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BOOK XIV.

SETTLEMENT OF THE ENGLISH IN THE AMERICAN
ISLANDS.

NEW order of things now opens itfelf to our view.
A_ England is, in modern hiftory, the country of great
political phenomena, It is there that we have feen liberty
the moft violently combating with defpotifm, {ometimes
trampled under its fcet, at other times vitorious in its
turn. It is there that its triumph has been completed ;
which every thing, even the fanaticifm of religion, hath
concurred in bringing about. There it is, that one king,
juridically brought to the fcaffold, aud another depofed,
with his whole race, by the decree of the nation, have
given afgreat leffon to the earth.. There it is, that in the
midft of civil commotions, and in the intervals of moment-
ary tranquillity, we have feen the exaét and deep fciences
carried to their greateft perfetion ; we have feen the minds
of men accuftomed to reafon, to refle&®, and to turn their
attention particularly to government. It is there, in a
word, that, after long and violent Rruggles, that conftitu~
tion hath been formed, which, if it be not perfe, and
free from all inconveniencies, is, at leaft, the moft hay pily
{uited o the fituation of the country ; the moft favourable
to its trade; the beft calculated to unfold genius, elo-

quence, and all the powers of the human mind; the only
Vol. F.



2 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Bk XI¥7.

conftitution, perhaps, fince man hath lived in a focial
ftate, where the laws have fecured to him his dignity, his
perfonal liberty, and his frecdom of thought ; where, in a
word, they have made him a citizen, that is to fay, a con-
ftituent and integral part of the conftitution of the ftate
and of the nation.

The flate of Excraxnp had not yet difplayed to the
England when  world this great fcene, when her fettle-
Sbe began to ments in the archipelago of America

SJorm fettlements  were firlt begun. Iler agriculture was
in the American not extended either to gax or hemp.
iflands. The attempts that had been made to

raife  mulberry-trees, and  breed filk-
wormg, had been unfuccefsful. The labours of the huf-
bandman were wholly engaged in the growing of corn,
which, notwithftanding the turn of the nation for rural
employments, was feldom fuflicient for home confumption,
and many of their granaries were ftored from the ficlds
bordering on the Baltic.

Induftry was ftill lefs advanced than agriculture. It
was confined to woollen manufattures. Thefe had been
increafed fince the exportation of unwrought wool had
been prohibited ; but thefe iflanders, who feemed to work
only for themfelves, were ignorant of the method of
fpreading thofe elegant ornaments upon their ftuffs, which
tafte contrived, to promote the fale and confumption of
them. They fent their cloths over to Holland, where the
Dutch gave them their colouring and glofs ; from whence
they circulated all over Europe, and were even brought
back to England.

Navigation fcarce employed, at that time, ten thoufand
failors. Thefe were in the fervice of exclufive companies,
which had engroffed every branch of trade, not excepting
that of woollen cloth, which alone conftituted a tenth part
of the commercial riches of the nation. Thefe, therefore,
were centered in the hands of three or four hundred per-
fons, who agreed, for their own advantage, to fix the price
of gaods, both at going out and coming into the kingdom.
The privileges of thefe monopolizers were exercifedun the
capital, where the court fold the provinces, ILondon
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alone had fix times the number of thips that all the other
ports of England had.

The public revenue neither was nor could be very con-
fiderable. Tt was farmed out; a ruinous method, which
has preceded the citablifhment of finance in all ftates, but
has only been continued under arbitrary governments.
"'he expences were proportionable to the low ftate of the
treafury. The fleet was {mall, and the fhips fo weak,
that in times of ncceffity the merchantmen were turned
into men of war. A hundred and fixty thoufand militia,
which was the whole military ftrength of the nation, were
armed in time of war. There were no ftanding forces in
time of peace, and the king himfelf had no guards.

With fuch confincd powers at home, the nation fhould
not have ventured to extend itfelf in fettlements abroad.
Notwithttanding this, fome colonies were eftablithed, which
laid a folid foundation of profperity. The origin of thefe
fettlements was owing to certain events, the caufes of
which may be traced very far back.

Whorver is acquainted with the Caufes which
hiltory and progrefs of the Englith go-  baftened the po-
vernment, knows that the regal authority  pulution of the
was for a long time balanced only by a  Britifb iflands.
fmall number of great proprictors of
laud called barons. They perpcrually oppreffed the
people, the greater part of whom were degraded by
flavery 5 and they were conftantly {lruggling againft the
power of the crown, with more or lefs fuccefs, according
to the character of the leading men, and the chance of
circumftances. Thefe political diffenfions occafioned much
bloodthed.

The kingdom was exhaufted by inteftine wars, which
had lafied two hundred years, when FHenry VII affumed
the veins of government on the decifion of a battle in which
the nation, divided into two camps, had fought to give itfelf
a mafter.  That able prince availed himfelf of the flate of
depreflion into which a feries of calamities had funk his
fubjeétsgto extend the regal authority, the limits of which,
the anarchy of the feudal government, though continually
encroaching upon them, had never been able to fix. He
was affitted in this undertaking by the faction which had

Az
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placed the crown upon his head, and which, being the
weakeft, could not hope to maintain itlelf in the principal
employments to which thofe who were engaged in it had
been raifed, unlefs they [upported the ambition of their
leader, This plan was ftrengthened, by permitting the
nobility, for the firft time, to alienate their lands, This
dangerous indulgence, joined to a tafte for luxury, which
then began to prevail in Europe, brought on a great revo-
lution in the fortunes of individuals. The immenfc ficfs
of the barons were gradually diffipated, and the eftates of
the commoners increafed.

The rights belonging to the feveral eflates being divid-
cd with the property of them, it became fo much the more
difficult to unitc the will and the power of many againit
the authority of one. 'The monarchs took advantage of
this period, fo favourable to their ambition, to govern
without controul. T'he decayed nobility were in fear of
a power which they had reinforced with all their loffes.
The cominons thought themfelves {ufficiently honoured by
the priviloge of impofing all the national taxes. The
people, in fome degree eafed of ther yoke, by this flight
alteration in the coultitution, and whofe circle of ideas is
always confined to bufinefs or labour, became tired of
{editions, from the defolation and miferies which were the
confequence and the punifhment of them. So that, while the
uation was employed in {carch of that fovereign authority
which had been loft in the confufion of civil wars, its
views were fixed upon the monarch alone.  The majefty
of the throne, the whole luftre of which was centered in
him, fcemed to be the fource of that authority, of which
it fhould ouly be the vitible fign and permanent inflru-
ment.

Such was the fitvation of England, when James I was
called thither from Scetland, as being fole heir of the two
kingdoms, which, by his acceflion, were united under oue
head. A turbulent uobility, imparting their fury to their
barbarous vaffals, had kindled the fire of fedition in thofy
porthern mountains which divided the ifland into two
diftin& ftates. The monarch had, from his earlieft years,
been as aver{e from limited authority, as the people were
from defpotifm and abfolute monarchy, which then pre-
vailed all over Europe ; and, as the new king was equal to
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other fovereigns, it was natural that he fhould be ambitious
of the fame power.  His predeccflors had enjoyed it, even
in England, for a centtry palt.  But he was not aware
that they owed it to their own political abilities, or to
{avourable civcumilances.  "This rddigious prince, who be-
ileved he held all from God and nothing from men, fancied
that flrength of reafon, wifdom, and council, was centered
in himfelf, and fcemed to arrogate to himfelf that infalli-
bility of which the pope had been deprived by the refor-
mation, the tenets of which he adopred, though he difliked
them.  Thefe fulfe priuciples, which tended to change
government into a myftery of religion, the more odious,
as it equally influences the opinions, wills, and attions, of
men, were {o rooted in his mind, together with all the
other prejudices of a bad education, that he did not even
think of fupporting them with any of the human aids of
prudence or force.

Nothing could be more repugnant to the general difpofi-
tion of the people than this {yftem. All was in commo-
tion both at home and abroad. The difcovery of America
had haftened the advancement of Europe. Navigation
extended round the whole globe. The mutual intercourfe
of nations would foon have removed pre'judices, and opened
the door to induftry and knowledge. 'The mechanical and
liberal arts were extended, and were advancing to per-
feion by the luxury thit prevailed. Literature acquired
the ornaments of tafte; and the fciences gained that de-
gree of folidity which fprings from a fpirit of calculation
and commerce. The circle of politics was extended.
"I'his univerfal ferment exalted the ideas of men. The
feveral bodies which compofed the monftrous Coloffus of
Gothic government, roufed from that lethargic ftate of
ignorance in which they had been funk for many ages,
foon began to exert themfelves on all fides, and to form
enterprifes. On the continent, where mercenary troops
had been adopted, under pretence of maintaining difci-
pline, moft princes acquired an unlimited authority, op-
prefling their fubjefls cither by force or intrigue. In
England, the love of liberty, fo natural to every feeling or
thinkfing man, excited in the people by the authors of
religious innovations, and awakened in the minds of men, .
enlightened by becoming converfant with the great writers-

A3
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of antiquity, who derived from their democratic govern~
ment that fublimity of reafon and fentiment Ly which
they are diftinguithed ; this love of liberty kindled in every
gencrous breaft the utmoft abhorrence for unlimited au-
thority. The afcendant which Elizabeth found means to
acquire and to preferve, by an uninterrupted profperity of
forty years, withheld this impatience, or turned it to en-
terprifes that were beneficial to the ftate.  But no fooner did
another branch afcend the throne, and the feeptre devolve
to a monarch, who, by the very violence of his pretenfions,
was not much to be dreaded, than the nation aflerted its
tights, and entertained the ambitious thoughts of govern-
ing itfelf.

It was at this period that warm difputes arofz between
the court and the parliament. Both powers feemed to be
making trial” of their ftrength by continual oppofition.
The prince pretended, that an entire paffive obedience was
due to him; and that national affemblies were only the
ornaments, not the bafis, of the conftitution. The citizens
loudly exclaimed againft thefe principles, always weak
when they come to be difcuffed ; and maintained, that the
people were an effential part of government, as well as the
monarch, and, perhaps, in a higher degree. The one is
the matter, the other the form. Now, the form may,
and muft change, for the prefervadon of the matter,
The fupreme law is the welfare of the people, not that of
the prince; the king wmay die, the monarchy may be at
an end, and fociety fubfift without either monarch or
throne. In this manner the Englifh reafoned at the dawn
of liberty. They quarrelled, they oppofed, and thrcatened
each other. Jumes died in the midlt of thele debates,
leaving his fon to difcufs his rights, with the refolution of
extending them.

The cxpericnce of all ages has Mewn, that the {tate of
tranquillity which follows the eflablithment of abfolute
power, occafions a coolnefs in the minds of the people,
damps their courage, cramps their genius, and throws a
whole nation into an univerfal lethargy. DBut et us cx-
plain the fucceffive progreflion of this mifery ; and let the
people be acquainted with the profound ftate of annghila-
tion into which they are funk, or with which they are

menaced,
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As foon as the great ubje@, which men only view with
fear and trembling, hath been raifed up in the midft of
the nation, the fubjeés are divided into two clafles. One
of them keeps at a diftance, from fear; the other ap-
proaches this obje&, from ambition ; and the latter flatters
itfelf with fecurity, from the confcioufnefls of its meannefs,
It forms, between the defpot and the reft of the nation, an
order of fubaltern tyrants, not lefs fufpicious, and move
cruel, than their mafter. One hears nothing from them
but thefe words: the king hath faid it; it 1s the king’s
pleafure; I have feen the king ; I have fupped with the
king; it is the king’s intention. Thefe words are always
litened to with aftonifhment ; and they are foon confider-
ed as the orders of the fovereign. Should there be any
energy remaining, it is among the military, whofe fenfe of
their own importance only ferves to make them more in-
folent. What part doth the prieft adt in this conjun&ure ?
If he be in favour, he completes the {lavithnefs and de-
generacy of the people by his example and by lis dil-
courfes: if he bé’neglefted, he grows out of humour, be-
comes fa&ious, and feeks out fome fanatic, who will facri-
fice himfelf to his views. In all parts where there are ro
fixed laws, no juftice, no unalterable forms, no real pro-
perty, the influence of the magiftrate is hittle or nothing -
he waits only for a fignal to become whatever one may
choofle. The great noblemdn cringes before the prince,
and the people cringe before the great nobleman. The
natural dignity of man is eclipfed ; and he hath not the
leaft idea of his rights.  Around the defpot, his agents and
his favourites, the fubjeéts are crufhed under foot, with the
fame inadvertence that we crufh the infe&s which fwarn
among the duft of our fields. The morals are become
corrupt. There comes a time when the moft inordinate
vexations, and the molt unheard-of outrages, lofe their atro-
cious character, and no longer excite horror. Any one
who fhould pronounce the names of virtue, of patriotifm,
and of cquity, would only be confidered as a man of too
much warmth ; an expreflion which always implies an ab-
jeét indulgence of crimes by which we profir.  The body
of the nation becomes diffolute and fuperltitious ; for def-
potifm cannot be eltablifhed without the intcrference of
fuperftition, nor be maintained without its fupport ; and:

A g
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fervitude leads on to debauchery, which affords fome relief
to the mind, and is never fupprefled. Men of information,
if there be any of them remaining, have their views ; they
pay their court to the great, and profefs the religion of po-
licy. Tyranny, leading on in its train a number of fpies
and informers, thefe are confequently to be found in all
ftates, not excepting the moft diflinguithed of them. The
lgaft indifcretion affuming the hue 0% high treafon, enemies
are very dangerous, and friends become fufpicious. Men
think little, gly nothing, and are afraid of reafoning : they
are even alarmed at their own ideas. The phi%ofopher
keeps his thoughts to himfelf, as the rich man conceals his
treafure. T'he man who leads the betft life is the moft un-
known. Miitruft and terror form the bafis of the general
manners, The citizens live feparate from each other ; and
the whole nation becomes melancholy, pufillanimous, ftupid,
and filent.  Such is the feries, fuch the fatal fymptoms, or
the fcale of mifery, by which every nation may learn the
degree of its own wretchednefs. .

If, in licu of the preceding phenomena, we imagine
others that are dire€tly contrary, they will indicate that
motion of legiflative bodies which tends to liberty. It is
diforderly, it israpid, it is violent, It is a fever, more or
lefs ardent, but always attended with convulfions. Every
thing announces {edition and murders. Every thing makes
the people tremble, left a general diffolution fhould take
place 5 and if they be not deftined to experience this lait
evil, it is in blood that their felicity muft revive.

Lngland experienced this in the beginning of the reign
of Charles I, who, though not fo great a pedant as his %
ther, was equally fond of authority. The divifion which
had begun between the king and the parliament, (pread it-
felf throughout the nation.  The higheft clafs of the nobi-
lity, and the fecond, which was the richeft, afraid of bein
confounded with the vulgar, engaged on the fide of the
king, from whom they derived that borrowed luftre, which
they returned him by a voluntary and venal bondage. As
they ftill poffeflicd moft of the confiderable land cftates,
they engaged almoft all the country people’in their party ;
who naturally love the king, becaufe they think he fuft
love them. Loudon, and all the great towns, infpired by
municipal government with the republican fpirit, detlared
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for the parliament, and drew along with them the trading
part of the nation, who, valuing themfelves as much as the
merchants in Holland, afpired to the. fame freedom as that
democracy.

Thefe divifions brought on the fharpeft, the moft bloody,
and the moft obiltinate, civil war ever recorded in hiftory.
‘Never did the Englith fpirit fhew itfelf in fo dreadful a
manner. Every day exhibited freth fceres of violence,
which feemed to have been already carried to the highett
excels ; and thefe again were outdone by others, {till more
atrocious. It feemed as if the nation was juft upon the
brink of deftru&ion, and that every Briton had {worn to
bury himfelf under the ruins of his country.

In thisgeneraltumult, the moft moderate By awhat men
fought for a peaceable retreat in the the Braugh
American iflands, which the Englith had  iflands avere
lately feized upon. The tranquillity they  pegpled.
found therc, induced others to follow
them. While the fedition was {preading in the mother-
country, the colonies grew up and were peopled. The pa-
triots who had fled from fa&ion were foon after joined by
the royalifts, who were opprefled by the rcpublican party,
which had at laft prevailed.

Both thefe were followed by thofe reftlefs and fpirited
men, whole ftrong pafliens inipire them with great defires
and vaft projects ; who defpife dangers, hazards, and fa-
tigues, and wifth to fee no other end to them but death or
fortune ; who know of no medium between afluence and
want ; equally calculated to overturn or to ferve their coun-
try, to lay it wafte or to enrich it.

The iflands were alfo the refuge pf merchants who had
been unfortunate in trade, or were reduced by their credi-
tors to a ftate of indigence and idlenefs. Unable as they
were to fulfil their engagements, this very misfortune paved
the way to their profperity. After a few years they re-
turned with affluence into their own country, and met with
the higheft refpeft in thofe very places from whence they
had been banithed with ignominy and contempt.

his refource was ftill more neceflary for young people,

who in the firflt tranfports of youth had been drawn into

exceffes of debauchery and licentioufnefs.  If they had not-
A~
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quitted their country, fhame and difgrace, which never fail
to deprefs the mind, would have prevented them from reco-
vering either regularity of manners or public eftcem. But,
“in another country, where the experience they had of vice
might prove a leflon of wifdom, and where they had no oc-
cafion to attempt to remove any unfavourzble impreflions,
they found, after their misfortunes, a harbour in which they
vefted with fafety.  Their induftry made amends for their
paft follies ; and men who had left Europe like vagabonds,
and who had difgraced it, returned honeft men, and uleful
members of fociety.

All thefe fevcrarcoloniﬂs had at their difpofal, for the
clearing and tilling of their lands, the moft profligate fet
of men of the three kingdoms, who had deferved death for
capital crimes; but who, from metives of humanity and
good policy, were fuffered to live and to work for the bene-
fit of the ftate. Thefe malefactors, who were tranfported
for a term of years, which they were to fpend in flavery,
became induftrious, and acquired mauners, which placed
them once more in the way of fortune. There were fome of
thofe, who, when reftored to fociety by the freedom they
had gained, became planters, heads of families, and the
owners of the beft plantations; a proof how much it is for
the intereft of a civilized fociety to admit this lenity in the
penal laws, fo conformable to human wature, which is frail,
but capable of fenfibility, and of turning from evil to
good.

Under what Tne mother-country, however, was
Jorm of govern-  too much taken up with its own dometlic
ment the Brity/h  dillenfions, to think of giving laws to the

flands cwere iflands under its domiuion ; and the co-
Sablifbed. lonifts were not fufficiently enlightened to

draw up fuch a fyftem of legiflation as
was fit for an infant focicty.  While the civil war was rec-
tifying the government in England, the colonies, jult emerg-
ing from a ftate of infancy, formed their own conftitution
upon the model of the mother-country. 1In each of thefe
feparate fettlements, a chief reprefents the king ; a council,
the peers ; and the deputies of the feveral diftriéts, ¢he
commons. The general affembly ena&s laws, regulates
taxes, and judges of the adminiftration. The executive
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part belongs to the governor 5 who alfo occafionally deter-
mines upon caules which have not been tried before, but in
conjunétion with the council, and by the majority of votes.
But as the members of this body derive their rank from
him, it is feldom that they thwart his defigns.

Great Britain, to reconcile her own interefts with the
freedom of her colonies, took care that no laws fhould be
enaéted there which were inconfiftent with their own. She
hath required that her delegates fhould take an oath, that
in the places {ubje¢t to their authority, they would never
allow, upon any pretence whatever, any deviation from the
regulations eftablilhed for the profperity of her trade. This
tie of an oath hath been contrived, becaufe, as the iflands
themlelves regulate and pay the greater part of the falaries
of their chiefs, it was to be apprehiended that fome of thefe
commanders might endcavour to excite liberality by their
indulgence. Another check hath been put to corruption.
It is neceffary that the ftipend granted to the governor,
thould extend to the whole duration of his admimftration ; .
and that it fhould be the object of the firlt bill paffed on his
arrival.  Thefe precautions have however appeared infuffi-
cient to fome perfons of a defpotic turn of mind.  Accord-
ingly, it hath been their opinion, to proferibe a cuftom,
which in fome meafure made thofe who iffue orders depend-
ent upon men who were fubordinate to them ; but the par-
liament have always refufed to make this alteration. Jultly
dreading that fpirit of rapacioufuefs which induces men.to
crofs the feas, they have always kept up a cuftom which
they think proper to. check the fpirit of cupidity and ty-
ranny. It is with the fame view that they have decreed
againft thofe governors who fhould violate the laws of the
colonies, the fame penaltics as are inflited in England on
thofe who trefpafs upon the national conftitution.

The parliament have likewile empowered the iflands, to
have in the mother-country deputies appointed to take care
of their interefts. Their principal duty is to obtain the
canfirmation of the ftatutes pafled in the colonies. Thefe
adts are executed provifionally : but they do not pafs into
a law till they have been approved of by the fovereign.
Tlys fanction once obtained, they can only be revoked by
an aflembly of the colony itfelf, or by the parliament’;
which exercifes fupreme authority over Ahe whole empire., .-

6 .
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The bufinefs of the agents of the iflands at London, is the
fame as that of the reprefentatives of the people in the Bri-
tith fenate.  Unhappy will it be for the ftate, if ever it
thould difregard the clamours of the reprefentatives, who-
ever they may be. The counties in England would rife ;
the colonies would fhake off their allegiance in America ;
the treafures of both worlds would be loft to the mother-
country, and the whole empire would fall into confufion.

The fources of public felicity have not yet been corrupt-
ed by this improper fpirit. The fettlements formed in the
‘Weft Indies have been always attached to their own coun.
try by the ties of blood, and by thofe of neceflity. Their
planters have been conftantly looking up to their mother-
country, who is ever attentive to their prefervation and
their improvement. One might fay, that as the eagle, who
never lofes fight of the neft where fhe fofters her young,
London feems to look down upon her colonies, and to fece
them grow up and profper under her tender carc. Her
numberlefs veflels, covering an extent of two thoufand
leagues with their,proud fails, form, as it were, a bridge
over the ocean; by which they keep up an uninterrupted
communication between both worlds.  With good laws,
which maintain what fhe has once eftablifhed, fhe preferves
her poffeflions abroad without a ftanding army, which is al-
ways an oppreflive and ruinous burden. Two very {mall
corps, fixed at Antigua and Jamaica, are fufficient for a
nation which thinks, with reafon, that maritime forces, well
maintained, kept in continual employment, and always di-
re&ed towards the public good, are the true fortifications
of thefe ufeful fettlements.

By thefe beneficent regulations, dictated by humanity
and found policy, the Englith iflands foon grew happy,
though not rich.  Their culture was confined to tobacco,
cotton, ginger, and indigo. Some of the enterprifing co-
lonifts imported fugar canes from Brafil, and thcy multi-
plied prodigioufly, but to no great purpofe. They were
ignorant of the art of managing this valuable plant, and
drew from it fuch indifferent fugar, that it was ecither re-
jected in Europe, or fold at the loweft price. A feries of
voyages to Fernambucca taught them how to make ufa:of
the treafure they had carried off ; and the Portuguefe, who
till then had engrofled all the fugar trade, found, in 1650,
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in an ally, whofe induftry they thought precarious, a rival
who was one day to fupplant them.

Tue mother-country, however, had Means employed
but a very fmall fhare in the profperity of &y the mother-
her colonies. They themfelves {ent their country to fecure
own commodities dire@ly to all parts of o stfelf all the
the world, where they thought they produ@ions of
would be difpofed of to moft advantatgc 5 the iflands.
and indifcriminately admitted fhips of all
nations into their ports. This unlimitted freedom muft of
courfe throw almolt all their trade into the hands of that
nation which, in confequence of the low intereft their money
bears, the largenefs of their ftock, the number of their
fhips, and the realonablenefs of their duties of import and
export, could afford to make the beft terms, to buy at the
deareft, and fell at the cheapeft rate. Thefe people were
the Dutch. They united all the advantages of a {uperior
army ; which, being ever mafter of the held, is free in all
its operations. They foon feized upon the profits of fo
many produtions, which they had neither planted nor ga-
thered. Ten of their fhips were feen in the Britith iflands
to one Englifh veflel.

The nation had paid little attention to this evil during
the difturbances of the civil wars, but as foon as thefe trou-
bles were compoled, and the ftate reftored to tranquillity
by the very violence of its commotions, it began to turn its
views towards its foreign pofleflions. It perceived that
thofe fubjects, who had as it were taken refuge in America,
would be loft to the ftate, if foreign powers, which con-
fumed the fruits of the induftry of the colonies, were not
excluded. The deliberate and weighty difcuffion of this
point brought on the famous navigation a& in 1651, which
excluded all foreign fhips from entering the harbours of the
Englifh iflands, and confequently obliged their produce to
be exported dire@ly to the countries under the dominion of
England. The government, though aware of the inconve-
niencies of fuch an exclufion, was not alarmed at it, but
confidered the empire only as a tree, the fap of which muft
be turned back to the trunk, when it flows too freely to
fome of the branches.

However, this reftraining law was not then enforced in
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its utmolft rigour, Perhaps the fhips belonging to the mo-
ther-country were not fufficiently numerous to carry off all
the produétions of the iflands; perhaps, apprehenfions
might prevail that the colonifts might be exafperated by
fuddenly depriving their coafts of a competition which in-
creafed the price of ther commodities. Perhaps, the plant-
ations flill required fome fupport, in order to bring their
cultures to that degree of perfeition that was expeéted.
However this may be, it is certain, that the act of naviga-
tion was not rigoroufly put in execution till 1660. At this
period, the Englifh fugars had been fubftituted to thofe of
Portugal, inall the northiern parts of Europe. It is to be
fuppofed, that they would equally have fupplanted them to
the fouth, had not the obligation impofed upon all the na-
vigators to ftop at the Britith ports before they paffed the
ftraits of Gibraltar, put an infurmountable obftacle to this
trade. It is true, that in order to attain this fuperiority
over the only nation that was in poffefion of this commo-
dity, the Englifh had been obliged greatly to lower the price
of 1t ; but their plentiful crops made them ample amends
for this neceflary facrifice.  1f other nations were encour-
aged by their fuccefs to raife plantations, at leaft for their
own confumption, the Englifh opened other markets, which
fupplied the place of the former. The only misfortune
they experienced in a loug feries of years, was, the fceing.
many of their cargoes taken by TFrench privateers, and fold
at alow price. The planter fuitained by this a double incon-
venience, that of loling part of his fugars, and being obli-
ged to fell the remainder below their value.

Diminution of NorwitusTanming thefe tranfient
the advantages  piracies, which always ceafled in time of
which England peace, the plantations {Lll continued to
derived from its increafe in the Iinglith iflands.  All the
tflands. produ@iuns pecaliar to America were
more carefully attended to; but the
wealthy proprictors attached them{eives more particularly
to the culture of fugar, the fale of which was conitantly in-
creafing throughout all Europe. This profperity ex.lted
for the fpace of half a century, when attentive men pergeiva
ed that the exportations decreafed. It was then almof ge-
nerally believed that the colonico were exhaufted ; even the .

3
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national fenate adopted this idea, not confidering that if the
foil no longer had that degree of fertility peculiar to lands
newly cleared, it flill retained that fhare of fruitfulnefs
which the earth feldom lofes, unlefsits fubftance be altered
by the calamities or by the irregularities of nature. The
truth was foon afcertained, and the Englifh were obliged to
acknowlcdge, that the foreign marts were infenfibly fhut
againft Great Britain, and would foon be opened only to
France. This kingdom, which, from its natural advanta-
ges, and {rom the active genius of its inhabitants, fhould be
foremofl in cvery undertaking, is fo reftrained by the nature
of its government, that it is the laft in becoming acquainted
with its own interefts, The Freuch firft procured their fu-
gars from the Englith. They afterwards made fome for
their own confumption, then for fale, till reftraints of every
kind obliged them to confine themfelves merely to what
they wanted. [t was not till 1716, that their iflands began
again to {upply other nations. The fuperiority of thcir {oil,
the advantage of frefh lands, the frugality of their planters,
who were yet poor, all confpired to enable them to fell the
production at a lower price than their competitors. It was
moreover of a better quality ; accordingly, as it increaled,
that which was formerly in fo great requeit, was rejeéted in
all the markets. Towards the year 1740, the fugar of the
French plantations became fufficient for gencral confump-
tion, and at this period the Englifh were reduced to culti-
vate no more than what they wanted for their own ufe,
The quantity they made was ftill very trifling at the begin-
ning of the century, but the ufe of tea, and the habit of
other indulgencies, foon increafed prodigioufly the confump-
tion of this article,

BarBADOES was one of the Britith  The Engl/b
poffeffions which furnithed moft of this form a fettle-
commodity. This ifland, which is fituated  ment at Bar-
to windward of all the reft, appeared to badves.
have never been inhabited even by favages,
when, in 1627, fome Englifh families went to fettle there,
but without any interference of government. It was not
till o years after, that a regular colony was cftablithed
thcrc!, at the expence, and by the care, of the earl of Car-
lifle, who, on the tragical death of Charles I, was deprived
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of a property which had been too imprudently granted him
by that weak prince. It was found covered wit%; fuch large
and hard trees, that uncommon refolution and patience were
required to fell them and root them up. The ground was
foon cleared of this encumbrance, or ftripped of this orna-
ment : for it is doubtful whether nature does not decorate
her work better than man, who alters every thing for him-
{elf alone. Some patriots, tired of feeing the blood of their
countrymen {pilt, went and peopled this foreign land.
While the other colonies were rather ravaged than cultivat-
ed by thofe vagabonds who had been driven from their na-
tive country by poverty or licentioufnefs, Barbadoes daily
received new inhabitants, who brought along with them
not only their ftock of money, but a turn for labour, cour-
age, altivity, and ambition ; thofe vices and virtues which
are the effe& of civil wars.

By thele means, an ifland, which is no more than feven
leagues in length, from two to five in breadth, and eighteen
in circumference, attained, in lefs than forty years, to a po-
pulation of more than a hundred thoufand fouls, and to a
trade that employed four hundred fhips, of 150 tons burthen
each. Neverhad the carth beheld fuch a number of plant-
ers colleéted in fo fmall a compafs, or fo many rich produc-
tions raifed in fo thort a time. The labours, dire&ed by
Europeans, were performed by flaves purchafed in Africa,
or even ftolen in America. This new fpecies of barbarity
was but a ruinous kind of prop for a new edifice, and very
nearly occafioned the fubverfion of it.

Confpiracy Somk Englithmen, who had landed on
formed by the the coafls o? the continent to get flaves,
Saves in Bar-  were difcovered by the Caribs, who were
badoes. the obje@s of their fcarch.  Thefe fava-

ges fell upon them, and put them all to
death or to flight. A young man, who had been long pur-
fued, ran into a wood ; where an Indian woman mecting
him, faved his life, concealed and fed him, and fome time
after conduéted him to the fea-fide, His companions were
lying at anchor there, waiting for the men they miffed, and
{ent the boat to fetch him. His deliverer infifted &1 fol-
lowing him on-board the thip. They were no foonerand-
ed at %arbadoes, but the monfter fold her who had faved
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his life, and had beftowed her heart, as well as her perfon,
upon him. To vindicate the honour of the Englifh nation,
one of their poets has recorded this fhocking inftance of
avarice and perfidy, to be abhorred by pofterity : it has
been told in feveral languages, and held out to the deteft-
ation of all foreign nations.

The Indians, who were not bold enough to undertake
to revenge themfelves, imparted their refentment to the ne-
groes, who had ftronger motives, if poflible, for hating the
Englith. The flaves unanimoufly vowed the death of their
tyrants. This confpiracy was carried on with fuch fecrecy,
that, the day before it was to have been carried into execu-
tion, the colony had not the leaft fufpicion of it. But, as
if generofity was always to be the virtue of the wretched,
one of the leaders of the plot informed his mafter of ir.
Letters were immediately difpatched to all the plantatiens,
and came in time to prevent the impending deftruttion.
The following night the flaves were {eized in their huts; the
moft guilty were executed at break of day ; and this a& of
feverity reduced the reft to obedience.

Trey have never revolted fince, and Prefent flate
yet the colony hath declined confiderably of Bardadoes.
from its former profperity. It ftill reckons
ten thoufand white people, and fifty thoufand negroes;
but the crops are not anfwerable to the population. In
the moft favourable fealons, they do not amount to more
than twenty millions weight of fugar, and are very often
below ten millions ; and yet to ohtamn this trifling produce,
expences are required much more confiderable than were
neceffary for double the produce in the beginning.

The foil of the colony, which is no more than a rock of
calcarcous flone, covered with very little earth, is cntirely
exhaufted. It is necelfary to make a deep opening in it
every year, and to fill up with manure the holes which
have been made. The motft ordinary of thefe manures is
the varec, a fea-weed which is periodically thrown upon
the coaft by the fea-tide. The fugar-canes are planted in
this fea-weed. The natural {oil is of little more ufe in the
growth of them, than the chefts in which the orange trees
are lut in Europe.

The fugar which is produced by thefe cultures, hath
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generally fo little confiltence, that it cannot be exported in
1its raw ftate, but muft previoully be carthed ; a method
which is not followed in the other Englifh fettlements,
although it be not prohibited there, as feveral writers have
advanced. One great proof of its bad quality is, that it
is fooner reduced to molaffes than anywhere elfe. The
droughts, which are fo frequent at Barbadoes fince the
country hath been entirely laid open, ferve to complete the
misfortuncs of the inhabitants of this ifland, which was for-
merly in fo flourithing a ftate.

Accordingly, though the taxes do not amount annually
to more than 136,291 livres 5,678l 15s. 10d.] paid by a
trifling poll-tax upon the negroes and by fome other im»
pofts, the coloniits are reduced to a ftate of mediocrity
which approaches to indigence. This fituation prevents
them from leaving the carc of their plantations to agents,
in order to go and inhabit milder climates. It even renders
them inhuman towards their flaves, whom they treat with
a degree of cruelty unknown in the other colonies.

Barbadoes was very lately the only trading poffeffion
belonging to the Lnglifh in the Windward iflands.  The
thips coming from Africa ufed generally to put in there.
‘I'bey delivered their cargo to one fingle purchafer, and at
a fettled price, without diftinétion of either age or fex
in the bargain.  Thefe negroes, thus bought in the
wholefale way by the merchants, were fold in retail in the
ifland itfelf, or in the other Englifh fettlements, and the
refule of them was either clandeftinely or openly introduc-
ed in the colonies of the other nations. ‘This great trade
hath confiderably decreafed. Hence moft of the other
Britith iflands have chofen to receive their flaves dire&ly
from Guinea, and have {fubmitted to the eftablifhed cuftom
of paying for them with bills of exchange at ninety days
fight.  "This credit, which was infuflicicut, hath fince been
extended to a twelvemonth, and it huth frequently been
neceflury to proleng it even beyoud that term. .

Before this revolution, a coufiderable quantity of fpecie
was in circulation at Barbadoes. 'T'he little coin which 1s
at prefent {tll found there, is Spanith ; it is confidered as
merchandize, and is only taken by weight. The gavy
which is appropriated to this fettlement confifts of a\(ew
vellels, which are neceffacy for its feveral correfpondences,
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and of about forty floops, employed in the fifhery of the
flying-fith.

Barbadoes is generally even, and every where fufceptible
of cultivation, except m a very fmall number of hollow
ways. It is only at the centre that the territory rifes im-
perceptibly, und forms a kind of mountain, covered up to
its fummit with plantations equally convenient and agrec-
able, becaufe they were all eitablifhed in times of great
opulence. The ifland is not watered with rivers, but
fprings of water fit for drinking are rather common iu it
and it is interfeéted from one end to another by very fine
roads. ‘Ihefe all terminate at Bridgetown ; a town badly
fituated but well built, where the commodities deftined for
cxportation are embarked, although it be only a road open
to feveral winds.

Tue colony, divided into cleven pa- Js Barbadoes
rithes, doth not afford one poft where an  capable of mak-
enemy, once landed, could be flopped; ing a good de-
and the landing, which is not poffible in fence.
feveral parts of the coaft, is very practicable
in others, notwithftanding the rcdoubts and batteries plant-
ed to prevent it. Military men think, that the fureft way
of fucceeding in an attack, would be to make it between
the capital and the town of Hole-town.

This enterprife would require more confiderable forces
than might be imagined, confidering that Barbadoes hath
no regular troops. It is filled with planters of fmall
ftature, brave and a&live, accuflomed to military exercifes,
and who probably would make fcarce lefs refiltance than a
mercenary army. The armament deflined for this con-
quefl fhould be difpatched from Europe ; if it were formed
at Martinico, or at any other fctilement fituated to lee-
ward, the Englith fquadrons which would be in thofe
latitudes, might block up the port wheie tie expedition
was preparing, or might arrive at Barbadoes time cnough
to difturb the operations of the befiegers. )

This ifland is to the windward of all the others, and yet
no great advantage can be reaped from its pofition, con-
fidered in a military light. It hath only fuch harbours as
areft to receive veﬂ%ls that come to trade there; and
tholigh it be lfs expofed to florms aud to Luiricanes than
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the neighbouring latitudes, it doth not offer at any time a
fecure afylum to men of war, and il lefs during the laft
fix months of the year, when the fea is more tempeftuous.
The mother-country hath thevefore formed no naval ef-
tablithment upon it. The national fquadrons are never
ftationed there s and if any of them fometimes appear, it is
only for a little while. "T’hus it was, that, in 1761 and in
1962, during the fine weather in the months of January
and February, the fleets deflined for the conqueft of Mar-
tinico and of the Havannah were affembled there.,

Eovents at An- ANxTiGua, which hath a circular
tigua, Produc- form, and is about twenty miles long, was
tions, expences, found totally uninhabited by thofe few
and importance, Yrenchmen who fled thither in 1628,
of i, upon being driven from St. Chriftopher’s

by the Spaniards. The want of {prings,
which doubtlefs was the rcafon why no favages had fettled
there, induced thofe fugitives to return, as foon as they
could regain their former habitations. Some Englithmen,
more enterpriling than either the French or the Caribs,
flattered themfelves that they fhould overcome this gweat
obftacle, by colle@ting the rain-water in cifterns; and they
therefore fettled there. The year in which this fettlement
was begun is not exaétly known; but it appears that in
January 1640 there were about thirty families on the
ifland.

The number was not much increafed, when lord Wil-
loughby, to whom king Charles IT had granted the pro-
perty of Antigua, fent over a confiderable number of in-
habitants at his own expence in 1666. It is probable they
would never have enriched themfelves by the culture of
tobacco, indigo, and ginger; the only commodities they
dealt in, had not Colonel Codrington introduced into the
ifland, which was then rettored to the dominion of the
ftate, a fource of wealth, in the year 1680, by the culture
of fugar. T'his being at firft black, harfh, and coarfe,
was reje¢ted in England, and could only be difpofed of in
Holland, aud in the Hanfe towns, where it fold at a much
lower price than that of the other colonies. By themoft
affiduous labour, art got the better of nature, and brnght
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this fugar to as great a perfection, and to fell for as high a
price, as any other,

Every one was then defirous of cxtending this culture.
In 1741 it employed three thoufand five hundred and
thirty-cight white men, and twenty-feven thoufand four
hundred and cighteen negroes. Since that period, the
number of free men hath been much diminifhed, and that
of the flaves is confiderably increafed. Their united la~
bours produce eighteen or twenty million weight of raw
fugar, and a proportionate quantity of rum. This income
is confiderably lefs in thofe feafons, which occur too fre-
quently, when the colony is affli¢ted with drought; and
for this reafon it is very much indebted.

All the tribunals are eftablithed at St. Johns, fituated
to the weft of the ifland. The greateft part of the trade
hath been likewife concentrated in that town. Unfor-
tunately, its port is clofed up by a bar, upon which there
is no more than twelve feet of water. If the depth of
water fhould ftill decreafe, the navigatois will take in their
cargocs to the north of the colony, in the road of Parham,
which is much preferable to the one they now frequent,
but which is infinitely lefs convenient for the colle@ing of
the commodities.

Motives of great importance fhould cxcite England to
prevent, by all poffible means, the decline of fo valuable a
fettlement. It is the only bulwark of the numerous and
{mall iflands which that country poffefles in thefe latitudes.
They all depend upon Antigua, and upon the Englith
Harbour, an excellent port, where the naval forces defign-
ed for their proteétion, anchor, and where the [quadrons
find colle¢ted in arfenals, and in well-ftocked magazines,
the articles neceflary to carry on their operations. The
maintenance of the {mall fortifications which {urround the
two principal harbours; part of the pay of fix hundred
men, intrulted with their defence; the colls occafioned by
the artillery ;5 all thefe expences are defrayed by the colony,
and abforb two thirds of the 272,582 livres [11,3571.
11s. 8d.] which it is obliged to require annually from its
inhabitants.

his is too great a burthen. In order to diminifh the

waight of it, the affembly of the ifland thought of laying

a tax upon thofe proprietors who fhould refide in Europe :
’ 4
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but the mother-country annulled a regulation which was
evidently injurious to the liberty of individuals. The co-
lony then ordered, that the planters fhould for the future
have only one white man, or two white women, to every
{et of thirty negroes. This law, which was adopted by
feveral other iflands, is not much attended to, becaufe it is
lefs expenfive to tranfgrefs it, than to maintain free men,
whofe attendance cannot be compelled.  The penalties,
thorefore, which are regulated for punithing the tranfgref-
fion of this law, are become one of the greatelt refources
of the public treafury of that fettlement.

Its legiflative body hath fometimes difplayed a remark-
able fhare of courage. The Englifh iflands have no coin
which belongs properly to themiclves: that which is cir-
culated there is all foreign.  The mother.country thought
it neceflary to fettle the value of it in the beginning of the
century. This arrangement was judged to be contrary to
the intcreft of the colony, who themielves fettled it upon a
higher footing. Tt was natural to imagine, that parliament
would annul an act {o repugnant to their authority.  The
lawyers agreed, if that event fhould take place, never to
lend their affiftance to any of thofe who fhould have re-
fufed to accept the coin at the price fixed by the af-
fembly.

Another occurrence exhibited, in a fhill ftronger light,
the kind of fpirit which prevailed at Antigua. The go-
vernor, Colonel Park, fctting equally at defiance the laws
of morality and decenicy, was unreftrained and intemperate
in all his proceedings. The colony demanded, and ch-
tained, his recal.  As he did not feem difpofed to depart,
feveral of the moft confiderable inhabitants went to expof-
tulate with him, in the ftrongeft terms, upon this kind of
difobedience.  They were repulled with brutality by his
guards. T'be people tock up arms, and the tyrant was
attacked in his own houfe, and maflacred. His body was
then thrown naked into the flreet, and mutilated by thofe
whofe bed hc had dithonoured.  The mother-country ,
more moved by the facred rights of nature than jealous of
her own authority, overlooked an act which her vigilancc
ought to have prevented, but which fhe was too equita&e
to revenge. It is only the part of tyranny to excite a
bellion, and then to quench it in the blood of the opprefled.
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Machiavelifm, which teaches princes the art of being feared
and deteited, dire&s them to {tifle the vi&tims whole crics
grow importunate. Humanity preferibes to kings, juftice
i legiflation, mildnefs in government, lenity to prevent
infurre@ions, and mercy to pardon them. Religion en-
joins obedience to the people; but God, above all things,
requires equity in princes. If they violate it, innumer-
able witnefles will rife up againft a fingle man at the final
judgment,

The council of Antigua doth not extend its jurifdi@tion
over the neighbouring iflands, which have all their parti-
cular affemblies : but the governor of Autigua is alfo go-
vernor of the other iflands, except Barbadoes, which, on
account of its pofition and importance, hath deferved par-
ticular diftin&ion. This governor-gencral mult pay an
annual vifit to the places under his authority; and he
ufually begins his tour by Montferrat.

Teis ifland, difcovered in 1493 by State of the for-
Columbus, and occupied in 1632 by the tlement Sformed
Englifh, is only eight or ninc leagucs in &y the Engli/b
circumference.  The favages, who lived at Montferrat.
peaceably in it, were cxpelled, according
to cuftom, by the ufurpers. This act of injuftice was not
at firlt followed with any very fortunate "circumftances.
The progrefs of the new {cttlemeut was for a long time fo
flow, that fix and fifty years after its foundation it fearce
contained feven hundred inhabitants. It was not till to-
wards the end of the century, that the population, both in
white men and negroes, became as numcrous as it could
be in fo confined a poffeflion.  Sugar-canes were then fub-
ftituted to commodities of little value, which had occafion-
ed their planters to languifh in a ftate of mifery. War and
the elements overthrew, at feveral intervals, the beft-found-
ed expeétations, and obliged the colonifts to contraét debts
which are not yet paid off. At the prefent period, the
altivity of a thoufand free perfons, and the labours of
eight thoufand flaves, produce five or fix millions weight
of raw fugar, upon plains of little extent, or in vallies
which are fertilized by the waters falling from the moun-
taing  One of the difadvantages of this ifland, the public
expences of which do not exceed annually 49,857 livres
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[2,078l. 125. 6d.] is, that it has not one fingle harbour
where the lading and unlading can eafily be made. The
thips would even be in danger upon thefe coafts, if the
mafters did not take care, when they fee a ftorm approach-
ing, to put out to fea, or to take fhelter in {fome neigh-
bouring harbour. Nevis is expofed to the fame incon-
venience.

Ancient manners Tae moft generally received opinion
and prefent flate i3, that the Englith fettled on this ifland
of the ifland of  in 1628. It is properly nothing more
Newis. than a very high mountain, of an ealy

afcent, and crowned with tall trees. The
plantations lie all round, and, beginning at the fea-fide, are
continued almoft to the top of the mountain; but the
higher they ftand, the lefs fertile they are, becaufe thc
foil grows morve ftony. This ifland is watered by many
ftreams, which would be fo many fources of plenty, if they
did not in ftormy weather fwell into torrents, walh away the
lands, and deftroy the treafures they have produced.

The colony of Nevis was a model of virtue, order, and
piety. Thefe exemplary manners have been ewing to the
paternal care of the firft governor. This incomparable man
infpired all the inhabitants, by his own example, with a love
of labour, a rcaflonable economy, and innocent recreations,
The perfon who commanded, and thofe who obeyed, were
all aQuated by the fame principle of the ftricteft equity. So
rapid was the progrefs of this fingular fettlement, that, if
we may credit all the accounts of thofe times, it foon con-
tained 10,000 white people and 20,000 blacks. Admitt-
ing even that fuch a population, upon a territory of two
leagues in length and one in breadth, fheuld be exagger-
ated, fill it will fhew the amazing but infallible effect
of virtue, in promoting the profperity of a’well-regulated
tociety.

But even virtue itfclf will not fecure either individuals
or focieties from the calamitics of nature, or from the in-
juries of fortune. In 1689 a dreadful mortality fwept
away half this happy colony. It was ravaged in 1706 by
a French fquadron, which carried off three or four thou-
‘and flaves. The next year the ruin of this iﬂandSwas

ompleted, by the moft viclent hurricane ever recorded.
4
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Since this feries of difafters, it has recovered a little. It
contains fix hundred free men and five thoufand flaves, the
taxes upon whom do not exceed 45,000 livres [18751.]
and who fend to England three or four millions weight of
raw fugar, the whole of which is fhipped urder the walls of
the agreeable city called Charleftown. Perh{ips thofe who
repine molt at the deftrucon of the Americans and the
flavery of the Africans, would receive fome confolation if
the Europeans were everywhere as humane as the Englifh
have been in this ifland of Nevis, and if all the iflands in
America were as well cultivated in proportion ; but na-
ture and fociety afford few inftances of fuch miraculous
profperity.

 SarNT CurisToPHERS was the nur- _Aecount of St
fery of all the Englith and French colo-  Chriffophers.
nies in America. Both nations arrived

there on the fame day, in 1625. They fhared the ifland
between them, figned a perpetual neutrality, and entered
into a mutual engagement to affift each other againtt ti ¢iv
common enemy the Spaniard, who for a century paft had
invaded or difturbed the two hemilpheres. Unfortunatdly,
by an inconfiderate kind of convention, hunting, filhing, tle
woods, the harbours, and the falt-pits, had all been icit in
common. This arrangement mixed too many perfoas to-
cether, who could not be agreeable to each other, and
jealoufy foon divided thofe whom a temporary intereft had
united. ‘This fatal paffion created daily quarrels, fkir-
mithes, and devaflations; but thefe were only domeftic
animofities, in which the refpective governments took no
part.  Concerns of greater importance having, in 1666,
kindled between the two mother-countries a war, which
continued almoft uninterruptedly during the remainder of
the century, their fubje@s in St. Chriftophers fought with
a degree of obftinacy that was not to be found elfewhere.
Sometimes couquerors and fometimes conquered, they als
ternately drove each other from ‘their plantations. ‘This
long contett, in which both parties alternately had the ad-
vaotage, was terminated by the total expulfion of the
French in 170235 and the peace of Utrecht cut off all their
hopgs of ever returning thither.

Whis was no great facrifice for a people who had never
Vel V. B
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ferioufly attended to the care of cultivating produ&tions
upon their domain. Their population amounted but to
667 white people, of all ages and both fexes, 29 free
blacks, and 659 flaves. All their herds confifted only of
264 head of horned cattle, and 157 horfes. They culti-
vated nothing but a little cotton and indigo, and had but
one fingle {ugar plantation.

Though the Englith had for a long time made a greater
advantage of this ifland, yet they did not immediately reap
all the benefit they might have done from having the fole
pofleflion of it. This conqueft was for a long time a prey
to rapacious governors, who fold the lands for their own
profit, or gave them away to their creatures, though they
could only warrant the duration of the fale, or grant,
during the term of their adminiftratien. The parliament
of England at length remedied this evil, by ordering, that
all lands fhould be put up to auétion, and the purchafe-
money paid into the public coffers. After this prudent
regulation, the new plantations were as well cultivated as
the old ones. .

The ifland, which is in general narrow, but very un-
equally fo, may have an extent of thirty-fix leagucs fquare.
Mountains, thick fet and barren, though covered with
verdure, and which occupy one third of the tervitory, in-
terfet it almoft throughout its whole length., Trom the
foot of thefe mountains iffue an infinite number of fprings,
which, unfortunately, are for the moft part dried up in t%le
dry feafons. Scattered over the plain we mcet with a
number of agreeable, neat, and convenient habitations,
which are ornamented with avenues, fountains, and groves.
The tafte for rural life, which the Englifh have retained
more than any other civilized nation in Europe, prevails in
the higheft degree at St. Chriftophers. They never had
the leaft occafion to form themfelves into fmall {ocieties, in
order to pafs away the time; and, if the French had not
left there a fmall town, where their manners are preferved,
they would fill be unacquainted with that kind of focial
life which is produétive of more altercations than pleafures ;
which is kept up by gallantry, and terminates in debauch-
ery ; which begins with convivial joys, and ends in the
quarrels of gaming. Initead of this image of union, wtich
is in fa&t only a beginning of difcord, the reprefentatives
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of the proprietors, who are almoft all of them fettled in
Europe, the number of which amounts to cighteen hun-
dred, live upon the plantations ; from whence they gather,
by the labour of twenty-four or twenty-five thoufand
flaves, eighteen millions weight of raw fugar, which is the
fineft in the New World. This produce enables the
colony to provide with eafe for the public expences,
which do not annually exceed 68,145 livres 1o fols [2,839L
s. 11d.

7 It wa\:;| at St. Chriftophers, that in 1756 was exhibited a
{cene worthy of being recounted.

A xecmo had, from his childhood, Hretched cata-
partook of the amufements of his young frophes that
matter. This familiarity, which is com= have bﬁmm’
monly fo dangerous, extended the ideas a¢ St Chriflo-
of the flave, without altering his cha- phers.
ra&er. Quazy foon deferved to be chofen :
overfeer over the labours and over the plantations; and he
difplayed in that important poft an uncommon fhare of
underitanding and an indefatigable zeal. His condué and
his talents increafed his favour, which appeared to be un-
alterably fixed, when this dire€tor, hitherto fo much be-
loved and fo much diftinguithed, was fufpected of having
infringed the eftablifhed laws of the police, and publicly
threatened with an humiliating punifhment.

A flave who hath for a long time efcaped chaftifement,
inflited too readily and too frequently upon his equals, is
infinitely jealous of that diftin@ion. Quazy, who%rcaded
fhame more than the grave, and who did not flatter himfelf
with being able to avert the fentence pronounced againft
him by his entreaties, went out in the midft of the night,
in order to obtain a powerful mediation. His mafter un-
fortunately perceived him, and attempted to ftop him.
They grappled with each other; and thefe two dexterous
and vigorous champions wreltled for fome time with varied
{uccefs. At length the flave threw down his inflexible .
mafter, and kept him in that difagreeable fituation ; when,
putting a dagger to his breaft, he addreffed him in the
following terms :

‘f Matter, 1 have been brought up with you. Your
‘¢ Mleafures have been mine. M%v heart hath never known

B2
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¢ any other interefts than yours. I am innocent of the
¢ trifling offence of which I am accufed; but had I even
“ been guilty of it, you ought to have forgiven me. All
“ my fenfes are roufed with indignation at the recolle&ion
“ pf‘tbe affront which you are preparing for me; and thus
¢ it 1s that I will avoid it.”” On faying thefe words, he
cut his own throat, and fell down dead, without curfing the
tyrant, whom he covered with his blood.

In the fame ifland, love and friendfhip have been fignal-
ized by a tragic event, which hath never heen paralleled
cither in fable or in hiftory.

Two negroes, both young, hand{ome, robuft, cou-
rageous, and born with a foul of an uncommon caft, had
been fond of each other from their infancy. Partners in
the fame labours, they were united by their fufferings ;
which, in feeling minds, form a ftronger attachment than
pleafures. If they were not happy, they comforted each
other at leatl in their mifery. Love, which generally ob-
literates the remembrance ot all misfortunes, ferved only to
make theirs complete. A negro girl, who was likewife
a (lave, and whofe eyes fparkled, no doubt, with greater
vivacity and fire from the contraft of her dark complexion,
excited an equal flame in the hearts of thefe two friends.
The girl, who was more capable of infpiring than of feel-
ing a ftrong paffion, would readily have accepted either;
but neither of them would deprive his friend of her, or
yield her up to him. Time ferved only to increafe the
torments they fuffered, without affecting their friendfhip
or their love. Oftentimes did tears of anguith ftream from
their eyes, in the midlt of the demonftrations of friendfhip
they gave cach other, at the fight of the too beloved ob-
jeét that threw them into defpar.  They fometimes fwore
that they would love her no more, and that they would
rather part with life than forfeit their friendfhip. The
whole plantation was moved at the fight of thefe conflits.
The love of the two friends for the beautiful negro girl
was the topic of every converfation. '

One day they followed her into a wood; there each
embraced ¥\er, clafped her a thoufand times to his heart,
{wore all the oaths of attachment, and called her every
tender name that love could fuggeft; when, fuddc})ly,
avithout fpeaking or Jeoking at cach other, they bbth
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plunged a dagger into her breaft. She expired, and they
mingled their tears and groans with her laft breath. They
roared aloud, and made the wood refound with their vio~
lent outcries. A flave came running to their affiftance,
and faw them at a diftance ﬂiﬁi?‘% the vi¢tim of their ex
traordinary paffion with their kiffes. He called out to
fome others, who foon came up, and found thefe two
friends embracing each other upon the body of this un.
happy girl, and bathed in her blood, while they themlelves
were expiring in the ftrcams that flowed from their own
wounds. .

'hefe lovers and thefe fricnds were flaves. Is it in fo
degrading a ftation that we fee fuch aétions as muft aftonith
the whole world ? If there can be a man who is not ftruck
with horror and compaflion at the greatnefs of this fero~
cious love, Nature mutt have formed him, not for the
flavery of the negroes, but for the tyranny of their mat-
ters. Such a man muft have lived without commiferating
others, and will die without comfort ; he mult never have
fhed a tear, and none will ever be fhed for him,

BarsuDa, which belongs entirely to  Particularsties
the Codrington family, and the circum- concerning Bar-
ference of which is fix or feven leagues, duda.
hath dangerous coalts. This is perhaps
the moft even of all the American iflands. The trees
which cover it are weak, and not very high, becaufe there
are never more than fix or feven inches of earth upona
layer of lime-ftone. Nature hath placed great plenty of
turtles here; and caprice hath occalioned the fending
thither of deer, and feveral kinds of game ; chance hath
filled the woods with pintados, and other fowls, efcaped
from the veflels after fome fhipwreck. Upon this foil are
fed oxen, horfes, and mules, for the labours of the neigh-
bouring fettlements. No other culture is known there,
except that of the kind of corn which is neceffary for the
feeding of the numerous herds, in thofe {cafons when the
pafture fails. 1ts population is reduced to three hundred
and fifty flaves, and to the {fmall number of free men who are
appointed to overlook them. This private property pays no
tripute to the nation, though it be fubjett to the tribunals:
ofiAatigua. The air here is very pure and very whale-

B3
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fome. TFormerly, the fickly people of the other Englifh
iflands went to breathe it, in order to ftop the progrels of
their difeafes, or to recower their ftrength. This cuftom
hath ceafed, fince fome of them have indulged themfelves
in parties of deftruétive chafe.

Mult men then be fuffered to perifh in order that ani-
mals thould be preferved ? How is it poflible that fo atro-
cious a cufltom, which draws down the imprecation of
almoft all Europe upon the fovereigns and upon the lords
of our countries, fhould be fuffered, and fhould even be
eftablithed, beyond the feas? I have afked this queftion,
and I have been anfwered, that the ifland belonged to the
Codringtons ; and that they had a right to difpofe of their
property at their pleafure. I now afk, Whether this right
of property, which is undoubtedly facred, hath not its
limits 2 Whether this right, in a variety of circumftances,
be not facrificed to public good? Whether the man who
is in poffeflion of a fountain, can refufe water to him
who is dying with thirft 2 Whether any of the Codringtonr
family would partake of ene of thofe precious pintades,
that had colt his countryman or his fellow-creature his
life 2 Whether the man who fhould be convited of having
fuffered a fick perfon to die at his door, would be fufft-
ciently punithed by the general execration? And whether
he would not deferve to be dragged before the tribunals of
juftice as an affaffin? Poffeffor of Barbuda, thou art the
affaffin of all thofe whom thou doft deprive of the falubrity
of the air, which would have preferved them ; and if this
circumitance fhould not drive thee to defpair upon thy
death=bed, it is becaufe thine heart will bid defiance to the
divine jultice! Haften, therefore, to recal that fhamelefs
reprefentative, who, in his concern for a feraglio of mu.
latto women, in whom, it is faid, all his delights are cen-
tered, rigoroufly purfues the execution of your barbarous
prohibition,

Wretched flate AxcuiLra is feven or eight leagues
of the colony of in length, and is very unequal in its
Anguilla. breadth, which never exceeds two leagues.

