergo such dreadful exile” And the aspect of the
place induced me to believe them without difficulty. Would,
at leasty that the sufferings of banishment inspired some
salutary remorse to theso depraved hearts! But they pre-
serve even now, as in their past life, an ardour for crime, to
.develop which opportunity alone is wanting. Each year is
marked by two or three murders. But a very short time
ago, even an old man of sixty-cight killed another of seventy-
six, on account of some debt which the latter could not
discharge on the instant. Four days afterwards I saw the
murdcter, and he related to me the bloody scene with an air
as tranquil, ag if he himself had taken no share in it.

“These men, wretched in their entire being, have here no
other means of sustaining life than that of giving themselves
up, with incredible fatigue, to the search of the ginseng.
Picture to yourself one of these miserable carriers, laden
with more than twenty-four pounds weight, venturing with-
out any road across immense forests, climbing up or descend-
ing the mountains; always left alone to his own thoughts,
and exposed to overy distemper; not knowingif to-day or to-
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morrow he may fall a victim to the wild beasts which abound
around him, supported by the modicum of millet he brings
with him, and a few wild herbs to season it.  And all this
during five months of the year, from the end of April to
the end of September.”

[M. de la Bruniere here gives a description of the ginseng
plant from hearsay. He also encloses some seed with dirce-
tions how to propagate it. The medicinal virtues of the
ginseng, M. de la Brunitre can speak of from his own ex-
pericnce; he was cured in a short time of a weakness in the
stomach, which had resisted the treatment by Peruvian bark-
wine and other infusions].

“ I will now give you some details about the Yupltatze, or
Tish-skins. This tribe, formerly numerous, at present scarcely
counts from seventy to eighty families, who trade from the
Lake Hinka as far as the Amur. The Yupitatze inhabit
houses differing little from those of the poorer Chinese. In
winter the Chase, in summer the Fishing, comprise in two
words the history of their arts, sciences, and social state. No
government, no laws among them; and how could there be
any for scattered members who have not even the appear-
ance of a body ? Their whole religion consists in a debasing
worship, which in Chinese is called Tsama or Tsamo. This
superstition, equally in favour with the lower class of people
in Leao-tong, has for its object the invoking of certain good
spirits in opposition to the devil, whom they dread. With
the Yupitatze, a tribe fond of the chase, three spirits, that
of the stag, that of the fox, and the spirit of the weasel,
stand highest in public estimation. If a member of a family
fall sick it is ascribed to the agency of the demon. It is
then necessary to call upon one of these genii, which is per-
formed by the following ceremony, which I witnessed twice.
The great Tsama, or evoker of the Tia-shen (spirit) is in-
vited by the family. At a distance of half a league the
gound of the drum announces his approach. Immediately
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tho master of the heuse issues forth with & drum of the same
kind, to receive him. It should be well understood that
brandy is always at the reception; and I may as well tell
you beforchand, the sun has hardly set before they are all
dead drunk. '

“ When the hour of the Tia-shen has como, the great
Tsama, clothes himself in his sacred robes. A cap, from which
streamers of paper and thin stripes of the bark of trees
flutter, covers his head. His tunic of doe-skin or cloth,
variegated with different colours, descends to the knees. But
the girdle is what secms most necessary for his occupation.
It is composed of three plaits, and attached to it are threc
rows of iron or brass tubes, from seven to eight inches long.
Thus accoutred the exorciser sits down, the drum in one
hand, a stick in the other. Then in the midst of solemn
silence, he intones a lamentation, the music of which is not
disagrceable.  Tho drum, which he strikes at regular
intervals, accompanies the voice. This lamentation, or invo-
cation of the spirit, has many stanzas, at the end of each of
which the face of the Tsamo assumes a fearful aspect.
Gradually the sounds of the drum become stronger and
quicker. The Tsamo contracts his lips, and emitting two or
three dull whistling sounds, he stops. Immediately the
spectators respond in chorus with a prolonged cry, gradually
dying away, the sound of which is that of our open é.

“The invocation ended, the Tsama rises quickly, and
with hurried stops and frequent bounds he makes the circuit
of the chamber repeatedly, orying out like a man in
a transport.of frenzy and multiplying his contortions, which
cause the tubes of brass to resound with a frightful noise.
The spirit is then at hand and shows himself, but only to
the exorciser, and not to the spectators The Tsama I saw
called upon the spirit of the stag. It was the commencement
of the hunting season. e paused in the middle of his per-
formance and uttered such a cry, or rather howl, that the
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Chinese merchants, who at first had laughed at the farce, fled
the house and sought shelter for the night clsewhere. An
old cook, a native of Peking, assured me he had felt the
spirit; but what was his terror when the next day on rising
he found an iron pot empty, which he had left full of millet
the evening before! It became known some time after, that
the spirit, in a generous fit of conviviality, had awarded the
dish to the great Tsama and his companions, as a recompense
for their labours.

“ The natives hunt only during the winter. The snow,
which covers the mountains and plains to the depth of six
feet, offers no impediment. Two planks cut from tho pine-
tree, a quarter of an inch thick and at most five inches broad,
and six feet long, sloping upwards at both cnds, covered
underneath with a deer-skin, and bound tightly to the foot
by two straps; such are the snow-shoes used by the hunter.
Equipped with these, he will skim lightly over the snow
follow the track of the stag and deer, and go twenty to
twenty-five leagues in the shortest winter’s day. Should a
mountain lie in the way, he climbs it without difficulty by
the aid of his snow-shoes. The hair of the deer-skin, with
which they are covered, is put on so as to slopo backwards,
and sinking in the snow, scrves as a mecans of support.

“ The dexterity of the Yupitatze is no less exhibited in
fishing. Furnished with a simple iron-pointed javelin, he
sits in a skiff made of the bark of a tree, and manages it with
the same ease on the water, as the snow-shoes onland. The
Chinese call this skiff Kuai-ma, i.e., swift horse. A few
strokes of an oar, shaped like our * battoirs de lessiveb,” cause
it to glide up the river with extreme rapidity. The Chinese
dare not venture in it, for the least motion would upset the
venturesome navigator.  When the Yupitatze strikes the
fish with his dart, the arm alone moves, the body not losing

b An oar with a blade at either end.
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its equilibrivm for an instant. The Usuri and its small
tributary rivers abound in fish. Tha.t which ranks first is
the Iluam-yu, unknown in Europe. I have seen some which
weighed more than 10001bs., and was assured there: were
some of 1800 to 2000 pounds. It is said to come from the
Hinka Lake. Its flesh, perfeetly white and very tender,
make me prefer. it to all other fresh-water fish. Entirely
cartilaginous, with the exception of three small bones in the
neck, it has lips formed like those of a shark, the upper
protruding much over the lower. Like the shark, it turns
itself to seize its prey or bite the hook ; and, like it, swims
slowly and clumsily. The cartilage and bones are' the most
estcemed portions of the fish, and sell at San-sim for one
and a-half tael of silver the pound. The Mandarins annually
lay in a supply for the Emperor’s table.

