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Division of Origin: Manpower, Food & Civilian Supnlies.
oubject: Adequacy of Medical Supplies and Services.
Personnel interrogated and hackgrennd o€ each:

Dr. Tsuneo .ULAMATSU, Assistant Director Matsuzawa
Peychonathic Hospital.

+here interviewed: His :iiome.
Interroga*or: Lt. Comdr. SPINKS.
Interpreter : None.

| Allied Officers Present: Lt. Harold FASSBiRG.

SLmmary
There was a general shortage of all medical supnlies
which became serious toward the end of the war. The shortage of

physiciane, however, was not so noticea™le.,
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An interview with Dr. “suneco MURAMATSU, Assis®ant Director
of the MATSUZAwWA Fsychopatic Hospital, was held to elicit in-
formation of a general character on the sup»rly of medical services
and pharmaceutlcals avallable to *he Japanescduring the war.
while no statistical information could be obtainigd, 4° 18 thought
that the following observations made by Dr. MURAMATSU are of
interest and value to those concerned with this field.

As was expccted, Dr, MULAMATSU confirmed the impression that
1 shortage of medical supnlies was experienced by ‘he medical
nrofession during “he war years. 'The situation assumed alarming
proportions toward *he end of 1943, and the government took
cognizance of the imnending critical shortage by settine up an
advisory committee, to which Dr, WMURAMATSU was invited to join,
for the purpose of standardizine the many tyres of medicine ap-
pearing on the market., Many of these medicines, according to
Dr., MURAMATOSU, were sufficiently identical as to be utilized for
the same specilfic purpose. No headway along these lines was
made, however, and the chortage continued to grow more acute. To
aggravate the situa'ion, the civilian population flocked to *he
drugstores, purchasing the few sup lics avallalle, which soon
denleted he s'ocks,

Without attempting to list them in order of their importance,
Dr. MURAMATOU listed the following items as Lelnz extremely
difficult to obtain: bandases, alcohol, plasters, 01lsy Anti-
septlcs, anasthetics, serums, drugs, vaccincs--in fact, every item
he coula thi-k of. T-w0se medicinals such as boric acid and others
which must be imported were all but impossible to procure.

An ill-conceived and wholly inadequate system of estatrlishing
stockplles of *“he important medical items throughout Japan was
Instituted. With the onset of the air attacks, however, the plan
nroke down, and the situation reached very serious nroportions.

A near epildemic of Poratyphoid A *roke out which conld ave been
1f not wholly prevented, at least in part abated. Fortunately
for the Japuanese, the lack of *he requisite serums was somewhat
compensated for *“he mildness of the disease. Nevertheless, the
nomber of man-hours of work loct must have reached oonsiderahle

pronortions., In varying degrees Typhoid and Dysentery as well as
Scotted Fever (German: Fleckfieber) appecared wldespread. To make

ma ers worse, mnsauitoes and other disease-h-aring insects could
not. be eliminated becaunse of the lack of insecticides.

In addition *to the shortage of médical supplies, many, 1f
nott most, of the Histological laroratories ceased functioning,
resulting in the ina*ility to get tissues stained and dyed, a
serious defection in analytical work. Dr. LWURALATSU further
emphasized the effect of malnutrition on the pepularion by ¢clting
the fact that ont of a total of one thousand natients in his
hispital suffering from malnutrition one third succumbed either
directly to ii or their resistance was so lowered that they fell
easy orey to other ailments. The nresent cloric value of the
average dally diet was estimated to bhe 1200 calories as agailnst
2,400, which is considered adequate.

The shortage of doctors, on “he other hand, was not nearly as
serlous as had keen anticinated., Of the estimated 100,000
physicians in Japan (including those in the armed forces) 40 to 50
percent were serving the civilian nopulation: a ratio of one to
twelve hundred. Had the medical services of all the doc‘ors been
avallatle, there would have been one physician for every 600 per-
sons, a ratio which “he Japanese officials considered as too great.
hen viewed, thus, in the light of the prevalling Japanese standards,
the shortage of physicians, if indeed shortage it be, was not serious,

By way of statistical s'mmation, Dr. MURAMATSU concluded that
of the total production of medical supvlies at the beginning oI
1944, about 60% was allocated to the armed forces, the remaining
40% belng availahle to civilians,
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