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Foetional Troublas of the 1920's

Pcges 132 end 133

The Chinese Coaxununists, who were asdmitted to membership in the Juomintang on
an equal baesis as a result of a conference of delegates in Canton on Jenuary 20,
192L, had from the first endeavored to exert pressure on the party. The first in-
dication of sericus trouble between the Tuomintan; and Communist faetions was given
early in 1926,

Four young military officers, ell graduates of the ‘Thempoa Academy, organized
a1 enti-gommunist movement. The four men, all destined to become prominent in the
next few months in the militarr drive to the Yangtze Valley, were Li Tsung-jen, Li
Chi-sheng, Chu Peh-teh and "o Ying-chin. General Chiang Ilai-shek, head of the
Central llilitery Acedemy, steered clear of the Xuominteng-Communist controversy,
but his trip to Russis in 1924 caused him to be suspected of pro-Red leanings. 4
record of his sctivities in Russia, however, indicated that he had been cold to
Soviet blandishments. Ae & resull of prassurs by the four young militery officers,
seneral Chiang, on Merah 24, 1926, issued & statement that he would follow the
toschings of Dr. Sun's Three Pr'neiples (cee preceding chapter), and would dis-
continue all connections with the Communist winge

Ganorel Chieng ifei-shek's disinclinstion to side with the Coimunists was due t
two fectors: First, his birth end environment in industrislized, conservative
CHekiang Province snd his assoveiation with the benking end commcrcial glaments f rom
that provinee which dominsted Shenghai business; second, thz advice of a fellow
provincirl, Chenz Chinz-kiasng, an almost mythicel character who had become immensely
weelthy in the silk and curio trede betwezn China and Frence in the lat ter years of
the Ching Dynestye. (lieny of thc rare Chinesa works of art purchased by American
millionaires oame to this country by way of Frante.) Chang Ching-kiang, the curio
dealer, cspoused tho revolutionary czuse end contributed large sums to Dre Sun's
wer chest. Mo marticipeted in the conferences preliminary to the formation of the
Nanking Pravisional Govornment, but rafused to eccept offices Two ycars later he
again helped DOr. Sunm in opopesing Yuan Shih-kei's monarchist plot, end as & result
wea proscribed, zla:r ; with mmmy othors, by the Yuan regime. Chang Ching-kKiang fled
to Paris, where he opencd 4 profiteble curic end art store and slso e popular restau-
rent where Chinese foods, particularly soye-~boan produnts, werc sold. After the
pessing of Yuan Shih-kai, Chang rcturnod to Shenghei, wheore he furthor incrcaeged his
fortunc in the stock end gold-bar exchonzess It wes heroe thet he became escguainted
7ith Chieng Kai=shck, end assisted him finencielly, In 1925 he went to Gonton and
basema £ mombor of the Constitutionsl Govetfnments He accompeniad Goneral Chieng
Kei-shek on tho nilitery advence to tha Yangtze, and aftor the split betwoen the Kuo-
mintong end Communist factions he joinod the Nenking Governments In his later years
his heelth failad, end it beccmo neacessery for him to trovel ghout in & wheel choiry,
but thera wes no impgirment of his opposition to the Coemmunisise
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Hu den-ming, civilicn lecder of the right-wing lvomintang group, tlso opposed
the Communists, but Wang Ching-woi. the othor civilien contendor for tho position
held by the late lecder of the p*v*yc Dr. Sun Yet--scn, sided with tho Reds and in
company with & numbor of the Russian end 4mericcn odvisors of the Centon Government
departed for Hankowo

By tho summor of 19745 =ha Naesioratisw aimy, uader th: eccnmend of Chiang Keoi-
sk, sterted its norihvird cdavanes frum Cuutons A3 a rosult of tho cnti-imperiali
nropugand. inspircd Ly the Commiriat facvion of *a: fuonurtang, foroignors, parti-
cularly miczreomesisn voniding 1n tha interfor of tiie zounsey, wore ser'iously
affont < 7 the Naticnclict Revolution vhich was swoeping northwerd, Mission
nehOCls; churches end rcsidences wore lootod end thousands of missioncries woere
iforczd to flee to Sn: .Jnri, ;

But the most dromatic dovelopnents of tha revolution took place ct Hankow,
Nenkinz cnd Shenghary were the swcaldurinz hebrod and indrizue for power betwaen
thae Kuomintcng cnd the Communists U .ake out in furious iaterzecine conflicte
zonercl Chieny Heai-shek's cnor:ie thet th2 Cormmmisis hed sont scorat emissarics int
the citics for the puw'posc of scizing control prior to the crravel of his troops,
w8 borne out by devolopmants at boath Honkow cnd Shengheci. In both scitics Communis
netivity originally wies diractcd ot the contrel of studont and leobor orgenizationse

Studonts of the Chinecso Nationclist Neveolution vhose sympothies have baon on
the side of thewdiccl or communist foetions hove purposcly ignored thz dcvelop-
monus at Henlkkow which voll the most significant story of thoe feilurs of Chinesc
Coamunists, ond their foroign cdviscra, to cecomplish their ecmbitious plen of seizi
control of tha Nationalist movamont znd estoblishing coumunistic zovarnmaat in Chin
™oy bloma "foreign egpitelist~imporiclist influcnce,? "now militerism® cnd notive
"henker-londlord influence® for thiir laock of sceceess, but while theso clements did
soatribute, there wero other end more fundragntel ccuseas.

