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IMTFE - -
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA et al . B
vs. 'i é
ARAKI, SADAO et al -
Z
SWOR™ DEPOSITION E
Deponent : OHGOSHI, Kenji 3
:

FE N
Pt

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached

] "y =
A5 L LI e e B A

sheet and in accordance with the procedure followed in

my country, I hereby depose as follows:

- ‘—Ji"iit‘l -.: alh

I, OKOSHI, Kenji, am of lewful age, and reside
et Yo. 35, l-chome, Akazutsumi-cho, Setagaye Ward,

Tokyo, Japan.
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1. I (OHOOSHMI, Kenjl) merved as a staff officer with the Xwantung Amgy
from March, 1938, to March, 1940, and was a major at the time.

2s In =middle df June, 19!8 the speoial intelligonce department of the
Fwantung Army dwum to the G4 Py Us Gonernl Hoade

quarters in Ehabarovek from the Border Guards Headquarters of Novokievak

— —

(Chinese neme, Chiuyen) in the Soviet Union, and s a staff
M“ J-M%
officer of the 2nd Seoction (m.tngomo) of the gtalf scotion) Tho drafteman ‘5;,(-»
bhter ™

“was the ohief of stafl, Gonnnl amm of the Cemeral Headquarters of the
—Boey 31—-‘-"19“""‘)?3 4—-'-2'&“.".?.&

Special Army of the Par "ast (its coamander, Coneral Bruktwriy - Lhe telopran
sdatet gtw{:@ﬁ.

reported to Oeneral Bruwcney (that b seoause Zaogardnaya is an important place fyrom
where the North Korean Railway can be gosn below oune's eyes, battories must bo
Lmediately prepared,

Tho Ge Pe Us more formally is the Ne Ko Ve De and i3 in other words

the National thurh% g Home Affairs,
Se I reportef:!;\tho above-montioned tﬁ‘ to the Centrul and Yorean
G ««M@%*
4+ In the bogimning of JWWQ’ the Dorder Guards in , =
Hovokievek reported to Ge Ps Us Genoral Hoadquarters in Khadarovsk that thay
wore finally going to oarry out the ogcupatlion of Changkufeng at dawn on
11 July and that they had completely finished their proparations in the way

J1
of matorials for fortification, eto. hut of the Tumen Hiver is XKorsan

territory and Manchoukuoan territory does not exceod but a thin strip wedged
in detween them. loreover, since Changkuleng district was a guard ares of

the Korsan Army, the Kwantung Army did not necsssarily have to consider it e
problem, but the Kwantung Army and the nminds of the publie in Manohoulkuo to be
iovaded in & stratogio spot directly above an important railwmy, Gononl Ueda,
the Commander of the Xwantung Army and conourrently Ambassador to !hmhottkuo
ordered me to recomoiter the actusl opot for the purpose of galning momqa.to
intelligence as quickly as possible in order to got rid of undertainty in tlu
‘minds of the public by solving the qunt.ion by dint of diplomatic muru. '\I
departed for the spot by an airplane early in the morning of 10 July with the \
ain of greeting the morning of the 1lth at Changkufeng in order to percolive vlt\h
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ny oyes the situation on the push of the Soviet Army, but I was not adle to
reach Changkufeng on the night of that day owing to bad weathsr and having
ohanged to & traln en route, and billeted with the Border Guards unit (s ocmpany)
at Xoyu situated more than several soores of kilometers from Changkufenge I
heard from the company commander that night as follows:

(a) The faot that our guard strength was one company at Xoyu which
was In charge of several soores of kilometers to the border of Changloufeng.

(b) The faet that our troop strength was wholly dlspesed on the
wost side of the Tumen River in Korsan territory.

(¢) The faot that we had beoen forbldden to advance to the cast side
of the Tumen River in general and that no one has ever broken this prohibitions

(d) Rarly the following moraing, I departed with the company cormander
froa the Koyu darracks, and detrained at Kohpl Station which is on the opposite
bank to Changkufong) there I was introdused $o a Corporal Matsushine by the
company cormander and wo parted an he could not go further with me in order to

attend inspection and I went on to the spot crossing the Tumen River. -Zhe
.Bs_ I reashed Bogenko oroseing the Tumen River fa a dense fog with! Forean

costumed Corporal Vatoushima, Bosenko 13 a Korean village lying between ' Ch‘-ﬂshl
feng and the Tumen Rivers It seemed on the alert within the village with/ [ young
men association members on the watoh with gticks and the riaing sun Mag m thelr

