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A Mr Liu, of Shensi, was the
magistrate of Hsinghua. On one
occasion a Taoist priest called
to present him with a smadl
potted tree, which, upon being
examined, was found to be an
orange-tree with a stem as slen-
der as the finger. This, however,
he declined to accept; where-
upon, as it chanced to be the
birthday of his young daughter,
who was between six and seven
years of age, the priest took
occasion to address him, saying,
“Surely this is unworthy to be
an enjoyment to Your Excel-
lency. But I present it merely
to wish Your Excellency’s
daughter happiness and longev-
ity.” So Mr Liu accepted the
tree ; and his daughter, who took
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a great fancy to it at the first
blush, forthwith had it placed
in her boudoir, tending it most
carefully morning and night
for fear it should sustain an
injury.

At the time when Mr Liu’s

‘term of office expired, the tree

had grown as big round as the
hand could grasp, and for the
first time it bore fruit. Now,
as they were getting ready to
start for their native place with
only light luggage, Mr Liu pur-
posed to leave the burdensome
tree behind them; whereupon
his daughter, clasping the tree
in her arms, began to weep in a
soft tone, and did not cease from
crying till her folks soothed her
by saying that they would stay
away from the place but tem-
porarily, and that it would not

_ be long before they would return.

However, fearing lest the tree
might be carried away by some
influential person, she did not
start off with her folks until she
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watched the servants transplant
it in the courtyard.

When they got home, she was
betrothed and married to a Mr
Chuang, who took his Doctor’s
degree in the year Ping Shu,
and who was later appointed to
the post of magistrate at Hsing-
hua. Though much delighted
at her husband’s appointment,
Mrs Chuang thought within her-
self that, with the lapse of over
ten years, the orange-tree might
be no longer in existence. But,
on arriving at their destination,
she found that the tree had
grown so big round that it would
require ten persons to embrace
it, and that its frui‘s were hang-
ing in great profusion. From the
old yamen-runners they learnt,
much to their wonder, that after
Mr Liu’s departure, the tree’s
foliage and blossoms had been
pretty luxuriant, but it had
never borne a single fruit up to
that moment. For three years
during Mr Chuang’s tenure of
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SOME MORE STORIES

office, the fruits of the tree had
been invariably exuberant. In
the fourth year, however, the
tree began to wither and was
no longer in bloom. Thereupon
Mrs Chuang said to her husband,
“Perhaps it will not be lcng
before your term of office ex-
pires.”’; and sure enough Mr
Chuang was dismissed from his
post in the autumn.

The unofficial historian (i.e.,

the story-teller) begs to say: “Was

it not preovdained in a former
state of existence that the orange
tree and the girl should be brought
together? For, if otherwise, they
would not have met so opportune-
ly. Inits frusting, it seemed as
if the tree were grateful toward
the girl. In its non-blooming, it
seemed as though it were grieved
at the prospect of parting. Even
a plant is so sensible, how much
more so shall a human being be!”
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At Ch‘ang-shan there was a
certain villager, who, when
unoccupied, was often visited
for a chat by a dwarfish guest.
Being strangers to each other,
the villager one day desired to
know something about the an-
tecedents etc. of his guest, when
the latter put him off by telling
him that he was about to move
to his neighborhood in the next
few days.

Some days afterwards, the
guest reappeared and said to his
friend, ‘“Now that we are living
in the same vﬂl;}e, I hope I shall
avail myself of your instructions
morning and night.” When
asked where his residence was,
he, however, did not tell his
friend in detail, but only pointed
his finger to the north. From
that day he would come once
daily, and not unfrequently
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SOME MORE STORIES

would he borrow utensils etc.
from the villagers. If hisrequest
was not granted, the object of
his request would invariably
disappear of itself. Thereupon
they all suspected him to be a
fairy fox.

Now to the north of the village,

there was an old grave with a
fathomless cavity, in which they
thought the dwarfish guest had
taken up his abode. So, taking
their swords and cudgels, the
villagers forthwith went to the
spot, and, prostrating them-
selves on the ground, listened
for some time, but found nothing
strange at all. Toward the end
of the first watch, however, a
hissing or sibilant sound, like
that of tens or hundreds of
people whispering together, was
heard toproceed from the cavity;
whereupon they all kept quiet
and motionless, and by and by
beheld innumerable little crea-
tures, not much more than a foot
in height, coming out of the cav-
ity in an unbroken succession.
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WATER

When he was a member of
one of the Six Boards at the
capital, Mr Sung Yii-shu, of Lai-
yang, rented a mansion which
was rather desolate. On one
occasion, Mr Sung’s mother with
two slave girls passed the night
in the main hall of the building,
when she heard a sound like
that made by tailors spurting
water on clothes proceeding
from the courtyard; whereupon
she roused the two slave girls
and urged them to get up.

Piercing a hole in the paper
window, the girls peeped
through and saw a short hump-
backed old woman, with her
silvery hair dressed in the shape
of a broom and braided in a tress
some two inches long at the top
of her head, going round and
round in the courtyard with a
gait like that of a crane, and
spurting out an endless stream
of water while walking.
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Struck with astonishment,
the girls reported what they had
seen to their mistress, who,
being likewise astonished to hear
it, walked with the help of the
two girls to the window and
peeped through the hole with
them; when, all of a sudden,
the old woman in the courtyard
approached the window and
spurted water straight into the
room through the lattice-work,
breaking the window-paper and
causing the trio to fall to the
ground—all unknown to the
other members of the family. -

At sunrise, the servants of the
house came to knock at the
door, and, somewhat surprised
at the fact that there was no
reply from within, they pried
the door open, when lo and
behold! both the mistress and
the two slave girls were lying
dead side by side on the ground.
One of the slave girls, however,
still had some warmth in her
body below the diaphragm, and,
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after a first aid being rendered
her by forcing some liquid med-
icine into her mouth, she came
round in a little while, and
related all that she had seen.