“ Towards the end of September, at the approach of winter,
another kind of fish called Tamara appears in the Amur and
Usuri. It comes from the sea in shoals of several thousands,
and weighs from ten to fifteen pounds. Its shape, and espe-
cially the flavour of its flesh, give me reason to- suppose it
a kind of small salmon. God, in His paternal providence,
mindful even of those who do not glorify Him, gives it to
the poor inhabitants of this country as an excellent preserva-
tive against the rigours of winter. I state what I found by
experience. Without wine and without flour, supported by
very little millet, and a morsel of this dried fish, I have
suffered less from a continual cold of 51°, and which during
many days reached 65°° than I did in the south of Leaotong,
with better food and a temperature of some four degrees
below zero. To the Yupitatze the fishing of the Tamara is
of the same importance as the gathering in of the harvest is
to our rural districts and cities; a déficiency in one or the

¢ Evidently a gross error in M. de la Brunidre's thermometer
readings. - At Nikolaywsk it never exceeds 40° and at Yakutsk
even, such a degree of oold is looked upon a8 extraordinary. -
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other will bring a famine along with it. The two fish I
spoke of are more frequently eaten raw than cooked. I
followed this custom without any very great repugnance,
and scarcely believed I might become a savage at so small a
cost. You can conceive, gentlemen, that this exclusive
regimen of fish, like everything else exclusive, has its incon-
venicnces.  The heat which it imparts to the blood, so bene-
ficial in winter, is the cause of severc diseases during spring
and summer. Among these maladics I would particularise
the small-pox. Its ravages are horrible. The most aged
persons dread its attacks as much as infancy and youth.
The same individual may suffer from it four or five times in
the course of his life.
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A GOLDI SLEDGE.

“ But though dangecrous as a constant article of food, the
fish of these rivers are invaluable on account of the imperish-
able garments made of their skins. In boots made of such
fish skins you may wade through rivulets and walk in the
snow as on the dry ground, equally protected against the
cold and moisture.

“The swgn, the stork, the goose, the duck, the teal, appear
each year in the month of May in numberless flocks, attracted
by the prey which is easily had and in abuidance; and the
birds are the more daring, as no one disturbs their repose.
The natives do not seem to value wild fowl.

#T will conclude with a word on the mode of travelling
practised in the winter season. The great and only road
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during summer or winter is the river or lake. A very light
sledge made of thin oaken laths, five or six feet long, a foot
and a half high, convex in the lower part, whilst the upper
part is level, serves as a general mode of conveyance. Here
the dog, discharges the same office as the reindeer with the
Russians. Every family keeps a pack of fifteen or twenty of
these apimals. The master eats the flesh of the fish; the
dog has for his share the head and the bones. During
winter the latter feeds entirely upon the tamara, which
produces such heat that he sleeps on the snow during the
most sovere cold without seeking a more comfortable berth.
A team of eight dogs (they are of middle size) draws a man
and two hundred pounds of luggage during an entire day
with the swiftness of our best coaches. These journeys in
winter, and the chase to which the Yupitatze are addicted
at this scason, bring on here as elsewhere in cold countries
where no precautions are taken against it many cases of
ophthalmia, which at an advanced age terminates in
blindness.

“ About the 13th or 15th of May T will buy, if it please
God, a small bark in which I may descend the Amur to the
sca to visit the Long-hairs. I shall go alone, because no one
dare conduct me, and my companion, a poor Christian from
Tcaotong, returns to his home sick from fear and melancholy.
I am well aware how difficult it will be to avoid the barges
of the mandarins who descend the river from San-sim; but
if it is the will of God that I arrive where I design going,
His arm can smooth every obstacle and guide me there in
safety, and if it please Him that I return, Ile knows
well how to bring me back. Whatever this future may
be, to proceed appears to me in the present circumstances
the only duty of a missionary, who in the prayer which the
Church enjoins him says often with his lips and in his heart
the words of the sacred canticle, ‘Shall T give sleep to my
eyes or slumber to my eyelids or rest to my temples, until I

n
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find out a place for the Lord, a tabernacle for the God of
Jacob’ (Ps. cxxxi.). ' ’
“ Have the kindness, gentlemen, to remember me at the
holy altar and before the sacred hearts of Jesus and
Mary.
“De la Bruniére, Missionary Apostolic.”
M. de la Bruniére did actually descend the Usuri and
Amur; butmet his death at the hands of predatory Gilyaks.
Two messengers were sent to seek him, but they only got as
far as San-sim, where the swollen statc of the river put a
stop to their progress. Further researches were not made,
as the situation of the Christian communitics in the south of
Manchuria did not permit of it. A cathedral had been
built at Yang-koan (’hotel de Soleil) three leagucs from the
sca, and several oratories and chapels in other parts of the
country. A college was founded in the neighbourhood of
Kuang-cheng-tzay in the plains of Mongolia ; and Christian
communities, owing to the activity of M. Venault, existed
even at Girin and Asheho—towns of Manchuria. But the
progress made by the Missionaries aroused the encmies of the
new religion. On the 1st February 1849 when M. Verolles
was confessing some Christians, Chinese soldiors and others,
to the number of about sixty—in a state of exitement conse-
quent upon an orgie—attempted to enter the oratory to
to seize his person and deliver him to the Mandarins. They
were prevented by the native Christians, and M. Verolles
had time to fly to the mountains. The oratory, however, was
watched ; messengers ran off to Kai-cheu to decnounce the
first catechist (a native) for having given shelter to foreigners.
In the morning before break of day six neophytes and one
catechumen were arrested and taken in chains before the
Mandarin. The catechumen and an old man renounced their
new religion, but. the others remained ‘staunch in spite of
“tortures. This spread consternation among the ncighbouring
-Christian communities. The men fled before the soldiers
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sent to arrest them, leaving their women and children
behind.

Measures were taken without delay to put a stop to these
persccutions. M. Verolles sent his pro-vicar Berneux to
Mukden, where the Mandarin at the head of the superior
tribunal sold at a high figure the promise to liberatc the
imprisoned Christians. The Christians were liberated, and
their accusers sent to prison. The chief catechist brought an
accusation of trespass against tho Chinese aggressors. The
imperial edict granting protection to the Christian rcligion
was read in open court, and sentence was just being pro-
nounced against the trespassers when the friendly Mandarin
himself got into trouble. Ilis successor was hostile to
Christianity ; ho accepted bribes from the Paguns, and
decided to refer tho case back to the superior tribunal at
Kui-cheu where no doubt it would have been lost.

Our catechist, however, presented a petition against such
removal ; and the government, probably induced to this
course by the remonstrances of the French Consul at
Shanghai, acceded to his praycr, and at the end of January
1850 the case was settled in his favour. Several Pagans
received from twenty to ecighty blows, two were deprived of
all civil rights, and five soldiers who had robbed the
Christians of a sum of thirty-two pounds were expclled
the territory, after one month’s suffering the infliction of the
Cangue. This persccution did anything but promote the
number of Christian converts. Many catechumens were
shaken in their faith, and Pagans once favourable to
Christianity returned to their idols. Nevertheless sixty-six
adults and 1200 children were baptized in the course of the
year, and in 1850 the number increased to eighty-eight
adults and 2081¢ children. Three new oratories were
built.

4 No doubt many of these children were baptized in extremis, by the
priest working upon the superstitious fear of their parents.
wR



100 M. YENAULT'S JOURNEY

M. Venault had been active at Asheho, a newly-founded
town in northern Manchuria, and resolved to start from
there upon an exploratory journey to the Lower Amur. One
of the objects of this journey was to clear up the fate of
M. de la Brunitre still enveloped in mystery. In this he
perfectly succeeded, as the following letter will show :—

“ My Logbp,

“As soon as the wishes of your Lordships had become
known to me I prepared to proceed to the kingdom of
Si-san said to exist in the north. I left my residence at
Ashcho on the 6th day of the first month of 1850 on a
sledge drawn by three horses and accompanied by the
Christian converts Ho, Cheu and, Chao. During the first
three days of our journey we met with several hostelries on
the road, but after we had passed the river Son-hoa-kiang
(Sungari) these became scarcer, and the traveller is obliged
to seek hospitality amongst the foew colonists dispersed on
the western bank of that river—a demand mever refused.
Numerous military stations are distributed on this western
bank of the Sungari, cach of which has a Mandarin and a
tribunal. The distance from Asheho to Sansin is about
fifty lcagues, and we passed five days on the road. Sansin
is situated at the confluence of the Sungari and the Mutan,
on the eastern bank of the former and to the north of the
latter, M. de la Bruniére had stayed in this town in 1845,
and his assassination by the *Long hair,’ still formed the
subject of conversation. In order to render my journey as
secret as possible I thought it prudent not to stop here. In
haste I supplied the deficiency occasioned in our provisions,
made during a five days’ march, and though night had almost
set in proceeded with my sledge across the snow. It was
almost midnight when we arrived at a small tavern. The
intense cold, or perhaps rather copious libations after supper,
rendered our landlord for a long time deaf to our appeals for
shelter. At lust, however, the door opencd and a place was
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assigned us on the kkang.* Two took their turn in resting -
here, whilst the third watched the horses and the sledge on
the roadside.

