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““The representatives of the
United States are amever put to
the embarrassment of choosing
a way of expediency because
they have laid down for them
the unalterable lines of prin-
ciple.”— Woodrow Wilson
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On Eclive Service, France, February 1, 1919

THE LEADER OF
“A” FLIGHT

Nifty Bag of Huns Described
By One of Many Americans
With R. A. F.

Contest Story No. T

Ten miles from the line Capt. Leitch,
the C. 0. of “A” Flight, gave his un-
divided atiention to the skies. One

quarter in particular—Llo the northeast,

ainong white feather clouds at fourteen
thousand—he examired with minute
care. He discovered nothing whatever;
but out of the east and on his level pres-
ently appeared a solitary Bristol coming

toward him. No doubt he was on a

lone reconnaissance—but what was his

harry?

“A"” Flight crossed the line at eight
thousand and now there appeared a
eingle wild burst of black ‘‘Archie’
smoke o one side. No more followed.
‘““Ha! what have we here?” he thought,
and at once iurned to the sky ahead

and above. Afler a few momentis hel

made out a struggling cluster of seven
dote, jvst under the haze and almost a

part of it. They were going southeast

and were six thousand feet higher and
accounted for the retreat of the Brislol.
At the same time Ealton, depuly leader,
wageled his wings vigorously and
Leitch silently commended him as he
signaled ‘“Huns” for the benefit of tLe
flight.
Leader Studies Situnation

The leadarof ““A” Flightturned round
in his seat and stadied the situation.
“B” Flight, five Camels, led by White,
were a quarter of a mile behind and
two thousand feet higher, traveling due

east. John Hancock, leading *-C” Flight, |.

also five Camels, was four thousand feet
above, to the left and going north. The
twe flights of SE-5s, being no longer
visible, had evidently climbed above
the cloud eeiling—a favorite patrol of
Nelson's. Except for a few lonely ar-
tillerv busses, there were no other in-
habitants of the sky.

Recognizes Black Dots as “Archie”

The Bristol banked round and started
east again as the Camels approached,
and suddenly the Fokkers high above
also came around and started back.
Had they then seen the SE-5s? The ex-
planation did not entirely satisfy. Again
Leitch s=arched the sky,and now,awav
on the distant northern horizon became
perceptible a number of slowly moving
black dots. Five—seven—lwelve—fif-
teen he wade out. And as he counted
there appeared smaller stationary dots
which he recognized as black ““Archie”.
The strangers were headed south and
coming from Hunland. Were they
Huns? and if so why had the Fokkers
turned back? Was it the old trick?
Hasty reconnaissance revealed no other
formations in the sky. Captain Leitch
now swung his forces north. Three
minutes later he recognized the fore-
most of the cncoming planes as D.H.-4s.
Reassured, he turned northeast under
their line of flight, and now he ccunted
fifteen 4s, escorted by two flights of
Bentley Camels—twenty-five in all. The
seven Fokkers had turned north, but
kept well east of the approaching
bombing formation.

Leitch Forces Withdraw

Leitch led “A” Flight under the raid-
ing party, dodged a various salute from
“Archie” and faced a mew situation.
On the trail of the bombers and higher
appeared five planes and they were
headed straight for the path of the
Fokkers. The Captain looked the sky
over, could not find the SE-3s, and re-
membered his old motto: “In case of
doubt dor’t be too offensive.” He half-
rolled ard retreated west, noting with
satisfaction the excellent form display-
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You, President Wilson {| RECORDBROKEN

N

ISR B R N iRAE Lieut. T. N. Joyce Loops 300

Times Consecutively in
66 Minutes

[Editor's Nole:— Whiltwewere the first 10 publish
the news of the new Ioop_record set by Lieut. Joyce,
the feat happened so Shotlly before we wen! 1o f'ress
th.ztks_face did not permibour doing justice to it last
WCER.

It was Lieut. T N. Joyce who broke
~. |the spell that has encompassed the
center since the armistice was signed.

Lieut. Joyce, our fester of acrobatic

fame, took a Morane monoplane equip-
ped with a 120-h. p.J.B. LeRhone motor
and looped three hundred consecutive
times, maintaining an average altitude
of 2000 teet, circling over the main field
10 constant sight of the onlookers dur-
ing the entire time.
H This 1s but a high water mark of a
Lcareer 1n the air at this field. HisTlying
is ‘@ by-word—his mastery of an air-
plane of any deseription exciies praise
even from the barracks flyers. Only
those who have been at an advanced
flying school can appreciale what this
means, where {he most spectacular
feats become but commonplace.

January 24th was the day Lieut. Joyce
made history here. He leit the ground
in his Morane at 1:513/4 p. m. and
chmbed until his altimeter registered
2000 feet, then preceeded to imitate a

o~

cart wheel. He iecuh-d loop afterloop

with a curicus! cetul ease until one
became sympathetically dizzy just izom
counling. Il waSiynteresling to note
how the tension of the small crowd
tightened npoliceably when the total
kept climbing steadily. 1t was really
one of the finest exhibitions of air mas-
tery ever seen at this field. After the
score passed the 200 mark one became
almost incredulous of their own obser-
vation and expecled each succeeding
one to be the Jast, yet it was not until
the 300th loop that the unceasing cir-
cular sweep was stopped and the ma-
Ichine glided to the ground, making a
perfect landing within 100 feet of the
starling point. The only fatigue felt
was caused by kicking the rudder con-
| stantly to overcome the torque of the
moter. The plane was undamaged,
with the sole exception that the engine
bolts had been loosened. The totaltime
the plane had beenin the air was one
hour and six minutes, and the only rea-
son the exhibition stopped when it did
was exhaustion of the gaseline supply.