At this juncture, Mr Sung
rushed in and was so grieved
and indignant at the mishap
that he would have made away
with himself. Then they pro-
ceeded to examine closely the
spot where the bugbear had
disappeared, and dug the ground
some three feet deep, when some
white hairs came to light and,
by a further digging, a corpse
was exposed, which was just
like the bugbear we have de-
scribed above.

The corpse was somewhat
plump and swollen, yet looked
like a living being. When Mr
Sung made his servants knock
at it, they found that the bones
and flesh of the corpse were all
decayed, and that there was
nothing but pure water in its
skin.
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PRIEST

A certain Mr Huang was a
man of family, having great
talents and high ambitions. He
had been on very intimate terms
with a certain Buddhist priest
dwelling in a monastery outside
the village. One day the priest
set out to wander about various
parts of the country, and did

~ not return until after more than

ten years.

When seeing Huang again, he
heaved a sigh and said, “I
thought you must have already
risen to prominence. Aren’t
you still a mere graduate? Per-
haps your allotted luck is inade-
quate to great achievements, so
I will manage to bribe the ruler
of the Infernal Regions for you.
Can you afford to prepare ten
thousand cash for the pur-
pose?”, to which Huang replied
in the negative. “Then,” re-
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FROM THE LIAO CHAI CHIH I 13

joined the priest, “try to raise
one half of the amount, and I
will borrow the other half for
you within three days.” Huang
agreed to the proposal, and
made every effort to make up
the required amount by pawning
what he had. Three days having
elapsed, the priest actually came
with the five thousand cash,
which he handed over to Huang.

Now in Huang’s house, there
wasadeepwell withaninexhaust-
ible supply of water, which was
said to commaunicate with the
river and sea. The priest told
Huang to bind up the cash and
to lay them beside the well, and
instructed him thus: ‘“About
the time when you think I have
reached the monastery, push
down the bundle of cash into
the well and wait for a cash to
float in a few minutes when you
shall make obeisance to it.”” So
saying, the priest went away.
Not knowing what to make of
all this, and somewhat grudging

g
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the ten thousand cash, as it was
uncertain whether what the
priest said would come true,
Huang determined to hide nine
thousand of the total and threw
down but one thousand into
the well. In a moment, a big
bubble sprang up and burst with
a jingle, and lo! there floated in
the water a cash as big as a
cart-wheel. Huang was greatly
surprised and, having made
obeisance to it, threw down an
additional amount of four thou-
sand cash, which made a jingling
sound when falling on the big
cash that stopped them from
sinking.

At dusk the priest appeared
and blamed Huang for not
throwing down the whole
amount, and, upon being told
that the whole amount had
been duly thrown down, he
said, ‘“The messenger of the
Infernal Regions has taken away
but one thousand. Why should
you tell a lie?” Here Huang
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told the priest all the truth,
whereupon the latter heaved a
sigh, saying, ‘“A niggard certain-
1y cannot be expected to become
a great man. Itis your destiny
that you shall be a Kung Sheng
(or Senior Licentiate, X4z, Z#E
B &) throughout your life, other-
wise you might obtain the en-
viable degree of Chuang Yuan
(or the Optimus #k3c).” Huang

_ bitterly repented of not having

thrown away all the cash and
entreated his friend to do some-
thing more fot him, but the
latter firmly refused and went
off. Perceiving all the cash
were still floating in the well,
Huang managed to draw them
up with a rope, whereupon the
big cash began to sink.. That
year Huang’s name appeared on
the supplementary list as a
Kung Sheng, just as the priest
predicated.

The. unofficial historian (v. e.,
the story-teller) begs to say, “Is it
that title-purchasing has also been
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At Tsinan there lived a Bud-
dhist priest: I cannot say whence
he came, and what was his name.
Barefooted and in a garment
that was patched up in many
places, he daily chanted the
Buddhist Sutrasand begged alms
before the Fu Jung and Ming
Hu Restaurants. He, however,
would not accept any food,
drink, money, or rice that was
given him; nor would he answer
any questions as to what he
wanted. All the day long, no-
body ever saw him eat or drink
anything. Now some one came
and persuaded him, saying,
“Since you abstain from meat
and wine, you had better go
and beg alms in those obscure
villages and alleyways. I see
no reason why you should wan-
der every day about such a
rank-smelling and noisy place as
this.” To these words, however,
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SOME MORE STORIES

he seemed to pay no heed, and,
with his hands clasped, he began
chanting  the Sutras as before,
his eyelashes being about as long
as the finger. By'and by the
talkative fellow repeated the
same words to him; whereupon
he glared at the former and said
to him in a harsh tone, “I like
to beg in this manner,” and
then, chanting the Sutras un-
ceasingly for sometime, he went
his way. Here somebody follow-
ed him and demanded his reason
for begging in such a manner;
to which he made no answer,
but walked leisurely off. The
inquisitive chap, however, ques-
tioned him again and again.
Thereupon he once more flew
into a passion, and cried out to
him, It is something that you
don’t know. Isimply like to go
my own way.”’

A few days after this, the
priest suddenly went out of the
south gate of the city, and there
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he lay stiff by the wayside, not
stirring a peg for three days.
Finding him in such a plight,
the inhabitants of the immediate
suburbs, for fear that he might
be starved to death and that
they themselves might thereby
be implicated in trouble, flocked
around and urged him to remove
to somewhere else, promising,
at the same time, to provide
him with food or money as he
might like. The priest, however,
made no reply, his eyes being
shut all this time. But, upon
being pushed and shaken by
them, he was immediately hot
with rage, and, taking out a
dagger from under his garment,
he cut open his abdomen and
took out the bowels, which he
arranged and laid on the road,
and then passed away. Terribly
frightened at this, the spectators
hurried away to report the mat-
ter to the prefect, by whose
order the corpse was subsequent-
ly buried in a mat.