. Neither mountains, nor woods, nor rivers,
are found upon it, and its foil is nothing more th‘an
chalk,
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Some wandering Englifamen fettled upon this porous
and friable rock towards the year 1650. After an obftinate
labour, they at length fucceeded in obtaining from this
kind of turf a little cotton, a {mall quantity of millet-feed,
and fome potatoes. Six veins of vegetatiug earth, which
were in procefs of time difcovered, received fugar canes,
which, in the beft harveft, yield no more than fifty thou-
fand weight of fugar, and {ometimes only five or fix thou-
fand. Whatever elfe comes out of the colony hath been
introduced into it clandeftinely from Santa Cruz, where
the inhabitants of Anguilla have formed feveral planta-
tions. .

In fealons of drought, which are but too frequent, the
ifland hath no other refource but in a lake, the falt of
which is fold to the people of New England; and in the
fale of fheep and goats, which thrive better in this dry
climate, and upon thefe arid plains, than in the reit of
America.

Anguilla reckons no more than two hundred free inha-
bitants, and five hundred flaves. Neverthelefs, it hath an
affembly of its own, and even a chief, who is always
chofen by the inhabitants, and confirmed by the governor
of Antigua. A foreigner who fhould be fent to govern
this feeble fettlement, would infallibly be driven away by
men who have preferved fomething of the independent
manners, and of the rather favage charalter of their an-
ceftors. )

The coaft of this ifland affords but two harbours; and
even in thefe very {mall veffels only can anchor. They are
both defended by four pieces of cannon, which, for half a
century paft, have been entirely unfit for {ervice.

Tue Virgin iflands are a group of Tortola the only
about fixty imall iflands, moft of them one of the Vir-
mountainous, dry, and arid, where the gin 2flands cud.
Spaniards of Porto-Rico were for a long  tivated by the
time alone employed in catching turtle, Englifh.
which were very plenty there. The
Dutch had jult begun a fmall fettlement at Tortola, one
of the belt of thefe iflands, and that which hath the {afeft
harbour, when, in 1666, they were driven from it by the
Bnglith ; whe foon after difperfed themfelves over the
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neighbouring {mall iflands and rocks. There they lived,
during near a century, like favages, employed folely in the
culture of cotton. It was not till after the peace of 1748
that their induitry was turned towards fugar, of which they
have fince regularly fent to the mother-country foyr or five
millions weight.

Before this period, there had not been any regular form
of government, nor any public worthip, at Tortola. Both
the one and the other have been very recently eftablifhed ;
and what perhaps was more difficult to bring about, the
inhabitants have been prevailed upon to pay the treafury
four and a half per cent. on the going out of their produc-
tions. A prudent adminiftration would have folicited a bill
to fecure the feveral properties, all, or almoft all, of which
have been tranfmitted in an irregular manner; and if they
were juridically attacked, there are few colonifts who might
not be legally ruined.

Here then is an inftance, at Tortola, of the government
being very eager to draw money from the coloniits, and
caring very little about fecuring their felicity, although it
would have coft them only a little benevolence, without any
kind of facrifice. Is it poffible to fay to men in a more
impudent manner, ¢ You are nothing to us; you have only
*¢ to continue ftill to pay us; and when you fhall no longer
¢« be able to do it, you may perifh, you may die; we care
¢ very little about the matter? The concern we take in
¢ your fate is in proportion to the fums you, fupply us
¢ with,”” Such inhuman fentiments are never uttered in
any place; but ftill this is the way in which people think
and adt in all parts.  Subje@ts ave everywhere treated as
we do the mines, w'aich we ceafe to attend to when they
yield no more ore. It is everywhere forgoten, that, with
a fmall fhare of jullice and prote&tion, they would become
an inexhauftible fund. Empires in all parts think them-
felves eternal, and thofe who govern them conduét them-
felves as if they had not one day to laft. The fame danger
that threatens Tortola, does not exterd itfelf to Jamaica.

Defeription of . Tris ifland, which lies to leeward
Famazca. of the other Englifh iflands, and which

geographers have ranked among the
greater Antilles, may be forty-three or forty-four leagues'in
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length, and fixteen or feventeen in its greateft breadth. It
is interfe@ed with feveral ridges of high craggy mountains,
where dreadful rocks are heaped one upon another. Their
barrennefs does not prevent their being covered all over
with a prodigious quantity of trees of different kinds, that
firike their roots through the clefts of the Yocks, and attra®
the moifture that is depofited there by ftorms and frequent
fogs. This perpetual verdure, kept up and embellithed by
a multitude of plentiful cafcades, makes a.conftant fprin
all the year round, and exhibits the mott enchanting proE~
pet in nature. But thefe waters, which fall from the
barren fummits, and _fertilize the plains below, are brackith-
and unwholefome. The climate is ftill more dangerous.
Of all the American iflands, Jamaica is the moft deftruc-
tive. Men perifh there very rapidly ; and although the
lands have been cleared for two centuries paft, yet there are
ftill fome very fruitful diftriCts, even near the capital, where
a free man would not pafs the night, unlefs in a cafe of
cxtreme neceflity.

Corumpus difcovered this great itland  The Spaniards
in 1494, but made no fettlement there. difcover ] -
Eight years after, he was thrown upon it maica, an festle
by a ftorm. Having loft his fhips, and there.
being unable to get away, he implored the
humanity of the favages, who gave him all the affiftance
that natural pity fuggefts. But thefe people, who culti.
vated no more land than what was jult fufficient to fupply
their own wants, foon grew tired of fupporting ftrangers,
to the manifet rific of arving themfelves, and infenfibly
withdrew from their neighbourhood. "T'he Spaniards, who
had already indifpofed the Indians againft them by repeated
alts of violence, grew outrageous, and proceeded fo far as
to take up arms againft « humane and equitable chief, be-
canfe he difapproved of their ferocity. Columbus availed
wimfelf of one of thofe natural phenomena, in which a man
of genius may fometimes find a refource, which he may be
excufed for having recourfe to in a cale of urgent ne-
ceflity.

From the knowledge he had acquired in aﬁronomy, he
knew there would foon be an eclipfe of the moon.” He.
took udvantage of this circumftance, and fummoned all the -
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caciques in the neighbourhood to come and hear fome-
thing that nearly concerned them, and was effential to their
prefervation, He then pronounced with emphafis, as if he
were infpired 2 To punifb you for the cruelty with which you
Suffer my companions and me to perifb, the God whom I worfbip
is going to firike you aith his moft terrible judgments. This
wvery evening you will fee the moon turn red, then grow dark,
and withhold her light from you. This awill be only a prelude
1o your calamiticsy if you obflinately perfiff in refufing to give
us _food.

4he admiral had fcarce done fpeaking, when his pro-
phecies were fulfilled. The favages were terrified beyond
meafure ; they thought they were all loft ; they begged for
mercy, and promifed to do any thing that fhould be defired.
They were then told, that heaven, moved with their re-
pentance, was appeafed, and that nature was going to re-
{ume her wonted courfe. From that moment, provifions
were {ent in from all quarters ; and Columbus was never in
want of any during the time he remained there.

It was Don Diego, the fon of this extraordinary man,
who fixed the Spaniards at Jamaica. In 1509, he fent
thither feventy robbers from St. Domingo, under the com-
mand of John d’Efquimel; and others foon followed. It
feemed as if they all went over to this peaceable ifland, for
Bo other purpofe than to fhed human blood. Thofe bar-
barians never fheathed their {fword while there was one in-
habitant left to preferve the memory of a numerous, mild,
plain, and hofpitable, people. It was happy for the earth
that thefe murderers were not to fupply their place. They
had no inclination to multiply in an ifland where no gold
was to be found. Their cruelty did not anfwer the pur-
pofe of their avarice; and the carth, which they had
drenched with blood, feemed to refufe her affitance to
fecond the barbarous efforts they had made to fix there.
Every fettlement raifed upon the athes of the natives grew
unfuccefsful, when labour and defpair had completed the
deftrution of a few favages who had efcaped the fury of
the firft conquefts. That of St. Jago de la Vega was the
only onc that fupported itfelf. The inhabitants of that
town, plunged in 1dlenefs, the ufual confequence of tyranny
after devaftation, were content with living upon the pro-
duce of fome few plantations, and the overplus they fold
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to the fhips that paffed by their coafts. The whole popu-
lation of the colony centered in the little {pot that fed this
race of deftroyers, confitted of 1,500 flaveg, commanded by
as’many tyrants, when the Englith came and attacked the
town, took it, and fettled there in 1655.

Tue Englith brought the fatal fources Jamaica con--
of difcord along with th#n. At firlt the guered by the
new colony was only inhabited by three Engli/h, Events
thoufand of that fanatical militia, which that have hap-
had fought and conquered under the pened fince.
ftandards of the republican party. Thefe
were foon followed by a multitude of royalifts, who were
in hopes of finding reft and peace in America, or comfort
after their defeat, The divilions which had prevailed for
fo long a time, and with fo much violence, between the two
parties in Europe, followed them beyond the feas. This
was fufficient to have renewed in America the fcenes of
horror and bloodfhed which had fo often been a&ted in
England, had not Penn and Venables, the conquerors of
Jamaica, given the command of the ifland to the moft pru-
dent man among them, who happened to be the oldeft
officer. This was Dudley, who, although he had fub-
mitted to the authority of a conquering fellow-citizen, had
not yet loft any of his attachment to the Stuarts. Twice
did Cromwell, who had difcovered his fecret fentiments,
appoint fome of his own party in his ttead, and Dudley
was as often reftored to his office by the death of his
opponents..

The confpiracies that were formin% againft him were
difcovered and fruftrated. He never fuffered the fmalleft
breach of difcipline to go unppnifhed 5 and always kept the
balance even between the fattion his heart detefted, and the
party he was attached to. He excited induftry ; and en-
couraged it by his attention, his advice, and his example.
His authority was enforced by his difinterefted behaviour.
He never could be prevailed upon to accept of a falary,
being content to live upon the produce of his own planta.
tions. In private life, he was plain and familiar ; in office,
an intrepid warrior, a fteady and {tri¢t commander, and a.
wife politician,  His manuner of governing was altogether.
military, becaufe he was obliged to reflrain or to regulate
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an infant colony, wholly compofed of foldiers; and to pre-
vent and repulfe any invafion from the Spaniards, who
might attempt to recover what they had loft. .

ut when Charles IT was called to the crown, by the
nation that had deprived his father of it, a form of civil
government was eftablithed at Jamaica, modelled, like thofe
of the other iflands, upon that of the mother-country, It
was not, however, till the year 1882, that the code of laws
was drawn up, which to this day preferves the colony in all
its vigour.  Three of thefe wife ftatutes merit the attention
of our political readers. ’

The defign of the firlt is to excite the citizens to the
defence of their country, without prejudice to their private
fortunes ; which might otherwife divert them from attend-
ing to it. It enaéls, that whatever mifchief is done by the
enemy, fhall be imincdiately made good by the ftate; or at
the expence of all the fubjeéts, if the money found in the
trealury fhould prove infuflicient.

Another law concerns the means of increaling popula-
tion. It enacts, that every fhip-captain who brings a man
into the colony, who is unable to pay for his paffage, fhall
receive a gencral gratuity of 23 livres 10 fols [18s. 9d.]
The particular gratuity is 168 livres 15 fols [about 71.] for
every perfon brought from England or Scotland ; 135 livres
[5l. 11s. 6d.] for every perfon brought from Ireland ;
»8 livtes 15 fols [about 3L §s. 7d.] for every perfon
brought from the continent of America; and 45 livres
[1l 17s. 6d.] for every perfon brought from the other
iflands.

"The third law tends to the encouragement of agriculture.
When a proprietor of land is unable to pay either the in-
tereft or capjtal of the money he has borrowed, his planta-
tion is {old at a price fixed by twelve planters. The value
‘of the plantation, whatever it may be, frees the debtor
centirely from any further obligation; but if it fhould ex-
ceed his debt, the overplus muft be returned to him. "This
regulation, though it may be thought partial, yet it hath
the merit of abating the rigour of the landlord’s and mer-
chant’s law-fuits agaiuft the planter. It is to the advan-
tage of the foil, and of mankind in general. The creditor
is teldom a fufferer by it, becaufe he is upon his guard ;
and the debtor is more obliged to be vigilagt and honeft,
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if he means to find credit. Confidence then becomes the
bafis of all agrecements ; and confidence is only to be gained
by the praltice of virtue,

Time hath produced other regulations. It was per-
ceived that the Jews, fettled in great numbers in Jamaica,
made a jeft of deceiving the tribunals of juftice. A magittrate
imagined that this evil might arife from the circumftance of
the Bible, which was prefented to them, being in Englifh.
It was determined that they fhould take their oath in future
upon the Hebrew text ; and after this precaution, perjuries
became infinitely lefs frequent.

In 1761, it was decided, that every man who was not a
white man could not inherit more than 13,629 livres 3 fols
4 deniers [about 5671, 17s. 74d.]7 This ftatute was dif-
pleafing to feveral members of the affembly, who were in-
cenfed at the circumftance of depriving affe€tionate fathers
of the fatisfaion of leaving a fortune, purchafed by long
labotfrs, to their beloved pofterity, becaufe they were not
of the fame colour. Difputes arofe, and the parliament of
England took part in them. One of the moft celcbrated
orators in the houfe of commons declared openly againit
the negroes. His opinion was, that they were a fet of vile
beings, of a fpecies different from ours.  The teftimony of
Montefquieu was the firongeft of his arguments, and he
read with coufidence the ironical chapter or laws upon
flavery. None of his hearers {ulpected the real views of fo
judicious a writer, and his authority influenced the whole
Britith fenate.

The whole Britith fenate ! The whole legiflative body,
aflembled to difcufs the interefls of the nation, and to de-
termine gravely upon a motion, which, from its injuftice
and unreafonablenefs, deferved only to be rejeGted with
contempt ! And wherefore thould it not have been deter~
mined that the blacks fhould be entirely difinherited ? If
their colour gave a fanétion to deprive them of a portion of
their fathers fortunes, why not equally to deprive them of
the whole ? Opinions {o palpably abfurd, fhould have been
combated by ridicule, and not by arguments : and if even,
contrary to all probability, this had been the fentiment of
Montefquieu, of what avail would his authority have been ?
The Englifh thould at leaft have made themfelves certain cf
the true meaning of the author.
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The bill was going to be extended te the Indians, when
one man, lefs blinde§ than the reft, obferved, that it would
be a horrible piece of injuftice to confound the ancient pro-
prietors of the ifland with the Africans ; and that, more-
over, there werc not above five or fix families of the former
remaining. :

The colony had already acquired fome degree of fame
before thefe laws had been made. Some adventurers, as
well from hatred and national jealoufy, as from a reftlefs
difpofition and want of fortune, attacked the Spanifh fhips.
Thefe pirates were feconded by Cromwell’s foldiers, who,
retaining nothing after his death, except that public aver.
fion which their former fuccefles had drawn upon them,
went into America in queft of promotion, which they
could never expe& in Europe. Thefe were joined by a
multitude of Englifhmen of both parties, accuftomed to
blood by the civil wars which had ruined them. '[hefe men,
cager for rapine and carnage, plundered the feas, and rava-
ged the coalts of America. Jamaica was the place where
the {poils of Mexico and Peru were always brought by the
Engitfh, and frequently by foreigners. They found in this
ifland more eale, a better reception, proteétion, and free-
dom, than anywhere elle, whether for landing, or for
fpending, as they chole, the fpoils arifing from their plun-
der. Here extravagance and debauchery foon plunged
them again igto indigence. This only incitement to their
fanguinary induftry made them haften to commit freth de.
predations.  Thus the colony reaped the benefit of their
perpetual viciflitudes of fortfine, and euriched itfelf by the
vices which were both the fource and the ruin of their
wealth.

When this deftru@ive race became extin&, by reafon of
the frequency of the murders they committed, the funds
they had left behind, aud which, indeed, had been taken
from ufurpers ftill more unjuft and cruel than themfelves,
proved a frefh fource of opulence, by facilitating the means.
of opening a clandeltiue trade with the Spanith {cttlements.
"This vein of riches, which had been opened about the year
1672, gradually increafed, and with great rapidity, towards
the end of the century. Some Portuguefe, with a capital of
three miliions [125,000l.] of which the fovereign had ad-
vanced two thirds, engaged, in 1696, to furnith the fab.
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je€ts of the court of Madrid with five' thoufand blacks,
each of the five years that their treaty was to laft. This
company drew a great many of thofe flaves from Jamaica.
From that time the colonifts had conftant conne&ions with
Mexico and Peru, either L-fy means of the Portuguefe
agents, or by the captains of their own fhips employed in
this trade. But this intercourfe was fomewhat flackened
by the war which broke out on account of the fucceffion
to the throne of Spain.

At the peace, the affiento treaty alarmed the people of
Jamaica. They were afraid that the South-fea company,
which was appointed to furnifh the Spanith colonies with
negroes, would entirely exclude them from all accefs to the

old mines, All the efforts they made to break this regu-
ﬁuion, could not produce any alteration in the meafures of
the Englith miniftry, They wifely forefaw that the acti-
vity of the affientifts would prove a frefh motive of emula-
tion forincreafing the contraband trade formerly carried on;
and thefe views were found to be juit.

The illicit trade of Jamaica was carried on in a very fim-
ple manner. An Englifh veffel pretended to be in want of
water, wood, or provifions; that her maft was broken; or
that the had fprung a leak, which could not be difcovered
or ftopped” without unloading. The governor permitted
the fhip to come into the harbour to refit : but, for form
fake, and to exculpate himfelf to his court, he ordered a
feal to be affixed to the door of the warchoufe where the
goods were depofited ; while another door was left unfeal-
ed, through which the merchandize that was exchanged in
this trade was carried in and out by ftealth. When the
whole tranfaction was ended, the ftranger, who was always
in want of money, requefted that he might be permitted to
fell as much as would pay his charges ; and it would have
been too cruel to refu[l«)a this permiffion. It was neceflary
that the governor, or his agents, might fafely difpofe in
public of what they had previoufly bought in {fecret ; as it
would always be taken for granted, that what they fold
could be no other than the goods that were allowed to be
b?ught. In this manner were the greatelt cargoes difpofed
of.

The court of Madrid thought to put a ftop to thefe
pradices, by prohibiting the admiflion of all foreign fhips
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into the Spanifh harbours, on any pretence whatever. But
the people of Jamaica calling in force to the affiftance of ar-
tifice, fupported themfelves in this trade undes the protec~
tion of the Englifh men of war, by allowing them five per
cent. upon every article, to the fraudulent introdution of
which they have a fanétion.

To this open violation of public order, fucceeded a more
private and lefs alarming one. The fhips difpatched from
Jamaica repaired to thofe ports of the Spanifh coalt which
were lealt frequented, efpecially to that of Brew, five miles
from Carthagena, and to that of Grout, four miles from.
Porto-Bello. A man who fpoke the language of the coun-
try was immediately put afhore, to give notice in the adja-
cent country of the arrival of the fhips. The intelligence
was propagated with amazing fpeed to the moft diftant
parts; the merchants haftened to the place, and the trade
began ; but with fuch precautions as experience had]taught
them.  The fhip’s company was divided into three parties.
While the firlt was entertaining the purchafers, and treat-
ing them with great civilities, 2t the {ame time keeping a
watchful eye to prevent them from exereifing their inclim-
ation and dexterity in ftealing, the fecond was employed in
receiving the vanilla, indigo, cochincal, gold and filver of’
the Spaniards, in exchange for flaves, quickfilver, filks, and
other commodities. The third divifion was, in the mean-
while, under arms upon deck, to provide for the fafety of
the thip, and to take care not to admit at once a greater
number of men than could be kept in order.

When the tranfa&ions were finithed, the Englithman re-
turned with his {tock, which he had commonly doubled, and-
the Spaniard with his purchafe, of which he hoped to make
as great a profit, or greater.  To prevent a difcovery, he
avoided the high-roads, and went through by-ways, with
the negroes he had bought, whe were loaded with the
merchandize, which was divided into parcels of a convenient.
form and weight for carriage.

This manner of trading had been carried on fuccefsfully
for a long time, to the great emolument of the colonies of
both ndtions ; when, as Spain intended, it was generally
obftru&ed by fubftituting regifter-fhips to the galleons. It
has gradually diminifhed, and of late years was reduced to
avery law ebb. The Britifh miniltry, withing to revive it;,

3
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judged, in 1766, that the beft expedient to repair the loffes
of Jamaica was to make it a free port.

Immediately the Spanifh fhips in America flocked thither
from all parts, to exchange their gold and filver, and their
commodities, for the manufattures of England. This
eagernefs was attended with this convenience, that the pro-
fit, of which it was the fource, was acquired without rifk,
and could not occafion any difputes: but it was to be ex-
pected that the court of Madrid would foen put a ftep to
an intercourfe fo prejudicial to their interefts. This was
the opinion of Great Britain ; and in order to preferve the
tiches of the neighbouring continent, they laid the found-
ation of a colony upon the Mofquito coafts.

WHATEVER may one day be the fate “Cultures eflab-
of this new fettlement, it is certain that /Jifhed at FYa-
the attention of Jamaica was for too long  maica.

a time, and too much engaged in a fmug-

ling trade, while its cultures were too much negle&ed.
The firlt of thefe which the Englifh devoted themFelves to
was that of cocoa, which they found eftablifhed by the
Spaniards. It profpered as long as thofe plantationslafted,
which had been cultivated by a people who made this their
principal food and their only traffic. The trees grew old,
and it became neceflary to renew them; but, either for want
of care or of {kill, they did not fucceed. Indigo was fub-
ftituted to them.

This produétion was increafing confiderably, when the
parliament laid a duty upon it which it was not able to
bear, and which occafioned the fall of this culture in Jae
maica, as well asin the other Englifh iflands.  This impru-
dent tax hath been fince fupprefled, and even the encour-
agement of gratifications hath been {ubftituted to it; but
this tardy generofity hath only occafioned abufes. In order
to obtain the bounty, the Jamaica people contrated the
habit of procuring this valuable dye from St. Domingo,
and of introcucing it into Great Britain as the growth of
their own plantations.

The expence the government is at on this account can-
not be looked upon entirely as a lofs, fince it is of ufe to
the nation. But it keeps up that miftruft, and we may fay,
that propenfity to fraud, which the fpirit of finance has
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.ﬁivcn rifeto in all our modern formsof legiflation, between the
ate and the citizens. Ever fince the magiftrate has been

inccﬂ’antlz’ contriving means to appropriate to himfelf the

money of the people, thefe have been ftudying artifices to

elude the avidity of the magiftrates. When there has been

on one fide no moderation in the expences, no limit to tax-

ations, no equity in the repartition, no lenity in the reco-

very, there have been no longer any feruples about the vio-

lation of pecuniary laws on the other, nor any honefty in
the payment of the duties, nor probity in the engagements
of the fubjeét with the prince. Oppreflion hath prevailed
on one hand, and plunder on the other; the finance
hath extorted from commerce, and commerce hath cluded
or defrauded the finance.  T'he treafury hath pillaged the
planters, and the planters have impofed upon the treafury
by falie entries. Such are the manners of both hemi-
fpheres.
" In the New one there ftill exifted a few plantations of in-
digo at Jamaica, when the culture of cotton began to be
attended to. This produétion had a rapid fuccefs, which
continued, becaule it was advantageoufly, and without de-
lay, difpofed of in England, where it was manufa@lured
with a degree of dexterity which hath been rather imitated

than equalled by the rival nations.

Ginger hath been lefs ufeful to the colony. The fava-

es who were found by the Europeans in the American

iflands, moft generally made ufe of it ; but their confump-

tion in this, as in every other article, was fo {mall, that na-

ture aflorded them a fofficient quantity without the affift-
ance of cultivation. The ufurpers grew paffionately fond

of this fpice ; they ate it in the morning to fharpen their

appetite ; they ferved it up at table, preferved in feveral dif-
ferent ways ; they ufed it after meals to facilitate digeltion,

and at fea as an antidote againlt the fcurvy. The Old

World adopted the tafte of the New ; and this lafted till the
price of pepper, which had for a long while been extremely

high, was reduced. Ginger then fell into a kind of con-

tempt ; and its cuiture was dropped almoft everywhere, ex-

cept at Jamaica.

This 1fland produces and fells another {pice, improperly
called Jamaica pepper.  The tree which bears it is a kind
of myrtle, which commonly grows upon the mountains,
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and rifes to the height of more than thirty feet. It is very
ftraight, moderately thick, and covered with a greyifh,
fmooth, and fhining bark. Its leaves, which have a pleaf-
ant {mell, refemble, in form and difpofition, thofe of the
leurel ; and the branches are terminated by clufters of
flowers entirely fimilar to thofe of the common myrtle.
The fruit by which they are f{ucceeded is a {mall berry,
fomewhat larger than that of the juniper. Thefe berries
are gathered green, and fpread in the fun to dry. They
turn brown, and acquire a {picy {mell, which in England
hath given the name of a//.fpice to this pimento. It is
very ufeful to firengthen cold ftomachs ; but what is this
advantage compared with all thofe that are obtained from
fugar?

gThe art of managing this culture was unknown in Ja-
maica till the year 1668. It was brought thither by fome
inhabitants of Barbadoes. One of them was poflefled of
every requifite for that kind of produce that depends on
man. His name was Thomas Modiford. His capital, to-

ether with his fkill and adtivity, enabled him to clear an

immenfe tra& of land, and raifed him in time to the go-
vernment of the colony ; yet neither could the view of his
fortune, nor his urgent folicitations, prevail upen men, who
were moft of them accuftomed to the idlenefs of a military
life, to apply to the labours of cultivation. Twelve hun-
dred unfortunate men, who arrived in 1760 from Surinam,
which had juft been ceded to the Dutch, proved more
traCtable. Neceflity infpired them with refolution ; and
their example excited emulation, which was kept up by the
quantity of money conftantly poured into the ifland by the
freebooters. Great part of it was employed in ereting
buildings, purchafing flaves, implements of hufbandry, and
furniture neceffary for the rifing plantations. In procefs of
time, Jamaica exported great quantities of fugar, of an
tnferior kind, indced, to that which was made in moft of
the other colonies, but the rum of which was exceedingly
{uperior.

The coffee-tree profpered in the Dutch and French fet-
tlements in the New World, before the Englith thought
of appropriating it to themfelves ; and, indeed, Jamaica

was the only Britifh ifland which thought proper to adopt
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ir, but it never carried the cultivation of it as far as the
rival nations. . .
It was a generally received opinion in 1756, that Jamai.
ca had attained the greateft degree of profperity of which
it was fufceptible. An ifland, inhabited d.urmg a whole
century by an aétive and enlightened people, into which the
riches of Mexico and Peru had been conveyed without in-
terruption, by piracy, and by a fraudulent commerce, and
in which no circumftance neceflary for cultivation had ever
been wanting : an ifland, to which navigators muflt have
been conftautly attraced, by the fafety of the coafts, ard
by the excellence of the harbours; and the produttions of
which had always been in great requeft throughout all
Europe : fuch a fettlement muft have appeared, even to the
moft thinking perfons, to have made all the progrefs of
which nature had rendered it fufceptible.

This illufion, fo reafonably adopted, was diffipated by a
war, which will for ever render this period memorable. A
calamity, which fometimes overturns ftates, and always ex-
haufts them, became a fource of wealth to Jamaica. The
Englith merchants, enriched with the fpoils of an enemy,
conquered and fugitive on all fides, found themfelves en.
abled to advance confiderable fums, and to grant a long cre-
dit to the planters. The colonifts themfelves, animated by
the difcouragement of the French colonifts, whofe labours
had till that time been fo fortunate, eagerly availed them-
felves of the means which were put in their hands by thefe
unexpected events. Peace did not check the impulfe the
had received. This rapid increafe of adlivity hath conti-
nued, and the produétions of the colony are nearly one
third more confiderable than they were thirty years ago.

Prefent flate of Tue whole ifland may contain about
Jamaica, copfi- three millions eight hundred thoufand
dered in every  acres of land, of which, according to the
point of view.  information of a judicious and fudious

man, who hath for a long time governed
the colony, one million feven hundred twenty-eight thou-
fand four hundred and thirty-one acres are taken up by
mountains, rocks, lakes, morafles, rivers, and other places,
which are unavoidably loft to the purpofes of every ufeful
labour. Government hath fucceflively granted one million
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fix hundred and feventy-one thoufand five hundred and fix«
ty-nine acres, which are cleared, or capable of being fo.
There ttill remain four hundred thoufand ta be difpofed of,
which want nothing but men and means to cultivate them.

In 1658 Jamaica reckoned four thoufand five hundred
white perfons, and fourteen hundred flaves; in 1670, feven
thoufand five hundred white men, and eight thoufand

flaves ; in 1734, feven thoufand fix hundred and forty-four
white men, and eighty-fix thoufand five hundred and forty=
fix flaves ; in 1746, ten thoufand white men, and one hun-
dred and twelve thoufand four hundred and twenty-cight
flaves ; in 1768, feventeen thoufand nine hundred and tor-
ty-feven white men, and one hundred and fixty-fix thou-
fand nine hundred and fourteen flaves; in 1775, eighteen
thoufand five hundred white perfons, three thoufand feven
hundred blacks, or free mulattoes, and one hundred and
ninety thoufand nine hundred and fourteen flaves. One
hundred and ten thoufand of thefe unfortunate people are
placed on fix hundred and fourfcore fugar plantations ; the
remainder is employed in lefs valuable cultures, carried on in
fourteen hundred and fixty habitations, in navigation, in
domeftic fervices, and in other labours of primary neceflity.

The public expences of the colony amount annually to
817,750 livres [ 34,073l. 8s. 4d.] Thefe expences are fup-
plied by duties upon houfes, upon the feveral produétions
of the foil, upon foreign liquors, aud by a poll-tax upon
the negroes, which, in extraordinary cales, is doubled.
The perfons appointed, in the nincteen parifhes, to levy
thefe taxes, which are decreed by the general aflembly,
have obtained two and a half per. cent as a reward for their
trouble ; and the receiver-gencral retains five per cent. for
himfelf.

The fpecie which is commonly circulated in the ifland
doth not exceed 954,041 livres [39,751l. 14s. 2d.] This
is more than fufficient, fince it is ouly ufed in the more mi-
nute details of trade. The flaves brought from Africa,
the merchandize fent from Lurope, all things which are
of great value, are paid by biils of exchange payable in
London, orin fome other Britith port, where the colonifts
{end their commodities on their own account. i

The profit arifing from thefe produétions is not deftined
entirely for the inceflant wants of Jamaica. A great part
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of it is inténded for the difcharge of the debts, which an
immoderate luxury, and accumulated misfortunes, have
obliged the inhabitants fucceflively to contraét. Thefe en-
gagements, as far as we can judge of them, amount to
two thirds of the apparent riches okg the colony. The great-
et number of the creditors are fettled in England; the
others are merchants temporarily fettled in the ifland,
among whom are reckoned a great many Jews. May thefe
people, who were flaves at firlt, afterwards conquerors, and
then difgraced for the fpace of twenty centuries, one day
attain the legal pofleflion of Jamaica, or of fome other rich
ifland in the New World ? May they colle& all their chil
dren there, and bring them up in peace to culture and com.
merce, fheltered from that fanaticifm which rendered them
odious to the world, and from that perfecution which hath
punifhed their ervors with too much rigour! May the Jews
live free, unmolefted, and happy, in fome corner of the
world ; fince, by the ties of humanity, they are our bre-
thren, and our fathers in the tenets of religion !

The colony, at prefent, fends annually to the mother-
country eight hundred thoufand quintals of fugar, which,
at the rate of 40 livres [1l. 13s. 4d.7] the quintal, produce
32,0c0,000 livres [1,333,333]. Gs. 8d.] four million gal-
Ions of rum, which, at the rate of 1 livre 10 fols [15. 3d.]
the gallon, produce 6,000,000l. livres [250,000L] three
hundred thoufand gallons of molaffes, which, at the rate
of 10 fols [5d.] the gallon, produce 150,000 livres,
[6,250l.] fix thoufand quintals of cotton, which, at the rate
of 150 hivres [6l. 55.] the quintal, produce goo,000 livres
[37,500l.] fix thoufand quintals of pimento, which, at the
rate of 42 livres [1l. 6s. 8d.] the quintal, produce 252,006
livres [10,500L] eighteen thoufand quintals of coffee,
which, at the rate of 5o livres [2l. 1s. 8d.] the quintal,
produce goo,oc0 livres [37,500l.] three thoufand quintals
of ginger, which, at the rate of 7o livres [2l. 18s. 4d.]
the quintal, produce 210,000 livres [8,750l.] and to the
amount of 400,000 livres [16,666l. 13s. 4d.] in wood for
inlaying. All thefe fums united, make the produce of Ja-
maica amount to 40,812,000 livres [ 1,700,5@0l.]

The veflels deftined for their exportation are very nume-
rous, but areonly of the burthen of one hundred and fifty,
or two hundred tons. .
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A fmall number of thefe veflels take up their cargoes at
the harbour of Morant Point, which might be confidered
as a good harbour, were it more eafy of accefs. This road,
fituated in the fouthern part of the ifland, is only defended
by an ill-conftruéed battery, improperly placed. Twelve
men, commanded by a ferjeant, are continually on guard
there. Not far off is a bay of the fame name, more con-
venient, and more frequented by navigators. .

The coaft affords no other anchorage, unlefs for very
fmall boats, till the thips arrive at Port Royal, where half of
the produétions of the colony deftined for Europe are em-
barked. ’

At a greater diftance is the old harbour, which is com-
monly well frequented. The neighbouring planters have
often refolved to conftru& fome works there, to proteét the
-veffels which may take in their cargoes at this place, againft
fmall privateers. This expenfive proje& appears to be en=
tirely laid afide. Tt hath been at length underftoed that
the difficulty of entrance would always be the beft de--
fence.

The bay of the Black river would require a good bat-
‘tery. It might be creCted without much expence, and
would enfure the fafety of a great number of fmall fhips
that frequent it.

Savanna la ‘Mar hath never much water, and its entrance
1s everywhere embarraffed with fhoals and funken rocks. It
is the worft harbour of the colony; and yet it is become
the ftaple of a confiderable trade, fince the neighbouring
territory hath been cleared.  Formerly its inhabitants were
defirous of furrounding themfelves with fortifications.
Thefe works were forfaken, after more than one thoufand
crowns [12,500l.] had been expended upon them. No-
thing remains of thefe labours but a heap of ruins.

The ifland hath upon its weftern coaft, which is very
narrow, only one harbour, and that is Port Orange, where-
feven or eight veffels take in their cargoes annually,

The firlt harbour to the north is that of St. Lucia. It
is {pacious and fafe, and defended by a fort, capable of
making fome refiftance, if it were repaired, and if the ar-
tillery were put into a ftate fit for fervice, A fmall garri-
fon is always kept there.

EigPt or nine leagues further, is the exccllent bay of
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Montego. The fifth part of the produions of the colony
is embarked in the fmall town of Barnet-town, defended by
a battery of ten guns.

The entrance of Port St. Ann is rendered difficult by
fhoals. It fcarce receives annually fifteen or fixteen veflels.

Port Antonio is one of the fafeft harbours, but not one
of the moft frequented, of the ifland. Its fort is guarded
by a detachment commanded by an officer.

The ealtern coaft hath no other harbour than the Man-
chineel. Its anchorage is good, but in the neighbouring
latitudes the fca is always violently agitated by the eafterly
winds. This is the fpot molt expofed to invafions, and the
battery of ten guns, which hath been conftruted there,
would not fhelter it from danger, if its riches were more con-
fiderable, The whole defence of the colony is properly
fixed at Port Royal.

Means which T uz Englifh had no fooner made them=
Famaica hath  {fclves mafters of Jamaica, than they at-
io preferve her- tended to the rendering of this conqueit
Sfelf frem inva- ufeful, and to the fecuring of the poflef-
Sfon. fion of it. The cultures undertaken by
the Spaniards, and the advantages of a
fafe, immenfe, and coavenient harbour, prudently inclined.
them to fix their views upon Port Royal. ‘The town they
built there, though placed in the midlt of fands, upon a
very narrow neck of land, though deprived by nature of
water fit for drinking, and of all the other fupports of life,
became a famous city in lefs than thirty years.
This fplendour was owing to a conftant and quick circu-
lation of trade, formed by the commoditics of the ifland,
the captures of the freebooters, and the trade opened with
the neighbouring continent.  There have been few ftaples
upon the face of the globe, where the thitft of wealth and
pfeafurc had united more opulence and more corruption.
One moment deftroyed, on the z27th of June 1692, this
beautiful appearance. The fky, which was clear and fe-
rene, grew obfcured and red throughout the whole extent
of Jamaica. A rumbling noife was heard under ground,
fpreading from the mountains to the plain ; the rocks were
fglit; hills came clofe together ; infetious lakes appeared
on the fpots where whole meuntains had been fwap lowed
) \
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up ; immenfe forefts were removed feveral miles from the
place where they ftood ; the edifices difappeared, bcindg
cither funk into the caverns of the carth, or overturned.
"Thirteen thoufand lives were loft by this dreadful earth-
quake, and three thoufand by a contagious diftemper that
broke out fagffafter. It is faid, that fince this cataftrophe,
the climatgi¥it {o fine, the air not {o pure, nor the foil
fo fruitful,”®"t- was before. This terrible phenomenon
fhould have taught the Europeans not to truft to the poffef-
fion of a world that trembles under their feet, and feems to
flip out of their rapacious hands.

In this general overthrow, Port Royal beheld buried in
the incenfed waves, or thrown at a diftance upon defolate
coafts, the numerous fhips, the proud flags which rendered
her fo vain. The city iwtfelf was deftroyed and overflown.
fn vain was it attempted to rebuild the town upon its
ruins ; thefe labours were all fruitlefs. The rifing walls
were again blown down by a hurricane. Port Royal, like
Jerufalem, could never be rebuilt. The earth feemed only
digged to fwallow it up anew. By a fingularity which baf-
fles all human efforts and reafonings to account for, the onl
houfes that were left ftanding, after this freth fubverfion,
were fituated at the extremity of a point of land extremely
narrow, which advances feveral miles in the fea; as if the
inconftant ocean had afforded a folid foundation to edifices
which the firm ground feemed to caft off.

The inhabitants of Port Royal, difcouraged by thefe
repeated calamities, retired to Kingfton, which is fituated
in the fame bay. By their induftry and a&ivity, thistown,
which till then had been obfcure, foon became a pleafant
and flourithing city. Tradeis even gradually become more
animated here, than it ever was at any period in any of the
marts to which it hath fucceeded ; becaufe the colony hath
gained more by the increafe of its cultures, than it hath loft
by the decreafe of its fmuggling trade.

Yet Port Royal had never been, and Kingfton did not
become, the capital of the ifland. St. Yago de la Vega,
which the Englifh have named Spanifhtown, continued ftill
to enjoy this uleful prerogative. This town, built by the
Spaniards, at the diftance of fome leagues from the fea,
upon the river Cobra, the moft confiderable one of the coun-
try;/ihough not navigable, was the feat of the legiflative

LY. C
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body, the refidence of the governor-general, the place
where the courts of juftice were holden, and, confequently,
that where the richeft planters dwelt.

. Admiral Knowles judged that thisarrangement was con-
trary to the public good ; and in 1756, he caufed it to be
decided by the general affembly, that all théiaffairs, and all
the powers of adminiftration, fhould be un; Kingfton.
Perfonal hatred againft the projecior of this P#Rs the harfh-
nefs of the meafures he employed to carry it into execu-
tion ; the attachment moft people are apt to take for places
as well as things; numberlefs private interefts that muft
neceflarily be affe€ted by this alteration; all thefe caufes
raifed in the minds of feveral of the coloniits, unfurmount-
able objections to a plan, which was indeed liable to fome
incenveniencies, but which was founded on unanfwerable
reafons, and offered great advantages. The obftacles with
which the opponents embarraffed the new fyftem, did not
put a ftop to the meafures of government. This was even
the time they chofe for repairing Fort Charles, which
{erves as a citadel to Port Royal, and for increaling, on the
other fide of the bay, the very well execufed fortifications
of Mofquito point, whieh command the canal through
which the veflels deflined for Kingfton muft pals.  1f, 1n.
ftead of entering the bay, the encmy fhould wifh to land
to the north of the new capital, they would be ftopped in
their march by Zock, a fort conftruted with fkill, and
maintained with care, in a very narrow dcfile, at the difl-
tance of a league from the city. Among thefe different
works, and in fome other lefs impoitant polts, two regi-
ments are ufually diftributed. They receive pay from the
mother-country : but the colony adds to it a daily gratuity
of 12 fols [6d.] for every foldier, and a double gratuity
for cvery officer.  If thefe troops were as well as they are ill
difciplined, they would not preferve the ifland from in-
vafion, and would foon be reduced to capitulate to a naval
force fuperior to that which might be deftined to fupport
them.

If Jamaica could even be preferved from the calamities of
a foreign invalion, it would no lefs be expofed to domettic
dangers, {till more alarming.

When the Spaniards were compelled to cede Jamaica to
the Englifh, they left there a number of negroes and mulat-



Baok XI1v.  IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES.  §1

toes, who, tired of their flavery, took a refolution to retire
into the mountains, there to preferve that liberty which
they had recovered by the expullion of their tyrants. Hav-
ing entered into fome agreements neceflary to prefeve their
union, they planted maize and cocoa, in the moft inaccef-
fible places of their retreat ; but the impoffibility of {ubfift-
ing till harveft, obliged them to come down into the plain
to pillage for fuftenance. The conquerors bore this plun.
der the more impatiently, as they had nothing to fpare ;
and declared war againft them. Many were maffacred ;
the greater part fubmitted ; and only fifty or fixty fled
back to the rocks, there to live or dic in freedom.

Policy, which fees every thing, but is never moved by
compaflion, thought it neceffary utterly to exterminate or
reduce this handful of fugitives, who had efcaped from fla-
very or carnage ; but the troops, who were either perithing
or exhaufted with fatigue, were averfe from this deftruétive
fcheme, which muit have occafioned the effufion of more
blood. It was therefore dropt, for fear ofa revolt. This
condefcenfion was attended with fatal confequences. All
the flaves, grown delperate by the hardfhips they under-
went, or by the dread of pumithment, {oon fought an afy-
lum in the woods, where they were fure of meeting with
companions ready to affiit them. The number of fugitives
increafed daily.  In a fhort time they deferted by troops,
after having maflacred their malters, and plundered and fet
fire to the habitations. In vain were altive partizans fent
out againft them ; to whom a reward of goo livres [371.
10s.] was offercd for the head of every negro they fhould
bring, This {everity produced no alteration, and the de-
fertion only became the more general. '

The rebels grow morve daring as their numbers increafed.
Tl the year 1690, they had only fled ; but, when they
thought themfelves fLrong enough to attack, they fell upon
the Euglith plantations, iu {eparate bands, and committed
horrid ravages.  In vain were they driven back to their
mountains with lofs ; in vain were forts erected and garrif-
oned at proper diftances, to prevent their inroads; note
withftanding thefc precautions, they renewed their depre-
ations from time to time. The refentment which the vio-
olation of the rights of nature by barbarous policy excited
in thefe blacksg, mnfpired them with fuch fury, that the white

C:z
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people who had bought them, in order, as they faid, to
cut off the root of the evil, refolved, in 1735, to employ
all the forees of the colony, to deftroy a juttly implacable
enemy.

Immediately the military law took place of all civil go-
vernment. All the colonifts formed themfelves into regu-
lar bodies of troops. They marched towards the rebels by
different roads. One party undertook to attack the town
of Nauny, which the blacks themfelves had built in the
Blue mountains. With cannon, a town built without regu.
larity and defended without artillery, was foon deftroyed ;
but the fuccefs of the other enterprifes was frequently
doubtful, fometimes attended with much lofs. The flaves,
more elated by one triumph than difcouraged by ten de-
feats, were proud of confidering their former tyrants merely
as enemies they were to contend with. 1f they were beat-
en, they had at leaft fome revenge. Their blood was at
Jeaft mixed with that of their barbarous mafters. They
rufhed againft the fword of the European, to plunge a dag-
ger into his breaft. At laft, overpowered by numbers, or
by the dexterity of their antagonilts, the fugitives intrench-
ed themfelves in inacceffible places, where they difperfed in
fmall bands, fully determined never to ftir out ; and well
affured that they fhould never be conquered there. At
length, after various contefts and excurfions, that lafted nine
months, the Englifh gave up all thoughts of fubduing
them.

Thus, fooner or later, will any people, made defperate
by tyranny, or the oppreflion of conquerors, always get
the better of numerous, experienced, and even well-difci-
plined armies ; if they have but refolution enough to en-
dure hunger rather than the {‘oke; to die rather than live
in bondage; and, if they choofe, rather to fee their na.
tion extin&t than enflaved. Let them abandon the field to
the multitude of troops; to the train of war; to the dif-
pla of provifions, ammunition, and hofpitals : let them
retire into the heart of the mountains, without baggage,
without covering, without ftores ; nature will provide for
them and defend them. There let them remain for years,
till the climate, idlenefs, and intemperance, have deftroyed
thofe fwarms of foreign invaders, who have no booty to
expedt, nor any laurels to gather. Let them pour, down

5



Bosk X177, IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 53

upon them at intervals, like the torrents of their own moun-
taing, furprife them in their teats, and ravage their houn-
daries. Laftly, let them defpife the opprobious names of
robbers and murderers, which will be lavifhed upon them
by a great people, bafe enough to arm themfelves againtt a
handtul of huntfimen, and weak enough to be unable to
conquer them.

Such was the conduét of the blacks with the Englifhe
Thefe, weary of excurfions and fruitlefs armaments, fell into
univerfal defpondency. The pooreft among them would
not venture to accept the lands which the government of-
fered them in the vicinity of the mountains. Even the fet.
tlements at a greater diftance from thefe rebels, inured to
war, were either negle@ed or forfaken. Many parts of the
ifland, which from their appearance feemed likely to be-
come the moft fruitful, were left in their uncultivated
ftate.

In this fitvation was the colony when Trelawney was
appointed govetnor. This prudent and humane command-
er was fenfible, that a fer of men, who for near a century
palt lived upon wild fruits, went naked, and expofed to the
inclemency of the weather ; who, ever at war with an af-
failant fironger than themfelves, and better armed, never
ceafed fighting for the defence of their liberty ; that fuch a
fet of men would never be fubdued by open force. He,
therefore, had recourfe to conciliating meafures. He of-
fered them not only lands as their own property, but like-
wife liberty and independence.

‘Thefe overtures were favourably received. The treaty
concluded with them in 1739, decided, that the chief,
whom they themfelves fthould choofe, fhould receive his
commiffion from the Englith government ; that he fhould
come every year to the capital of the colony, if required ;
that two white men fhould conftantly refide with him, in.
order to maintain a harmony advantageous to both nations;
and if the colony were ever attacked, he and all his people
fhould take up arms,

While Trelawney was negotiating this accommodation in
the name of the crown, the general affembly of the colony-.
propofed their [eparate plan. In this fecond. agreement,
the new people cnga%ed to harbour no more fugitive flaves;
and ghey were promifed a flipulated.fum for every deferter
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whom they fhould inform againft, and a more confiderable
reward for thofe whom they fhould bring back to their
plantations.  Since this fhameful contra&, this {mall repub-
lic hath been conftantly declining. It now reckons no
more than thirteen hundred individuals, men, women, and
children, diftributed in five or fix villages.

Whether thefe events infpired them with boldnefs, or
whether they were exafperated at the ill ufage they met
with from the Englith, the negro flaves refolved to be free
likewife. While the flames of war, kindled in Europe,
were fpreading in America, thefe miferable men agreed, in
1760, to take up arms all in one day, murder their tyrants,
and feize upon the government. But their impatience for
liberty difconcerted the unanimity of the-plot, by prevent-
ing the timely execution of it. Some of the confpirators
ftabbed their matters, and fet fire to their houfes before the
appointed time ; but finding themf{elves unable to refift the
whole force of the ifland, which their premature exploit
had colleted in a moment, they fled to the mountains.
From this impenetrable recefs they were inceffantly mak-
ing deftruive inroads. The Englifh, in their diftrefs,
were reduced to folicit the affiftance of the wild negroes,
whofe independence they had been obliged to acknowledge
by afolemn treaty. They even bribed them, and promifed
a confiderable fum for every flave they fhould kill with their
own hands. Thofe bafe Africans, unworthy of the liberty
they had recovered, were not athamed to fell the blood of
their brethren : they purfued them, and killed many of
them by furprife. At laft the confpirators, weakened and
betrayed by their own nation, remained a long time filent
and inative.

The confpiracy was thought to be effe¢tually extinguifh-
ed, when the rebels, reinforced by deferters from the feveral
plantations, appeared again with redoubled fury. The re-
gular troops, the militia, and a large body of failors, all
marched 1 purfuit of the flaves; they fought and beat
them in feveral fkirmifhes; many were flain, or taken pri-
foners, and the reft difperfed into the woods and rocke.
All the prifoners were l{got, hanged, or burnt. Thofe who
were {uppofed to be the chief promoters of the confpiracy,
were tied alive to gibbets, and there left to perith flowly,
expofed to the fcorching fun of the torrid zone ; a far yore
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painful and moare terrible death than that of being burnt
alive. Yet their tyrants enjoyed the torments of thefe mi-
ferable wretches, whofe only crime was an attempt to reco-
ver by revenge, thofe rights of which avarice and inhuma-
nity=had deprived them.

‘The meafures that were taken to prevent future infur-
re€tions were diftated by the fame fpirit of barbarity. A
flave is whipped in the public places, if he plays at any
game whatfoever ; if he prefumes to go a-hunting, or to
feil any thing but milk or fith. He cannot ftir out of his
mafter’s plantation, unlefs attended by a white man, or with
an exprels permiffion in writing. If he fhould beat a drum,
or make ufe of any other noify inftrument, his mafter is
condemned to pay a fine of 225 livres [gl. 7s. 6d.] Thus
do the Englifh, who are fo jealous of their own liberty,
fport with that of other men. To this excefs of barbarity
the negro trade muft neceflarily have brought thefe ufurp-
ers.  Such is the progrefs of injuftice and violence. To
conquer the New World, its inhabitants muft doubtlefs
have been flaughtered. To replace them, negroes mutt be
bought, as they alone are able to endure the climate and
the labours of America. To remove thefe Africans from
their native country, who were defigned to cultivate the
land without having any pofleflions in it, it was neceffary
to feize them by force, aud to make them flaves. To keep
them in fubje&ion, they muft be treated with feverity. To
prevent their revolt, the natural confequence of feverity
and fervitude, thefe men, whom we have made defperate,
muft be reftrained by capital punifhments, by hard ufage,
and atrocious laws,

But cruclty itfelf has a period in its own deftructive na-
ture.  In an inftaot it may ceafe.  An cnemy who fhould
be fo fortunate as to land at Jamaica, would {oon convey
arms to thefe men, who are full of rancour againft their
oppreflors, and only wait a favourable opportunity to rife
againft them.  The IFrench, not confidering that the re-
volt of the blacks in one colony would probably occafion it
i all the reft, will haften {fuch a revolution in time of war.
The Englith, finding themfelves between two fires, will be
difmayed ; their firength and courage will fail them ; and
Jamaica will fall a prey to flaves and conquerors, who will
corgend for dominion with frefh enormities. Such is the

Cq
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train of evils that injultice brings along with it ! It attaches
itfelf to man fo clofely, that the conneétion cannot be dif-
folved but by the fword. Crimes beget crimes ; blood is
produdtive of blood ; and the earth becomes a perpetual
feene of defolation, tears, mifery, and afliGtion, where fuc-
ceflive generations rife to imbrue their hands in bloed, to

tear out each other’s bowels, and to lay each other in the
duft,

Advantages of THE lofs of Jamaica, however, would
Jamaica for be a heavy one for England. Nature has
avar. Iis dif-  placed this ifland at the entrance of the
ddvantages for  gulf of Mexico, and made it a kind of
navigatiorn key to that rich country. All fhips going

from Carthagena to the Havannah, are
obliged to pafs by its coafts ; it is more within reach of the
feveral trading ports on the continent, than any other
ifland ; the many excellent roads with which it is furround-
ed, facilitate the launching of men of war on all fides of
the ifland. Thefe feveral advantages are balan¢ed by fome
inconveniencies.

If it be eafy to get at Jamaica by the trade:winds, by
taking a view of the Lefs Antilles, it is not fo eafy to get
away from thence, whethér we go through the ftraits of
Bahama, or determine for the leeward paflage.

The firft of thefe two ways gives the fu%l advantage of
the wind for two hundred leagues ; but as foon as Cape St.
Anthony is doubled, we meet the fame wind againft us that
before was favonrable : fo that more time is loft than was
gained 5 and there is alfo a rifk of being taken by the guar-
da coftas of the Havannah, This danger is fucceeded by
another, which is the fhoals on the coalt of Florida, to-
wards which the winds and currents drive with great vio-
lence. The Elizabcth, an Englith man of war, would in-
fallibly been Joft there in 1746, had not Captain Edwards
ventured into the Havannah. It was duiing the height of
the war, and the port belonged to the eneniy. ¢ I come,”
faid the captain to the governor, ¢ to deliver up my fhip,
¢ my failors, my foldiers, and myfelf, into your hands; I
¢ only afk the lives of my men.” ¢ 1 will not be guilty of
¢¢ anydifhonourable adtion,” replied the Spaunifh commander.
« Had we taken you in fight, in open fea, or upon\our
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s¢ coafls, your fhip would have been ours, and you would
¢¢ have been our prifoners. But as you are-overtaken by a
¢¢ ftorm, and are driven into this port from the fear of being
v fhipwrecked, I do, and ought to forget ‘that my nation
¢ is at war with yours. You are men, and fo are we ; you
¢ are in diftrefs, and have a right to our pity. You areat
¢ liberty to unload and refit your veffel ; and if you want
¢ it, you may trade in this port to pay your charges; you
“ may then go away, and you will have a pafs to carry you -
< fafe beyond the Bermudas. If after this you fhould be
¢« taken, you will be a lawful prize ; but, at this moment,
I fec in Englithmen, only ftrangers for whom humanity
¢ claims our affiftance.”

Spaniards ! incomprehenfiblc race of men, tell me, fince
fuch are your feelings, and fince you can {peak thus to an .
cnemy, delivered into your power by the winds, why have
you not known how to refpet the innocent favage, prof-
trate at your feet, who adored you? The reafon of this I
conceive to be, that Captain Edwards’s hip was not loaded .
with that yellow duft, the fight of which changes you into
vild beafts.  Perhaps I have calumniated you ; but [ have -
{een you fo frequently below your own fpecies, that I have
hiad good reafon for doubting of your virtues; efpecially.
when you difplay them to me with a charater of heroifm
which affeéts and aftonifhes me. I oppofe fufpicions, per-
haps unjuft ones to my.admiration and :to my tears which
are ready to flow. .

The other way is attended with no lefs difficulty and
danger. It terminates at a fmall ifland, that the Englith
called Crooked ifland, which lies eighty leagues off Jamaica.
Ships that come this way muft commonly ftrive againft the
eafterly wind through the whole paffage, coaft along clofe
under St. Domingo, in order to keep clear of the flats of
Cuba, and then pafs the ftraits, between the points of thefe
two great iflands, where it is very difficult to efcape being
intercepted by their privateers or their men of war, . The
navigators coming from the Lucays do not meet with thefe.
obitruttions. .

It is reckoned that there are about Rewolutions -
two hundred of thefe iflands, all of them ahich have
fituated to the north of Cuba, and moft of Aappened in the
which are nothing more than rocks juft Lucaya. iflands.
rlﬁillz above water. Columbus, who dif-
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covered them on his arrival in the New World, and who
gave the name of San Salvador to ‘that on which he land-
ed, did not make any fettlement there. Neither did the
Caltilians afterwards fix upon it; but, in 1507, they car-
ried off all the inhabitants, who foon perifhed in the mines,
or in the pearl fithery. . This {mall archipelago was entirely
defert, when, in 1672, fome Englifhmcn took pofleflion of
Providence ifland ; they were driven from thence feven or
eight years afterwards, by the orders of the court of Ma-
drid, but returned in 1690, and were again expelled in
1703 by the Spaniards and French united. The ifland
was peopled again by a particular event.

In 1714, fome fhips richly laden were fwallowed up by
a ftorm upon the coafts of Florida. The treafures which
they contained belonged to the Spaniards, who caufed
them to be divéd for. ~ So rich a prey tempted fome of the
inhabitants of Jamaica. The Spaniards refufed to fhare
with them, and Jennings, the boldeft among them, had
recourfe to-arms, to fupport what he called a natural and
undeniable right.  The dread of being feverely punifhed,
for having difturbed the peace which Europe had for {o long a
time been anxious to obtain, obliged him to turn pirate.
His companions were foon numerous enough to make it
neceflary to multiply his armaments. The Lucays became
their place of rctreat. It was from thence that thefe rob-
bers fallied forth to attack all veflels without diftin&ion,
Englith as well as others, The nations were apprehenfive
of feeing renewed, in the New World, thofe fcenes of hor-
ror which had been difplayed there by the ancient free-
booters, when George I, roufed by the clamours of his
people and by the wifthes of his parliament, fent out, in
1719, a{ufficient force to fubdue thefe pirates.  The moft
determined of them refufed the amnefty which was offered
them, and went to infeft the coafts of Afia and Africa with
their robberies. The reft increafed the colony which Woods
Rogers brought with him from Europe.

This colony may at this day confift of three or four thou.
fand perfons, half of whom are fettled at Providence, where
TFort Naffau hath been conftruted, and which hath a har.
bour {ufficient for {mall veflels ; the reft are diftributed in
the other iflands. They fend annually to England to the
value of forty or fifty thoufand crowns [from 5,cox]. to
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6,2501.] of cotton, wood for dying, and live turtle; and
with their falt they pay for the provifions which North
America fupplies them with.

Although the foil 6f the Lucays cannot be compared te
that of feveral of the other colonies, yet it would be {uffi.
cient to afford plenty of fubliftence, by labour, to a popu-
lation much more confiderable than that which is at prefent
found there, in free people orin flaves. The great negle&
of its cultures mult be attributed to the firft manners, and
prefent propenfities, of the inhabitants. Thefe iflands,
which on one fide are feparated from Florida by the channel
of Bahama, form on the other a long chain, which termi-
nates at the point of Cuba. It is there that begin the
iflands called 'Turk’s iflands, or Caicos, which continue
the chain as far as towards the middle of the northern coaft
of St. Domingo. So favourable a pofition for piracy hath
turned the views of the inhabitants towards a cruifing life.
They are ever eager to engage in hoftilities, which may put
the Spanifh and French produétions into their hands. The
Bermudas exhibit a more tranquil {cene.