Previous Loop Record
The nearest records made previously
at this center were all well under 200
and then the loops were not consecu-

% tively. From whabwe understand here
the U. S. record was 151, made recently

| in a preliminary training plane by start.
\F ing at an altitude of 8000 fget andyﬁsn:ilsrl:-

ing at 1000 feet. The marvelousness of
Lieut. Joyce's featis emphasized when

The commander'in"Chief Of Our Army and Navy one considers the short length of time

necessary for the 3loops and the type

it is regretted that during these days when the
eyes of the world are fixed upon our President that
there should be some of his compatriots so inspired
by their own political ambitions that they should
attack and attempt to misrepresent the ideals of Mr.
Wilson. The most regrettable features of these flam-
bastic criticisms is that they find their way to France,
and thus misrepresent to the French the attitude of
tke American nation.

We have particular reference to the articles which
|appear in the Echo de Paris under the signature of
Welliver. These write-ups cabled from New York
give to the average Frenchman, ignorant of cur politi-
cal situation, the impression that the American people
as a whole are opposed to our President’s policy, and
that Senator Lodge and various adherents of the
Republican party are the true supporters of France in

(SO TINUED ON PAGE 4 ) | America. Itisonlynatural that the Frenchman should

knowing how disgusting it all is to the service. | for confirmation g

of plane used, Whieh required the cop.

adhere to that party whose sentiments he believes to |stant concentration of the pilot, for one

be the most Francophile. As soon as the French|%ho has handled &Morane monoplane

: . : iates that 1t :
believe that the American people are not backing S 48 to be flown right
: AL . : ;- V4Hhe wing. The

ened by this propoganda. It is sincerely believed that | time lost by Lieutg . =22
Wing to warm the

interpret the ideals for which we have fought. il
P b ¢ g It took 24 1/4 minulgs to make the first

put his peace terms into concrete articles. to exactly 20 for thef
*of his skillful map-

but after seeing what the effect of such persistent, |of the field in spile
insidious propoganda, through which we ourselves|calculation of théigpis being ahmost

affidavits of three fig

re et ; : through every time, owi :
Wilson it is not long before their own loyalty is weak- | dency to slip off on } e 10.4u: fen-
. o= =8yce was about five
Woodrow Wilson has from the beginning sought to |minutes straight:
= motor and obtain lig desireqd altitude.
upholders o.f his 1deals, let us resent any slanderous| g 100ps, while f§e second hundred
attacks against the one man who had the courage to|but201/2 minutes, ich was shorteng d
: : = . il'g, the average
lloving our genere, polcy of relrining from e el i e
p JECLS such as LRese, | 4., vering to keep € machine in view
Of the wind, his
could see, might have upon our French friends, whose unc;.;nny. “dof then
credulence we know so well, we step to the defense TReru ught, confirmed by
-Keepers, has been

..-_f of Air Service
i official record.

of our Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy|forwarded to the {
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“a1] For One Aim—One Aim For All”
HOW ABOUT A GOLD CHEVRON PIN?

ternalism of the uniform means.
hen you are demobolized

v 4

WE ALL appreciate what the fra :

Have you realized what you will miss w 8 ] :
and you change your garb fer civilian c.lothes'.’ Some of you will be
overwheuned by the Jonesomeness of it all. In (_)rder to perpetuate
the fraternal spirit and comradeship of“t.he.soldler'.s over here why
don’t we adopt an easily identified pin which 1S S0 typical of the A.E.F?
The gold service chevrons, symbolizing the service over here, woul.d b_e
the ideal insignia to adopt. One, two, or more gold chevrons indi-

cating length of Overseas service, on a neat black enamelled back-|

ground, with a gold border could he#nade 1nio a neat pin and worn in
the lapel of one’s coat. As a means of identifying an ex-A. E. F. man
it would be ideal. We all appreciate the companionship of Comrades

in Arms. One never hesitates to speak to a fellow soldier inO.D. and | -

many a lonesome journey has been brightened by the acquaintainship
of another casual traveller in uniform, which is in sueh striking con-
trast to one’s experience in civil life, where a day’s journey sometimes
is never broken by the good fellowship of another traveller. Iis scope
would be still broader. It would demand recognition immediately for
an ex-soldier as soon as applying for a position. It would be assurance
to the employer also that he would be making no mistake in selecting

GIVE US A CHANCE!

il

T S

the applicant.  Neighbors would bc?lade more neighborly, which i
a rarily in the big towns, and there Would be many other advantage
which it is needless to outline here.

This is only a suggestion.
The sooner that it is done, the better. The next few months mean
lot to the boys who have been doing their bit.

don their ‘““civvies.”

We do not merely make this as a tame suggestion bul trust it will
be agitated widely and trust that our good neighbor The Stars and
Stripes will boest the game along and that the Press in the U. S. will

give it publicity also.

We have talked about our Issoudunite League, our Skull and

Cross Bones insignia for the 3rd A. I. C. but what 1s wanted is some

thing with even a greater scope and have a more national appeal.
— :
GIVE US A CHANCE—THAT'S ALL WE ASK!