.
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SOME MORE STORIES

Some days afterwards, the
burial-place was found to have
been dug by some dog, and the
mat-roll was exposed. Treading
upon it, the roll appeared to be
empty, but, when dug out and
examined, it was found just
what it had been, much resem-
bling a pierced cocoon.
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PRIESTS

In the mountains at Szu-shui,
there was an out-of-the-way
temple, in which there lived a
Taoist priest. The temple was
said to abound in huge serpents,
so that excursionists would al-
ways keep away from it. One
day, however, a young man
went into the mountains to catch
eagles; but he had gone so far
into them that he could find no
place where he could put up for
the night, when, espying the
temple in the distance, he direct-
ly made his way thither. The
priest was surprised at his visit,
and asked him whence he came,
adding that it was lucky enough
for his visitor that he had not

‘been perceived by the serpents

he reared. The priest then bade
his visitor be seated, and pro-
ceeded to get some congee ready
for him. Just in the middle of

’
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SOME MORE STORIES

his meal, the young man beheld,
to his great terror, a huge ser-
pent coming in which was some
ten spans in circumference, and,
perking up its head, stared at
him with fierce piercing eyes
flashing like lightning. Here
the priest patted the serpent on
the head, and exclaimed to it,
“Begone!” whereupon the ser-
pent, hanging down its head,
began to squirm into the room
on the eastern side. It was
sometime, however, before the
reptile could draw in its whole
body and coil itself up in the
room, which was thereupon
stuffed full.

All this time, the young man
trembled with fear, when his
host said to him, “ Be not afraid!
This reptile has been reared by
me, and it won’t do you any
harm in my presence; only it is
to be feared when you meet with
it in my absence.” Now the
young man proceeded to resume
his seat; but hardly had he done
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THE LIAO CHAI CHIH I 23

so, when suddenly in came
another serpent. This one,
however, was somewhat smaller,
being only five or six spans in
circumference. On seeing the
stranger, it abruptlystopped and
began to glare at him and dart
out its tongue as did the first
one. Here the priest again cried
out, “ Begone!”’ and accordingly
the serpent wriggled away into
the same room that the first one
had occupied. Finding, however,
there was no more space for it
to lie in, the’reptile began to
coil itself partly round the beam
above, thereby shaking the very
walls and causing clods of earth
to fall with a succession of
sounds. At this the young man
was greatly frightened, and he
did not sleep a wink all that
night. Getting up early next
morning, he determined to re-
turn home; whereupon his host
accompanied him out of the
door, where they observed a
multitude of serpents both over
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the walls and at the foot of
the stone-steps; some squirming
about and others lying still;
some being about as big round
as the basin and others, as the
wine-cup. On seeing the stran-
ger, the serpents began to take
an attitude as if about to bite;
at which the young man was
terribly alarmed and walked
close to his host until they were
outside the gorge, and then he
wended his way home.

Some of my fellow-townsmen,
‘who sojourned in Chungchow,
once took up their quarters at
the Shé Fu Temple. When
supper was served up by the
priest, they found that the meat-
soup was very delicious, and
that the pieces of the meat were
all round, much resembling the
necks of chickens. Full of doubt,
they asked their host how many
chickens he had killed that he
could get so many necks; to
which the priest replied that
these were not chicken-necks but
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pieces of serpent. On hearing
this, the guests were all lost in
astonishment, and some of them
even went out to vomit. Later
on, when they retired to f)ed,
they perceived something creep-
ing on their chests, and when
they stretched out their hands
to feel, lo! they were serpents.
Thereupon they got up with a
start and gave a cry of alarm,
which aroused the priest, wheo,
on hearing what the matter was,
remarked that this was but a
common occufrence and was
nothing to wonder at. They
then took a light to bear upon
the walls, couches, etc., and
found that the room was a mass
of serpents.

Next day the priest conducted
his guests into the grand hall of
Buddhas, where, beneath the
shrine, they saw a big well, in
which were found many serpents
about as big round as the large-
sized jar, stretching their necks
up to the brim of the well, and
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Hi > #ik TiRBIEE yet not coming out. Taking a
light, the guests looked down-
BUTEMAE ward and observed millions of
2 serpents huddled together down
Bt RIEIEH 0 /i the well. According to the
b : priest, the serpents used to come
5 BEHAR) out to do some harm, and it
Phas it 1 DGty »  Wwas not until Buddha was seated
there above them that they
HHIETEE - were reduced to subjection.
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At the foot of the Tung Hsiang
Hill at Chingchow, there lived
a man named Chou Shun-ting,
who served his mother very
dutifully. On one occassion, his
mother got a carbuncle on the
thigh, and, as the pain was in-
tolerable, she groaned in agony
day and night. Chou was so
absorbed in tending his sick
mother that he even forgot his
meals and lost his sleep. Several
months had passed by, yet his
mother’s carbuncle was not
healed. Much grieved and an-
xious, he was at a loss what to
do; when, one night, he dreamed
that his father appeared to him
and said, “As a result of your
filial piety, there would be noth-
ing serious in your mother’s
ailment; but unless you try to
apply to it some ointment made
of human flesh, the carbuncle
would not be cured and all your
anxiety and grief would prove
of no avail.”
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Waking up, Chou wondered
very much at his dream, and,
with a sharp knife, he began to
cut a slice of flesh from his ribs,
which, strange to say, did not
cause him much pain. Then,
binding up his wound with a
piece of cloth—and all this time
no blood having trickled from
the wound—he proceeded to
prepare the ointment by decoct-
ing the flesh he had thus sliced;
and when he applied the oint-
ment to his mother’s carbuncle,
her pain was instantly allayed.
Overjoyed, his mother asked
him what medicine he had used
that proved so efficacious; to
which he replied by fabricating
a lie. By and by his mother’s
carbuncle was quite healed; but

Chou would always hide his

wound, even from his wife, who,
therefore did not get at the real
fact till she discovered the scar
of his wound and queétioned
him about the whole truth.