Tuis {mall archipelago, about three Poverty of the
hundred leagues diftant from that of the Bermudas.
Antilles, was difcovered, in 1527, by the
Spaniard John Bermudas, who gave his name to it, but
did not land there. Ferdinand Camelo, a Portuguefe, ob-
tained in 1572, of Philip I1, a grant of it, which did not
take effeét. The French navigator Barbotiere was fhip-
wrecked there in 1593, but thought no more of it after he
had quitted it. 'The fhip of George Sommers was broken
to pieces there in 1609. With the wrecks of this thip a
{mall veffel was conftruéted, which had the good fortune to
arrive fafe in England.

Three years after, a company was formed in London to
people the Bermudas, which were entirely uninhabited.
Sixty men were {ent there, and they were {oon followed by
many more. They occupied at firft St. George, the one
of thefe iflands which had the beft harbour ; and in procefs
of time they took pofleflion of all thofe which were {ufcept-
ible of culture. The land was exafly meafured, and dif.
tributed among the inhabitants, in proportion as their fa-
mi?'%s were more or lefs numerous.

Cce6
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The accounts that were propagated of the falubrity and
mildnefs of the climate, attracted colonifts from all parts of
the Britith empire. Inhabitants reforted thither from the
Antilles for the recovery of their health, and from the
northern colonies to enjoy their fortune in peace. Many
royalifts retired there, m expeftation of the death of their
oppreflfor Cromwell.  Waller, among the reft, that charm-
ing poet, who was an enemy to that tyrannical deliverer,
crofled the feas, and celebrated thofe fortuntae iflands, in-
{pired by the influence of the air, and the beauty of the
country, which are always favonrable to the poet. ~ He im-
parted his enthufialm to the fair fex. The Englith ladies
never thought themfelves handfome or well drefled, unlefs
they had fmall Bermuda hats made with palm leaves.

But at lafl the charm was broken, and thefe iflands fcll
into that contempt which their infignificance deferved.
They are very numerous, and their whole compalfs is but fix
or feven leagues.  The foil is very indifferent, and there is
not a fingle fpring to water it.  There is no water to drink
but what is taken from wells and refervoirs. Maize, veget-
ables, and excellent fruits, afford plenty of wholefome
food ; but there are no {uperfluous commedities for export-
ation ; yet chance has colle€ted under this pure and tem-
perate fky four or five thoufand inhabitants; poor, but
happy in being unobferved. Their conneétions with Eng-
land do not annually exceed 120,0c0 livres [5scocl.] and
thofe which they have formed with the American continent
are fcarcely more extenfive.

In order to render the circumftances of this weak colony
more eafy, it hath been fucceflively propofed to cultivate
filk, vines, and cochineal there ; but none of thefe projeéts
‘have been carried into execution. Indufiry hath been con-
fined to the manufaQuring of fail cloth, an occupation
which is naturally connc&ed with the conftru&ion of thofe
fmall veflels made of cedar or acajou wood, which have
never been equalled upon the globe, either for their failing
or for their duration.

‘The principal inhabitants of the Bermuda iflands formed
a fociety in 1765, the flatutes of which are, perhaps, the
moft refpeftable monument that ever dignified humanity.
Thefe virtuous citizens engaged themfclves to form a library

of all books of hufbandry, in whatever language they“had
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been written ; to procure to all capable perfons of both
fexes an employment fuitable to their difpofition ; to be.
ftow a reward on every man who had introduced into the
colony any new art, or contributed to the improvement of
any one already known ; to give a penfion to every daily
workman, who, after having affiduoully continued his la-
bour, and maintained a good charaéter for forty years,
fhould not have been able to lay by a flock fufficient to al-
low him to pafs his latter days in quiet ; and laitly, to in-
demnify every individual who fhould have been opprefled
cither by the minifter or the magiftrate.

May thefe advantages cver be preferved to thofe induf-
trious, though indigent people ; happy in their labour and
in their poverty, which keeps their morals untainted ! They
enjoy, in a ftate of innocence, the benefits of a pure and
ferene fky, and preferve tranquillity of mind with health.
The poifon of lnxury has never infected them.  They are
not them{elves addi¢ted to envy, nor do they excite it in
others. The rage of ambition and war is extinguifhed
upon their coafts, as the {torms of the ocean that {urround
them are broken. The virtuous man would willingly crofs
the feas to enjoy the fight of their fragality. May the
winds never convey to them the account of the events of the
world in which we live! They then learn—but, alas !—my
imagination wanders, the pen drops from my hand, and
they fhall receive no information from me.

Such were the pofleflions of the Englith in the Ameri-
can archipelago, when the fucceffvs of the war which ended
in 1763 gave to the domains of that power a conliderable

increafe of extent, of which Granada was the richeft
part.

Tuis ifland hath twenty-one leagues in = Granada was
circumference, fix in its greatelt breadth, frft occupied by
which is from north to fouth, and four the French.
from eaft to weft, TIts territory, though
very uneven, is in general fertile, and fufceptible of fome
kind of culture, according to its quality, and to its expo-
fure, which is not {ufficiently attended to. The foil, how=
ever, becomes lefs produive, in proportion to its diftance
from the coafts. The caufe of this, perhaps, may be, that
the rains, which are too frequent at the foot of the moun-
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tains, even in thofe feafons when the reft of the ifland is af-
flided by droughts, keep the neighbouring grounds, which
are almott all clayey, in a ftate of frethnefs and moifture,
wlhich deftroys their richnefs, and confequently their fer-
tility.

The weftern part of the ifland is watered by ten rivers,
the northern part by three, the eaftern part by eight, and
the fouthern part by five. Befide thefe {prings, which are
all confiderable enough to work fugar-mills, there are fe-
veral others lefs confiderable, but very ufeful to the coffee
plantations.

The neighbouring continent fhelters Granada from thofe
fatal hurricanes which carry defolation in fo many other
iflands ; and nature hath multiplied the creeks, the bays,
and the harbours, which are favourable for the exportation
of provifions. Its principal port is called Bafleterre, or
St. George, which would furnifh a fafe retreat to fixty men
of war.

Though the French, acquainted with the fertility of
Granada, had formed, as early as the year 1638, the pro-
ject of fettling there, yet they never carried it into execu-
tion till the year 1651. At their arrival they gave a few
hatchets, fome knives, and a barrel of brandy, to the chief
of the favages they found there; and imagining they had
purchafed the ifland with thefe trifles, affumcd the fove-
reignty, and foon afted as tyrants. The Caribs, unable
to contend with them by open force, took the method
which weaknefs always infpires to repel oppreflion ; they
murdered all whom they found alone and defencelefs. The
troops that were fent to fupport the infant colony, found
no fafer or more expeditious way than to deftroy all the na-
tives. The remaindir of thefe miferable favages took refuge
upon a fteep rock, preferring rather to throw themfelves
down alive from the top of it, than to fall into the hands
of an implacable enemy. 'I'ne French inconfiderately
called this rock / mont des fauteurs, the hill of the leapers ;
and it ftill retains that name.

How was it poffible that thefe frivolous people could
lofe, in diftant countries, that vein of pleafantry which
they preferve in their own, even in the midft of the greateit
calamities ! They are not a cruel people ; but the natural
cheerfulnefs which accompanies the Frenchman in tentd, in
the midft of camps, upon the ficld of battle, upon a mut-
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trafs in an hofpital, where he may have been laid, covered
with wounds, and of which he is expiring, will fuggeft to
him fome ridiculous expreffion, which will produce a fmile
in the companions of his misfortunes ; and this contraft of
charaéter with fituation will manifeft itfelf in the fame man-
ner among all Frenchmen, and among fome perfons of a
fingular turn in all the countries in the world.

hey were juftly punifhed for all thefe cruelties, by a ra-
pacious, violent, and inflexible governor.  Moft of the co-
lonifts, no longer able to endure his tyranny, retired to
Martinico, and thofe who remained on the ifland condemn-
ed him to death. In the whole court of juftice that for-
mally tried this mifcreant, there was only one man who
could write, and his name was Archangeli. A farrier was
the perfon that impeached, who, inftead of the fignature,
fealed with a horfe-thoe ; and Archangeli, who performed
the office of clerk, wrote gravely round it, Marque de
Monfieur de la Brie, confesller raporteur : Mark of Mr. de
la Brie, counfel for the court.

It was apprehended that the court of France would not
ratify this extraordinary fentence, paffed with fuch unufual
formalities, though di¢tated by common fenfe. Moft of
the judges of the crime, and witnefles of the execution,
difappeared from Granada. None remained, except thofe
whofe obfcurity fcreened them from the purfuit of the
laws. The eftimate taken in 1700 fhews, that there were
on the ifland no more than 251 white people, 53 free fava-
ges or mulattoes, and 525 flaves. The ufeful animals were
reduced to 64 horfes, and 569 head of horned cattle. The
whole culture confifted of three plantations of fugar, and
fifty-two of indigo.

The face of things was totally changed towards the year
1714 ; and this alteration was effected by Martinico.
"That ifland was then laying the foundation of a fplendour
that was to aftonifh all nations. It fent immenfe produc-
tions to France, and received valuable commodities in re=-
turn, which were moft of them fent to the Spanith coafts.
Its fhips touched at Granada in their way to take in re-
frcﬂ‘lments. The trading privateers, who undertook this
navigation, taught the people of that ifland the value of
their foil, which only required cultivation. The execution
of tvery projeét is facilitated by commerce. Some traders
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furnithed the inhabitants with flaves and utenfils to ere& fu-
gar plantations,  An open account was eftablithed between
the two colonies. Granada was clearing its dehts gradu-
ally by ite rich produce ; and the balance was on the point
of being clofed, when the war in 1744 interrupted the
communication between the two iflands, and at the fame
time ftopped the progrefs of the moft important culture of
the New World. At that time, cotton, cacao, and parti-
cularly coffee trees, were planted ; and during the coutinu-
ance of hottilities, they acquired a fufficient growth to
vield plentifully. Thefe ufeful trees were not abandoned
after the peace of 1448 ; but the culture of the fugar.
canes was then puthed with an eagernefs proportioned to
their importance. A feries of misfortunes, tvo much me.
rited, foon deprived the mother.country of the great ad-
vantages it flattered itfelf with from this colony.

The paffionate defire of premature and unbounded en-
joyment, that malady which hath tainted the government
of a nation which. yet deferves the affection of her mafters ;
that prodigality which reaps when it fhould fow, which
deftroys the paft with one hand, and the future with the
other, which exhaufts and confumes the ftock by anticipat-
ing the income ; that confufion which refulis from the dif-
trefles any {tate muft neceffarily be reduced to, that has
rcither principles nor experience, that has power without
views, and means without conduét ; that anarchy that pre-
vails at the helm ; that precipitation, that caballing among
inferjors ; the impropriety, or- total want of projects; on
one hand, the audacity of doing any thing with impunity ;
on the other, the fear of fpeaking even for the public
good : this concurrence oflong fucceeding evils has thrown
Granada into the hands of Great Britain, which is con-
firmed in the pofleflion of this conqueft by the treaty of
1763.

Ewents at Gra- Tue Englifh did not make a fortunate
nada fince it s beginning. A great number of them re-
Jfallen under the folved to have plantations upon an ifland,
Britifb, of which the higheft opinion had previ-

oufly been formed ; and, in their enthu-
fiafm, they purchafed them for much more than their real
value. This paffion, which expelled the ancient colodifts,
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who were inured to the climate, drew thirty«five or
thirty-fix millions of livres [from 1,458,333L 6s 8d. to
1,500,000l ] out of the mother-country. T'his imprudence
was followed by another. The new proprietors, mifled,
no doubt, by national pride, have fubftitutel new me-
thods to thofe of their predeceffors. They attempted to
alter the mode of living among their flaves. The negroes,
who from their ignorance are more attached to their old
cuftoms than other men, revolted. It was found neceflary
to fend out troops, and to fhed blood. The whole colony
was filed with fufpicions. Mafters, who had been under
the neceflity of ufing violent methods, were afraid of being
burnt or maflacred in their own habitations. The labours
declined, and were even totally fufpended. Tranquillity
Rras at length reftored, but it was foon fucceeded by a new
orm.

Throughout the whole exteat of the Britifh empire, the
Roman catholics are rigoroufly deprived of the leaft influ-
ente in public affairs. . When the miniftry eftablifhed the
Englith government at Grenhada, they thought proper to
deviate from thefe generallyereceived principles ; and they
permitted all the ancient inhabitants, of whatever religion
they might be, to give their vote in the affemblies of the
colony. ~ This innovation met with the moft obftinate re-
fiftance § but at laft parliament, which had got rid of fome
of its prejudices, declared in favour of the adminiftration,
and catholics, as well as others, were allowed to attend to
the common interefts of the colony.

The predilettion which George IIT had fhéwn for the
French, who were become his fubjects, made him imagine
that his commands would meet with no oppofition in a fet-
tlement of which they ftill formed the greateft number.
In this perfuafion, he ordered that the duty of four and a
half per cent. upon produétions on their cxportation, which,
in an excels of zeal, all the Dritifh iflands, except Jamaica,
had very anciently granted, fhiould be levied at Granada,
The power of domg this was difputed with him. The
caufe was formally tried, and the decifion was not favour-
able to the monarch.

This triumph elated the minds of the colonifte, In ore
der to accelerate the cultures, they had borrowed large fums

from the monied people of the mother.country.  Thele
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debts, which amounted to 50,000,000 of livres [ 2,083,333l
6s. 8d.] were not paid at the appointed time. The credi-
tors had recourfe to the rigour of the law, which authorifed
them to feize the plantations that had been mortgaged to
them, to put them up to public fale, and to exact the full
value of them eight months after. This feverity fpread
univer{al confternation. The legiflative body of the ifland,
in their defpair, pafled a bill on the 6th of June 1774,
which divided the value of the acquifition into five pay-
ments, and which protradted the latt payment to the term
of thirty-two months. T'he fecret motive of this fingular
aé was undoubtedly to put it in the power of the debtors
to bid for their own eftates, and by this contrivance to pro-
cure them delays, which they would in vain have expeéted
from the commiferation of their creditors.

A meafure fo bold excited a tumult throughout Eng-
land. It was generally thought an injurious thing, that a
very {mall part of the empire fhould arrogate to itfelf a
right of annihilating engagements contralted under the
fanétion of alaw univerfally eftablithed, in the good faith of
trade. This indignation was communicated even to the
iflands of America, which underftood clearly, that no fur-
ther credit could be expefted, if confidence were not fet-
tled upon a firm bafis. The Britons of the Old and of the
New World united in urging the fupreme power to repair
without delay this great breach made in the important and
imprefcriptible right of property. :

Cultures of THE parliament, whatever might be

Granada,andof the diftrels of this valuable acquifition,

the Granadines. thought in the fame manner as the peo-
ple.

In 1771 and 1775, St. George was reduced to athes by
dreadful fires. The colony experienced other calamities ;
and notwithitanding this, its produ&ions have increafed
threefold fince it came out of the hands of the French, It
is become, under the other hemifphere, the fecond of the
Englith iflands.  Its new mother-country receives from it
annually eighteen millions weight of fugar, which, at 40
livres [1l. 13s. 4d.] the quintal, produce in Lurope
7+200,€00 livres [ 300,000l.] one million one hundred thou-
fand galions of rum, which, at onc livre ten fols [16. 3d.]
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the gallon, produce 1,650,0c0 livres [68,750l.] thirty
thoufand quintals of coffec, which, at go livres [2l. 1s.
8d.] the quintal, produce 1,§5c0,000 livres [62,500l.]
three thoufand quintals of cacao, which, at 5o livres [2l.
18. 8d.] the quintal, produce 150,000 livres [6,2501.]
three hundred quintals of indigo, which, at 8co livres
[33l. 6s. 8d.] the quintal, produce 140,0co livres
[10,000L.] thirteen thoufand quintals of cotton, which, at
150 livres [6l..5s.] the quintal, produce 1,950,000 livres’
[81,250l.] this makes in all 12,6g0,0c0 livres [ §28,750l.]
but in this revenue is included that which the Granadines
produce.

There are a dozen of {mall iflands, from three to eight
leagues in circumference. They do not afford a fingle river,
and yet the climate is very wholefome, The ground, co-
vered only with thin bufhes, has not been fcreened from the
fun for many centuries, and it may be cultivated without
its exhaling at any time thofe noxious vapours which gene-
rally attack the planters perpetually elfewhere.

Cariacou, the only one of thefe iflands which the French
have occupied, was at firft frequented by turtle fithermen,
who, in the intervals of leifure afforded them by their oc-
cupation, attempted fome kinds of culture. Their fmall
number was foon increafed by feveral of the inhabitants. of
Guadaloupe, who had been driven from their habitations by
mifchievous infets. Thefe good people, affitted by eight
or nine hundred flaves, employed themfclves with fuccels
in the culture of cotton. This fhrub was conveyed by the
Englith to the other Granadine iflands, and they even,
formed a fugar plantation at Bequia, and two at Cariacou.

T aBAGO, which was acquired by Great  The ifland of
Britain at the fame period and by the Tabago becomes
fame treaty, is feparated from the Spanith a2 Britz/b pof-
ifland of Trinidad only by a channel of feffion.
nine leagues over. This poffeflion hath
ten leagues in length and four in its greatelt breadth. It
hath a harbour upon its caftern coaft, in which there are
twenty-five or thirty feet of water, and another on its
northern coatt, which hath no more than twenty or twen-
ty-five. They are both fheltered from moft of the winds,
an adtantage which that on the fouth fide doth not enjoy.
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Among the {fmall mountains which occupy the centre of the
ifland, there is one more elevated, the black and reddith
colour of which feems to indicate thé ruins of an ancient
volcano. It is not expofed to thofe dreadful hurricanes
that are fo deftru&ive in other parts. Poffibly it owes
this ineftimable advantage to the vicinity of the continent.

Tabago has formerly heen exceeding{y populous, if we
may credit fome traditional accounts, The inhabitants
long withftood the fierce and frequent attacks of the fava-
ges from the continent, who were ftubborn and irreconcil-
able enemies. At length, wearied out with thefe inroads,
which were inceffantly renewed, they difperfed into the ad-
jacent iflands.

That which they had forfaken lay open to invafion from
Europe, when two hundred natives of Fleffingen landed
there in 1642, to lay the foundation of a Dutch colony.
The neighbouring Indians joined with the Spaniards of the
iflatid of Ttinidad, to oppofe an eftablifhment that gave
umbrage to both.  Whoever attempted to ftop their fgua y
was fmurdered or taken prifoner; and the few who efcaped
idto the woods fooh deferted the ifland.

For twenty years the Dutch forgot a fettlement which
was only noted for the difafters of its origin. In 1654 a
freth colony was fent there, which was driven away in
1666. ‘The Englifh were foon deprived of this conqueft
by the French ; but Lewis X1V, fatisfied with having con-
quered it, reftored it to his ally the republic of Holland.
This fettlement fucceeded no better than the other coloni¢s
of that commercial nation that were engaged in agriculs
ture. The motives that determine fo many perfons from
other countries to go to America, ought never to have in-
fluenced the Dutch. Their own country affords every pof-
fible advantage for trade, and they have no need to go
abroad to make their fortune. A happy toleration, pur-
chafed, like their liberty, with rivers of blood, hath at
length left the confciences of all men free ; fo that no re-
ligious fcruples can induce timorous minds to banith them-
felves from their native country. The government makes
fuch ample provifion for the relief and employment of the
poor, that none are driven by defpair to go and clear a fo-
reign land, which ufually deftroys the firt cultivators Ta-
bago, therefore, never had more than 1,200 men, employed
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in the culture of a little tobacco, cotton, and indigo, and
of fix fugar plantations.

The colony was confined to this fcanty exertion of in-
duftry, when it was attacked by the very fame nation that
had reftored it to its former rights of pofleflion and proper.
ty. In the month of February 1677, a French fleet, def-
tined to feize upon Tabago, zcll in with the Dutch fleet
that was fent out to oppofe this expedition. They enga-
ged in one of the roads of the ifland, which became famous
for this memorable a&ion in an age abounding with great
events. The obftinacy and valour on both fides were {uch,
that the fight ftill continued, when every fhip was difmafted
and unrigged, and no failors left to work them. The enw
gagement did not ceafe till twelve veflels were burnt, and a
great number were funk. The affailers loft the fewelf men,
and the defendants kept poffeflion of the ifland.

But d’Eftrées, who was determined to take it, landed
there the fame year in the month of December. There
was then no fleet to obftruét or retard his progrefs. A
bomb thrown from his camp, blew up their powder maga-
zine. 'This proved, as it generally does, a decifive ftroke ;
and the enemy, unable to refift, furrendered at difcretion.
The conquerors availed themfelves to the utmoft of the
right of war : not centent with razing the fortifications,
they burnt the plantations, {eized upon all the thips in the
harbour, and tranfported the inhabitants from the ifland.
The conqueft of this place was fecured to France by the
peace that foon followed an a&ion, in which defeat was at-
tended with no marks of difgrace and victory with no ad-
vantage.

The court of Verfailles neglected this important ifland to
fuch a degree, as not to fend a fingle man thither. Per
haps, in the intoxication of falfe grandeur, they beheld with
indifferenee whatever was merely ufeful. They even enter-
tained an unfavourable opinion of Tabago, and imagined
it was only a barren rock. This error gained ground from
the behaviour of the French, who, finding themfelves too
numerous at Martinico, went over to the iflands of St. Lu-
cia, St. Vincent, and Dominica. Thefe were precarious
{:oﬂ'efﬁons, and the foul of which was of an indifferent qua-
ity. Could they poffibly have been preferred to an ifland
where the land was better, and the property inconteftable ?
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Such was the reafoning of a government, which was not
then fufficiently enlightened concerning the trade and plan-
tations of the colonies, to difcern the true motives of this
diflike the fubjeéts had to Tabago.

An infant colony, efpecially when it is founded with
flender means, cannot {ubfift without immediate affiftance.
1t cannotmakeany progrefs but in proportion as it finds con-
{umption for its firft produtions. Thefe are generally of a
common fort, are not worth the expences of exportation to
any diftance, and therefore will fcarce fell but in the neigh-
bourhood, and ought infenfibly, and by moderate profits,
to lead to the undertaking of thofe great cultures which
are the obje& of commerce between Europe and the Lee-
ward iflands. But Tabago was too remote from the
French fettlements, to attra& any inhabitants by fuch a
gradation of {uccefs. Lefs fruitful iflands, that were nearer
to their refources, were preferred.

The low condition into which it was fallen, did not pre-
vent it from attralting the attention of England. That
proud ifland, which thinks herfelf the queen of all others,
becaufe fhe is the moit flourithing, pretended to have an
undoubted right to that of Tabago, becaufe it had once
been in her pofleflion for fix months. Her forces have con-
firmed her pretenfions; and the peace of 1763 has juftified
the fuccefs of her arms, by ceding to her a pofleffion,
which fhe will turn to better account thau the French ever

did.

Plan for clear- ArmosT all the fettlements in the An-
ing the Ameri-  tilles have proved fatal to the firft colo-
can iflands. nilts, who, alting by chauce in times of

little experience, without the coucurrence
of the mother-country, committed perpetual blunders.
Their avidity would not fuffer them to follow the method of
the natives, who, to abate the influence of a conftant
fcorching fun, ufed to feparate the {mall parcels of land
which they were forced to clear, with large fpaces covered
with trees and fhady thickets. Thefe favages, inftruéted
by experience, fixed their dwellings in the middle of the
woods, to preferve themfelves from the quick and danger-
ous exhalations of a ground newly turned up.
The deftroyers of this prudent people, being tooreager
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after their profits, neglected this method as too flow; and
being unpatient to cultivate all, precipitately cut down
whole forefts. Thick vapours immediately arofe from the
ground, which was heated, for the firft time, by the rays
of the fun. Thefe increafed as the earth was ftirred up
for fowing and planting. Their malignant particles infi-
nuated themfelves into every pore and every organ of the
“hufbandman ; who, by hard labour, was conftantly kept in
a profufe perfpiration. The circulation of the fluids was
ftopped, all the vifcera were dilated, the body {welled, the
ftomach could no longer perform its funétions, and death
enfued. Thofe who cfcaped thefe peftilential influences by
day, loft their lives by fleeping in huts haftily run up upon
a frefh foil, where vegeration was too aflive, and fo un-
wholefome, that it confumed the men before it could
nourifh the plants.

From thele obfervations it appears, that the following
would be the beft plan which could be purfued in the efta-
blithing of a new colony. At our firlt arrival, it {hould be
obferved what winds are moft prevalent in the archipelago
of America, and it will be found that they blow regularly
from the fouth-caft and the north.eaft. If we were at li-
berty to choofe, and met with no obftacle from the nature
of the ground, we fhould take care not to fix on the lee-
ward fide, left the wind fhould be continually bringing to
us the vapours of the new-tilled grounds, and infedt, from
the exhalations of the new plantations, a piece of Jand that
might have been purified in time. Our colony fhould there-
fore be founded ou the windward fide of whatever country
we mean to cultivate,  Firft, all the habitations fhould be
built in the woods, and not a tree be fuffered to be felled
about them. The woods are wholefome ; the refrefhing
fhade they afford, a..d the cool air we breathe n them, even
in the heat of the day, are a prefervative againft that ex.
ceflive perfpiration, which is the deftrution of moft Euro-
peans, by the drynefs and acrimony of an inflammable
blood, deprived of its fluid parts. Tlires fhould be kept in
the huts all night, to defpel any noxious air that might
have entered. This cuftom, which is conftantly practifed
in fome parts of Africa, would be as fuccefsful in Ame-
rica, confidering the analogy between the two climates.

After having taken thele precautions, we might begin
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to cut down the woods; but it fhould be at leaft at fifty
toifes diftance from the huts. When the ground is laid bare,
the flaves fhould not be fent out to their work till ten o’clock
in the morning, when the fun has had time to divide the
vapours, and the wind to drive them away. The four hours
loft after fun-rife, would be fully compenfated by fparing
the ftrength of the labourers, and by the prefervation of the
human race. This attention fhould be continued as long
as any lands are clearing or fowing, till the ground was
thoroughly purged and fettled ; when the colonifts might
be allowed to fix jupon it, and be employed without the
leaft apprehenfions at all hours in the day. Experience has
already juftified the neceflity of all thefe meafures.

Misfortunes Tue Englith and their {laves not hav-
awhich the Eng- ing followed the plan we have been trac-
lifh have fuffer- ing, perithed in great numbers at Taba-
ed at Tabago.  go, though moft of them came there to-

gether from the neighbouring colonies.

Eulightened by this difafter, they fettled to windward of
the 1fland, and death ceafed its ravages. The cuftom which
the Britifh government have of felling the foil of the iflands,
and the formalities in{eparable from fuch a fyftem, retarded
the formation of a fettlement, which by purfuing other
maxims, perhaps lefs prudent, might have been begun im-
mediately after the peace. It was not till 1766, that four-
teen thoufand acres of ground were allotted and divided in-
to fhares of five hundred acres each, New allotments were
afterwards made, but no planter was ever allowed to pur-
chafe more than one fhare.

" The ifland, the {oil of which hath been found too fandy,
is yet inhabited only by four hundred white people and
eight thoufand negroes. They were flopped in the begin-
ning of their career by ants, who have devoured the great-
eft part of the fugar canes which have been already planted.
The farty thoufand quintals of fugar which were gathered
from thirty plantations have been reduced to one half.
This void hath been filled up by cotton, the crop of which
is eight hondred thoufand pounds weight, and by indigo,
which yields twelve t.houlgnd pounds.  St. Vincent hath
not experienced a fimilar calamity.
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Wi thi¢ Englith and French, who Hiffory of the
for fomé years had béen ravaging the favages of Sk
Windward iflands; began to give {fome Vincent.
¢otfifténce to their fettleménts, in the ) »
year 1660 they agreed that Dominica and St. Vincent
fhould be left to the Caiibs as their propertg. Some of
thele favages, who till then had béen difperfed, retired into
the former, and the greater part into the latter. There
thefe mild a6d moderate men, lovers of peace and filence,
lived in the woods, in fcattered families, under the guidance
of dii old man, whom his age aloné had advanced to the
dignity of ruler, 'Thé dominion paffed fucceffively into.
every family, where the oldclt always became king, that is
to fay, the guide and father of the natior. Thefe ignorant
favages were ftill unacquainted with the fublime art of fub-
daing and governing men by force of arms ; of maffacring
the inhabitants of a country to get pofleflion of their lands ;
of granting to the conquerors the property, and to the con-
quered the labours of the conquered coitutry ; and, in pro-
cefs of time, of depriving both of the rights and the fruit
of their toil by arbitrary taxes.

The population of thefe children of nature was fuddenly
augmented by a race of Africans, whofe origin was never
politively afeertained. It is faid, that a fhip carrying ne-
groes for fale, foundered on the coaft of St. Vincent, and
the flaves who efcaped the wreck were received as brethren
by the favages. Others pretend that thefe negroes were de-
ferters, who ran away from the plantations of the neigh-
bouring colonies. A third tradition fays, that this foreign
race comes from the blacks whom the Caribs took from the
Spaniards in the firft wars between thofe Europeans and
the Indians, If we may credit Du Tertre, the moft an-
cient hiftorian who has written an account of the Antilles,
thole terrible favages, who were fo invetcrate againft their
mafters, fpared the captive llaves, brought them home, and
reftored them to liberty, that they might enjoy life, that
is, the common bleffings of nature, which no man has a
right to withhold from ary of his fellow-creatures.

Their kindnefs did not ftop here : for, by whatever
chance thefe ftrangers were brought inte the ifland, the
proprietors of it gave them their daughters in marriage ;
an}i, t}xe };a&:c that {prang from this mixture were called black

ol. V.
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Caribs, They have preferved more of the primitive colour
of their fathers than of the lighter hue of their mothers.
The red Caribs are of a low ftature ; the black Caribs tall
and flout ; and this doubly favage race {peak with a vehe-
mence that {eems to s cfemble anger.

The arrival of In procels of time, however, fome dif-
the French at  ferences arofe between the two nations.
St. Vincent raif- The people of Martinico perceiving this,
es difputes le- refolved to take advantage of their divi-
tween the red  fions, and raife themfelves on the ruins of
and the black  both parties. Their pretence was, that
Caribs. the black Caribs gave fhelter to the flaves

who deferted from the French iflands.
Impofture is always produétive of injuftice. Thofe who
were falfely accufed were afterwards attacked without rea-
fon. But the [mallnefs of the numbers fent out againft
them ; the jealoufy of thofe who were appointed to com-
mand the expedition ; the defeétion of the red Caribs, who
rcfufed to fupply fuch dangerous allies with any of the fuc-
cours they had promifed them to act againlt their rivals ;
the difficulty of procuring fubfiftence ; the impoffibility of
coming up with enemics who kept themfelves concealed in
woods and mountains : all thefe circumflances confpired to
difconcert this rafh and violent enterprife. It was obliged
to be given up, after the lofs of many valuable lives ; but
the triumph the favages obtained did not prevent them from
fuing for peace as fuppliants. They even mvited the French
to come and live with them, {wearing fincere friendfhip and
inviolable concord. The propofal was agreed to ; and the
next year, 171¢, many ofPthc inhabitants of Maitinico re-
moved to St. Vincent.

The firt who came thither {cttled peaceably, not only
with the confent, but by the affiftance, of the red Caribs.
This fuccefls induced others to follow their example; but
thefe, whether from jealoufy, or fome other motive, taught
the favages a fatal fecret.  That people, who knew of no
property but the fruits of the earth, becaufe they are the
reward of labour, learned with aftonithment that they could
fell the carth itfelf, which they had always looked upon as
bcdonging to mankind in gencral.  This knowledge indu-
ced them to meafure and fix beundarics ; and from that in-



Dosk XI7. 1IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES, 75
ftant peace and happinefs were banifhed from their ifland.

The partition of lands occafioned divifions amongft men..

The following were the caufes of the revolution produced
by the fyftem of ufurpation. .

*When the French came to St. Vincent, they brought
{laves along with them, to clear and till the ground, The
black Caribs, fhocked at the thoughts of relembling men
who were degraded by flavery, and fearing that fome time
or other their colour, which betrayed their origin, might

be made a pretence for enflaving them, took refuge in the

thickeft parts of the foreft. In this fituation, in order to
imprint an indelible mark of diftin&tion upon their tribe,
that might be a perpetual token of their independence,
they flattened the foreheads of all their children as foon as
they were born. The men and women, whofe heads could
ot bend to this ftrange fhape, dared no longer appear in
public without this vilible fign of freedem. The next ge-

ncration appeared as a new race. The flat-headed Caribs, -

who were nearly of the fame age, tall, proper men, hardy
and fierce, came and ereéted huts by the fea-fide.

They no fooner knew the price which the Europeans fet
upon the lands they inhabited, than they claimed a fhare
with the other iflanders.  This rifing fpirit of covetoufuefs
was at firlt appealed by fome prefeats of brandy, and a few
fabres, DBut not content with thefe, they foon demanded
fire-arms, as the red Caribs had ; and at laft they were de-
firous of having their fhare in all future {ales of land, and
likewife in the produce of pait fales. Provoked at heing
denicd a part in this brotherly repartition, they fori.ed in-
to a feparate tribe, {wore never more to affociate with the
red Caribs, chofe a chief of their own, and declared war.

The numbers of the combatants might be equal, but
their ftiength was not fo. The black Caribs had every ad-
vantage over the red, that induftry, valour, andboldnefs, muft
foon acquire over a weak habit and a timorous difpofition.

-

But that fpirit of equity, which is feldom dcficient in fa.

vages, made the conqueror confent to fhare with the van-
quifhed all the territozy lying to the leeward. It was the
only one which both parties were detirous of poflefling, be~
caufe there they were fure of receiving prefents from the
French. .

The black Caribs gained nothing by the agreement which
they themfelves had drawn up. The now planters wha

Da
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came to the ifland always landed and fettled near the red
Caribs, where the coalt was moft acceflible, This prefer-
ence roufed that enmity which was but ill extinguifhed.
The war broke out again. The red Caribs, who were al-
waye beaten, retived to windward of the ifland. Many
took to their cances, and went over to the continent, or to
Tabago ; and the few that remained lived fepatate from the
blacks. .

The black Caribs, conquerors and makers.of all the lee-
ward coalt, required of the Europeans that they fhould
again buy the lands they had already purchafed. A French-
man attempied to fhew the deed of his purchafe of fome
land which he had bought of a red Carib ; « I know not,”
fays a black Carib, < what thy paper fays ; but read what is
¢ written on my arrow. There you may fee, in charaéters
¢ which do not lie, that if you do not give me what I de-
¢ mand, I will goand barn your houfe to-night.”” In this
manner did a people, who had not learnt to read, argue
with thofe who derived fuch confequence from knowing
how to write. They made ufe of the right of force, with
as much affurance, and as little remorfe, as if they had
been acquainted with divine, political, and civil, right.

Time, which brings on a change of meafures with a
change of interefts, put an end to thefe difturbances. The
French became, in their turn, the ftrongeft. They no
longer {pent their time in breeding poultry, and cultivating
vegetables, caffava, maize, and tobacco, in order to fell
them at Martinico. In lefs than twenty years, more im.
portant cultures employed eight hundred white men and
three thoufand blacks. Such was the fituation of St. Vin-
cent when it fell into the hands of the Englifh; and was
fecured. to them by the treaty of 1963.

St. Bneent falls  Fuss ifland, which may have forty
ento the bands leagues in circumference, is mountainous,
of tha Englifb.  but interfeted by excellent valleys, and

: watered by a few rivers, It was in the
wetternpart of it that the French had begun the culture of
cacao and of cotton, and had made confiderable advances
in that of coffee. The conquerors formed there fome fu~
gar plantations. The impoffibility of multiplying them
gpon an- uneven: {oil, which-is full of ravines, made them
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defirous of occupying the plains towards the eaft. The f;—
vages, who had taken refuge there, refufed to quit them's
and recourfe was had ta arms to compel them to it. The
refiftance which they oppofed to the thunders of European
tyranny, was not, and could not poffibly be maintained
without great difficulty. . .

An officer was meafuring out the ground which had juft
been taken poffeffion of, when the detachment that accom-
panied him was unexpeéedly attacked, and almoft totally
deftroyed, on the 25th of March 1775. It was generally
believed that the unfortunate perfons who had juft been de-
prived of their pofleflions, were the authors of this violence g
and the troops put themfelves in motion to deftroy them.

Fortunately, it was determined in time, that the Caribs
were innocent ; that they had taken or maﬂ'acrefl feveral
fugitive flaves who had been guilty of fuch cruelties ; and
that they had fworn not to fiop till they had purged the
ifland of thofe vagabonds, whofe enormities were often im-

uted to them. %n order to confirm the favages in this re-

olution, by the allurement of rewards, the legiflative bo-
dy paffed a bill to enfure a gratuity of five moides, or'r20
hivres [51.] to any one who thould bring the head of a ne~
gro, who fhould have deferted within three months.

Great Britain hath not hitherto gained any great advan--
tage from thefe barbarities.  St. Wincent full reckons no
more than five hundred white men, and feven or eight thou-
fand negroecs. Their labours yield no:- more than twelve -
hundred quintals of cotton, fix millions weight of very fine-
fugar, and three hundred and fixty thoufand gallons of
rum. Thefe produ&ions grow upon- a very light kind of
foil, and which for that reafon, it is thought, will be foon
exhaulted.  This is an opinion generally received in Amé-
rica4 and-it will be proper to examine whether it be well'
founded. .

Undoubtedly, the rains which fall in' torrents upon a
broken country, muft more readily carry away a fandy foil
than a clayey one, the particles of which fhall adhere more
ftrougly to each other.. But isit underflood in what man-
ner a {oil can be exhautted ? Can it.be by. the lofs of thofe
carthy particles, into which the plants it produces are at
length reduced, and of which it feems to be deprived,.
when the plants do not rot upon the fpot where they have
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been cultivated ? In anfwer to this, it is proved from the
-experiments of Van Helmont, that plants do not take
away any fenfible weight from the foil ; and that it is the
moifture with which the earth is watered, that is the only
caufe of vegetation. If this exhaufting of the foil be fup-
pofed to arife from the lofs of the falts which it furnifhes
for the fucceffive growth of the plants, it is equally proved,
by the numerous experiments of M. Tillet, and of feveral
ether natural philofophers, that the ground is nothing more
than a matrix, in which the germina of plants receive their
growth, which they feem only to derive from heat and
moifture.  All thefe experiments colleted, fcem alfo to
prove, that the water alone, whether conveyed by natural
or artificial means, contain all the falts and all the princi-
ples that are to concur in producing this growth.

Let us therefore content ourfelves with faying, that fuch
or fuch a fpecies of earth may be more or lefs eafily put in-
10 a ftate fit to reccive and to preferve the quantity of wa-
ter neceflary for completing vegetation. The molt trifling
Tabour ftirs up a light foil : 1t is then eafily penetrated
by the flighteft rain : but a hard rain prefles it together,
and the fun eafily raifing the moifture, which in this flate
of compreffion it could only imbibe to a very little depth,
deprives it of the only {pecies of nouri(hment which it fur-
nifhed to the plant, and without which the plant could not
fubfit. Neverthelefs, the feafon is not called in queftion ;
and much lefs the ignorance of him who knows not how to
moderate its effe@s. Prejudice determines the foil to be
exhaufted and ruined. In future, it is worked only. with
regret, and confequently very ill. It is abandoned, while
nothing more was wanting than a proper fpecies of culture
to enrich the proprictor who negleéts it.

A fomewhat lefs degree of friability conftitutes what is
called a ftrong foil, which requires more tillage, and is of a
more laborious nature 3 but when once it is prepared, ma-
nured, and watered, the {tiff foil preferves for a much
longer time its moifture, which is a neceffary vehicle of the
falts, whether they be continually conveyed, and fucceflive-
ly venewed, by the rains, or by artificial watering.

Of what ule then, it will be faid, is dung ? It ferves to
raife up more cafily, and more generally, the foil, by the
fermentation which it cxcites in it, and to keep it for a
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lon ger time raifed and fupplied, either by its a&ivc'parti-
cles, which can only unfold themfelves gradually in the
compatt foils, fuch as thofc of the fecond fpecies, which
are divided by heating them, or by its oily particles, which
fattening the foil of the firt fpecies, retain in it, for a
longer time, the moifture which its too great laxity, and
the incoherence of its particles, would foon allow to
efcape. . . .

Dung, thercfore, properly applied, and according to its
quality, partly fupplics the place of tillage ; but can tillage
fupply the place of dung? We are inclined to think it
would not for light foils, which, fortunately, require but
litle dunging 3 but we believe it would in ftrong foils, and
thefe require a great deal of dung. But nothing can fup-
ply the place of rain; which, in America, when it is plep—
tiful, renders all the foils nearly equal. Some fruits
brought forward by the feafon, rot in the moft excellent
foils : but almoft all of them arrive at perfetion in the
moft ordinary foils. In Amecrica there is no rainy feafon
which is not fruitful ; while, in a dry feafon, the income
diminifhes fometimes by one half.

The only objeét that deferves the attention of the inha--
bitants of St. Vincent, as well as of all perfons who are in
pofleflion of alight foil, in whatever zone it may be fitu-
ated, muft therefore be, to fix their plantations upon theic
loweft mountains, to prefer the culture of fuch plants as
will cover the {oil fooneft, and will leave it lefs expofed to
the immediate fhock of heavy rains, which comprefs it
more and more when it is not tilled, and which drag it
away when it is prepared ; to choofe efpecially that plan of
culuvation, which, while it fhali not countera& the efforts
of the plant too much, fhall fupply it with a degree of
%rowth neceflary to defend the foil, at the time when it
ftands motft in need of it, in that feafon when it would be
in danger of being ftripped, in procefs of timne, down to the
fand. While the foil fhall remain covered with any kind of
carth, we need not fear its being barren. The foil which
hath once been [ufficient for the nutrition of any plant,
when brought into its primitive ftate by the care of the
cultivator, will for cver be fufficient for the fame purpofes.
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Great Britain Domuinica was inhabited by its owm
takés poffeffon  children.” In 1732 nine hundred and thirty.
gz' ng{n_;:q. ?ight Caribs were foupd there, diltributed
_ in thirty-two carbers; and three hundred
and forty-nine Frenchmen occupied a part of the coaft,,
which the favages had left to them. Thefe Europeans had.
no other alffiftance, or rather companions of their labours,
except twenty-three free mulattoes, and three hundred and;
thirty-eight laves. They were all employed in breeding
poultry, 1n raifing provifions for the confumption of Mar=
tinico, and in cultivating feventy-two thoufand two hun-
dred cotton fhrubs. Thefe trifling produdtions were after.
wards increafed by the addition o% coffee. At length the-
ifland, at the peace of 1763, when it became an Englith
poffeflion, reckoned fix hundred white people, and two-
thoufand negroes.. ' '

Since the end of the laft century, Great Britain, which
was advancing towards the dominion of the feas, while fhe
agcufegl Trance of afpirin‘g to the Inopax_chy of +2 Conir.
nene, nad lewed as muen eagerneis tor Pominica, as the
had in the late negociations, when vitory gave her a right
to choofe, Nine parifhes have fucceffively been eftablithed.
upor this ifland, where, ou the firft of January 1778, the
population confifted of fifteen hundred and feventy-four
white people, men, women, and children ; five hundred and
feventy-four mulattocs, or free negroes, and fourteen thou..
fand three hundred and eight flaves.

The cattle of the ifland did naot excead two handred and
eighty-cight horfes, {even hundred and feven mules, thirty.
four afles, eighteen hundred and thirty head of horned cate.
tle, nine hundred and ninety-nine hogs, and two thoufand
two. hundred and twenty-nine fheep, or goats.

Its cultures confifted of fixty.five fugar plantations,
which occupied five thoufand two huadred and fifty-feven
aeres of ground ; three thoufand three hundred and fixty-
nime acres planted with coffee, at the proportion of one
thoufand feet per acre; two hundred and [eventy-feven.
acres plauted with cacao, at the proportion of five hundred
feet per acre ; fourfcore and nine acres planted with cottor,
at the proportion of one thoufand feet per acre ; fixty-ning’
acres of indigo, and fixty trecs of black caffia. .

Its provifions confifled of twelve hundred and two acres
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of banana trees, fixteen hundred and forty-feven acres of
yams or_ potatoes, and two thoufand feven hundred and
twenty-nine trenches of mantoc.

Nineteen thoufand four bundred and feventy-eight acres
were taken up by the woods; four thoufand two hundred
and ninety-fix by palturages and favannas ; three thoufand
fix hundred and ffty-five acres were relerved for the crown,
and three thoufand four hundred and thirty-four were en-
tirely barren.

"This was all that fiftcen years of labour had been able to-
cﬁ':g upon a foil which was exceedingly hilly, and not very
fertile.

Tuas fettlement was expofed in its in-  Diffurbances bew -
fancy to a moft flagrant aét of difhoneRy. faveen the Eng-
Several of the planters had obtained con- /b of Dominica
Gderable advaoces from trade. To avoid and the French
paying their debts, they took refuge, with of the neighboura -
their flaves, in the French iflands, where tng jflands. ~
an open proteétion was granted them. In
vain they were claimed; in vain was it required that they
fhould be compelled ta fatisfy their creditors: every folicit-
ation was ufelefs. The legiflative body then made a law, .
which fecured to all French emigraats the advantage of en-
joying, without moleftation, all the riches they fhould bring
into Daminica.

Let us examine without partiality the conduét of the -
twa pations, and we fhall find it faulty on both fides.

And firflt, with refpe& to the Erench, let me afk them,
if thefe refugeces were not at the fame time thieves 2 Wh;
therefore did they grant them an afylum ? Why did they
refufe to give them up,. when they were claimed ? Let us
aven fuppofe that the requifition had been made in an im-
perious- mauner ; the bufinefs waoe to exsmine the juftice of
the claim; not the manner in which it was made. 'Fhis was’
not ao cecaftan in which it was proper to give a petulent
anfwer to a haughty demand. An a&ion which we are
wrged to by juftice can never be humilating. Let the
Erench, for a moment, put themfelves im the place of the'
ereditors, and tell mey whether they would not have fent tor
the court of Liandon the fame reprefentations, and the fame:
eampfaints ? and whether they would rot have been equal
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ly exafperated by its filence, or by its refufal ? There can-
not be two fyftems of juftice.

On the other hand, when by way of reprifal the Englith
offered an alylum to the French emigrants, did they not
doublt the fame fault? Did they not excite to robbery and
to defertion thofe fraudulent debtors who were inclined to
efcape from the legal purfuit of their creditors ? If the na-
tions who divided the New World among themfelves had
adopted, in imitation of them, the fame meafures, who
would have advanced to their colonifts the fums they might
bhave wanted ? What would have become of America, if
this pernicious fyftem had manifefled itfelf at the origin of
the conquefts ? What would {till become of it if it were
pniverfally adopted ? Let us refle&t a moment, and we fhall
be convinced, that a general fufpenfion of juftice would be-
come one of the moft dreadful calamities that could poffi-
bly afli& mankind. We fhall perceive, that fo fatal an
agreement among nations would bring the world back to
that ftate of plundering and barbarifm of which we have not
even an idea. What advantage will the Englifh find, in
infefting themfelves with our villains, and in fending theirs
to us ? What concern can we have, or what confidence can
we rcpofe, in men who are deftitute of faith towards their
fellow-citizens ? Do the Englilh expe@ more honefty from
ours? If they receive them, why fhould a third nation ex-
pel them? Is it intended that perfidy fhould wander, with
impunity, from one country to another, and fpread itfelf
over the whole furface of the globe ? I may perhaps exag-
gerate the confequences of this proceeding : but in order to
judge properly of an aftion, we muft confider the utmoft
extent of its effets. This is a certain way of imprefling
the mind more forcibly with them.

But I may be afked, in what manner fhould the Englith
have atted ? In the firft inftance, they were right in making
the demand. Afterwards, they fhould have gone down
{word in hand into the afylums of their de[gcrters, and
fhould have laid them wafte. Thus it is that they would
have fhewn themf{elves brave and upright men. The blood
that would have been {pilt would not have been imputed to
them; and they would have been applauded by all the
people of Europe, interefted in the fame caufe.

We nced not however be furprifed that both the Englifh
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and French fhould reciprocally grant a retreat to their
malefaétors, when we daily fee them arrogating to them-
felves the right of fending them to each other, by banithing
them from their own country ; a law, which is as contrary
to the common right, as that which fhould authorife a citi-
zen, whofe dog thould run mad, to let him loofe in the
houfe of his neighbour, would be contrary to the right of
individuals.

But a man who has two hands, is always a fpecies of
valuable property : he ought therefore not to be conceal-
ed. 1t may alfo be urged, that we have fome reafon to
exped, fince there are few inftances of it, that a wicked
man may amend. It is true, there may be one inftance in
a hundred of fuch an amendment : but the queftion is,
whether, for the chance of having one bad man who may
forfake his evil ways, it be prudent to keep a hundred in-
corrigible villains ?

Tuere was however another diftant In wbhat confifis
obje, exclufive of the care of fettling theimportance of
plantations, which entered into the exten- Dominica ?
five views oft the Englith. They withed
to attract the produétions of the French colonies to Domi-
nica, in order that they might fecure the trade of them to
themfelves. It was to carry this great projedt into execu~
tion, that, in 1766, all the ports of the ifland were made
free. A number of adtive and enterprifing men immediate-
ly came from Europe and from North America. Immenfe
ftores of corn, falt fith, and flaves, were formed at Rofeau.
This town fupplied the wants of Martinico, of Guadaloupe,
and of St. Lucia; and reccived in payment, commodities
of greater or lels value. Thefe exchanges wouid have been
even more confiderable, if by an ill-jydged avidity of the
treafury, Great Britain had not herfelf put u refiraint upon
thefe fraudulent copnections.

The events whi¢h have detached the American continent
from England, and the cforts which the French are making
ro extend their conne@ions in Africa, muit {oon reduce tne
ftaple of Dominica to nothing, or to a trifle ; but it can:
never be deprived of the advantage of its pofition.  Situat-
ed between Guadaloupe and Martinico, at only feven leagues.
diftance from each, it threatens them equaily. At both its.

Do
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extremities, to the north and to the fouth, aie two excel~
leat harbours, from whence the privateers and the fleets.
may intercept the navigation between the mother-country
and its colanies, and even the communication between the
two fettlements. What would be the confequence if the,
naythern port, known by the name of Prince Rupert, were
changed, as it might eafily be, into a harbour, and {urround=
ed with fortifications ? This plan, it is faid, hath been de-.
termined upon in the council of George 1II.  Every cir-
cumftance induces us to helieve that it will never be carried:
into exccution ; the nation hath too much confidence in its
naval forces, ever to incus fuch an expence.

Laquws pecyliar Domixica, in thefe latter times, hath
te Dominica. drawn the attention of a]l America, by an
event, the caufes of which may almolt be

traced as far back as the difcovery of the New World.

Scarce had the Europeans marked the foil of the other
hemifphere with their fanguinary fteps, than it became ne-
ceffary to progyre flaves from Africa, in order to clear it..
‘Women were found among this degraded race, whont the
fcarcity of females rendered agreeable to the figft colonifts.
From this alliange,. which feemed to be seprobated by na.
ture, there arofe a mixed generation, whofe chains were
often broken by paternal tendernefs. A lentiment of good-
nefs, innate in map, gave liberty, on fome occafions, to:
other flaves 4 and a ﬂﬁl greater number of captives pur-
chafed their freedom. ln vain did a fufpicious and provis-
dent fyftem of palicy exclaim, with vehemence, againft this
cuftem, applauded by humanity : the beftawing of freedom
upon flaves was. Rill continued ; apd even became more fre
quent.

The freedmen, however, were not put upon an entire
equality with their former maftevs. The laws generally.
imprinted a mark of inferiority on this clafs of men. They.
were ftill more degraded by prejudice, in the frequent oc-
qurrences of cwil ife,  Their fituation was never any thing.
lr,r.‘;ore than.an iotermediate fate between flavery and originﬁ
1berty.

Di}riiué’dom fo humiliating filled the minds of thefe freeds
men with rage. The flave s commonly in fo abje& a
Rate, that he doth pot dare to defy his tyrant ; he cando



Bosk XIP. IN EHE EAST AND WEST INDIES. &

nothing more than hate him. But the heart of a man
whofe chains have been fhaken off, hath a greater degree
of energy ; he both hates, and bids defiance to the white
en.

i The dangerous effefts of thefe finifter difpofitions thould
have been prevented. In the focieties of Europe, where
21l the members are equals, where the intereft of each indi-
vidual is the intereft of the whole community ; we are not
allowed to fuppofe that a citizen would intentionally do
any thing ivjurious to the general good, unlefs there are
ftrong proofs of it. But in America, }vl.mere an enormous
and fingular body, of men, divided in opinions, is compofed
of three different claffes, it is thought right to facrifice the
two laft to the fecurity of the former. The flaves are kept
in a perpetual ftate of appreffion, and the freedmen are
thrown into prifon upon the flighteft fufpicion. Their.
averfion for the white people is confidered as a delinquency
of a very ferious nature, and juftifies, in the eyes of autho-
rity,. all the precautions that are taken againft them. It is
to this ftrange feverity that meft of the rations have wifhed
to attribute the kind of tranquillity which they have enjoy-
ed in their fettlements in the New World,

In the Englifh colonies alone the free negro is upon the
fame footing as the white man  The ftrongeft prefump-
tions are not fufficient to authorife an attack upon the
liberty of the ope, any more than of the other. Hence.it
happens that the law, which is very cautious, for fear of a
miftake, in fixing upon the criminal, fometimes remains in~
aftive for a longer time than is coofiftent with the public
advantage. The freedmen have fometimes abufed thelcine
dulgences in the Britifh iflands ; and their feditious comma-
tions have obliged Dominica to alter ita fyftem,

1t was determined, by a bill paffed in the manth of Sep.
tember 1774, that no colasift thould, for the future, be al-
lowed to grant liberty to any flave, before he had paid 100
piftoles [43l. 138, 4d.] into the public treafury. But if
the freedman could afterwarda. prove that he could nat gain
a fubfiftence by his labaur, he was ta receive 8q livres [3L
6s. 8d.] every fix menths, till he fhould be enabled, by
more favourable cireymftances, to do without this affift.
ance.

Every freedman, conviéted. by the depofition of twa wit~
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nefles, either free or flaves, before two juftices of the peace,
of being guilty of any offence that iq not capital, is to be
whipped, or to pay a fine, or to be imprifoned, according
as the magiftrates fhall determine. The fame punithments
are to be infli¢ted upon him for having difturbed the pub-
lic peace, or for having infulted, threatened, or beaten a
white man.

A freedman who fhall have affifted a flave to defert, who
fhall have granted an afylum to him, or accepted of his fer-
vices, fhall be condemned to a fine of 2,000 livres [83l. 6s..
8d.] to be applied to public ufe. If the culprit fhould be
unable to pay the fum, he fhall undergo three months im-
prifonment, or be whipped, according to the decifion of
the juftices of the peace. v

No free negro, mulatto, or meftee, fhall be allowed to
vote at the eleftion of a reprefentative of his parith, in the
general affembly of the colony. Neither proteétion nor
fortune can ever eflace this mark of reprobation.

Plan conceived AFTER having given a feparate ac-
by the Britifh count of each of the three neutral iflands
minifiry to ren-  which England acquired by the treaty
der flourifhing  of 1763, it is incumbent upon us to ftate
the three iflands  the means which that power hath thought
awbhich were for- proper to employ, in order to derive folid
-merly neutral. advantages from their profperity.

At firft, government thought proper
to fell the different portions of the extenfive foil which the
fuccefs of the war had given to them. Had they been
gratuitoufly beftowed, they would have been obtained by fa-
vour and intrigue, and they would not have been ufeful for
a long time. But the nation was well convinced, that
e¢very citizen who fhould have employed part of his ca-
pital in the acquifition of an eftate, would not fail to lay
out upon it what was ncecffary for him to make the moft
of his property.

It might, however, be improper to exact the immediate
payment of the ceded lands, becaufe the new plantations
require fuch great expences in buildings, in cattle, and in
flaves, On this account, it was fettled, that the purchafer
fhould not be obliged to pay morc than twenty per cent,
in the firt inftance,- ten per-cent. the two following *years,
and afterwards twenty per cent. cvery year after, till the
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payment was completed. He was to be divefted of all his
privileges, if he did not fulfil his engagements at the ftated
periods. )
P In order to foften what might appear too fevere in this
law, the planter was allowed to change this debt into a per-
petual annuity ; and even the firft payment was not to begin
till a twelvemonth after the clearing of the land.

As the vaft extent of the eftates had vifibly diminifhed
the mafs of the produ&ions in the iflands, which England
had poffefled for a-long time, it was thought proper to take
-meafures to avoid this inconvenience in the new acquifitions,
It was decreed, that no perfon fhould be allowed to pur-
chafe more than one plantation; and that the largeft of
them -fhould not exceed five hundred acres. It was even
limited to three hundred for Dominica, the pofition and
deftination of which required a greater number of Euro-
peans. Government alfo decreed, that five of every hund-
red acres fhould be annually cleared, till half the plantation
fhould be cultivated ; and that thofe who fhould not have
fulfilled this obligation fhould pay a fine of 112 livres 10
fols [41. 13s. 9d.] annually, for every acre of ground which
fhould not have been cultivated in the limited time. Every
colonift was obliged alfo to put one white man, or two
white women, upon every hundred acres of his territory,
under the penalty of paying every year to the treafury goo
livres 371, 10s] for every man, and half of that fum for
every woman, that fhould be wanting to make up the num-
ber he ought to have.

This laft precaution might give fome confiftence to the
new fcttlements ; but it was thought they would one day
ftand in need of further affiftance. In order to procure it
for themr in time, gratuitous conceflions of land, from ten
to thirty acres, have been granted in favour of the poor who
choofe to fettle in thoft iftards. This was a fufficient por-
tion of land to enable them to live by their labour, in thofe
ealy circumftances which they would never have experienced
in the cld hemifphere. From an apprehenfion that they
might lend their name to fome rapacious man, or might
afterwards fell their property to him, -it was ordained, that
they fhould themfelves take poffeffion of the land three
months after it had been granted te them ; that they fhould
dwell upon it for .twelve months cchs(cutively; and that
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they fhould keep it for feven whole years. After this time,
they were to pay a fine of 22 fols [6d.] for every acre.
which fhould be cultivated, and one of 12 livres § fols.
[11s. 8d.] for thofe which flould remain uncultivated.

The Englifh iflands had for a long while complained of
the want of rain, becaufe all their forefts had been levelled..
In order to prevent this inconvenience in the new pofleflions,
the commiffaries were ordered to preferve for the crown ar
fufficient quantity of the woods ta attract.the clauds, and.
to keep up that degree of moilture which is more or lefs
neceffary for all the plants peculiar to America..

Laflly, none of the fums acquired by the fale of the.
lands were to belong to government.. They were all to be
confecrated to the harbours, to the fortifications, and ta
other obje@s of ufe in thofe iflands.