”~

HE PLANE NEWS is not taking a stand fer or against prohibition

We have always con-
tended, however, that when war was declared it was a notice for
Congress to confine ils efforts to business pertaining to Army activities

—we wish that to be distinctly understood.

and that other matters be pigeon-holed until the soldiers return.,

Every member of the A. E.I'.,1s interested in prohibition—one way
or the other—and as it concerns his personal welfare, we believe -that

he has a constitutional right to be heard on the subject.

[t is not desired to flaunt before the folks back home anything in
regard io debt-of gratitute due the boys in France, but they should
stand up as one person and see that they get a fair shake on any sub-

ject in which they are interested.

Why is it sopecessary toput Prohibition before the people at a time
when hundreds of thousands of those interested are away from home?
We do not believe that the question has become so critical that it

should be dispesed of with ali possible speed.
>

e
AT LAST

T LAST it amived. No, noi our travel orders for home.

y

thing, howeye

adventure it reminded them of home—it was so different.

issoudun last y& when King Snow was a constant visitor.

vivid and indeliffe impression of struggling over ice-clad moto

There is no doubt that it will be done.

They are heroes for a
day. Aslong as they wear their uniforms they oblain some recognition
but their identity and connection with the A. E. F. is soon lost as they

ome-
r, which brightens up everything in a ﬁgurativése.
That is the ratheptardy fall of snow which mantled the landscape in its
white drapery. ¥o each and every one it brought its story. The flakes
that fell broughfivith them the association of ideas that meant a lot.
To those boys figm the ranges of Texas who embarked for the great
But to the
great majority fthe pioneers of the field it had a greater significance.
It brought backfie memories of a bitter winter spent on the plains of
It ;= a
page in the histghy of each of our lives which we willnever forget. "'he

rs, Or

S
S
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By Sam Ham
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FHow the Spads Did It

they waited for the leaders. And then
one Spad with a blue diamond on the
top of its fuselage flew beneath them
and began circling to the right and rock-
ing from side to side. The leader was
immediately recognized and the flight

tion which is used over }he front. Eleven

Lieut. Gaynor Armsirong led the high
flight and with him were Lieutenants
Stovall, Guthrie, Harrington and Billard.
Captain Biddle the Squadron Comman-
der, led the lwer formation of six
planes. Among the pilots following
were Lieutenants Brewer, Elliot, Burgen

and Major Spatz who was flying wil
the 13th at the time,

Above a few hundred meters the air
was clear, brightening blue as the sun
rose and smooth as a Jake in the even-
ing. The most blase pilot could not re-

sist its appeal. And as the patrol flew
Northward between the mist fllled val-

leys of the Aisne and the Meuse, the land
lay out charmingly in forest green and
village gray, all joined by winding shin-
ing strands which wereroads. Climbing
steadily the eleven planes drew near the
lines, travelling along the Eastern edge
of the forest of Argonne. Along the
front the ground mist which filled th

river valleys had spread until it lay be-
low as a soft white mantle. There the
peace of the soundless skvand the quiet
of the picturesque panorama ended.
Along the whole line the guns were tear-
ing the enveloping mist apart in great
brick red gashes of fire and black clots

digging frozen @fches can never be erased, and it 1s incidents sugycgygf smoke, and occasionally a r%1g of

these which fresien the memory.
When we clisider what has

gone in the past when we combatted

smoke swelled from the muzzle of some
big fellow and drifted laziiy upward.

- - : . ; : Th trol i :
against the elefipts in a climate which included the most penetrating Gran?igsergngrgizids éﬂe ::lebligg;fﬂ J’ﬂf'
kind of cold wéglher we can appreciate how fortunate we have been this | palls appeared off to the left ancd t[l)len

winter with comifrativelymild weather and improved housing facilities.
B-r-r-r it mak§ < shivver to think of those bitter nights robed in
pajamas de ted@ hoar.and those reveilles we have attended that would
Ui, It was the finest sort of training for a cam-
d never did those paradoxical words

knock an 0 cold.

paign in Russigy, Siberia, an

uSunny F : 1’ ,.~_.-.' more bitter.

in fronl and then trailing behind—
archies, but poor shooting.

The dromes of the Fokkers were
known to be located in the vicinity of
Conflans, to the east, and the Huns were
expected to approach from that djrec-

tion. One good look over the seetor !

began to form quickly into the V forma- |

An Incident of the front in which our former C. 0., Kajor Spatz figured

Shortly there were two clusters of was enough to determine that our fel-
Spads up there making left circles as lows were first on the field, or over the

i

I

.

cular course.

from the east.
been seen.

metres of allitude, a formation of seven
below. It was a beautiful shame. Capt.

tune instant he swung the patrol around
into posilion between the sun and the
enemy and dived for ihe rear of the
Fokker formation.

syrprise from another group of Huns.
The Fokkers did not break formation

sireams of tracer bullets. They were
evidently surprised and had not even
time to form their “milling” circle, a
favorite manoeuver when attacked from

. field, so the patrolled off from Grandpre
heading Into Germany in a semi-cir-
It was an excellent man-
oeuver, intended to cut off from the
the rear any Hun planes which flew in
Thus far nothing had

As the two flighls cros-ed the Meuse
Spads headed for the ligesin that patrol. {about over Brieulles, with some 5000

or eight Fokkers was sighted, traveling
eastward and about a thousand meters

Biddle led on for a bit as though the
Huns were unobserved. At the oppor-

The lower flights
followed on his back. The high flight

patrolled on above to protect.against

until the Spads began to spit their

above. They broke up all over the
sky. Three went down in the first few
seconds. | ‘
The fight then resolved itseli into
three levels. Above were the five Spads
who were protecting. They did not
get intb action at-all, but patrolled
above to guard against a Hun surprise.
Fokker formations, one above the other,
were the usual thing. The second level
was one of Spads standing on their
noses, to drop on an enemy, fire a burst
and pull up again. Below were the
twisting squirming Fokkers—and what
can squirm better? Maneeuvering and
Hcircling arcund and turning and hang-
ing on their props to get a shot at one
of our men. They could not dive be-
cause Spads out-dove Fokkers; they
could not run because the Spads could
calch them; they could not climb be-
cause the Spads were over them. They
spread out farther and farther apart
and worked deeper into their ines.