~
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The unofficial historian (i. e.,
the story-teller) begs to say: ““To
cut flesh from one’s body is evi-
dently an act detrimental to one’s
health, so that no wise man ever
approved of 1t. But how could
the unwise know that by injuring
their bodies, they ave doing just
what 1s repugnant to filial piety?
It seems that they simply act
what they think they cannot help
From the example of our hero,
we may see that instance of naive
filkal piety is not wanting under
the sun. Thosé who attend to
morals and education arve ap-
parently too busily engaged to
exhibit such am instance; hence
this hwmble story.”



30

SOME MORE STORIES

4 s ® THE WICKED DAUGHTER-IN-LAW

keAVE 0 @2
WA > BEE
HFEFZFE ’. K Bt
2 MAFHER
2z 0 — H 2 e
i AR A&
Ve it » FERIF
30 2 LI LR
W RSESUE
R R RO

-:3-'- .
kLB 0 POERELE

PUNISHED

Tu Hsiao-lei, a native of Si-
shan in the I-tu district, was
very dutiful to his mother, who
was blind of both eyes. Though
in a state of poverty, he invari-

‘ably served his mother with

savory food every day. One
day he was going away on busi-
ness, when he bought some
meat, which he gave to his wife,

* and asked her to make some

cakes for his mother. Now his
wife was a very impious and
wicked woman. While mincing
the meat, she mixed up it with
some cockroaches; so when the
cakes were ready, the mother
perceived that they had an of-
fensive odor, which made them
utterlyuneatable. Therefore she
concealed all the cakes, waiting
for his son to return.

By and by Tu returned, and |
asked his mother if the cakes
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were nice; to which his mother
only replied by shaking her head
and showing him the cakes she
had concealed. On breaking
them open, he discovered in
them fragments of cockroaches;
whereupon he flew into a tower-
ing passion, and, rushing into
the inner chamber, would have
flogged his wife had he not
feared that his mother might
hear it. He then got to bed,
turning the matter over and
over in his mind, and making
no reply to his Wwife’s inquiries;
while the latter, with a guilty
conscience, walked backwards
and forwards before the bed.

In a few moments, a loud
pant was heard; whereupon Tu
called out to his wife, “I say,
why don’t you go to sleep?
Perhaps you want to get a beat-
ing, do you?” and then a perfect
silence ensued. Here Tu got
up and lighted a candle, when,
lo and behold! the woman had
disappeared and there before
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him stood a pig, which, on being
examined more closely, was
found to have two legs resem-
bling those of a human being.
He now awaked to the fact that
the pig was nothing but the
transformation of his wife.
When the news reached the
ears of the magistrate, orders
were given by him for the pg
to be led round the city, so as
to serve as a warning against
future cases of depravity. Mr

- Tan Weichén did see the pig

with his own eyes.
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In the village to the north of
a certain district, there was a
well which had dried up, when
two villagers were let down with
a rope to scoop out the mud at
its bottom. Scarcely had they
deepened it a foot or so when
they discovered a skull, which,
on being broken through care-
lessness, was found to hold a
piece of gold in its mouth.
Overjoyed at this, one of the
villagers pockefed the gold, and
then they went on scooping un-
til at length they came at six
or seven more skulls. In the
hope of obtaining some more
gold, they smashed all these to
pieces, but nothing did they find
therein.

By the side of these skulls,
however, there were two porce-
lain vases and one bronze vessel.
The latter was as big round as
the arms could embrace, weigh-
ing several tens of catties, and
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with two rings, one on each
side; but no one could tell of
what use it might be. It had
variegated colors and an uneven
surface, and was evidently of
an antique, and not a modern,
style.

Soon after getting out of the
well, the villagers both fell life-
less on the ground; but in an-
other moment, one of them came
round and cried out, “I was a
subject of the Han dynasty.
When Wang Mang raised the
standard of revolt, all my family
committed suicide in this well,
artd, as I chanced to have a
piece of gold with me, I held it
in my mouth before jumping
into the well. This was not,
however, the case with the rest
of my family, as, in fact, it was
not the customary thing usually
buried with the dead; so why
should you shatter all the skulls
without exception? Such a be-
havior as yours is indeed detest-
able!” On hearing these words,
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the spectators immediately
burned some sticks of incense
and paper money before the
possessed man, meanwhile prom-
ising that they would inter the
skulls again; whereupon the
possessed man recovered him-
self, while his companion was
gone for ever.

A scholar named Sun, of Yen-
chén, soon got wind of the news,
and, having bought the bronze
vessel mentioned above, went
aWay with it. As to the two
porcelain vases, one of them
fell into the hands of Mr Yuan
Hsuen-szu, M. A., which was
said to be able to foretell fine
or cloudy weather. Whenever
a wet spot, which was at first
no larger than a grain of rice
but which would increase by
degrees, was perceived on the
vase, rain was sure to come in
a moment; and as soon as the
wet spot disappeared, the weath-
er would unfailingly clear up.
The other vase was secured by
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a Mr Chang, B. A., which was
used for recording the 1st and
the 15th of the moon. On the-
1st of the moon, a black spot
about as big as a bean would
appear on the vase, and then
it would grow bigger and bigger
day by day until it covered the
vase all over on the 15th; after
which it would again dwindle
by degrees until the last day of
the moon, when the vase would
resume its original aspect.

Having been buried in the

“earth for a long time, the latter
vase had a small piece of stone
stuck on its mouth, which could
be neither brushed nor scraped
off. And when this was finally
knocked away, a small breach
was made at the mouth of the
vase. This is indeed a matter
of regret!

It was further said that flow-
ers put in this vase would in-
varibly bear fruits when the
blossoms fell off, just like those
on trees.