The tate of the French, refiding in great numbersat
Dominica and at St. Vincent, remained ftill to be fettled..
Thefe planters were under no kind of apprehenfion for their
property. They had obtained or purchafed it. from the
Indians, and had been confirmed in their pofleffion by the
government of Martinico, who required of them a flight
duty in return. The firlt of thefe titks could be of no
weight in the ¢yes of a conquering power ;. and the fecond
waa manifeftly contrary to the conventions between the
courts of Liondon and of Verfailles, who bad engaged them-
felves not to allow their refpeive fubjeéts to fettle in the
neutral iflands.

The expe@ations, therefore, of thofe altive men, who
would have accelerated the progrefs of the two colonies
which they them{elves bad founded, were entirely fruftrat.
ed. Whether the Britilh miniftry were apprehenfive of
difgufting the Englifh, in obliging them to-pay for a terri-

, which their ancient rivals continued to poflefs gratuit-
my, or whether a wifh prevailed of getting rid of thofe
foreigners, who, by their religion and their habits, might.
be too ftrongly attached to their former country, it waare~
gulated, that the French fhould, for the future, enjoy their
plantations only upesn perpetnal leafes.

This hard reftraint, fa costrary to the maxims.of found:
policy, difperfed them. The emigratian was.not, however,
univerfal.  After the fsfll effets of diffatisfaltion, the
wifelk. of them hecame fenfible that they fhould Rillgaig,
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more by repurchafing the lands which they already enjoy-
ed, tbaz; if l:ﬁey-.\vcr_c te fettle upon 3 frefh fpot that would
coft them pothing.

Great BriTaiy entertained great ex-  Obfagles whick
eQations from the meafures which the have prevested
had taken for the profperity of her con- the profperity of

quefts.  The fuccels hath not been the neytral
anfwerable ; and the caufes of this fiogu- ifgnds.
lar difappointment are well known.

The three neutral iflands were no fooner fecured to:
England by the treaties, than it hecame a general paffion to
form fettlements upen them. This epidemical madne(s
made the lands which were fold by government rife to an
extravagant price. As a bold [pirit of enterprife was the
only fortune moft of the purchafers bad, credit became their
only refource. They found it in London, and in fome
other trading places, the merchants of which, miﬂcc} by the
Lime Mufior borrowed confiderable fums at & low intererr,
in order to lend them i3 {uclz ¢nterprifing fpeculators at an
advanced intereft. ’

The new proprietors, moft of whom had purchafed »
foil, without taking the trouble of examining it, proceeded
with the fame levity in the formation of their plantatione.
The coafts, and the interior parts of the iflands, were foon
covered with maflers and flaves, equally inexperienced in the
laborious and difficult art of clearing the lands.  This oc-
cafioned numberlefs faults and misfortuces. The evil be~
came extreme, and foon broke out.

The colonifts had borrowed at eight per cent. in 1766,
or about that period, and the loan was to be paid five years
after. The impoffibility they found of fulfilling thefe en-
gagements alarmed their European creditors.  Difappoint.
ed of the remittances they expefted, thefe rapacious lenders
were at length undeceived ; and the greater their credulity
had been, the more adtive did their anxiety become. Having
recourfe to the authority of the law, they expelled from
their plantations the unhappy men who had been unfortun-.
ately feduced by rafh expectations. Thus ended the delua
five profpect of the new Englifh colonies.

But this great commotion muft be attended with favour..
able confequences.  The manures undertaken by men withe
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out powers, and who are reduced to their original poverty,
will procure to the nation the (ame advantiges tHat ufually
refult from an jrregular and diforderly ferment in the ttate.
A foil which languithed in the hands of the firft poffeffors
will be cultivated with better means, with more intclligencc
and economy. While we are expeing the effefts of this
new effort of induftry and adtivity, let us refume the ac-
count of the Englith poffeflions in the American archipe-
lago.  To alcertain the value of the colonies of a maritime
and commercial power, is to make an efltimate of its
ftrength.

Prefent flate of  Tus Dritith iflands in the Weft Indies
the  Englifh are in gencral more extenfive than they
Slands. are fertile. Mountains, which cannot be

cultivated, occupy a great fpace in fome
of them ; and others are entirely, or partly, formed of a
chalky foil, which produces but very little.  The beft have
been cleared for a rong time, and require the affiltance of
manures, which are imperfe& and fcarce in this part of the
New World. Moft of them have been ftripped of the
forells, by which they were originally fheltered, and are ex=
poled to droughts, which often ruin the labours undertaken
with the firi¢teft attention, and carried on at a great ex-
pence.

Accordingly, the increafe of provifions hath not been
proportioned to the number of hands employed in obtaining
them. TThere ate at this time in thofe colonies four hund-
red thoufand flaves, who by their labours fcarce produce
two thirds of the income that is colle&ted from a richer foil
with the fame means.

"The number of white people hath generally diminifhed
in proportion to the increafe of the negroes. Not but that
there were as many idle or indigent men in England to re-
place thofe who perithed, or who difappeared with the for-
tunes they had acquired, as at the time of the firlt emigra-
tion ; but the fpirit of adventure, which the novelty of the
objeét, and the concurrence of circumftances had excited,
was either checked or annihilated. On one hand, the
fpace which was occupied by the fmaller cultures had been
fucceflively filled with fugar plantations, which require an
immenfe extent of territory ; and on the other, the %Foprie~
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tors of thefe great plantations bave reduced, as much as
peflible, the number of their agents, whofe falaries were be-
come a heavy burden.

Since this revolution, the Britith iflands have ftill greater
reafon than ever to be apprehenfive of plunder and of inva-
fion. Their colonifts, who are all inlifted, were formerly
ftrong enough at leaft to repel a weak and ill-armed enemy.
Moft of them might at prefent be taken by furprife, fhould
the navy of the mother-country ceafc one moment to pro-
te& them. It is a great point, if in the prefent ftate the
militia are able to contain the negroes, who are more un-
fortunate under the Englith dominion than under any
other : for it fhould feem, that the hardfhips of flavery
were fo much the greater among free nations, in propor-
tion as it is more unjult, and more foreign to the conttitu-
tion. Such is the progrefs of man towards independence,
that, after having fhaken off the yoke, he wilhes to impofe
it upon others; and that thofe who are the moft impatient
of fervitude become the fondeft of dominion !

The Weft Indies were never fubjeéted to any impoft by
Great Britain.  But, in 1663, Barbadoes, and the other
iflands, except Jamaica, voluntarily engaged to pay a per-
petual tax of four per cent. upon all their produ&tions which
thould be exported. So great an a& of generofity hath
fince appeared burdenfome, and the weight of it was allevi-
ated as much as poflible. As this obligation is paid in
commodities, there are fcarce any delivered to government,
except fuch as are in fome refpect faulty ; and the colonifls
are not more {crupulous with regard to their weight than
to their quality. Thus it is that the treafury receives only
two thirds of the gift which was formerly granted to them.

This is ftill too much for fettlements that are obliged to
defray their internal expences themfelves. Thefe were ver
confiderable when thofe colonies regulated all their own af}:
fairs, or ereted the fortifications judged neceffary for their
fecurity. The taxes were multiplied at this period ; and
every difagreeable event brought on frefh ones, becaufe it
was thought more prudent to require contributions of the
citizens, than to have recourfc to public engagements.
Time hath diminithed the wants, and it has been found ne-
ceffary to provide for thole which remained with more eco-
nomy, becaufe the planters have not the fame refources.
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The taxes are at prefent inconfiderable, and they might
fill be reduced, if thofe who fill the pofts of adminiftration,
in manifeft contradi@ion to the republican fpirit, which is
that of difintereftedne(s, did not require large falaries.

But this is an unavoidable inconvenience attending a com~
mercial nation. Whether free or not, they ultimately love
or value nothing but wealth, The thirft of gold being
more the work of imagination than of neceflity, we are not
fatiated with riches as we ar¢ with the obje@is that gratify
our other paffions. The latter are diftin&t and tranfient ;
shey either countera@ or fucceed each other ;. whereas the
thirtt of gold feeds and fatisfies all the other paffions, at
lealt it fupplies their plaee, in proportlon as it exhaufts
them, by the means it contributes towards the gratification
of them. 'There is no habit which is more confirmed by
cultom than that of amaffing riches. It feems equally to
be excited by the enjoyments of vanity, and by the felf-de-
nial of avarice. The rich man always wants to fill or to
sncreate his treafure, ‘Fius is x conflant obfervation, which
extends from individuals to nations.

Since large fortunes have been raifed in England b
trade, the defire of wealth ¢ become the univerfal and ru{
ing paffion.  Such citizens as have not been able, or did
not choofe to follow this lucrative profeflion, have fill
turned their views to that gain which the manners and opi-
nion of the times have maﬁe neceflary. Even in afpiring
to honours, they hunt after riches. In following the ca-
reer of thofe laws and virtues, which ought ever mutually
to affit each other, even in obtaining the honour of a feat
in parliament, they have found out the way of aggrandiz-
ing their fortune. In order to be chofen members of this
powetful body, they have bribed the votes of the people ;
and have not been more athamed of felling thefe very peo-

le to the court, than they were of having bought them.
%vcry vote in the fenate of the empire is become venal. A
celebrated minifter had a book of rates of the probity of
each member, and openly boafted of it, to the difgrace of
the Englifh, It'was the duty of his office, he faid, to buy
off the reprefentatives of the nation, in order that they
fhould vote, not againft, but according to, their confcience.
But what can conlcience avail againft the allurements of
gain ? If the mercantile {pirit hath been able to diffufe in,



Buwok x7¥.  IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 43

the mother.country the cogtagion of Pe'rfona‘l interéft; how
is it poffible that it fhould not have infected the coloniés,
of which it is the principal and the fupport? Is it then
true, that, in proud Albion, a man who fhould bé generoiis
enough to ferve his country for the mere love of glo

woulﬁ be confidered as a man of another world, and of the
laft age? Vain-glorious ifland, may thine enemies renounce
this fordid {pirit of intereft, and thou wilt on¢ day reftore
to them all they have loft! N

Neverthelefs, opulence feems to prevail in the Englifh
fettlements in the Weft Indies. This is becaufe the pro-
ceedings of arbitrary aathority, which afli&t fo many other
countries, 'arc unknown here; becaufe there are nbne of
thofe vile inftruments of the treafury, who deftroy the bafis
of property, in order to eftablifh the forms of it: becaufe
the culture of fugar hath been fubftituted there, to that of

rodu&ions of little value: becaufe the plantations belong
1n general to rich men, or to powerful affociations, which
never fuffer them to want the neceffary means for their im-
provement ; becaufe if fome unfortunate cafualty fhould re-
duce the colonift to the neceffity of borrowing, he obtains
the loan eafily, and at a cheap rate; for his poffeffions aré
mortgaged to his creditor, and the payment is fecured at
the ftated times: becaufe thefe iflands are lefs expofed to
devattation and invafion than the pofleffions of other powers,
that are rich in produttions, and poor in fhips : becaufe the
events of the moft obftinate and moft deftruQive wars never
prevent, and feldom retard, the exportation of their com-
modities : in a word, it is becaufe the Britifh ports always
open to their principal crops a more advantageous mart
thaa their rivals can expeét anywhere elfe.  Accordingly,
the lands conftantly bear a very high price in the Englith
iflands, both the Europeans and the Americans being equal.
ly eager wo purchafe them,

Thefe lands would ftill have been in greater requéft, if
the accels to the Weft Indies had been lefs rigidly prohis
bited to foreign navigators; if they had been at liberty to
choofe their own purchafers throughout the globe. But
a fet of laws, the regulations of which it hath never been

ffible to elude, have concentrated their conneétions with.
i the limits of their own empire, with the national pro-
winces of both hemifpheres.
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Thefe colonies do not find upon their own territory ei-
ther provifion for their own fubfiftence, or beafts of burden
for their labours, or woods for their buildings, They were
fupplied with thefe objeéts of primary neceflity by North
Anmerica, which received in payment rum and other produc-
tions, to the amount of three or four millions of livres [from
125,000l to 166,666l. 13s. 4d.] every year. The troubles
which have divided Old and New England have interrupt.
ed this communication, to the great detriment of the iflands.
"T'ill neceffities of an urgent nature fhall caufe it to be open=
ed again, or ull other conne&ions fhall be formed, to be
fubftituted to it, the Weft Indies will have no other vent
for their productions than that which Great Britain will
furnifh them.

At the prefent period, England receives annually from
the iflands (he occupies in the Welt Indies, to the amount
of about ninety-three millions of livres [3,875,c00l.] in
commodities, including fixteen or {eventeen millions [from
666,666l 135, 4d. to 708,3331. 6s. 8d.] which they pay
to government, and the rum which Ireland receives direct-
ly in payment for the falt provifions which it furnifhes to
the colonies.

Almott all the fugar, which forms three fourths of the
produce of the iflands, is confumed in the kingdom itfclf,
or is carricd to Ireland. It is feldom that any of it is fent
to Hamburgh or to other markets.

The exports which Great Britaiu makes of the produc-
tion of the iflands do not annually exceed feven or eight
millions of livres [from 241,666!. 13s. 4d. to 333,333l 6s.
8d.] If we add to this fum what fhe muft gain upon her
cottons, which fhe manufac¢tures with fo much fuccefls, and
which are diffufed throughout a great part of the globe, we
fhall have a tolerably exact idea of the advantages which
this empire derives from the Weft Indics.

The iflands reccive in pay ment their furniture and cloth-
ing, the utenfils ncceflary for their manufatures, a great
deal of hardware, and flaves for the working of their lands.
But the things that are fent to them are infinitely inferior
in value to thofe which are reccived from them.  We muft
deduét the expences of navigation and of infurance, the
commiffion, or the profit of the merchant. We maft de-
dué& the intereflt of fixteen millions Rerling, which thefe co-

4
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lonies owe to the mother-couyntry. We mult deduét what
the rich proprietors of the plantations fpend in England,
where they habitvally refide. If we except the pofleflions
acquired or fecured by the treaties of 1763, the infant
plantations of which are ftill in want of advances, the other
pofleflions of the Weft Indies {carce receive in their har-
bours the fourth part of the value which they fend out
from them.

It was the capital of the empire which formerly fent out
almoft all the cxports, and reccived almoft all the returns.
Men of enlightened underftanding were very properly in-
cenfed at this evil. But London 1s at leaft the fineft port
in England. Tt is there that fhips are built, and manufac-
tures are carried on.  London furnithes feamen for naviga-
tion, and hands for commerce, It ftands in a temperate,
fruitful, and central country. Every thing has a free pafl-
age in and out of it. It may be truly faid to be the heart
of the body politic, from its local pofition. That city is
not filled with proud and idle men, who only encumber and
opprefs the laborious people, It is the feat of the nation-
a{)aﬂ'embly. There the king’s palace is neither valt nor
empty. He reigns in it by his prefence, which animates
every thing, There the fenate ditates the laws, agreeable
to the fenfe of the people it reprefents. It neither fears
the eye of the monarch, nor the frowns of the miniftry.
London has not arrived to its prefent greatnafs by the in-
fluence of government, which ftrains and over-rules all na-
tural caufes; but by the ordinary impulfe of men and
things, and by a kind of attraction of commerce. It is the
fea, it is England, it is the whole world, that makes Lon-
don rich and populous.

Neverthelefs, this immenfe ftaple hath loft, in procefs of
time, fomething of that fpecies of monopoly which it exer-
cifed over the colonies and over the provinces. DBriftol,
Liverpool, Lancafter, and Glafgow, have taken a confider-
able fhare in this great circulation. A more general com-
petition would even have been eftablithed, if a new (yftem
of manners, a diflike for a retired life, the defire of ap.
proaching the throne, and an effeminacy and corruption
which have excceded all bounds, had not colleted at Lon-
don, or within its diftri&, a third part of the population of
the whole kingdom, and efpecially the great confumers.
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Sumdiary of 1 Tue hiftdry of the great America®
siches that Eu.  archipeldgt cannot be better concludeds
rope drdady than by a recapitulation of the advantagesd
from the Ameri- it procutes to thofe powers which havé
cati iflarids. fucceflively invaded it. It is only by the

dmpulfe which the immenfe produtions
of this archipelagb have given to trade, that it muft ever
hold a diftinguithed place in the annals of nations; fince,
in fa&, riches are the fpring of all the gredt revolitions
that difturb the globe. The colonies of iﬁa‘Minor ocea-
fioned both the %’)léndduf of that quarter of thé carth, and
the downfal of Greece. Rome, whith was at firlt defirots
of fubduin% nations only to govern them; was ftopped id
the progrels of her greatnefs, when fhe acquired the poffef-
fion of the treafures of the caft. War feemed to flumber
for a while in Europe, in order to invade a new world:
and has fince been fo often renewed there, merely to divide
the fpoils. Poverty, which will always be the lot of the
greater part of mankind, and the choice of 4 few wife men,
makes no difturbance in the world. Hiftory, therefore,
can only tréat of maffacres or riches.

The iflands of the other hémifphere yicld annually fif-
teen millions of livres [625,000l.] to Spain; eight mil-
lions (333,333l Gs. 8d.] to Denmark; thirty millions
[ 1,250,000l ] to Holland ; eighty-two millions&g’,4l6,666].
13s. 4d.] to England; and one hundred and twenty-fix
millions [§,250,000!.] to France. The proda&tions there-
fore gathered in fields that were totally uncultivated within
thefe three centuries, aré fold in our continent for about
two hundred and fixty-one millions of livres g(xo,8'75,oobl.]

.. This is not a gift that the New World makes to the Old.
The people who rective this important fruit of the labour
of their fubjets fettled in America, give in exchange,
though with evident advantage to themlelves, the produce
of their foil and of their mahufadtures. Some confume
the whole of what they draw from thefe diftant poflcfiians’y
others make the overplus the bafis of a profperous trade
with their neighbours. Thus every nation that is poffeffed
of property in" the New World, if it be truly induftrious,
gains ftill lefs by the number of rien it maintains abroad,
without any experice, than by the population which thofe
procure it at home. To {ubfift a colony in Amenica, ¥ &
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neceffary to cultivate a proviuce in Europe ; and this ad-
ditional labour increafes the inward ftrength and real wealth
of the natidn. The whole globe is {enfible of this impulfe.

- The labours of the people fettled in thofe iflands are the
fole bafis of the African trade : they extend the fiflteries
and the cultures of North America, afford a good market
for the manufactures of Afia, and double, perhaps treble,
the aétivity of all Europe. They may be confidered as the
principal caufe of the rapid motion which now agitates the
univerfe. This ferment maft increafe, in proportion as
cultures, that are fo capable of being cxtendc_ » fhall ap-
proach nearer to their higheft degree of perfetion.

Notaing would be more likely to halt-  The &2 mode 1o
en this bappy period, than to give upthe b ud/o(md or
exclufive trade, which every nation has increafing the :
referved to it®If in its own colonies. An  produstions of
unlimited freedom to trade with all the ‘the Americun
iflands would be produétive of the great- archipelago.
elt efforts, by cxciting a general compe-
tition. Men who are infpired with the love of humanity,
and are enlightened by that facred fire, have ever withed
10 fee every abftacle removed that intercepts a dire& com-
munication of all the ports of America with all thofe of
Europe. The feveral governments, which, being almoft
all corrupt in their origin, canmot be influwenced by this
principle of univerfal benevolence, have imigined that uf-.
{ociations, moftly founded on the feparate intereft ‘of each
nation, or of one fingle individual, ought to be formed, in
order to confine all the conneétions of every colony to" its
refpective mother country.  The opinion is, that thefe re
ftraining laws fecure to each commercial nation in Europe
the fale of its own territorial produ&ions, the means of -
procuring fuch foreign commodities as it may ftand in need
of, and an advantageous balance with all the other trading
nations. ’

This {yftem, which was long thought to be the beft, has -
been vigoroufly oppoled, when the theory of eommerce had
once fhaken off the fetters of prejudice. It has been alleg-
ed, that no nation can fup ly all the real or imaginary
wants of its colonies out ofp 1ts own property, There is
not one that is not obliged to get fome articles from abroad,

V. V. . E
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in order to complete the cargoes deftined for America.—
From this neceflity ariles at leaft an indire&t communica-
tion of all nations with thofe diftant poffeflions. Would.
itnot be more eligible to convey each article to its deftina-
tion in a direét line, than by this indire& way of exchange ?
Fhis plan would be attended with lefs expence; would
promote both culture and' confumption, and bring an in.
creafe of revenue to the public treafury : an infinite num-
ber of advantages would accrue to the mother countries,
which would make them full amends for the exclufive right
they all claim, to their reciprocal injury.

Thefe maxims are true, folid and ufeful, but they will
not be adopted. The reafon is this: A great revolution
ia preparing in the trade of Europe, and is already too far
advanced not to be completed. Every government is en-
deavouring to do without the affiftance of foreign induftry.
Moft of them have fucceedéd, and the reft will not be lon
before they free themfelves from this dependence. Al-
ready the Englith and the French, who are the great ma.
nufaturers o? Europe, fee their mafterpieces of workman.
fhip refufed on all fides. Will thefe two nations, which
are at the fame time the greateft planters in the iflands,
open their ports to thofe who force them, as it were, to
fhut up thar marufaures at home? The more they lofe
in the foreign markets, ‘the tefs they will confent to a com-
petition in the only market they have left. They will ra-
ther ftrive to extend it, that they may have a greater de-
mand for their commodities, and a greater fupply of Ame-
rican produétions. It is by thefe returns that they will
preferve their advantage in the balance of trade, without
being apprehenfive that the -plenty of thefe produéions
will lower their value. The progrefs of induftry in our
continent muft inereafc population and wealth, and of
courfe the confumption and value of the produttions of the
Antilles,

What willbethe  But what will become of this part of
Sate of the Amo~ the New World? Will the fectlements

rican iflands  that render it fo flourithing, always re-
, bereafier. main in the bands.of their original pof-

. feflors ; or will the mafters of them "be
changed? If a revolution fhould take place in them, by
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what means will it be brought about, and what people will
reap the advantage of it ? Thefe are queftions that afford
much room for conjeéture, which may be affifted by the
following refle@ions.

The iflands depend totally upon. Europe for a fupply of
all their wants. Thofe which only refpe& wearing apparel
and implements of hufbandry will admit of delay ; but the
lealt di‘f)ap ointment, with regard to provifions, fpreads a
general alarm, and caufes univerfal defolation, which ra-
ther tempts the people to with for, than to fear, the ap»

roach of an enemy. And, indeed, it is a common faying
in the colonies, that they will never fail to capitulate with
a fquadron flored with barrels of flour inftead of gun-
powder., If we pretend to cbviate this inconvenience, by
obliging the inhabitants to cultivate for their own fubfift-
ence, we defeat the very end of thefe fettlements, without
any real advantage. The mother country would deprive
herfelf of a great part of the rich produce of her colonies,
and would not preferve them from invafion. '

In vain fhould we hope to repulfe an invafion by the
help of negroes, born in a climate where effeminacy ftifles
the {eeds o% courage, and who are ftill more enervated by
flavery, and, confequently, but little concerned in the
choice of their tyrants. In fuch hands, the beft weapons
muft be ufelefs. It might even be apprehended that they
would turn them againit their mercilels oppreffors.

The white people appear to be better defenders of the
colonics. Befide the courage which liberty naturally in-
{pires, they muft alfo be animated with that which exclu-
fively belongs to great proprietors, They are not men de«
bafed by coarfe labours, by obfcure occupations, or by
indigence. The abfolute fway which they exercife in their
plantations, muft have infpired them with pride and great-
nefs of foul. Bat, difperfed as they are among vaft pof-
feffions, what can their fmall number avail ? nd would
they even prevent an invafion, were they able to do it ?

All the colonifts hold it as a maxim, that their iflands
are to be confidered as+4hofe great cities in Europe, which,
lying open to the firft-comer, changc their dominion with-
out an attack, without a fiege, and almoft without being
fenfible of the war. The ftrongeft is their mafter. The
inhabitants exclaim, ¢ God fave the ctEnqueror!" in imi

2
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tation of the Italiane, who have pafled and repafled from
one yoke to arother in the courfe of a campaign. Whe-
ther the city fhould return, at the time of pcace, under its
former government, or thould remain in the hands of the
vi€or, it has lolt nothing of its fplendour; while towns
that are defended by ramparts, and difficult to be taken,
are always depopulated and reduced to & heap of ruins.
Accordingly, there is fearce, perhaps, one inhabitant in the
Anmerican iflands, whe does not confider it to be a fatal
prejudice to expofe his fortune for the fake of his coun.
try. Of what importance is it to this rapacious calculator
whofe laws he obeys, if his crops are left flanding ? Is it
to enrich himfelf that he has crofled the feas? If he pre-
ferves his treafure, his purpofe is anfwered. Can the mo-
ther country that forfakes him, and frequently after having
.tyrannized over him; that is rcady to give him up, or,
sperhaps, to fell him, at the concluion of a peace, have any
claim to the facrifice of his life? It is no doubt a glorious
thing to die for one’s country. But a ftate, where the
profperity of the nation is facrificed to forms of govern-
ment ; where the art of impofing upon men is the art of
training up fubjefls; where flaves are wanted inflead of
citizens ; where war is declared, and peace concluded,
without confulting the opinion or the wifhes of -the peo-
ple; where evil defigns are always countenanced by the in-
trigues of debauchery, or the praétices of monopoly ; and
where ufeful plans are only adopted with fuch reflriGions
as prevent their being cartied into execution : is this the
country for which our blood fhould be fucrificed ?

The fortifications ereéted for the defence of the colonies,
will fecure them no better than the cfforts of the inhabi-
tants. Even if they were ftronger, and better guarded
and ftored than they have cver been, they muft always fur-
render unlefs they are fuccoured. Should the refiftange.
hold out above fix nonths, that circumflance would not
difcourage the beﬁe}gers, who, being within reach of a con-
fant fupply of refrcthments, both by land and by fea,
could better endure the feverity of the (limate, than a gar-
rifon could refift the duration of a fiege.

There is no other way to preferve the colonies but by a
formidable navy. It ison the docks and in the harbous
of Europe, that the baftions and ramparts of the American
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colonies muft be raifed. While the mother count?r thelters-
them, as it were, under the wings of her thips; f{o long as
the fhall fill up with her flects the vaft interval that feﬁa-
rates her from thefe iftands, the offspring of her indu rr
and power, her parental attention to their profperity will
fecure their attachment to her. In future, therefore, the
maritime forces will be the great objeét that will attraét the
attention of all proprietors of land in America. Euro-
pean policy generally fecurcs the frontiers of fates by
fortified towns ; but for maritime powers, there ought, per-
haps, to be citadcls in the centre, and fhips on the circum-
ference, A commercial ifland, indeed, wants no fortified
towns, Her rampart is the fea, which conftitutes her
fafety, her fubftance, her wealth ; the winds are at her
command, and all the elements confpire to.promote her
glory.

In this refped, Great Britain might latcly have under-

taken any thing, with the greatcft hopes of {uccels. Her
iflands were fecure, while thofe of her rivals were open to
invafion. The opinion which the Englith had conceived
of their own valour; the terror which their arms had in-
{pired ; the fruits of a fortunate experience acquired by
their admirals; the number and the excellence of their
fleets 3 all thefe {everal modes of aggrandizement muft have
been annihilated during the calm of a long peace. The
pride of paft fuccels; the very reftleffnefs infeparable from
profperity ; cven the burden of conquefts, which feems to
be the punifhiment of viGtory ; all thefe circumitances were
fo many incitements to war. The projeéts formed by their
={tive ambition, have been annihilated by the revolution
which hath detached North America from their empire ¢
but is the pofleffion of the iflands, which are become very
wealthy, and have been placed by nature iu the vicinity of
that great continent, which is flill in a ftate of poverty,
better fecured.to the natioms that have cultivated them ? It
is in the polition, in the interclls, in the fpirit, of the new
republics, that we mult endcavour to explore the fecret of
our future deltiny, :

E3
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BOOK XV.

BI‘I”ITLEM!NT’S OF THE FRENCH IN NORTH AMEBRICA. VUP-
ON WHAT BASIS WAS FOUNDED THE HOPE OF THEIR
PROSPERITY. CONSEQUENCE OF THESE SETTLEMENKTS.

HITHE»RTO we have vifited thofe regions where the
rays of the fun are perpendicular, We fhall now pafs
on to thofe where they are oblique. It is no longer gold
which our rapacious and cruel Europeans are going in
fearch of at fo great a diftance from their country. If
they again crofs the feas, it will be for a lefs extravagant
motive ; it will be to withdraw themfelves from the cala-
mities of their own regions; it will be to find reft and L-
berty ; to clear uncultivated lands; to caft their nets on
fhores abounding with fith ; to go in fearch of animals upon
the tops of mountains, and in the midi of forefts, in or-
der to ftrip them of their valuable furs,

The favage pofleffors of the regions we are going to per-
vade are not a race of degenerate men, witheut ftrength
of body, or elevation of foul : but we fhall find them hunt{-
men, warriors, inured to labour, brave, eloquent, jealous of
their independency ; men, in a word, who alternately dil-
play inftances of the moft unheard-of ferocioufnefs, -of the
molt heroic magnanimity, and of the moft abfurd fuperfti-
tion.

Superttition, that fatal plant, is then indigenous in all
climates: it grows equally in the plains, and upon the rocks;
under the ardour of the line, under the fnows of pole,
and in the temperate interval which divides them. Doth
the generality of this phenomenon point out in all parts a
tendency of the ignorant and timid man towards the Au-
thor of his exiltence, and the Difpofer of good and evil 2
Doth it indicate the anxiety of a child feeking his father
in the dark ?
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Spain was miftrefs of the rich empires  Reafons awhich
of Mexico and Peru, of the gold of the prevented the
New World, and of almoft all South French, for a
America, The Portuguefe, after along long time, l,/’ram
feries of vilories, defeats, enterprifes, purfuing the plan
miftakes, conquefts, and lofles, had kept of forming fettle-
the moft valuable fettlements in Africa, ments in ¢he New
in India, and'in the Brazils. The French Wor/d.
government had not even conceived it
poffible to eftablith colonies, or imagined that any advan--
tage could be derived from having pofleffions in thofe' dif~
tant regions.

Their ambitious views were turned entirely towards Ita--
1y. Some ancient claims on the Milanefe and the two Si-
cilies had involved them in expenfive wars, in which they
had been engaged for a long time. Their interndl com-
motions diverted them ftill more from the great objeét of
eftablithing a diftant and extenfive commerce, and from the
idea of increafing their dominions by acquifitions in the
Eait and Weft Indies.

‘The authority of kings, though not openly contefted,
-was oppofed and cluded.  Some remains of the feudal go-
vernment were ftill fubfiking; and many of its abufes had:
not yet been abolifhed. The prince was continually em-
ployed in reftraining the reftlefs {pirit of a powerful nobi-
lity. Moft of the provinces that compofed the monarchy
were governed by diftin& laws and forms of their own.
Every fociety, every order in the flate, enjoyed peculiar
privileges, which were cither perpetually contefted, or car-
ried to excefs. The government wasa complicated ma~
chine, which could on?y be regulated by the management
of a variety -of delicate {prings. The court was frequently
under a neceffity of having recourfe to the fhameful re-
fources of intrigue and corruption, or to the odious means
of oppreflion and tyranny ; and the nation was continually
negociating with the-prince. Regal authority was unlimit-
ed, without having received the {fan&ion of the laws ; ‘and
the people, though frequently too independent, had yet no
fecurity for their liberty. Hence arofe continual jealoufies,
apprehenfions, and ftruggles. The whole attention of the
government was not direéted to the welfare of the nation,®
but to the means of enflavingit. The people were fenfible

4
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of their wants, but ignorant of their powers and refources-
They found their rights alternately invaded or trampled
upon by their nobles or their fovereigns. .

Misfortunes of France, thercfore, fuffered the Spa-

the French in niards and Portuguefe to difcover new
their firft expe-  worlds, and to give laws to unknown na-
ditions to the tions. Their attention was at length ex-
Neaw Hemi- cited by Admiral Coligny, a man of the
Jphere. moft extenfive, ﬁeady, and allive, genius,

that” ever flourifhed m that powerful em-
pire. This great politician, attentive to the interefts of
his country, even amidft the horrors of a civil wat, fent
Johue Ribaud to Florida, in 1§62, This vaft tra&t of
Nortlr America then extended from Mexico to the coun-
try which the Englith have fince cultivated under the name
Carollpa. The Spaniards had paﬂld over it in 1§12,
but without fcttling there. The motives that engaged
them to make this difcoyery, and thofe which induced them
to relinquith it, are eqmlly unaccountable,

All the Indians of the Caribbee iflands beheved, upon
the credit of an ancient tradition, that nature had conceal-
ed a {pring, or fountain, fomewhere on the continent, the
waters of which had the property of reftoring youth to all
old men who were fo fortunate as to tafte of them. The
notion of immortality was always the paflion of mankind,
and the comfort of old age.® This idea delighted the ro-
mantic imagination of the Spaniards. The lofs of many,
who were the victims of their credulity, did not difconrage
the reft. Far from fufpeéting that the firlt had perifthed
in an attempt, of which death would prove the moft cer-
tain confequence, they concluded that they did not return,
becaule they had found the art of enjoying perpetual youth,
and had difcovered a fpot fo delightful, that they did not
choofe to leave it.

Ponce de Leon was the moft famous of the navigatory
who were infatuated with this chimerical idea. Tully per-
fuaded of the exiftence of a third world, the conqueft of
whigh was referved to advance his fame, but thinking that
the remainder of his life was too fhort for the immenle ca-

- reer that was opening before him, he refolved to endeavour
“ta renew it, and recover that youthful vigour fo neceflary
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to his defigns. He immediately bent his courfe towards
thofe climates where fable had placed the Fountain of
Youth, and difcovered Florida ; from whence he returned
to Porto-Rico, vifibly more advanced in years than when
he fet out. Thus chance immortalized the name of,an adven-
turer, who made a real difcovery, merely by being in pur-
fuit of ar imaginary one. . His f}zr\:e was the fame as that of
the alchemift, who, while he is fearching for gold which
he does not find, difcovers fome valuable thing which he
was not feeking after.

There is fcarce any ufeful and important difcovery made
by the human mind, that has not been rather the effe@ of
a veftlefs imagination, than of induftry excited by peflec-
tion. Chance, which is the imperceptible courfe of nature,.
is never at reft, and afflifts all men without diftin&ion.
Genivs grows weary, and is {oon difcouraged ; it falls to-
the lot only of a few, and excrts itfelf mercly ar intervals.
Its utmolt efforts frequently ferve only to throw it in the
way of chance, and invite its afliltance. The only differ-
ence between a man of genius and ore of common capaci-
ty is, that the former anticipates and explores what the lat-
ter accidentally hits upon.  But cven the man of genius
himfelf morve frequently employs the advartages which
chance prefents to him. It is the lapidary who gives the
value to the diamond, which the peafant has digged up
without knowing its worth. .

The Spaniards had negleced Florida, becaufe they did
not difcover there, either the fountain that was to make
them all grow young, or gold, which haftens the period of
old age. The Irench found there a more real and valuable
treafure ; a clear lky, a fruitful foil, a temperate climate,
and favages who were lovers of peace and hofpitality ; but
they themfelves were not fenfible of the worth of thefe ad-
vantages. Had they followed the dire@tions of Coligny ;
had they tilled the ground, which only wanted the aflift-
ance of man to call forth its treafures; had a due fubordi-
natian been maintained among the Europeans ; had not the
rights of the natives of the country been violated 5 a colony
might have been founded, which in time would have be-
come flourifhing and permanent.  But fuch prudent m¥-
fures were not to be expected from the levity of the French.
The provifions were lavithed ; the fields were - not fowg

Es
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the authority of the chiefs was difregarded by untra@able
fubalterns ; the paffion for hunting and war engroffed all
their attention'; in a word every duty was neglected.

T'o complete their misfortune, the civil difturbances in
France diverted the fubje@s from an undertaking which
had never engaged the attention of government. Theolo~
gical difputes alienated the minds, and divided the hearts
of all ranks of people. Government hall violated that fa-
cred law of nature, which enjoins all men to tolerate the
opinions of their fellow-creatures; and the rules of policy,
which are inconfiftent with an unfeafonable exertion of ty=
ranny. The refornted religion had made great progrefs in
France, when it was perfecuted ; aconfiderable part of the
nation ‘was involved in the profcription, and took up arms.

8pain, though not lefs intolerant, had prevented religi-
ous difturbances, by fuffering the clergy to aflume that au-
thority which has been continually increafing, but which,
fer the future, will be conftantly on the decﬁnc. The in-
quifition, always ready to oppofe the lcaft appearance of
innovation, found means to prevent the proteftant religion
from making its way into the kingdom, and by this means
fpared itfelf the trouble of cxtirpatinﬁ it.  Philip II, whol-
1y taken up with America, and accuftomed to confider him-

elf as the fole proprictor of it, being informed of the attempts
made by fome Frenchmen to fettle there, and of their be-
ing negle@ed by their own government, fitted out a flect
#om Cadiz fo deftroy them. Menendez, who was the
commander of it, landed in Florida, where he found the
enemics he went in fearch of fettled at Carolina fort. He
attacked all their intrenchments, carried them {word in
hand, and made a dreadful maffacre. Thofe who efcaped
the rage of the fword were hanged on a tree, with this in-
fcription : % Not as Frenchmen, but as heretics,””
ar from fecking to revenge this infult, the miniftry of
Charles 1X fecretly rejoiced at the mifcarriage of 2 pro-
je&, which, though they had approved it, was not coun-
tenanced by them; becaufe it had been contrived by the
head of the hugonots, and might refte&t honour on their
party. The insi,gnation of the public only confirmed them
Aa their refolution of fhewing no refentment. It was re-
ferved for a private man to execute what the ftate ought to
done.

Dominic de Gourgues, born at Mount Marfan in Gal-
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cony, a fkilful and intrepid feaman, an cnemf to the Span.
dards, from whom he had reccived perfonal injuries, pafe
fionately fond of his country, of hazardous expeditions,
and of glory, fold his eftate, built fome fhips, and with a
fele& band of his own ftamp, embarked to attack the mur-
derers in Florida. He drove them from all their pofts with
incredible valour and a&ivity, defeated them in every ren-
connter, and, bf yway of retaliation for the contemptuous
anfult they had fhewn, ﬁ\mg thehm up on trees; with this
infcription : ¢ Not as Spaniards, but as affaffins.”?

Had the Spaniards been content with maffacring the
French, the latter would nawer have had recourfe to fuch
cruel reprifals ; but they were offended at the infeription,
and were guilty of an atrocious a&, in revenge fdt the de-
vifion -to which they had been expofed. TThis is .not the
only inftance in hiltory which may lead one to imagiue,
that it is not the thing that has made the word, but the
word that has made the thing,

The expedition of the brave De Gourgues was attended
with no further confequences. He blew up the forts he
had taken, and returned home, either for want of provifions
{ufficient to enable him to remain in Florida, or becaufe he
forefaw that no fuccours were to bé expeéted from :France,
or thought that friendfhip with the natives would laf no
longer tEan the means of purchafing it, or that he would
be attacked by the Spaniards. He was' received by all
true patriots with the applaufe due to his merit; but ne-
gleéted by the court, which was too defpotic and fuper fti-
tious, not to ftand in awe of virtae, .

From the year 1§67, when this intrepid Gafcon evacuat-
ed Florida, the French negle@ted America. Bewildered in
a chaos of unintelligible doftrines, they loft: their ‘reafon
and their humanity. . The mildeft and moft f{ociable people
upon earth became the moft barbarous and fanguinary.
Scaffolds and ftakes were infufficient ; as they all appeared
criminal in each other’s eyes, they were all mutually vitims
and executioners. ‘After having condemned one another
to eternal deftru&tion, they aflaflinated cach other at the
inftigation of their priefts, who breathed nothing but the
fpirit of revenge and.bloodfhed. At length the generags
Heanry foftened the minds of his fubjeds; his compaﬂi}\
and tendernels made them feel their %vn‘ calamities; hgas

. "Ee6.
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revived their fondnefs for the fweets of focial life ; he pre-
vatied upon them -to'lay down their arms; and they.con-
fented to live happy under his parental laws. C
In this ftate of. tranquillity and freedom, under a king
-who poflcfled the confidence of his people, they began to
turn their thoughts to fome ufeful projeéts, and undertook
the eitablithment of colonies abroad. = Florida was the
firft gountry that naturally occurred 8 them. Except
Fort St. Augufline, formerly bdilt by the Spaniards, at
the dittauce of ten or twelve leagues from.the French co-
lony, the Europeans had not a fingle {ettlement in all that
valt and beautiful country.s The inhabitants were not a
formidable fet of men; and the {foil had every promifing
appearahce of fertility. It was likewife reportxd to be
rich in gold and (ilver mines, both thofe metals having been
foond there ; whereas, in fatt, they came from fome thips
that-had been calt away upon the cdafts. The remem-
hrasice of the great attions performed by fome Frenchmen
could not yet be erafed.  Probably the French themfclves
were rather afraid of irritating Spain, which was not yet
difpofed to fufter the lealt fettlement to be made on the
gulf of Mexico, or even near it. 'The danger of provok-
g a nation, fo formidable in thofe parts, determined them
to keep at a diftance as much as poflible, and therefore
they gave the preference to the mote northern parts of
America: that road was already chalked out.

The Erench Frawcis I had fent out Verazani, a
turn their views Florentine, in 1523, who only took a
towards Ca- view of the ifland of Newfoundland and
nada. - fome coaits of the continent, but made

no ftay there.

Eleven years after, James Cartier, a fkilful navigator of
St. Malo, refumed the projedls of Verazani. The two
nations, which bhad firft Janded in America, exclaimed
againft the injuftice of treading in their footfteps. ¢ What!”
faid Francis I pleafantly, ¢ fhall the kings of Spain and
« Portugal quietly divide all America between them, with-
¢ out {uffering me to take a thare as their brother? 1 would
¢ fain fee the article of Adam’s will that bequeaths that
" vaft inheritance to them.”

Cartier proceeded further than his predeceffor. Ic
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went up the river St, Lawrence ; but, after having bar-
tered fome European commodities with the favages. for -
fome of their furs, he re-embarked for France, where an
undertaking, which feemed to have been cotered upon
merely from imitation, was negledied from levity. L
» It happened fortunately that the Normans, the Britons,
and the Bifcayans, continued to carry on the cod-filhery
on the great fand-bank along the ccalts of Newfoundland,
and in all the adjacent latitudes. Thefe intrepid and- ex-
perienced men ferved as pilots to the adventurers, who,
fince the year 1568, have attempted to fettle colonies in
thofe defert regions. None of thofe firft fettlements prof-
pered, becaufe they were all under the diredtion of excle~
five companies, which had neither abilities to choole the
beft fituations, nor a {ufficient capital to wait for their re-
turns. One monopoly followed another in a rapid fucceffion,
without any advantage ; they were purfued with greeding(s,
without a plan, or any means to carry them into execution.
All thele different companies {ucceffively ruined themfelves;
and the ttate was no gainer by their lofs. Thefe numer-
ous expeditions had colt France more men, more money,
and more fhips, than other {tates would have expended n
the foundation of great empires. At lalk Samuel de Cham-
p'ain went a conhiderable way up the river St. Lawrence ;
and, in 168, upon the borders of that river laid the found.
ation of Quebec, which became the origin, centre, and
capital, of New France, or Canada. .
The unbounded tract, that opened itfelf to the view of
this colony, difcovered only dark, thick, and deep, forefls,
the height of which alone was a proof of their antiquity.
Numberlels large rivers came down from a confiderable
diftance to water thefe immenfe regions. The intervals
between them were full of lakes. Four of thefe meafured
from two to five hundred leagues in circumference. Thefe
fort of inland feas communicated with each other; and
their waters, after forming the great river St. Lawrence,
confiderably increafed the bed of the ocean.  Every thing
in this rude part of the New World appeared grand and
fublime. Nature here difplayed {uch luxuriancy and ma-
jefty as commanded venecration, and a multitude of wyd
graces, far fuperior to the artificial beauties of our climate
Here the imagination of a painter or a poet would hay:
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been raifed,. animated, and filled with thofe ideas which
leave a lafting impreffion on the mind.. All thefe countries
exhaled an air fit to prolong life. This temperature,
#thich, from the pofition of the climate, maft have been
extremely pleafant, loft nothing of its wholefomenefs by the
feverity of a leng and intenfe winter. Thofe who impure
this merely to the woods, fprings, and mountains, with
which this country abounds, have not taken every thing
into confideration. Qthers add to thefe caufes of the
cold, the elevation of the land,.a pure aerial atmofphere,
feldom loaded with vapours, and the direétion of the
winds, which blow from north to fouth over feas always
frozen. .

Government, NorwitusTanping this, the inhabits
cufloms, virtues, ants of this fharp and bleak climate were
‘wiges, and wars, but thinly clad.  Before their intercourfe .
of the favages.  with us, a cloak of buffalo or beaver fkin,
#hat inhabited  bound with a leathern girdle, and ftock--
Canada. ings made of a rocbuck’s fkin, was the.

whole of their drefs.  The additions they
have fince made give great offence to their old men, who
are ever lamenting the degeneracy of their manners.

Few of thefe favages knew any thing of hufbandry ; they
only cultivated maize, and that they left entirely to the
‘management of the women,. as bein% beneath the dignity
of independent men, Their bitterett imprecation againit
an enemy, was the fame-as the curfe pronounced by God
againft the firft man, that he might be reduced to till the

ound. Sometimes they would cendefcend to go a-fith-
g ; but their chief delight, and the employment of all
their life, was hunting. For this purpofe, the whole na..
‘tion went out as they did to war, every family marched in
fearch of fultenance. They prepared for the expedition by
fevere fafting, and never flirred out till they had implored
the affiftance of their gods ; they did not pray for ftrength
to kill the beafts, but that they might be fo fortunate as to -
meet with them. None ftaid behind except infirm and old .
men ; all the reft fallied forth ; the men to kill the game, and

¢ women to dry and bring it home. The winter was with
hem the fineft feafon of the year: the bear, the roebuck,
he ftag, and the elk, could not then run with any degree
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of fwiftnefs through fnow that was four or five feet deep.
The {avages, who were ftopped neither by the bufhes, the
torrents, the ponds, nor the rivers, and who could outrun
moft of the {wifter animals, were feldom unfuccefsful in
the chafe. When they were without game, they lived
upon acorns ; and, for want’of. thefe, fed mpon the fap or
inner fkin that grows between the wood and the bark of
the afpen tree and the birch.

In the interval between their hunting parties, they mads
or mended their bows and arrows, the rackets for running
upon the fnow, and the canoes for croffing the lakes and
rivers, Thefe travelling implements, and a few earthen

ots, were the only {pecimens of art among thefe wander-
ing nations. Thofe who were colleted in towns, added to
thefe the labours requifite for their fedentary way of life,
for the fencing of their huts, and fecuring them from being
attacked. The favages, at that period, gave themlelves
up to tetal inaltion, in the moft profound fecurity. The
people, content with their lot, and fatisfied with what
nature afforded them, were unacquainted with that reftlefl-
nefs which arifes from a fenfe of our own weaknefs, that
lothing of ourfelves and every thing about us, that neceflity
of flying from folitude, and eafing ourfelves of the burden
of life by throwing it upon others.

Their ftature in general was beautifully proportioned ;
but they had morec agility than ftrength, and were more fit
to bear the fatigues of the chafe than hard labowr, Their
features were regular; and there was a kind of fiercenefs
in their afpeét, which they contraéted in war and hunting.
Their complexion was of a copper colour; and they de-
rived it from nature, by which agl men who are conflantly
expofed to the open air are tanned. This complexion was
rendered {till more difagreeable by the abfurd cuftom that
prevails among favages, of painting their bodies and faces,
either to diftinguifh -each other at a diftance, to render
themfelves more agreeable to their miftrefles, or more for-
midable in war. Befide this varnifh, they rubbed them
felves with ‘the fat of quadrupeds, or the oil of fith, a
cuftom common and neceffary among them, in order to
prevent the intolerable ftings of gnats and infeéts, thqt
fwarm in uncultivated countries. Thefe ointments were.
prepared and mized up with certain red juices, fuppofed *-
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be a deadly poifon to the mofchetos. To thefe feveral
methods ofyanointing themfelves, which penctrate and dif-
colour the dkin, may be added, the fumigations they made
in their huts againtt thofe infe@s, and the fmoke of the
fires they kept all the winter to warm them{elves, and to
dry their meat. This was fiffficient to make them appear
frightful to our people, though beantiful, without doubt,
or at leaft not difagrecable to themfelves. Their fight,
finell, and hearing, and all their fenfes, were remarkably
quick, and gave them early notice of their dangers and
wants. Thefe were few, but their difeafes were fliil
fewer. They hardly knew of any but what were occafion-
ed by too violent excrcile, or eating too muach after long
abftinence.

They were not a very numerous people ; and, poffibly,
this might be an advantage to them. Polifhed nations
muft with for an increafe of population, becaufe, as they
are governed by ambitious rulers, who are the more inclined
to war from not being perfonally engaged in it, they are
under a neceflity of fighting, cither to invade or repulfe
their neighbours ; 2nd becaufe they never have a fufficient
extent of territory to fatisfy their enterprifing and expen-
five way of life. But uncouneted nations, who are always
wandering, and guarded by the deferts which divide them ;
who can fly when they are atiacked, and whofe poverty
preferves them from committing or fuffering any injultice ;
fuch favage nations do not fecl the want of numbers.
Perhaps nothing more is required, than to be able to refift
the wild beafts, occafionally to drive away an infignificant
enemy, and mutvaily to aflit each other. Had they been
more populous, they would the fooner have exhaulted the
country they inhabited, and have been forced to remove in
fearch of another; the only, or, at leaft, the greatelt mif-
fortune attending their precarious way of life.

Independent of thefe refleftions, which poflibly did not
occur fo ftrongly to the favages of Canada, the naturc of
things was alone {ufficient to check their increafe. Though
they lived in a country abounding in game and fifh, yet in
fome fcafons, and fometimes for whole years, this refourge
Suiled them : and famine then occafioned a great deftruc-
tion among people who were at too great a diltance to
affit cach other,  Their wars, or tranfient holtilities, the
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refult of former animofities, were very deftru@ive. Men
conftantly accuftomed to hunt for their fubfiftence, to tear
in pieces the animal the& had overtaken, to hear the cries
of death, and fee the fhedding of blood, muft have been
flill more cruel in war, if poﬁgble, than our own people,
who live partly on vegetables. Tn a word, notwithftanding
all that has. been faid in favour of inuring children to hard-
fhips, which mifled Peter the Great to {uch a degree that
he ordered that none of his failors children fhould drink
any thing but fea-water (an experiment which proved fatal
to all who tried it) ; it ts certain, that a great many young
favages perifhed through hunger, thirf}, cold, and fatigue.
Even thofe whofe conftitution was ftrong enough to bear
the ufual exercifes of thofe climates, to fwim cver the
broadett rivers, to go two hundred leagucs on a hunting
party, to live many days without fleep, to fubfift a confiders
able time without any food ; fuch men muft have been ex-
haufted, and totally unfit for the purpofes of generation.
Few were fo long-lived as our people, whofe manner of
living is more uniform and tranquil.

The auofterity of a Spartan education, the cuftom of
inuring children to bard Jabour and coarfe food, has been
productive of dangerous miftakes. Philofophers, detirous
of alle®ating the miflcries incident to mankind, have en-
deavoured to comfort the wretched who have been doomed
to a life of hardfhips, by perfuading them that it was
the moft wholefome and the beft,  The rich have eagerly
adopted a fyltem, which ferved to render them infenfible
to the fufferings of the poor, and to difpenfe them from
the duties of humanity and compaflion. But it is an error
to imagine, that men, who are employed in the more labor-
jous arts of focicty, live as long as thofe who enjoy the
fruit of their toil.  Moderate labour ftrengthens the human
trame ; exccflive labonr impairs it. A peafant is an old
man at fixty ; while the inhabitants of towns, who live in
uffluence, and with fome degree of moderation, frequently
attain to fourfcore and upward. Lven men of letters,
whofe employments are by no means favourable to health,
afford many inftances of longevity. Let not then our
modern writings propagate this falfe and cruel error, t,
feduce the rich to difregard the groans of the poor, and to
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transfer all their tendernefs from their vaffals to their dogs
and horfes. :

“Three original languages were fpoken in Canada, the
Algonquin, the Sioux, and the Huron. They were con-
fidered as primitive languages, becaufe each of them con-
tained many of thofe imitative words which convey an idea
of things by found. The diale@s derived from them were
nearly as numerous as their towns. No abftraét terms were
found in thefe languages, becaufe the infant mind of the
favages feldom extends its view beyond the prefent objet
and the prefent time; and, as they have but few ideas,
they feldom want to reprefent feveral, under one and the
fame fign. Befides, the language of thefe people, almoft
always animated by a quick, fimple, and ftrong, fenfation,
excited by the great {cenes of nature, contragcd a lively
and poetical caft from their ftrong and a&ive imagination.
The aftonifhment and admiration which proceeded from
their ignorance, gave them a &rong propenfity to exaggera-
tion. They exprefled what they faw; their language
painted, as it were, natural objeéts in ftrong coleuring ;
and their difcourfes were quite picturefque. For want of
terms agreed upon to denote certain compound or complex
ideas, they made ule of figurative expreffions. What was
fill wanting io fpeech, they fupplied by their Geftures,
their attitudes, their bodily motivns, and the modulations.
of the voice. The boldelt metaphors were more familiar
to them in common converfation, than they are even in
epic poetry in the European languages. Their {peeches
in public affemblies, particularly, were full of images,
energy, and pathos. No Greek or Roman orator ever
fpoke, perhaps, with more ftrength and fublimity than one
of their chiefs. It was thought neceflary to perfuade them
to remove at a diftance from their native foil. ¢ We were
<« born,”’ faid he, * on this fpot, our fathers lie buried in
¢ it. Shall we fay to the bones of our fathers, arife, and
'« come with us into a foreign land

It may eafily be imagined, that {uch nations could not
be fo gentle nor fo weak as thofe of South America. They
fhewed that they had that degree of aétivity and ftrength
%hich the people of the northern nations always poflefs,
ainlefs they are, like the Laplandérs, of a very dif.
ferent fpecies from ours. They had but juft attained to
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that degree of knowledge and civilization, to which in=
ftin& alone may lead men in the fpace of a few years ; and
it is among fuch people that a philofopher may ftudy man
in a ftate of nature. '

They were divided into feveral fmall nations, whofe form
of government was nearly fimilar. Some had heredi-
tary chiefs; others ele€ted them ; the greater part were
only dire@ed by their old men. They were mere affoci-
ations, formed by ehance, and always free; and though
united, they were bound by ne tie. The will of individu-
als was not even over-ruled by the general one. All deci-
fions were confidered only as matter of advice, which was
not binding, or inforced by any penalty. If, in -one of
thefe fingular republics, a man was condemned to death,
it was rather a kind of war againft 2 common enemy, then
an a& of juttice exercifed againft a fubjet or a fellow-citi-
zen. In[gead of coercive power, good manners, example,
education, a refpeét for old men, a parental affe@tion, main.
tained peace in thefe focieties, where there was neither law
nor property. Reafon, which had not been mifled by
prejudice, or corrupted by paffion, as it is with us, ferved
them inftead of moral precepts and regulations of police.
Harmony and fecurity were maintained without the inter-
pofition of government. Authority never encroached up-
on that powerful inftin& of nature, the love of independ-
ence ; which, enlightened by reafon, produces in us the
love of equality.

Hence arifes that regard which the favages have for each
other. They lavith their expreffions of efteem, and expe&
the fame in return. They are obliging, but referved;
they weigh their words, and liften with great attention.
Their gravity, which appears like a kind of melancholy,
is particularly obfervable in their national affemblies. Every
one {peaks in his turn, according to his age, experience,
and fervices. No one is ever interrupted, either by inde-
cent refleétions or ill.timed applaufe. Their public affairs
are managed with fuch difintereftednefs as is unknown in
our governments, where the welfare of the ftate is hard
ever promoted but from felfith views or party fpirit. It 1s
no uncommon thing to hear one of thefe favage orators:
when his {peech has met with univerfal applaufc, telling
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thofe who agreed'to his opinion, that another man is more
deferving of their confidence. ‘

This mutnal refpe@ among the ‘inhabitants of the fame

" place, prevails between the feveral nations, when they are
not in atual war, The deputics are received and treated
with that friendfhip that is due to men who come to treat
of peace and alliance. Wandering nations, who have not
the leaft notion of increafing their territory, never nego-
ciate for conquelt, or Mr any interells relative to dominiom.
Even thole who have fixed {ettlements, never contend with
others for coming to live in their diftri@, provided they do
not moleft them. The earth, fay they, is made for all men;
no one muft poflefs the fhare of two. All the politics,
therefore, of the favages, confilt in forming leagues againft
an enemy who is too numerous or too ftrong, and in ful-
pending hoftilitics that become too defltruétive, When
they have agreed upon a truce or league of amity, it is ra-
tified by mutually exchanging a belt, or ftring of beads,
which are a kind of {nail thells. The white ones are very
common ; but the purple ones, which are rare, and the
black, which are ftill more fo, are much elteemed. They
work them into a cylindrical forrg, bore them, and then
make them up into necklaces. The branches are about a
foot long, and the beads are flrung upon them one after
another 1n a ftraight line.  The necklaces are broad belts,
on which the.beads are placed in rows, and neatly tacked
down with little flips of leather. The fize, weight, and
colour of thefe fhells, are adapted to the importance of the
bufinefs. They ferve as jewels, as records, and as annals,
They are the bond of union betwecn nations and 1ndividu-
als..  They are the facred and inviolable pledge, which is
a confirmation of words, promifes, and treaties, The
chicfs of towns are the keepers of thele recordss They
know their meaning ; they interpret them; aud by means
of thefe figns, they tranfmit the hittory of the country to
the fucceeding generation,

As the favages poffefs no riches, they ave of a benevo-
lent turn. A ftriking inftance of this appears in the care
they take of their orphans, widows, and infirm people.
T'hey liberally fhare their fcanty provifion with thefe whole
crops have failed, or who have been unfuccefsfal in hunt-
ing or fithing. Their tables and their huts are open night
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and day to ftrangers .and travellers. This generous hofpit
tality, which makes the advantages of a private man a pub--
lic bleffing, is chiefly confpicuous in their entertainments.
A favage claims refpe&, not {o much from what he peof-
fefles, as from what he gives away. The whole ftock of
provifions colleéted during a chafc that has lafled fix rponths,
is frequently expended” in one day; and he who gives the
entertainment enjoys more pleafure than his gucfle.