It bpcame bad strategy to follow what
remained of the Fokkers any further in.
| It seemed that other Fokkers had drift-

ed into the melee as it spread apart.
B?r this time the Spad’s twophours wporth
0i gas was nearly spent and our men
began to re-group and return and strike
out for home. It was later learned that
eight Fokkers had been knocked down .

four going into flames when they hit
the ground. :

ﬁ
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Guaranty Trust Company of New York

Paris: 1 & 3 Rue des Ttaliens
Tours Agency: 7 Rue Etienne Paliu

UNITED STATES DEPOSITARY OF PUBLIC MONEYS

Places its banking

facilities
and Men of the

. Staies by draft or cable.

Capital and Surplus
Resources more than -

at the disposal of the officers

American Expeditionary Forces

Spg.cial. facilities afforded officers with accounts with this
inst:tution to negotiate their personal checks an

in France. Money transferred to all parts of the United

ywhere

$50,000,000
- £700,000,000

AN AMERICAN BANK WITH AMERICAN METHODS
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VERSE AND NEAR VER
Baitles We Have Fought

They say a man is a hero bold when he sails across the sea—

When he puts on the O. D. of Uncle Sam o fight for Liberty.

They say this war was a very tough war—and a very lough war is righi;
But belween us friends a lot depends on the place we had to fight. -

We fought the baitle of St. Nazaire; we fought in the balile of Tours.
We fought in the ballle of Chaleauroux, and the baitle of Gondrecourt.
We helped at dear St. Jean-de-Monl, and Colombey-les-Belles;

But the things that happened at Gay Parge are things we never tell.

We'll all go home wilh our service slripes and we’ll hold our lefl arms up.
We'lt talk of the toll of the terrible war and missles of death from Krupp.
We'll spill our store of blood and gore 'round the_souvenirs we’ve boughlt;
But they'll soon gel wi;e and wink their eyes, and ask jus! where we fought.

So in years to come when we sit at home with a grandson on each knee,
And they ask for a yarn of the famous war we fought for Democracy,
We may spin along lo our hearls’ conleni of our litile part in the game;
Bul remember, the lads may look al a map, and pul a crimp in our fame.

THE EYES OF THE CLOUDS ")

By Lieut. John H. Small, A. S.

I sailed away lo-day
On a new.ship of man
Along the vassal way
Gf heaven :

And forthwith I forgot there was an earth
-Of tittle men and broken Erotherhood,
Forgot the jealousies and ravag-d hearth
Of man, the endless sacrifice in blood.

I sailed away to-day and left behind

The trayail of mankind.

Out of the realm of lime and measurement,
-Above the cabined walls of each day's span,

Into the blue of God’s own firmameinl---

I sailed away upon tkis ship of man.

And soox there strelched below from side fo side
A loiling and conlented land of peace;

Greal ships of commerce idling in the lide,
Low-burdened with their cargoes from the East.
A busy cily, like a fawn drinking,

Its forelegs spread aslanl inlo the bay ;

Twin shimmering lines:of freighted sieel linking
Far inland maris of plenty lo the quay.

Squat factories, brick-red or by gone while,

~ Take on a phantom shape as everywhere
Belched smoke spreads like a gossamer of night,
A velvet dome which life and fancy share.

In @ny squares of light a rainbow lay,

Each hue a home and prism of each life's role,
As if the sun had learned lo play -

In raresi chorus of light upon the soul.

I sailea away to-day om surest wings

Above the sphere bflhings.

Now open iand, where pastures green wilh spring
Wear robes of purest silk and differ each
Frem-each by basest shade of coloring.

Arnd, there, a brook 50 near that one might reach
Its depths and pluck the opalescent pearls.

The sun has lost beneaih each limpid ray.

And ever mounting high'r "l there un furls

All nature’s wealth once more reborn in May.

The morning's sun provoked by flakes of while
That crouch benzath the blue and idly érood,

Has weaved inlo a plaid of blended light

The cubist’s heaven of fields and deeper wood..

A touch of black against the flatler sod

Where man and beasi bend to their furrowed lotl,
And with rare conlent ever forward plod

That they might leave behind a richer soil.

The charm of space has softened, levelled all

Into a plain unbroken; and each tree

Buds like a rose beyond some garden wall

'Till all the world’s atloom exquisilely

The clouds perceive the land through happy eyes,
As we are wont to film the past wilh years;

No earthly sordidness can iaint the skies,

Yet aughtof good below but each slar hears.

I sailed away to-day and found in heaven

Why God so ioves the world and men.

“F-LYING”

F is for these foolish barracks flyers,

L means only beaucoup lies and loops,

Y is for the ““yaps” nearing these liars,

Iis hero “I"” whose motor “poops”,

N is tor the ““nuts” now stovepipe spir’-

ling,

G isfor their ground, the barracks floor:
Put them all together they spell

F-L-Y-I-N-G; F—LYING in the Barracks

Flying Corps.

