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Advertifement,

HE Hint of the following

Piece was taken front
Chaucer'^ Houfe of

Fame. The Defign is in a man-
ner entirely alter d, the Defcrip-

tions and inofi of the particular

Thoughts my own : Tet I could

not fuffer it to l?e printed with-

out this Acknowledgment, or think

a Concealment of this Nature the

lefs unfair for leing common.
The Reader who would compare
this with Chaucer , may hegiii

with his Third Book of Fame,
there heing nothing in the Two
firjl Books that anfwers to their

Title.
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THE

TEMPLE
O F

FAME.
N that foft Sealbn when defcending

Showers

Call forth the Greens, and wake the

rifing Flowers
;

When opening Buds falute the welome Day,

And Earth relenting feels the Genial Ray ;

As
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As balmy Sle^p had cbarm'd my Cares to Reft,

A^d Love it fdf was banifli'd from my Bread,

(What Time the Morn myfterious Vifions brings.

While purer Slumber fpread their golden Wings)

A Train of Pluntojtns in wild Order jrofe.

And; j<Mn'd, rais l4ft<:lle<3;ual Scch-e compofe.

[Skies
;

I flood, methought, betwixt l^arth. Seas, and

The whole Creation open to my Eyes

:

In Air felf-balanc'd hung the Globe below.

Where Mountains rife, and circling Oceans flow ;

Here naked Rocks and empty Waftes were feen,

There tow'ry Cities., and the Forefts green :

Here failing Ships delight the wand'ring Eyes ;

There Trees, and intermingl'd Temples rile :

Now
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Now a clear Sun the iliining Scene difplays,

The tranfient Landfcape now in Clouds decaySv

O'er the wide Profpecl as I gaz'd around,

Sudden I heard a wild promifcuous Sound,

Like broken Thunders that at didance roar,

Or Billows murm'ring on the hollow Shoar :

Then gazing up, a glorious Pile beheld,

Whofe tow 'ring Summit ambient Clouds conceal'd.

High on a Rock of Ice the Strudure lay,

Steep its Afcent, and flipp'ry was the Way ;

The wond'rous Rock like Tarian Marble Ihone,

And feem'd to diflant Sight of folid Stone.

Inlcriptions here of various Names I view*d,

The greater Part by hoflile Time fubdu'd ;

Yet wide was fpread their Fame in Ages pafl.

And Poets once had promis'd they fliould lafl.

B Some
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Some freih engrav'd appear'd of Wits renown'd ;

I look'd again, nor coud their Trace be found.

Criticks I faw, that others Names deface.

And fix their own with Labour in their place :

Their oWn hke others loon their Place refign'd,

Or difappear'd, and left the firft behind.

Nor was the Work impair'd by Storms alone.

But felt th'Approaches of too warm a Sun :

For Fame, impatient of Extreams, decays

Not more by Envy than Excefs of Praife,

Yet Part no Injuries of Heav'n cou'd feel.

Like Crydal faithful to the graving Steel

:

The Rock's high Summit, in the Temple's Sliade,

Nor Heat could melt, nor beating Storm invade.

There Names infcrib'd unnumber'd Ages paft

From Time's firft Birth, with Time it felf iliall laft 5

Thefe
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' Thefe ever new, nor fubjed: to Decays,

Spread, and grow brighter with the Length of Days.

So Zemifla's Rocks (the beauteousWork of Frofl)

Rife white in Air, and gUtter o'er the Coaft

;

Pale Suns, unfelt, at diftance roll away,

I
» And on th' impaflive Ice the Lightnings play :

Eternal Snows the growing Mafs lupply,

Till the bright Mountains prop th' incumbent Sky

:

As ^tlas fix'd, each hoary Pile appears,

The gathered Winter of a thoufand Years.

On this Foundation Fame's high Temple (lands ;

Stupendous Pile ! not rear'd by mortal Hands.

Whate'er proud Romey or artful Greece beheld.

Or elder Babylon, its Frame excelFd.

P % Foiff
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Four Faces had the Dome, and cv'ry Face

Of various Structure, but of equal Grace :

Four brazen Gates, on Columns lifted high.

Salute the difT'rent Quarters of the Sky.

Here fabled Chiefs in darker Ages born.

Or Worthies old, whom Arms or Arts adorn.

Who Cities rais'd, or tam'd a monflrous Race ;

The fouj-fold Walls in breathing Statues grace

:

Heroes in animated Marble frown,

And Legifiatcrs feem to think in Stone.

Wefhvard* a iumptuous Frontiipiece appear'd,

Cn Dorick Pillars of white Marble rear'd,

Crown'd with an Architrave of antique Mold,

AvA Sculpture rifir-g on t\\t roughen'd Gold.

In



The Temple ^/Fame. 13

i In lliaggy Spoils here Thefetis was beheld.