None of the writers who have defcribed the manners of
the favages have reckoned benevolence among their virtues.
But this may be owing to prejudice, which bas made them
confound the antipathy ariling from refeatment, with na-
tural temper. Thele people neither love nor cfteem the
Europeans, nor are they very kind to them.  The inequa-
lity of conditions, which we think {oneceflary for the well-
being of focicty, is, in their opinion, the greateft folly.
They are -fhocked to fee, that among us, one man has
.more property than feveral others collettively, and that
this firlt injultice is productive of a fecond, which Is, that
the man who has molt riches is on that account the moft
refpected.  But what appears to them a meannefs below
the bruce creation, i6, that men, who are equal by nature,
fhould degrade themlclves fo far as to depend upon the will
or the caprice of another. The refpect we fhew to titles,
dignities, and efpecially to Lereditary nobility, they call an
infult, an outrage to human nature. Whoever kuows how
to guide a canoe, to beat an enemy, to build ahut, to live
upon little, to go a hundred leagues in the woods with
no other guide than the wiud and fun, or any provifion but
a bow and arrows; he aéls the part of a man, and what
more can he expefed of him? Lhat reitlefs difpolition,
which prompts us to crofs fo many feas in quelt of fugitive
advantages, appears to them rather the effedt of poverty
than of mduflry. They laugh at our aits, our manners, and
all thofe cuftoms which infpire us with a greater degree of
vanity, in proportion as they remove us fuither from the
ltate of pature. 'Their {franknefs and honefly are roufed to
indigpation by the tricks and cuoning which have been
practifed in our dealings with them. A multitude of other
motives, fome founded on prejudice, but frequently on rea<
fon, have rendered the Europeans odious to the Indians.
"They have made reprifals, and are become harfh and cruel

I
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in their intercourfe with us. The averfion ®ad contempt
they have conceived for our manners, have always made’
them avoid our fociety. We have never been able to re-
concile any of them to our indulgent manner of living ;
whereas we have feen fome Europeans forego all the con-
veniencies of civil life, retire into the forefts, and take up
the bow and the club of the favage.

An innate fpirit of benevolence, however, fometimes
brings the favages back to us. At the beginning of the
winter a French veffel was wrecked upon the rocks of Anti-
cofti. The failors who had efcaped the rigour of the fea-
fon and the dangers of famine in this defert and favage
ifland, built a bark out of the remains of their thip, which,
in the following [pring, conveyed them to the continent,
They were obferved in a languid and expiring ftate, by a
hut filled with favages. ¢ Brethren,” faid the chief of
this lonely family, addreffing himfelf affeGtionately to them,
¢ the wretched are intitled to our pity and our affiftance.
* We are men, and the misfortunes incident to any of the
¢ human race affet us in the fame manner as if they were
¢ our own.”” Thefe humane expreflions were accompanied
with every token of friendfhip thefe generous favages had
it in their power to fhew. :

Europeans, who are fo proud of your government, of
your laws, of your infltitutions, of your monuments, of
every thing that you call your wifdom, fuffer me to en-
ga%e your attention for a moment. I have juft defcribed, in
aplain and artlefs way, the life and manners of the favages,
1 have not concealed from you their vices, nor have I exag=~
gerated their virtues. I entreat you to preferve the fenfa-
tions which my narrative hath raifed in you, till the man
of the firft genius and of the greateft eloquence among you,
fhall have prepared himfelf to deferibe to you, with all the
ftrength and with all the magic of his colouring, the good
and the evil of your civilized countries. His picture will
undoubtedly tranfport you with admiration; but do you
imagine that it will leave in your minds that delicious emo-
tion which you experience at prefent?  Will the writer in-
{pire you with thole fentiments of efieem, love, and vene-
4ation, which you have juft granted the favages? You
would only be miferable favages if you were to live in the
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forefts, and the loweft of the favages would be a refpe&-

able man in your cities.

One thing only was wanting to complete the fclicit‘y of
the Americans, and that was the happinefs of being fond
of their wives, Nature hath in vain beftowed on their wo-
" men a good fhape, beautiful eyes, pleafing features, and
long black hair. All thefe accomplithments are no longer
regarded than while they remain in a flate of independence.
They no fooner fubmit to the matrimonial yoke, but even
their hufband, who is the only man they love, grows infen-
fible to thofe charms they were fo liberal of before mare:
riage. The ftate of life, indeed, to which this condition
fubje&ts them, is lzly no means favourable to beauty. Their
features alter, and they lofe at once the defire and the
power of pleafing. They are laborious, indefatigable, and
ative. TEhey dig the ground, fow, and reap ; while their
hufbands, who difdain to ftoop to the drudgeries of huf-
bandry, amufe themfelves with hunting, fifhing, fhooting
with the bow, and afferting the dominien of man over the
carth.

Many of thefe nations allow a plurality of wives; and
even thofe that do not pradtife poligamy, have ftill referved
to themfelves theliberty of a divorce. The very idea of an
indiffoluble tie never once entered the thoughts of a people
who are free till death. When thofe who are married £L
agree, they part b{ confent, and divide their children be-
tween them. Nothing appears to them more repugnant to
nature and reafon, than the contrary {yftem which prevaile
among chriftians. The Great Spirit, fay they, hath cre-
ated us all to be bappy; and we (hould offend him were
we to live in a perpetual ftate of conftraint and uneafinefs.
This fyftem agrees with what one of the Miamis faid to
one of the miffionaries, * My wife and I were continually
“ at variance. My neighbour difagreed equally with his.
4 We have exchanged wives, and are both fatisfied.”

A celebrated-writer, whom we cannot but admire, even
when we differ from him in opinion, has obferved, that
love among the Americans is never produ&ive of induftry,
genius, and chara&er, as it is among the Europeans ; -bes
caufe the former, fays he, have a fixth {enfe, weaker than”
it is among the latter. The favages, it is faid, are neither
acquainted with the torments nor the delights of this moft
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violent of all paffions. The air and the climate, - the moift.
ure of which contributes fo powerfully to vegetation, does
not beftow upon them any great warmsh of .confkitution.
The fame fap which covers the countries with forefts, and
the toges with leaves, occafions among men, asamong wo-
men, the growth of loug, fmooth, thick, ftrong, and
fturdy, hair. Men who have little more beard than eunachs
have, canuot abound in generating principles. The blood
of thefe people is watery and cold ; the males have fome-
times milk in their breafts. Hence arifes their tardy ineli-
nation to the {ex ; their averfion fer them at certaim pe-
riods, and in times of pregnancy ; and that feeble and tran-
fient ardour, which is excited only at certain feafons of the
year. Hence arifes that quicknefs of imagination, which
renders them fuperftitious, fearful as children in the dark,
and.as much prone to revenge as women ; which makes
them poets, and figurative in their difcourfe ; men of feel-
ing, in a word, but not of ftrong paffions, Hence, in
{hort, hath proceeded that want of population which hath
always been obferved in them. They have few children,
becaufe they are not fufliciently fond of women. And this
i# a national defe@, with which the old men were inceffant.
ly reproaching the young people.

But may it not be faid, that the paflion of the favages
for women is lefs languid from the nature of their confti--
tution, than from their moral charaéter? The pleafures
of love are too eafily indulged among them, to excite any
firong defires. Accordingly, amosg ourfelves, it is not
in thole ages, where luxury encourages incontinence, that
we fee the men molt attached to the women, and the wo-
men bear the molt children. In what country hath love
ever been a fource of heroifm and virtue, when the women
havé not encoaraged their lovers to thefe purfuits by chafte
refufals, and by the fhame they had affixed to the weak-
nels of their fex? 1t is.at Sparta, at Rome, and even in
Trance, in the ages of chivalry, that love hath given rife
to great undertakings, and hath occafioned the enduring
of great hardfhips. There it is, that, uniting itfelf to pub-
lic' {pirit, it affifted patriotifm, or fupplied the place of it.
“As it was a more difficult thing always to pleafe one wo-
man, than to feduce feveral, the {way of moral love pro-

<langed the power of natural love, by fupprefling it, by di-
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re@ing it to proper objcéls, by deceiving it even with' hopes
which kept up defires, and maintained the paffion in all its
ftrength. But this love, though flinted in enjoyments,
was produdtive of great effe@s. To love was not then an
art, but a paffion, which being engendered in innocence
itfelf, was kept alive by factifices, inftead of being extin~
guifhed in voluptuoufnefs.

With refpe&t to the favages, if they fhould not be fo
fond of women as civilized people are, it is not, perhaps,
for want of powers or inclination to population. Bat the
firlt wants of nature may, p‘erllaps, reftrain in them the
claims of the fecond. Their ftrength is almoft all exhaufted
in procuring their fubfiltence. Hunting and other expe-
ditions leave them neither the opportunity ror the leifure
of attending to the increafe of their fpecies. No wander-
ing nation can ever be numerous. What muft become of
women obliged to follow their hufbands a hundred leagues,
with children at their breaft orin their arms ! What would
become of the children themfelves, if deprived of the miilk’
that muft neceffarily fail during the fatigues of the jour-
ney ?  Hunting prevents, and war deftroys, the increafe
of mankind. A favage warrior refifts the feducing arts of
young women, who ftrive to allure him. When nature
compels this tender fex to make the firft advances, and to
purfue the men that avoid them, thofe who are lefs inflam-
¢d with military ardour than with the charms of beauty,
vield to the temptation. “Bat the true warriors, who have
been early taught that an intercourfe with women enervates
ftrength and courage, do not furrender. It is nét, there.
fore, owing to natural defedts that Canada is unpeopled,
but to the track of life purfued by its inhabitants. Though
they are as fit for procreation as our northern people, all
thew ftrength is employed for their own prefervation.
Hunger does not permit them to attend to the paflion 6f
love.  If the people of the fouth facrifice every thing to
this latter defive, it is becaufe the former is eafily fatis’ged‘.
Ina country where natureis véry prolific, aid an' con-
{umes but little, all the ftrength he has to fpare is entirely
turned to population; which is likewife aflifted by the
warmth of the climate. . I a climate where nen confume
more than nature affords them without pains, the time and

r
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the faculties of the human fpecivs are exhaufted in fatigues
that are detrimental to population.

But a further proof, that the favages are not lefs inclined
to women than we are, is, that they are much fonder of
their children. Their mothers fuckle them till they are
four or five years old, and fometimes till fix or feven.
Trom their earlielt infancy, their parents pay a regard to
their natural independence, and never beat or chide them,
left they fhould check that free and martial fpirit, which is
one day to conftitute their principal charaéter.. They event
forbear to make ufe of {trong arguments to perfuade them,
becaufe this would be in fome meafure a reftraint upon their
will.  As they are only taught what they waat to know,
they are the happieft children upon earth.  1f they die, the
parents lament them with deep regret ; and will fometimes
go fix months after, to weep over the grave of their child:
and the mother will fprinkle it with her own milk.

The ties of friendfhip amony the favages are more lafting
than thofe of nature, Friendfhip is not abfolutely a duty,
fince it cannot be commanded : but it is a more agreeable,
a more tender, and even a ﬁron{gcr, union, than thofe which
are formed by nature, or by {ocial inflitutions. All per-
fons who are conneted by that delightful fentiment, agree
in giving mutual advice to each other in difficult conjunc-
tures; in adminiftering comfort in misfortunes ; in grant-
ing affiftance in undertakings, and fuccours in adverfity.
Imagination, far from feeking to diminith the obligations
incumbent upon this virtue, delights in exaggerating them.
It is thought that it cannot fubfift without an entirc ne-
aledt of one’s felf, a total renunciation of all perfonal inter- -
cits in favour of the friend truly beloved.

It is not given to all men to enjoy the fweets of friend-
fhip.  Several can neither feel it themfelves, nor infpire it
to others, on account of the coldnefs and ftiffnefs of their
chara&er. How is it poffible that it fhould enter into the
heart of the rich? They have no other concern but their
"prefent opulence, the defire of increafing it, and the dread
of lofing it.  The powerful man requires- none but flatter-
ers, who fearce can venture to raife their timid looks up to
him ; and mean fouls, who fervilely implore his proteétion.
What pleafure could he find in an intimate friendly conec-
tion, which the loweft clafs of citizens might enjoy as well,
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ar better, than he? The diffipated man is_equally incap-
able of firong or lafting affeion.; he is wholly abforbed in
fhow, and in a varicty of - pleafures. - His enjoyments are
external, and his heart totally unconnected with his attach-
ments, ' ' E : Lo
Friendthip among favages is never broken by that variety
of clathing interefts, which in our focieties weaken even the
tendereft and the moft facred conne&ions, When a man
hath once made his choice, he depofits in the breaft of his
aflociate his inmoft thoughts, his fentiments, his projeis,
his forrows, and his joys. The two friends fhare every
thing in common ; their union is for life; they fight fide
by fide ; and if one fhould fall, the other certainly expires
upoa the body of his friend. LEven then they cherith the
flattering perfuafion, that their feparation will be only mo-
mentary, and that they fhall rejoin each other in another
world, where they fhall never part, and where they fhail
perpetually render each other the moft important fervices.
An Iroquois, who was a chriftian, but who did not live
according to the maxims of the gofpel, was threatened with
eternal punithments, He afked whether his friend, who
had been buried a few days, was inhell ? I have ftrong rea-
fons to believe, replied the miffionary, that he hath not been
fent to that place of torment. If that be the cafe, replied
the favage, I will not go there cither. He immediately
promifed to alter his manners, and after this, always led a
very exemplary life.

The favages fhew a degree of. penetration and fagacity,
which aftonifhes every man who has not obferved how
auch our arts and methods of life contribute to render our
minds dull and inative: becaufe we are feldom under a
neceflity of thinking, and have only the trouble to learn.
If however they have never improved any thing,.any more
than thofe animals, in which we obferve the greateit fhare
of fagacity, it is probably becaufe, as they have no ideas
but fuch as relate to their prefent wants, the equality that
fubfifts between them lays every individual under a neceffity
of thinking for himfelf, and of fpending his whole life in
acquiring this common ftock of knowledge ; hence it may
be reafonably inferred, that the fum total of ideas in a fo-
ciety of favages is no more than the fum of ideas in each
individual, = . :

- F2
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Inftead of abftrufe meditations, the favages delight in
fongs. They are faid to have no variety in their finging 3
hut it is uncertain whether thofe who have heard them had.
an ear properly adapted to their mufic. When we firft
hear a foreign language fpoken, the whole feems one con-
‘tinued {qund, and appears to be pronounced with the fame
tone of voice, without any modulation or profody. It is
only by continued habit that we learn to. diftinguifh the
words and [yllables, and to perceive that the found of fome
is dull, and that of others tharp, and that it is more or lefs
lengthened out.  Would it mot require at leall as much
time to enable us to determine any thing certain with re-

- gard to the mufic of any nation, which muft always be
ubordinate to their language ?

Their dances are generally an emblem of war 3 and they
wfually dance with their weapons in their lands; There 18
fomething fo regular, rapid, and-terrible, in thefe dances;
that an European, when firft he fees them, cannot help
fhuddering. He imagines that the ground will in a me-
wment be covered with blood and feattered limbs, and that
none of the dancers or the fpeQators will furvive. It is
fomewhat remarkable, that in the firft ages of the world,
and among favage nations, dancing fhould be an imitative
art, and that it f(hould have loft that characteriftic in civil-
ized countries, where it feems to be reduced to a fet of

- uniform fteps without meaning. But it is with dances as
with languages, they grow abitralted like the ideas they
are intended to reprelent. The figns of them are more
allegorical as the minds of the people become more refined.
In the fame manner as a fingle word, in a learned language,
exprefles feveral ideas 3 fo, 1n an allegorical dance, a fingle
ftep, a fingle attitude, is fufficient to excite a variety of
fenfations. It is owing to want of imagination, either in
the dancers, or the fpefators, if a figured dance be not,
pr do not appear to be, expreffive. Befides, the favages
¢an exhibit none but ftrong paffions and ferocious: manners,
and thefe muft be reprefented by more fignificant images in
their dances, which are the language o% getture, the firft
and fimpleft of all languages.. Nations living in a ftate of
civil fociety, and in peace, have only the gentler paffions
to reprefent, which are beft exprefled by delicate images,
fit to convey refined ideas. It might not, however, be
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improper fometimes to bring back dancing to its ﬁ}‘ft ori=
gin, to exhibit the old fimplicity of manners, to revive the
firk fenfations of nature by motions which reprefent them,
to depart from the antiquated and [cientific mode of the
Greeks and Romans, and to adopt the lively and figaifis
cant images of the rude Canadians. L

Thefe favages, always totally devoted to the pu;:fmt of
the prefent paflion, are cxtravagantly fond of gamiag, .as
is ufual with all idle people, and efpecially of games of
chance. The fame men, who are comnmonly fo: fedate,
moderate, and difinterefted, and have fuch a command of
themiclves, are outrageous, greedy, and turbulent, at play;
they lofe their peace, their fenfes, and all they are poflefi-
ed of. _Defitute of almof every thing, coveting all they
fee, and, when they like it, eager to have and enjoy it,
their attention ie entirely turned to the moft fpecdy and
readieft way of acquiring it. ‘This is a confequence ot
their manners, as well as of their character:  The profpe&t
of prefent happinefs always prevents them from difcerning
the evils that may enfue. Their forecaft doesnot even reach
from day to night. They are alternately filly children and
violent men, Every thing depends with them on the pre-
fent moment. .

Gaming alone would lead them to fuperftition, even if
they were not naturally fubje& to that fcourge of the hu-
man race. . But as they have few phyficians or empirics of
this kind to have recourfe to, they fuffer lefs from this dif-
temper of the mind than more polifhed nations, and are
better difpofed to attend to the fuggeltions of realon, which
abate the violence of it.  The Iroquois have a confufed no-
tion of a firft Being who governs the world at pleafure.
They never repine at the evil which this Being permits.
When fome mifchance befals them, they fay, ¢ the man
¢ above will have it fo;” and there is, perhaps, more phi-
Jofophy in this fubmiffion, than in all the reafonings and

_ declamations of oug philofophers. Moft other favage nations
‘worfhip thofe two firlt principles of good and evil, which
occur to the human mind as foon as it has acquired any
-conception of invifible fubftances. Sometimes they worfhip
,a river, a foreft, the fun or the moon; in thort, any beings
Ain which they have obferved a certain power and motion ;

Fa
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becaufe, wherever.they fee motion, which they canmot at-
count for, they fuppofe thereisafoul. =~ "

. They feem to have fome notion of a fature flate; but,
having no. principles of morality, they do not think the
next life is a ftate of reward for virtue, and punifhment for
vice. They believed that the indefatigable hont{man, the
fearlefs and mercilefs warrior, who has flain or burnt man
enemies, and made his own town vi@torious, will after death
pafs intoa country, where he will be fupplied with plenty of
all kinds of animals to fatisfy his hanger ; whereas thofe
who are grown old in indolence, and without glory, will be
for ever banifhed'into a barren land, where they will be eter.
nally expofed to famine and ficknefs. Their tenets are fuit-
ed to their manners and their wants. They believe in fuch

leafures and fuch fufferings as they are acquainted with.

hey have more hopes than fears, and are ‘happy even in
their delufions. They are, however, often tormented with
dreams. ‘

Ignorance is naturally prone to conne& fomething myf-
terious with dreams, and to afcribe them to the agency of
fome powerful being, who takes the opportunity, when
our faculties-are fufpended and lulled afleep, of watching
over us in the abfence of our fenfes. It is, as it were, a
foul, diftin& from our own, that glides into us, to inform
us of what is to come, when we cannot yet fee it ; though
futurity be always prefent to that Being who created all
things. :

Ig the bleak and rough climates of Canada, where the
fcople live by hunting, their nerves are apt to be painful-
1y affe@ed by the inclemency of the weather, and by fa-
tigue and long abftinence. Then thefe favages have me-
lancholy and troublefome dreams: they imagine they are
{furrounded with enemies ; they fee their town furprifed and
deluged in blood; they reeeive injuries and wounds;
their wives, their children, their friends, are carried off.
When they awake, they take thefe vifions for a warning
from the gods ; and that fear which firft infpired them “with
this idea adds to their natural ferocity, by the melancholy
calt it gives to their thoughts, and their gloomy com-
plexions. The old women, who are ufelefs in the world,
dream for the fafety of the commonwealth, Some weak
old men alfo, like them too, dream on public affairs, in
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which they have no fhare or influence. Young men” who
are unfit for war or laborious exercifes, will dréam too,
that they may bear forhe part in the adminiftration of the
clan, In vain hath it been attempted, during gwo centu-
ries, to remove illufions fo deeply rooted, The favages
have conftantly replied; ¢ you chriftians laugh at the faith
¢ we have in dreams, and yet require us to believe things
¢ infinitely more improbable.”” Thus we fee in thefe un-
tutored nations the {eeds of prieftcraft, with all its train of
evils. g
Were it not for thefe melancholy fits and dreams, there
would fcarce ever be any contentions among them. Eu-
ropeans, who have lived long in thofe countries, affure us
they never faw an Indian in a paffion. Without fuperfti-
tion there would be as few national as private quarréls.
Private differences are moft commonly adjufted by the .
majority of the people. The refpeé& fhelwn by the nation
to the aggrieved party, fooths his felf-love, and difpofes
him to peace. It is more difficult to prevent quarrels, or
to put an end to hoftilities between two nations,
War often takes itsrife from hunting. When two com-
anies, which were feparated by a foreft a hundred leagues
in extent, happen to meet, and to interfere with each
other’s fport, they foon quarrel, and turn thofe weapons
againft one another, which were intended for the deftruc-
tion of bears. This flight fkirmith is a fource of eternal
difcord.  The vanquifhed party vows implacable vengeance
againft the conquerors; a natiopal hatred which will be
maintained by their pofterity, and be rekindled from their
afhes. The mutual wounds which both parties fuffer in
ikirmifhes of this kind, fometimes put a flop to thefe con-
tentions ; when on each fide they happen to be occafioned
by fome impetuous young men, who in the heat of youth
may have been tempted to remove to a confiderable dil{ance,
in order to make a trial of their military {kill. But the
eontentions between whole nations are not eafily excited.
The declaration of war, when it appears neceflary, is
not left to the judgment and decifion of one man. The
nation meets, and the chief {peaks. He fates the nature
of the injury, and caufes of complaint. The matter is con-
fidered ; the dangers and the confequences of a rupture are
weighed, The orators fpeak direéily to the point, withs
F
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out hefitation, withput digreffion, or without miftaking the
cafe. The prguments are difcuffed. with a ftrength of reas
foning and eloquence that arifes from the evidence and fim~
plicity of g#he matter in difpute and even with an impar-
tiality which is lefs affeCted by their ftrong paflions, than
it is among us by a combination of ideas. If war be un=
animoufly determined by their giving a general fhout, the
allies are invited to join in it, which they leldom refufe,
as they always have fome injury.te revenge, or fome flain
to replace by prifoners. '

The favages next proceed to the eletion of a chief.
‘When a certain number of men affemble to esecute an en-
terprile, jn which common intereft is concerned, one pern
fon among them muft be appointed to guide the motions of
the multitude, of whom he muft be the common foul; a
foul which mult command them all as imperioufly as its or=
ders are iffued to the members of the body which it inha-
bits, and which muft be obeyed with as much difpatch and
pun&uality. . Whenever this identity ceafes, diforder igin-
troduced. . It is no longer an army which ‘hath the fame
.obje&t in view ; it is a let of diftin& officers and foldiers
who have each of them their particular defigns. ‘That {ub-
ordination which connes one hundred thoufand men with
all their powers to one commander, is the chief circum-
ftance of diftinCtions between modern and ancient warriors.
Among the latter, every man uvfed to fingle out his enemy,
and bid him defiance in the mid{t of thethrong. An en-
gagement was nothing more than a great number of duels
fought at the fame tine upon a field of battle. Tt is not
fo at prefent, our armies confift of deep, large, and clofe,
bodies of men, placed upon a line, prefled together, and
moving in all dive@ions as one fingle body. Formerly an
-engagement was a duel between man and man; at prefent,
it 18 a duel of one body of men againft another. The leaft
want of fubordination would bring on confufion, and con-
fufion would occafion a horrid maffacre and a humiliating
defeat,

The diflike which the favages of Canada have for what-
ever may reftrain their independence, hath not prevented
them from perceiving the neceffity of having a military chief.
They have alwaye been led 1o aétion by commanders, and
phyhognomy hath been always attended to in the choice
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they have made of them. "This might be a very fallacious,
and even ridiculous, way of forming'a judgment of  men,
where they ‘have been trained up-from their infancy to dife
guife their real fentiments, and where; by a conftant prac-
tice of diffimulation and artificial paffions, the countenance
is no longer expreflive of the mind. But a favage, whois
folely guided by nature, and is acquainted with its work-
ings, feldom miftakes in the judgment ‘he forms at firft
fight. The chief requifite, next to a warlike afped, isa
ftrong voice ; becaufe in armies that march without drums
or clavions, in order more effeCtually to furprife the enemy,
nothing is fo.proper to found an alarm, or to give the fignal
for the onfet, as the terrible voice of a chief, who fhouts
and ftrikes at the fame time. But the beft recommendas .
tions for a general are his exploits. . Every one is at liber- -
ty to boaft of his victories, in order that he may be the firft
to expofe himfelf to march foremoft to meet danger; to
tell what he has done, in order to fhew what he will do: -
and the favages think felf-commendation not unbecoming a
hero who can fhew his fcars. .

He who is chofen tu be chref, and .to lead on the
reft in the path of glory, never fails to harangue them— -
« Comrades,” fays he, ¢ the bones of. our. brethren are
¢ ftill uncovered. . They cry out againft us; we muft fa-
“ tisfy them. Young men, toarms ; fill your quivers ; paint
“ yourfelves with gloomy colours that may ftrike terror.
‘¢ Let the woods ring with our war-fongs. ILet us footh
¢ the dead with the fhouts of veugeance. Let us go and -
¢ bathe in the blood of our eremies, take prifoners, and .
¢ fight as long as water fhall flow in the rivers, and as long
¢ as the fun and moon fhall remain fixed in the firmament.” -

At thefe words, thofe brave men who are eager for war, |
go to the chief, and fay,  we will fhare the danger with .
“ thee,” ¢ So you fhall,” replies the chief; ¢ we will,
« fhare it together.”® But as no perfuafions are made ufe
of to induce any one to join the army, left a falfe point of
honour fhould compel men of no courage to take the field, .
a man mult undergo many trials before he can be admitted .
as a foldier. -If a young man, who has never yet faced the .
enemy, f(hould betray. the lcalt impatience, when, after -
long abftience, he is expofed to the fcorching heat of the -
tun, the intenfe frofts of the night, or the ftings of infeQs,

I?
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be.would'be declared incapable; and umworthy to béar arms,
Axe the {oldiers of our militias and armies formed in this
manner ?* On the contrary, what a mournful and ominous
ceremoiiy is ours ! Men who have not been able to efcape
being-prefled into the fervice, or could not procure an ex-
erfiption by purchafe, or by virtue of fome privilege, march
heavily along, with downcaft looks, and pale -deje@ed
faces, before a magiftrate, whofe office is- odious to the
people, and whofe honefty is doubtful. The affliGed and
trembling parents feem to be following their fon to the grave.
A black fcroll, iffuing from a fatal urn, points out the viét-
img which the prince devotes to war. A diftraed mother
in vain prefles her fon to her bofom, and ftrives to detain
him ; he is torn from her arms, and fhe bids him an eternal
farewell, curfing the day of her marriage, and that of her
delivery. Tt is not certainly by fuch facrifices that good
foldiers are to be acquired. . Itis not with fuch fcenes of
diflrefs and confternation that the favages go to mect vic-
tory. They march out in the midft é fcgivity, finging,
and dancing. The young married women follow their
hufbands for a day or two, without fhewing any figns of
grief or forrow. Thefe women, who do not even ulter a
groan io the pangs of child-birth, would fcorn to foften the
minds of the defenders and avengers of their country, by
the tears even of tendernefs and compaffion.

The weapons of thefe favage nations are a kind of fpear,
armed with fharp bones, and a fmall club of very hard wood,
of around figure, and with one cutting edge. Inflead of
thefe laft, fince their acquaintance with the Europeans,
they make ufe of a hatchet, which they manage with amaz-
ing dexterity. Molft of them have no inftrument of de-
fence : but if they attack the pallifades that furround a
town, they cover ticir body with a thin plank. Some of
them ufed to wear a kind of cuirafs, made with plaited
reeds ; but they left it off, on finding it was not proof
againft fire-arms.

The army is followed by dreamers, who affume the name
of jugglers, and are too often {uffered to determine the mi-
itary operations. They march without any colours, All
the warriors,, who are almoft naked, that they may be the
more wlert in battle, rab their badies with coal, to appear
more terrible, or with mould, that they may not be fo ea-
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fily feen at a diffance; and by that means may be better
able to furprife the enemy. Notwithftanding their natural
_intrepidity and avetfion for all difguife, their wars are car-
ried on with artifice. Thefe ftratagems, common to all
nations, whether favage or civilized, are become neceflary
to the petty nations of Canada. They would have totally
deftroyed one another, had they not made the glory of their
chiefs to confift in bringing home all their companions, ra-
ther than in fhedding the blood of their foes. Honour,
therefore, is to be gained by falling upou the enemy before
he is prepared. Thefe people, whofe fenfes have néver
been impaired, are extremely quick in their fmell, and can
difcover the places where men have trode. By the keen-
nefs of that and of their fight, it is faid they can trace foot-
fteps that are made upon the fhorteft grafs, upon the dry
ground, and even upon flone; and from the. nature of tha
footiteps can difcover to what nation the adventurers be-
long. Perhaps they may do this by the. leaves from the
forelts, which always cover the ground. -

When they are fo fortunate as to furprife the enemy,
they difcharge a whole volley of arrows, and fall upon them
with their clubs or hatchets: If they are upon their guard,
or well intrenched, ‘they retreat if they can; if not, they
fight dll they conquer or die. The vi€torious .party dif-
patch the wounded whom they cannot carry off, fcalp the
dead, -and take fome prifoners. .

The conqueror leaves his hatchet upon the field of bat-
tle, having previoufly engraven upon it the mark of his na-
tion, that.of his. family, and efpecially his own piQure ;
that is to fay, an oval with the figutes marked on his
own face. . Others paint all. thefc .enfigns of honour, or
rather trophies of victory, on the ftump of a tree, or on a
piece of the bark, with coal mixed up with feveral colours.
T'o this. they add the hiftory, not only of the battle, but
of the whole campaign, in hicroglyphic charaéters. Next
to the pi¢ture of the gencral, the number of his foldiers is

-marked by fo many lines, that of the prifoners by fo many
little images, and that of the dead by fo many buman fi.
gures without heads.  Such are the expreffive and techni-
cal figns which, in all original focieties, have preceded the
art of writing and printing, and the voluminous libraries

0N
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which fill the palaces of the rich and idle, and embarrafs
the minds of the learned. '

The hiftory of an Indian war is but a fhort one; they
make hafte to defcribe it, for fear the enemy fhould rally
and fall upon them. ‘The congueror glories in a precipi-
tate retreat, and never ftops till he reaches his own terri-
tory and his own town. There he is reccived with the
warmelt tranfports of joy, and finds his reward in the ap-
plaufes of his countrymen. A dcbate then enfues, how the
prifoners, who are the only advantage of their victory, fhall
be difpafed of.

The moft fortunate of the captives are thofe who are
chofen to replace the warriors who fell in the late attion,
or in former battles. 'This adoption has been wifely con-
trived, to perpetuate nations, which would foon be de-
ftroyed by frequent wars. The prifoners being once in-
corporated into a family, become coufins, uncles, fathers,
brothers, hufbands 3 in {hort, they fucceed to any degree
of confanguisity in which the deceafed ftood, whofe place
they fupply ; and thefe affeGionate titles-convey all their
rights to them, at the fame time that they bind them to all
their engagements. Far from being averfe for attaching
themfclves with all proper affetion to the family that has
adopted them, they will not refufe even to take up arms
againft their own countrymen. Yet this is {urely a ftrange
inverfion of the ties of nature. They muft be very weak
men, t.:c to fhift the object of their regard with the viciffi-
tudes o fortune. The truth is, that war feems ro cancel
all the Londs of nature, and to confine a man’s feclings to
himfel! :lonc. Hence arifes that union between friends
among the favages, which is obferved to be ftronger than
that which {ubfifts bctween relations.  Thofe who are to
fight and die together, are more firmly attached than thofe
who are born together, or under the fame roof. When war
or death has diffolved that confanguinity which is cement-
ed by nature, or has been formed by choice, the famc fate
which loads the favage with chains, gives him new rela-
tions a.d friends. Cuftom and common confent have au-
thorifcd this fingular law, which undoubtedly fprang from
necefliry.

But it fometimes happens that a prifoner refufes this adop-
tion ; fometimes that he is excluded from it. A tall hand-
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{ome prifoner had Joft feveral oféhis fingers in battle. This
circumfbance was not noticed at firft. ¢ Friend,” faid the
widow to .whom he was allotted, ¢“ we had chofen you to
¢ live with us; but  in the condition you appear, unable
“ to fight and to defend us, of what ufe is life to you?
¢« Death is certainly preferable.” ¢ 1 am of the fame opi-
“ nion,”” anfwered the favage. ¢ Well then,” replied the
‘woman, * this evening you fhall be tied to the ftake. Far
s¢ your own glory, and for the honour of your family wko
“ zavc adopted you, remember to behave like a man of
* courage.”” He promifed he would, and kept his word.

For three days he endured the moft cruel torments, with
a conftancy and cheerfulnefs that fet them all at defiance.
His new family never forfook him, but encouraged him by
their applaufe, and fupplied him with drink and tobacce
in the midft of his fufferings.. What a mixture of virtue
and ferocioufnefs! Every thing is great in thefe people
who are not en(laved. This is the fublime of nature, inall
its horrors and its beauties.

The captives whom none choofe to adopt, are foon con.
demned to death. The victims are prepared for it by every
thing that may tend to infpire them with a fondnefs for
life.  The belt fare, the kindeft ufage, the moft endear-
ing names, are lavifhed upon them. They are even fome-
times indulged with women to the very moment of their
fentence. Is this compaffion, or is it a refinement of bar.
‘barity 2 At laft a herald comes, and acquaintsthe wretch.
that the pile is ready. ¢ Brother,” fays he, ¢ be patient,
“ you are going to be burnt.” ¢ Very well brother,”
fays the prifoner, ¢ I thank you.”

Thele words are received withgencral applaufe ; but the
women are the moft violent in their expicflions of the com-
mon joy. She to whom the prifoner is delivered up, in-
ftantly invokes the fhade of a father, a hufband, a fon, the
deareft friend, whofe death is ftill unrevenged. ¢ Draw
¢ near,” the cries, ¢/ I am preparing a feaft for thee. Come
‘¢ and drink large draughts of the broth I intend to give
¢ thee. This warrior is going to be put into the cauldron.
¢ They will apply hot hatchets all over his body : they
 will fcalp him: they will drink out of higfkull: thou
¢ fhalt be avenged and fatisfied.”

This furious-woman then rufhes upon her vi€tim, who is
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tied to a poft near the fiery pile, and by ftriking or maim~
ing him, fhe-gives the fignal for the intended cruelties.
There is not a woman or child in the clan whom this fight
has brought together, who does not take a part in tortur.
ing and flaying the miferable captive. Some pierce his
flefh with firebrands ; others cut it in flices ; fome tear off
his nails ; while others cut off his fingers, roaft them, and
devour them before his face. Nothing ftops his execution-
ers but the fear of haftening his end : they ftudy to pro-
long his fufferings for whole days, and fometimes they
make him linger for a week.

In the midft of thefe torments, the hero fings, in a bar-
‘barous, but heroic, manner, the glory of hisformer victo.
ries : he fings the plealure he formerly took in flaying his
enemies. His expiring voice is raifed, to exprefs the hope
he entertains of being revenged ; and to tell his perfecu-
tors that they know not how to avenge their anceftors,
whom he hath maffacred. He choofes to bid defiance to
his executioners, the moment when their rage appears ra-
ther flackened ; and he endeavours to excite it anew, in
order that the excefs of his fufferings may difplay the ex-
cefs of his courage. It is a confliét between the vi&im and
his tormentors ; a dreadful challenge between conltancy in
fuffering and obftinacy in torturing. But the fenfe of glory
predominates. Whether this intoxication of enthufiafin fui-
pends, or wholly benumbs, all fenfe of pain ; or whether cuf-
tom and education alone produce thefe prodigies of hero-
ifm 5 certain it is, that the fufferer dies without ever fhed-
ding a tear or heaving a figh. Let fanatics of all falfe re-
ligions no longer boaft the conftancy of their martyrs: the
favage of nature goes beyond all their miraculous accounts,

I-fow fhall we account for this infenfibility ? Is it owing to
the climate, or to the manner of life ? Colder blood, thick-
er humours, a conftitution rendered more phlegmatic by the
dampnefs of the air and the ground may doubtlefs blunt
the irritability of the nervous {yftem in-Canada., Men who
are conftantly expofed to all the inclemencies of the wea-
ther, the fatigues of hunting, and the perils of war, con-
traét fuch a rigidity of fibres, fuch a habit of fuffering, as
makes them infenfible to pain. It is faid, the favages are
fcarce ever convulfed in the agonies of death, whether they
die of ficknefs or of a wound. Asthey have no apprehen-
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fiotis either of the approaches or the confequences of death,

 their imagination does ot fuggelt that artificial fenfibility’
againft which nature hds guarded them. Their whole life,
whether confidered in a natural or moral view, is calculat-
ed to infpire them with a contempt for death, which we
fo much dread ; and to- enable them to overcome the fenfe
of pain, which is increafed by our indulgencies.

gut a circumftance ftill more aftonithing in the charac-
ter of the Indians than their refolution in fupporting tor-
tures, is the rancour that appears in their revenge, It is
dreadful to think that man may become the moft cruel of
all animals, In general, revenge is not profecuted with
cruelty either among nations, or between individuals who
are governed by good laws ; which, at the fame time that
they proteét the fubjeét, reftrajn him from committing in«
juries. Vengeance is not a very lively principle in wars
that are carried on between great nations, becaufe they
have but little to fear from their enemies. But in thofe
petty nations, wherea confiderable fhare of the power of
the {tate belongs to each individual, where the lofs of one
man endangers the whole community, war is nothing elfe
than a fpirit of revenge that actuates the whole body.
Among independent men, who entertain-a degree of efs
teem for themfelves, which can never be felt by men who
are under fubjeétion ; among favages whofe affc&ions are
very lively, and confined to a few obje&s, injuries muft ne-
ceffarily be refented to the greateft degree, becaufe they
affe the perfon in the moft fenfible manner: the affaffin-
ation of a friend, of a fon, of a brother, or of a fellow-ci-
tizen, muft be avenged by the death of the affaffin. Thefe
beloved fhades are continually calling out for vengeance
from their graves, They wander about in the ?oreﬁs,
amidft the mournful accents of the birds of night; they
appear in the phofphorus and in the lightning ; and fuper-
ftition pledds for them in the affli¢ted orincenfed hearts of
their friends.

When we confider the hatred which the hordes of thefe
fava%cs bear to each other ; the hardfhips they undergo ;
the {carcity they are often expofed to; the frequency of
their wars; the {fmall number o? inhabitants; the numberlefs
fnares we lay for them ; we cannot but forefee that, in lefs
than three centuries the whole race will be extin&. What
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judgment will pefterity form of  this fpecies of men, who
will exift only in the defcriptions of travellers ? - Will not
the accounts given of the favagcs appear to them.in the
fame light as the fables of antiquity do to us? It will {peak
of them, as the centaurs and lapithe are fpoken of by
us. How many contradi®tions will not pofterity difcover
in their cuftoms and manners! Will not fuch of our writ-
ings as may then have efcaped the deftru@ive hand of time,
pafs for romantic inveations, like thofe which Plato has
left us concerning the ancient Atalantic ?

The French im-  Tue charalter of the North Ameri--
prudently take a  cans, as we have deferibed it, had fingu-
partin the wars larly difplayed itfelf in the war between .
of the favages.  the Iroquois and the Algenquins. Thefe

two nations, the moft numerous in Cana-
da, had formed a kind of confederacy. The former, who.
tilled the ground, imparted their produétions to their allies,
who in return fhared with them the fruits of their chafe..
Conneéted by their reciprocal wants, they mutually defend-
ed cach other. During the feafon when all the labours of
agriculture were interrupted by the fnow on the ground,
they lived together. The Algonquins went a-hunting ;.
and the Iroquois ftaid at home, to fkin the beafts, cure the
fleth, and drefs the hides,

It happened one year that a party of Algonguins, who
were not very dexterous, or much ufed to the chafe, prov-
ed unfuccefsful. The Iroquois who attended them, defir-
ed leave to try whethef they fhould fuceeed better. "This -
requeft, which had fometimes "been complied with, was
net granted. Irritated at this unfeafonable refufal, they.
went out privately in the night, and brought home a grcat
number of animals. The Algonquins greatly mortified,
to blot out the very remembrance of their difgrace, waited
till the Iroquois hunt{fmen were afleep, and put them all to
death. This maffaere occafioned a great alarm. The of-
fended nation demanded juftice, which was haughtily re-

* fufed; and they were given to underftand that they muft
not expett the fmalleft fatisfaltion.

‘T'he Iroquois enraged at this contemptuous treatment, .
vowed that they would either be revenged, or that they
would perifh in the attempt. But not being powerful :
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enough to venture to attack their hayghty adverfaries, they
removed to a greater diftance in order ‘try thejr’ frength,
and improve their military fkill, by making war againft
fome lefs formidable nations. - As foon as they had learag
to approach like foxes, to attack like lions, and to fly like
birds, as they exprefs themfelves, they were no longer
afraid to encounter the Algonquins ; apd, therefore, car-
ried on a war againlt them with a degree of ferocionfnefs
proportionable to their refentment.  © -

It was juft at the time when thefe animofities were kind-
led throughout Canada, that the French made their firft
appearance in that coyntry. The Montagnez, who inha-
bited the lower parts of the river St. Lawrence ; the Al
gonquins, who were fettled upon its banks, from Quebec
to Montreal ; the Hurons, who were difperfed about the
lake that bears that name ; and fome lefs confiderable na-
tions, who wandered about in the intermediate fpaces ;
were all inclined to favour the fettlement of the frangers:
thefe feveral nations combined againft the Iroquoais, and un-
able to withftand them, imagined that they mighs find in
their new guelt an unexpeéted refource, which wauld in-
fure them [uccefs. From the opinion they entertained of
the French, which feemed as if it were formed npon a tho-
rough knowledge of their chara@er, they flattered them-
{elves they might engage them in their quarrel, and were
not difappeinted. éhamp]ain, who ought to have availed
himfelf of the fuperior knowledge of the Eurapeays to ef-
fe&t a reconciliation between the ~Americans, did not even
attempt it. He warmly efpoufed the interefts of his neigh-
bours, and accompanied them in purfuit of their enemy.

The country of the Iroquois was near eighty leagues in
length, and more than forty in breadth. 1t was bounded
by the lake Erie, the lake Ontario, the river St. Lawrence,
and the celebrated countries fince known hy the names of
New York and Pennfylvania. The fpace between thefe
vatt limits was watered by feveral fine rivers, and was in-
habited by five nations, which could bring about twenty
-thoufand warriors into the ficld, though they are now re-
duced to lefs than fifteen hundred. They formed a kind of
league or affociation, not unlike that of the Swifs or the
Dutch. Their deputies met once a-year, to hold their
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fealt of union, and to deliberate on the interefts of the com-
monwealth, = - o S

" Though the Iroquois did not expet to be again attack-
ed by enemies who had fo often been conquered, they were
not unprepared. The engagement was begun with equal
confidence on both fides; one relying .on their ufual fape-
riority ; the other on the afiftance of their new ally, whofe
fire-arms could not fail of infuring the viGtory. And, in-
deed, no fooner had Champlain, and the two Frenchmen
who attended him, fired a fhot, which killed two chiefs of
the Iroquoir, and mortally wounded a third, than the
whole ariny fled in the utmoft amazement and confterna.
tion, N

This alteration in the mode of attack induced them to
think of changing their mode of defence, In the mext
campaign, they judged it neceffary to intrench themfelves,
to elude the force of weapons they were unacquainted
with, But their precaution was ineffectual. Notwith-
ftanding an obftinate refiftance, their intrenchiments were
forced by the Indians, fupported by a brifker fire from a
greater number of Frenchmen, than appeared in the firft
expedition. The Iroquais were almoft all killed or taken.
Thofe who had efcaped from the engagement were -pre-
cipitated into a river and drowned.

This nation would probably have been deftroyed, or
compelled to live in peace, had not the Dutch, who in 1610
founded the colony of New Belgia in their neighbourhood,
‘furnifhed them with arms and ammunition. Poffibly too
they might fecretly foment their divifions, the furs taken
from the enemy during the continuance of hoftilities being
a greater obje&t than thofe they could procure from their
own chafe.  However this may be, this conneétion reftored
the balance between both parties. Various hoftilities and
injuries were committed by each nation, which weakened
the ftrength of both. This perpetual ¢bb and flow of
fuccefs, which, in governments aétnated by motives of in-
tereft rather than of revenge, would infallibly have reftored
tranquillity, ferved but to increafe animofities, and to exe
afperate a number of little clans, bent upon each other’s
deftru&ion. The confequence was, that the weakeft of
thefe petty nations were foon defiroyed, and the ref were
gradually reduced to nothing.
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" Turse defiruive events did not how- ~ The French
ever contribute to advance the power of fettlement makes
the French. In 1629, they had only 7o progrefs.
three wretched -fettlements, furrounded Thecaufe of thi,
with pales. The largeft of thefe con- '
tained but fifty inhabitants, including men, waonien, and
children. The climate had not proved deftruive to the
people fent there: though fevere, it was wholefome; and
the Europeans ftrengthened their conftitutions without
endangering their lives. The little progrefs they made
was entirely owing to an exclufive company, whofe chief
defigns were not fo much intended to create a national
power in Canada, as to enrich themfelves by the fur trade.
This evil might have been immediatel'y removed, by abolifh-
ing this monopoly, and allowing a free trade; but it was
not then time to adopt fo fimple a theory., The govern-
‘ment, however, chofe only to employ a more numerous
affociation, compofed of men of greater property and
credit, ‘ ‘ ‘

They gave them the difpofal of the fettlements that were
or fhould be formed in Canada, together with a power of
fortifying and governing them as they thought proper, and
of making war or peace, as fhould beft promote their in,
tereft. The whole trade by fea and land was allowed them
for a term of fiftcen years, except the cod and whale fifh-
eries, which were left open to all. The beaver and all the
fur trade was granted to the company for ever.

To all thefe were added further encouragements. The
king made a prefent of two large fhips to the company,
which confifted of feven hundred proprietors. Twelve of
the principal were raifed to the rank of nobility. Gentle-
men, and even the clergy, already too rich, were invited to
fhare in this trade. The company were allowed the liberty
of fending and exporting all kinds of commodities and
merchandize, free of any §uty whatfoever. A perfon who
exercifed any trade in the colony for the fpace of fix years,

was intitled to the freedom of the fame trade in France. .
*The laft favour granted them was the free entry of all
goods manufadtured in thefe diltant regions. 'This fingular
privilege, the motives of which it is not eafy to difcover,
gave the manufalturers of New France an infinite advan-
tage over thofe of_the mother ¢ountry, who were encumbers
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ed with 3 vatiety, of duties, letters of mafterthip, charges
for ftamps, and with all the impediments which-iguorance
and avarice had multiplied withont end, o

In return for fo many marks of partiality, the company,
which had a capital of a hondred thoufand crowns
{12,500l] engaged to bring into the coleny, in the year
1628, which was the firft year they eajoyed theiv charter,
two or three hyndred artificers of fuch tradea as were fittelt
for their purpofe ; and fixteen thoufand men before the
year 1643. They were to provide them with lodging and
‘board, ' to maintain them for threg years, and afterwards to
give them as much cleared land ag would be neceffary for
their fubfiftence, with a fuflicient quantity of grain to fow
it the firlt year, - ,

Fortune did not fecond the endeavours of government in
favour of the new company. The firft thips they fitted out
were taken by the Englilh, who were lately at variance
with France, on account of the fiege of Rochelle. Riche-
lieu and Buckingham, who were enemies from jealoufy,
from ‘perfonal charaiter, from Rate, intereft, and from every
motive that can cxcite an irreconcilable enmity between
two ambitious minifters, tqok this oppartunity to {pirit up
the two kings they governed, and the two nations they
were endeavouring to opprefs.  The Englifh, who fought
for their interefts, gained the advantage over the French;
and the latter lott Canada in 1629. The council of
Lewis XIII were fo litile acquainted with the value of
this fettlement, that they were inclined not to demand the
reftitution of it ; but the pride of the leading man, whe,
being at the head of the company, confidered the encroach-
ments of the Englith as a perfonal infult, prevailed with
them to alter their opinion. They met with lefs diffi-’
culty than they expeéled ; and Canada was reitored to the
French, with peace, in 4631, by the treaty of St. Ger-
main en Laye. ‘

The French were not taught by adverfity. The fame
ignorance, the [ame negligence, prevailed after the recovery
of Canada as before. The monopolizing company fulfilled
none of their engagements. This breach of faith, far from
being punifned, was in a manner rewarded by a prolonga-
tion of their charter. The clamours of all Canada were
dilregarded at fuch a diftance; and the deputics fent to
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reprefent its wretched fituation were denied accefs to the
thromey where timid truth is never fuffered to approachy
but is awed into filence by threats and punifhments. This
behaviour, equally repugnant to humanity, private intereft,
and. good policy, was attended with fuch confequences as
might naturally be expeéied from it.

he French had formed their fettléement improperly.
In order to have the appearance of reigning over an im-
menfe. tra&t of eountry, and to draw nearer to the fars,
they had placed their habitations at fuch o diltance.from
each other, that they had fcarce any eommunication, and
were unable to afford each other any affitance. The mifs
fortunes which were the refult of this imprudence had not
produced any alteration in their conda&®. The intereft of
the moment made them always forget thg paft, and pre-
vented them from forefeeing the future. They were not
properly in a focial ftate, fince the magiftrates could not
fuperintend their morals, nor government provide for the
fatety of their perfons and property.

The audacious and ardent Irequois foon perceived the -
defe&t of this conftitution, and purfued meafures to avail
themfelves of it. The weak bands of favages which had
been fheltered from their fury, deprived of that fupport
which conftituted their fecurity, foon fled before them.
This firft fuccefs infpired the Iroquois with the hopes of
compelling their prote@ors to crofs the fea again, and even
of being able to deprive thefe foreigners of their children,
that with them they might fill the place of thofe warriors
they had loft in the preceding wars. To avoid thefe cala-
mities and humiliations, the French were obliged to ereét,
in each of the diftrits which they occupied, a kind of
fort, where they took refuge, and where they fheltered
their provifions and their cattle, at the approach of thefe
irreconcilable foes. Thefe palifadoes, commonly {upport-
ed by fome indifferent guns, were never forced, and perhaps
even never blocked up; but whatever was found on the
outfide of the intrenchments was either deftroyed or car-
ried off by thefe barbarians. Such was the mifery and de-
plorable ftate of the colony, that it was reduced to {ubtift
upon the charitable contributiens which the miffionaries re-
ceived from Europe, '
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" The French are . The French miniftry, at length awak-
roufed from their cned from their lethargy by that general
inadivity, - commotion which at that time agitated
Means by awhich  every nation, fent a body of four hup-
this change was dred welledifciplined troops to Canada
effedled, in 1662. This corps was reinforced two
. years after. The French gradually re-
covered an ablolute fuperiority over the Iroquois. Three
of their nations, alarmed at their lofles, made propofals for
an accommodation ; and the other two were fo much weak-
ened, that they were induced to accede to it in 1668. At
this time the colony firft enjoyed a profound peace, which
paved the way for its profperity ; and a freedomh of trade
contributed to fecure it. The beaver trade alane con-
tinued to be monopolized.

This revolation in affairs excited induftry. The former
colonifts, whofe weaknefs had till then confined them with-
in their fettlements, now ventured to extend their planta-
tions, and cultivated them with greater confidence and
fuccefs. Al the foldiers who confented to fettle in the
New World obtained their difcharge, together with a
grant of fome property. The officers had lands given
them in proportion to their rank. The former fettlements
were improved ; and new ones eftablithed, wherever the
intereft or fafety of the colony required it. 'This fpiris
and a&ivity occafioned an increafe of traffic with the In-
dians, and revived the intercourfe between both continents.
This profperity feemed likely to receive additional advan-
tages from the care taken by the fuperintendants of the
co%ony, not only to preferve friendfhip with the neighbour-
ing nations, but likewife to eftablith peace and harmony
among themfelves. Not a fingle a& of hoftility was com-
mitted throughout an extent of four or five hundred
leagues; a circumflance, perhaps, unheard of before in
North America. It thould feem that the French had
kindled the war at their arrival, only to extinguifh it the
more effeGually.

. But this concord could not continue among people who
were always armed for the chale, unlefs the power that had
effeéted it fhould preferve it by the fuperiority of its farces,
The Iroquois, finding this precaution was neglected, re-
fumed that reftlefs difpofition arifing from their love of
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revenge and dominion. They were, however, careful to
continue on good terms with all who were cither allies or
neighbours to the French. Notwithftanding thie modera-
tion, they were tald, that they muft immediately lay down
their arms, and reftore all-the prifoners they had taken, ot
expect to fee their country deftroyed, and their habitations
burnt down. This haughty fummons incenfed their pride.
‘I'hey anfweréd, that they thould never fuffer the leaft in-
croachment on their independence ; and- that they fhould
make the French fenfible, that they were friends not to be
neglefted, and enemics not to be defpifed. But, as they
were ftaggered with the air of authority that had been af-
fumed, they complied in part with the terms required of
‘them ; and the affair was thus compromifed.

. But this kind of humiliation rather increafed the refent.
ment of a people more accuftomed to commir than to fuffer
injuries. The Englifh, who in 1664 had difpoffefled the
Dutch of New Belgia, and remained mafters of the terri-
tory they had acquired, which they had called New York,
availed themfeives 'of the difpofitions of the Iroquois.
They not only excited the {pirit of difcord, but added pre-
fents to induce them to breaﬂ with the French. The fame
artifices were ufed to feduce the reft of their allies. Thofe
who adhered to their allegiance were attacked. All were
invited, and fome compelled to bring their beaver and other
furs to New York, where they fold at a higher price than
in the French colony.

Denonville, who had lately been fent to Canada to en-
force obedience to the anthority of the proudeflt of mo-
narchs, was impatient of all thefe infults, Though he was
in a condition not only to defend his own frontiers, but even
to encroach upon thofe of the Iroquois; yet, fenfible that
this nation muft not be attacked without being deftroyed,
it was agreed that the French fhould remain in a ftate of
feeming inattion, till they had received from Europe the
neceflary reinforcements for executing fo defperate a refolu-
tion. Thefe fuccours arrived in 1687 ; and the colony
had then 11,249 perfons, of whom about one third were
able to bear arms.

Notwithftanding this fuperiority of forces, Denonville
had recourfe to %ratagem, and difhonoured the French
pame among the favages by an infamous perfidy. Under
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etence of terminating their differences by negaciation, he
bafely abufed the confrderice which the Iraquois repofed in
the jefuit Lamnberville, to allure their chiefs to a conference.
As foon as they arrived, they were put in irons, embarked
at Quebec, and fent to the galleys. ’

On the firft report of this treachery, the old men fent
for their miffionary, and addrefled him in the following
manner: “ We are authorifed by every motive to treat
% you as an enemy, but we cannot refolve to do it.  Your
# heart hat had no fhare in the infult that has been put
¢ upon us; and it would be unjuft to punifh you for a
¢ crime you deteft flill more than ourfelves, But you
¢ muft leave us. Our rath young men might confider you
¢ in the light of a traitor, who has delivered up the chiefs
¢ of our mation to fhameful {lavery.” After this fpeech,
thefe favages, whom the Europeans' have always called
barbarians, gave the miffionary fome guides, who conduét-
ed him to a place of fafety; and then both parties took
\lP arms.

The French prefently {pread tetror among the Iroquois
bordering upon the great lakes; but Denonville had nei-
ther the aétivity nor the expedition neceffary to improve
thefe firft {fuccefles. While he was taken up in deliberat-
ing, inftead of aéting, the campaign was clofed without the
acquifition of any permanent advantage. This increafed
the boldnefls of the Iroquois who lived mear the French
fettlements, where they repeatedly committed the moft
dreadful ravages. The planters, frding their labours
deftroyed by thefe depredations, which deprived them of
the means of repairing the damages they had fultained,
ardently wifhed for peace, Denonville’s temper coincided
with their wifhes; but it was no ealy matter to pacify an
enemy rendered implacable by ill ufage. - Lamberville, who
fill maintained his former afcendant over  them, made
overtures of peuce, which were liftened to.

While thefe negociations were carrying o, a Machiavel,
born in the forefts, known by the name of Le Rat,.the
braveft, the moft refolute, the moft intelligent, {avage ever
fouud in the wilds of North America, arrived at Fort
Frontenac with a chofen band of Hurons, fully determined
upon exploits worthy of the reputation he bad acquired.

e was told, that a treaty was aftually on foot; that the

-4 4



Biok X7, 1M THE EAST AND WEST INDIES, 14§
deputies of the Iroqueis were upen-the road to.eanclude ic
aEpMontreal?qﬂn?qihat it would be an infult npon the
French governor, if boftilities thould be carried an againft
a nation with which they were negociating a peace..

Le Rat, piqued that the French fhould thus enter into
negaciations without confulting their allics, refolved to
punith them for their prefumpeion.  He la( in wait for the
for the deputies, fome of whom were killed, and the reft
taken prifoners. When the latter told him the,purport-of
their voyage, he feigned the greater furprife, as Denonville,
he faid, had fent him to inter them. Inorder to carry
on the deceit more fuecefsfully, he immediately releafed
them al, exeept one, whom he pretended to keep, to re-
place one of his Hurons who had been killed i the fray.
He then haftened to Michillimakinac, where he prefented
his prifener to the French commandant, who, not know-
ing that Denonville was treating with the Troquois, caufed
the unhappy favage to be put to death. Immediately
after this, Le Rat fent for an old Iroquois, who had long
been ‘a prifoner among the Hurons, and gave him his
liberty to go and acquaint his mation, that, while the
French were amufing their enemies with negociations, the
continued to take prifoners and murder them. This arfi-
fice, worthy of the moft infamous European policy, fuc.
ceeded as the favage Le Rat defired. The war was renew~
¢d'with greater fury than ever, and lafted the longer, ag
the Englith, who about that peried were enga in a
conteft with France, on account of the de o%tion of
James I1, thought intheir intereft to make an alliance with
the Troquois.

An Englith fleet, which failed from Europe in 1690,
appeared before Q!cbec in O&ober, to lay fiege to the
place. 'They had Feafon to expe&t but a faint refiftance,
as the favages were to make a powerful diverfion, to draw
off the principal land-forces of the colony. But they were
compelled fhamefully to relinquith the enterprife, after
having fuftained great lofles. The caufes of this difap.
pointment merit fome difcuffion.