“Tn order to avoid the Military Station built by the Em-
peror at the confluence of the Sungari and Amur to prevent
all intercourse between Sansin and the Hei-Kin district, we
directed our course towards the Usuri (Utze-kiang) and
crossed that river where it receives the Imma (Ema), above
its confluence with the Moli. Our first station was Wei-tze-
keu, ten leagues from Sansin.

“ Wei-tzo-keu consists of a group of villages situated
within a radius of six leagues. Some agriculture is still
carricd on here and the population is pretty numerous. But
going east, hostelries, cultivated lands or roads are no longer
met with; only now and then we encounter in the midst of
the wilderness the solitary hut of a ginseng dealer. Between
Wei-tze-keu and Imma-keu-tze (Ema), a distance of a
hundred leagucs, there are only a few solitary huts in the
mountain-gorges.  They are inhabited by old men—a
woman is never scen here — whose occupation it is to fell
trees which they leave to decay, when a kind of mushroom
grows upon them which at Sansin forms the object of a
lucrativo traffic.

¢ Scarcely ten leagues beyond Wei-tze-keu the paucity of
snow compelled us to abandon our sledge, place the baggage
on the back of our animals and travel on foot. We continued
crossing the wilderness for twelve days, lodging sometimes
in one of the huts just mentioned, but more frequently in the
open air. Onour arrival at our stopping place in the evening
we cut down some wood, cooked our millet, and after
supper peaceably fell asleep surrounded by an immense circle
of burning embers, which protected us equally against the

¢ The divan, an enclosed bench warmed by the smoke fromn lt;he ﬁro
passing beneath it.
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piercing cold and the teeth of the tiger. Thanks to God,
we had not yct met during the whole of our journey with a
single beast of prey, but scattered bones still covered with
pieces of human flosh, and clothing recently torn and be-
smeared with blood, reminded us of the precautions which
it was nccessary to take against the dwellers in the
forests.

* . “Imma-keu-tze merely consists of a few houses inhabited
by ginseng seekers. These men arc homecless adventurers,
gallows-birds who live here en famille with the proprietor of
the house as chief. Gains and cxpenses are shared alike
among all. Such a house is not a tavern, but a homestead
of which you may become a member by presenting yourself;
a republic where anyone may acquire the rights of citizen-
ship by participating in the labour of all. In such a com-
munity I was obliged to stay for two months; it scarcely
needed so long a time to make me desire to leave it. Dut I
had neither guides nor a sledge, and, nilly-willy, was com-
pelled to wait until the thawing should enable me to continue
my journey in a canoe. During these interminable months
we frequently spoke to these ginseng seekers and Chinese or
Manchu travellers, who like ourselves sought shelter under
the same roof, of God and our holy religion. But we spoke
to men who had ears and would not hear, who had eyes and
would not see. May the Lord deign.to send down upon these
vast regions a firc —not to destroy — but to enlighten the
stultified understanding of these men, a firo to purify their
hearts so profoundly degraded!

« At last the thaw came. I had purchased a small canoe
made of the trunk of a tree, about twenty-five feet long and
two wide. I engaged a pagan Manchu as pilot, and paid
him at the rate of ten taels of silver (£8 12s.) a month. I
gave him the helm, my people and myself took to the oars,
and -on the 19th day of the third month (31st April) we
departed for the country of the ‘ Long-hairs.” Notwithstanding
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the ten taels which we had paid to our Manchu, he only
accompanied us with repugnance and ill grace.

“ The many absurd rumours afloat regarding me — I was
said to be a Russian in command of a large army, which I
was about to rejoin for the purpose of pillaging the country,
or a sorcerer having power over lifo and limb — these rumours
made my pilot singularly unwilling and ill-humoured. To
these were added the statements of the merchants on our
arrival at the Hai-tsing-yii-kiang about the ferocity with
which the ¢ Long-hairs’ had murdered M. de la Bruniére;
their rapacity which would induce them to treat us the same,
and rob us of our effects. Fear exasperated our Manchu’s
naturally irascible temperament, and God knows we had
daily to suffer from his violence.

¢ Apprehensivoe that he might desert us on the first
opportunity, we engaged a second pilot, a Chinaman who had
previously visited the Long-hairs and spoke their language.
But instead of one tormentor we had now two. Not a day,
not an hour, passed without some altercation, and of so
satanic a kind that it scarcely is possible to imagine a one
thousand tithe of it. Remonstrances would only have still
more irritated them, and possibly put u stop to our further
journeying, so promotive of the glory of God and the salvation
of souls. I therefore held my peuce and suffered in silence
the insults of these leopards. He: ecce ego mitto vos sicut
aynos in medio luporum,

“ Towurds the c¢nd of the fourth moon we arrived at Mu-
cheng (Dondon). This is neither a town nor a village but
simply an enclosure of palisades in the centre of which
stands a wooden house, which serves as a residence to the
Mandarin, who comes here annually to collect the tribute in
furs from the Tatars and give them in return a few pieces of
silk. This official in attending to the interests of his master,
neglects not his own. He, as well as the armed satellites,
who accompany him to the number of thirty, traffic on their
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private account. Woe to the natives upon whom he lays his
hands, when ascending or descending the river. -Having
thoroughly exhausted them in pulling the barge with cudgel-
ling at discretion, he compels them furthermore to purchase
his merchandize and always at the highest figure.

“ As stated above, the emperor has established several
military posts on the confluence of the Sungari and Hei-long
(Amur), to prevent all communication between Sansin and
the tribes to the north. A flotilla of from twelve to fiftecn
barges is scnt down the river under the Mandarin spoken of,
and in addition bodies of armed satellites commanded by sub-
officers are sent annually to Mu-cheng to prevent the higher
functionaries themselves from favouring smugglers. Never-
theless, any one on paying a heavy bribe which the officials
divide betwcen them is allowed to pass. But the Son of
Heaven may rest assured that these military posts, this
flotilla, these armed men, maintained at a large expense,
only serve to fill up the coffers of the Mandarins. In order
to obviate paying for the right of passage, a great many
barges descend to the sea previous to the arrival of the
Mandarin at Mu-cheng, and only ascend to Sansin after his
return. I did the same. After travelling twenty-four
leagucs we came to Aki, the first village of the ¢ Long-hair.’
This hamlet, though said to be the largest of the Chang-
Mao-tze, is inhabited by only seven or eight families. I
observed here with pleasure much more manly features than
among the Twan-Moa-tze (Taturs who shave the head), and
and almost European physiognomies. I also saw them
embrace each other in sign of friendship, which I had seen
nowhere in China. 'When brandy expands their hearts they
ure particulary prodigal in signs of affection. I made a small
present to each family, but they received it without any sign
of pleasure. Had it been u bottle of brandy, they would no
doubt have better appreciated it.

* Since our departure from Asheho we had generally tru-
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velled alone. But from Aki the number of barges following .
the same route increased much in number, and we were
always in company. Great pains were taken to make mo
give up my intended journey to the sea; all arts of rhetoric
were employed to describe the terrible tortures which M. de

la Bruniére had becn subjected to. At last, when they saw

I would not yicld to the fear of undergoing the same fate,

they came to menaces, fearing perhaps that the business
which took me to these regions would injure their commerce.