Of the oieny ecusas for tho feilwre of thz Red ragine ot "lonkow hot tlho lecst
wes tha cevion of thoe loadors in procching elass wesfiro wnd eutoring to rndicel
studont~lebor grvoups in o Jaciutw gich wos prodomiruntly gesicciiarecl ond whers
thare hed never been any clrpuses, ersuds tha oid-'h..¢1'ﬂ or "l.fcrati" group which
wesy thoorctienlly at locsty, wedh bo ail routics of a%ilizy iho enuld noss the

official 2xaminationss Aftor thi cepturae of the wu-ﬂ;n witias, vhich hod been

accampliahzd lergaly by the milatary strotesy of Genorel Chieng XMoi shakes the loft-
ist Chincse landors and thoir forsign edvisors stanel o viriscble "Hemen holiday! i
celaobrotion of their vizlory ovor “eapitclistie inpacialisme®™ There wes & triol o

twvo "war prisonors' stagod in the Russacn mennor. vhe culprits baing twwo northern
enorels 1o wera ceptured ot Wazhang. "MThouscnds of lcoorsrs employcd in tho mines,
Tactories, ond progossing plonts (Hankow is woiulerls knomn as the Pittsburgh of
China) eceosed work, rnd lcd by redicel cloments spent the drys ond nights in speech-
making, parades, and dcmonstrations. Siiocts were filled with mo rehing students
cnd leborors carrying beuners inscribed with slozons. "Down with Covitalists cond
Jmperielists." “Support the Torld Rovolutione" "Workers of the Torld, Unitc," and
timiler sentimenis. Thousends of young peasecnts f rom Hunan Province, whero an in-
tznsc Red propognnde had beon conducted f or & considerable period, flocked into
"Tenkow to joan tho festivitics,
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Peges 135, 136 cnd 137

The industrics of the Wu-Han arcc were forced to closc down: pruss-pecking
nlonts where notive products werce prepcred fer f oreign morkets; munuafocturing
industries, including cotton epinning wnd wecving wills: ‘rezetablo-oil pressing
plants, hundreds of smcll netive-owned industries, the grcav Man Yen Ding coel and
iron interests (controlled by Jopen), lerge cigeretitc foctorics omed by Britons
and Americcns, the shippinz industry operating largze sca-going steomcrs on the low
Vengtze cnd smellor but more powerful steamers cepcble of negotia®ing tne ropids of
the Upper Yangtze, and an enormous junk trcde opercted by the Chinesc on the great
ccncl systom ond lakes of central Chine. Thouscnds of workers, who hed been spend-

ng their doys celcbrating the revolution by holding pcrecdes e nd demonstrations,
uddenly found thamselves without mcel tickets.

Since the Government hed cctercd to the rodieal clements ond cencourzczed the
strik:s, tho student-labor zroups ncturnlly turncd to it fer support. Tae Govern-
nont thus found itself in ¢ vicicus cirele of its owvn mcking, end head to adopt the
suicidel method of issuinpg floods of poper monny in order to purchase raee for the

nungry multitudes. Priecct for food, particulcrly rice, shot up to prohibitive
1 Uights .

In crder to save th: Sovormmant itsslf from rotcliction by the hungry crowds,
yropegendists sttempted to tven the reveolutionory ssntiment ogoinst the forzigners.
llore parcdos were srganized, with bonners denourcing foreln iTgeriglism, ard the
Aritish Ccrceasion wos over-run. Neo ottampt wes twde to invede the Japenese Con- \
sassion, which was hristling with mochine guns. The pzriich Concession was FUeErce.:
only by & smpll nuvel contingent tnd & locel volunteer cosva cnd police ferce.
Uneblza to cope with thz excited demenstrotors <ho stormed tha bordars cf their
Concesaion, wnnd farrins ¢ debecla, ths British Consul-Genercl. cr Irishicn nemed
rVlfelley, crdared the British populrtion to i%h3rrw to British shigs in the hcrbor
vhich wes wecomplished without incidzat. Pousossed of gorz political scgocity than
ozt of his mompotriots, Consul-Generel O'l'rlley 1.medizcely ent.red into negotie-
tions mith ths rediernl Foreign Minister, Tuienc Chen; and the ourenme was the
senst tiencl Chen-0'lfclley Axraemont wharaby Crart Britoin ogezed to return tho
British Conce=sion ¢t Henkew te Chince The officiul relacse fiom tne Foreign Offic
in Londen stzted thet the octicn "neeccorded -ith Britcin's long-oxisting intonticn
to return her Concessinns to Chinsse control.”