FROM THE LIAO CHAI CHIH I 37

F;;x THE COURAGEOUS PLOUGHBOY

BT RIE
HF > BEPIR
R R
BiE o IR -
AR o TR
Hh R IR TEIE »
A VR
— M BB
Zo WAH » &
7 > e RRAw S
i AL

LERE) » BETIHR

Once upon a time, there was
a ploughboy named Yii Kiang,
aged sixteen, whose father was
devoured by a wolf while pass-
ing the night in the field. When
he found a shoe left behind by
his father, he was so grieved
and indignant that he would
have made away with himself.

One night, when his mother
had turned in, Yiu stealthily
carried an iron hammer and
went to lie down at the spot
where his father had been killed,
in the hope of avenging his
father’s unnatural death. Be-
fore very long, up came a wolf
moving slowly and smelling at
Yii, who, however, did not stir
a peg. In another moment, the
wolf began to sweep at his fore-
head with its tail, and bent
down to lick his thighs, while
Yii still remained motionless
until the wolf sprang forward
with joy and was on the point
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of biting his head and neck,
when he swiftly dealt it a smart
blow on the skull with his ham-
mer, and killed it outright. He
then sprang up and laid the
carcass in the grass.

In a little while, there came
another wolf, which he killed in
the same manner as he did the
first one. After this, he kept
lying there till late in the night,
when, finding no more wolf com-
ing that way, he unconsciously
fell into a nap, and dreamt
that his dead father appeared
to him, saying, ‘“By killing these
two evil beasts, you have done
very much to wreak my venge-
ance; but the one that killed me
had a white nose, so neither of
these is what you want.”

Waking up, Yi remained
lying where he was, waiting for
the object of his revenge; but
he did not find anything when
it was already dayb:rcak. He
then intended dragging the two
carcasses home, but was afraid
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that they would give his mother
a fright; so he cast them away
into an old dry well, and pro-
ceeded on his way home.

At night, he again repaired to
the place, and again he failed to
find any wolf. This went on for
three or four nights, until at
length a wolf suddenly appeared
and, holding his foot in its
mouth, dragged him away for a
few paces, when his flesh was
pricked by brambles and his
skin, wounded by sharp stones,
and he appeared as if he had
been dead. The wolf then laid
him down on the ground, and
was just on the point of biting
his belly, when all at once Yii
sprang up and dealt it a blow
with his hammer, which sent it
tumbling down, and, with a few
more blows, he put an end to
its life. On examining it more
closely, he found that it had a
white nose; so, overjoyed, he
carried it home and told his
mother all about what had
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happened. The latter, with tears
in her eyes, went off with her
son to the old dry well, out of
which they secured the carcasses
of the other two wolves.

The unofficial historian (i. e.,
the story-teller) begs to say: ““Even
m a farmer’s family do we find
such a heroic youth. And heroism
begot by intense sincerity displays
not only courage but also wisdom
out of the common run.”’
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Mr Li Chih-chun, M. A., of
Ch‘ang-shan, was one day on
his way to Ch‘ing-chou, when
he fell in with six or seven
travelers, whose dialect was like
that of Chihli. On looking
closely at them, Mr Li found
that each of them had two scars
on his cheeks, about as large as
a cash. Full of wonder, he asked
them why they had similiar scars
in the same plates, and was told,
in reply, the following story:—

“One day last year, during
our sojourn in Yunnan, we were
overtaken in our traveling by
the shades of evening, and lost
our way among the hills; where,
with steep precipices hanging
over dangerous ravines, we could
hardly find our way out. In
the valley there stood a huge
tree, with branches measuring
several feet in length, all droop-
ing feebly and shading a space



42
8 » BB THIEPTZ

> LN ISR 55 -
35 b B 1k 0 7K UE
o REBLE O K
SMLED o 3 A LI

HIIR » TR -
AR—RKRAR

# Pk it M
R TEELE 0 KA
= UFREM
& AL TGS
> CEMAYT B LB
IRIEANE > R
Bk B’iE

ATHE » R

SOME MORE STORIES

of a little over a Chinese acre.
Being at a loss where to go, we,
tying up our horses and unload-
ing our luggage, rested ourselves
by the side of the tree. When
the night was far advanced, we
heard tigers, leopards, and owls
roar and screech in succession;
while we, nursing our legs and
sitting face to face with each
other, were quite uuable to sleep.

“Then, all of a sudden, up
came a giant about ten feet tall;
at the sight of whom, we pros-
trated ourselves in a huddle,
without daring to draw our
breath. Coming nearer he seized
our horses, which numbered six
or seven, and ate them all up
in a moment. By and by, he
breaking off a branch of the tree
began to thrust it through our
cheeks, as if stringing a number
of fishes. After this, he walked
away with the branch on which
we were hanging, but had hardly
gone a few paces when the
branch gave forth a snapping
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sound; whereupon he, fearing
lest we should fall off, halted to
bend the ends of the branch
together and to press the jointed
ends under a huge stone, and
then went on his way.

“After assuring ourselves that
he was quite a distance off, we
drew our swords to cut the
branch asunder, and ran away
in great haste regardless of the
pain in our cheeks. But we had
scarcely got very far, before the
giant returned with another,
who, as we ocould see from
among the bushes wherein we
had been hiding overwhelmed
with fear, was of even greater
bulk and stature than the first.
The latter approaching the tree,
reconnoitered high and low, as
if in search of something which -
he could not find. He then
began to screech like some huge
bird, and appeared to be very
angry—angry apparently with
the other for deceiving him.
Here we saw him slap the other
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in the face, while the latter
received it with utmost acquies-
cence, without daring to offer
the least contention.

“Soon afterwards, they both
went away; whereupon we hur-
riedly emerged from our hiding
place, and had been running
some time hither and thither in
the wilderness, until at length
we descried a light on the peak
in the distance, when we directly
made our way thither. Reach-
ing our destination, we found a
man living in a house of stone,
to whom we accordingly made
an obeisance and narrated our
sufferings. After bidding us
be seated, the man observed,
‘These two devils are truly de-
testable; but even I myself can-
not bring them under. Youhad
better wait till my sister comes
back, when you may consult her
as to how to deal with them.’