Notwithstanding these little friendly disputes, we kept in-

viting cach other to dine on each other’s boats. 1 took

advantage of such opportunities to speak eternal truths and

to distribute good books.

“ In this way we came to Pulo opposite Uktu (Ukhtr),
the last village of the ¢ Long hairs” There my Manchu,
whose fears had kept increasing the further we advanced,
declared roundly he had had enough of this voyage, and
nothing in the world should induce him to go further. My
other companions did not refuse to remain with me, but I
could plainly sec their hearts began to fail. In my embar-
russment, I begged one of the merchants to take me on
board his barge and conduct me to the sca; but in vain.
Not knowing what to do, I visited Pulo. I there found a
man just retwrned from Sisan (Sakhalin) : seven barges had
foundcred in the bay in a gale of wind, his alone escaping.
Great rejoicing consequently took place in the family of this
merchant during my stay. I was obliged to share in them,
and when the feast terminated availed myself of the good
will of my entertainer to interest him in the success of my
journcy. A nephew of his agreed to conduct me down the
river for ten taels. I left part of my merchandize as security,
and we were again en route, not cven excepting my Manchu
pilot, who had taken fresh heart. 'We entered the country
of the Ki-li-mi.f But scarcely had we advanced five leaguess

! Gilyaks. & Fifty leagues in the original,
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when our progress was stopped by a new alarm. We were
told that the first village, Hutong, we were about to approach,
was the one ncar which M. de la Bruniére had been murdered,
and that eight barges were lying in wait for us a little above
it to make us share the same lot. The whole of my men
refused to go any further. I sought an interpreter who
understood the language of the Ki-li-mi, and I sent him
forward with three of my companions to ascertain what was
going on, and collect precise information regarding the
melancholy fate of my former fellow-labourer. They were
gone six days. The two men whom I had kept with me
augured evil from the delay, and were about to abandon me,
when I pereeived two Kwai-maP rapidly rowing towards us.
They brought back to me my messengers, dripping wet,
souked to the skin. In the joy of the happy termination of
their mission, the unlucky fellows had got drunk, quarrelled,
and upset themselves in the river. They confirmed the
report of M. de la Bruniére’s death, and in corroboration
brought several things which the murderers had taken from
his barge. I abstain from giving the numecrous versions of
the cause of this act of ferocity, and restrict myself to the
statement of onc of the murderers as most worthy of credit.
When my messengers arrived at Hutong, all persons con-
cerned in the murder, one excepted, had fled. This one
remained in the village on the assurance of a merchant that
I was not come to take vengeance. My pcople saw and
interrogated him. According to his statement, M. de la
Bruniére was engaged preparing his meal in a small bay,
where he had sought shelter against a violent storm, when
ten men, of whom the narrator was one, attracted by the
prospect of booty to be expected from the strange priest, went
towards him armed with bows and pikes. When they
arrived at the bay seven of them landed, the others kept on

b Swift boat, made of birch bark.
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their boat. Having hit M. de la Bruniére with several
arrows, the seven Ki-li-mi went on his boat and struck him
with their pikes. The last stroke fractured his skull and
proved mortal. During the whole of this tragedy, M. de la
Bruniére remained seated quietly in his boat, without speak-
ing a word; no complaint escaped his lips. In silence
he offered himself a sacrifice before God, in the conversion
of the people, whose salvation had constantly occupied
his thoughts from his first entrance into Manchuria. 1t is
currently reported among Chinese and Tatars, that after his
death the Ki-li-mi wrenched out the teeth of stheir vietim,
tore out his eycs, and mutilated the corpse most fright{ully.
The body was thrown ashore, and after a few days washed
away by the river. The natives pretended to have scen the
strunger walking the scenc of the outrage since, an apparition
which caused, them much fear.

“This crime cousuminated, the assassins divided the booty.
I have sinco then seen many children wearing miraculous
medals and small crosses. The silver was converted into
carrings for the women. The murderer whom my messengers
saw appeared {o repent of the deed. Of his own will he
restored his part of the spoils, consisting in an ornament,
a holy stone, a silver cup for mass, the remains of a thermo-
meter, and two compasses. DBesides this, my messengers, in
concert with three headmen of Kilimi villages, imposed a
fine upon him, which he submitted to without much difficulty.
It consisted of five pots, two spears, two Mang Pao (dresses
embroidered in various colours, such as are worn by the man-
darins), a skin dress, a piece of satin and a sabre. The
spears will remain in the hands of the interpreters as a me-
mento of the peace concluded betwecen us and the murderers.
‘When these objects had been delivered to my messengers, in
presence of the three chiefs, an act of reconciliation was
signed, of which one copy remained with the Kilimi, and the
other was forwarded to me. It is as follows:—
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“ ¢ In the thirticth year of the Emperor Tao Kwang, Shien-
Wen-Ming (M. Venault) and Chen-Tu-Chu (one of the
Christians) came to demand satisfaction for a murder com-
mitted in the twenty-sixth year upon the person of a
missionary called Pao (M. de la Bruniére) by men belonging
to the villages Arckong, Siloin, and Hutong, and peace has
been restored between both parties. The above villages
engage not to incommodate for the future any travellers who
may come on barges during the summer, or on sledges
during the winter ; but promise to treat them as brothers.
The relativesrand friends of the priest Pao promise on their
part,not to revenge the assassination of the twenty-sixth year
of Tao Kwang. DBut as the spoken word passes away and is
forgotten, these engagements have been put on paper by both
parties, in presence of the interpreters, who are charged with
seeing them properly carried out.

“¢The witnesses : Chen-Tu Chu and Shang-Shwen.

“«The interpreters: San In Ho and I Tu Nu of the
village of Ngao-lai, Tien-I-Tee Nu and Shy Tee Nu of Kian
Pan, ITu Pu and Si Nu of Hutong.’

“ But whilst peace was being thus concluded on the one
hand, strife broke out on the other. T had promised to dis-
tribute among my guides the fine paid by the Kilimi. They
did not, however, wait for my decision ; each took what suited
his fancy, they quarrelled, and from words they came to
blows and knife-thrusts. Disheartened by so many disasters
my two Neophytes refused to go any further, and I was
obliged after all to give up my journey to Sisan. I therc-
fore returned to Pulo, and prepared to proceed home, as
soon as the mandarin should have quitted Mucheng with
his flotilla.

“T had been there about a month when the news spread
that the Chinese were coming to surprise us. We hastily
concepled our baggage in a storc-house, and with my two
Christians I retreated to the neighbouring forest. It was
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the night of Assumption. Our only provision consisted of
some rice-wine, but Providence ordained that we should meet
at the skirt of the forest two women, carrying millet and
dried fish, part of which they gave us in exchange for our
wine. On the following day, towards evening, pressed by
hunger, we cautiously ascended a small hill, where I saw on
the river, not far from the wood, a solitary canoe with a man
init. He took my belt in exchange for some rice which we
cooked in a hollow where the rising smoke would not easily
betray us. Our meal was not very copious, and soon finished.
Before lying down to sleep, I went aside to pray, when I
heard several men advancing towards our retreat, and im-
patiently calling upon us. I feared the mandarin had
received information of our whercabouts, and that he desired
a nearer acquaintanceship. I therefore let them shout and
beat the bush, concealing mysclf in the dense shrubs cover,
ing the ground. After a time all was silent and I fell asleep.
On the following day our first care wag to procure food.
We walked a long distance without encountering any habita-
tions, but at last came to a village where we heard the good
news of the mandarin’s return to Sansin.