And Terfens dreadful with Minerva's Shield :

There great Alc'ides (looping with his Toil,

Reds on his Club, and holds th' Hefperian Spoil.

Here Orfhetu fings ; Trees moving to the Sound

Start from their Roots, and form a Shade around :

Am^hmi there the loud creating Lyre

Strikes, and beholds a fudden Thebes alpire
;

Cytharon's Ecchoes anfwer'd to his Call,

And half the ^lountain roU'd into a Wall

:

There might you fee the lengthening Spires aicend,

The Domes fwell up, the widening Arches bend,

The growing Tow'rs like Exhalations rife.

And the huge Columns heave into the Skies.

The
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The Eaftern Front was glorious to behold.

With Diamond flaming, and Barbarick Gold.

There N'tnus ihone, who ipread i\iAjfyrian Fame,

And the great Founder of the Terfian Name

:

There in long Robes the Royal Magi fland,

Grave Zoroafter waves the circling Wand :

The fage Chaldaans rob'd in White appeared.

And Erachmans deep in defert Woods rever'd.

Thefe ftop'd the Moon, and call'd th' unbody'd Shades

To Midnight Banquets in the glimm ring Glades ;

Made vifionary Fabricks round them rife.

And airy Spedres skim before their Eyes ;

Of TaUfmans and Sigils knew the Pow'r,

And careful watch'd the Planetary Hour.

Superior, and alone, Confucius flood,

Who taught that ufeful Science, to be good.

But
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I

But on the South a long Majeflick Race

Of jEgyp's Priefts the gilded Niches grace.

Who raealur'd Earth, defcrib'd the (tarry Spheres,

And trac'd the long Records of Lunar Years.

High on his Car Sefoftris (truck my View,

y Whom Icepter'd Slaves in golden Harnefs drew

:

His Hands a Bow and pointed Jav'lin hold.

His Giant Limbs are arm'd in Scales of Gold.

Between the Statues Obelisks were plac'd.

And the learn'd Walls with Hieroglyphicks grac'd.

Of Gothick Strudure was tlie Northern Side,

O'erwrought with Ornaments of barb'rous Pride.

There huge ColofTes rofe, with Trophies crowned,

And Rnnick Charaders were grav'd around

:

There
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There fate Zamolxis with ereded Eyes,

And Odin here in mimick Trances dies.

There, on rude Iron Columns fmear'd with Blood,

The horrid Forms of Scythian Heroes flood,

'Druids and Bards (their once loud Harps unftrung)

And Youths that dy'd to be by Poets fung.

Thefe and a thoufand more of doubtful Fame,

To whom old Fables gave a lading Name,

In Ranks adorn'd the Temple's outward Face ;

The Wall in Luftre and EfFed: like Glafs,

Which o'er each Objedt calling various Dies,

Enlarges fome, and others multiplies.

Nor void of Emblem was the myftick Wall,

For thus Romantick Fame increafes all.

The
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The Temple iliakes, the founding Gates unfold.

Wide Vaults appear, and Roofs of fretted Gold,

Rais'd on a thouland Pillars, wreath'd around

With LawreI-Folia2;e, and with Eades crown'd :

Of bright, tranlparent Beryl were the Walls,

The Freezes Gold, and Gold the Capitals :

As Heaven with Stars, the Roof with Jewels glows^!

And ever living Lamps depend in Rows:

Full in the PafTage of each ipacious Gate

The fage Hiflorians in white Garments wait

;

Grav'd o'er their Seats the Form of Time was found.

His Scythe revers'd, and both his Pinions bound.

Within, flood Heroes who thro* loud Alarms

in bloody Fields purfa d Renown in Arms.

High on a Throne with Trophies charg'd, I view'd

The Touth that all things but himfelf liibdu'd

;

C His
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His Feet on Sceptres and Tiara's trod,

And his horn'd Head exprefs'd the Libyan God.

There defar, grac'd with both Minerva's, ihone

;

Cafar, the World's great Matter, and his own

;

Unmov'd, fuperior (till in every State ;
v

And fcarce detefted in his Country's Fate.

But chief were thofe who not for Empire fought,

But with their Toils their People's Safety bought

:

High o'er the reft Efaminondas flood ;

Timoleon, glorious in his Brother's Blood

;

And Scipo, Saviour of the Roman State,

Great in his Triumphs, in Retirement great.

Here too the Wife and Good their Honours claim,

Much-fuff'ring Heroes, of kfs noify Fame,

Fair
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f Fair Virtue's filent Train : Supreme of thefe

Here ever lliines rhe Godlike Socrates.

Here triumphs He whom Athens did expej,

In aJi things Juft, but when he fign'd the Shell.

Here his Abode the martyr'd Thocion claims.

With Agis, not the lafl of Spartan Names :

Unconquer'd Cato iliews the Wound he tore,

And Brutus his ill Genius meets no more.