“In a little while, in came
the girl, with two tigers across
her shoulders, who, on seeing
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us, asked her brother how we
had got there; whereupon we,
stepping forward, made her an
abeisance and told her what had
happened to us. On hearing
our story, she remarked, ‘I have
long heard that the two devils
have done much evil, but I
hardly expected that they could
be so cruel and outrageous.
Now I think I shall have to get
rid of them right away.” So
saying, she seized a pair of brass
maces out of the room, weighing
some three or four hundred cat-
ties, and, leaving the house, soon
disappeared.

“Meantime, her brother
cooked the tiger’s meat for us;
but the cooking was not yetdone
when the girl came back again,
saying that one of the giants
had taken to his heels on seeing
her, and that she had pursued
him for a distance of several
tens of /7 until at last she suc-
ceeded in cutting off one of his
fingers. She then cast the finger
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to the ground, which we saw,
much to our amazement, was

‘about as thick as one’s thigh-

We asked her her name, but she
refrained from disclosing it.
“In a few moments, the meat

~ was ready. But the pain of our

wounds was so severe that we
could not take any; whereupon
the girl produced some medic-
inal powder, which she sprin-
kled on our wounds and imme-
diately allayed the pain. After
this, she escorted us to the tree,
at the foot of which we found
that our luggage was still there;
and carrying it on the back, we
proceeded on our way. We had
scarcely walked a little.over ten
lZ, when we came to the spot
where the girl had fought the
giant the previous night. In
the hollow of a rock, as the girl
pointed out to us, we found un-
dried blood about as much as the
basin would contain. And, when
we got outside the hills, the girl
bade us farewell and went back.”
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At Huang-mei in the prov-
ince of Hupeh, there lived a
man named Wang K‘é-shou,
who could recall what had hap-
pened to him in three previous
lives. In the first, he was a
graduate; and, on one occasion,
when he studied at a Buddhist
temple, the mare reared by a
priest of the temple gave birth
to a young mule, which he liked
very much and managed to take
away by force. Subsequently
he died and appeared before the
King of Purgatory, who, on
turning to his record of evil and
good, and being exasperated at
his covetousness and cruel be-
havior, condemned him to be
born again as a mule, so as to
atone for what he had dono
before.
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Accordingly Wang came to
life again as a mule, and was
very carefully tended by his
master, the priest; so that he had
hardly any chance of destroy-
ing himself though he wished
to do so. Growing bigger, he
often thought of killing him-
self by jumping into a ravine;
but, fearing that he might thus
incur a heavier panalty for his
ingratitude for his master’s
kindness in rearing him, he
could not blit rest contented
with his lot for the time being.
However, by the end of a few
years, and having duly worked
out his time, he died a natural
death. After some time, he
was born again on earth in the
family of a farmer; but, as he
could speak as soon as he came
into the world, he was killed by
his parents, who took his speak-
ing at too early a time to be an
inauspicious sign.
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Then he was born again in
the family of an old graduate
named Wang, who, being close
on fifty years of age, was over-
joyed to have a male baby. As
soon as it was born, the baby
had a good perception of things;
but, recollecting that his speak-
ing before the natural time had
cost his life in his previous state
of existence, Wang (the baby)
dared not utter a single word
this time even when he reached
the age of three or four. For
this, he was looked upon by all
as being dumb.

One day the father was
writing an essay, when a friend
called at the house, and the
former had to lay down his
writing brush and go out to
receive the visitor. Just then
little Wang entered his father’s
room, and, on reading over his
father’s unfinished essay, his
fingers itched to write, and he
set to work to put the finishing
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touches to it. Shortly after-
wards the father came back,
and, on seeing what was there
on the desk, asked the servants
if anybody had entered the
room during his absence; to
which they all answered in the
negative.

Quite puzzled at this, the
father on the following day
wrote a topic on a piece of
paper and, leaving it on the
desk, immediately walked away,
coming back again in a little
while. Entering the room by
stealth, he saw his son was
bending over the desk and had
already finished several columns
of words on the paper. When
the boy saw his father before
him, he unconsciously uttered a
cry and, falling on his knees,
begged to be forgiven his rude-
ness. Overjoyed, the father
grasped tle boy by his hand,
and said, “You are our only
child; and it is indeed a blessing
to us all that you can write
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o THES - essays. But why should you
conceal your talent thus?”

SR From then on, the old gentle-
man set to work to teach the
boy more assiduously than
before; and the latter succeeded
in taking his Doctor degree when
only a minor, and finally rose
to the high official rank as
E NS R Governor of Ta-t‘ung.
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% % THE GHOSTS IN THE RESIDENCE
OF GRAND EXAMINER WANG
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During the insurrection led by
Hsieh Chfien, all the residences
of the officials were turned to
dens of the rebels, and particu-
larly at that of Grand Examiner
Wang Chfi-hsiang, a greater
number of the rebels congre-
gated.

When the city fell, the gov-
ernment troops made a clean
sweep of the insurgents. The
casualties on both sides were
great, there being so many dead
bodies as to fill the porches and
so much blood shed as to
stream through the gate of the
buildings.

After returning to the city,
Grand Examiner Wang did not
resume his old abode until he
had the corpses removed from
it and the remaining blood
cleaned up. In broad daylight,
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53
however, he often saw ghosts
in his house, and at night, he
frequently observed Will-o’-the-
wisps flit about beneath the
bed, and heard wailings of
ghosts proceed from the corners
of the walls.

One day a graduate named
Wang Kao-ti, who took lodgings
at the Grand Examiner’s, sud-

- denly heard a low voice from

beneath his bed calling him by
his name once and again. By
and by the voice became louder
and louder, until it cried out,
“How miserably I‘have died!”
upon which the whole courtyard
was filled with wailings in re-
sponse to the voice. Hearing
this, the Grand Examiner rushed
in, sword in hand, and called
out to the voice, “Don’t you
know me, the Grand Exami-
ner?” to which the reply was
only a general hissing and sneer.
So the Grand Examiner could
do nothing but engaged some
Buddist and Taoist priests to
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perform services for delivering
these spirits from Purgatory,
and that night, when food was
distributed to the spirits, they
did see the fitful light of Will-
o’-the-wisps here and there in
the courtyard.