¢ Whilst hidden in the woods, my two pilots and the man
in whoso house I had lodged had been flogged on suspicion
of knowing about my evasion, and only got out of the hands
of the mandarin on giving up to him their dresses, furs, etc.,
in short, all they were possessed of. I was obliged to
indemnify theso unfortunates, not only for their loss, but also
for the cudgelling. To increase my misfortune, the Chinese
pilot had remained on the spot when I concealed my effects
in the stone-house on the day of my flight. My trunk had
become an object of affection to his heart, and previous to
flying himsclf, he wanted to have a last peep into it ; and on
my return, my watch, a silver cup, a compass, and a pair of
scissors, werc missing.

“ Notwithstanding this accumulatmn of obstacles, I still
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thought of Sisan. The refusal of all parties to accompany
me obliged me, however, to forego this journey—one of the
principal objects of my voyage—and to return to my station
at Asheho. I arrived there on the sixth day of the ninth
.month, nine months after my departure. I only brought
back with me skin and bones; more than two hundred and
forty taels had been cxpended on the journcy; I had sold
my clothes and even lost my breviary.

“Throughout, I was taken for a Russian. Russians
frequently make their appearance among the Kilimi and
¢ Long-hair,” with whom they carry on trade. I have seen
with these tribes various objects of European origin, such as
pots, hatchets, knives, buttons, playing-cards, and even a
silver coin of recent date, which they had obtained in this
way. At Pulo I was told that in April 1850 scveral
Russians had come to select the site for building a town.
Six days after I had left the Kilimi village of Heng-kong-ta,
.on my return to Pulo, a boat with seven Russians arrived
there. Had the difficulty of ascending the river not detained
them, they would have met me at that place. Kilimi, Long-
hair and Chinesc, all assert, that the Russians are going to
build a town and take possession of the country. May not
Divine providence have appointed them to open to us the
islands north of Japan ?

«“.A few words now on the chances of success which these
regions offer to the propagation of the Gospel. Betwcen
Ashcho and Sansin, few families gre met with; there are
only soldiers and vagabonds, whose life is passed in gambling,
in orgies, in excesses of the most disgraceful debauchery.
Sansin, with its environs, is a second Sodom.

“The Yupitatze of the Usuri are big children, affable
and hospitable ; but unfortunately they have adopted the
vices of the Chincse with whom they are constantly in
contact. Their superstition on commencing the respective
seasons for hunting and fishing, as well as their long and
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frequent journeyings, present obstacles which the m;sslonary
would find it difficult to snrmount.

“The Yupitatze of the Amur aro gross, more cruel and
addicted to drink.

“The Long-hair gnd Kilimi surpass all other trlbes_,m
ferocity, lust of plunder and thirst for blood, especially when .
they are drunk, which happens every day. A missionary
desirous of converting them would be sure of much suffering :
but if the difficulties are great, the power of God. is still
greater. Courage, therefore, and confidence! The blood of
the righteous which the ungrateful earth has drunk, calls for
mercy towards it; it renders it fertile and makes it bring
forth fruits of salvation.

“T have stated to your lordships the reasons which pre-
vented my going to Sisan. DBut I will at least give the
result of the inquiries I have made respecting it. The
Chinese barges which descend the Amur to the sca never
visit Sisan, which is separated from the continent by a narrow
strait which they dare not cross. The more hardy Yupi-
tatze however go there annually. They depart in the fifth
moon, pass the winter on the island hunting or trading, and
return in the spring of the following ycar. Their cargocs
consist of millet, spirits and silks, which they exchange for
furs. A Long-hair of Heng-kong-ta proposed to take me
there in the following year, and a similar offer was mgde to
me by a merchant of Sansin. The shortest route would be
to leave the Amur at Cha-She, sixty leagues above .Pulo.
The country thence to the sca may be traversed in sledges
in four days, and another day, with a favourable wind, would
suffice to cross the strait.

“ From all information Sisan appears to be identical with
the island of Karaftu or Tarakai, half of which is subject to
Japan, and for this reason the Chinese call it indifferently
Sisan or Shepen (Japan).”

After his rcturn, M. Venault remamed at Asheho. In
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1852 he removed to Girin with the intention of building an
oratory. He was, however, denounced by the Pagans, and
had to fly for his life. Christians of both sexes were taken
to prison in chains, but were subsequently all ransomed on
the payment of £120.

In 1856 the Roman Catholics had six chapels and several
oratories in southern Manchuria. The number of converts
is stated to have been 5000 souls. The chapels are con-
structed in the Chinese style, but with Gothic windows, doors,
and portals. The interior is ornamented as far as their
means and other circumstances permit, and it is these out-
ward forms, this appeal to the senses of the people, to which
we must mainly ascribe the success of the Romish
missionaries.
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XI.
RECENT HISTORY OF THE AMUR.

Ir was not long after the treaty. of Nerchinsk, by which
Russia had ceded to China her rights to the Amur, when the
' advantages which might accrue to the development of
Siberia generally, and to the settlements on the Pacific in
particular, began to be recognised. Miiller, the historian,
was the first to point out in 1741 how desirable it would
be to acquire the right of freely navigating the*Amur,
and to send down it tho provisions for the settlements
in Kamchatka. In addition to this, Chirikof, the com-
punion of Boring, advocated in 1746 the establishment of
a post at its mouth. The subject was again broached in
1753 by Myetlef, then Governor of Siberia, who handed in a
project for provisioning the Pacific scttlements by way of the
Amur. In 1805 Krusenstern proposed to occupy Aniwa
Bay at the southern extremity of Saukhalin, of course as a
stepping-stone to further acquisitions on the coast of Man-
churia; and in the following year a Russian Licutenant,
Chwostof, actually took possession of the bay in the name of
the Emperor by distributing some medals and proclamations
among the native chiefs. This proceeding however was
disavowed by the government. At about the same time
Golovkin went on a mission to Peking, where he was ordered
to treat for free navigation of the Amur, or at all events to
gain permission annually to send a few ships with provisions
down the river. But the Chinesc were unwilling to make
any concession whatever. To coerce them, Kornilof, the
governor of Irkutsk proposed to make g hostile demonstration
by constructing an Amur flotilla of gunboats. Again in 1816,
1
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Shemelin of the Russo-American Company spoke very freely
on the advantages Russia would derive by again occupying
the Amur. He states that 14,000 to 15,000 pack-horses arc
required overy year to carry the necessary provisions for the
scttlements on the Pacifie, at an expense of fifty-eight to
seventy-seven shillings per cwt, for every six hundred and
sixty miles transport. The price of flour at Kamchatka con-
sequently amounted to thirty-six rubles a cwt.* Still more
recently the opinion appearcd to gain ground in Siberia that
Russia would again occupy the Amur, and a fur-trader at Udsk,
who had on hand a large stock of small brass crosses, effected
a rapid sale by working upon the fears of the natives. He
told them that a Russian ship would ascend the Amur, and
all th&e not.wearing crosses would then be put to death.
This happened in 1830, and we can scarcely believe the
statement of this merchant to have been entircly a fabrica-
tion. Middendorf’s journey in 1844 along the supposed
frontier, though not of a political character, and undertaken
in opposition to the express orders of the Academy, never-
theless served to draw the atiention of the home authorities
to the regions of the Amur. Another sign of the interest
taken in the Amur was evinced by the publication in Russian
papers, including several government organs, of numcrous
accounts of early Russian adventurc on the Amur.

When therefore Count Nikolas Muravief became governor
of Eastern Siberia in 1847, onc of the first acts of his
government was to send an officer with four Cossacks down
the Amur. Vaganof, the compunion of Middendorf, was
cntrusted with this task. ITe left Ust Strelka in the spring
of 1848, but since then no tidings have arrived from him,
and he probably fell by the hand of some natives or was
drowned. The Chinese frontier authoritics wero applied to,
and bis surrender demanded on tho allegation of his being «

In 18528 cow cost eleven pounds, a “fowl twenty-five shillings, o
pound of flour eightpence-halfpenny, a pound of meat sixpence.
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desertcr, but they pleaded ignorance. The fate of this
pioneer did not however stop the preparations to obtain a
footing on the Amur.