But in the Centre of the hallow'd Qiiire

Six pompous Column's o'er the reft afpirc

;

Around the Shrine it Mi of Fame they ftand,

Hold the chief Honours, and the Fane command.

High on the firft, the mighty Homer Hione

;

Eternal Adamant compos'd his Throne

;

^ C 2. Father
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Father of Verfe ! in holy Fillets drefl.

His Silver Beard vvav'd gently o'er his Bread

;

Tho' blind, a Boldncfs in his Looks appears.

In Years he feem'd, but not impair'd by Years.

The Wars of Troy were round the Pillar feen

;

Here fierce Tydides wounds the Cyprian Queen

;

Here Hector glorious from Tatroclus Fall,

Here dragg'd in Triumph round the Trojan Wall,,

Motion and Life did ev'ry Part inlpire,

Bold w^as the Work, and prov'd the Matter's Fire
5

A flrong Expreffion moll he feem'd t'affed:.

And here and there difclos'd a brave Negled.

i;

A Golden Column next in Rank appear'd,

On which a Shrine of purefl Gold was rear'd

;

Finiih'd
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! Finilli'd the whole, and labour'd ev'ry Part,

With patient Touches of unweary'd Art

:

The Mantuan there in fober Triumph fate,

Compos'd his Poflure, and his Look fedate
;

On Homer ftill he fix'd a reverend Eye,

Great without Pride, in modeft Majefly.

In hving Sculpture on the Sides were Ipread

I
The Lat'tan Wars, and haughty Tiirnns dead

;

Eliza ftretch'd upon the fun'ral Pyre,

JEneas bending with his aged Sire

:

Troy flam'd in burnidi'd Gold, and o'er the Throne

Arms and the Man in Golden Cyphers Ihone.

Four Swans fuftain a Carr of Silver bright,

With Heads advanc'd , and Pinions ftretch'd for

Flight

:

Here
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Here, like fbme furious Prophet, Tindar rode.

And leem'd to labour with th' infpiring God.

A-crofs the Harp a carelefs Hand he flings,

And boldly finks into the founding Strings.

The figur'd Games of Greece the Column grace,

Neptune and Jove furvey the rapid Race

:

The Youth's hang o'er their Chariots as they run ;

The fiery Steeds feem flatting from the Stone

;

The Champions in diflorted Poflures threat,

And all appear'd Irregularly great.

Here happy Horace tun'd th' Aufonimt Lyre

To fweeter Sounds, and temper'd Tindafs Fire

:

Pleas'd with Alcaus manly Rage t'infufe '

The fofter Spirit of the Sapfhlck Mufe.

The
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The polifh'd Pillar difTerent Sculptures grace

;

A Work outlawing Monumental Brafs.

Here Imiling Loves and Bacchanals appear.

The Julian Star and Great Aiigtifitis here.

The Doves that round the Infant Poet Ipread

Myrtles and Bays, hung hov'ring o'er his Head

Here in a Shrine that cafl: a dazling Light,

Sate fix'd in Thought the mighty Stagyrite ;

His Sacred Head a radiant Zodiack crown'd,

And various Animals his Sides liirround

;

His piercing Eyes, ered:, appear to view

Superior Worlds, and look all Nature thro*.

With equal Rays immortal Ti/lly ilione,

The Roman Roftra deck'd the Conful's Throne

:

Gath'rins
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Gathering his flowing Robe, He feem'd to {land,

In A6t to fpeak, and graceful, ftretch'd his Hand;-

Behind, Rome's Genius waits with Civkk Crowns,

And the Great Father of his Country owns.

Thele mallie Columns in a Circle rife,

O'er which a pompous Dome invades the Skies

:

Scarce to the Top I ftretch*d my aking Sight,

So large it fpread, and fwell'd to fuch a Height.

Full in the midft, proud Fame's Imperial Seat

With Jewels blaz'd, magnificently great

;

The vivid Em'ralds there revive the Eye

;

The flaming Rubies iliew their fanguine Dye ;

Bright azure Rays from lively Saphirs ftream,

And lucid Amber cads a Golden Gleam.

With
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With various-colour'd Lights the Pavement fhone,

And all on fire appear'd the glowing Throne

;

The Dome's high Arch refle<2:s the mingled Blaze,

And forms a Rainbow of alternate Rays.

When on the Goddefs firft I cad my Sight,

Scarce leem'd her Stature of a Cubit's height,

But fvvell'd to larger Size, the more I gaz'd.

Till to the Roof her tow'ring Front fhe rais'd>

With her, the Temple ev'ry Moment grew,

And ampler Vifta's open'd to my View,

Upward the Columns llioot, the Rooft afcend.

And Arches widen, and long lies extend.

Such was her Form, as antient Bards have told.

Wings raife her Arms, and Wings her Feet infold

;

A Thoufand bufy Tongues the Goddefs bears,

(Ears.