I.
| J"n
| |

- e /
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;
g - hands and wearing white oloth headebands. I met the o chief with whom
: I conversed through an interpreter, a primary school teacher, to get an idea
of the situation and he sald that the Soviet aray had adwanced to the peak of
Changkufens at dawm and was busily engaged in construction, raking them wonder
if a war ms about to begine Ne was trembling and saying I wonder whother we
_'I - shall be killed if we don't run awny, or will we beo ocaptured unlawfully,
f I loft my gear and sword at the village chief's house, and thus 1ightly
attired started to climb upy with the previocusly nmt:iomd corporal to the top of

the mountain, and elimbod up the steep slope step by steps At this time the fog
vas s0 thick we oould not see through it and fMurther as the sun was shining from
tho east I wap not discovered by the Soviet soldlera. With the nolse of the
construotion as our objective, wo approached to a spot about twenty neters sway
muffling our footateps and keeping owr bodles low and observed thelr work for
about 30 minutes, lying pronme on the ground just as we were. They were bullding
trenches and driving stakess Tho lumpe of dirt and rooks dug up by them came
rolling down the stesp slope near meo, When I decame aware of it and looked at
my thighe and hands, I found they were covered with mud., I wes lying at a apot

vhore the mud which han been dug up was scatterad. "hen I ralsol =y body &

1ittle, I could soe the shape of Soviet soldiers through the for from head to
foot distinotly like a silhouette, The place where they were working clearly
coinoided with the slope shenging line.

In general, the sumdts of mountains are not sloped stoesply immedistely
from the watershed, but go down for some distance from the highest peak with a
looge slopo, and then make & stecp slope from the slope turning linee Thelr
congtruotion work was along thia slope turning line in order to be sble to fire
at the part of the steep slope where I actually wase Therefore, I cduld even
goe thelr heeols, Therefore, it was porfectly clear that they had comty acrogs
the waterghed of Changkuflengs

€¢ I came down the mountaln quiestly and returned to Bosenko and )\istened

to the stories of the chief of the village, olders of the village, and tl\w
principal of the primary school. According to thoms

(a) Te fact that lonz ago ero were some who made thelr liﬂ.né\by

fishing in Lake Chengohih (Leke Khassan), but it got so that no one went thoﬁ:o
anymore being alfraild of being captured by the G, Pe U, after the Russian Bmiktﬁﬂﬂ-
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. {b) The faoct that even so the inhabitants of Bosenko held a festival
in the spring and fall for their gods at the highest spot in Changkufeng or in
other words m spot higher than the spot where the Soviet soldliers were actwally
working at present, but they had never been reprimanded.

(0) The faot that on the summit of Changkufeng it was the habit of
the Gy Pe Us to patirol onoe a woek or every ten days, but did not especially
station troopae .

(d) The fmot that about a month age, & group of more than 10 soldiers
appoared on the top of the mountain, and stayed there about half an hour pointing
towards Forean and Manchurian teorritory looking at a map.

(e) The faot that among them were some with dinooulars.

(£) The fact that in this area, Japanese scldiers stayed on the west
side of the Tumen River and outalde of two or three of them ocomuing over to the
east glde recently, about a weelk apgo, only the KEMPZI Cpl HATSUSHIVA came over
cocasionally.

(g) Although it differed in places, it beoame clear that the summit
of the mountain at Changkufeng was from sabout 60 meters to 80 motors from the
watershed to the slope turning line,

I returned Lrmediately to Shinkyo (Changohun) and reported the
situation in detall to the higher authorities and informed the Xorean Army and
the Central authorities also about this,

7« On July 15, or 16, I learned through tho liaisen telephone of the
Eoresan Army that Corporal Matsushima was shot and killed by Soviet soldiers while
¢learly in lManchuokuoan territory even on the Russian contontion and that the
corpse was carried nway into Soviet territory which was evident from the reports
from nembers of the Bogonko Self-Protection Assooiation who had socoompanied
Matsushina. I reported this nﬁtw to the higher authorlities,
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T'E UNITED STATES OF A.FRICA et al
\VS.

ij, SADLD et al.