When the Chincse found thamsclves in pousassion of tha British Concessiloen
calier counscls proveilosd, tha excivomont dér.d dovm, cnd the prreders rztucned to
their querters.

Anoth.r cluuaent which hrd ¢ eclaing effert on the situction ct Honkow wes the
seoipt of tlerming reports from Nirhing, som: four hundr2d milus down thd Yangtze,
.totine thet smericen gunbocots hod boen Toreed to fire on o mob »f domonsirators,
including troops, which were ettecking the americen co.mutity, with officicls of
he Americen Consuicte ond thelr fomiliss. Suddenly rowlizing tha s sriousnoss of
the complications in which they hed lbeome involved, Foreagn tinister zu;éne Chen
sant ¢ wirz to the Stote Depertmont disevowing responsibility tor the Nanking out-
rr228 but offoring remunerction for demcges sulfforca by forulgners ot th: hinds of
Chinesz rudical clements,
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Pages 137 and 138

The Chen=0'Mullcy Agreemont providing for the recturn of the British Conccssiol
at Hankow to Chincso control, end the offiecial telegrom from the radicel Chincso
rogime £t Hanko” to thu Stetc Depertment, merked the high point in the strange
ccreer of Eusone Chen, who hed figured prominently in Chinesc politics for ¢ daccd
Born in Trinidad, British Tost Indies, of & Chincsc fether ond ¢ Trinidad womcn,
Chen wes cducrted cs ¢ British barrister in England cnd hcd becn cdmitted to pree-
ticc in Innor Teuple, London, But thc pull of his Chincse blood vwics too strong,
cnd he returned to Chine, soleng with thouscnds of his compctriots f rom the Scven
Szes. to perticipate in the revolution. Meving o fcoir elessical cducation in
English (h7 coild naither rcod nor speck Chincszs), Chen ncturally greviteted into
nowspepor work rnd on ocecsion stirred the sluzgish English communities in the Fer
oest to vhite heat with his ditoricls, filled with classicel quotations from Englisk
literetura. He cdited recdierl popars in Shrnghei cond Peking, and once thon the
Chinasc nutheritias in Pzking rrr=:stad him snd threctened him with cxocution, he
romembarod his British notienelity, through birth in Trinided, cnd cpporled to tha
British Minist.r to srvo his lif»e Sir John Jorden, the rged, kindly, nnd influ-
sntiel British ilinistor, cskod th: Chines> sutheritiss to wlot sc Chen---tho, upon
obteining his liborty, flod to th: scnetucry of th: Intornctioncl Scttlioment ot
Ghenghai. Letor, Chzn stnt to Conton cnd joincd Dre Sun Yet=san's rovoluticnery
Govornment cnd perticipcted in thz northern rdvencs cs e mombor of th: radiecl
fcetion, bocaming Foreign Mnistor of th: “ankow Govarnmert.

There wos cn illumineting ineident in conmnoction with tho British cvccuction
r:t Mrnkow which w.s prophotie of lrtur devulopmints in British Fer Ecstorn diplemac
Yhan the British wer: oveoeunting th2ir netioncls from the Coneassion to th.ir shipe
in tho horbor, the British Indian coumunity: consisting largoly of Sikhs, s ovor-
lookode Aftur tho vhito Britons cors scfuly cboord tho ships somconc thought cbout
th. Sikhs. most of whom hid bzon mployzd ¢s polizcmon or gucrds cnd wetchmen by
the verious foreign rnd Chinese businuess houscs rnd mocnufcceturing cstablishments.
Somz hrd Lecome wor lthy s mondy lenders. Onu of the conoulor officicls wont cshorce
to ruscus the missing Sikhs, who hrd discppotred completely. Whilc roturning to
his ship tho British consuler officicl sinppad to ovssrve ¢ percds which hcd b uon
organizzd by thoe studonts teo cclebrots the tekinzg ov.r of th. Concussien. 41 Tac
end »f th: procession, rlso errrying bonnoers dnouncing foreign impericlists, were
tho missin: Sikhs, They hed "gonc ovort to tho Chincse cnd Co.munist rovolutionist

Tha cetion of tha 1itil. group of British Indicns in joining thu Chinesc rovo-
lutionists wes prophotic of cvzntsa to comae: ovents in 1941-42, when British Indien
troops ¢t Mong Kong, in Mcleye, ¢nd in Burme, rnd th2 Con:ross Ferty in India,
zither rofuscd to support Grant Britein or cdoptad cn cttitude of non=-cooporction
1ith ruespzet to the wer vith Jopon in the For Zcst.