Oh, fly away boys, up in the sky,

When the prop turns the boys will fly,

When the motor poops the boys will fall,

Down will come plane, wings, rudder
and all.

&
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Cing Jolie Avros

Cing jolie Avros lrying lo acrobal
One hung on ils essence point and then there were
quaire.
Qualre jolie Avros---Cadet hollered, “Ah!”

Landed thirty feet feet too Wigh, and then ihere
fross %

y : ccTT n.
Trois jolie Avros---Monitor said “Ugh!
| «You lake her up alone,” and then there were deux
Une jolie Avro, sa’ling loward the sun,

It forgol to come down, and there was, pas I'Avres
el pas le Cadets.

It started when we debarlked at Bresi, ahd slept in lenls in the mud.

And then we ailacked old St. Maixent, where cognac flowed like blood.
We loved the siege of Issondun, though we*‘crashed” every once in a while.
But fighting the ballle of Gay Paree made us face the end with a smile.

Most of us made a raid on Nice, and a few of us got to Rome; .
And every one had a ’demoiselle that he'd promised he’d take back home.
We dodged M. P.s al Lyons, end again al Biarritz,

But the mosl strategic thing we did was o get off at Auslerhiz.

Wh“Y” Movies -
Did the Hero, really put that guy to rout?
Did he kiss away his Sweetheart’s pretty pout?
Did the Villain surely die?
In those Movies at the «“Y.”
g I'll bite— :
‘Cause right then, they always bust, or else go out.

The gang has gone and left me

An’ I'm as lonesome as can be

For I miss their Barracks flying
And their'Beaucoupe kinds of lying.

THE CRY DE GUERRE

L e

By Sam Ham
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S-0O-=L.
S _ By CLIFFORD B.CRESCENT -
EEEERERREE EERE e erEEeeER
If high your hopes on coming here
Of building up an air career, "
An Ace to be among the first
Of those who German bubbles bursi,
And then you're set to slanding guard,
And K-P, pick and shovel!—Hard?
You bet il is! Bul, kid, I yell
You're S-0O-L!
If, when you're in a swell cafe
In some dark street quile off the way,
And corks come _i‘poP”

Withoul a stop, '
And you fill ’er m brim and slay
To marke a bright remark. And when

You lift your glass to drink again,
You look across the room and frown,
For there, before you drink ’er down,
You see an M. P’s. badge and—well,
Youre S-0O-L! '

If, on the sireets of “Gay Paree,”
A tender-scenied maid you see,

And wink gour eye

In manner sly,
And saunier to her guardediy,
And just when you're about to iake
Her arm and Love’s sweel silence break,

A “Looey” comes along and—rell;
You're S-O-L!

NURSERY RHYMES UP-T0-DATE

Cadet Sprall always banked flat

And never used his “bean”

Flew the nose, where the tail should be
And landed in field=*“Thirieen.”

Scary, scary, Cadet wary,

How does your Avre fly?

““Left wing low, and moior siom

A prayer holds it inthe sky.”

Jinglg, Jznglc hlﬂc“ u

At field-service youre a “siqr”

As you ramble evergwher,

Helping planes backin the qir. :

THE SONG OF THE PILOT

=EWitk apologies to Rudyard Kiphng)
By FIRST LIEUT. C. C. (Sawdust) LOTH

I've taken my hops where I found them,
I've zoomed and I've looped in my time;
I've had my picking of airships
And most of the lot were fine;
One were a flimsy Sopwith,
One were a “Mono-Gnome,”
One were a Spad, the best I e’er had,
And one were a D.H. from home.
Now I aren’'t no expert with busses,
But taken’ them along
You never can say till you've tried them,
And then you are like’ to be wrong.
There’s planes as will flylike the eagles,
And them as wont fly like the rest;
And what you will know from the fast and the
slow '
Will help you a heap with the rest.

When I was a young bird at Tours,
Shy as a girl to begin,
Old Mother Caudron, she made me,
Tho' she were as clumsy as sin,
Old as the fields she flew in;
More like a buggy she were;
Showed me the “why” and the way I should fly.
And I learned about busses from her.

Then I were transferred to “Issdun”,

. Finished my training there;

Got me a tidy new Nieuport,
Spent my time traveling by air.

She were speedy an’ tidy an’ faithful—
A bird in a disguise she were;

But the treacherous thing slipped off on a wing |
And I learned about airships from her.

Then I were sent 1nto battle
Or I might have been flyin' her now;
Was given a shiny new Spad crate,
A speedy and sturdy old scow;
Taught the Hun pilots to fear us,
A regular demon she were,
But she ditched me one night, tho’ I handled
her right,
And I learned about airships from her.

Then I came home on a trooper
And brought me an eighty-fifteen,

Sold at the war-end by the Army,
A peach of a little machine.

Flyin' too much were her trouble;

~ She didn't know what the ground were,

So finally she went and I felt my life spent,
But I learned about airships from her. ~ -

I've taken myv hops where I found them,
And now I must pay for the same,

For the more that you learned of the one sport
The surer vou'll die in the game,

And finally crushed, spent and broken,
A terrible sight I wall be;

So be warned by my lot, tho’ I know you will There was a guy white band
not, ' Who thought thal he was pis, -
And learn about airships from me. He'd help, just once, ai ke Croix Rouge
Some folks would every evening dance And they'd make him, cq) es and pies.

