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ses* "yhem Vice Chief of Staff at the time the Saiman Incident took place...
vas quick in action and notadle in decision. He adopted a strong attitude
vhen the imcidert broke out. HNe at once ordered troops to Shantung for the
second tki:o... Ie that statement true which I have just repeated to you from
that Yoo s

That was under the orders of the Chief of Staff and the TANAKA Cabinet which
decided that troops should be sent to Shantumg®***®."

"Do you recall a speech you delivered about the 4th of August 1931 to Army

Commanders and Commanding Gemrals of Divisions at the VWar Minletry?
Yes. _
Did you say in the course of that speech, "Guard Manchuria, our life linel"?

I do not recall that statement, but the sentiments are correct."”
(File No. 76, Serial 35, Page 2)

w " L G & €«
When did you take command of the Kvantung Army?
Decegber, 1934.
And you remained in command of that army for upwarde of two Iyurﬂ
One year and three months.....
How many troops did you have under your command in Manchuria at that time?

About 60,000, I believe.

You were concurrently \sbessador to Manchukuo vhile Commanding Gemeral of
the Ewantung Army, were you not?

Yes." (File No. 76, Serisl 35, Page 3)

ket authority to take any action he sav fitb
kien incident?

¥o. The Commander im Chief of the Kwantung Army has this privilege and has
had it for over twenty-five years.

Then he could take any war like steps he wanted over there under the prerogative

of supreme command!

¥ithin the Jjuriediction of his owa area he can do practically anything he wishes.
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And 414 you approve of the action he Sook?
Yes." (File ¥o. 76, Serial 18, Page 11)

Genersl, you stated that you were a memder and President of the Greater
Japan Political Association?

Yos.

Now tell me, hov long were you a member of this society? I want the dates?

From 30 March 1944 until 15 August 1945.

Now you said that one of the principal aims of this society was to extend
the Greater Bast Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere?

Essentially that might be termed one of its prineipsl aims...”

@ - “ * &

"How far did you want o extend this Co-Presperity Sphere?! To what geographical

1limite?

Exactly as the Govermment had outlined.

How was thati

Asiatics.

To extend it over all Agial

Yen.

Under that you include India, Burma, the Dutch Indies anml the Fhilippines?

Tes.

You weren's concerned with how the proper sovereigaties felt about India,

Burme, the Dutch Indies, Chima, or the Fhilippines?

Yes. I believed that Asiatics wished to De freed of the yoke of foreign

General, you believed then in Asia for Asiatics.
Yes."” (File No. 76, Serial 15, Pages 7 -~ 9)

WVhile you were Minister of War in 1931 the Japanese Army waged war upon China,
did they not?

Yos." (File No. 76, Serial 15, Page 10)
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"o coneluded our engagements at the Ryoge River im 1931 and subsequent to that

consolidated the territery.c....
Vhat do you mean by coordimating your positiont

(Gemeral MINAMI showed on a map he drew that the south Mamghuria railroad ran
from Harbin to the Chinese dorder and the REyoga River cut the territory of
Manehuria more or less im half,)

At the time I was Var Nimister we were guarding the route of the railway
and did not g0 Rast of this aforementioned river. Nov vhea I vas Uommander
{n Ohief of the Kwvantung Army, the whole of Mamshuria had been occupied and
vas mow Manchukuo. Certaim units of the Army may have cressed over the
Chinese border im skirmishes, but the Army as such never took part in any

e gagenents,
As Ambassador to Mamshukuo, wvhat were your principal duties?

To preserve the independence of Manchuria.

Your Army occupied practically all of Manchukue then, did it net?
Tesn,

And some of your troops went deyond the great walll

Tes." (#11e No. 76, Serial 15, Page 11)

"“What did you have to do with the government of Mamchukuo at that time?

Essentially I advised them on such matters as agriculture, transportation,

' educatioh, ete.

Asd your advice was accepted, I suppesel

Yes.

In fact, your advice in substance was a direction, was it not?
Tou might say so. - Yes." (File No. 76, Serial 15, Page 12)
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-

Q. *¥¥¥ MThen Vice Chief of St~ff ot the time the Sainan Incident took place...
w~s quick in ~ciion ~nd notable in decision. Fe ~dopted a strong attitude
when the incicdent broke out. FEe 2t once ordered troops to Shentung for the

second time... Is that statement true which I hrve just repented to you from
that book?

L. Thot wes under the ordors of the Chief of Staff and the TANAKA Cabinet which
decided that troops si:ould be sent to Shantungikdix

* » 3k K * K ok %k

3+ "Do you recn~ll ~ speoch vou delivered obout the 4th of August 1931 to Army
Commrnders ~nd Commrnding Genersls of Divisions at the War Ministry?