The cequisition of tho British Concession ct Henkow enhenced considercbly the
prastige of thoe rrdiccl broanch of th2 Kuominteng, but this could not be exchenged
for the vharewithal to fiod the hordcs of unomployed lcborers who hcd beon cn-
s~ourczed to strike rnd czitate czainst tho impericlists cnd cepitelists, Jith vd-
rarsity eceme trecchery «fithin the renks of the rodicel feetions. Weng Ching-weli,
ho elrecdy had o ruputetion for trorchery, grew cold towerd the rodicel Chinese
rid Russian elcmentse
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Foges 138, 139 and 140

Mro Tse-=tunz, spokcomin of the redical fievion, attributed the frilure of the
Red reogime ot Honkow to the wockness or trocchery of cnother Chinese lecder, Chen
Tu-hsiu, who allegedly compromiscd on fundcmentel policics concerning lind re-
distribution. Mro was quoted in Tdgrr Snow's "Red Star Over Chinc® &s ciut.rging the
Russicn sdvisor Borodin cond o Britich lrdian redicel named Roy, ¢ delogcte of thc
Comintern, with joint responsibility with Chon Tu-hsiu, the party dictator, .for the
collcpse. Jccording to Mo, Borodin. the officiel roprosentetive of the boscow
Comintorn, hed @rsed boing cn "cdviser® rnd hid beeome ¢ dietotor of the Tuominteang
Pcrtye Chon Tu-hsiu hrd eoncecled tha roel situetion from the peorty lecdersy at
Torndin's cetivitics olleogedly “rero oxposcd by the Indian delegitc Roy. This is
seid to heve crused the defoction of ‘“ong Ching-wei cnd tho split in th . Henkow Lei
7ing Government vhich feeilitcotod the victory of Chicng Ici-shek ¢nd the Nenking
fretion over the Rediecl-Commuaist brenchs

dnothor uncxpeotad cleoment in tha situction wog thet the collepse of tho redic
Henkow Government hed sorious roperceussions in Moscow ¢nd contributed considorchbly
to the collepse of Trotsky cnd ¢ dvocstca of vorld mvolution. Stclin end hia sroup
cuized upon tho fiilure of tho Chine cdventure, -hich hrd coat the Sovicts large
sums of moncy cnd pront offort, to discrcdit Trobsky cnd thu “holo group of
cdvoectes of "permenont werld revelution.® Borodin roturncd by o tortuous overlond
trip $o liogcow in disgreceo cnd buccme editor of tha four-pcge English-lcnzuecgo
. .OSCOW DAILY NEWS,

Sun Fo, son of Dr. Sun Yot=-sen, sho perificipeted in the Hoankow gov.roment, but
letor withirew, rlso confirmod iwco's stotemants, perticularly tho refercned to tho
"dictatorial cttitude of the Russicns.' Chon Xung-po, £n smoricen ruturnad vtudont
cnd. greducte of Columbic Univorsity, New York, who hed speciclized in cconomios cnd
hed served os soerstcry teo Weng Ching-woi, wrotc oserics of crticled (published in
the CHING 7EEKLY RIVISH shortly cfter tho collopsc of tho Honkow Govornment) in
+4ich he enclyzed tho couses of the collcpsa of th: Henkow Rud rogime. He councludo
by cdvoerting o systom of steio cepitcliom (nd str to ovmorship of industrics cs a
moons of surmounting tho eomplicetions thich dvelop when privotely owned industricl
sstrblishmonts suspend operations cnd throtr lrborars beek on th: Government for
support. Cheon argusd thet only through tho dovaolopmont of stite copitalism could
tha Chinase Government hope to cope wwith po oriul forzign intorosts asteblishod 1in
the ecountry, which in times of crisis usw lly cro (blo to mr rshol the Support of th
ler e netive Chinuse industricl rnd benking int.rosts in opposition to sociclistice
xperimantse Chen Kung-po, formirly c politiecl gesocicte of Weng Ching-wal, loter
bacrme hord of the Ji ncnos2 puppet Governament ¢t Nenking, following tha dooth of
fenz Ching-wei in Tokyo in 1944. Chon ung-po ~rs tha only Chinose atudont, sduclt-
1 in tho Unitod Stetes, cho voluntorily joincd the Nenking puppets No Chinssc
tudent of rny Jfroriecn uwnivorsity, to the ~ritor's kmovledza, 2vor joined Sho
Ninase Communiot fretione Thouar nds of Aazriecn rof%urned students or: mambors of
the Kuomintange
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