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PREFACE.

The sketch of a Hieroglyphical Dictionary has been drawn up to aid the

Student of Hieroglyphics in his researches upon the texts. It does not pretend

to enter into any discussion of those first principles of the study upon which

so much has been written
;
but its intention is that of a manual, which all

who appreciate the value of the phonetic system may use, and by which,

at one glance, may be seen the extent of the discoveries of Dr. Young and

M. Champollion, and of their application to the monuments of the Egyptians.

Neither does it appear with the pretension of perfection, even comparative
;

rather with regret that so little has been definitely fixed and acquired. But

as every step gained in the advance, when placed at the disposal of others,

may lead to results which at present even the eye of enthusiasm can

scarcely imagine, it has been judged that the publication of such a work

might be of slight service to those who are desirous of possessing, in a com-

pendious form, the results of much labour, comparison, and induction.

The matter contained in the work is of course not entirely original, but the

arrangement is so
;
and, if not scientific, perhaps the only one by which

tyros could at once find the particular group or word which they seek.

It may be termed ideophonetic, as it embraces both principles of ideal and

phonetical classification, and its arrangement has been borrowed from a

language very cognate in its construction—the Chinese.

The Hieroglyphical and English part of this Dictionary will be divided

into two divisions,—words commencing with symbols, representatives of

sounds, or phonetic, and those whose initial character is the equivalent of

an idea, or ideographic. The Phonetic division will be subdivided into

symbols, having the power of vowels or consonants, the vowels forming,

on account of one symbol frequently having the force of many, one large

class, and the consonants, according to their position in the Coptic
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alphabet. The internal classification will be strictly ideographical, taking

the symbols in their arrangement, according to the rank they hold in

natural and other sciences, as the human form, limbs, animals, inanimate

objects, &c. At the end of the work will be given all the symbols in

a similar classification, and in a tabular view. This, of course, will

form the key to the whole work. Suppose, for example, it were re-

quired to find the meaning of a group beginning with a human eye

—as the eye is a component part of the human body, it will be found in

that division in the table, and there will be affixed to the depicted eye,

V. 13—43 (Vowel from No 13—43). All the meanings in which a human

eye is the initial will be found in these words, as the eye generally repre-

sents a vowel.

As the work is one of progression, it will be impossible here to give all

the references to the works quoted from, but a list will be printed towards

its completion, as also of errata—but the difficulty of executing in litho-

graphy alone, and the feeble encouragement afforded to works of this nature,

must prove its apology to those willing to judge with a favourable eye of

its demerits. It is chiefly founded on the works of M. M. ChampoUion,

Rosellini, Salvolini, Wilkinson, Lepsius, and the monuments, papyri, &c.,

of the National Collections of the Museum.

Since the first part has been drawn up, the second portion of the

Grammaire Egyptienne of M. ChampoUion has appeared. The variations

will be noticed in the list of additions
;
but it is not intended to continue it,

or publish another number, until the appearance of the third part of the

Grammaire, Should this work meet with sufficient encouragement,

the author intends publishing a translation of a few texts, as a kind of

Egyptian chrestomathy.

London, August, 2\st, 1838.
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