And Thoufand open Eyes, and Thoufand lift'ning

D Beneath
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Beneath, in Order jang'd, the tuneful Nine

(Her Virgin Handmaids) Hill attend the Shrine;

With Eyes on Fame for ever fix'd, they fmg

;

For Fame they raile the Voice, and tune the String;

With Time's firft Birth began the Heav'niy Lays,

And laft Eternal thro' the Length of Days.

Around thefe Wonders as I cafl a Look,

The Trumpet founded, arid the Temple iliook.

And all the Nations, fummon'd at the Call,

From difT'rent Quarters fill the crowded Hall

:

Ofvarious Tongues the mingled Sounds were heard;

In various Garbs promifcuous Throngs appeared
;

Thick as the Bees, that with the Spring renew

Their flow'ry Toils, and fip the fragrant Dew,

i Wheu
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When the wing d Colonies firft tempr the Sky, '

O'er dusky Fields and fliaded Waters fly,

Or fettling, feize'the Sweets the Blofloms, yiel 1,

And a low Murmur runs along the Field.

Millions of fuppliant Crowds th^ Shrine attend.

And all Degrees before the Goddefs bend ;

The Poor, the Rich, the Valiant, arid the Sage,

And beading Youth, and Narrative old Age.

Their Pleas were diff'rent, their Requeft the fame

,

For Good and Bad alike are fond of Fame.

Some iliedi^rac'd, andfome with Flonours crown'd
;'

Unlike Succefles equal Merits found. I

Thus her Wind Sifter, fickle Fortune reigns,

And.undifcerning, fcatters Crowns and Chains.

D X Firft



28 The Temple of Fame.

Firft at the Shrine the Learned World appear,

And to the Goddefs thus prefer their Prayer :

Long have we fought t'inltrud and pleafe Mankind,

With Studies pale, with Midnight Vigils blind

;

But thank'd by few, rewarded yet by none,

We here appeal to thy fuperior Throne

:

On Wit and Learning the juft Prize beftow.

For Fame is all we mull exped: below.

The Goddefs heard, and bade the Mufes raife

The Golden Trumpet of eternal Praife :

From Pole to Pole the Winds difFufe the Sound,

That fills the Circuit of the World around ;

Not all at once, as Thunder breaks the Cloud

;

The Notes at firft were rather fweet than loud

:

By
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By juft degrees they ev'ry moment rife.

Fill the wide Earth, and gain upon the Skies.

At ev'ry Breath were balmy Odours Ihed,

Which {till grew fweeter as they wider fpread

:

Lels fragrant Scents th' unfolding Role exhales,

Or Spices breathing in Arabian Gaks.

Next thefe the Good and Juft, an awful Train,

Thus on their Knees addrefs'd the facred Fane.

Since living Virtue is with Envy curlt.

And the beft Men arc treated hke the worfl.

Do thou, juft Goddefs, call our Merits forth,

And give each Deed th' exadt intrinfic Worth.

Not with bare Juflice fliall your Adt be crown'd,

(Said Fame) but high above Defert renown'd

:

Let
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Let fuller N6tes th* applauding World amaze,

And the loud Clarion labour in your Praife. 3rf"? 1'

This Band difmifs'd, behold another Crowd

Prefer'd the fame Requefl, and lowly bow'd.

The conftant Tenourof whole vy ell Ipent Days

No lefs dcferv'd a juft Return of Praife.

But (trait the direful Trump of Slander founds.

Thro' the big Dome the doubling Thunder bounds

:

Loud as the Burfl: of Cannon rends the Skies,

The dire Report thro' ev'ry Region flics

:

In ev'ry Ear inceffant Rumours rung, fh oC

And gathering Scandals grew on ev'ry Tongue.

From the black Trumpet's rufty Concave broke

Sulphureous Flames, and Clouds of rolling Smoke

:

z-a The
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1

The pois'nous-Vapor blots the purple Skies,

And withers all before it as it flies.

A Troop came next, who Crowns and Armour
(wore.

And proud Defiance in their Looks they bore;,- !q

,
For thee (they cry'd) amidfl Alarms and Strife,. ,f)

We fail'd in Tempcds down the Stream of Life;
; y

For thee whole Nations fili'd with Flames and

Blood,
: •:n'::;r: -Y/

r And fvvam to Empire thro' the purple Flood, ^.y^

Thole Ills we dar'd thy Infpiration own, k -lodT

And all that Virtue feenVd was done for thee alone/,

Ambitious Fools
! (the Queen reply 'd, andfrown'd)/

Be all your Ads in dark Oblivion crown'd

;

There lleep forgot, with mighty Tyrants gone, \

Your Statues moulder'd, and your Names unknown.

Afud-
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A fudden Cloud (Irait fnatch'd them from my Sight,

And each Majeftick Phantom lunk in Night.'

Then came the fmalleft Tribe I yet had feen,

I^Iain was their Drefs, and modeft was their Mein.

