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“Fact”, physically speaking, is the ultimate residue after human purposes, desires, emotions, ideas and
ideals have been systematically excluded. A social “fact,” on the other hand; is a concretion in external form
of precisely these human factors,

An occurrence is a physical fact only when its constituents and their relations remain the same, irres-
pective of the human attitude toward them. A species of mosquitoes is the carrier of the germs of malaria,

whether we like or dislike malaria. Drainage and oil-spraying to destroy mosquitoes is a social fact becaese



their use depends upon human purpose and desire. A steam locomotive or a dynamo is a physical fact in
its structure; it is a social fact when its existence depends upon the desire for rapid and cheap transporta—
tion and communication. The machine itself may be understood physically without reference to human aim
and motive. But the railway or public-utility system cannot be understood without reference to human pur-
poses and human consequences.

@ - “Social science and social control” ¥ m The New Republic Vol. LXVII No. 869 P. 276
Wagemann, E. : Struktur und Rhythmus der Weltwirtschaft 1931, Berlin, S. 170.
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