SWORL DEPOSITION

Deponent:  OHGOSHI, Kenji

Having Tirst duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet

and in accordance with the 2rocedure followed ir my country,

I hereby depose as follows:

I, OYGOSFI, Kenji, an of lawful wge, and rosido at

No. 35, 1=Chono, Alcezutsuni-cho, Sctagaya Viard, Tokyo,

Janan.
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Def. Dooce No. 2979

1. T (OHGOSHI, Kenji) served as a staff officer with the
Ewantung Armmy from Yarch, 1938, to ifarch, 1940, and was a ma jor
at the time,

2e In middle of June, 1938, the special intellipence den-
artnent of the.Kwantung Army decoded a code telegram addressed to
the G, P. U. General Headquarters in Khabarovsk from the Border
Guards Headquarters of Novokievsk (Chinese aume, Chiuyen) in the
Soviet Union, and presented them to mo, a staff effieer of the
end Section (Intelligence) of the staff section, The draftsman
was the chief of staff, General Schtern of the General Hegd-
quarters of the Special Amy of the Far ‘mst (its commander,
General Blucher), and the telegran reported to General Blucher
that because Zeozernaya is an important plece from wherc the
North Korean Railway can be seen below one's eyes, batteries
must be immediately prenared.

The G4 P. U. moro formally is the M. K. V. D, &nd is in
other words tho National Commissariat of Home Affeirs.,

Se I reported the above-mentioned telegram to the Central
and Korean Armies.

e In the beginning of July, a cods telegram of the Border
Guards in Novokievsk reported to G. .’ U, Genoral Hocdquarters
in K}mbe.rovek_ tl:at thoy were finally going to carry out the
occupation of Changkufenr at dawn cn 11 July and that thoy had
completely finished their preparctions in the way of matorials
for fortifieetien, etc. West of the Tumen River is Koroan
torritory and lanchoukuoan territory does not exceced but a thir
strip wedged in butweon them. Moreover, since Changkufeng
district was a guard arca of the Korean Army, tho Kv antung Army
did not neceossarily hav- to ¢onsider it.a problem, “ut the
Kwantung Arr » ras “he apds of thc -'r'uhlic in In.choukuo to be
invadod iu c strategic £29t diroctly unovy :u innortant railway,
General fzdir. the Commender af +he Brantun; Aruy and ocacue GAvly

S D
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imbnssedor to lanchoukuo ordered me to roeoconnoiter the aotual
spot Tor the purpose of gaining accurate intselligonce as quiockly
o3 possible in order to get rid of uncertainty in the minds of
the public by solving the question.by dint of diplamatio*moasuros.
I denarted for the spot by an airplana early in the morning of

10 July with tho aim of grocting the morning of the 11th at
Chengkufeng in order to norceive with my eyes the situation on
the puvsh ~f the Soviet Army, but I was not able to reach Changku-
feng on the night of that day owing to bad weather and havtpg
changed to & train en route, and billoted with the Dorder Guards
unit (a compeny) at Koyu situatod nore than ten

kilonctors from Changkufeng; I heard fron tho company conmander
that night as follown;

(a) The fact that our puard strongth vas one company
at Eoyu'which'ﬁas in charge of several scoroes of kilometers to
the border of Chengkufeng.,

(b) The faot that our troop strongth was wholly
disposced on tho wost side of the Tumen River in Korean territory.

(¢) The faot.thnt we had been forbidden to advancc to
the cast side of the Tumonlgiver in gonoral and thot no onc has
over broken this prohibition.

(d) Early tho following morning, I doparted with the
conpany conmander from the Koyu barracks, and dntr;ined at Kohgi

y

Station which is on the opvosite bank to Changkufcng; thore I
was introduced to a Corpornl Matsushima by the con.pany conumnder
and we perted os he could not go further*with me in order to
attend inspection and I went on to the spot crossing the Twaen
Xiver.

5+ I renched Bosenko crossing the Tumen River in a dense
'fog'with Korean costumed G&rporal tatsushira, Bosorke is g
Korean village lying botrmen Changl:ufong and the M™uman River,
It seemeé cn the ole -t ydthin the vilicge w *h roung nen

. associatior unhors 02 tThe wetch with sticks -né the rising sun

~ 2w
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flng in thoir hands and wearing white cloth hoad-bands, I net_
the villago chief with ﬁhﬁm I conversed through an interpreter,

& primary school teacher, to get an idea of tho situation and he
said that the Soviet amy had advanced to the peak of Changkuf ang
at down and vas busily ongaged in comstruction, making them wonder

if a wor was about to begine. FHe was trembling and saying I wonder
whethor we sheall be killed if we don't run away, or will o be

ceptured unlawfully.