Great Idol of Mankind ! we neither claim

The Praife of Merit, nor afpire to Fame

;

But fafe in Deferts from the Applaufe of Men,

Would die unheard of, as we liv'd unfeen.

'Tis all we beg thee, to conceal from Sight

Thofe Ads of Goodnefs, which themfelves requite.

O let us ftill the fecret Joy partake.

To follow Virtue ev'n for Virtue's fake.

And live there Men who flight immortal Fame ?

Who then with Incenfe fliall adore our Name ?

But
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But, Mortals know, 'tis ftiil our greatcfl Pride,

To blaze thofe Virtues which the Good would hide.

Rife! Mufes, rife! add all your tuneful Breath,

Thefe mud not fleep in Darknefs and in Death.

She laid : in Air the trembling Mufick floats.

And up the Winds triumphant fwell the Notes 5

So foft, tho' high, fo loud, and yet fo clear,

Ev'n lift'ning Angels lean'd from Heaven to hear :

To fartheft Shores th* Ambrofial Spirit flies.

Sweet to the World, and grateful to the Skies.

Next thefe a youthful Train their Vows exprefl:,

With Feathers crown'd, with gay Embroid'ry drefl

:

Hither, they cry'd, dired your Eyes, and fee

The Men of Pleafure, Drefs, and Gallantry ;

E Ours
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Ours is the Place at Banquets, Balls and Plays

;

Sprightly our Nights, polite are all our Days

;

Courts we frequent, where 'tis our pleafing Care

To pay due Vifits, and addrefs the Fair

:

In fad, 'tis true, no Nymph we cou'd perfuade.

But flill in Fancy vanquifli'd ev'ry Maid ;

Of unknown DutchefTes leud Tales we tell.

Yet would the World beUeve us, all were well.

The Joy let others have, and we the Name,

And what we want in Pleafure, grant in Fame.

The Queen aflents, the Trumpet rends the Skies,

And at each Blafl a Lady's Honour dies.

Pleas'd with the ftrange Succefs, vaft Numbers

preft

Around the Shrine, and made the fame Requefl

:

What
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What you (llie cry'd) unlearn'd in Arts to pleafc,

Slaves to your felves, and ev'n fatigu'd with Eafe,

Who lole a Length of undcferving Days
;

Wou'd you ufurp the Lover's dear-bought Praife ?

To jufl Contempt, ye vain Pretenders, fall.

The Peoples Fable, and the Scorn of all.

Strait the black Clarion lends a horrid Sound,

Loud Laughs burfl out, and bitter Scoffs fly round,

Whilpers were heard, with Taunts reviling loud.

And fcornful HifTes ran thro' all the Croud

Laft, thofe who boaft of mighty Mifchiefs done,

Enflave their Country, or ulurp a Throne
;

Or who their Glory's dire Foundation laid,

On Sovereigns ruin'd, or on Friends betray 'd,

E X Calm
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Calm, thinking Villains, whom no Faith can fix.

Of crooked Counfels and dark Politicks

;

Of thefe a gloomy Tribe furround the Throne,

And beg to make th' immortal Treafons known.

The Trumpet roars, long flaky Flames expire.

With Sparks, that feem'd to fet the World on fire.

At the dread Sound, pale Mortals flood aghafl.

And flartled Nature trembled with the Blafl.

This having heard and feen, fome Pow'r un-

known

Strait chang'd the Scene, andfnatch'd me from the

Throne.

Before my View appeared a Structure fair,

Its Site uncertain, if in Earth or Air;

With
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With rapid Motion turn'd the Manfion round

;

With ceafelefs Noife the ringing Walls refound

:

Not lels in Number were the Ipacious Doors,

Than Leaves on Trees, or Sands upon the Shores;

Which flill unfolded (land, hy Night, by Day,

Pervious to Winds, and open ev'ry way.

As Flames by Nature to the Skies afcend,

As weighty Bodies to the Center tend.

As to the Sea returning Rivers roll.

And the touch'd Needle trembles to the Pole:

Hither, as to their proper Place, arile

All various Sounds from Earth, and Seas, and Skies,

Or fpoke aloud, or whilper'd in the Ear

;

Nor ever Silence, Rell; or Peace is here.

As on the finooth Expanfe of Cryftal Lakes,

The flaking Stone at firft a Circle makes

;

The
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The trembling Surface, by the Motion flir'd,

Spreads in a fecond Circle, then a third

;

Wide, and more wide, the floating Rings advance.

Fill all the wat'ry Plain, and to the Margin dance.

Thus ev'ry Voice and Sound, when firft they break.