When the Britith miniftry projeCted the redu&ion of
Canada, they determined that the land and fea forces
fhould arrive there at the fame time. This wife plan was
exe;u;ce}, with the utmoft cxainefs.- As the fhips were

ol. F. ' G
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failing up the river St. Lawrence, the troops marched by
Jand, in order to reach the fcene of a&ion at the fame in-
tant as the fleet. They were pearly arrived, when the
Iroquoig, who conduéted and fupported them, recolletted
the hazard they ran in leading their allies to the conqueft
of Quebec. Situated as we are between two European
pations, faid they in a council which they held, each
powerful enough to deftroy us, both interefted in our
deftrudtion, when they no longer ftand in need of our af-
fiftance ; what better meafure can we take, than to prevent
the one from being viGtorious over the other? Then will
each of them be compelled to -court our alliance, or to
bribe us to a neutrality. This fyftem, which feemed to be
diGtated by the fame kind of decp policy as that which
dire&s the balance-of Europe, determined the Irogueis to
return to their refpe@ive homes under various pretences.
Their defection obliged the Englifh to retreat; and the
French, now in fecurity on their lands, united all their
forces with as much unanimity as fuccefs for the defence of
-their capital.

The Iroquois, from motives of policy, ftifled their re-
fentment againft the French, and were attached rather to
the name than to the interefts of England. Thefe two
European powers, therefore, ‘irreconcilable rivals to cach
other, but feparated by the territory of a favage nation,
equally apprehenfive of the fu(periority of either, were pre-
vented from doing each other fo much injury as they could
have withed. The war was carried .on merely by a few
depredations, fatal to the colonifts, but of little confequence
to the feveral nations concerned in them. During the
fcene of cruelties exercifed by the feveral parties of Englith
and Iroquois, French and Hurons, whofe ravages extended
one hundred leagues from home, fome altions were per-
_formed, which feémed to render human nature fuperior to
fuch enormities,

Some French.and Indians having joined in an expedi-
tion that required a long march, their provifions began to
fail. The Hurons caught plenty of game, and always
offered fome to the French, who were not fuch fkilful
huntfmen. The latter would have declined accepting this

enerous offer ; ¢ you fhare with us the fatigues of war,”

aid the favages; ¢ it is but reafonable that we fhould
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¢¢ fhare with you ‘the neceffaries of life; we fhould not be
 men if we a&ed otherwife with men.” If fimilar in-
ftances of magnanimity .may have fometimes occurred
among Europeans, the following is peculiar to favages.

oA party of Iroquois being informed that a party of tha
French and their allies were advancing with fuperior forces,
they fled with precipitation. They were headed by Onon-
tague, who was a hundred years old. He fcorned to fly
with the reft, and chofe rather to fall into the hands of the
enemy ; though he had nothing to extpe& but exquifite
torments. hat a fpe@acle to fee four hundred bar.
barians eager in tormenting an old man; who far from
complaining, treated the French with the utmoft contempt,
and upbraided the Hurons with having ftooped to be the
flaves of thofe vile Europeans! One of his tormentors,
provoked at his invectives, ftabbed him in three places to
put an end to his repeated infults, ¢ Thou doft wrong,”
faid Onontague, calmly to him, ¢ to fhorten my life ; thou
““ wouldft have had more time to learn to die like a man.”
And are thefe the men whom the French and Englith
have been confpiring to extirpate for a century paft? %ut,
perhaps, they would be afhamed to live among fuch models
of heroifm and magnanimity.

The peace of Ryfwick put a fudden end to the calami-
ties of Europe and the hottilities in America. The Hurons
and the Iroquois, as well as the French and Eaglith, were
fenfible that they required a long continuance of peace, to
repair the loffes they had fuftamed in war. The Indians
began to recover themfelves; the Europeans refumed
their labours; and the fur trade, the firt that could be
entered into with a mation of hunt{men, was more firmly
eftablifhed. \

Berore the difcovery of Canada, the ~ The furs are the
forefts with which it was over-run were foundation ;f the
little more than the extenfive haunt of “conneions be-
wild beafts, which had multiplied pro~ tween the
digioufly ; becaufe the few men who French and the
lived in thofe deferts having no flocks or  Jndians.
tame animals, left more room and more
food for fuch as were wandering and free like themfclves,
If the nature of the climate did not affgd an infinite vari-

2
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ety; cach fpecies produced, at leaft, a moltitude of indi-
viduals. “But they at lak paid tribute to the fovereignty,
of man, that cruel power which bath slways been exer-
cifed in a manner fo fatal to every living creatwre. Hav-
i:g neither arts nor hufbandry to employ them, the favages
fed and clothed themfelves entirely avith .the wild beatte
they deftroyed. As foen as Juxury had led us to make
ufe of their fkins, the natfves waged a perpetual war againft
them ; ‘which was the more tﬁiwe, as 1t procured them
plenty, and a variety of gratifieations which they were un.
accuitomed to; aud the more deftructive, as they had
adopted the ufe of our firc arms, “This fatal induftry exer.
cifeﬁ in the woods of Canada, occafioned a great-quantity
and prodigious variety of furs to be brought into the ports
of France; fome of which were confamed in the kingdom,
and the reft difpofed of in the neighbouring -eountries.
Mot of thefe furs were already known in Europe; they
rame from the northern parts of our hemilphere, but in toe
{roall quantities to {upply a general demand. Caprice and
novelty have made them more or lefs in fathion, fince it has
.been found to be for the intereRt of the American colonies
that they fhould be valued in the mether countries. It
may not be improper to give fome account of thofe that
are ftill in requett. ‘

The otter is a voracious animal, which runs.er fwims
along the-banks of the lakes or rivers, commonly lives upon
fith, and, when. that fajls, will feed upon grafs, or the rind
of aquatic plants. .From his manner and place of Hving he
-has been ranked amongit amphibious enimals, -whe can
egually live in the air and -under water ; ‘but improperly,
fince the otter, lke all other land animals, cannot lise
without refpiration. ‘He s found in all thofe countries:which
sbound in water, and are temperate, but is more common
and much larger in the northern parts of America. "His
hair is nowhere fo black or fo -fine; a circumftance the
more fatal to him, as it expofes him more to the purfuies
of man.

The pole-cat is in cqual eftimation among the Canadian
huntfmen. There are three {pecies of this animal : the firft
is the comman, pole-cat ; the fecond is called the mink ;
and the third the ftink«'.ng polescat, becaufe his urine,
which he voids in his fright when he is purfued, is fo



Bzk R¥Y, W TBEEAST AND WEST INDIES« 549

offenfive, that it infefts the air at a great diltance.- Theif
hair' is darker, more glofly, and wmore filky, than in
Europe. : :

' Etpen the rat"iz North America is valuable for his fleir.-
There are two forts efpecially whofe {kin is aa article of
trade. The one, which is calicd the apoffum, is twice as
large as an Eurdpean rat. iz hair is commenly of a
filver grey, fometimes of a clear white. The fenmle has
abag under her belly, which fae can:open and thu at plea-
fure. When {he is purfued, flie puty hier young ones into
this bag, and runs away with them; The ather, which is
called the mutk-rat, becaufe his tefticles contain mufk, has
alt the charadteriftic qualities of the beaser, of which he
feens to be be a diminutive ; and his fkin & employed for
the fame purpofes. '

The ermine, which is about the fize of a fquirrel, but
not quite fo long, has the fame lively eyes, keen look, and -
his motioas ave fo quick that the eye cannot follow them.
‘The tip-of his long and buthy tall is as black as jer. Fis
hair, which is yellow as gold in fummer, turns s white as
frow in winter. This lively and light animal is ome of the
beauties-of Canada ;-bus, though {maller than the fable, i»
not fo common. - '

The martin is only to be met with in cold countries, in
the centre of the forefs, far from all habitasions, is a beaft

f prey, and lives upon birds.- Though it is but a foot”
and a half long, it leaves prints en the faow that appear to
be the footfteps of a vevy large animal ; becaufe it always
jumps along, and leaves the marks of buth feet togethen
Its fur is much efteemed, .though far inferior to. that fpe-
eies which s diftinguithed by the name of the fable. This
is of a fhining black. The fineft among them are thofe
whofe fkin ia the moft brown, and reaches along the back
quite to the tip of-the tail. The martins feldom quit the-
armoft recefles of their impenetrable woods more than once
in two or three years. T'he natives think it portends a

ood winter ; that is, a great quantity of {now, and con-
fequently good fport.

T'he animal wﬁkh the ancients called lynx, known ina
Siberia by the name of the ounce, is only called the wild-
cat in Canada, where it is fmaller than in our hemifphere.
T'his animal, to whom vulgar error would not have attris
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buted very piercing eyes, if he were not endowed with
the faculty of fecing, hearing, and fmelling, at a diftance,
lives upon what game he can’catch, which he purfues to
the very tops of the tallet trees. His “flefh is known to
be very white and well flavoured ; but he is hunted chiefly
for the fake of his fkin; the hair of which is very long,
and of a fine light grey, but lefs eflcemed than that of
the fosx. .

This carnivorous and mifchievous animal is a native of
the frozen climates, where nature, affording few vegetables,
feems to compel all animals to eat one another. In warmer
climates he has loft much of his original beauty, and his
fur is not fo fine. In the north, it has-remained ron , foft,
and full, fometimes white, fometimes brown, and often red
or fandy. The fineft of any is that which is black ; but
this is more fcarce in Canada then in Mufcovy, which lies
further north, and is not fo damp. :

Befide thefe fmaller furs, North America fupplies us
with fkins of the flag, the deer, and the roebuck ; of the
mooze-deer, called there caribou; and of the elk, which
is called orignal. Thefe two laft kinds, which in our
hemifphere are only found towards the polar circle, the elk
on this fide, and the mooze-deer beyond, are to be met
with in America in more fouthern latitudes. This may be
owing. to the cold being more intenfe in Aierica, from
ﬁng’:l?ar caufes, which make an exception to the encfal
law of nature; or it may poffibly arife from thefe frefh
lands being lefs frequented by deftru@ive man. Their
ftrong, fofr, and warm, (kins, make excellent garments,
which are very light.  All thefe animals are hunted by the
Europeans ; but the favages have referved the chafe of the,
bear to themfelves, it being their favourite fport, and beft
adaptdd to their warlike manvers, their ftrength, and their
bravery, and efpecially to their wants. )

In a cold and fevere climate, the bear is moft commonly
black. As he is rather fhy than fierce, inftead of a cavern,
he choofes for his lurking-place the hollow rotten trunk of
an old tree. There he fixes himfelf in winter, as high ag
he can climb. As he is very fat at the end of autumn,
very much covered with hair, takes no exercife, and is al~
moft always afleep, he muft lofe but little by perfpiration,
and confequently muft fcldom want to go abroad in queit
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of food.  But he s forced out of his retreat by its being
fet fire to; and as foon as he attempts to come down, he
falls uader a. fhower of ,arrows before he can reach the
ground.  Fhe lodians feed upon his flefth, rub themfelves
with his greafe, and clothe themfelves with. his tkin. Such
was the E n of their purfuit after the bear, when a new
intereft dire&ted them tawards the beaver, :

Turs animal poffefles all the friendly Figure of the ..
difpofitions fit for fociety, without being deavers. Their
fubje&, as we are, to the vices or mis- difpofition, and .
fortunes attendant upon it.  Formed by form of govern-
nature for focial life, he is endowed with mens.
an inftin& adapted to the prefervation
and propagation of his fpecies. This animal, whafe
tender plaintive accents, and whofe.ftriking example, draw
tears okpadmiration and pity from the humane philofopher,
‘who contemplates his life and manners ; this harmlefs an:-
mal, who never hurts any living creature, neither carnis
vorous nor fanguinary, is become the objeét of man’s moit
carneft purfuit, and the one which the favages hunt after
with the greateft eagernefs and crucltty: a circumitance
owing to t unmerci%ul rapacioufnefs of the moft-polithed
rations of Europe. : } .

The beaver is about three or four feet long, but his
wei%ht amounts to forty or fixty pounds, which is the
confequence of the largenefs of his mufcles. His head,
which he carries downwards, is like that of a rat, and his
back raifed in an arch above it like that of a moufe. Lu-
cretius has obferved, not that man has hands given him to
make ufe of them, but that he had hands given him, and
has made ufe of them. 'Thus the beaver has webs at his
hinder feet, and he fwims with them. The: toes of his
fore feet are {eparate, and anfwer the purpofe of hands ;
the tail, which is flat, oval, and covered with fcales, he
ufcs to carry loads and to work with; he has four fharp
incifors or cutting-teeth, which ferve him inftead of car-
penter’s tools.  All thefe inftruments, which are in a man-
ner ufelefs while he lives alone, and do not then diftinguith
him from other arimals, are of infinite fervice when he lives
in fociety, and esable him to difplay a degree of ingenuity
fuperior to all inftin&..
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Without ynﬂ"wns, without a defire of doing injury to
eny, and withoot eraft, when he does not live in fociety,
¥e {carcely ventures to defend himfelf. TFé never bites
unlefs he be canght. But in the foeial Rate; in Yiew of
weapons, he has a variety of contrivances te fecure himfelf
without fighting, and to lve without committing or fuffer-
ing any injury. This peaceable and even tame animal is
neverthelefs independent : he is a flave to none, becaufe all
his wants are fupplied by himfelf: he enters into fociety,
but will not ferve, nor does he pretend to command: and
all his labours are directed by a filent inftin&.

It is the eommon want of {ubfiftence and propagation:
that calls the beavers home, and collets them together.in
fummer to build their towns againft winter. s early
w8 Junc or July, they come in from all quarters, and af-
femble, to the number of two or three hundred ; but always
by the water fide, becaufe thefe republicans are to live on
the water, to fecure themfelves from invafion. Sometimes.
they give the preference to &ill lakes in unfrequented dif-
triéts, becaufe there the waters are always at an equal
height.  When they find no pools of ftanding water, they
make one in thé mdR of rivers or fireams, by means of a
caufeway of dam. The very plan of this contrivanee im~
plies fuch a complication of 1deas, as our fhortefighted rea-
{on would be apt to think above any capacity but that of
an intelligént being. The firk thing to be evected is a pile
a hundred feet long, and twelve feet thick at the bafis,
which fhelves away to two or three feet in a flope anfwer-
able to the depth of the waters. To fave work, or to
facilitate their labour, they choofe the fhalloweft part of
the river. If they find a large tree by the water-fide, they
fell it, fo that it falls acrofs the fircam. If it fhould be
Jarger in circumference than & man’ body, they faw it
through,  or rather gnaw the foot with their four fharp
teeth.” The branches are foon lopped off by thefe induf-
trious workmen, who want to fafhron it imto a beam. A
numher of {maller trees are felled and prepared for the
intended pile. Some drag thefe trees to the river fide,
others fwim over with them to the place where the caufe-
way is to be raifed. But the queftion is, how thefe ani.
maf; are to fink theth in the water with the affiftence only
of their teeth, tail, and feet: their contrivance 4¢s this.
With their nails they dig a hole in the ground, or at the,
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bottona of the water. With their teeth they reft the large .
end of the ftake againft the bank of the river, or-againft
the great beam-that lies.acrofs.  With their feet they raile
the flake, and fink- it with the fharp end downwards into
the hole, where it ftands upright. With- their tails they
make mortar, with which they. fill up all the vacancies be-
tween the ftakes, which are bound together with twifted
boughe ; and thus the pile is conflrufted. The flope of
the dam is oppofite to the curveat, to break more effectyals
ly the force of the water by a gradual vefiftance, and the
flakes are driven in obliquely, in praportion to the inclina.
tion of the plane. The ftakes are planted perpendicularly
on the fide where the water is to fall; aud, in order to
open a drain which may leffen the effe@ of she flope and
weight of the caufeway, they make two or thvee openings
at the top of it, by which part of the waters of the river
may run off, :

When this work is finithed by the whale body of the re-
public, every member confiders of a lodging. for himfelf,
Each company builds a hut in the water upon the pile.
'Thefe huts ave from four to ten feet in diameter, upon an
oval or round fpot. Some are two or three ftories high, -
attording to the number of families or houfeholds. FEach
hut contains at leaft two or three,. and fome ten or fifteen.
‘I'he walls,. whether high or low, are about two feet thick,
and are all arched at the top, and perfeétly neat and folid
both within and without. 'I'hey are varnifhed with a kind
of fuceo, impenetrable by the water and by the external.
air. Every apartment has two openings ; one on the land
fide, to enabie the beavers to go out and fetch provilions ;
the other on the fide next the ftream, to facilitate their ef-
cape at the approach of the enemy, that is, of man, the
deftzoyer of ciies and commenwealths. The window of
the houfe opeas to the water. - There they take the frefh-
air in the daytime; plunged into the riverup to their
middle. In winter it ferves to feace them againft the ice,
whiech colie@ls ta the chicknels of two or three feet. The
fhelf, intended to prevent the ice from- ftopping up this
window, rofts upon two fiakes that flope fo as to carry off
the water from the houfe, and leave an- outlet to efcape, or
to go aud {wim under the ice. The infide of the houfe
bas no other furaiture than a flooring (;f grafs,. corered.

5



154 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Buwk Xv.

with the boughis of the fir-tree. No filth of any kind is
ever feen in thefe apartments.

The materials for thefe buildings are always to be found
in their neighbourhoed. Thefe are aldess, poplars, and
other trees, delighting in watery places, as thefe republi-
cans do who build their apartments of them. Thefe citi-
zens have the fatisfaltion, at the fame time that they fathion
the wood, to naurith themfelves with it. Like certain fa-
vages of the frozen ocean, they eat the bark. The favages,
indeed, do not like it till it'is dried, pounded, and pro-
perly drefled ; whereas the Leavers chew it, and fuck it
when it is quite green.

- Provifions of bark and tender twigs are laid up in fepa-
rate florehoufes, for every hut, propertionable to the num-
ber of its inhabitants. Every beaver knows his own ftore-
houfe, and not one of them fteals from that of bis neigh-
beur.  Each party live in their own habitation, and are
contented with it, though jealous of the property they have
acquired in it by their labour. The provifions of the com=
munity are colleCted and txpended without any conteft.
They are fatisfied with that fimple food which their labour
prepares for them. The only paffion they have, is that of
conjugal affeétion, the bafis and end of which is the increale
of their fpecies. ’ o
. Two of thefe animals matched together, and united by
inclination and reciprocal choice, after bcing acquainted
with each other by being mutually employed 1n the public
labours during the fummer months, agree to pafs the win-
ter together. They prepare for this by the flock of pro-
vifions they lay up in September. 'The happy couple re-
tire into their hut in the autumnal feafon, which is not lefs
favourable to love than the fpring. If the feafon of flowers
invite the birds of the fky to propagate in the woods, the
feafon of fruits, perhaps, excites the inhabitants of the
earth as powerfully to the re.production of their fpecies.
The winter at leaft gives leifure for amerous purfuits, and
in this circumftance compenfates the advantages of other
feafons. 'The couple then never quit each other.® Their
whole time is confecrated to love; from which neither la-
" bour nor any other objeét can divert them. The females
conceive, and bear the endearing pledges of this univerfal
paffion of nature. If fome funfhiny day fhould chance to
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ealiven this melancholy feafon, the happy couple go out
of their hut,. to walk on the borders of the lake or. the
river,. there. to eat. fome frefh bark, and to breathe the fa-
lutary exhalations of the earth. Towards the end of win-
ter, however, the mothers bring forth their young ones,
.which have been conceived in autumn ; and while the father
ranges all the woods, allured by the fweets of the fpring,
leaving to his little family the room he took up in his nar-
row cell, the mother fuckles and nurfes them, to the num-
ber of two or three; then fhe takes them out along with
her in her excurfions, in fearch of cray and other fith, and

reen bark, to recruit her own ftrength, and to feed them,,
till the feafon of labour returns. -

Thus doth this republic live in focieties, which. might
diftantly be compared to a large Carthufian convent. J%ut
they have only the appearance of it ; and if happinefs may
be R;id to dwell in thefe two forts of communities, it muit
be acknowledged that it is by very oppofite means ; fince, .
in the former, happinefs confifts in following nature ; while
in the latter, it confifts in thwarting and- deftroying her.
But man, in his folly, thinks he has found out the path
of wifdom. A number of perfons live together in a Eind
of fociety, which precludes for ever all intercourfe between
the two fexes. The men and the women are placed in dil-
tin& cells, where, to make them happy, nothing. more
would be required than that they fhould live togcther. .
There they confume their beft days, in ftifling, or1n exe- -
crating the propenfity that attracts them to . each other, .
even through the prifons and grates of iron, which have
been raifed to prevent them from.indulging every tender
and innoceat. emotion of the. heart. Can any thing be
more injurious, as well as inhuman, .than thefe gloomy and
ferocious inftitutions, which deprive man of his nature, 4nd
render him ftupid and filly, under pretence of making him
fimilar to angels?” God of Nature! It is at thy tribunal
that we.muft appeal againft.all thofe laws which injure the
molt beautiful among thy works, by condemning them to a
Rtate.of ferility, contrary to thine own inflitutions! For
ast thou not a truly plallic and fruitful Being; thou who
hath created man from, nothing, and taken him out of
chaos ; thou, who doth continually caufe life to be renew-
ed even from death itfelf? Whois it tl(:;t beft fings forth.
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thy prailes : the folitary being who difturbs the filence of
the dight to celebrate thee among the tombs, or the hap-
pz people who gletify thee, in perpgtuating the wonders
of thy works? : .

Such s the fyftem of the republican, indufitiouns, intel-
Tigent, beaver, fkilled in architeQure, provident and fyfte-
mratical in its plans of police and fociety, whole gmle and
inftruftive manners we have been defcribing, Happy, #f
his coat did not tempt mercilefs and favage man’ to deftro
his buildings and his race. It has frequently happened,
when the Americans have demoliftred the fettlements of the
beavers, that thofe indefatigable animals have had the refo~
lution to rebuild them in the very fame fituation for feveral
fummers fucceffively. The winter is the time for attacking
them. Experience then warns them of their danger. At
the approach of the huntfmen, onc of them ftrikes a hard
Rroke with his.tail upon the water : this fignal fpreadsa
general alarm threvghout all the huts of the common-
wealth, and every one tries to fave himfelf under the ice.
But it is very difficult to efeape all the fnarcs that are laid
for this harmlefs tribe.

Sometimes the huntfmen lie in wait for them: but as
thefe animals fee and hear at a great diftance, it feldom
happens that they are fhot by the water fide; and they
never venture fo far upon land as to be cavght by furprife.
If the beaver be wounded before he takes to the water, he
has always time enough to phange in; and, if he dies af-
terwards, he is loft, becanfe he finks, and never rifes again.

A more certain way of catching beavers s, by laying
traps in the woofls, where they eat the tender bark of
young trees. Thefe mg,se are baited with frefh Rips of
wood : and as foon as the beavers touch them, a gyent
weight falls, and cruthes their loms. The man, who is
concealed near the place, haftens to R, Ieiges the animdd,
and having killed it, carries it off.

There are other methods more commanly and {uccefsfule
ly pratifed. The hurs are forvetimes sttacked, in or-
der to drive out the mhabitants, whe are watched at the

es of the holes that have been bored in the ice, where
vhey cannot avoid cotwing to tekeinfrefh air.  The inftant
they appear, they are . At ether times, the animal,
driven.out of his retreat, is entangled in the nets, fpread
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for fome toifes round his hut, the ice being broken for that
purpofe. 1f the whole colony is to be taken at once, inx
ftead of breaking down.the fluices to drown the inhahitants,
a fcheme that might, perhaps, be tried with effe& in Hol-
Jand, the caufeway is opened, in order to dram off the wa-
ter from the pool where the beavers livee. When they are
thus left dry, defencelefs, and unable to efcape, they may
be caught at pleafure, and deftroyed at any time ; but care
1s always taken to leave a {ufficicnt namber of males and
females to preferve the breed ; an a& of generolity which
in reality proceeds omly from avarice. The cruel forefight
of man only fpares a few, in order to have the more to de-
ftroy. The beaver, whofe phintive cry feems to implore
his clemency and pity, finds in the favage, rendered croel
by the Europeans, only an implacable enemy, whofe en-
terprifes are undertaken, not fo much te fupply his own
waits, as to furntth fuperfluities to anether world.
1f we compare the manners, the pdlice, and the induficy,
of the beavers, with the wandering life of the favages of
Canada, we fhall be iackined to admit, making allawasce
for the fuperiority of man’s faculties above thofe of animals,
that the beaver was mmch further advanced in the arts of
focial life than his purfuer, when the Europeans firlt
brought their talents and improvements to North America.
The beaver, an older inhabitant of that world than man,
and the quiet poffeflor of regions fo well adapted to his
fpecies, had employed that tranquillity he had enjoyed for
many ages, in the improvement of his facultics. In our
hemmiphere, man has feized vpon the molt wholefome and
fertile regions, and has driven out or fubdued all other ani-
male. I?:he bee and the ant have preferwed their {aws and
t from the jealous and defrutive dominion of
tyrant mem, it has been owing to the fmalinefs of their fige.
1t is thus we fee fome republics in Europe, without fplen-
dour or frength, maintain Shemlelves by their very weak-
wefs, in the midft of vak mongrchies, which muft fooner
ox later fwallow them J‘ Buat the focial quadrupeds, ba-
nithed into uminhabited chimates, uefit for theiy increafe,
have been unconneted in all places, incapable of uniting
imo a community, or of i:nrroving their natural fagacity ;
while man, who has reduced them to that yrcoarious Bate,
exults in their degradation, and {ets a high vaine on that



158 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE BookX¥.

fuperior nature, and thofe rational powers, which. contli-
tute a perpetual diftinion between his fpecies- and all'
others. . N

Brutes, we are told, bring nothing to perfeion : their
operations, therefore, can only be mechaunical, and do not.
imply any principle fimilar to that which aGuates man.
Without examining in. what perfeftion confifts ; whether
the mott civilized being be in reality the mott perfect;
whether he does not lofe in the property of his perfon what
he acquires in the property of things; or, whether what is
added to his enjoyments is not fo much fubtra&ed from
hig duration : it muft be ‘acknowledged,. that the beaver,
which in Europe is a wandering, folitary, timorous, and.
ftupid, animal, was in Canada aequainted with civil and do-
meftic government, knew how to diftingnith the proper
feafons ﬁ)r labour and reft, was acquainted with fome rules.
of archite@ure, and with the curious and learned art of
conftruéting dikes ; yet he had attained to this degree of
improvement with feeble and imperfe@ tools. He can
hardly fee the work he performs with his tail. His teeth,
which anf{wer the purpofes of a variety of tools,. are circu-
lar, and confined by the lips. Man, on the contrary, with
hands fit for every purpole, hath in this fingle organ of the
touch all the combined powers of ftrength and dexterity.
Is it not to this-advantage of organization, that he owes:
the fuperiority of his fpecies above all others?. It.is not
becaulfe his eyes are turned toward heaven, as thofe of all
birds.are, that he is the lord of the creation-; it is becaule
he is provided with hands, capable of every exertion, and of
adapting themfelves to every. fpecies of. induftry ; hands,
ever ready to firike terror inte his enemies, to defend or to |
affitt him. His hand is his fceptre, that-arm which he lifts
up to heaven, to find out, as it were, his origin; he, at
the fame time, marks his dominion with it over the earth,
by deftroying and ravagiog. the face of the globe. The
fureft fign of the population of mankind is the depopulation .
of other fpecies. That of the heavers gradually decreafes
and difappears in Canada, fince the Europeans have been
in queft of their fkins. )

Their fkins vary with the climate, both in colour and
quality. In the fame diftri®%, however, where the colo-
nies of civilized beavers are found, there are fome that ace -
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wild and folitary. - Thefe animals, who are faid to be ex-
pelled the fociety- for their ill ‘behaviour, live in a fubter-
raneous retreat, and. have neither lodging nor forehoufe.
They are called earth beavers.. Their coat is dirty, and
the hair on their backs i8 worn-off by rubbing againft the
cave which they dig for their habitation. The hole the
make, and which commonly opens into fome pond or ditc
full of water, fometimes extends above a hundred feet in
length, and rifes gradually in a flope, to facilitate their ef-
cape from inundations when the waters {well. Some of
thefe beavers are fo wild as to difclaim all communication
with their natural element, and live entirely on land. In
this they refemble orr otters in Europe. .Thefe wild bea.-
vers have not fuch fleck hair as thofe that live in focieties ;
their furs are anfwerable to their manners.

Beavers are found in America from the thirtieth to the
fixtieth degree of north latitude. There are but few to-
wards the fouth’; but they increafe in. number, and grow
darker, as we advanee towards the north. In the country.
of the Illinois, they are yellow and ftraw-coloured ; high-
er up in the country, they are of alight ehefnut; to the
north of Canada, of a dark chefnut; and fome are found
that are quite. black, and thefe are reckoned the fineft.
Yet, in this climate, the coldeft that is inhabited by this
fpecies, fome among the black tribes are quite white ;
others white, fpeckled with grey, and fometimes with
fandy fpots en the rump; fo much does nature delight in
fthewing the gradations of warmth and cold, and their va-
rious influences, not only on - the figure, but on the very
eovering of animals. The value that is fet upon them de-
Eends upon the colour of their fkins. Some of them are [o

ittle in efteem, that it is not thought worth while to kill
them ; but thefe are not commonly found.

Tue fur'trade was the fjrfit which the Jn what places,
Europeans carried on in Canada. It was and inwhat
begun by the French colony at Tadoufac, manner, the fur
a port fituated thirty leagues below Que-  trade was car- .
bec. About the year 1640, the town of ried on.

Les Trois Rivieres, at the diftance of <
twenty-five leagues above the capital, became a fecon
mart. In procefs of time, all the fur trade centered in
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Montreal. The fkins were brought thither oa canoes made-
of the bark of trecs in the montk of June. The number
of Endiang who reforted to that place increafed, as the
fame of the French fpreadfurther. The accoumt of there:-
ception they had met with, the fight of the things they:
had received in exchange for their goods, alf contributed:
to increafe this traffic. Whenever they retusned: with a:
frefh fupply of furs, they always brought = new natiom
along with them. Thpsa kind of far was ned, to-
which the feveral tribes of that vaft continent reloeted. -

The Englith grew jealous af this branch of wealth ; and:
the colony they had: founded at New* York foon found
means to divert the fiream of this. great circulation. As
foon as they had fecured a fubfiftence, by beftowing their
firt attention upoa agriculture, they began te think of the
fur trade, which was at firft confined to the country of the
Iroquois. The five natiors of that mame would not fuffer
their lands to bg traverfed, in order ta-give an epportunity
of treating with other favage natioos, who werve at conftant
enmsity with them ; nor would they allow thofe nations to
cothe upon theiv territories, to thare in competiticn with
them the profits .of the trade they had opesed with the Eu.
ropeans. But time having extinguithed, or rather fufpend.
ed, the mational hoftilities between the Indians, the Eng.
lith fpread themfelves over the country, and the favages
flacked to them from all quarters. This sation had infi-
nite advamages to give them the prefercnce to thew rivals
the French. Theirvoyages were casried on with greater
facility, and confequently they could afford to underfel
them, They were the only manufafluvers of the coarfe.
elothe ¢hat were moft faitable to the favages.. The beaver
trade was free among thome s whereas, among the French,
it was, and ever has becy, fubjeét to the tyranny of mone.
poly. It was by this freedom, and thefe privileges, that
they eagroffed mof of the #rade that rendebed Mantreal (o
famous. - : ' :

At shis time the Frengh in Canada indulged themfalyes
move freely in a cultom, whieh at firfk bad been confiacd
within nawress bownds. Their inslinatien for frequenting
the woods, which was that of the &irlk colonifts, had been
wifely refirained within the limits of the.tomitory belonging
ta the colony. Pevmifion was, however, granted every
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to twenty-five perfons fo go be thefe Kmits, in
z:da:r to tradeywitb l:hc Indiang.0 'Imuperimity witich
New York was acquiring,” was the cavfe of increafing the
number of thefe permifiions. ‘They were a kind of patenta,
which the pateutees might make vfe of either in perfon or by
proxy, and continucd a year or more. The produce of the
{ale of thefe patents wasaffigned, by the §o«rnor of the co-
lony, to the officers, or their widows and chilgren, to hof-
pitals and miffionaries, to fuch as had diftinguithed them-
{clves by fume great ation, or fome ufcful undertakingy
and fometimes even to the creatures of the governor, whe
fold the patente himielf. The money he did not give away,
or did not choofe ta%eep, was put into the public coffers;
bg_t he was not accountable to any one for the management
of &,

This cuftom was attended with fatal confequences.
Many of thefe traders fettled among the Indians, to defraud
their partners, whofe goods they had difpofed of. A
greater namber fettled among the Englifh, where the pro-
fits were greater.  The immenfe lakes, frequently agitated
with violent ftorms; the cafcades, which render navigation
fo dangerous np the broadeft rivers in the whole world
the weight of the eanoes, the provifions, and the bales of
goods, which they were forced to carry upon their fhould-
ers at the canying phaces, where the rpidity or fhellownefs
of the water obliged them to quit the rivers, and purfue
their journey by land, proved the defiruéltion of feveral
Kerfons. Some perifhed in the fnow and on the ice, by

unger, or by the fwerd of the enemy. 'Thofe who re-
turned to the colony with a profit of fix or fever hundred
per cent, were not always on that account more ufeful
members, as they gave themfelves up to the greateft ex-
ceffes, and by their example produced in othere a diflike to
attention and induftry. Their fortumes were diffipated as
fuddenly as they were amafled, like thofe moving moun«
tains which & whirlwind railes, and deftroys at once, on
the fandy plains of Africa. Moft of thefe travelling trad-
ers, exhaulted with the exceffive fatigues which their avarice
prompted them to undergo, and the hicentioufnefs of a wan.
dering and diffolute kfe, dragged on a premature old age
in indigence and infamy. The government took cogniz-
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ance of thefe irregularities, and changed the manner of car»
rying on the fur trade. . o .

The. French bad for a long time been inceffantly:ems
ployed inrerefting a number of forts, which were thoughe
neceflary for the prefervation and aggrandizement of their
fettlements in North America. Thole built on the weft
and fouth of the river St. Lawrence were large and ftrong,
and were intended to reftrain the ambition of the Engli‘i.
Thofe which were conftru€ted in the feveral lakes in the
moft important pofitions, formed a chain which extended
northward ta. the diftance of a thoufand leagues from Que-
bec ; but they were only miferable pallifades, intended to
keep the Indians in awe, to fecure their alliance, and the
produce of their chafe. There was 3 garrifon in each, more
or lefs numerous, according to the importance of the potft,
and of the enemies who threatened it. It was thought
proper to iotruft the commandang of each of thefe faita,
with the exclufive right of buying and felling in the whole
diftrict under his dominion. This privilege was putrchaf-
ed ; but as it wasalwayg advantageous, and fometimes was
the means of acquiring a confiderable fortune, it was only
Tn“d to officers that were moft in favour. If any of
thefe had not a flock fufficient for, the undertaking, he
could eafily prevail with fome monied men to join with
him. It was pretended that this fyftem, far from being
detrimental to the fervice, was a means of promoting it, as
it obliged the military men to keep up more conftant con-
neltions with the natives, to watch their motions,, and to.
negle& nothing that could fecure their friendfhip. It was
not forefeen, or at leaft pretended not ta be Fo, by any,
that {uch an arrangement muft neceffarily prevail over every
principle, except that of intereit, and would be a fource
of perpetual oppreflion. )

Thus tyranny, which faon became univerfal, was fevera-
ly felt at Frontenac, at Niagara, and at Toronto. The
farmers of thofe three forts, making an ill ufe of their ex-~
clufive privilege, fet fo low a value upon the merchandize
that was brought them, and rated their own fo high, that,
by degrees, thie Indians, inftead of {topping there, refort-
.ed in great numbers to Chouaguen, on the lake Ontaria,
where the Englith traded with them upon. more advantage-
ous terms. The French court, alazmed at the account
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of thefe: new conneétions, found means to weaken' them,
by taking the trade of thefe three pofts into their owa
hands, and treating the Indians ftill better than they were
treated by their rivals the Englifh. Y

In confequence of this ftep; the refufe of all thofe furs
that were not faleable became the fole property of the
king ; and all the fkins of thofe beafts that were killed in
fummer and autumn were readily given him ;-in‘a word,
all the moft ordinary furs, the thinneft, and moft ecafily
fpoiled, were referved for the king. All thefe damaged furs,
bought without examination, were carelefsly depofited in
warchoufes, and eaten up by the moths. - At the proper
feafon for fending them to Quebec, they were put into
boats, and left to the difcretion of foldiers, paflengers, and
watermen, who, having had no concern in thofe commodis
ties, did not talse the leaft care to keep them dry. When
they came into the hands of the managers of the colony,
they were fold for one half of the fmall value they had.
Thus the returns were rather lefs than the fums advanced
by the government in fuppott of this lofing trade.

But though this tracﬁ: was of no confequence to the
king, it'is (Lill a matter of doubt, if it were advantageous
to the Indians, though gold and Glver were not the dan.
gerous medium of their trafficc.  They received, indeed, in
exchange for their furs, faws, knives, hatchets, kettles,
fith-hooks, needles, thread, ordinary linen, and coarfe
woollen ftuffs ; all which may be confidered as the means
or pledges of intercourfe with them. But articlés were
likewife fold them that would have proved prejudicial to
them, even as a gift or a prefent ; fuch as guns, powder
and fhot, tobacco, and efpecially brandy. .

This liquor, the moft fatal prefent the Old World ever
made to the-New, was no fooner known to the favagcs,
than they grew paffionately fond of it. It was equally im-
poflible for them to abftain from it, or to ufe it with mo-
deration, It was foen obferved that it difturbed their do-
mettic peace, deprived them of their judgment, and made
them furious; and that it occafioned hufbands, wives,
children, brothers, and fifters, to abufe and quarrel with
one another, In vain did fome worthy Frenchmen expof-
tulate with them, and endeavour to make them athamed of
thele exceffes. It is you, anfwered they, who have taught



F2
164 HISTORY OF SETTORMUKRTSANDTRADE Bigk X P,

us 10 drink this liquor ; .and now we cammot do. withost .
Lf you refufe to give it us, we will apply to she Esnglith.
You have doae the mifchicf, and i admits not of. a »éx
medy.

The comt of France, upen reseiving: contrxdt@ory in-
formation with refpect to the diforders occufionsd by this
peroicions trade, hath alvernately prohibited, tolerated,
and authorifed,. it, sceording to the Nght in which it was
weprefented to the minitry, Netwithftanding okt thefe va-
rious alterations, the interefl of the merchants was nearly
the fame, The.fale of brandy was feldém dacreafed. It
was, however, confidered by judisious people as the prin-
cipal caufe of the diminution of the human race, - and con-
fequently that of the fkins of beafls ;.3 diminution which
beeame every day more evident, -

This dechne: of the fur trade. was. noe  yet {o ramackable
as it has been fince, when the promotion of the duke of
Anjou to the throne of Charles V fpread an akarm over
all Euvope, and plunged it bnee more.into the horrers of
a general war. The conflagration extended beyond the
{cas, angd was advancing even to Canada, had not the Xro-
qugiz put a flop te it. ~ The Englith and Freach had long
been contending to fecure an allisaee with that nation.
Thefe marks otg efteem or fear had fo far increafed their
ratural pride, that-they coafidared themfelves as the um-
pires of the two rival nations, and pretended that the eons
dut of both was to be regulated by their intereft. As-
they were inclined to peace at that time, they kaughtily de-
clared that they would take up arms againfl eitherof the
two nations, which fhogld commence hotilities againdt the
other, This refolution was favourable te the fituation of
the French colony, which was il prepared for & war, and
expeéted no affiftance from the mother countyys  Fhe peos
ple of New Yeik, on she eontrary, whobe forces wereale
ready cenfiderable, aud.received daily reinforcements, wifh.
ed to prevail upon the broquois to jein with them, TPheir
infinuations, prelents, and. negociations, were, however,
ineffecunal till 1709 ; at which period they fucceeded im fo-
duging four of the five nations j and their troops, which tilk
ther had remained inadtive, marched out, fupported by
grreat number of ladian warriors,

The army was confidently advancing towards the centre
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of Canada with she greateft probobitity of fuccefs, when
one of the.chiefs of tge Trequois, who had never spproved
oé their proceesiogs, plainly faid to his people, ¢ what
« will beeome of ug,.3f we fhold fucceed io driving away
« the French ¥ Thefe £few words, utiered with a myl-
terious and wexiousddok, imniedintely recalled to the minds
of all the .peaple -their former fylters, which was to keep
the balanee even between the two foreign netions, in order
to {fecure theirown independan¢e. They taftantly refolv-

‘£d to relinguith o defign they had beentou.presipitately en-

geged in, contrary.to the tpnblic interelt ; but as they
thoughs it -swould -be -hametal -openly to defert their affo-
ciates, they ioagined that feetsreachery might ferve the
purpefe of open defedtion. “The lawlefs favages, the vir-
tyous Spartans, «the religions Hebrews, the wile and war-
like :Greeks and ‘Romans 5 -all peaple, -whether civilized or
not, have always made what is called the right.of nations
confilt either in craft or violenge, '

‘The army ‘had halted on .the -banks of a little river to
wait for the artillery and ammunition, © The Irequois, who
{pent their leifure hours in hynting, flayed all the beails

-they caught, and threw -their fkins into the river, a little

gbove the camp, The waters were {oon infedted. The
‘Englifb, -who had-not any fufpicion of fuch sa inftance of
treachery, continued nnt?c,munatt}y 40 drink of the waters
that -were -thus rendered poifonous; in confequence of
which, fuch confiderable numbers of them immediately
died, that it-became neceflary to fufpend the military ope-
ratons. .

A ftill more imminent danger threatened the French co-
lany. A numerous fexs,- deftined again Quebee, and
which had five or fix thoufead troops en-board, entered the
river 8t. Lawrence the follewing year, and would probably
have {ucceeded, had it ruached the place of its deftinasion.
But the rathnefs of the admiral, joined to the violence of
the elements, was the caufe of its being loft in the paflage.
Thus was Canada at once delivered fram its fears hath by
fea and land, and had the glory of maintaining itfelf, with~
out fuccoure and without lofs, againft the firength and po~
licy of the Englith. ' :
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Franceis com- France, in the meantime, which for
pelled to cede forty years had fingly withflood the com-
partof the pro=  bined efforts of all Europe, vanquithed or
vinces that were  repulled all the nations united againft her,
united to Cana-  gained that point under Lewis XIV,
da. which Charles V had mot been able to do
' «awith the innumerable troops of his feveral
kingdoms ; France, which had'at that period produced as
many great men as would have rendered immortal a feries
of twenty reigns, and under one in particular had fignal-
ized herfelf by as many great a&ions as might have raifed
the glory of twenty different nations, was then upon the
point of crowning all her Plorious {fuccefles by placing a
branch of the houfe of Bourbon on the throne of Spain.
She had then fewer enemies, and a greater number of al-
lies, than fhe ever had in the moft brilliant Pcriods of her
profperity. Every thing concurred to promife her an ealy
fuccefs, a fpeedy and decifive fuperiority. :

It was not fortune, but nature itlelf, that changed her
deftiny. Proud and flourifhing under a king endowed with
the graces and vigour of youth, after having rifen with
him through the {everal degrees of glory and grandeur, fhe
fank with him through all the periods of decay incident to
human nature. The fpirit of bigotry, which had been in-
troduced into the court by an ambitious woman, determin-
ed the choice of minifters, generals, and governors; and
this choice was always blind and unfortunate.. Kings, who,
like other men, have recourfe to heaven when they are
ready to quit the earth, feem in their old aﬁe td feek for a
new fet of flatterers, who footh them with hopes,.at the
time when all realities are difappearing. It is at. this time
that hypocrify, always ready to avail itfelf of the firft and
fecond childhood of life, awakens in the mind of princes
‘the ideas that had been early implanted in it ; and, under
pretence of guiding him to the only happinefs that remains
for him, affumes an abfolute empire over his will. But as
this laft age, as well as the firft, is a ftate of weaknefs, a
continual fluétuation muft, therefore, prevail in the go-
vernment. Cabals grow more violent and more powerful
than cver ; the expeations of intri%uing men are raifed,
and merit is lefs rewarded ; men of fuperior talents are
afraid to make themfelves known ; folicitations of every kind
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are multiplied ; places are calually beftowed upon men all
equally unfit to fill them, and yet prefumptuous enough to
think they deferve them ; men who rate the eftimation of
themfelves by the contempt they entertain for others. The
nation then lofes its firength with its confidence, and every
thing is carried on with the fame fpirit it was undertaken ;
that is, without defign, vigour, or prudence.

To raife a country from a ftate of barbarifm, to main<
tain it in the height of its glory, and to check the rapidity
of its decline, are three obje@s very difficult to accomplifh 3
but the laft is certainly the moft arduous tafk of them all.
A nation rifes out-of ‘barbarifm by fudden efforts exerted
at intervals; it fupports itfelf at the fummit of its profpe-
rity by the powers it has acquired ; it declines in confe-
quence-of an uitiverfal languor, which has been brought on
by almoft imperceptible gradations. Barbarous nations fe-
quire a long-continued reign ; but fhort reigns are beft cal-
culated to maintain a ftate in its profperity. But the lon
dotage .of a declining monarch lays the foundation of eviFs
for his fucceflor, which it is almoft impoffible to remedy.

Such was the latter part of the reign of Lewis XIV.
After a feries-of defeats and mortifications, he was fill
happy:that he could purchafe peace by facrifices which
made his humiliation evident. But he feemed to with o
conceal thefe facrifices from his people, by making them
chiefly beyond fea. It is eafy to judge ﬁow much his
pride muft have {uffered, in giving up to the Englith, Hud-
fons bay, Newfoundland, -and Acadia, three poflcflions,
which, together with Canada, formed that immenfe tra&
of country known by the glorious name of New France.
We fhall fee in the next book by what means this power,
accuftomed to couqueft, endeavoured to repdir its log'cs.
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BOOK XVL

ANEW ORDER DF¥ THINGBIS E6ETABLISHED IN THE FRENCH
* COLONIES IN NOARTH AMERICA. RESULT OF THESE AR-
RANGBMENTS,

HE war carricd oa for the Spaaifh {ucceflion had raif-

ed a ferment in the four quartersof the world, which

for the two laft centuries have felt the effeGs of that reft.
lefs fpirit with which Kurope hath been agitated. AH
kingdoms were fhaken by the contefls excited on acconnt
of one, which, under the dominion of Charles V, had
ftricken terror into them ald. The influcoce of 8 houfe whofe
fovereignty extended aver five or fix fates, had raifed the
Spanifh nation to a pitch ef greatnefs which could not but
be extremely flattering to her. At the fame time amother
houfe, whofe power was Rill fuperior, becanfe with a lefs
extent of terntory it had a greatzrdt%:e of population,
was ambitions of giving the law to that haughty natien,
The names of Auftria and Bourbon, which had been rivals
for two humdred years, were new -exerting their laft efforts
to acquire a fuperiority, which fhould na longer be cons
fidered as precarious or deubtful between them. The
point of conteft was, which fhould have the greateft num-
ber of crowns, to baall the pofleflion ef. Enrope, divid-
ed between the claims of the two boufes, which were nat al.
together groundlefs, was inclined to allow them te extend
their branches, but would wet permit that feveral crowns
fhould centre in one houfe, as they formerly did. Every
power took up arms to difperfe or divide a vaft inberitance;
and refolved to difmember it, rather than fuffer it to be
attached to one, which, with this additional weight of
ftrength, muft infallibly deftroy the balance of all the reft.
As the war was fupported by each party with numerous
forces and great fkill, with warlike people and experienced
generals, it continued a long time: it defolated the coun-
tries it fhould have fuccoured, and even ruined nations that
had no concern in it.  Viétory, which fhould have deter-
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mined the conteft, was fo variable, that it [lerved only to
increafe the general flame. The fame troops that were
fuccefsful in one country were defeated in another. The
people who conquered by fea were routed on land. The
news of the lofs of a flect and the gaining of a battle arrived
at the fame time. Succefs alternately favoured each party,
and by this inconftancy ferved only to complete the mutual
_deltrudtion of both. At length; when the blood and trea.
{ure of the feveral ftates were exhaufted, and after a feries
of calamities and expences that had lafted twelve years, th;
people who had profited by their misfortunes, and were
weakened by their contefts, were anxious of recovering the
loffes they had fuftained. They endeavoured to find in the
New World, the means of peopling and re-eftablithing the
Old. - France firft turned her views towards North Ames
rica, to which. fhe was invited by the fimilarity of foil and
climate, and the ifland of Cape-Breton became immediate-
ly the obje&t of her attention. . ‘

Tue Englith confidered this poffefion  The French, to
as an equivalent for all the French had srecover their
loft by the treaty of Utrecht; and not former loffes,
being entirely reconciled to them, ftrong. people and forti-
ly oppofed their being allowed to people fy Cape- Breton,
and fortify it. They faw no other me- &
thod of excluding them from the cod fifhery, and making
the entrance into Canada difficult for their fhips. The
moderation of Queen Anne, or, perhaps, the corruption
of her minifters, prevented France from being expofed to
this frefh mortification :and fhe was authorifed to make
what alterations the thought proper at Cape-Breton.

This ifland is fituated at the entrance of the gulf of St.
Lawrence, between the 45th and 47th degrees of north lati-
tude. Newfoundland lies to the -eaft, ‘on the fame gulf,
and is only 15 or 16 leagues diftant from it; and to the
weit, Acadia is only feparated from the ifland by a ftrait
not more than three or four leagues over. Cape-Breton,
thus fituated between the territaries ceded to its enemies,
threatened their poffeflions, while it prote@ed thofe of
France. The ifland meafures about 36 leagues in -length,
and 22 inits greateft breadth. It is {urrounded with little

* fharp pointed rocks, feparated from each other by the

Vo, V. : } H
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~waves, abeve which fome of their tops are vifible, All its
< harbours open to the eaft, turning towards the fouth. On
the other parts -of the coalt there are but a few anchoring-
places for {mall veffels, in creeks, or between ilets, Ex.
cept in the hilly parts, the furface of the country has but
-little folidity, being everywhere covered with a light mofs
and with water. The- dampnefs of the foil is exhaled in
b?’ without rendering the air unwholefome, In other
vefpefls, the climate is very cold, which is owing either to
the prodigious quantity of lakes, which cover abeve half the
ifland, and remain frozen a long time, or to the number of
:forefts, that totally intercept the rays of the. fun, the ef-
- feft of which is befides decreafed by perpetual clouds.
Though fome fithermen had long reforted to Cape-Breton
-every fummer, not -morc than twenty or thirty had ever
i fixed there. The Freach, who took pofleffion of it in
Audgutt 1713, were properly the firlt inhabitants. They
- changed its name into that of - Ifle Royale, and fixed upon
Fort Dauphin for their principal fettlement. This harbour
~wras two leagues in circumference. The fhips, which came
to the very fhore, were completely fheltered from winds.
Forefts affording oak fufficient to build and fortify a large
- city,’ were near. at hand ; the ground appeared lefs barren
than in other parts; and the filhery was more plentiful.
This harbour might have been made impregnable at a trif-
ling expence 5 but the difficulty of approaching it (a cir-
- cumftance that had at firft made a ftronger impreflion than
. the advantages refulting from it), occafioned it to be aban-
doned after great labour had been beftowed upon it. The
. French then turned their views to Louifbourg, the accefs
to which was eafier, and convenience was thus preferred to
. fecurity.
{The harbour of Louifbourg, fituated on the eaftern coait
. of the ifland, is at lcaft a league in depth, and above a
-quarter of a league broad in_ the narroweft part. Its bot-
tom is good, the foundings are ufually from fix to ten fa-
thom, and it is eafy to tack about in it, either to fail in.or
out even in bad weather. It includes a fmall gulf, very
- commodious for refitting fhips of all fizes, which may even
winter there, with proper precautions. The only incon-
venience attending this excellent harbour is, that it is froz-
<o up from November till May, and frequently continucs’
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fo till June. “The entrance; which is naturally narrow, i
alfo guarded by Goat ifland ; the cannon of which play-
ing upon a level with the furface of the water, would fink
fhips of any fize, that fhould attempt to force the paffage.
Two batteries, one of thirty-fix, the other of twelve twen-
ty-four pounders, erefted on the two oppofite fhores,
would fupport and crofs this formidable fire. .

‘The town is built on a neck of land that runs into the
fea, and is about half a league in circuit. The ftreets are
broad and regular. Almoft all the houfes are made of
wood. Thofe that are of ftone were conftruéted at the
expence of government, and are deftined for the reception
of the troops. A number of wharfs have been ercéied,
that proje& a confiderable way into the harbour, and are -
extremely convenient for loading and unloading the fhips.

The fortification of Louifbourg was only begun in 1720.
This undertaking was executed upon very good plans, and
is fupplied with all the works that can render a place for-
midable. A {pace of about a hundred toifes only was left
without ramparts on the fide next the fea, which was
thought fufficiently defended by its fituation. It was clof-
<d only with a fimple dike. The fea was fo thallow in this
place, that it madea kind of narrow capal, inacceffible,
from the number of its rcefs, to any fhipping whatever.
The fire from the fide baftions completely fecured this fpot
‘from any attack. -

The neceflity of bringing flone from Europe, and other
materials proper for thc?e great works, fometimes retarded
their progrefs, but never .made them be difcontinued,
Thirty millions [ 1,250,000l.] were expended upon -them.
This was not thought too great a fum for the fupport of
the fitheries, for fecuring the communication between France
and Canada, and for obtaining a fecurity or retreat to fhips
in time of war coming from the fouthern-iflands. Nature
and found policy required that the riches of the fouth fhould
be prote€ied by the ftrength of the north. :

In the year 1714, the French fithermen, who till then
had lived in Newfoundland, arrived in this ifland. It was
expedied that their number would foon have been increafed
by the Acadians, who were at liberty, by the treaties, to

-remove with all their effeéls, and even to difpofe of their
“cftates. But thefe hopes were difappoi:ifled 3 the Acadians
i 2
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chofe rather to retain their pofleffions under the dominion

- of England, than'to give them up for any precarious ad-
vantage they might derive from their attachment o France,
Fheir place was fupplied by fome diftrefled adventurers
fram Europe, who came over from time to time to Cape-
Breton, and the inhabitants of the colony gradually in-
creafed to the number of four thoufand. They were fettled
at Louifbourg, Forc Dauphin, Port. Touloufe, Nericka,
_and on all the coafts, where they found a proper beach for
drying the cod. ’

‘The inhabitants never applied themfelves to agriculture,
the foil being unfit for it. They have often attempted to
fow corn, but it .feldom came to maturity; and when it
did thrive fo much as to be worth reaping, it had dege-
nerated fo confiderably, that it was not fit for feed for the
next harvell. They have only continued to plant a few
-pot-herbs that are tolerably well tafted, but the feed of
-which.muft be renewed every year. The poornefs and
fcarcity of paftures has likewife prevented tﬁc increafe of
cattle. In a word, the foil of Cape-Breton feemed calcu-
-lated to invite none but fifhermen and foldiers. ‘

Though the ifland was entirely covered with forefts be-
fore it was inhabited, its wood. has {carce ever been an ob-
je&t of trade, A great.quantity, however, of foft wood
was found there fit for firing, and fome that might be ufed
for timber ; but the vak has always been very {carce, and

the fir never yielded much refin. :

The peltry trade was a .very inconfiderable obje&t. ¥t
.confifted only in the fkins of a few lynxes, elks, mulk rats,
wild cats, bears, otters, and foxes, both of a red and filver
grey colour. Some of thefe were procured from a colony
.of Mickmac Indians, who had fettled-on the ifland with
.the French, and never.could raife more than fixty men able
.to bear arms. The reft came from St. John, or the
.neighbouring continent.

-Greater advantages might poffibly have been derived
from the. coal mines which abound in the ifland.  They lie
.in a horizontal dire€tion, and being no more - than fix or
.eight feet below the furface, may be worked without:dq
.ing deep, or draining off the waters, = Notwithftanding tii
;pradigions demand for this coal from New England, from
.the year 1745, tothe year 1749, thefe mines would, pro-
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bably, have been forfaken, had not the fhips which were
fent ‘out to the French iflands wanted ballaf. =~ .+ =

The whole induftry of the colony has conftantly been exs
erted in the cod fithery. The lefs wealthy inhabitants em-
ployed yearly two hundred boats in this fithery, and'the
richeft, fifty or fixty veflels from thirty to fifty tons hure,
then. The fmall craft always kept withi four or five leagues.
of the coaft, and returned at night with their fith, which,
being immediately cured, was always in the utmoft degree
of perfe&ion it was capable of. 'The larger fmacks went-
to lgﬂm fulther from fhore, kept their cargo for feveral days,
and as the cod was apt to be too falt, 1t*was lefs valuable.-
But this inconvenience was compenfated by the advantage
it gave them of purfuing the fih, when the want of food
compelled it to lcave the ifland ; and by the facility of car-,
wying, during the autumn, the produce of their labours to,
the fouthern iflands, or even to France. » )

" Befide the filhermen fettled on " the ifland, others came.
every year from France te dry their fifh, eitherin the ha-
bitations, in confequence of an agreement made with the,
owners, or upon the beach, which was always referved for.
their ufe.

The mother couhtry regularly fent them fhips laden with.
provifions, liquors, wearing apparel, houfehold goods, and
all things neceflary for the inhabitants of the colony. The,-
largeft of thefe thips having no other concern but this trade,
returned to,Europe as foon as they had bartered their lad-
ing for cod. Thofe from fifty to a hundred tons burthen,

- after having landed their little cargo, went a-fithing them-
felves, and did not return till the Eafon was over,

The people of Cape-Breton did not fend all their fith to
Europe. They fent part of it to the French fouthern iflands,
on-board twenty or twenty-five fhips, from feventy to a
hundred and forty tons burthen.” Befide the cod, which
made at leaft half their cargo, they exported to the other
colonies, timber, planks, thin odk boards, falted falmon
and mackarel, train oil, and fea coal. All thefe were
Fa}{_d for in {ugar and coffee, but chicfly in rum and mo-

ales, !

The ifland. could not confume all thefe commodities.
Canada took off but a fmall part of the overplus: it was
chiefly bought by the people of New Enﬂand, who gave

: "H 4
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in exchange fruits, vegetables, wood, brick, and cattle.
This trade of exchange was allowed; but a fmug’Fling
trad¢ was added to it, confifting of flour, and a confidere
able quantity of falt fith.

Notwithftanding this circulation, which was all carried
on at Louifbourg, moft of the colonies were extremely
goor. This was owing to the dependence their indigence
iad fubjefted them to on their firft arrival.  Unable to pro-
¢eure the neceffary implements for the fithery, they had bor-
rowed fome at an exceffive intereft. Even thofe who were
not at’ firft reduced to this neceflity, were foon xliged te
fibmit to the hard terms of borrowing. The deatnefs of
falt and provifions, together with the ill fuccefs of their
fithery, foon compelled them to it ; and they were inevite
ably ruined by being obliged to pay twenty or five-and.
twenty per cent. a-year for every thing they borrowed.