Others rather would stay in France. But when they lc This Iy
Whate'er their wish, whate’er their aim They mace him keepdhe ngﬁng K. P.
It all depends upon the dame. He washed and wiped for five straigh

weeks

And they ”“‘d‘ h 'ﬁ 1 '{4__.1fnfap ace.”
The‘l : = | -

Truck

YOU have felt the joy akin to fear

As you open her up and start to clear

Ané'(;'ou hear the motor roar in your ear
There is just one moment when you plainly see

Just what the consequence may be Out and into the Magi, Truck

If you nose her up justq bit too far The earl hbound I uc.

Comes a beastly crash and a sickening jar s i ers glide

A futile arm goes up to defend Over the mounlaingan inio 15, ales

And a busted face may be the end. On the warm Sou ind they ride
Sing a song of flying On the Wings Ot Morning S,
Four and twenty keydets - Around the wo “Clhey f1y .
Wanting to fly - = And lwo - ®four abreast
This made the monitors peeved | The world ¢ " Olsigh,
So they did not try - For theirs 15 1€ Sengi) of s
When the planes came dgwn to land| The warr ¥ owing sun
Biff —bang—bing. | Theirs 18 1 Freedom
(Now isn't that a dainty joke - 7| ~And der Ka

To play upon the Field Service.)
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DUM TO
JME OF THIRD
ALC.DEPARTMENTS

Limited Amgunt of Space Prevented

g 0f the Following in
ast Week’s Issue
erial Gunnery Department
_ Roahz_mg_ e importance of gunnery
instruction, kis instruction has been
strongly emphasized in the work here.
Beforea_ student actually began flying
insiruction, he was given a very thor-
ough class FOOm course in synchroni-
zmltmn,hnomez:jature and defleclion,
any hours being spent by a student
under the guidance of competent in-
structors. T "__ as followed byintensive
ground work with stoppages and jams,

Then students proceeded to the work
on the ranges, shoolting at silhoueltes
and moving %gets. Interspearsed with
thisinstructionwas given a great amount
of pistol, small arms and shot gun
practice, .

As the student progressed from ficld
to field, this praciice was continued, and
al the advanced fields work was given
on rocking necelles,simulating machine
gun fire {rom the air. At the combat
ﬁ‘%]d, intensive *raining has been given
Wl!.h camera gun, the student'saccuracy
being checked by photc targels devel-
oped from cameras used by them.

By the time a student reached the
final stage, he was competent to shoot
synchronized machine guns from the
planes, and the pecords of accuracy at
the field of fire are testimony to the
Fhorohghness oftheaerial gunnery train-
Ing given at this center.

Headguarters Detachment

Headquarters Detachment is an insti-
tution which started in the early days
of the camp to handle cadets, and as fly-.
ing oilicers arrived, they were gradually
absorbed in this Department.

The housing and feeding of the flying
officers devolved upon this department,
so Lhat it literally became a hotel for
flying officers. Upon-this department
resis the responsibilily of handling all
student personnel immediately upon

their arrival and as they progress from
field lo field. :

An accurate check on all students
from the time of their arrival to their
departure is kept and the problem of
handling an ever changing current of
personnel of an average of 1000 flying
officers 1s a task which requires an
elficient organization.

It is considered one of the most diffi-
cult tasks on the post and the C. O. of
this erganization has never been envied.

The Post Rand

We all appreciate the necessity of
entertainment and the First Air Service
Band, which was organized in the early
days of the camp, has greally expanded
and proven an important factor in
maintaining the meorale of the camp.

Tha band has 36 pieces, has furnished
an average of six concerts a week at
the main and outlying fields, as well as
playing at formal guard mount and re-
treat, when weather permitted.

The dances and concerts for which
they bave furnished music have been
features of the entertainment programs.
[ts repertoire has included both class-
ical and popuiar music, as every effort
has been made to keep it up-to-date.
In addition to furnishing music for this
post, the band has made several visits
to nearby towns where American sold-

Wing Slips of 2nd A.1.C.

School Work Commences

School has started, in spite of delays,
including lack of books, probable de-
parture of squadrons, etc. 175 men
have enrolled for from one to four
classes. The sludy of French, Spanish,
Salesmanship, Mechanics. Advanced
English, Algebra and Economics have
attracted the majority. Geometry, Army
Paper Work, Reading, Writing and
Spelling, French History, Arithmetic
and Aeronaulics are also included in
tbe curriculum. "

Classes are conducied from 1 to 5 p.
m., consisting of periods of 50 minutes
in length, those attending being ex-
cused from duly. Barracks formerly
occupied by officers have been divided
into class rooms and fitted up with the
necessary equipment. The Y. M. C., A.
is also being used and the E.and R.and
machine shops are being used for the
mechanics and aeronautics classes.

The school officer of the post is Capt.
Walter B. Spencer, assisted by Miss
Frances Lankin of the Y. M. C. A. and
Lieut. F. H. Allis, A. S., and Lieut. M.
E. Morgan, F. A.

Officers and enlisted men with quali-
fications to help in the school, or who
have suggestions as to courses they
would desire to take and which would
prove practicable under Llhe circum-
stances, are requested to call at the
school office.

Hold Successful Daxices

A series of weekly dances, alternaling
hetween oflicers and enlisted men, have
been conducted witR success at the Red
Cross rooms. The post band and the
orchestra are doing their jazziest and
the buffet luncheons help to make the
programs complete. |

Ladies of the Red Cross and Signal
Corps telephone service and other fri-
ends are invited. :

~ Squadron Squibs P

The 102 A. S. football team met and
defeated all contending organizations
on this field and are entitled to the post
champtlonship honors.