Muravief, as a sccond preliminary step, gave orders to
explore the coasts of the sca of Okhotsk and the mouth of
the Amur. These preparations, it was also believed, might be

GENERAL COUNT MURAVIEF AMURSKY,
GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF FEASTERN SIBERIA,

the means of securing to Russia part of the whale fishery in
the sea of Okhotsk, which was being carried on. by
Americans, English, TFrench, and evén Germans, to the
entirc oxclusion of Russians. Captain, now Rear-Admiral
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Nevilskoi left Kronstadt in the Baikal in 1848, and several
officers of the Russo-Amecrican Company were placed under
his orders when he arrived out there. Lieut. Gavrilof of the
Constantine had in the year previous explored the Liman
of the Amur. Capt. Poplonski and Lieut. Savin laid down
the coast of the Shantar islands. Licut. Orlof of the Russo-
American Company continued the surveyin a boat towards the
Amur,and on the day of St. Peter and Paul he discovered the
Bay of Fortune (Chastnia), where he founded the post Petrov-
skoi to serve as a winter station, The position of this post was
however very badly chosen; it was scarcely accessible to
ships, and was subsequently abandoned as useless.

In 1850 Licut. Orlof entered the mouth of the Amur.®
At that time the report was spread gencrally among the
natives, even at some distance from the mouth of tho river,
that the Russians were coming with a large army to occupy
the country. Orlof sent a boat up the river to sclect a site
for a fpwn, and in 1851 Nikolayevsk and Mariinsk were
founded by Capt. Nevilskoi to serve as trading posts of the
Russo-American Company. Russia had thus got a footing
on the Lower Amur. In the foilowing year, 1852, no pro-
gress appears to have been made on the Amur itself; but a
detachment was sent from Ayan permanently to occupy the
island of Urup, one of the Kuriles {o which the Japanese
preferred a claim, though Urup was not occupied by them,
whereas it was occasionally visited by Russian hunters.
Lieut. Bashnak discovered Port Imperial (Barracouta Bay)
on the coast of Manchuria.

In 1853 Alexandrovsk post in Castrics Bay, and Konstan-
tinovsk in Port Imperial were founded. In the autumn
Admiral Putiatin, whé was then staying in Japan with the
Pallas, Olivutzu, Vostok and Menshikof, despatched Captain

b In the same year a Russian chapel was built at the confluence of
the Bureya and Niman, near one of the Chinese frontier marks dis-
covered by Middendorf.
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Rimsky-Korsakof of the Vostok® steamer to the Amur, where
he wintered. In October Major Busse with one hundred
and fifty men occupied Aniwa Bay, where tho post of Mura-
vief was established, and a small detachment was sent to
Dui, on the west coast of Sakhalin, a place where cpals are
found. )

1854-5.

The year 1854 is specially remarkable in the history ol
the Amur for the first military expedition under the personal
conduct of General Muravief descending it from the Trans-
baikal provinces. Russia had at that time in the Pacific
three frigates (the Pallas, Diana and Aurora), and several
smaller vessels, and owing to the outbreak of hostilities
between Russia and the Western Powers, fears were cnter-
tained that the vessels might be left in want of the necessary
provisions. The Russian scttlements in the Pacific them-
selves depended at that time upon a foreign supply, and the
only feasible plan was to send the provisions from Siberia
down the Amur. Muravief easily gained the consent of his
own government to that decisive step. That of the Chinese
authorities was asked for, but neither the governor at Mai-
machin (Kiakhta), uor the vice-king at Urga could grant it
without reference to Peking.  There is no doubt about the
answer which would have been returned had the decision of
the Pcking government been waited for.  Morcover, no timo
was to be lost, and having completed his preparations Mu-
ravief started with his expedition, and entered the territory
of a neighbouring state, with whom Russia was at peace at
that time. 'We will not pause here to inquire in how far

tussia was justified in that step. Supplics were urgently
required on the Lower Amur, and “necessity has no law.”

Muravief left Shilinsk on the 27th May in the steamer

¢ This steamer was purchased in England, and left Southampton in
January 1853 in company with the Pallas Yrigate, commanded by
Admiral Putiatin,
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Argun (the machinery of which had been constructed at
Petrovsk), fitty barges and numeracus rafts. He was escorted
by & battalion of infantry of the line and some Cossacks, in
all a thousand men, with several guns. In his suite were
Permikin, Anosof and Gerstfeldt, entrusted with a scientific
mission by the Siberian branch of the Russian (tedgraphical
Society, Lieut. Popof of the Topographical Corps who
made a sketch survey of the river, Capts. Sverbef and
Bibikof. Most of* these gentlemen have published accounts
of this journey.® On the 7th Junc the expedition anchored

VIFW OF AIGUN.

off Amba Sakhalin, the first Manchu village, and several
officers crossed over and landed, but excepting several old
men and thre: younger ones tho inhabitants had fled to the
neighbouring town. The young Manchu, however, soon got
on a friendly footing, and returned tho visit of the Russians

4 Permikin’s Description of the River Amur in Memoirs of the Sibe-
rian branch of the Russ. Geog. Soc,, vol. ii. ; Anosof’s Geological Sketch
of the River Amur, with map, ibid. vol. i.; Sverbéef’s Description of the
Governor-Goneral's Voyage down the Amur, ibid, vol.iii.; Permikin’s
and Anosof’s Description of the Amur, in the Viestnik, 1855,
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on board their barges where they received a fow small pre-
sents.. On the following day at ten o’clock in the morning,
the expedition arrived at Aigun. The stcamer anchored
close to the town, and the barges and rafts formed a line on
the opposite bank. In the “port” were scen thirty-five
Chinese junks, each of”five or six tons burthen. Secveral
members of the expedition landed and were received by the
governor and three other functionaries and invited to enter
a tent pitched close to the bank of the river. The whole
garrison was drawn up near the tent, in all about 1000 men
miscrably armed. Mgst of them carried a pole blackened at
the top to represent a lance; a few only had matchl(lcks, and
by far the greater number bows and quivers slung across
the back. In rcar of the troops stood some guns mounted
on clumsy red carriages of very rough workmanship, and
protected against sun and rain by a conical birch-bark roof
also painted red. A man holding a match, or perhaps only
a stick blackened at the top, stood beside each gun. Evi-
dently the Chinese in that quarter had made no progress
during the last two centuries. Soldiers as well as other
people curiously pressed into the tent whilst the palaver was
going on there, and it was necessary to drive them out with
sticks. Admittance to the town was refused, the governor
alleging he could not grant it without superior orders from
Pcking, otherwise he would exposc himself to the whole
severity of the laws prohibiting the entrance of strangers.
Muravief not thinking it desirable to provoke any ill feeling,
re-embarked and continucd his journey down the river. On
the 27th June he arrived at Mariinsk, and with part of his
retinue he returned by way of Ayan to Irkutsk. Permikin
left Mariinsk on the 2nd July in a boat with five rowers,
and after seven days arrived at Nikolayevsk. Heavy rains
detained him here for two days, when he continued his
journey to Petrovsk whence the schooner Vostok took him
to Ayan. Muravief hastened from Mariinsk to Port Imperial
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where he met Admiral Putiatin of the Pallas. Neither the
Pallas] nor the Diana, which arrived subsequently, could
enter the mouth of the Amur, and proceeded therefore to
Cape Lazaref to take in the provisions intended for them.
The commencement of a scientific exploration had been
made by the gentleman attached t6 Muravief’s expedition.
In the same year however two other gentlemen arrived on the

VIEW OF MARIINGK, 1854.