On neighb'ring Air a loft ImprelTion make

;

Another ambient Circle then they move,

That, in its turn, impels the next above

;

Thro' undulating Air the Sounds are lent,

And fpread o'er all the fluid Element,

There various News I heard, of Love and Strife,

Of Peace and War, Health, Sicknefs, Death, and

Life

;

Of Lois and Gain, of Famine and of Store,

Of Storim at Sea, and Travels on the Shore,

Of
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Of Prodigies, and Portents feen in Air,

Of Fires and Plagues, and Stars with blazing Hair,

Of Turns of Fortune, Changes in the State,

The Falls of Fav'rites, Projedls of the Great,

Of old Mifinanagements, Taxations new ;

All neither wholly falfe, nor wholly true.

Above, below, without, within, around,

Confus'd, unnumber'd Multitudes are found.

Who pafs, repafs, advance, and glide away

;

Hofls rais'd by Fear, and Phantoms of a Day.

Aflrologers, that future Fates foreihew.

Projectors, Quacks, and Lawyers not a few
;

And Priefts and Party-Zealots, num'rous Bands

With home-born Lyes, or Tales from foreign Lands

;

Each
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Each talk'd aloud, or in Ibme fecrer Place,

And wild Impatience flar'd in ev*ry Face :

The flying Rumours gathered as they rolFd,

Scarce any Tale was fboner heard than told

;

And all who told it, added fomething new,

And all who heard it, made Enlargements too,

In ev'ry Ear it fpread, on ev'ry Tongue it grew.

Thus flying Eaft and Weft, and North and South,

News traveled with Increafe from Mouth to Mouth

;

So from a- Spark, that kindled firfl by Chance,

With gath'ring Force the quickening Flames ad-

vance ;

Till to the Clouds their curling Heads alpire,

And Tow'rs and Temples fink in Floods of Fire.

When
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When rlius ripe Lyes are to perfedion fprung.

Full grown, and lit to grace a mortal Tongue,

Thro' thoufand Vents, impatient forth they flow.

And rafli in Millions on the World below.

Fame fits aloft, and points them out their Courfe,

Their Date determines, and prefcribes their Force

:

Some to remain, and ibme to periili foon.

Or wane and wax alternate like the Moon.

Around a thoufand winged Wonders fly.

Born by the Trumpet's Blaft, and fcatter'd thro' the

Sky.

There, at one PaiTage, oft you might furvey

A Lye and Truth contending for the way

;

And long 'twas doubtful, both fo clofely pent,

Which fird lliould ifl^ae thro' the narrow Vent

:

F At
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At lad agreed, together out they fly,

Infeparable now, the Truth and Lye

;

The ftrid: Companions are for ever join'd,

And this or that unmix'd, no Mortal e'er ihall find.

While thus I Hood, intent to fee and hear,

One came, methought, and vvhilper'd in my Ear ;

What cou'd thus high thy rafli Ambition raife ?

Art thou, fond Youth, a Candidate for Praife ?

'Tis true, faid I, not void of Hopes I came.

For who fo fond as youthful Bards of Fame?

But few, alas ! the caliial Bleffmg boaft,

So hard to gain, fo eafy to be loft

:

How vain that fecond Life in others Breath,

Th' Eftate which Wits inherit after Death !

: Eafe,
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^ Eafe, Health, and Life, for this we muft refign,

(Uniiire the Tenure, but how vafl: the Fine!)

The Great Man's Curfe without the Gains endure,

Be envy-'d, wretched, and be flatterd poor

;

All lucklefs Wits our Enemies profefl.

And all luccefsful, jealous Friends at bed.

Nor Fame I flight, nor for her Favours call

;

She comes unlook'd for, if llie comes at all

:

But if the Purchafe cods fb dear a Price,

f As foothing Folly, or exalting Vice:

Oh ! if the Mufe muft Matter lawlels Sway,

And follow fliil where Fortune leads the way ;

Or if no Bafis bear my rifmg Name,

But the fali'n Ruins of Another's Fame:

Then teach me, Ficavcn I to icorn the guilty Bays;

Drive from my Bread that wretched Lud of Praile;

F z Un-
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Unblemifh'd let me live, or die unknown,

Oh grant an honeft Fame, or grant me none!

4. ^^

NOTES
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NOTES.
^OME modern Criticks , from a fre-

tended Refinement ofTdJfe. have declared

themfeh-es unable to relijh allegorical

Toems. 'Tis not cafy to penetrate into

the meaning of this Criticifin ; for if Fable be al-

lowed one of the chief Beauties , or ^j Ariftonle

calls it, the very Soul of Toetry, 'tis hard to com-

prehend hoiv that Fable Jhould be the lefs valua-

ble for having a Moral. The Ancients conjiantly

made ufe of Allegories : My Lord B::iCon has com-
posed an exprefs Treat ife inproofofthis, entitled^