Now a porter of the Grand
Examiner’s, named Wang, was
dangerously ill and had been in
a state of stupefaction for
several days. That very night,
however, he suddenly yawned
and stretched himself, as if
awaking from sleep, and, when
his wife served him with food,
said, ‘““Just now my master
distributed food in the court-
yard. I don’t know why he did
so, but have only just partaken
of it with my comrades, so I am
not at all hungry now.” After
this, there was an end of all
strange phenomena. = Was it
that cymbals, bells, drums, and
the services performed by the
priests really had the intended
effect?

B e
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The umofficial historian (i.e.,
the story-teller) begs to say: ‘“‘Per-
haps only men of great virtue can
possibly bring ghosts under At
the time when the city fell, Gvand
Examiner Wang was at the sum-
mit of his power,; his very name
was enough to send ome tremble
with fear, and yet the ghosts
mocked at him. Was it that the
ghosts had somehow foreknown
that he would not die happy in
the long run?  Let it therefore be
made publicly known to the big-
wigs of society that, since with
the face of a living man the Grand
Examiner still could not frighten
the ghosts, they had better not try
to scare living men with the face
of a ghost.”
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SOME MORE STORIES

#% MR TU'S UNPLEASANT EXPERIENCE

IN A DREAM

An old man named Tu, a
native of I-shui, one day, when
coming out of the market-place,
seated himself at the foot of a
wall, waiting for his compan-
ions. Feeling a little tired, he
suddenly fell into a state of
dream, and saw a stranger
armed with a warrant of arrest
lead him away to a yamen,
«which he had never seen before.
There he observed a man wear-
ing the Wa Lung cap coming
forth, whom he at once recog-
nized to be none other than his
old friend, Mr Chang of Ch‘ing-
chou.

On seeing Tu, Chang asked
in surprise why he was there, to
which Tu replied, ““I don’t know
why; but here is the warrant for
my arrest.”” Thereupon Chang
began to suspect that the arrest
might have been made by
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mistake, and said he would find it
out for him, at the same time
bidding his friend not go away
from where he was, lest he
should go astray and give rise to
some unpleasant consequence.
So Chang went away and did
not return for a long time.
Meanwhile, the man armed
with the warrant of arrest came
up, and, acknowledging that he
had made the arrest by mistake,
forthwith set Tu free and told
him to go home. Accordingly,
Tu took his leave and proceeded
on his way. On the road, he
fell in with some six or seven
young ladies, all very charming
and nice looking; and, much
smitten with their charms, he
followed closely after them.
Turning out of the street, he
followed them straight into a
footpath, and had scarcely
walked a few more paces when
he heard his friend Chang cry
out after him, “Hey! Brother
Tu. Where are you going?”



TR RERER
B REELZA—
£5 > LIS EK
HEE LR

ORI
W — S0 » BDRL3Y
FERE » BUEE ) B
AR » $55R 115
BRR  TE S
HEBHEERT: » K >
& DABMIEE » BIA
s B8 HRTTE
2 EB BHE
BA -

SEHY > RIBRR

Wi ’E > B

SOME MORE STORIES

But Tu was so much smitten
with the girls that he kept on
walking until he saw them enter
a poor small house, which, as he
knew, belonged to a seller of
wine named Wang.

Thrusting himself into the
door and merely casting a
glance around, Tu found him-
self among a litter of porklings.
Now he awaked to the fact that
he was transformed into a pig,
though he still heard Chang cry
out to him outside the house.
*Terribly frightened at all this,
he immediately dashed his head
against the wall, when he heard
someone cry out, “One of the
porklings has had epileptic fits!”
But when he looked back, he
found himself a human being
again.

Rushing out in order to in-
quire all about it, Tu saw his
friend Chang awaiting him by
the wayside, who now began to
reprove him, saying, “I told
you not to go away from where
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you were, but you wouldn’t
heed my warning. And now you
have almost spoiled affairs.”
Then walkling hand in hand,
Chang escorted Tu as far as the
gate of the town, when the
former took his departure and
the latter suddenly woke up, to
find that he was still sitting
there leaning against the wall.

Subsequently, Tu went off to
make inquiry at Wang the wine-
seller’s, and, strange to say, he
actually found one of the pork-
lings had die@d by dashing its
head against the wall.
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SOME MORE STORIES

THE AN-CH‘I ISLAND

Grand Secretary Liu Hung-

hsiin, of Ch‘ang-shan, was sent-
o

on a mission to Korea, accom-
panied by a certain military
officer. Hearing that the An-ch‘i
Island was inhabited by immor-
tals, Mr Liu proposed to make
a voyage thither for sightseeing.
The courtiers of Korea, however,
all dissuaded him from his in-
tention, saying that he had
better wait till Little Chang
came, for the island was quite
isolated, having little or no
communication with any other
part of the world, and, as there
was only Little Chang who used
to go there once or twice a year,
it was necessary for any one
wishing to wvisit the island to
express his wish to him before
making the voyage. If Little
Chang approved of it, the voy-
ager might cross over to the
island safe and sound, otherwise
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the vessel would be capsized by
a typhoon.

A day or two afterwards the
King of Korea summoned Little
Chang to Court, when they saw
a man, wearing a sword at his
waist and a coir hat on his head,
being not much more than thirty
years of age and very refined-
looking, sitting there in the Hall
of Audience, who on being asked
his name, said he was no other
than Little Chang himself. Ac-
cordingly, Mr Liu stated his
intention of ywiting the island,
of which Little Chang approved,
but said that the former’s adju-
tant should not go with him.
Then, walking out and taking a
look at all the attendants of Mr
Liu, he added that only two of
them might accompany their
master on the journey, and ac-
cordingiy, ordering a vessel to
be ready, they set out for the
island together.