Amur; we allude to the naturalists Leopold von Schrenck
and Charles Maximowicz, the former of whom directed his
special attention to the animal world, whilst the latter in-
vestigated the botany of the new territories. Ieopold von
Schrenck had been attached at the instance of the Russian
Academy to the frigate Aurora, which left Kronstadt on the
2nd Scpt. 1858. She arrived on the 15th April 1854 at
Callao, where she found at anchor four French and English
frigates awaiting the official news of the declaration of war.
Without delay she continued her voyage, crossed the Pacific
with a favourable wind, but on arriving near the southern
Kuriles contrary winds and the health of the crew compelled
her to put in at Petropavlovsk, Kamchatka, 80th June.
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Schrenck was here transferred to the Olivutzu, Capt, Nasimof,
which was sent by the governor to Castries Bay. Bn the
6th August he put into Port Imperial, where the garrison at
that time consisted of eloven men only, and he arrived on
the 11th at Castries Bay. The Olivutzu remained here, but
Schrenck was enabled t§ continue his journey to the Amur on .
the steamer Vostok which had just come in with coals from
Cape Dui. At Cape Lazaref he found at anchor the frigates
Diana and Pallas, which owing to the shallow water could
not get further. Maximowicz, who was on board the former,
joined Schrenck on the Vostok, and after running aground
several times both reached Nikolayevsk on the 18th August.
Maximowicz had been attached as Botanist to the Diana
for the purpose of collecting plants for the Imperial Botanical
Gardens at St. Petersburg. The Diana arrived at Castries
Bay on the 23rd July 1854, and owing to the outbreak of
the war, he was obliged to leave the ship. The time up to
his leaving Castries Bay, 6th August, was spent in botanical
excursions. Schrenck wintered at Nikolayevsk, but Max-
imowicz continued his journey on the 19th September to
Mariinsk, where he staid during the winter, and in October
mado an excursion to Castries Bay to explore the marine
flora.

The Pallas not proving any longer sea-worthy had her
guns taken out at Cape Lazaref, and was then sent to Port
Inperial and burnt in the following spring, the small detach-
ment left to guard her returning by land to Mariinsk. The
Diana with Admiral Putiatin went to Japan.

At the time of the outbreak of hostilities in 1854, the
strength of the Russians on the Amur was very inconsidera-
ble. The post Muravief in Aniwa Bay had been abandoned,
the garrison proceeding to the Amur; and the place was again
occupied by the Japanese. Konstantinovsk in Port Imperial
wus grarded by a few men only. Alexandrovsk in Castries
Buy had also been evacuated. On the Amur itself Niko-
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layevsk and Mariinsk alone were occupied; but the garrison
of both certainly did not exceed 1000 men. Petrovsk, a
block-house, on Fortunc Bay, north of the Amur, still
existed, but was not capable of offering the least resistance.
The military strength of Russia had been concentrated at
"Petropavlovsk, and reinforcements had been sent there by
the Olivutzu from Castries Bay. 'The naval forces were
equally insignificant. The Diana frigate lay at Simoda in
Japan ; the Pallas, sixty, a hulk in Port Imperial. At Petro-
pavlovsk were the Aurora frigate, forty-four, tho store-ship,
Dvina, ten, and the transports Baikal, four, and Irtish, six
guns. The Okhotsk brig, six, of the Russo-American Com-
pany was stationed at Ayan, and at the latter part of the
.year was drawn ashore at Petrovsk to undergo repairs.
Some other vesscls of the Company, the Constantine, Turko,
Kodiak, Menshikof, were afloat in the sea of Okhotsk, but
not being armed no account need be taken of them.

The allies were mustering their forces on the American
coast. On the 7th May, the Virago arrived at Callao with
official news of the declaration of war, but did not leave before
the 17th May, allowing ample time to the frigates Aurora
and Diana to reach a place of shelter. The Artemise and
Amplitrite, twenty-five, having been sent to California, the
allied squadron had the following strength :—

English—President, frigate . 50 guns. Admiral Price.
Pique s . 40 ,,
Virago, steamer . 6 ,
Obligado, brig . .12 ,,

French — Forte, frigate . . 60 ,, Admiral Febvrier

Eurydice, corvette , 22 ,, Despointes.

A total of six vessels, with one hundred and ninety guns
and about 2000 men, and including but one miserable
steamer, of two hundred and twenty horse power. On the
28th August this squadron arrived off Petropavlovsk. The
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ships were paintéd black to conceal their strength. In the
afternoon Admiral Price reconnoitred the fort on board the
Virago. The Russians had made ample preparations for a
vigorous defence. The nine batteries of the place mounted
fifty-two guns of heavy calibre,® and the Aurora and Dvina
were moored behind a spit of land in a rather disadvantageous
position, their broadsides facing the harbour. The Russian
garrison, including ships’ crews, was less than ecight hundred
men. The odds certainly were on the sido of the Allies, and
considering the weight of their armaments they had a fair
chance of success. On the following day the squadron was
just moving in to commence the attack, when the suicide of
Admiral Price, committed, it would appear, in a temporary
fit of despondency, put a sudden stop to further proceedings‘:
The command now devolved upon the Irench Admiral, a
very old and infirm officer.

On the 1st September, the Virago towed in the President,
fifty, Forte, sixty, and Pique, forty, but notwithstanding the
calm she could scarely get ahead, and dropped the frigates
much further from the Russian batteries than was desirable.
A small battery of three guns was however soon silenced, and
the guns spiked by a landing party. The circular five-gun
battery on Shakof Point was also silenced for that day. The
cleven-gun battery on the spit of land behind which were
moored the Russian vessels, proved more troublesome, but
after a timo also ceased her fire. In the evening the Allied
ships were hauled out of range of the enemy’s guns.

On the following day, the 2nd September, Admiral Price
was buried in a sequestered spot of the bay. A stormy war-
council was held at night, and it was resolved to take the
place by assault, a schemte opposed by the timid French
Admiral. Sunday the 8rd September was passed in prepara-
tions. On Monday a landing party of seven hundred men—

e Four Paixhan guns, the others thirty-six and twenty-four pounders.
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four hundred and twenty English and tWo hundred and
eighty French—werc placed on board the Virago, which
again towed in the President and Forte. The frigates took
up their positions six hundred yards in front of two batteries
of seven and five guns respectively, and having silenced
them the landing party was disembarked under the dircction
of Captain Parker, R.N. It was found impossible to restrain
the men, and without any order they scrambled up a hill
overgrown with brushwood where they could not distinguish
friends from foes. Arrived on the top of the hill, a Russian
battery of two guns opened fire upon them and in indescrib-
able confusion they fled towards the sea. Had it not been
for the guns of the Virago, which daringly approached to
within a few yards of the coast, the loss would have been
more considerable. That of the English was one officer and
twenty-five men killed, eight officers and seventy-three men
wounded. The French had three officers killed and five
wounded. The Russians took two prisoners also. On the
5th the fallen were buried in Tarenski Bay, and on the 6th
the squadron left. On getting outside two strange sails
appeared in sight, and turned out to be the Anadir schooner
with provisions for Petropavlovsk, and the Sitka of the
Russo-American Company, of seven hundred tons, with
military stores from Ayan. Both were taken and the former
burned.

The English went to Vanceuver, the French to California,
whenee dispatches were sent to Europe, which arrived there
at the end of 1854. Admirals Bruce and Fournichon were
appointed to succeed Admirgls Price and Febvrier Des-
puintes. The latter officer however dicd on the 5th March
off Callao. Reinforcements were*promised, and imperative
orders were given to take Petropavlovsk. The Russians at
that place were further reinforced by the Olivutzu from
Castries Bay, and the Kodiak, which had been staying at
Bolsheresh on the west coast of Kamchatka. They strength-
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cned their fortigcations still more and repaired the damage
done; but on the 17th March orders arrived from St. Peters-
burg to abandon the place. The guns and ammunition were
at once put on board the ships, a passage was cut through
the ice, and they left on the 17th April 1855, and: safely
reached Castries Bay.