The All-Squadron team will meet any
organization in the Air Service of the
A.E.F. at any form of athletics. Inquir-

ies should be made to 1st Lieut. Char.
Nelson, A. P. O. 717.

A Page From A Cadet’s Diary
The Avro went for a walk in the woods
today; made fairly good progress con-
sidering the nature of the couniryit was
travelling through.

CATHOLIC DEVOTIONS
Confessions Saturdays- at the chapel 4 to 6 and
7 to g:30 p. m. Mass and sermon Sundays 7:45 and
11 a. m. Doctrinal Instruction and Benediction
Sundays 8 p. m.

iers are located and furnished music for
dances and entertainments.

Since the summer it has had keen
competlilion in the establishment of the
Field 7 band, which, while a younger
organization, has provena worthyrival.

Main Barracks Division

While the Main Barracks Division has
ceased to exist, during its operation a
great amount of the burden of Post
Headquarters was relieved.

Upon it devolved the work of hand!-
ing all the personnel and of supervising
the operation of all squadrons on the
main field from the time of their arrival
to their departure. 1t can be compared,
more or less, to a batlalion head-
quarters, and to the credit of the vari-
ous commanding officers is due, in a
large measure, to the successful handl-
ing of both transient and permanent
enlisled personnel.

},Souvenir edition on time.

BUNKHOUSE BUNK FURNISHED FOR
HOME FOLKS BY ACE GF FOUR FLUSKERS

Return to Front

We did not want to do it, especially,
as we had let him off with a fair warn-
ing after getting away with the bunk
that he did while here; his history we
all know sowell. The man we have re-
ference to is the only wearer of a brevet
on a rain-coat, the wearer of the Croix
de Guerre purchased al the Grand Ma-
gasin de Paris, and a wound stripe to
which he was not entitled while spend-
ing a leave at Biarritz.

We are re-printing a letter which ap-
peared in the Lexington, Ky. Herald,
which almost rivals the letter he sent
home describing his combats over the
lines, inciuding word pictures such as;
‘“‘plane riddled with bullets, etc.” while
he was still here. It is this sort of un-
adulterated bunk that is a reflection
on the Service, which makes it difficult.
for the boys who did do wonder{ul work
to obtain recognition. We are thankful
thatthisisarare example. We suppose
he is now exhibiling the piece of air-
plane linen upon which he had the
squadron painter inscribe an Iron Cross..

The reprint of letter to Captain J. R.
Sams is as follows;

Dear Captain:

Just received vours of September 23rd and am
pleascd and flattered that vou should have taken
time to write. ~

I know how hard it must be for an old soldier
and war horse like vou to sit at home while rookies
like some of the most of us arc enjoyving the most
hilarious of big time scraps. However, that's the
fortune of war and just such a fortune has kept me
for a few months in the rear commanding a training
field where the government thought thev should
haye a man with practical experience at the front.
Mfler much fretting 1 obtained no longer than
yesterday my orders sending me back to the front
and naturally feeling mighty plcasant today.

Our boys are showing them what's what ail over
the front and are giving the Hun a most realistic
taste of what it means to pull the tail feathers of
the American Eagle.

When 1 was in Paris about a weck ago I saw
General Williamis now Major Williams of the Red
Cross and | had rather a plcasant few minutes
talking over old times,

Am looking forward to somctime soon fighting
my air unit over the heads of the old Kentucky

i

Non-Combatant Aviator Tells How He Was Going To

He Never Saw

Guards and I'll guarantee that we keep the Hun
off their-necks while they give them a good
thrashing on the ground.

Am glad that everyone at home is so interested
in the war as backing at home will put heart into
our men and end the war much sooner.

Write me again when you have time and in my
next letter I may have something more inieresting
to tell you.

If you see father tell him you heard from me.

Your friend,

K. G. PULLIAM, JR.

We take this opportunity in saying
that the Caplain was never nearer
the front than Paris, having been sent
away from here as a ferry pilot, having
previous'y reported here from London
where he held down a desk job. We do
not know what has lead him on in per-
sistently gelling his name and picture
in the papers and magazines, being the
best self-press-agented flying non-com-
batant that we have ever met, the Ace
of Aces in the Barracks Flying Corps.
We have no record of any serious
crashes which would indicate that there
is any reason for his actions.

“The foriunes of war” paragraph is a
gem, especially when we know the
reasons for his departure. Anolher
literary maslerpiece is ““After much
fretting 1 obtained my orders sending
me back to the front and [ am feeling
mighly pleasant teday”. We know of
no front he had been on outside of the
[ront of Field 3, and as to tecling pleas-
ant when he received the unexpecled
ferry duty orders, he just could not help
but stalling and going into the hospiltal
to get his tonsils cut.

Oh, yes, it bas been a great war for
some people. We pily the Kentucky
Guards if they had to depend upon his
guarantee to keep the iun off their
necks. Ilis guarantee isabout as good
as a drunken minor’s note given on
Sunday.

- The only thing his J. M. A. meant to
him was “Just Made A" Captain.

__W

No, we are not referring to a Corp-
oral's banquet but to the Anniversary
dinner held by the 641st A. S.at the
Red Cross restaurant on Tuesday even-
ing, January 14. This was in celebration
of one year’s service overseas.