T )

rou sey in the course of that speech, "Guard Menchuria, our life line!!?

. L ©0 not recsll that stntement, but the sentiments are correct."
("ile Yo. 76, Serial 35, Pege 2)

O N N Y

. "¥hen éid you teke commond of the Xwantung Army?

)

A, Docenber, 1924.

Q- «nc you renm-ined in comi~nd of thet ermy for upwerds of two vears?

A, One yenr and thrae months.....

. How meny troops did you have under your commend in Menchurir at that time?

! A, &bout 60,000, I dbelieve.

: 2. TYcu were concurrontly Ambnssador to Manchuluo while Commending Geng
the Nwantuns army, wore rou not?

A, Ypa,M (Tile To. 76, Scrirl 35, Pac

2. "Tou had given Ger

nuthority to ﬂJ{oGhQMthBapw fit

in Mrnchurie just th‘-.?,, F‘llktl"ﬁ: iac‘rﬂenJ‘?

The Commrnder m mﬁ,n 0"' thr‘& Kﬁpll&g ia.rmy h=g this privilege and has 3.
T d .a.t *OF over uw(\’lt" f‘V‘ yOPI'B. : . :

b+ Then he could take sny war liko stope he wanted over there under the pre-
ro;ative of supreme comnand?




|

Doc. To. 1869 Page No. 2

ah %

iy

A,

Within tho jurisdiction of his own arem he cen do prrcticelly enything he
wishes.

+nd did you esporove of the nction he took?
Tra, " (File Wo. 76, Serial 18, Pege 11)

L L 3 ¥ " L o *

Gener=1, you stnted thet you were a member ond President of the Grester
Jepan Political Lsgeocietion?

Yoq,
Jow tell me, how long wore vou 2 member of this society? I want the dates?
“rom 30 Mprch 1944 until 15 fuust 1945,

Mow you srid thnt one of the principal eims of this society was to extend
the Grester Tast Asin Co~Prosperity Sphere?

Eosentinlly thet might bo termed one of its principal aims,.."

e ok ok ke ok e ok ok Kk ok

"Eow far did you vra% to oxtend this Co-Prosperity Sphere? To what geo-
er~phical limits?

Ex~ctly =8 the Covernment hrd outlined.
Zow wag that?

figiatics,

"o extend it ovor nll 4sin?

-
108,

Urder thrt you inclide Indin, Burma, the Dutch Indies and tho Philippines?

r

-na.

‘o weren't concerned with how the proper sovercisnties felt about India,
rr=, the Mutch Indies, Chine, or the Philipnines?

Tea, I believed thet Asistics wished to be freced of the yoke of foreign
domination.

*ennrel, yeu belicved then in Asia for Asintics.

Yog " (Pile Yo. 76, Serisl i5, Pnrges 7 — 9)
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Doc. T'o, 1369 Pege Yo. 3

N

."

“hile vou were Minister of War in 1931 the Jepnnese Army waged war upon
Chine, did they not?

Yes M (Pile Wo. 76, Serial 15, Pege 10)

"Wo concluded our engngements at the Ryoga River in 1931 and subsequent
to that consolidated tho territory.....

hat do you mean by coordinnting your position?

(General MIFAMI showed. on o nep he drew that the south Manchuris reilroad
en from Harbin to the Chinese border =nd the Ryoge River cut the territory
of Manchuria rore or less in half.)

#t the time I was ¥War Ministar we were guarding the route of the railwey
rnd did not zo Brst of this aforementioned river. Now when I was Commender
in Chief of the Kwontuang Army, the whole of Manchuria had been occupled and

was now Manchukuo, Certain units of the Army mey have crossed over the
Chinese border in skirmishes, but the Army as such never took part in any
ongréements.

A8 sambassndor to Manchukuo, what were your principnl duties?

To preserve the independence of Manchurisa,
Tour Army occupied precticelly all of Menchukuo then, did it not?
Yes,
And some of your troops wont beyond the groeat well?
Yes, " (Tile No. 76, Seriel 15, Page 11)
"B EEEREERRE:
"What did you hrve to do with the government of Menchukuo at that time?

Essentinlly I ndvised thom on such metters as acriculture, transporteotion,
cduention, ete.

--nd your advice was accepted, I suppose?
Yes.
In fect, your advice in subetance was 2 diyection, was 1t not?

You might say so. — Yes." (File No. 75, Serial 15, Page 12)