They hardly knew how far
they had traveled, but only
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perceived the breeze blowing.

gently, and felt as if they had

been sailing in the clouds or the .

mist, and byand by they reached
their destination.
in the depth of winter; yet, after
arriving at the island, they found
that the weather there was very
mild, and that flowers were to
be seen all over the cliffs and
the wvalleys. And, when con-

_ducted into a cave, they beheld

three old men sitting there cross-
legged, the two on either side
appearmg to take no notice of
themn when they entered, while
the one sitting in the middle rose
up and received them with due
courtesy.

After bidding them be seated,
the old man proceeded to call
for tea, whereupon a waiting
boy, taking a tray with him,
went out to a cliff hard by, on
which there was an iron awl,
the point of which had sunk in
the rock. When the boy drew
out the awl, the water began to

It was then
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gush forth, upon which he re-
ceived it with cups and, when
these were filled, stopped up the
hole again, and, carrying the
tray and cups on the palm of
his hand, went back to the
guests. The water was found
to be of alight green color, and,
on being tasted, it was found
to be so cold as to make the
teeth chatter and therefore Mr
Liu refrained from drinking it.
Thereupon the old man gave
orders to the boy by a mere
expression ¢ His face, and then
the latter went away with the
cups and drank up what was
left therein.

Returning to the old spot and
drawing out the awl as before,
the boy filled the cups and went
back again, this time the water
being very fragrant and clear,
and steaming and bubbling as
if fresh from the caldron. Mr
Liu secretly marveled at all this,
and proceeded to inquire of his
host as to what his luck would
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be, to which the latter replied,
smiling, “Being an old recluse,
I am ignorant even of the "
months and years; how could I
possibly understand mundane .
affairs?”” Mr Liu then asked
him about the secret of immor-
tality, but the old man only
replied that it was something
beyond the reach of a man of
wealth and rank. By and by
fr Liu took his leave, and Little
Chang escorted him back.

After returning to Korea, Mr

*Liu related to the King what

they had seen at the An-chi
Island, ‘upon which His Majesty
said with a sigh, “It is a pity
that you didn’t drink the cold
water that was offered you! It
is the precious fluid of Nature;
a single cup of it is able to pro-
long one’s life for one hundred
years.” Subsequently, when Mr
Liu was going to return to his
motherland, His Majesty the
King made him a present of
something infolded in numerous
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wrappers of paper and silk,
which, as His Majesty told him,
should net be opened and looked
at when near the sea. But, after
he had landed, Mr Liu lost no
time in tearing off the wrappers,
which numbered several hun-
dred in all, until at length he
beheld a mirror therein. Look-
ing closely at it, he found that
every aquatic animal of the
dragon family was presented to
his sight, and, while thus gazing
at it, he suddenlky beheld the
tide risingas2xgh as a house with
an uppey’ story and approaching
him iff a very threatening man-
ner. Dreadfully alarmed at this,
he ran away as fast as he could,
with the tide rolling after him
as swift as_a storm of wind and
rain. In a great fright, Mr Liu
flung the mirror at the tide,
which, all of a sudden, subsided.

THE END



8.

9.

I10.

13.

14.

15.

16.

7.

18..

19.

20.

X BERT
Students’ English Library

— O R 0-o—

Chinese Stories Translated

O i g SR ER S
English Riddles

* 3 Bk EE B 25 B AR
Translation from the Chinese

L £ Jb T i
English Composition Made Easy

XFEMEXAM B | W
Sentence Analysis by Diagram

% 3 | AT Ay 2 6
A Complete Course in English Conversation

XX BHEERE Bl I Ak G
A Peep into English Modern Life

*EEAN LN —® R b T N
Selected Junior Readings

P w3 LB K 8 BT A
Idiomatic Expressions Explained o

% %Ok OB BB M | e Y BE A
Short English Compositions i

% 9% 2 3 X [ K

11.-12. Common Grammatical “Arors

%%iﬁ&ii%&?/ 2K
Stepping Stones to Letter Writing

2 3 9 Bk B % e AR
Readings with Chinese Translations (Book One)

3 9 B MM A DS — ) 25 02 0
Readings with Chinese Translations (Book Two)

%ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ#(%:ﬂ&) & Bt
Stories in Dramatic Form

o3 B W fifs #e W 4
Easy English Diary Writing

"TES L B O 4
Useful Quotations

PSS B 6 B A
English Grammar Made Easy

& B | ¥ 4
English by Junior Students

@J?&éﬁﬂiﬂﬂtk‘ﬁ e

RIS DX



-

10.

Ix.

12.

13.

4.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

£Q.

(i85 %)

3.-3. Man and Student

EERXEAR WHEX
Caught and Others

BB Z B X
Some Stories and Some Essays

I Al R W E
Why I Love My Country and Others

o AW R ol
The Love-Letter

 w BERTRE
Advice to Young Men

H A E RENE
Talks on English Grammar

e/ R B A P&
Some Practical Helps for Pronunciation

XEHE—Y E N 2

Selected Short Stories (First Series)
LEHMEFIRBOE—B) bR ]

Sc]ec;tenslw Short Stories (Second Series)
%@E-fd'm‘ﬁﬁ’]‘ﬁﬁ(%iﬁ) 7% 4T 1A G

Selected Shor??"“*a,gies (Third Series)
REHBEABARRE=ZH RBEG

Selected Senior Readingy:

FE S H: R T
A Collection of Modern English Essays

BRELDHLE ERES
Thursday Evening and Other Tlays

EWmeE R EREE
Inspirational Selections

MR X E 3l <l
Some More Stories from The Liao Chai Chih I

B % B S B F O
Words Followed by Different Prepositions

X HEEAWRMEDE B3 8
English by Senior Students

OB & EX RS R

b e o el

-

B ot B e

L Rt

licarly