The Wifdom of the Antients ; vuhere the Reader
mayfee feveralparticular Fictions exemplify dand
explained '-ji'ith great Clearnefs , Judgment and
Learning. The Incidents indeed, by vuhich the Al-

legory is conveyed, mufi be vary'd, according to the

different Genius or Manners of different Times:

and they floould never be fpnn too long, or too much
cloggd vjith trivial Circumjiances, or little T^arti-

cularities. Wefind an unco?nmon Charm in Truths

when it is conveyed by this Side-vjoy to our Under-

ftanding \ and 'tis obfervable, that even in the

mofl ignorant Ages this vsay of Writing has found
Reception. Almoft all the Toems in the old Pro-

vencal
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vencal bad this Turn ; and from thefe it v:as

that Petrarch took the Idta of his Toetry. JVe
have his Trionfi in this kind ; and Boccace

ftirfn'd in the fame Track. Soon after Chau-
cer introduced it here , whofe Romaunt of the

Rofe , Court of Love , Flower and the Leaf,

Houfc of Fame, and fime others of his IVri-

tings are Mafler-fieces of this fort. In Epick
Toetry, 'tis true, too nice and exaB a T^nrftit of
the Allegory isjnftly efteem'd a Faulty ^//^^^ Chau-
cer had the T^'ifcernment to avoid tt in /j/^KiiightV

Tale, vuhich vjas an Attempt to''ji'ards an Efick
7oem. Ariofto., iz'ith lefs judgment, gave in-

tircly into it in his Orlando ; 'jvhich tho' carry'd to

an Excefs , hadyet fo much Reputation in Italy,

that Talfo {who reduced Heroick Poetry to the

jufter Standard of the Ancients) was forc'd to

frefix to his Work a fcrupulous Explanation ofthe

Allegory of it, to which the Fable itfelf could

fcarce have directed his Readers. Our Country-

man Spencer followed, whofe F^oem is almoji intire-

ly allegorical , and imitates the manner cf Ariofto

rather than that ^/TaiTo. "Dpon the w-hole, one

may obferve this fort of Writing {however dif-

continu'd of late) was in all Times fo far frcjn

being rejehcd by the befi Foets , that feme of
them have rather err'd by infifling in it too clofely,

and carrying it too far : And that to infer from
thence that the Allegory it felfis vicious, is apre-

fumptuous Contradiction to the Judgment and

FraBice of the greateft GeniuiS , both ancient

and modern.
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'P^g.ii. ver. 3. So Zcmbla spooks, ^c.

Thd' afhortVertfimilitude be not reqn'ifd in the

^efiri^tions of this vifionary and allegorical kind

ofiPoetry, 'jjhich admits ofevery '^'ild Objeci that

Fancy may prefev.t in a 'T)ream, and ''jjhere it is

Jnjfcient if the moral Meaning atone for the Im-
probability : Tet Men are naturally fb defirous of
Truth, that a Reader is generaUy fleas'd, in fnch
a Cafe, li'ith fome Exctije or Jllhijion thatfecmsto
reconcile the \Defcrij?tion to Probability and Na-
ture. The Simile here is of that fort, and ren-

ders it not '-izholly unlikely that a Rock of Ice

fhould remain for ever , by mentioning fcmething

like it in the Northern Regions, agreeing vjith the

Accounts of our modern Travellers.

T . 11. ver. I. Four Faces had the Dcme, ^c.

The Temple is defcrib'd to be fquare, the four
Fronts vuith open Gates facing the different gar-
ters of the IVorId, as an Intimation that all Na-
tions of the Earth may alike be receiv'-d into it.

The Weftem Front is f?/ Grecian Architecture : the

^orick Order vjaspeculiarly facred to Heroes and
TVarriors. Thofe vjhofe Statues are here men-
tioned, vjere the firft Names ofold Greece in Arms
and Arts.

Tag. 13. ver. 3. There great ^/a</(?j", dec.

This Figure of Hercules is dravun '•juith an eye to

the Tofition of the famous Statue (/Farnefc.
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\

T^ag. 14. ver. 4. And the great Founder of the i

Ferjian Name.

Cyrus -'juas the Beginner of the Perfian, as Ni-
\

nus isjos of the AlTyrian Monarchy. The Magi *

a7id Chaldeans {the chiefofwhom isuas Zoroafter) -;

ernploy'd their Studies upon Magick and Aftrology

^

which "was in a manner almoft all the Learning
\

of the antlent Afian 'People. JVe have fcarce any
\

Account of a moral Thllofopher except Confucius,
\

the great Lawgiver of the Chinefe, who llv'd

about two thou[and Tears ao-o.
',

"Pag. 15'. ver. 2. Egypt's PriePtS, ^c.