Lieut. Lewis W. Smith, Commanding
officer of the squadron, acted as toast-
master. After dinner the floor was
cleared anc the attendance of Bed Cross
Y. M. C. A, ladies and Post Band
combined to complele the evening's
entertainment with anenjovable dance.

Plane News Goes Over the Top

Those who are familiar with the me-
chanical end of a newspaper can appre-
ciate the difficullies of gelling out our
Over 45,000
impressions were made on our presses
during the week and we were all set
for the crowd on Saturday evening.

In order to give our typeselters and
and pressmen arest, we are only run-
ning four sheeis this week. We are
making it short and snappy. We will
blossom out again next week in style

Come Across, Boys
Speak up and tell us what you think
of our Contest Stories. We want to

give credit to those to whom it is due.
Leave votes 24 PLANE NEWS office.

Two Stripe Baﬁquet o

Motor Mac’s Dinner

The Red Cross restaurant was again
utilized on Tuesday evening by the
12th Co., 3rd A. S. M., for their semi-
annuai banqpet. There'was plenty of
“pep’ displayed, a regular cabaret per-
formance being given after lhe enjoy-
able supper. Camouflage Bill and
pariner appearing as *““The Dolly Sis-
ters” giving a perfect impersonation
thal even Captain Oldham, connoiseur
as he 1s, was deceived. He was liter-
ally transported back to the Follies but
great was his chargin when he learned
the truth.

Miss Dorothy Chesmond held the
audience with herstirring recitation and
well rendered songs. In one of her
numbers she was ably assisted by Ser-
geant Surber who also helped to liven
L things up 1o typical Frank Tinney style.

Foecy Flayers Visit Post

Some jazz band, is the verdict of all
who heard the Foecy Players Friday
and Saturday. This band is without
doubt ene of the best in the A. E. F. and
every musician is an artiste. Their
repetoire includes everything from the
latest jazz to classical music.

TheMehun colored vaudeville troupe
also gave an enterlainment recently.

/”

THE LEADER OF
“A” FLIGHT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
ed by his flight as they closed up behind

him. White still held close behind,
while Hanecock swung in behind the
retiring raiders.

-Leitch had never lost a man from his
flight and had no. intention of risking
battle with twelve Fokkers in such a
situation. As his forces withdrew the
two bodies of Huns above united and
followed at a distance.

Quick Action or All is Lost

Twenty minutes later the Camel
squadron was again crossing the hnes
from the southwest. The Huns, just
visible to the leader, had divided, tLhe
second bunch heading noritheast and
the larger flight continuiug southeast.
‘A” Flight followed the smaller group
and the Caplain breathlessly watchea
the others recede. Three minules and
they had turned. Another minule

| passed, the five Fokkers ahead turned

northwest and opportunity stared him
'in the face.

Captain Leitch analyzed {he situaliom
quickly. “B’and “‘(.” Flights were sit-
ting in the sun, echeloned behind him
and high above; the former being closer.
While lacked experience. Couid he de-
peud on bim to arrive in time? Upon
this factor depended all. Higher still
in the sun sat' Nelson and lis SEs, in
whom be had ulmost confidence. It
could hardly be betier.
bunch of Hurs now turned west and
the leader of “A” Flight made his de-
cision.

The Scrap is Won *

With pulsing blood and set teeth,
Leitch waggled ““Huns” to his followers
and headed straight under the appro-
aching Fokkers. Had they seen the
SE-5s? Would they come down? They
would. And even as they started he
saw White also start, *“‘New you b—s,
we've gol you,” he multered, and came
round to the left in a tight turn.

As the great vari-colored birds of
prey came swooping on his formation
flank Leitch completed the turn and

engaged the leader from below. The
Hun half-rolled and started down, but

ere he had completed the movement a

burst from the Briton’s guns had found
their mark. The Fokker turned on his
back and slowly spun down, blue tail
and bright streamers Tlashing in the
sunlight. Eaton and his comrade, com-
ing into action a moment later, had
each engaged an enemy, and the Cap-
tain started to the assistance of one of
the rear men. Even as he did so White
and his flight came swiftly down like

greal black vultures, and the scrap was
won.

_ Bitter Dog Fight Follows

There followed a bitter ““dog fight.”
but of short duration. The second flight
of Huns arrived too late and they at-
tacked the Camels below the upper
flight of Leilch’s squadron and the two
flights of Nelson’s SEs charged down
on them from above. .

And in the Captain’s diary that night
there appeared the following entry:
“Twelve Blue Tails This Date W1ll Not
Bother Us Again. White1sa Good Man.”

Sunday Services at Y. M. C. A--

Hut 1, 10:30 a. m., Communion serv-
ice; sermon by Chaplain L. J. Velie.

Hut 2, 7:00 p. m., Song service, fol-
lowed by address by J. P. Lenn.

——

Private G. I. Kan Almost Volunteers “Encore’”,, ... By Tim

THERES A PRETTY GIRL AT
| TvE A.R.C. AND 1 THINK SHE

IN THE WAV~ SAIDTADY HAS BROWN )\ (5
HAIR-PRETTY TEETH- BRIGHT EYES
,AND CUTE LI'L DIMPLES=! HAVE
| HALF A NOTION TO WOLUNTEER. -
FOR RED CROSS WORK MVSELF-
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| HAVE A NOTION AND A

VOLUNTEERING 'CAUSE ONCE 15

ENQUGH-=I'LL GO OVER TO THE
POST OFFICE AND GET THE MAIL

|
ANY MORE ;
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