Such is, at évery inftant, the relative fituation of the in-
digent man, who folicits affiftance, and of the opulent ci-
tizen, who grants it only on terms fo hard, that they be-
gome, in a fhort time, fatal to the borrower and to the
éreditor ; to the borrower, becaufe the profit he reaps
from the fum borrowed cannot yield as muach as it hath
¢oft him; and to the creditory becaufe in the end he can
no longer be paid by a debtor, whom his ufury foon ren-
ders infolvent. Tt is a difficult matter to find out a remed
%0 this inconvenience ; for the lender mu# finally have his
fecurities, and it is neceffary that the intereft of the fum
lent fhould increafé in proportion to the rifk of the fecu-
rity.

)'i‘here is on both fides, an error of calculation, which a
Mitle juflice and benevolence on the part of the lender might
remedy. The lender fhould fay to himfelf : The unhappy
man who appli¢s to me is fkilful, laborious, and economi.
cal; I will affift him, in order to raife him from mifery.
Let us fee what his induftry, turning out to the beft ad-
vantage, will yield, and let us not lend to him j or, if we
fhould refolve to lend to him, let the intereft we require
upon the fum borrowed be lefs than the produce of his la-
bour. If the intereft and the produce were equal, the
debtor would always remain in a ftate of mifery ; and the
leaft unexpected accident would bring on his bankruptcy,
and the lofs of my capital. If, on the contrary, the pra-
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duce thould exceed the intereft, the fortune of the debtor
will be annually increafing, and confequently the fecurity.
of the capital I have intrufted to him will become greater.
But, unfortunately, a rapacious {pirit doth not argue ‘in
the fame manner as a {pirit of prudence and humanity.
There are fcarce any contra&s and leafes between the rich
aud the poor, to which thofe principles are not applicable.
If a man fhould with to be paid by his farmer, iz good as
well as bad feafons, he muft not rigoroufly exa& from him
all that his land can yield ; otherwife, if his barns fheull
be fet on fire, it is at the landlord’s expence that they are
confumed. A defire to profper alonc oftew malies profperity
efcape from us. Itis feldom that the profit of one man
can be totally feparated from that of another. A man will
always be the dupe bf him who knowingly promifes more
than he can perform; while the latter will be the dupe of
the former, fhould he be ignorant of the event. He wha
unites prudence with honefty, will neither deceive others
nor be deceived himfelf. .

Avrv the French colonies of New Seilemens of the
France were not from their firft eftablith-  French in the
ment deltined to fuch diftrels. The iflandofSt. Johna.
ifland of St. John, mote favourably fi- '
tuated, has been more favourable to its inhabitants. It
lies further up the gulf of St. Lawrence, is twenty-two -
leagues long, and not much above a league at its greateft
breadth, %t bends in the form of a erefcent, both ends
terminating in a fharp point. Though the right of this
ifland had never been difputed with France, yet fhe feemed
to pay no regard to it till the peace of Utrecht, The lofs
of Acadia and Newfoundland, drew their attention to this .
[mall remaining fpot, and the government began to inquire
what ufe could be made of it.

It appeared that the winters were long there, the cold
extreme, with abundance of fnow, and prodigious quanti-
ties of infe€ls ; but that thefe defeGls were compenfated by
a healthy coaft, a good fea-port, and commodious har-
bours. The country was flat, enriched with fine paftures,
watered by an infinite number of rivulets and fprings ; the
foil exceedingly diverfified, and fit for the culture of every
hind of grain.  There was plenty of game, and multitudes .

Hy ‘
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of wild beafts ; amazing fholes of fith of all forts; and'a
greater number of favage inhabitants than were found on
any-ather of the iflands. This circomftance alone was a
" proof how much it was fuperior fo the relt. - :

The report that was fpread of this in France gave rife to
-a company in 1619, which formed the defignrboth of clear-
ing. this fertile ifland, and of eftablifhing a great cod fithery
there. - Unfertunately, intereft, which had brought the
adventurers together, fet them at variance again, before
they began to execute the plan they had projeéted. St.
John was again forgotten, when the Acadians began to
remove to that ifland m 1749. In procefs of time they in-
creafed to the number of three thoufand one hundred and
fifty-four. . As they were for the moft part hufbandmen,
and particularly accuftomed to the breeding of cattle, the
government thought proper to confine them to this ems
ployment ; and the cod fithery was only allowed to be care
ried on by thofe . who fettled at Tracadia and St. Peter.

Prohibitions and monopolies, while they are a reftraint -
upon induftry, are equally detrimental to the labours that
are permitted, and to thofe that are forbidden. Though
the ifland of St. John does not afford a fufficient extent
of {ea~fhore fit for drying the vaft quantities of cod that
come in fholes to.the coafts, and though the fith is too
large to be cafily dried, yet it was incumbent upon a power
whofe fifheries are not [ufficient for the confumption of its
own fubjeéts, to encourage this kind of employment. If
there were too few drying places for the quantity that
could be caught, that which 1s called green cod might eafi-
ly have been prepared, which alone would have made a va-
juable branch of commerce.

By confining the inhabitants of St. John to agriculture,
they were deprived of all refource in thofe unfortunate fea-
fons that happen frequently on the ifland, when the crops
ave devoured by the field mice and gralshappers. The ex-
chaages which the mother country could and ought to have,
made with her colony were reduced to nothing. Laitly,
In attempting to favour agriculture, its progrels was ob«
firudted, by laying the inhabitants under an impoffibility
of procuring the neceffary articles for extending-it. :

-Only.ote or two {mall vellels came annually to the ifland
from Europe, and landed at Port la Joic, where they were
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fupplied with all they wanted from Louifbourg, -and pdid
for it in wheat, harley, oats, pulfe, oxen, and fheep.' A
party of fifty men ferved rather to regulate their police; .
than to defend them. Their commanding officer was'de-
pendent on Cape-Breton, which was itfelf under the con-
troul of the governor of Canada. "The command of this -
laft officer extended to a great diftance, over a vaft conti-
nent, the richeft part of which was Liouifiana.- :

. Tnis extenfive and beautiful country, Difcovery of the -
which the Spaniards formerly compre- ﬂ"wﬁ["opi by tha -
hended under the name of Florida, was  French. -
for a long time unknown to -the inhabi- ,
tants of Canada. It was not till 1660 that fuch a country -
was fuppofed to exift. At this period they were told by
the favages; that to the weft of the colony there was a
great. river, whigh flowed neither to the north nor to the
eaft ; and they concluded that it muft: therefore empty it<
f<lf into the gulf of Mexico, if.its courfe were fouthward, .
or into the South fea,- if it were weftward. "The care of
afcertaining thefe two important fadts was committed, in
- 1673, to Joliet, an inhabitant of Quebec, a very intelli-
gent man,.and to the jefuit Marquette, whofe mild and be
nevolent manners -had fecured to him the general affeGtion
of all the inhabitants. . :
. Thefe two men, equally difinterefted, equally aftive, and
equally zealous for their country, immediately fet out to-
cther from the. lake Michigan, entered the.river of the
oxes, which emptiesiitfelf into that lake, and went up-al- -
moft to the head of the river, notwithRanding the currents,
which render that navigation difficult. After fome days .
march, they.again embarked on the river Ouifconfing, and,
kecpiag always weftward,  came to the Miffiffippi, and fail-
¢d down that river -as far as the Akanfas, about the 33d
degree of latitude. Their zeal would have carried them
further, but they were in want of provifions § they were in .
an unkuown country, and they had only three or four men-
along with them: belides, the object of their voyage was
fulfilled, fince they had difcovered the river they had been inv
fearch of, and were certain of its courfe. Thefe confider-'-
ations detcrmined them to return to Canada, acrofs the:
country of the Ilinois, a.numerous peopl«:131 who were well .
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inglined to a friendly intercourfe with the French nation.
out concealing or ¢xaggerating any particular, they
communicated to the chief ofg the colony all the informa-
tion they had procured.
Among the inhabitants of New France at that time, was
a Norman, named La Salle, who was equally defirous of
making a great fortune, and of eftablifhing a brilliant re-
putation, This man had fpent his younger years among
the jefuits, where he had contra&ted that adtivity, enthu-
<fiafm, and firmnefs, which thofe fathers fo well know how
to inftill into their difciples, when they meet with young
men of quick parts, with whom they are fond of recruit-
ing their order. La Salle, who was a hold and enterprif-
ing man, fond of availing himfelf of every opportunity to
diftinguith himfelf, and anxious even to feek out fuch op-
portunities, beheld in the difcovery that had been made a
vaft career open to his ambition and tq his genius. In
concert with Frontenac, governor of Canada, he embark-
ed for Europe, went to the court of Verfailles, was liften-
ed to, almoft even with admiration, at a time when both
the prince and the people were infpired with a paffion for
great altions, He returned loaded with favours, and with
orders to complete what had been fo fortunately begun.
This was a great proje€ : but in order to render the
execution of it ufeful and permanent, it was neceffary, by
forts placed at different diftances, to fecure the pofleffion
of the countries that feparated the Miffiflippi from the
French fettlements ; and to gain the affettion of the colo-
nifts, cither wandering or fedentary, that were contained
in this vaft fpace. Thefe operations, flow in their nature,
were ftill retarded by unexpeéled incidents, by the malevo~
lence of the Iroquois, and by the repeated mutinies of the
foldiers, who were continually irritated by the defpotifm
and reftleflnefs of their chief. Accordingly, La Salle,
who had begun his preparativesin the month of September
1648, could not fail till the fecond of February 1682, oa.
the great river, which was the end of his w;f{ncs and ex-
peQations.  On the gth of April he difcovered the mouth
of it ; which, as it has been conje@ured, was in the gulf
of Mexico: and he returned to Quebec in the fpring of the
following year.
He immediately fet out for France, to propofe the dif~
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covery of the Miffiffippi by fea, and the eftablithment of a

eat colony upon the fertile fhores watered by that river.
Ee perfuaded the court by his eloquence or by his argu-
ments ; and four fmall veflels were given to him, with
which he {et fail towards the gulf of Mexico. This fmall
fleet miffed the place of their deftination, by fteering too
far weftward, and arrived, in thé month of February 1683,
in the bay of St. Bernard, diftant a hundred leagues from
the mouth of the river where it was intended to enter.
The irreconcilable hatred which was conceived between
La Salle and Beaujeu, commander of the fhips, rendered
this errot infinitely more fatal than it ought to have been.
Thefe two haughty men, impatient of feparating from
each other, refolved to land the whole of their embarkation
upou the very coalt where they had been comducted by
chance. After this defperate meafure the thips went away,
and thefe only remained upon thefe unknown coafts one
hundred and feventy men, moft of them very corrupt, and
all of them difpleafed, not without reafon, with their fitus
ation. They had but few tools, a {fmall quantity of pro-
vifions, and little ammunition. The remainder of what
was to ferve for the foundation of the new ftate, was {wal-
lowed up by the waves, from the perfidy or wickednefs of
the fea-offigers intrufted with the landihg of them.

The proud and unfhaken foul of La Salle was not, how-
ever, deprefled by thefe misfortunes. Sufpeéting that the
rivers, which difcharged themfelves in the bay where he
had entered, might be fome of the branches ofy the Miffi-
flippi, he fpent 1gevcral months in clearing up his doubts,
Undeceived in thefe expetations, he negle€ted the object
of his expedition. Initead of looking %or guides among
the favages, who would have dire¢ted him to the place of
his deltination, he chofe to penetrate into the inland coun-
tries, and to inform himfelt of the famous mines of St.
Barbe. He was wholly taken up with this abfurd proje&,
when he was maffacred by fome of his companions, who
were incenfed at his haughtinefs, and the violence of His
difpofition. ,

The death of La Salle foon occafioned the reft of his
company to difperfe. The villains who had murdered him
fell by ea:h others hand. Several incorporated with th
matives. = Many perifhed by hunger AHG wigue, b,
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neighbouring Spaniards dpaded fome of thefe adventurers
with chains, and they ended their days in the mines. The
favages furprifed the fort which had been ereéled, and
facrificed every thing to their fury. Seven men only efcape
ed thefe. numerous difalters ;. and' thefe, wandering as far
as the Mifliffippi, came to Canada by -the Illinois country.
Thefe diftrefles foon made the French lofe fight of g region
which was &ill but little known.
The attentjon of the miniftry was again roufed in 1697,
by Yberville, a gentleman of Canada, who had diftinguifh-
ed himfelf by {fome very bold aud fortunate attempts at
Hudfons bay, in Acadia, and Newfoundland. He was
feat. out from Rochfort with two fhips, and difcovered the
Miffiffippi in 1699., He failed up the river as far as the
country of ,the' Natchez ; and-after having afcertained, by
his own obfervation, every advantageous circumftance that.
had been veported of it, he conftrulegd, at the mouth of
ity a {mall fort, which did not continue more than four
or five years, and proceeded to amother fpot to fettle his.
colony. :

The French Berween the viver and Panfacola, a
[ettle in the coun-  {ettlement newly erefted by the Spani-
try that is wa-  avds in Florida, is a coaft of ahout forty
tered by the leagues in extent, where no veflel can
Miflifipiy and ~ land. The {oil is fandy, and the climate
call it Loufiana. burning. Nothing grows there but a

few fcattered cedars and fir-trees. In
this large tra& there is a diftri@ called Biloxi, This
fituation, the moft barren and moft inconvenient upon the
whole coalt, was made choice of for the refidence of the
few men whom Ybervile had brought thither, and who
had been allured by the moft fanguine expetations.

Two years after a new colony arrived. The firft was
yemoved from the parched fands on which it had* been
fettled, and they were both united upon the banks of the
Mobile. This river is navigable only for Indian boats, and
the lands that are watered by it are not fertile. Thefe
were fufficient motives for giving up the idea of fuch a
fettlement 3 which, however, was not done. It was de-.
termined that thefe difadvantages would be compenfated
by the ficility of communicatign with the neighbouring
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favages, with the Spaniards, with the French iflands, and
with Europe. The harbour which was to form thefe com:
munications was not attached to the continent. -It was
laced by chance, either fortunately or atherwife, at fome
eagues diftance from the coaft, in'a defert, barren, and
favage, ifland, which was decorated by the great name of
Dauphin ifland. -~

A colony fettled an fuch bad foundations could not
poffibly profper. . The death of Yberville at fea, who
perithed- glorioufly before the Havannah in 1706, in the
fervice of his country, put an end to the {mall remaining
hopes of the moft fanguine colonilts. . France was fo deep-
ly engaged <in an unhappy war, that no affiftance could be
expected “from  her.  The colonifts thought themfelves
totally forfaken ; and thofe who entertained fome hopes of
finding a fettlement in another place, haftened to go in
fearch of it. The colony was reduced to twenty-eight
families, each more wretched than the other, when, to the
aftonithment .of every one, Crofat petitioned for and obtain~
ed the exclufive trade of Louifiana in 1712.

This was a famous merchant, who by his vat and pru-
dent undertakings had raifed an immenfe fortune. He had
not given up the thoughts of increafing his wealth, but he
was defirous that his new proje€ts thould contribute to the

ofperity of the monarchy. This noble ambitien made

im turn his views towards the Miffiflippi. The clearing
of its fertile foil was not his aim. His intention was to
open communications, both by land and fea, with Old and
New Mexico, to pour all kinds of merchandize into thofe
rts, and to draw from thence as much ore as he could.
“he place he afked for appeared to him to be the natural
and neceffary mart for his vaflt operations; and all the
fteps taken by his agents were regulated upon this noble
plan. But being undeceived by feveral unfuccefsful at-
tempts, he relinquithed his fcheme, and in 1717 refigned
his_charter to a company whofe fuccefs altonifhed all
nations.

THis company was formed by Law, Louifiana be-
that celebrated Scotchman, of whom no  comes very fam-
fettled judgment could be formed at the ous in the time of
time he appeared, but whofe name now Law’s [yffem.
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ftands between the crowd of mere adventurers and the fhort

lift of great men. This daring genius had made it his bufinefs,

from hie infancy, to obferve attentively the feveral powers of
Europe, to examine their various fprings, and to calculate

the ftrength of each. The ftate into-which the innordinate

ambition of Louis XIV had plunged the kingdom of France,
particularly attraéted his attention, which was now fixed

upon-a heap of ruins. An empire, which, during the {pace

of forty ycars, had excited fo much jealonfy and fo much
anxiety among all its neighbours, no longer difplayed any

degree.of vigour or animation. The nation was exhaufted

by the demands of the treafury, and the treafury by the

enormity of their engagements. In vain had the public

debts been reduced, in hopes of enhancing the value of

thofe that fill remained. This bankruptcy of government

had but imperfetly produced that kind of good that was

expe@ed from it. ‘The bills of government were ftill in-.
finitely below their original value.

1t became neceffary to open a mart for thefe bills, to -
prevent them from falling into total difcredit. The mode
of reimburfement was impra&icable ; for the interefts for
the fums due abforbed, almoft entirely, the revenues of -
government. Law contrived another expedient. In the
month of Auguft 1717, he eftablifhed, under the title of -
the weftern company, an affociation whofe funds were to .
confift in government bills, This paper was received for .
its whole value, although it loft fifty per cent in the courfe
of trade. Accordingly, the capital, which was only of
100,000,000 of livres [4,166,666l. 13s. 44.7 was coms- .
pleted in a few days. It is true, that, with thefe fingular
proceedings, it was not poffible to found a powerful colony
in Louifiana, as the exclufive charter feemed to require:
but the author of thefe novelties was fupported by an ¢x-
pe&tation of another kind.

No fooner had Ponce de Leon landed at Florida, in
1512, than a rumour was fpread, throughout the Old and .
the New World, that this region was full of metals. Thefe
had not been difcovered, either by Francis de Cordova,
or by Velafquez de Ayllon, or by Philip de Narvaez, or
by Ferdinand de Soto, although thefe enterprifing men
had fearched for shem with incredible fatigue during
thirty years. - Spain had at length renounced thefe hopes ;. ;
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fhe had not cven left any trace of her enterprifesy and
notwithftanding this, a vague report had remaiued among
the minds of the people, that thefe countries concealed
immenfe trealures. No one pointed out the Erccife fpot
where thefe riches might lic; but this circumitance itfelf
tended to encourage the exaggeration of them. If at inw
tervals the enthufialm grew cooler, it was ‘only.to feize
upon the minds of men more powerfully fome time after.

.This general difpofition towards an ecager credulity might

‘become a wonderful inftrument in the hands of - fkilful
perfons.. P

In times of misfortune, the people are agitated by their
hopes, in the fame manner as they are by their fears, or by
their rage. When they ar¢ aftuated with rage, all the
public places are in an inftant filled with a multitude in
commotion, which threatens and roars aloud. The citizen
fhuts himfelf up in his houfe; the magiftrate trembles on
his tribunal ; the fovereign is oppreffed with anxiety in his
palace. When night comes on, the tumult ceafes, and
tranquillity is reflored. When the people are under the
impreffion of terror, univerfal conftérnation diffufes itfelf in
an inftant from one city to another, and plunges the whole
nation into a flate of defpondency. When the people are
elated with hopes, the phantom of happinefs prefents itfelf
not lefs rapidly on all fides. It raifes the fpirits of all men,
and the noify tranfports of joy fucceed to the gloomy
filence of misfortuse. On one day every thing is foﬁ;, on
the other all is faved.

Of all the paffions that are kindled in the heart of man,
there is none which is fo violent in its intoxication as the
paffion for gold. We are all acquainted with the country
where the moft beautiful women are to be found, and yet
we are not tempted to vifit it. Sedentary ambition exerts
itfelf in a narrow compafs. The rage of conqueft is the
malady of a fingle man, who draws the multitude after him.
But let us fuppofe all the people of the earth to be equally
civilized, and the thirft of gold will difplace the inhabi«
tants of one and of the ot%ner hemifphere.  Setting out
from the two extremities of the diameter of the equator,
they will crofs cach other in their way from one pole to
the other.
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Law, to whom this great {pring of aftion was well
known, . eafily perfuaded the French, who were. moft of
.thém ruined,: that the mines of Louifiana, which had fo-
long been fpoken of, were at length difcovered ; and that
they wereweven far richer than they were generally fuppofed
to be. To. give the greater weight to this falfe report,
which had already gained too much credit, a number of
miners were fent over to work thefe mines, which were
imagined to be fo valuable, with a body of troops {ufficient«
to defend them. e L .

In is inconceivable what a {udden impreflion this ftra-
tagém made upon a nation natusally fond of novelty.
Every man exerted himfelf to acquire the right of partak-
ing of this fource of wealth, which was conﬁgdcred as inex«
hauftible. The Mifliffippi became the centre of all men’s-
wifhes, hopes, and fpeculations. It was not long before
fome wealthy and powerful men, moft of whom were
thought to be perfons of underftanding, not fatisfied with
fharing the general profit of the monopoly, became de-
firous of obtaining a private property in a region which
pafled for one of the beft countries in-the world. Culti-
vators were wanted for the clearing of thefe domains, and-
were abundantly fupplied- by France, Switzerland, and.
Germany. Thefe men, after havipg worked three years:
without falary, for. the perfons who had -been at the ex-
pence of conveying them to the {pot, were to become citi-
zens, and be put in:pofleflion of-lands, in order to clear
them on their own account. . .
. During the courfe of this frenzy, or in the-years 1718
and 1719, all thefe unfortunate people were promifcuouflys
crowded together in fhips.. They were «pot, landed at
Dauphin ifland, the harbour of which had latelyibeen
choked up by fands; nor were they .fet ‘on fhore at Mo-
bile, which had loft every thing fince it had loft its pert :
but it was at Biloxi, that dreadful fpot, where all the na.
tives, as well as foreigners, who had been feduced, were
placed. . There they all- perifhed by thoufands, with want:
and vexation. In order to preferve them, it was only
neceffary to have conveyed them up the Miffiffippi, and
landed them immediately.upon the country.they were to
clear; but {uch was the unfkilfulnefs or negleét of the
managers of the enterprife, that. they never thought of
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conftra&ting the boats neceffary for fo fimple a mancedivre.
Even after they found that the fhips coming from Europe’
could moft of them fail up the river, Biloxi ftill continued

to be the ¢ of thofe unhappy and numerous victims

who had fallen a facrifice to a political impofture. Thé

head-qnarters- were not removed to New Orleans till five

years after, that is, till hardly any were left of thofe un-

fortunate people who had been weak enough to quit their

native eountry upon fuch uncertain profpeéts, B
- But at this period, when it was too late, the charm was

diffolved, and the mines vanithed. Nothing remained but

the fhame of having been mifled by chimerical notions.:
Louifiana fhared the fate of thofe extraordinary men whe

have been too highly extolled, and are afterwards punithed

for this unmerited fame, by being degraded below their

real worth. Men ftrive, by the excefs of cenfure, to per-

fuade others that they have not given. into the common

error 3 for how can it be fuppofed that they would violent.

ly perfift in (peaking ill of themfelves? This inchanted

country was now holden in execretion.. Its very name

became ‘a reproach. The Miffiffippi was the terror of-
free men. No recruits were to be féund to fend thither,

but fuch as were taken from prifons and houfes of ill fame.

It hecame the receptacle of the loweft and moft profligate -
perfons in the kingdom.

What could be expe@ed from a fettlement compofed of
fuch perfons ? Vicious men will neither people a country,
nor labour, nor continue long in any place. Many of
thofe miferable perfons who had been .tranfported into.
thefe favage climates, went into-the Englith ‘or Spanith
fettlements, to exhibit the difagreeable view of their diftrefs
and mifery, Others foon perithed from the infeétion they
had brought along with them. The greater number wan-
dered.n the woods, till hunger and wearinefs put an end-
to their exiftence. Nothing was yet begun in the colouny,
though twenty-five millions of livres [1,c41,666l. 13s. 4d.]
had been funk there. The managers of the company that
advanced thefe vaft fums foolifhly pretended, that in the
capital of France they could lay the plan of fuch undertak-
ings as were fit for America. Paris, unacquainted with its
own provinces, which jt defpifes and exhaufts, would have
fubmitted every thing to the operations of thefe hafty and
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frivolous calculators. From the aoffice of the companys
they pretended to regulate and dire& all the inhabitants of
Louifiana, and to impofe or withhold fuch reftraimts as
were judged favourable or unfavourable to the monapolf..
Had they granted fome trifling encouragements to citizens
of charaller, who might have heen invited to fettle in the
colony, by fecuring to them that liberty which every man
covets, that property which every man has a right to ex=
peét from his own labour, and that prote&ion which is
due from every focicty to its members; fuch encourage~
ments as thefe, given to proprietors well informed of their
real intereft and property, dire€ted by the circumitances of*
the place, would have been productive of far greater and:
more lafting effedts ; and would have eftablithed more exe
tenfive, folid, and profitable, fettlements, than all thole an
exclufive charter could ever have formed with all its trea-
fures, difpenfed and managed by agents who could neither
have the knowledge requifite to condut fo many various
operations, nor even be influenced by any immediate in-
tereft in their fuccefs.. .

The miniftry, however, thought it conducive to the
welfare of the ftate, to leave the concerns of Louifiana in
the hands of the company ; which were under a neceffity of
exerting all their intereft to obtain: permiffion to alienate
that part of their privilege. They were even obliged to.
purchafe this favour in 1731, by paying down the {um of
1,450,000 livres [60,416l. 13s. 4d.] For there are fome
ftates, where the right of being involved in ruin, and that
of being preferved g’om it, or that of acquiring wealth, are
equailly fold; becaufe goed or evil, whether public or
private, may prove an objeét of finance.

During all the time that an exclufive charter had kept
Louifiana in fhackles, it had required, according to the
diftances, ffty, fixty, fourfcore, and a hundred, per cent.
profit, upon all the merchandize which it ufed to fend
there ; and had alfo regulated, by a rate ftill more opprefe
five, the price of the commodities which the colony deliver-
ed to it. How was it poffible that an infant fettlement
could make any progr':{}:;Q under the yoke of a tyranny fo
atracious? Accordingly, the difcouragement became uni.
verfal. To reftore to the minds of men their energy,
government was defirous that a pofleflion, which was be
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come a truly Rational one, fhould experience a happter fate.
With this view they decreed, that every article which the .
trade of France fhould convey to this country, and every
thing it thould bring back from.thence,- fhould be exempt<
ed for ten years from all duties of export and import. Let
us fee to what degree of profperity an arrangement fo
prudent raifed this celebrated region.

Lovisiana is a valt country, bound-  Extent, foil,
ed on the, north by the fea; on the ealt and climate, of -
by Florida and Carolina; on the welt by  Louifiana.

New Mexico; and on the north by Ca- :
nada, and by unknown lands, which are fuppofed to ex«
tend as far as Fudfons bay. It is impoffible to afcertain
precifely the exa& length of it; but its mean breadth is
two hundred leagues. :

Throughout fuch an extent, the climate varies confider-
ably. TFogs are too frequent in Lower Louifiana, in {pring
and autumn ; the winters are rainy, and at diftant intervals
attended with a flight froft : moft of the {ummer days are
fpoilt by violent ftorms. The heats are not fo exceffive in
any part of this extenfive territory as might be expetted
from its latitude. This phenomenon, which feems extra«
ordinary to a common obferver, may be accounted for by
natural philofophers, from the thick forefts, which prevent
the rays of the fun from heating the ground;-the num.
berlefs rivers, which keep it conftantly damp; and the
winds, which blow from the north over a long extent of
land.

Though difeafes are not very common in Upper Loui=
fiana, they are ftill more unfrequent in the Lower. This
is, however, nothing more than a flip of land of two or
three leagues in extent, overrun with infeéts, with ftagnat-
ed waters, and with vegetable fubftances,” which putrify in
4 dafp and warm atmofphere, the conftant principle of the
diffolution of bodies. In this climate, where all dead
bodies generally undergo a rapid putrefaétion, men enjoy
a more fettled ftate of health, than in thofe regions which
to all appearance are more healthy. Except the tetanos,
which carries off half the negro children before they are
twelve days old, and a great number of white children,
there is {carce any difeafe known in that country, except
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fome hyfterical affe@tions, and obftru&ions, which may
even be confidered as a natural confequence of the kind of
life which is led there. From whence can the falubrity of
the air preceed? Perhaps it is owing to the frequent
thunders which are heard upon this parrow {oil. Perhaps
to the winds which almoft conftantly prevail there. Per=
haps to the fires which it is neceffary to kindle in order to
deftroy the numerous reeds which impede the cultures.

This foil muft have appeared extremely festile, before
any trials had been made of it, fince it abounded with wild
fruits, It furnifhed a liberal provifion for a great number,
of birds and fallow-deer. The meadows, formed by natufid
alone, were covered with roebucks and bifons. The tikgn
were remarkable for their bulk and height, and woedsfus
dying weie only wanting, for thele grow merely befimear
the tropics. Thefe favourable omens have been finagffeon~
firmed by fortunate experiments, i’

The fource of the wiver which divides this immenfe
country from north to fouth, hath not yet been difcowered.
The boldeft travellers have {carce gone higher than two.
hundred leagues above the fall of St. Anthony, which ftops
the courfe of it by a cafcade of fome height, about the
46th degree of latitude. Trom thence ta the fea, that i3,
throughout the fpace of 700 leagnes, the navigation is not
interrupted. The Muffiffippi, after being enlarged by the
river of the Illinois, the-Miffourt, the Ohio, and a great
number of fmall rivers, maintains an uainterrupted. courfe,
till it falls into the ocean. All circumftances concur to
prove, that the bed of this river is confiderably extended,
and that its bottom is almoft recent ground, fince not a
fingle ftone is to be found in it. The fea throws yp here
a prodigious quantity of mud, leaves of reeds, boug
ftumps of trees, that the Muffiflippi is continually wa
down; which different materials being diiven backwaig
and forward, and bemg colleéted together, form themfelvey
into a folid mafs, couts ally tending to the prolongation
of this vaft contment.

The river hath not any regular periods of increafe or
decreafe ; but, in general, its waters are higher from the
month of January to that of June, than they are through
the reft of the year, The bed of the river being very
deep at the upper part, it {cldom overflows on the eaft,
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fide, till it comes within fixty leagues of the. fea) noron
the weft; till ‘within’ a hoadred leagues ; that fs to’ fay, In
the low lands, which ‘we'imagine to be recent, Thefe
-muddy grounds, like all others that have not yet acquired
a due confiftence, produce a prodigious quantity of large
reeds, in which all extraneous bodies wathed down the
river are entangled, ~Thefe bodies all joined together, and
added to the flime that fills'up the interftices, in procefs of
time form a mals, that raifes the banks higher than the
adjacent ground, which forms -on each fide an iaclined
plane. Hence it happens, that the waters having once got
out of their natural courfe, never get into it again, and are
therefore obliged to run on to the ocean, or to form them-
felves idto {mall lakes. : b

‘When the breadth and depth of the Miffiffippi are alone
confidered, we are induced to think that the navigation is
eafy. It is, on the contrary, very tedious, even in comin
down ; becaufe it would be dangerous by night in darﬁ
weather, and becaufe inftéad of the light canoes made of
bark, which are fo convenient in the reft of America, it is
neceflary to employ larger boats, which are confequently
heavier, and not fo eafily managed. Without thefe pre-
.cautions, -the boats would be in continual danger of ftrik-
ing -againft the boughs or roots of trees, which are dragged
along in great quantities by the ftream, and are frequently
fixed under water. The difficulties are greater ftill in
going up the river. ‘ ‘

At fome diftance from land, before we enter the Mif-
Aiffippi, -care muft be taken to keep clear of the floating
wood that is come down from Louifiana. The coaft is {o
‘flat, that it can hardly be feen at the diftance of two lea-

ues, and it is not eafy to get up to it. The river empties
itfelf into the fea by a great number of openings. Thefe
openings are conftantly varying, and moft of them have
but little depth of water. When the fhips have happily
furmounted all thefe obftacles, they may fail without any
-difficulty ten or twelve leagues, over a country funk under
.water, where the eye perceives nothing but reeds, and a
few fhrubs. Then, upon each fhore, they meet with thick
forefts, which they pafs by in two or three days, unlefs
.calms, which are rather frequent in fummer, fhould retard
their progrefs. The reft of the navigation; upon a ftream
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fo rapid, and fo full of currents, is performed in boats that

go'with oars and fails, and are forced to pafs on from one

point of land to another; and though they fet out by

break of day, are thought to have made a confiderable -
progrefs, if they have advanced five or fix leagues by the

clofe of the evening, The Europeans engaged in this

navigation, are attended by fome Indian huntfmen, who

follow by land, -and fupply them with fubfiftence during

the three months and a half that are employed in going-
from one extremity of the colony to the other.

Thefe difficulties of fituation are the greateft which the
French have had to furmount in forming fettlements at
Louifiana. ’

The Englifh, fettled in the Eaft, have been always fo
afliduoufly employed in their plantations, that they have
mever thought of any thing but of extending and improv-
ing them, The fpirit of conqueft or of plunder hath not
diverted them from their labours. Had they been in-
clined to jealoufy, the French did mot behave fo as to
excite it.

The Spaniards, unfortunately for themfelves, were more
turbulent in the Weft. The defire of removing an active
neighbour from New Mexico induced them, in 1720, to
adopt the fcheme of forming a confiderable colony far be-
yond the boundaries within which they had hitherto con-
fined themfelves. The numerouns caravans that were to
compofe this colony fet out from Santa Fé. They dire&-
.ed their march towards the Ozages, whom they withed to
induce to take up arms againft their eternal enemies, the
Miflourys, whofe territory they had refolved to occupy.
‘The Spaniards miffed their way, and camne diretly to that
nation, the ruin of which they were meditating ; and mif-
taking thefe Indians for the Qzages, communicated their
defign without any referve.

The chief of the Miflourys, who became acquainted, by
this fingular miftake, with the danger that threatened him
and his people, diffembled his relentment. He told the
Spaniards, he would gladly concur in promoting the fuc-
cefs of their undertaking, and only defired cight-and-forty
hours to affemble his warriors. When they were armed,
to the number of twe thoufand, they fell upon the Spatti-
:ards, whom they kad amufed with fports, and: ﬁtf‘&%ﬁ

2 . T e
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in their fleep. All were maffacred, without diftin&ion of
ageor fex. The chaplain, who alone efcaFed the flaughter,
owed his prefervation to the fingularity of his drefs. This
cataftrophe having fecured the tranquillity of Louifiana,
on the fide where it was mott threatened, the colony could -
only be molefted by the natives; but thefe, although more
aumerous at that time than they are in our days, were fill
not very formidable. :

Trese favages were divided into feve- Charader of the
ral nations, all of them very feebley and fawages of Lowi-
all at enmity with cach other, though fana, and par-
feparated by immenfe deferts. Some of ticularly the
them had a fixed abode. Their dwell- Natchez.
ings were only made of leaves interwoven
with each other, and faftened to a number of ftakes,
Thofe who did not ge quite naked, weére only covered
with the fkins of fallow-deer. They lived upon the pro-
duce of hunting and fithing, upon wmaize, and fome fruite,
Their cuftoms were nearly the fame as thofe of the favages
of Canada, but they had not the fame degree of ftrength
and courage, of quicknels and {agacity ; and their charaéter
was lefs marked. :

Among thefe nations, the Natchez were the moft re-
markable. They paid obedience to one man, who ftyled
himfelf GrREAT suN; becaule he bare upon his breaft the
image of that luminary, frem which he claimed his delcent.
The whole bufinefs of government, war, and religion, de-
pended upon him.  All the world could not, perhaps, have
produced a fovereigh more abfolute, His wife enjoyed
the fame authority and the. fame honours. When any of
thefe enflaved {avages had the misfortune to difpleafe either
of thele mafters, they vfed to fay to their guards, ¢ rid
¢ me of that dog,’”” and were inflantly obeyed. Every
thing of the beft that was afforded by hunting, fithing, or
culture, the favages were compelled to bring to them.
On the demile og either the hufband or the wife, it was
neceffary that many of their fubjefts fhould alfo die, that
they might attend and ferve them in the next world.
The religion of the Natchez was limited to the adoration
of the fun; but this belief was accompanied with many
ceremonies, and confequently attended with mifchievous
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effe@ts. "Therg, was, however, but: one temple for the
whale nation ; it was.once fet on flames by the fire which
ig perpetually; or af. lealt habitually, kept in it; and this
event occafioned a gencral confternation. . Many- fruiclefs
efforts were-made to %w,f the progrefs'of the flames. Some
mothers threw their children into them, and at length the
fire was extinguithed. .The next day thefe barbarous he-
roines were cxtolled in a difcourfc delivered by the defpotic
Yontiff. It is thus that his authority was maintained.
t is aftopifhing how fo.pecr and fo favage a people could
be fo cruelly enflaved. But {upeeflition accounts for
all the unreafonable alions of men. Fhat alone could
iieFrive a pation of its liberty, which had little elfe to
ofe.

Moft of the accounts affirm, upon the wncertain faith of
fome tradition, that-the Natchez occupied for a long time
the eaiern coaft of the Mifliffippi, from the river Yberville
to the Obie; that is to fay, a. fpanc of four hundred
leagues. Iu.that.eafe they muft have formed the.moit flou-
rifhing nation of North America. It may be fufpeéied,
that the yoke under which they were kept by.an opprefs
five and arbitvary governmest. difgufted them of their native
country, They muft have difperfed themfelves : and this
opinion feems to be in fome mealure confirmed by the cir-
cumftance of our finding various trades of their worfhip at
great diftances in thefe regions. It ig certain, that, when
the Freach appeared in Lonifiana, this people confitted of
no more than .two thoufand warriors, and formed only a
few towns, fituated at a confiderable diftance from each
other, but all of them near the Miffiffippi.

This want of population did not prevent the country of
the Natchez from being excellent. The climate is whole-
fome and temperate ; the foil fufceptible of rich and varied
cultures ; the territory fufficiently elevated to preclude all
fears from the inundationszof the riveri This country is
generally open, extenfive, well-watered, and covered with
pleafant hillocs, -agreeable meadows, and delicious woods,
as far as the Apalachian mountains. Accordingly, the
firt Frenchmen who came there judged, that, notwith-
flanding its diftance from the fea, this would become in
time the centre of the colony. This opinion drew numbers
of them to this fpot. They were favourably received by
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the fuvages, and affifted in-the fettlement of the plantakions
which- they wantd'to- eftablifln ‘Wﬂ?‘es that wéré re-
ciprocally ufefid Isid the foundatiod ofa frieadfhip, appar~
ently fincere, between the two mations, Tt might have be-
come permanent, hiad not the tics of it beer dally weaken-
ed by the avidity of the Eurrg&tans.a Phefe forcigners bad
at’ firt .demanded the productions of the ¢ountry onty as
honeft merchants, but afterwards imperioufly diftated the
conditions of the trade, and at length f{eized npon what
they were tired of paying for, ¢ven at a low pricé,” Their
audacity increafed to ﬁmi a degree, as to expel the natives
from the fields they had tilled themfelves, oo

This tyranny was atrocious. In vain did the Natchez
endeavour to put a ftop to it by the molt humiliating fup-
plications. Driven to defpair, they endeavoured to en-
gage in their refentment all the ealern nations, whofe ail-
pofitions they were aequainted with ; and towards the lot.
ter end of the year xng, they fucceeded in forming an-al-
moft univerfal league, the pusport-of which was, to exter-
minate in one day the whole race of their oppreffors. This
negociation was carried on with fuch Tuccefs, as not tobe
difcovered either by the favages who were friends to the
French, or by the French themfelves. Nothing but fome
cafually fortunate. event could prevent the fuccefs of the
plot ; and this evept took place.

According to the accounts of the times, the Natcliez
fent to theconfpiring nations, who were not better ac-
quainted with the art of writing than themfelves, fome

arcels, confifting of an equal number of bits of wood.

hat there might-be no miltake made- refpetting the time
when the common hatred was te break ont, it was agreed
that one of thefe bits of wood fhould be burnt every day in
cach town, and the laft was to be the fignal for the blood;
fcene that was to be exhibited. It happened that the wi!{
or the mother of the great chief was informed of the plot
by a fon fhe had by a Frenchman. She feveral times
warned the officer of that nation, who commanded in the
neighbourhood, of the circumftance. The indiffevence, gr
the contempt, that was thewn for her advice, did rot ftifie
in her heart the affeétion fhe had for thefe foreigners. Her
rank intitled her to enter the temple of the fun at any hopr
. fhe Ic/h?{e;_ This prerogative put it in- herlpbwer to carry
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off fucceffively the bits of wdod which had been depofited
in it ; and fhe determined to do it, in order to difturb the
calculations of the confpirators, at the hazard of haftening,
fince it was neceflary, the deftru&ion of the Frenchmen
the was fond of, in order to infure the fafety of the reft
who'were unknown to her. Every thing happened as fhe
expeéted. At the fignal agreed upon, the Natchez fell
unawares upon the enemy, not doubting but all their allies
were at the fame time engaged in the {ame bufinefs ; but as
there had been no trea%on anywhere elfe, every thing re-
mained quiet, as it muft neceffarily have done.

This account appears very fabulous ; but it is very cer-
tain, that the period agreed upon between the members of
the confederacy to deliver Louifiana from a foreign yoke
was foreftalled by the Natchez. They were, perhaps, not
able to contain their hatred any longer. They were, per-
haps, feduced by meeting wit{ unexpected facility in the
execution of their defign. Perhaps they were properly or
improperly apprehenfive that their intentions began to be
fufpeted. It is a certain fa&, however, that of two hun-
dred and twenty-two French, who were then in this fettle-
ment, two hundred were maffacred ; that the women who
were pregnant, or who had young children, did not fhare
a more fortunate deftiny ; and that the reft, who remained
prifoners, were expofed to the brutality of the murderers
of their fons and of their hufbands.

The whole colony thought themfelves loft upon the firft
news of this event, They had nothing to oppofe to a
number of enemies threatening them on all fides, except a
few half-rotten pallifades, and a few vagabonds badly arm.
ed andill difciplined. Perricr, in whom the authority
was vefted, had not a better opinion of the fituation of af-
fairs. However, he fhewed a fiim countenance ; and this
boldnefs {erved him inftead of forces. The favages thought
him not only able to defend himfclf, but alfo to attack
them. In order to difpel the fufpicions that might'have
been conceived againft them, or in hopes of obtaining a
pardon, feveral o% thefe nations joined their warrjors to his,
in order to affift in his revenge.

Other troops were wanting, befide ill-affe¢ted allies or

{iers, forced into the fervice, to have infured fuccefs.
This militia marched towards the country of the Natchez,
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with a degree of flownefs which aflorded no good omen ;
and they attacked the forts with that indifference from
which no good effeét could be expe@ted. Fortunately, the
befieged offered to releafe all the prifoncrs they had in their
poffeffion, if the troops would withdraw ; and this propo-
fal was acceded to with extreme joy.

But Perrier, having received fome reinforcements from
Europe, re-commenced hoflilitics, in the beginning of the
year 1731. The profpe of this new danger {pread dif-
fentions among the Natchez, and this mifunderftanding
brought on the ruin of the whole mtion. A few feeble
corps of thefe favages were put to the fword, and a great
number were fent {laves to St. Domingo. Thofe who ef-
caped flavery or death took refuge among the Chicka-
faws.

Thefe were the moft intrepid people of thofe regions :
their intimate conneétions with the Englith were well
known, and their favourite virtue was hofpitality. Al
thefe reafons prevented the French at firft fgom requiring
them to deliver up the Natchez, to whom they had afford-
edrefuge. But Bienville, who {ucceeded Perrier, thought
himfelt authorifed to demand the ceffion of them. The
Chickafaws, with courage and indignation, refufed to com<
ply. Both fidestook up arms in 1736. The French werz
defeated in the open field, and driven back with lofs under
the pallifades of their enemy. They tried their fortane
again four years after, encouraged by fome {uccours they
had received from Canada. They were upon the point of
being defeated a fecond time, when fome fortunate incident
brought on a reconciliation with thefe favages. Since that
period, the tranquillity of Louifiana hath never been dif-
turbed. Let us now fce to what degree of profperity this
long peace hath raifed the colony.

Tye coafts of Louifiana, which are all Sett/emmf;[orm-
fituated upon the gulf of Mexico, are in ed by the French
%eneral flat, and covered with a barren in gouj/iana.

and. They are neither inhabited, nor
c;pablc of being fo. No forts have ever been ereéed upon
them.’

Though the French muft have been defirous of drawing
near to Mexico, they have formed no feitlement upon the

2
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. coaft which lics to the weft of the Mifliflippi. They

> were undoubtedly apprehenfive of offending the Spaniards,
who would not patiently have fuffered them in this neigh-
bourhood.

To the eaft of the river is fituated Fort-Mabile, on the
banks of a river which derives its fource from the Apa-
lachian mountains. It ferved to maintain the Cha&aws, the
Alimabous, aud other lefs numerous colonjes in alliance
with the French, and to fecure their fur trade. The Spani-
ards of Penfacola drew fome provifions and merchandize
from this fettlement.

There are a great number of outlets at the mouth of the

" Miffiflippi, which are always varying. Many of them are
entirely dry at times. Some can only admit canoes or
floops. That towards the eaft, the only one frequented at
prefent by fhips, is very tortuous, affords only a very nar-
row paflage, and hath no more thah eleven or twelve feet
of water in the higheft tides, The {mall fort called La
Balife, which formerly defended the mouth of the river, is
no longer of any ufe, fince its canal hath been filled up,
and fince the fhips fail out of the reach of its cannon.

New Orleans, fituated at- the diftance of thirty leagues
from the fea, is the firlt fettlement that prefents itfelf.
"This city, which was intended for a ftaple to carry on all the
intercourfe between the mother country and the colony, was
built upon the eaftern border of the river, round a crefcent,

- which 13 acceflible to all fhips, and where they ride in per-
fe& fafety. - The foundations of it were laid in 1717 ; but

- it was not till 1722 that it had made any progrefs, and be-

- came the capital of Louifiana. Its population never con=
fifted of more than fixteen hundred inhabitants, partly free
men, and partly laves. The huts which originally cover-
ed it have been fucceffively transformed into convenient
houfes, but built with wood upon bricks, becaufe the foil
was not fufficiently firm to fupport heavier buildings.

The city is placed on an ifland, which is fixty lagues
in length, and hath a moderate breadth. This ifland, the
greateft part of which is not fufceptible of culture, is form.
ed by the ocean, by the river Mifliffippi, by the lake Pont-
chartrain, and by the Manchac, or the river of Yberville, a
canal which the Miffiflippi hath di ged for itfelf,-in ordet to
pour into it the fuperfluous part of its waters, in the feafon
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when they moft abound. There may be upon this terri-
tory about a hundred plantations, upon which are found
four or five hundred white men, and four thoufand negroes;
principally employed in the culture of indige. A few en-
terprifing  proprietors have endeavoured to grow fugar
there ;s but fome trifting frofts, which are fatal to this rich
production, have rendered this attempt ineffectual, Thx
plantations are feldom coatiguous to each other,  but are
moftly feparated by ftagnating waters and moraffes, efpe-
cially in the interior part of the ifland.

Oppofite to New Orleans, and on the weftern fhore of
the Miffiflippi, were fettled, in 1722, three hundred Ger-
mans, the unfortunate remains of feveral thoufand who had
been removed from their country. Their number hath
trebled fince that period, which is not a very diftant one,
becaufe they have always been the moft laborious men of
the colony. Affifted by about two thoufand flaves, they
eultivate maze for their food, and rice and indigo for ex=
portation. They formerly attended to the culture of cot-
ton ; but they have abandoned it fince it has been found
too fhort for the European manufaQures.

A little higher up, on the fame coaft, eight hundred
Acadians were fituated, who had arrived from Louifiana
immediately after the laft peace. Their labours have been -
hitherto confined to the breeding of cattle, and to the cul-
tivation of articles of primary neceffity. If their means
fhould increafe, they will attend to the production of ven-
dible commodities.

All thofe produ&ions which enrich the lower part of the
colony, terminate at the fettlement of the Pointe Coupée,
formed at the diftance of forty.five leagues from New Or-
leans. It furnithes, moreover, the greateft part of the to-
bacco that is confumed in the country, and a great deal of
wood for foreign trade. Thefe labours employ five or fix
hungred white men, and twelve hundred negroes.

‘Throughout the whole extent of the lands which are
cultivated in thefe feveral fettlements belonging to Lower
Louifiana, there runs a caufeway deftined to fecure it from
the inundations of the river. Large and deep ditches,
which furround every field, afford an iflue to the waters
which would either have penetratedor rifen abeve the dike.
This foil is entirely muddy ; and when it is to be cultivat-.

I3
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ed, the large reeds which cover it are cut at the bottom.
As foon as they are dry they are fet on fire, Then, how-
ever lightly the earth be turned up, it becomes fertilein all
produétions requiring a damp foil. Corn does not thrive
upon it ; for the blades grow, but contain no feed. Moft
of the fruit trees fucceed no better : they grow up very
faft, and are in bloffom twice in a year ; but the fruit, which
is attacked by the worms, dries, and generally falls off be-
fore it is ripe. The peach, the orange, and the fig-tree,
are the only ones, the fertility of which cannot be too
much extolled.

The nature of the country is very different in Upper
Louifiana. To the eaft of the Miffifippl, this diftrict be-
gins a little above the river of Yberviﬁe. Its territory,
which hath been anciently formed, is {ufficiently raifed to
be free from inundations, and hath only a proper degret of
moifture ; it therefore requires lefs care, and promifes a
a greater variety of produétions. 'This was the opinion of
the firft Frenchmen who appeared in thefe countries. They
fettled in the diftri& of the Natchez, and after having at-
tempted feveral cultures, which were all fuccefsful, confin.
ed themfelves to that of tobacco, which foon acquired in
the mother country the reputation it deferved. Govern-
ment expefted foon to receive from this fettlement a {uffi-
cient quantity for the fupply of the whole monarchy, when
the tyranny of its agents occafioned its ruin, Since this

- fatal period, this inexhauftible foil hath remained unculti-
vated, till Great Britain, having acquired the property of
it by treaties, fhall have conveyed there a population fuffi-
cient to fertilize it.

A little higher up, but on the weftern fhore, the Red
river empties itfelf into the Miffiffippi. It is at thipty
leagues diftance from the mouth of it, and upon the terri-
tory of the Natchitoches, that the French on their arrival
in Louifiana ere@ed a few pallifades. The objeét of this
poft was to draw from New Mexico the fheep and horned
cattle, which a rifing colony is always in want of ; and it
was al{o to open a fmuggling trade with the Spanith fort

- of the Adages, which 13 only feven leagues diftant. Tt is
- long fince the multiplication of the cattle in thofe fields, to
which it was neceflary to accuftom them, hath put an end
to-the firlt of thele conne@ions ; and it was fill earlier un.
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derftood, that the latter, with one of the paoreft fettle~
ments in the world, could never have any real utility, Ac-
cordingly, the territory of the Natchitoches was foorn for-
Aaken by thofe whom the hopes of making a great fortune
had drawn there. Upon this diftri&k there are only now to
be {een the defcendants of a few foldiers, who have fettled
there at the end of the time they were engaged for in the
fervice.  Their number does not exceed two hundred,
They live upon maize, or upon the vegetables which they
cultivate, and fell the {uperfluous part of their productions
to their indolent neighbours. The money they receive”
from this fecble garrifon enables them to pay for the liquors
and the clothing which they are obliged to get from elfe-
where. .

The fettlement formed among the Akanfas is ftill more
wretched. It would infallibly have become very flourith-
ing, if the troops, the arms, the bondfmen, the provifions,
and the merchandize, which Law had fent there on his own
private account, had not been firft confifcated after the dif-
grace of that enterprifing man. Since that time {ome few
Canadians only have fettled upon this excellent foil, who
have taken to themfelves wives among the women of the
country, From thefe conne&ions hath foon arifen an al-
moft favage race, confifting only of a few families, living
feparate from each other, and fcarce attending to.any other
employment except that of the chafe.

To go from the Akanfas to the Illinois country, it is
neceflary to travel three hundred leagucs ; for the nations
in America are not contiguous to each other, as they are
in Europe, andare therefore the more independent. They
bave no chiefs connefted among themfelves, alternately to
feize upon, or to facrifice them, and to render them fo un-
happy, that they fhall have nothing to gain or to lofe by
# change of country and of mafter. The Illinois, fituated
inthe moft northern part of Louifiana, were continmally
beaten, and always upon the point of being deftroyed, by
the Iroquois, or by other warlike natious. They Kood in
need of adcfender; and the I'rench took that part upon
themfelves, by occupying a portion of their territory, at
_th¢ mouth of the river, and upon the more pleafant and
more fraitful banks of the Miflffippi. Under this protec-
tion, the Illinois have avoided the deftiny of moft of the

I
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nations in the New World, of whom there {carce remains
any remembrance, Neverthelefs, their number hath dimi-
pithed, ia %roport‘ion as that of their prote@orsshath in~
greafed.  Thefc foreigners have gradually formed 2 popu=~
lation of two thoufand three hundred and fourfcore free
aerfons, and of eight hundred flaves, diftributed in fix vil-

ges, five of which are fituated upon the eaftern border of
she river.

Unfortunately, moft of thefe people have entertained a
paflion for running about the woods to buy up the peltries,
or have indulged themfelves with remaining in their ware-
boufes, waiting till the favages brought them the produce
of their chafe. They would have worked more ufefully
for themfelves, for the colony, and for France, had they
digged the excellent foil upon which chance had placed
them ; and had they required of it the feveral kinds of corn
produced in the Old World, which Louifiana hath been
ebliged to draw from Europe, or from North America.
But how much hath the fettlement formed by the French
in the country of the Illinois, and how much have their
other fettlements, fallen fhort of this profperity ?

Never did the colony, in its greateft fplendour, reckon
more than feven thoufand negroes, exclufive of the troops,
the number of which varied from three hundred to two
thoufand men,  This feeble population was fcattered along
the borders of the Miffiffipp1, throughout a fpace of five
hundred leagues ; and was defended by a few {mall forts,
fituated an immenfe -diftance from each other. Neverthe-
lefs, thefe men were not defcended from that fcum of Eu-
rope which France had, as it were, vomited forth into the
New World at the time of Law’s fyftem. All thofe mi-
ferable men had perifhed without leaving any iffue. The
coloniffs were robuft men, arrived from Canada, er dif-

* banded foldiers, who had fenfibly preferred the labours of
agriculture to a life of idlenefs, in which prejudice and
pride had confirmed them.  Every inhabitant received from
government a fuitable piece of ground, with [eed to fow it,
a gun, an ax, a mattock, a cow and a calf, a cock and fix
Wens, with a plentiful {upply of wholefome provifions for
three years., Some officers, and {ome rich men, had form-
ed confiderable plantatiore, which occupied eight thoufand
flaves.
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This colony fent - to France fourfcore thoufand weight of
indigo, fome hides, and much peltry. It fent to the iffands
vallow, fmoked meats, pulfe, rice, maize, pitch, tar, and
timber for fhips-and for houfe-building. Thefe feveral ar-
ticles colleéted, might be worth 2,000,000 “of livres
83,333l 6s. 8d.] - This fum was paid for in European .
merchandize, and in the produions of the Eaft-Indies.
The colony even received more than it gave, and derived .
this fingular advantage from the expences of {overeignty.

The public expences were always too confiderable at :
Louifiana. . They often exceeded, even in times of full
peace, the whole produce of the fettlement. . Perhaps the -
agents of government would have been more circumf{peét
had the bufinefs been tranfalted with money. . The unfor -
tunate facility of paying every thing with bills, which were
not to Jbe dilcharged till their arrival in the mother coun-
try, rendered them generally lavifh, and fome of them were
even dithoneft. For their own private emoluments, they
ordered the conftruétion of forts, which were of no kind .
of ule, and which coit twenty times more than they ought
to have done. They multiplied, without reafon, as withs
out meaflure, the annual prefents which the court of Ver- .
failles were aceuftomed to fend to the favage tribes. .

The exports and imports of Louifiana were not carried
on upon fhips belonging to itfelf; for it had never thought
of having one fingle veflel, Somectimes it reccived fome
feeble embarkations from the ports of France, and fometimes
large boats from the fugar iflands. . But moft frequently,
thips difpatched from the mother country to St.. Domingo,
left part of their cargo in this rich fettlement; and after
having fold the reft of it in the Miffiffippi, ufed to load
themfelves, on their return to it, with every thing that
might be wanted at St. Domingo, or which might be fuite -
able to the mother country,

Louisiana, which nature feemed to France might
invite to a great degree of profperity, Aave derived
would undoubtedly have attained to it, if great advan-
government had had the prudence to at- tages from Lous
tend to the withes of the French proteft-  ifana.
ants, who had taken refuge in the colo- .
nies fettled by the Englifh to the north of the New World, .

Ig
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Uhnder the moft brilliant reign, and at the moft fortunate
period of that reign, three hundred thoufand calvinift fa-
milies were enjoying peaceably in France the rights of men
and of citizens ; rights which had been confirmed to them
by the famous edi@, which had quicted fo many troubles,
and put an end to {o many calamities, the ediét of Nantes.
Louis XIV, the terror of his neighbours, and the idol of
his fubje&s, had neither enemies to fear without, nor rebels
within, his provinces, The proteftants, quiet from motives
of duty as well as intereft, thought of rothing but ferv-
ing the ftate, and of contributing towards its power and
its glory. They were placed at the head of feveral new
manufaures ; and being difperfed in the maritime coun.
trics, a navy, which was formidable in its infancy, derived
its principal ftrength from them. Where an ealy and de-
cent competency prevails, the fruit of labour and of induf-
try, there we generally meet with good morals. e pro-
teftants, in particular, were diftinguithed by them, becaufe
they were the leaft numerous and moft laborious of the
fubje@ts, and becaufe they had to juftify their faith by
their virtues.

Every thing, I fay again, was quiet in the interior part
of the kingdom ; but facerdotal pride and pharifaical am-
bition were not fo. The clergy of France, Rome, and
the jefuits, were continually importuning the throne with
their fcandalous remonftrances. It was reprefented, that
Frenchmen who did not humble themfelves before a con-
feffor ; who faw nothing but bread in the confecrated hoft ;
who never faid mafs ; who never brought any offering to
the altar ; who married their coulins without purchafing
difpenfations ; it was reprefented, that fuch Frenchmen
could not love their country nor their fovereign. It was
faid, that they were in fadt nothing more than traitors and
hypocrites ; who, in order to fbake off the yoke of obe-
dience, waited only for a favourable circumftance, which
fooner or later they would find fome opportunity to ex-
cite.