I left iny gear end sword at the village chief's hpuse,
and thus lightly attired started to climb up with tho previgusly
nientioned cornoral to the top of the mOt;::tuin, rnd climbed yp the
steop slopo stop by step, At thig tirc the fog was so thick we
could not see through it nnd further as the sun wos shining fronm
the east I was not discovercd by the Sovidt soldiors. TWith the
noise of tho construction as our objectivo, wa approached to o
spot anbout twenty nmoters away nu;f'fling our footsteps nnd k:aeping
our bodies low and observed their work for sabout 30 minutes, .lying
2rona on tho pround gust as we were, Thoy wore building trenches
and driving stakes. Tho lutps of dirt and roocks dug up by them
caiae rolling dovm the stosp slope near ne. Whea I becarie civore
o7 it and looked ct my thighs and hands » I found theoy wero
covered with mud. I wes lving at e spot where the mud which hes
be=n dug up was scattered. Yhon I roised my hody o little, I
could soc the shape of Soviot soldiers throurh the fog from head
to Toot distinetly like a silhouctte. The Pleco whers they were
rorking clearly coincided with the slope chenging lino,

In genercl, the swwiits of mountains are not sloned
steoply immedintely fron the vntershed, but go dovm for sone
distence from the hiphost peck with a loose slopz, =ud then moko

~ 8stecp slope frem the slone chicmging line. Their construetion

work was cl:oae thd, Tucpa turning Liv. w o o~ 0 bo able to
fire ot .5z »rr& of ihe 3Tenz 3lovo whigr. T votwelly yvase Thero-
fore, 121211 even seow tnosir hee!s, W cerare, 1t wop verfootly
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Daf.'Doc, No. 2575
clanr thot the hed como across the vatorshed of Chunfﬁufong.

6. I come dovm the nountain auiotly and roturncd to Bosenko
"nd listened to the stories o the chiof of tho villare, elders
o: tho wvillage, and the priacipal of the »rinary school. Locording
to theun:

() The faot that long aro thore waro sons who -ide
tholr living by fishing in Leoke Chengehih (Lako Khassan), but it
£0t so that no one went there anymore being afreid of being
captuwred o7 the Go Po U. after the Russian Revolution,

(b) The faet that oven so the inhabitants of Bosenko
held o fostivel in the spring end fall for thelr gzods et the
aichest spot in Changkufong or in other words a spot higher than
the spot whore the Soviet soldiers wero actually working at
arceaeat, but they hnd nevor beea raprimanded..

(¢) 1Tns fact that on the swmit of Changkufong it was
the habit or thc G. P. U. to patrol once a vocol: or cvery ton doys,
but 4id not especinlly station troops.

(d) The faet that ebout o month cpgo, o groun of more
thaa 10 'soldiors cppearod on the top of the meuntain, and stayod
thorc sbout hulf an hour pointinz taw;rds Lorean and 3hﬁchurian
territory looking at a'mﬁpi

(e) The foet that awong them were some with. binoculars.

(f) The fabt thot in this area, Japonese soldi-rs
stared on the west sidae of the Tum;ﬁ.nivor aand ovtside of two or
threo of them couing over to the enst side rocently, cbout a'weeﬁ
00, 2uly the KEIPEI, Cpl. i‘ATSUSIIME cane over occaai;nally.f

z) Alth;ugh itldiffared in plecos, it hocanme cloar
that tho swaiidt of tho mountain at Changlufons was froa about

50 nwoters to 80 rnicters fro.: the votorshed t5 tho slooa tur?ﬁng

lino.
Y oosteanasLiinardetsly 9 Qhixtard (Cnangeaun) aid
roorted “re situation in dotadl To tha ki jier rutheritios and
St el R e R I N i i S ik i I I e i e S g e S

*—__.
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Dofs Doge Koo 29&9
infirned the Korean Army and the Contral authoritios clso about
this.

Te On July 15, or 16, I learned through the linison
telenhono of the Korean Army thot Cogporal-uhtsuﬁhimn'nps shot
ond Lilled 'by Soviet soldiers while clearly in *I-.;h_nir:huoku:;an
territory oven on the Ruaainn contention ond that tho corpse
wes carried away into s-:;viot* territory which was oevident from
tho ropsrts fron noenbers of the Dosenko Solf-Protecction %
Associttion who had acconponicd iatsushirng. 1 reoortod this

matter to the hi:hur'nuthoritias.
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Ca this 5_155 day of F&h\m_ 1948,
It Tokyo :

DEPOIENT  OHGOSHI. Kenid - (son1)

I, AU L, Kozuichi horeby certify that the abovo
statzmont wos sworn by tiae Deponent, vho nffixod his signature

~ne sonl thereto in.the urasem... of this witness.

01 the sanme dote

£L the sane »lace

Hitnosos (signoed) . TUJL! Kazuichi (sanl)

COLTH

In' accordance *with ty conscience I swecr to toll tho

wholo truth withholding 'mthing and odding nothins,

OHGOSHI, Kenji (seal)
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