The Learning of the old Egyptian Priefts con-
j

Jlftedfor the moft part In Geometry and Aftrono- \

my : They alfo preferv'd the Hlftory of their Na- J

tion. Their greateft Hero upon Record Is Scfol^
"

tris, whofe Acllons and Conqiiefts ?nay be feen at
\

large in Diodorus, ^c. He Is fald to have
\

cans''d the Kings he vanqnljh'd to draw him In
\

his Chariot. The Toftiire of his Statue, In thefe
\

Verfes, Is correfpondent to the Defcrlptlon which \

Herodotus gives of one of this Prince's Statues
j

remaining in his own time. "j

Pag. 15". ver. 11. Of Gothick Structure was
j

the Northern Side.
j

\

The Architecture Is agreeable to that part of the ]

IForld. The Learning of the Northern Nations
^

la\ more obfcure than that of the reft. Zamolxis ',

was '^
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"ji'as the T)ifciple of Pythagoras, ^^ho taught the
Immortality of the Soul to the Scythians. Odia,
or Woden , 'juas the great Legiflator and Hero of
the Goths. They tell us of him that being fub-
jeB to Fits, he perfuaded his FoUovuers, that du-
ring thofe Trances he received Infpirations fro7n
whence he diBated his La-'jus. He isfaid to have
been the Inventor of the Runic Characfers.

^ag. 16. ver. 5. Druids ^//^ Bards, ^f.

Thefe were the Triefis and Toets of thofe Teo-
fie, fo celebratedfor their favage Virtue. Thcfe
heroick Barbarians accounted it a 'Diftjonour to die

in their Beds, and rujh'd on to certaiii Tieath in

the TrofpeB ofan After-Life, andfor the Glory of
a Song from their Bards in Traife of their Anions.

Vag.iy. ver. uk. The Youth that all things but
himfelffubdu'd.

Alexander the Great : The Tiara was the Crown
"peculiar to the Afian Trinces : His T)ejire to be

thought the Son <?/^ Jupiter Amnion cans'd him to

wear the Horns of that God, and to reprefent the

fame tipon his Coins, which was continttd by fe-

deral of his Succejfors.

Tag. 10. ver. 10. Timoleon glorious in his Bro-

ther's Blood.

Timoleon had fav'd the Life of his Brother

Timophanes in the Battel between the Argives
G and
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/sr/7<^ Corinthians ; but afterwards kiWd h'm when
he ajfeBedthe Tyranny, preferring his'Duty to his

Country to all the Obligations of Blood.

Taf-f. 19. ver. 3. • He whom Athens diiA

expel,

In all things juO:, but when he fign'd the

Shell.

Ariftides, who for his great Integrity was dijiin-

giiiflfd by the Appellation of the Juft. JVhen his

Countrymen would have banijb'd him by the O-
ftraciim, where it w^s the Cujiom for every Man
to Jign the Name of the 'Perfon he voted to Exile

in an Oyfter-Shell ; a '^Peafant, who could not write,

came to Ariftides to do it for him^ who readily

fign'd hi4 own Name. Vide Plutarch. See the

fame Author ^/Phocion, Agis, ^c.

Pag. 19. ver. 9. But in the Center of the

hallow'd Quire, ^c.

In the midfi of the Temple, nearefi the Throne

of Fame, are placed the greateft Names in Learn-

ing of all Antiquity. Thefe are defcrib'd /;/ fuch
Attitudes as exprefs their different Characters.

The Columns on which they are rats'd are adorned

with Sculptures, taken from the moft ftriking

SubjeBs of their Works ; which are fo executed,

as that the Sculpture bears a Refemblance in its

Manner and CharaBer , to the Manner and Cha-

raBer of their Writings.

Tag.



NOTES. 51

Tag. II. "ver. 13. Four Swans flidain, ^c.

Pindar being featedin a Chariot, alludes to the

Chariot-races he celebrated in the Grecian Games.
The Swans are the Emblems of the Ode, as their

faring Toftire intimates the Sublimity and Atfi-

vity of his Genius. Neptune prefided over the

Iflhmian, and Jupiter over the Olympian Games.

Tag. zz. ver. 13. Pleas'd with Alc^ttts Man-
ly Rage t' infufe

The fofter Spirit of the Sapphick Muft.

This exfrejfes the mixt Character ofthe Odes of
Horace. 77:?^ fecond of thefe Verfes alludes to

that Line of his :

Spiritum Graise tenuem Camoense.

As another which follows, to that,

Exegi Monumentum sere perennius.

The A6iion of the Doves hints at a Tajfage in the

^th Ode of his third Book.

Me fabulofe Vulture in Appulo,

Altricis extra Hmen Apulise,

Ludo fatigatumque ibmno,

Fronde nova puerum Palumbcs

Texere ; mirum quod foret omnibus

Ut tuto ab atris corpore viperis

Dorraircm & urfis : ut permercr facra

Q z Lauro-
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Lauroque, collataque myrto,

Non fine Dis animolus infans.

Which may be thus EngUflfd-y

Whileyet a Child, I chanc'd to Jiray,

And in a T^efart Jleefing lay
;

The favage Race withdrew, nor dar'd

To touch the Mufcs future Bard:
But Cyther^a'j" gentle T)ove

Myrtles and Bays around me /pread.

And crown'dyour Infant ^oefs Head^

Sacred to Mufick and to Love,

FINIS.
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