1855-6.

Considerable activity was displayed by Russia in 1855.
Three more expeditions left Shilkinsk in the course of the
year, and conveyed down the river altogether three thousand
soldiers, five hundred Colonists, with cattle, horses, pro-
visions, agricultural implements, and military stores. Gen.
Muravief himself accompanied the first of these expeditions,
which started in May. The Chinese were either unwilling
or unable to oppose the passage of the Russians, and con-
tented themselves with carefully taking note of the Russian
barges floating past. For as yet Russia had not attempted
to make any scttlement on the upper or middle part of the
river, the presence of the allied fleets in the Pacific render-
ing it necessary to asscmble as great a force as possible on
the Lower Amur, in case any attempt should be made to land.
The Chinese, however, took some notice of the doings of
Russia, and in July some Mandarins-on four junks came to
Nikolayevsli to negociate about the boundaries, but not being
of sufficient rank General Muravief refused to treat with
them.f

Gerstfcldt, in August 1855, remarks upon the progress
made on the lower Amur. Mariinsk, which in the preceding
year consisted of two log-houses only, now extended for some
distance along the bank of the river, and was defended by

f According to another authority, these Mandarins eame to protest
against the occupation of the Amur; their attention, however, was
drawn to the guns and military forces assembled, and they left their
purpose unattained.
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two battories. A considerable part of theforcst had been
cleared and a “park” laid out for the enjoyment of the
inhabitants. This island of Suchi, where in former times
stood Kosogorski, was occupied by a Cossack village, sur-
rounded by “ gardens, ficlds and meadows.” The villages
of Irkutskoi, Bogorodskoi and Mikhailovsk had been founded
in the summer by colonists who came down the river, and
who were engaged there ploughing the ficlds. Their houses
had alrcady been built. Progress was however most ap-
parent at Nikolaycvsk. The population had been largely
increased by the arrival of the garrison of Petropavlovsk,
and instead of ten houses there were now one hundred and
fitfy. There was a club-house, with “ball-room, dining and
reading-room,”™ a warm bath and two schools, and the town
was defended by three batteries mounting sixty guns. In
the harbour might be seen the schooner Liman, facetiously
called the “ Grandfather” of the Russian Navy of the Amur,
the first vessel built by Peter the Great having been called
“ Grandmother.” The vessels escaped from Petropavlovsk
were lying in the winter-harbour.

Castrics Bay had been re-occupied in June, and in addi-
tion to four badly built huts, a convenicnt summer camp for
five hundred men, and a winter camp consisting of six large
and several small log houses were completed in the course of
the year. A small detachment was still stationed at Port
Imperial commanded by Licutenant Xusnezof, but in
January 1856 the post was abandoned, and the garrison fell
back upon Mariinsk.

The operations of the allied fleets in the Pacific in 1855
were on a much more extended scale than in the year
preceding, but the results were cqually insignificant. One
squadron, commanded by Admiral Bruce, operated in the sea

8 The neighbouring village of Kidzi was purchased from the Olcha,
and settled by a battalion of infantry of the line.

h Mr. Gerstfeldt is fond of using high-flown language.
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of Okhotsk; and: a second, commanded by Admiral Sir-
James Stirling, in the South. It may be presumption in a
civilian to offer any comments on naval operations, but we
cannot help thinking that a fleet of seventeen vessels ought
to have been sufficient to blockade the northern and southern
centrances of the Amur, had it even been found injudicious to
attack the Russian stations on the Lower Amur. This
attempt, indeed, might have been attended with considerable
loss of life, without leading to any commensurate bencfit.
The naval force of the Russians was utterly insignificant,
and, as at Sebastopol, did not dare to show its face. The
Diana frigate had been wrecked in Simoda Bay ; the Pallas,
was lying a hulk in Port Imperial ; and of vessels actually
in a position to show fight there were but seven, the frigate
Aurora, forty-four; the corvette Olivutzu, twenty; the
transports Baikal, six; Dvina, ten; and Irtish, six; the
small steamer Vostok, four; and the cutter Kodiak.
The few vesscls of the Russo-American Company were glad
to find a refuge in the ncutralized! territories of North-
western America.  On the other hand the Allies had at their
disposal five steamers and twelve sailing vessels, viz.
English : the stcamers ITornet, seventeen ; Encounter,, four-
teen ; Barracouta, Brisk and Styx, cach of six guns; the
sa,‘iling vessels : President, fifty ; \Vinchester: fifty ; Sybille,
forty; Pique, forty; Amphitrite, twenty-five; Spartan,
twenty-four; Dido, cighteen; and Bittern, twelvo: total,
three hundred and eight guns. The French had only four
sailing vessels, the Alceste of fifty guns; the Sibylle, fifty;
the Constantine, thirty; and the Eurydice, twenty-two:
their stcamers, the Colbert and Jean d’Are, ran aground and
were not available. The grand total is thus seventeen
vessels, with four hundred and cighty guns. .

A rendezvous was appointed for the vessels belonging to
the squadron of Admiral Bruce under fifty degrees north-

! The American possessions of Russia had been declared neutral.
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latitude and one hundred and sixty degrees east longitude,
off the post of Petropavlovsk in Kamchatka. The Encounter
and Barracouta arrived there on tho 14th of April, and
cruized off the port, but owing to dense fogs the Russians,
who left the Bay on the 17th, escaped their noticed By the
23rd of May the othor vesssels had arrived, and the squadron
was composed then of the

President, sailing frigate, 50 guns.

Alceste, ’ » 50 ,,
Pique, ’ ” 40 ,,
Dido, corvette 18 ,,
Encounter, screw 14 ,,
Barracouta, steamer 6 ,
Brisk, screw 6 ,

P g

Total, seven vessels with 184 guns.

and about 2,000 men. All of them, the Alceste excepted,
were English. Owing to dense fogs it was necessary to
delay entering the port until the 31st, but the town was
found deserted, the inhabitants had been removed to the
interior and thc American colours were flying over onc of
the stores. The batteries were razed by the Allies and the
government buildings burnt down, the latter, howcver,
without the sanction of the Admiral. The Dido was sent to
the north to look for a privateer, and on the 3rd of Junc
threc boats were scnt from the President to capture the
Ayan whaler of four hundred tons found in Rakovia
harbour. The sails, boats and anchots had been taken from
her. She was burnt. Another whaler, the Turko, had
safely effected her escape to Kojak, in neutral territory.
‘On the 11th the Amphitrite, twenty-five, and Eurydice,

§ The Heda with Admiral Putiatin entered Petropavlovsk on the 25t
of May, and saw four ships cruizing.off the port.
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twenty-two, arrived with despatches from the south ; Admiral.
Bruce thereupon gave up the pursuit of the Russmns in ﬂm‘
sea of Okhotsk; but on the 13th he despatched the Barracouta,

Pique, and Amphitrite to Ayan, and the Encountqr, ‘to.
reinforce the squadron of Sir James Stirling in' Japen.
With the remaining five vessels Admiral Bruce returned to
the American coast, looked in at Sitka: harbour on the 13th

July, but finding no preparations made for defence, nor any

men-of-war there, he continued his voyage to California.

None of his ships took further part in the operations against

the Russians.

The three vessels, Barracouta, quue, and Amphxtnte,
ordered to Ayan, arrived there on the 7th July. On their
approat_h the Russian flag was lowered, and the town eva-
euated. A few whalers were at anchor. The batterie