‘When impofture fhall awaken the apprechenfions of the
fovereign, with refpe& to the fidelity of his fubjeéls, it is
difficult to prevent its being liftened to with attenuon.
Neverthelefs, we fhall venture to afk, whether Louis XIV
was excufable, when he feemed not to know how much
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his proteftant fubjefts were ufeful to him? We fhall ven-
ture to afk, if he could ferioufly believe that they would
.become more fo when they were turned catholics; and if
the toleration of a mafter, fo powerful and fo abfolute,
could ever bring on any of thofe difagreeable confequences
with which he was inceffantly threatened ? The proteftants
had been feditious, it is true ; but they had been perfecut-
ed, and had been made, alternately with catholics, the
fport of the turbulent ambition of the great. The idea of
{o much blood fpilt in the prccedir:ig reigns, fhould it not
have made him apprehenfive of fhedding more ? Paft events
fhould have taught him, that a king hath no power over
religious opinions ; that the confciences of men are not to
be compelled ; that fortune, life, and dignities, are nothing
in comparifon of cternal punithments; and that if it be
right in a country, where only one form of worthip is ob-
ferved, to forbid accefs to any foreign fuperftition, yet
power will never exclude that which is already eftablithed
there ; Louis XIV experienced this. You monarchs, who
are intrufted with the care of governing men, make it your
bufinefs to be acquainted with them. Study their paflions,
in order that you may govern them by their paffions.
Know that a prince who fays to his fubjeéts, your religion
difpleafes me, it is my pleafure that you fhould renounce
it, has nothing to do but to raife the gallows, and to pre-
pare the whee{ and let his executioners hold themfelves in
readinefs.

Louis X1V, intrufted with the execution of his project,
which was impious in religion and abfurd in policy, two
minifters as impetuous as himfelf ; two men who hated the
protéftants, becaufe Colbert had employed_them. One of
thefe was Le Tellier, a harfh and fanatic man ; the other
Louvois, a cruel and fanguinary minifter ; he who gave it
as his opinion, that all Holland fhould be funk under water,
and who afterwards caufed the Pulatinate to be reduced to
affies. Immediately, on the flighteft pretence, the churches
of the calvinifts are fhut up; they themlelves are ex-
cluded from every office in the public revenue ; they can--
not he admitted into any corporation; their clergy are
fubje&ed to taxation ; their mayors are deprived of nobili-
"ty ; the legacies left to their confiftories are applied to hof-
pitals ; the officers of the king’s houfehold, the fecretarics -

‘ 16
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of the king, the notaries, the counfellors, and the attor.
nies, have ordérs to quit their funétions, or to renounce
their faith. Thefe alts of violence are fucceeded by abfur-
dity, A declaration of council, in the year 1681, author-
ifes children of feven years of age to renouncetheir faith.
Children of feven years of age who have a faith, who have
a civil will, and who enter into public esgagements! Thus
it is that tlw fovereign and the prieft can equally make child-
ren of men, and men of children !

But it became neceflary to withdraw children from the
authority ef their parents; for which purpofe force was
employed. Boldiers were appointed to carry them off from
their paternal dwelling, and took poffefion of it in their
ftead. The cry of defolation refounded from one end of
the kingdom to the other. The people began to think of
removing at a diftance from the oppreflor.  Whole fami-
lies deferted ; their houfes were converted into guard-
rooms. The powers that were the rivals of France offer-
ed them an afylum. Amfterdam was enlarged with a mul-
titude of houfes prepared for their reception. The pro-
vinces were depopulated. The government beheld thefe
emigrations, and were difturbed.  The punithment of the
gallies was decreed againft the fugitive artifan and the failor.
All thefe paflages were clofed. Nothing was forgotten
that could poffibly enhance the merit of the facrifice ; and
more than five hundred thoufand ufeful citizens made their
cfcape, at the rifk of receiving in their way the crown of
martyrdom.

1t was in 1685, in the midft of thefe horrors, that the
fatal revocation of the edi& of Nantes appeared. The cler-
gy who were i{teady in their opinions were ordered to quit
the kingdom within a fortnight, on pain of death. Child-
ren were torn from the arms of their fathers and mothers.
And thefe horrible aéts were authorifed by a fet of diliber.
ate men ; by an affembly of grave perfons; by a fupreme
court ! They were fathers, and yet they did not fhudder
while they gave orders for the infringement of the moft fa-
cred laws of nature !

In the meanwhile, the minds of men were inflamed.
The proteftants affembled ; they were attacked; they e«
fended themfelves, and dragoons were fent againft them.
And now the hamlets, the villages, the fields, the high-
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ways, and the gates of the cities, were planted with fcafe
folds, and drenched with blood. The intendants of the
provinces vied with each other in cruelty, Some minifters
venturing to preach and to write, were feized upon, and
put to death. The prifons were foon incapable of bolding
the number of the perfecuted ; and it was the will of a
fingle man that could make fo many perfons unfortunare !
At his word, all. the civil and moral ties were broken }
At his word, a thoufand citizens, revered for their virtues,
their dignities, and their talents, were devoted to death and
to infamy ! O ye people ! ye herd of weak and mean men ?
And thou, bliad tyrant! becaufe thy priefts have not
the art of perfualion to make their arguments victorious ;
becaufe they cannot efface from the minds of thofe innocent
men the profound traces which education had engraved in
them ; becaufe thefe men will neither be bafe, nor hypocris
tical, nor infamous; becaufe they chooft rather 1o obey
their God than to obey thee, muft thou deprive them of
their property, put chains upon them, burn them, hang
them up, and drag their carcafes upon a hurdle ? When
thou withdraweft thy prote@ion from them, becaufe they
do not think as thou doft, why fhould they not withdraw
their obedience from thee, becaufe thou thinkeft different~
ly from them ? It is thou who doft break the compatt.
The churches of the proteftants were deftroyed. Their
minifters were either put to death, or they fled. But this
did not put a flop to the defertion of the perfecuted per-
fons. What fteps were therefore to be taﬁen to prevent
it? It was imagined that flight would be lefs frequent
when the gates were laid open.” This proved to be a mif
take ; and after the paffages had been opened, they were
fhut again a fecond ume with as little fuccefs as at firft.
The dreadful wound which fanaticifm then infli&ed on
the nation hath continued bleeding down to our days, and
wij) ftill remain open. Armies deftroyed are recruiteds
provinces that are invaded are recovered : but the emigras
tion of ufeful'men, who convey to foreign nations their in
duftry and their talents, and raife them at once to a level with
the nation which they have quitted, is an evil which cannot
be’remedied. The citizen of the world, whofe compre=
, henfive mind embraces the interelt of all the human race,
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will perbaps be comforted on this occafion; but the true
patriot will never ceafe to deplore the event. .

This patriot is the man who at this inflant addreffes him-
felf to kings in the following terms : ¢ Rulers of the world,
¢ when a man, under the name of prieft, fhall contrive
¢ to conne& his interefts with the pretended interefts of a
¢ God ; when his fufpicious hatred can induce him to make
¢ ufe of the name of that God, whom he will not fail to
¢ reprefent as ({calous and cruel, in order to execite perfe-
¢ cution againit the man who thall not think as he does ;
“.or, to fpeak with greater precifion, who fhall not think
¢ as the prieft wouldg have him think ; woe to you and
¢ to your fubjeéts, if you fhould liften to fuch infinua.
¢ tions !V

In the meanwhile, the French preteftants, fcattered over
the [everal parts of the globe, were everywhere turnin
their forrowful looks towards their former country. Tho(%
who had found an afylum in the northern part of America,
defpairing ever to be able to revifit their former habitations,
withed at leaft to be connefted with the amiable nation
from which tyranny had feparated them. They offered to
convey their induftry and their capitals to Louifiana, pro-
vided they might be allowed to follow their mode of wor-
fhip there. Unfortunately for the ftate, the fuperftition
of Louis XIV, and the weaknefs of the regent, occafion-
ed thefe propofals to be rejected.

Neverthelefs, what analogy is there between the tenets
of religion and the fpeculations of the miniftry ? Not more,
it (hould feem, than there is between the prefcriptions of
the phyfician and the do&rine he profeffes. Hath the pa-
tient ever thought of afking his phyfician whether he went
to church or to meecting? whether he believed in God or
not ? Rulers of the earth, he who caufes the fun indifcrimi-
nately to fhine on orthodox or on heretic regions ; he who
fuffers his fertile dew to fall equally on their fields ; doth, he
not declare to you, with fuffictent evidence and energy, how
much it ought to be indifferent to-you by what men they
are peopled, and by what hands they are cultivated 2 It
is yours to protet them ; it is yours to animate their la-
bours’; it is yours to encourage their induftry and their ¥ir-
tues. Itis the part of God to fearch.into their hearis,
and to judge them. Doth he render the mothers of the
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calvinifts barren? Or doth he ftifle the child in the womb
of the lutheran women when they are pregnant?  How
therefore, do ye dare to condemn to exile, to death, or to
mifery wotfe than thefe, that being, whom the Soverej
of all Sovereigns, your Father, and theirs, permits to live
and to profper ! Becaufe mafs hath not been performed, or
vefpers fung at Louifiana, have the produéions of the foil
been lefs plentiful, lefs valuable, and lefs ufeful 2 Had the
country been peopled with orthodox perfons, and that fome
reafon of ftate had induced you attempt the conqueft of it,
you would have put them all to the Fword,without hefita-
tion ; and yet you fcruple to intruit the culture of them to
heretics. With what ftrange madnefs are you affeéted ?
A conformity of worfhip puts no ftop to your feraciouf-
nefs, and a difference of worthip excites it. Is it thea con-
fiftent with the dignity of the chief of the ftate, to regu~
late his conduct by the fanatic [pirit and narrow views of
the diretor of a religious feminary ? Is it confiftent with
his wifdom, to admit among the number of his fubje&s
none but the flaves of his priefts? I fhould not be in the leaft
furprifed, after having determined an old pufillanimous mo-
narch humbled by a ong feries of calamities, to complete
them all by the revocation of a falutary edi&, that the fu-
perftitious and hypocritical men who furrounded him fhould
have led him on, from one circumflance to another, to re-
jeét the advantageous propofals of the religious people in
" the New World; but that confiderations, which may be
called monaftic, fhould have had the fame influence over
the enlightenecf prince who held the reins of the empire af-
ter the old monarch, and who certainly never was accufed
of bigotry, is a circumftance which I cannot explain.
Independently of this fatal fyftem, Louifiana would not
probably have languifhed for fo long a time, had it not
been for an original error adopted, of granting lands in-
difcriminately to every perfon who applied for them, and
in the manner in which he defired them. Immenfe deferts
would not then have feparated the colonifts from each
other. Being brought near to a common centre, they
would have affifted each other, and would have enjoyed all
_ e advantages of a well regulated fociety. As population
increafed, the lands would have been cleared to a greater
extent. Inftead of a few hordes of favages, we fhould
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have feen a rifing colony, which might in time have become
a powerful nation, and procured infinite advantages to
France. :

The French, who annually purchafe- from eighteen to
twenty millions weight of tobacco, might have encourag-
ed the cultivation of it in Louifiana, and might have drawn
from that fettlement a fufficient quantity of it for their
own confumption. . Such were the hopes that government
entertained, when they ordered all the tobacce plants in
France to be reoted up. Convinced that the lands in
their provinces were adapted to more important and richer
cultures, they thought it would be advantageous both to -
the mother country and the colony, to fecure to this infant
fettlement a market for that production which required the
leaft capital, the leaft time and experience. When Law,
the proje&or of this undertaking, fell into difcredit, this
{cheme, the advantages of which were fo evident, was for-
gotten, and fhared tﬁe fame fate as thofe which were mere-
ly the offspring of a difordered imagination. The blindnefs
of the miniftry was kept up by the private interefts of the
agents of the treafury ; and this is not one of the leaft mif
chiefs the finance has done to the monarchy.

The wealth which tobacco would have procured to the
colony, would have made it fenfible of the advantages that -
might be derived from the fpacious and beautiful meadows
with which that country abounds. They would foon have
been covered with numerous herds, whofe hides would have
prevented the mother country from purchafing any from
other pations, and whofe fleth, when prepared and falted,
would have been difpofed of in the iflands, inftead of fo-
reign beef. Horfes and mules, multiplying in the fame
proportion, would have freed the French colonies from the
dependenee they have always had upon the Englith and
Spaniards for this neceflary article. _

As foon as the colonifts had begun to esert themfelvas,
they would have proceeded from one branch of induftry to
another. They could not poffibly avoid building fhips ; for
the country was covered with wood fit for the hull, and
the fir-trees, that grew in great plenty along the coaft
would have afforded mafts and tar. There was no want ¢
oak for the planks, and if there had been, it might have
been fupplied by cyprefs, whick is lefs apt to fplit, bend,
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or break, and the additicnal thicknefs of which might have
compenfated for its want of firength and hardnefs. They
might eafily have grown hemp for the fails and rigging.
Nothing, perhaps, nced have been imperted but iron ; and
it is even more than probable that there are iron mines in.
Louifiana. .

The forefts being thus cleared without any expence, and
even with advantage, would have left the foil fit for.the
culture of corn and indigo. The prodution of filk might
even have been undertaken with fuccefs, when once the
colony had been fufficiently populous to attend to an ems=
ployment, which the mildnefs of the climate, the number
of mulberry trees, and fome {uccefsful trials, had conftant<
ly invited them to. In a word, what might not have been
expefied from a country, where the air is temperate, and
the foil even, frefh, and fertile ; and which, properly fpeake
ing, had never been inhabited, but traverfed carelefsly by
vagabonds equally deftitute of fkill and condu&t ? .

z%'Iad Louifiana attained to that degree of perfetion it
was capable of, its harbour would foon have beea made
more ealy of accefs. This mi¥ht perhaps have been effet-
ed, by ftopping up all the fmall pafles with the floating trees
wathed down by the waters; and by collefting the twhole -
force of the ftream in one fingle channel. If the foftaefs
of the foil, the rapidity of the river, or the ebbing of the
fea, had oppofed infurmountable obftacles to this project,
genius might have found fome refources againit them.
Every art, and every ufeful improvement, would have fuce
celfively appeared to form a flourithing and vigorous coloe
ny in that {pacious plain of Ameriea.

This profpeét, which had never been feen but at a dif-
tance, feemed to be drawing near at the laft peace. The
inhabitants, to whom the treafury owed feven millions
of livres [291,666). 13s. 4d.] moftly acquired by crimi-
nal ganceuvres, defpairing of ever obtaining the payment
of this difhoneft debt, or being only able to flatter them-
felves that they fhould obtain it at a diftant period, and ia
part only, turned their attention to fome important cul.
tures with fuccefs, Their trade was increafed with part of
*a/pcltry trade, which had formerly belonged to Canada,
The French iflands, the wants of which were continually
increafing, while their refources wete diminithing, requried
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of them more wood, and more articles of fubfiftence. The
fradulent connexions with Mexico, which the war had id-
terrupted, were renewed. The traders of the mother
couatry, excluded from fome of the markets thiey had fre-
quented, failed towards the Miffiffippi, the borders of
which, too long negle@ed, were at length going to be in-
habited. Already%xad two hundred Acadian families fix-
ed there ; and the unfortunate remains of that nation, dif-
perfed among the Englith fettlements, were preparing to
follow them. The fame difpofitions were obferved in fe-
veral colonifts of St. Vincents and Grenada, diffatisfied
with their new mafters. Twelve or fifteen hundred Cana~
dians had already begun their march to Louifiana, and
were to be followed by many more. There are even ftrong -
reafons to think, that feveral catholics-were preparing to
quit the Britith pofleflions, in order to go into this ipa~
eious and beautiful country. :

The French mi-  Sucn was the flate of things, when
nifiry cede Lou- the court of Verfailles announced to the
ifiana to Spain.  inhabitants of Louifiana, on the 21ft of
‘ April 1764, that by a fecret treaty made
the 3d of November 1762, the property of this ifland had
been given up to the court of Madrid. The languid ftate
of the colony, the obftacles which prevented its improve-
ment, the impoffibility of putting it in a fituation to refift
the whole force of the enemy united upon the frontier ;
thefe confiderations muft cafily have determined the French
miniftry to this ceflion, apparently fo confiderable. But
what motive could induce Spain to accept of it? Would
it not have been better for them to facrifice Florida with
out any indemnification, for the reftoration of public tran-
quillity, than to reccive in exchange a pofleflion which it
was impoffible for them to defend? Ifit were a barrier
againft the enterprifes which an ambitious, adlive,. and
powerful, nation might form againft Mexico, was it not for
the intereft of Spain that a faithful ally fhould fuftain the
firt fhock, which would warn them of the ftorm, and
might perhaps give them time to diffipate it ? ,
. %ut in whatever manner this event may be confidered in
a political view, will it not be looked upon as an offence
againtt morality, thus to have fold or given away the mem-
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bers of the community to a foreign power? For what
right has a prince to difpole of his fubjefts withaut their
confent ? - -

What becomes of the rights of the- people, if all is due
‘from the nation to the prince, and nothing from the Princc
to the nation? Are there then no rights but thofe of princes ?
Thefe pretend to derive their power from God alone.
This maxim, which is invented by the clergy, only with a
‘defign of raifing kings above the people, that they them-
felves may command even kings in the name of the Deity,
is no more than an iron ¢thain, to bind a whole nation un-
der the power of one man. It is no longer a mutual tie of
love and virtue, of . intereft -and fidelity, that gives to one
family the rule in the midft of a fociety.

But why fhould the fovereign authority with to conceal
its being derived from men ; I%ings are fufficiently inform.
ed by nature, experience, hiftory, and their own confciouf-
nefs, that it is {of the people they hold all they pofiefs,
whether conquered by arms, or acquired by treaty. As
they receive from the people all the marks of obedience,

-why fhould they refufe to accept from them all the rights
of authority ? Nothing is to be apprehended from volun=
tary fubmiffion, noris any thing to be attained by the abufe
of ufurped power. It can only be fupported by violence s
and is it poffible that a prince can be happy who commands
only by fﬂtce, and is obeyed only through fear? He can-
not fit ealy upon his throne, when he cannot reign with-
out afferting that he holds his crown from Geod alone.
Every man may truly affirm, that he holds from God, his
life, his liberty, the unalienable right of being governed
only by reafon and juftice. The welfare, then, and fecu-
n'ty-o‘g-the people, is the fupreme law on which all others
depend. This is, undoubtedly, the real fundamental law

-of all {ociety. It is by this we muft interpret every parti-
cular law which muft be derived from this principle, and
ferve to explain and fupport it.

If we apply this rule to the treaties of divifion and cefe
fion which kings make between themfelves, will it appear
that they have the right of buying, felling, or exchang-
g their fubjefts, without their confent? .Shall princes
then arrogate-to themfelves the barbarous right of alienat-
ing or mortgaging their provinces and their fubje&ts as they
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would their effeés or eftates; while the fupplics granted
for the fupport of their houfe, the forefts of their domain,
the jewels of their crown, are all facred unalienable ef-
fe&s, which we muft never have recourle to, even in the
moft prefling exigencics of the flate ? Methinks I hear
the voice of a numerous colony exclaiming from America,.
and addrefling the mother country in the following terms :
¢ What have I done to thee, that thon thouldft deliver
* me up into the hands of a ftranger? Did I not {pring
¢ from thy loins ? Have I not fown, planted, cultivated,
¢ and reaped, for thee alone ? When thy fhips conveyed me
“ to thele fhores, fo different from thy own happy climate,.
« didit thou not engage for ever to proteét me with thy
¢ fleets and armies? Have I not fought in fupport of thy
# rights, and defended the country thou gavelt me? After
¢ having fertilized it by my labour, have I not maintained
¢ it for thec at the expence of my blood? Thy children
¢ were my parents or my brethren ; thy laws iy boaft, and
¢ thy name my pride; that name which I have {triven toren-
¢ der illultrious among nations to whom it was unknown..
¢¢ { have procured thee friends and allics among the {avag~
¢ es. I flattered myfelf with the thought that I might
“ one day come in competition with thy rivals, and be the
¢ terror ‘of thine enemies. But thou haft forfaken me.
¢ Thou haft bound me without my confent, by a treaty,
¢ the very concealment of which was a treachery. Un-
# feeling, ungrateful parent, how couldft thou break, in
¢ oppofition to the diCtates of nature, the ties by which I
¢ was attached to thee, even from my birth ? While with-
 inceffant and painful toil I was reftoring to thee the tri-
¢ bute of nourifhment and fubfiftence I had received from
¢ thee, I withed for no other comfort than that of living
¢ and dying under thy law. That comfort thou haft re-
¢« fufed me. Thou hait torn me from my family, to de-
4 liver me up to a mafter whom I did not approve. Re-
# ftore my parent to me ; reftore me to him whofe name I
¢ have been ufed to call upon from my earlieft infancy. It
¢ is in thy power to make me fubmit, againft my will, to
¢ a yoke which I abhor; but this fubmiffion will only be:
¢ temporary. I fhall languifh and perifh with grief aod
#-weaknefs ; or if .I fhould recover hife and vigour, it will,
¢ only be to withdraw myfelf from connections I deteft;




Dock X721, 1IN THE LAST AND WEST INDIESs 213

s¢ though I thould even be compelled to deliver myfelf up
¢ to thy enemics.” ’

ThHis averfion which the inhabitants of Condu& of the
Lauifiana had to the Spanifh govern- ?aﬂiard: af
ment, did not alter the arrangements made  Louifiana.
between the courts of Madrid and Ver-
failles. On the 28th February, 1766, M. Ulloa arrived in
the colony with fpurfcore Spaniards.  According to the
«fual form, he ought to have taken pofleflion immediately
<on his landing. But this was not the cafe : the orders ftill
continaed to be given aut in the name of the king of France ;
-the French magifhiates ftill a&ted in that capacity, and the
-troops {till continued to do the duties of the fervice under
French banners ; the perfon who reprefented Lewis XV
flill retained the command. Thefe circumitances perfuad=
ed the inhabitants, that Charles 111 was caufing the coun-
try to be examined ; and that he would determine to dc.
cept or reject it, according as he fhould find it to the ad-
vantage or difadvantage of his power.. This examination
was made by an officer who appeared to have no favourable
.opinion of the region which he had come to reconnoitre ;
and it was natural to hope that he would put his mafter
out of conceit with it.

This illufion was in general prevailing, when a law came
from Spain, to forbid Louifiana from carrying on an
trading conne&ions with the markets where it had hither-
to fold its produétions. This fatal decree was accompae
ried, according to every teftimony, with intolerable haugh.
tinefs, with odious monopolies, and with repeated aéts of
arbitrary authority ; evils, which were the more oppreffive,
as they appeared to be the work of the French commander,
over whom Ulloa had acquired fuch an afcendant, as to
make him the vile inftrument of all his caprices. Thefe ac-
cufations were, perhaps, exaggerated. But the Spani-
ard8 fhould . not have difdained to take every ftep which
might have undeceived the prejudiced people, and foftened
their irritated .minds.

This contemptuous behaviour, which was confidered as
the greateft outrage, and as the utmoft ftretch of tyranny,

Afove the people to defpair.  An infpllible way of acquir-
ing happinefs and tranquillity prefented itfelf to them.
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tcr had only to go acrofs the river to attain it, The
Englith government folicited them to accept an excellent
territory, together with every kind of encouragement for
the culture of it, and all the prerogatives of liberty ; but
they were attached to their country by a facred and belov-
ed tie. They chofe rather to petition the council, that
Ulloa fhould be obliged to retire ; and fince he had defer~
red till then to take poffeffion, that he fhould not be al-
lowed to do it, till the court of Verfailles had heard the
reprefentations of the colony. On the 28th Oétober 1766,
the tribunal pronounced the decree which was required,
and the Spaniards quietly reimbarked upon the frigate
which had brought them there. There was not the leaft
tumult, or indecent a& committed in New Orleans, dur-
ing the three days that this crifis lafted. When it was-at
an end, the inhabitants of the city, and thofe of Lower
Louifiana, who had united their refentments, in order to
bring about the revolution, re-affumed their laboars with
the comfortable hopes that their conduét would be approve
ed by the court of France.

The fuccefs did not anfwer their expeétation. The de-
puties of the colony did not arrive in Europe till fix weeks
after Ulloa ; and they found that the miniftry of Verfailles
were either exceedingly difpleafed with' what had paffed,
or at leaft affected to be fo.  Thefe difpofitions were open-
ly cenfured by the French nation, who confidered the co--
lonifts of Louifiana in no other light than as a generous fet
of ‘men, whofe only crime was an unlimited attachment to
their mother country, A clamour fo unanimous and fo
powerful was excited in their favour, that the government
could not decently refufe to fhew fome concern for thefe
unfortunate people. This tardy compaffion was of no ef-
fe&. The court of Madrid who had forefeen it, had cauf.
ed M. Orelly to fet out with fpeed for the ifland of Cuba.
From thence this commander took three thoufand meg of
regular troops or of militia, which he embarked upon
twenty-five tranfports ; and on the z§th of July 1769, he
hoifted his flag at the mouth of the Miffiflippi.

Upon this mtelligence, the minds of all men were in-
cenfed with inexpreffible rage againft a mother couhqg\
which made a free facrifice of an affeQionate colony, and\
againlt a power which pretended to reign over a people
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who reje@ed their inhuman yoke. Steps were taken to
prevent. the landing of the troops, and to burn the fhips
which conveyed them. Nothing was more eafy, if we may
credit thofe who were well acquainted with the fituation of
the place. The confequences of this bold refolution were
not fo dangerous as they might appear at firt fight. The
inhabitants of Louifiana might hope ‘to form an indepen~
dent republic. Should Spain and France attack them with
too great a force, they might put themfelves under the
prote&ion of England ; and fhould Great Britain find it-
felf in a fituation that would not allow her to grant them
her fupport, their laft refource would have been to pafs
over to the eaftern fhore of the river, with their flaves,
their flocks, and their moveables.

Terrible events were expected, when the promifes of the
Spanith general, the fupplications of Aubry, that weak
French commander, whofe imbecility had occafioned the
lofs of every thing, and the vehement fpeeches of an elo-
quent magiitrate, quieted the ferment. No man impeded
the progrefs of the fmall fleet which arrived before New
Orleans on the 17th] of Auguft. The next day all the
citizens were freed from the allegiance which they owed to
their firft country. Poffeffion was taken of the colony in
the name of its new mafter ; and the following days, thofe
of the inhabitants who confented to fubmit to the Caflilian
yoke took the oaths of allegiance.

Every thing was now completed, except revenge. Vic-
tims were required. Twelve were chofen out from among
the moft diftinguithed perfons in the army, the magiftracy,
and trade. Six of thefe generous men atoned with their
bloed for the confideration which they enjoyed. The
others, perhaps more unfortunate, were fent to languith
out their lives in the dungeons of the Havannah; and this
horrible tragedy was ordered by the Spanith miniftry,
while the French miniltry fhewed no indignation at it !

Ifhuman and cruel mafters, who will be inclined to be-
long to you 2§ Who will be tempted to be called your
fubje&@s? By whom will you ke }f)ervcd, fince you difpofe
of your colonifts, and cede them without their confent, in
oppofition to the laws of nature, and to the rights of man-
kifid, as you would difpofe of a herd of cattle? And if
- they had come out againit you, armed with torches in one
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hand, and daggers in the other; if they had burnt the
thips of the Spaniards; if they had affaffinated the perfon
who was charged with the orders of the court of Madrid ;
what mortal would be fo vile as to blame them for it?
Would the French government have had a right to be
offended at an infurre@ion, the violence of which would
cnly have been proportionate to the attachment profefled
for themfelves? Would not the Spanifh government have
received the chaftifement they deferved 2 But the colo-
nifts remained quiet ; they fubmitted with refignation to
the new yoke that was impofed. upon them; they ftifled
their inward murmurs, and took the oath of allegidnce that
was required of them. Barbarous, fanguinary, and per=
fidious, Spaniards{ they fwore to be faithful to you, and
at that very inftant you were marking out from among
them the firlt vi€tims of your authority. Stupid and bafe
colonilts, where do you conceal yourfelves? What out-
rages are you fubmitting to? Your friends, your rela-
tions, your chiefs, your defenders, the obje&s of your af-
fetion and of your veneration, are dragging to the fcaf-
fold, and are going to be plunged into abfcure dungeons;
and you remamn motionlefs! At what period then, and
for what reafon, will you expole yourfelves to death?
Learn, at leaft, to know the power under whole authority
you are to live. Vile rabble, come and learn the fate that
awaits you, by that of citizens who are better than your-
felves.

Thofe of the inhabitants who had been drawn to the co-
lony by the interefts of their commercial affairs, terrified
with thefe atrocious afs, carried their alivity elfewhere,
Defpair made feveral proprietors of rich plantations forfake
them. The remainder lived in mifery and oppreffion.
Thefe unfortunate people would have had no market for
their  productions, nor any means of procuring the com-
mon neceflaries of life, had it not been for fome clandef~
tine connetions which they carried on with the Englifh,
who trade on the Mifliffippi, one of the two fhores of
which they poffefs and enrich. Their deftiny muft in
time become rather lefs difagreeable, ‘becaufe the commu.
nication between Spain and her colonies is freed from man
fhackles, and-becaufe the French iflands have had the li-
berty granted them of obtaining from that great province,
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upon their own thips, wood, and fubfiftence. The court
of Madrid, however, hath fo many more impertant con-
cerns in the New Hemilphere, that it may be foretold
they will never attend ferioufly to the profperity of
Louifiana.

But:can the wretched fituation of thefe colonifts, who
have fuffered their fellow-citizens to be maflacred, excite
any great degree of compaffion? Is not their mifery a juft
punithment, which they have deferved ? Doth not their
confcience, that fevere judge of all our obligations, in-
ceflantly reproach them in the folowing terms : ¢¢ You had
 honeft and virtuous magiftrates, whofe care was employed
¢ all day in contributing to your happinefs, and in watch-
 ing over your fafety in the night, and over your interefts
* during the whole year: you had among you fellow-
% citizens, who loved and who fuecoured you; and mofl
¢ of them were attached to you by the moft facred ties.
< They were cither your fathers, yoar brothers, or your
¢ children ; and you have quietly fuffered them to be led
¢ to the fcaffold, or loaded with chains. You walk with
¢ unfeeling indifference over the ftones which they have
¢ ftained with their blood! You bow yourfelves down
¢¢ before their exccutioners, and obey their orders! Your
¢ cowardice muft be punithed with the coward’s fate;
¢ and the punithment muft ftill continue, till the exertions
¢ of a noble refentment fhall juftify you to yourfelves and
¢ to us.”’ ’

Let us now fee what has been the fate of Canada, which
hath likewife changed its mother country.

AT the peace of Utrecht, this valt State of Canada
country was in a ftate of weaknels at the peace of
and mifery not to be conceived. This Utrccﬁ ‘
was owing to the French who firft
came gthere, and who rather threw themfelves into this
country than fettled in it.” Moft of them had done no-
thing more than run about the woods; the more fenfible
among them had attempted fome cultures, but without
choice or plan. A picce of ground, hattily tilled and
builyipon, was as haftily-forfaken. The expences, hows
ever, the government had laid out, together with the pros
- fits Voi t};/c ur trade, afforded-at intervals to the inhabitants

ofl. V.
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a tolerable fubfiftence ; but a feries of unfortunate wars
foon deprived them of thefe advantages, In 1714, the
expprts from Canada did not exceed a hundred thoufand
crowns [12,500l.] This fum, added to 350,000 livres
[14,583l. 6s. 8d.] which the government fznt over every
year, was all the colony had to depend upon, for the pay-
ment of the goods they received from Europe. Aund,
indeed, thefe were fo few, that the generality were reduced
to wear fkins like the Indians. Such was the diftrefsful
fituation of the far greater part of twenty thoufand French
fuppofed to inhabit thefe immenle regions, 4

Population of Tae happy fpirit which at-that time
Lanada. _animated the feveral parts of the world

roufed Canada from that ftate of lethargy
in which it had fo long been plunged. It appears from
the eftimates taken in 1753 aud 1758, which were nearly
gqual, that the inhabitants amounted to 91,000 fouls, ex-
clufive of the regular troops, whole numbers varied accord-
ing to the different exigencies.of the gojony.

This calculation did not include the many allies dif-
perfed throughout an extent of 1,200 leagues in length,
and of confiderabie breadth, nor the 16,000 Indians, who
dwelt in the centre of the French fettlements, or in their
neighbourhood. None of thefe were ever confidered as
fubje&is, though they lived in the midft of a great Europ.
ean colony: the fmalleft clans ftill preferved their inde-
pendence.  All men talk of liberty, but the favage only
enjoys it. Not only the whole nation; but every individual,
is truly free. The confcioulnefs of his indcpendence in-
fluences all his thoughts and ations. He would enter the
palace of an Afiatic monarch in the fame manner as he
would the cottage of a peafant, and neither be dazzled
with his fplendour, nor awed by his power.. It is his own
fpecies, it is mankind, it is his equal, that he loves and
refpects; but he would hate a mafter, aud deftroy him.

ga'\rt of the French colony was centered in three cities.

uebec, the capital of Canada, is 1,500 leagues diftant
from France, and 120 leagues from the fea. It is built
in the form of an amphitheatre, on a peninfula, made by
the river St. Lawrence and the river St. Charles, and
commands a profpe@t over extenfive ficlds, which ferve to-
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enrich it, and over avery fafe road that will admit upwards
of two hundred thips. It is three miles in circumference.
Two thirds of this circuit are defended by the water and
the tocks, which are a better fecurity than the fortifications
ere@ed on the ramparts that divide the peninfula. The
houfes are tolerably well built. T'he inhabitants were
computed at about 10,000 at the beginning of the year
1759. This place was the centre of commerce, and. the
feat of government.

The city of the Trois Rivieres, built ten years later than
Quebec, and fituated thirty leagues higher, was raifed with
a view of encouraging the trade with the northern Indians.
But this fettlement, though promifing at firlt, never con-
tained more than 1,505 inhabitants, becaufe the fur trade
was {oon diverted from this market, and carried entirely to
Montreal.

Montreal is an ifland, ten leagues long, and almoft four
broad, formed by the river St. Lawrence, fixty leagues
above Quebec. It is the molt temperate, pleafant, and
fruitful, Ipot in all the country. A few huts thrown up
there as it were .by chance in 31640, were improved to a
regular built town, which contained four thoufand inhabit-
ants, At fult it lay expofed to the infults of the {avages ;
but was afterwards inclofed with flight pallifades, and then
with a wall, conftruétcd about fifteen feet high, with
battlements. It fell to decay, when the inroads of the
Iroquois obliged the French to ercét forts higher up the
country, to fecure the fur trade. .

The other colonifts, who were not contained within the
walls of .thefe threc cities, did not live in towns, but were
{cattered along the banks of the river St. Lawrence. None
were to be fcen near the mouth of that river, where the
foil is uneven and bafen, and where no corn will ripen.
The firft habitations to the fouth were built at fifty leagues,
and go the north at twenty leagues, bclow Quebec; they
were at a great diftance from each other, and their produce
was but indifferent. No very fertile fields were to be
found but in the ncighbourhood of :its capital, and they
improved as one -approached Montreal. Therc cannot be
a moie beautiful profpe& than the rich borders of that
long and broad canal. Detached woods adding beauty to
the.tops of the verdant mountains, meadows covered with
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flocks, fields crowned with ripening corn, fmall ftreams of
water flowing down to the river, churchi¢s and caftles feen
at intervals thirough the trees, exhibited a fucceflion of the
moft inchanting views. This interefting feeme did not
extend far beyond the river, and for the following reafon :
when the French misiftry underteok to form a fettlement
in Canada, they gave fome extent 10 thofe attive or unfor-
tunate men who were defirous of fettling there. But as
the cultom obferved at Paris, which ordains that all the
d¢fcendants of the head of a family fhall have an equal
fhare in the inheritance, was introduced in the colony at
the fame time, this domain was reduced to little or nothing
by a number of fhares which were divided among a long
feries of generations.

If the whole of the eftate had been fecured to the eldch
fon, as the public good required, the province wounld have
taken another turn. Thhe father, urged to economy and
Tabour by the defire of providing for his other children,
would have requived more lands, covered them with build-
ings, flocks, and cultures; and upon thefe plantations he
would have p)ace(f‘xie numerous pofterity.  The new pro.
prietors would in their tura have followed this proper ex-
ample of paternal affeCtion; and the whole colony would
in time have been entirely peopled and cultivated.

‘The advantages of this pelicy, which had efcaped the
attention of the court of Verfailles, were at length perceiv-
ed by theth in 1745. They forbade the further divifion of
any plantation which fhould not have an acre and a half in
front, and thirty or forty in depth. This regulation did
not remedy the mifchiefs. occafioned by two ages of igno-
rance ; but it but a Rop to an inconvenience, which in the
end muft have deftroyed the colony,

This plan of inequality in the fion of eftates will be
confrdered 'b{:h\: vilgar as a fyftem of inhumanity con-
trary to the laws of nature ; but can there be any forurda-
tion for fuch a reproach ? Can a man who hath ended his
cureer preferve any rights? Doth he not lofe them all
when he ceafes to breathe ? When the Almighty deprives
him of life, doth he not deprive him of every thing that
had any relation to it? Ought his laft will to have any
influence over the gederations which fucceed him?  Cer-
tainly not. As long as he lived, he hath enjoyed with
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reafon the lands which he cultivated. At bis death they
belong to the firlt perfon who fhall take pofleffion of them
and cultivate them, This is the law of nature. If another
order of things bath becn efltablified throughout slmeft
the whale of the globe, this is a neceffary confequenge of
focial inftieutions, . Thetr Jaws have derogated from thofe
of nature, ta.fecure tranquillity, to encourage induftry, and
to confirm liberty., ‘The government will have a right to
aét as they have done, when they fhall think it proper far
the intereils and for the common happinefs of the membeérs
of the community, and - coalequently in a more or lefs
favourable manner to ane individual or anothers  Among
the feveral poffible inftitutions refpeling the inheritanee of
the citizens after their deceafe, theve 18 one which wonld
perhaps meet with (ome approbation. This is, that the
eftates of the deccaled fhonld-return. to the mals of the
ublic funds, ta be employed firft towards the relief of the
indigent, and after that, to reftore perpetually & kind of
equality between the fortunes of individuals; when thefe
two important objets had been fulfilled, the reft thopid he
appropriated to the rewarding of virtue and the encourag~
ing of talents. S ;

Bat to return to Canada: there Nature herfelf direQed
the labours of the hufbandman, aud taught him that watery
and fandy grounds, and thofe where the pine, the fir-tree,
and the cedar, grew folitary, were unfavourable to agri-
culture ; but wherever he found a foil covered with maple,.
oak, beech, hornbeam, and fmall cherry, trees, he might
reafonably expe& an abundant crop of wheat, rye, maize,
barley, flax, hemp, tobacco, pulle, and pot-herbs, in great
plenty, and of all kinds,

Moft of the inhabitants had a fcore of theep, whofe wool
was very valuable to them ; ten or a dozen milch cows, and.
fivg, or fix oxen for the piough. The cattle were {mall,
but their flefh was exccllent; and thefe people lived much.
better than our country people do in Europe..

With this kind of afluence,. they could afford to keep
a number of horfes; which were not fine, but fit for
drudgery, and able to perform journeys of amazing length
upon the fnow. And indeed the colonifts took in.ch de-
light in increafing the breed of them, that in winter time
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they would feed them with the corn which they themfelves
wanted fometimes at another feafon.

Such was the fituation of the $3,0c0 French, difperfed
or colle&ed on the banks of the river St. Lawrence:
Above the head of the river, and in what is called the
UpPer Country, there were 8,000 more, who were rather
addi&ed to hunting and trade than to bufbandry.

" Their firft fettlement was Catarakui, or Fort Frontenao,.
‘built in 1671, at the entrance of the lake Ontario, to ftop
the inroads of the Englith and Iroquois. The bay of this.
place ferved as a harbour for the men of war and trading
veflels belonging to this great lake, which might with more
propriety be called a fea, and where florms are almoft as--
frequent and as dreadful as on the ocean.

DBetween the lakes Ontario and Erie, each of which
'meafures three hundred leagues in circumference, lies a
tra&t of land fourteen leagues in extent. This tra&t is
mterfected towards the middle by the famous fall of Nia~
gara, which from its height, breadth, and fhape, and from
the quantity and impetuofity of its waters, is juftly account-
ed the moft wonderful cataratt in the world. It was above
this grand and awful waterfall that France had ereéted forti-
fications, with a defign to prevent the Indians from carry-
ing their furs to the rival nation.

Beyond the lake Erie is an extent of land, diftinguifhed

by the name of the Streight, which exceeds all Canada
_for the mildnefs of the climate, the beauty and varicty of
“the landfcapes, the richnefs of the foil, and the profufion
of game and fith. Nature has lavithed all her bleflings
to enrich this beautiful fpot. But this was not the
motive that determined the French to fettle there in the
"beginning of the prefent century. It was the vicinity of
feveral Indian nations, who could fupply them with con-
.fiderable quantitics of furs; and, indeed, this tradg, in-
creafed very faft.

T {uccefs of this new fettlement proved fatal to the
poit of Michillimakinach, a hundred leagues further, be-
tween the lake Michigan, the lake Huron, and the lake
Superior, which are all three navigable. The greateft
part of the trade which uled to be carried on there with
the natives, was transferred to the Streight, where it con-
tinued.
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Befide the forts already mentioned, there were fome of
lefs note, built in different parts of the country, either
upon rivers, or at the apenings between the mountains ;
for the firlt fentiment whick intereft infpires is that of
miftruft, and its firft impulfe is that of attack or defeace.
Each of thefe forts was provided with a garrifon, which
defended the French who were fettled in the neighbour-
hood. There were in all cight thoufand fouls, who in-
habited the upper country.

Few of the colonifts had fuch manners  Manners of the
as it could have been wifhed they had French Cana-
had. Thofe whom rural labours fixed in  dians.
the country, allowed only a few moments
to the care of their flocks, and to other indifpenfable oc-
cupations, during the winter. The reft of the time was
palled in idlenefs, at public houfes, or in running along the
fnow in fledges, in imitation of the moft diftinguithed citi-
zens. When the return of the fpring called them out to
the neceffary labours of the field, they ploughed the ground
fuperficially without ever manuring it, fowed it carelefsly,
and then returned” to their former indolent manner of life
till harveft-time. In a couatry where the people were too
proud or too lazy to work by the day, every family was
obliged to gather in their own crops ;-and nothing was to
be {een of that fprightly joy, which on a-fine fummer’s day
enlivens the reapers, while they are gathering in their rich
harveft.

This amazing negligence might be owing te feveral
caufes. The exceffive cold in winter, which froze up the
rivers, totally put a ftop to the exertions of the inhabit-
ants.  They contratted fuch a-habit of idlenefs during the
continuance of the fevere weather for eight months fuc--
ceflively, that labour appeared infupportable to them even
in $he fineft weather. ~ The numerous feftivals prefcribed
by their religion, which owed its increafe to their eftablith.
ment, prevented the firft exertion, as well as they inter-
rupted the progrefs of induftry. Men are ready enough to
comply with that {pecies of devetion that flatters their in-:
dolence. Laftly, a paffion for war, which had been pur«
pofely encouraged among thefe bold and courageous men,.
made them averfe from the labours of hufbandry, Their

K4



-

224 HISTORY-OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Biok X77.

minds were fo entirely captivated with military glory, that
they thought only of war, though they engaged in it with-
out pay. ’

The inhabitants of the cities, efpecially of the capital,
fpent the winter, as well as the fummer, in a conftant [cene
of diffipation. They were alike infenfible to the beauties
of nature and to the pleafures of imagination ; they had no
tatte for arts or fciences, for reading or inftruction. Their
only paflion was amufement 3 and perfons of all ages were
fond of dancing at affemblies. This manner of life con-
fiderably increafed the influence of the women, who were
pofleffed of every attraétion, except thofe foft emotions of
the foul, which alone conilitute the merit and the charm
of beauty. Lively, gay, and addi¢ted to coquetry and
gallantry, they were more fond of infpiring than feeling
the tender paflions. There appeared in both fexes a
greater degree of devotion than virtue, more religion than
probity, a higher fenfe of honour than real honefty.
Superitition took place of morality, which will always be
the cale, wherever men are taught to bclieve that cere-
monies will compenfate for good works, and that erimes
are expiated by prayers.

Farm of govern- IpLENEss, prejudice, and levity, would
ment eftablifhed  never have gained fuch an afcendant in
in Canada. Canada, had the government been care-

ful to turn the attention of the people to
lating and ufeful obje&s. But all the colonifts were re-
quired to pay an implicit obtdience to a mere military au-
thority. 'They were unacquainted with the flow and fure
procels of laws. The will of the chief, or of his delegates,
was an oracle, which they were not even at liberty to inter-
pret ; an awful decree, which they were to fubmit to with-
out examination. Delays and reprefentations were fo
many crimes in the eyes of a defpotic ruler, who ‘nad
ufurped a power of punifhing or abfolving merely by his
word. He had the authority of difpenfing ail favours and
penalties, rewards and punithments ; the right of imprifon-
ing without the fhadow of a crime, and the ftill more for-
midable right of enforcing a reverence for his decrees as fo
wany aéls of juftice, though they were but the irregular
fallies of his own caprice.
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In early times, this unlimited powcr wag not exercifed
in matters of military difcipline and politial adminiftration
only, but extended even to ciyil jurifdittion. The go-
vernor decided abfolutely, and without appeal, all diéer-
ences arifing between the colonilts. Thele contefts were
fortunately very rare, in a country where all things might
almoft be {aid to be in common. This dangerous autharity
fubfitted till 1663, at which period a tribunal was erefled
in the capital for the definitive trial of all caulzs depending
throughout the colony. The cultom of Paris, modified
in conformity to local circumitances, formed the code of
their laws. : : . :

This code was not mutilated oy disligured by a mixture
of revenue laws. The admmiftration of the finances in
Canada only required a few fines of alienation, a trifling
contribution from the inhabitauts of Quebec -and Montreal.
towards maintaining the fortifications, and fome duties upon
all goods imparted and cxparted. Thele feveral articles
-uttired brought no more than 260,200 livres [10,841).'13s.
4.7 iuto the treafury, in the melt flourithing’ times of the
colony. .

'l'h); lands were not taxed by govermment, but were
burthened with other charges. At the firit effablithment
of the colony, the king rewarded his officers, eivil and
military, and others of his fubje@s whom he wifhed to re~
munerate or to enrich, with grants of land, from twe te fix
leagnes fquarc.. Thefe great proprietors, who were men
of moderate fortunes, and unfkilled in agriculture, were
unable to- manage fuch vaft eftates, and were therefore
under a neceflity of nraking over their lands to wveteran
foldiers, or to the colohifts, for 2  perpetual annaity.

Each of thefe vaffals was commonly allowed ninety
acres of land, and engaged to pay annuaily to the lord of
the manor one or two f{ols [a halfpenny or a penny] per
acr®, and a' meafurt of corn for the entire grant. ﬁle
likewife engaged-to wotk in the lord’s mill, and to cede
to him, for the miller’s faed, the fourtecnth past of the
flour ; he alfo engaged to pay one twelfth for the fines nf
alienation,  and remained fubject to the lord’s right of re-
purchafe. e

There bave been writers who have applauded, with ene
thufiafm, a fyflem which appeared proper to confirm’ onder
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and fubordination. But was not this introducing into
Anmerica the image of the feudal government which for fo
long a time had occafioned the ruin of Europe? Was jt
not giving fubfiftence to a great number of idle perfons,
at the expence of the only clafs of citizens with which an
infant ftate ought to be peopled? The burthen of an an-
nuitant nobility was ftill increafed to thefe ufeful colonifts,
by the additional weight of the exaétions of the clergy.
T'his 1apacious body obtained of the miniftry, in 1663,
that they fhould receive ¢ the thirteenth part of all that the
¢ {oil fhould produce by the labour of mas, and of all that
¢ it fhould produce {pontaneoufly.” ‘This intolerable vex~
ation, it a country which was not yet well fettled, had
lafted four years, when the fupreme council of Quebec
took upon themfelves, in 1667, to reduce the tithes to a
twenty-fixth ; and an edi& of 1769 confirmed this-regula-
tion, which was ftill teo favourable to the priefts.

So many impediments previoufly oppofed to the pro-
grefs of agriculture,  difabled the colony from paying for
the neceffaries that came from the mother country. The
French miniftry were at laft fo fully convinced of this
truth, that, after having always obilinately oppofed the
eftablithment of manufattures in America, they thought it
their intereft even to promote them in 1706. But thofe
late encouragements had very little effe@ ; and the united
induftry of the colonifts could never produce more than a
few coarfe linens, and fome very bad woollens.

The fifheries were not much more attended to than the
manufa@ures, The only one that could become an obje&
of exportation was that of the feal. This animal has been
ranked in the clafs of fith, though he be not dumb; he is
always produced on land, and lives more on dry ground
than in the water. Iis head is fomewhat like that of a
maftiff. He has four paws, which are very fhort, efpe-
cially the hinder ones, which ferve him rather to crawl
than to walk upon. They are fhaped like fins, but the
fore.feet have claws. His fkin is hard, and covered with
fhort hair. He is at firft white, but turns fandy or black
-as he Frows up. Sometimes he is of all thefe three differ-
ent colours.

-- . There are two different kinds of feals. The larger one
fometimes weighs two thoufand pounds, and feems to have
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a fharper fnout than the others. The fnall ones, whofe
fkin is commonly marbled, are ative, and more dexterous
in extricating themfelves out of the {nares that are laid for
them. The Indians have the art of taming them fo far as-
-to make them follow them. :

They couple upon the rocks, and fometimes on the ice ;
and it 18 there alfo that the dams bring forth their young.
They commonly bear two ;. and they ufually fuckle them
in the water, but more frequently on land.. When they"
want to teach them to fwim, it is faid they carry them
upon their backs, drop them now and then into the water,
then take them up again, and proceed in this manner till
they are firong enough to [wim of themfelves, Molt little
bitds flutter about from fpray to {pray, before they venture -
to fly abroad ; the eagle carries her young, to train them
up to encounter the boifterous winds ; it 15 not, theretore,
furprifing that the feal, produced on land, fhould ufe her
litile ones to live under water.

"T'his amphibious animal is fithed for only on the Labra- -
dor coalt. The Canadians go to this frozen and almoft
uninhabitable coaft towards the middle of Oétober, and:
semain there till the beginning of June. They place their
ncts between the continent and a few fmall .iflands at a-
Jittle diftance. The feals, who commonly come: in fholes -
from the caft, attempt to pafs thofe kinds of ftraits, and
are caught. When theyare conveyed to land, they remain-
frozen there till the month of May.. They are then thrown
into hot kettles, from whence their oil flows into another
vellel, where it cools.- Seven or eight of thefe animals
yield a hogfhead of oil.-

The fkin of the feal was formerly ufed for muffs, but
afterwards. to cover trunks, and to make fhoes and boots.
When it- is- well tanned, the grain is not unlike that of
Morocco leather.. If it be not quite {o fine, it preferves,
hewever,.its colourlonger.

The flelh.of the feal is generally alfowed to be good,
but it turns to better account when boiled down to oil.
This oil‘keePs clear.for a long time, has no bad fmell, and.
leaves no fediment.. It is- uled for burning, and dreffing *
leather. . . '

Five orfix fmall fhips were fitted out yearly from Canada
for the feal filhery, and. one or two lefs for the Caribbec

K6
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iflands, It received from the iflands nime or ten veflels
laden with rum, molaffes, coffce, and fugar; and from
France about thirty fhips, the lading of which tegether
might amount to nine thoufand toas.

%n the interval between the twu laft wars, which was
the moft flourithing period of the colony, the exports did
not exceed 1,200,000 livres [50,0cel.] in furs, 8oo,000
[33:333) 68. 8d.] in beaver, 250,0co [10,416L 135, 4d.]
in leal oil, the fame in flour and peas, and 150,000 livres
[6,2501.] in wood of all kinds. Thefe feveral articles put
together amounted only to 2,650,000 livres {110,416}
13¢. 44.7 a year; a fum fufficieut to pay for the commo-
dities fent from the mother country. The government
made up the deficiency.

Taxes kevied i Wuen the French were firft in pof-
Canada. " {eflion of Canada, they had very lhittle

fpecie.  The fmall quantity that wag
brought in from time to time by the new fettders, did not
continue in the country, becaufe the neceffitous ftate of the
colony foon occafioned it to return. This was a great
obftaele to the progrefs of commerce and agriculture.  In
1670 the court of Verfailles coined a particular fort of
money for the ufe of all the French fettlements in Ame-
vica, and fet 2 nominal value upon it, one fourth above the
current coin of the mother counsry, But this expedicnt
was not produélive of the advantages that were expeéted,
at lealt with regard to New France. They therefore con-
trived to fubltitute paper-currency inftead of metal, for
the payment of the troops, and other expences of govern-
ment. This fucceeded till the year 17513, when the en-
gagements that had been made with the adminiftrators of
the colony were not faithfully obferved. Their bills of
exchange drawn upon the trealury of the mother country
were not honoured, and from that time fell into difcredit.
They were at laft paid off in 1720 with the lols of five
eighths.

This event occafioned the revival of the ufe of fpecie in
Canada: but this expedient lafted only twe yeare. The
merchants found it troublefome, chargeable, and hazard-
‘ous, to fend money to France, and-fo. did all the colonifts
who had any remittances to make; fo that they were
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the firft to folicit the re-eftablithment of paper currency.
This confilted of cards, on which were ftamped the arms
of France and Navarre, and they were figned by the
governor, the intendant, and the camptroller,  They were
of twenty-four [1L] twelve [10s.] fix [56.] and three
livres [2s. 6d.7; and of thirty [1e. 3d.] fifteen [74d.]
-and feven fols and a half [33d.] The value of the whole
number that was made out, did not exceed a million of
livres [41,666l 138, 4d.]7 When this fum was not fuf-
ficient for the public exigencies, the deficiency was made
up by orders figned only by the intendant. This was the
firlt abufe; but one of ftill greater confequence was, that
their number was unlimited. The {mallelt were of twenty
fols [10d.] and the higheft of a hundred livres [4l. 3s. 4d.]-
Thefe different papers circulated in the colony, and fup-
plied the want ofp fpecie till the month of O&ober. This
was the lateft feafon for the fhips to fail from Canada.
Then all this paper-currency was turned into bills of ex-
change, payable in France by the government, which was
fuppofed to have made ufe of the value. But they were
fo ‘multiplied by the year 1754, that the royal treafury
could no longer anfwer fuch large demands, and was forced
to protralt the payment. An uafortunate war that broke
out two years after, fo mcreafed their number, that at laft
they were prohibited. This prefently raifed the price of
all commodities to an immoderate degree ; and as, on ac-
count of the enormous expences of the war, the king was
the chief confumer, he alone bore the lofs arifing from
the difcarded paper, and from the dearnefs of the goods.
En 1759, the miniftry were obliged to ftop payment
of the Canada bills, till their origin and their real value
could be traced. They amouated to an alarming num-
ber. : ‘

The annual expences of government for Canada, which
-in®729 did not exceed 400,000 livres {16,666l 13s. 4d.]
and before 1749 never were grester than 1,7¢0,000
F71,833l. 65. 8d.] were immen{c after that period. The
year 1750 coft 2,100,c00 {87,500LT; the year 1751
1,700,000 f[112,500l.]; the year 1752, 4,090,000
{170,416 ¥38: 2d.7; the year 153, §,300,600 [zzéﬁ} 12
6s.8d.7; the year 1754, 4.450,000 [185,416L 138, 4d.];
the year 1755, 6,100,000 [254,168). 138, 4d.] 5 the
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year 1756, 11,300,000 [470,833l 6s. 8d.]; the year
1757, 19,250,000 [802,083l 6s. 8d.] ; the year 1758,
27,900,000 [1,162,500.] ; the year 1959, 26,000,000
[1,083,333l. 6s. 8d.] ; the firft eight months of the year
1760, 13,500,000 [562,500l.] Of thele prodigious {ums
80,000,000 [3,333,3381: 63. 8d.]. were due at the peace.
This infamous debt was traced up to its origin, The

malverfations were horrid.  Some perfons, who had become
delinquents from thé abufe of the unlimited power which
government had granted them, were degraded,. banifhed,
and ftripped of part of their plunder. Others, not lefs
guilty, by diftributing. their gold with a lavifh hand, ef-
caped reftitution and infamy,.and infolently enjoyed the
fortune they had acquired by fuch criminal means. The
bills of exchange were reduced to one half,.and the oiders
to a fourth part of their value. They were both paid in
bonds bearing four per cent. intereft, which fell into the
greatelt difcredit.

. In the debt of eighty millions [3,333,333) 6s. 84.], the
Canadians were holders of thirty-four milhons [1,416,6661.
138. 4d.] in orders, and feven millions [29§,666l. 133 4d.]
in bills of exchange. Their paper was fubjected to the ge-
neral regulation : but Great Britain, whole fubjeéis they
were become, obtained for them an indemnity of three mil.
lions [125,400l.] in bonds, and fix hundred thoufand livres
[250,000L] in fpecie ; fo that they received fifty-five per
cent. upon their bills of exchange, and thirty-four per cent.
upon their. orders..

Adwantages Ir Canada did not defervethefe facrifices
awhich France  from the mother country, it was the fault
might have de-  of the power that gave laws toit. Na-
rived from Ca- ture had made this country proper for the
wada. prodution of all kinds of grain, which-

.7 are here of a fuperior quality, and liable
te few aecidents, becaufe when fown in. May, they are ga-
thered before the end of Auguft. The wants of the Ame-
rican iflands, and-of part of Kurope, fequre the fale of
them at an advantageous price.. Neverthelefs, no more
wheat was ever cultivated than what was neceffary for the
¢olonifts, who were even fometimes reduced to the necefli-
ty of drawing their. fubfiftence from foreiga markets.
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1f hufbandry had been encouraged and extended, the
breed of cattle would have increaled.  There is fuch-
plenty of pafture ground and of acorns, that the colonies
might eafily have bred oxen and hogs enough to fupply
the French iflands with beef and pork, without having re-
courfe to Irith beef. Poflibly, thefe cattle might in time
have increafed fufficiently to furnith the traders of the
mother country.

-The fame advantages could not have been obtained from
their theep, even if the rigour of the climate had not fet
an invincible obftacle to their multiplication, Their fleece,
which muft always be coarfe, can only be ufefully employ-
ed in the colony itfelf, for ftuffs of a more or lefs ordinary
kind. -

The fame thing cannot be faid of the ginfeng. This
plant, which the Chinefe procure from the Corea, or from
Tartary, and which they buy at the weight of gold, was
found in 1720 by the jefuit Lafitau, in the forefts of Canae
da, where it grows very common. R was foon carried to
Canton, where it was much efteemed, and fold at an ex«
travagant price. The ginfeng, which at firft fold at Que-
bec for thirty or forty fols [about 15, 6d. on an average] a-
pound, rofe to twenty-five livres [11. 10d.] In 1752, the
Canadians exported this plant to the value of §00,0c0 livres
[20,833L 6s. 8d.] There was fuch a demand for it, that
they were induced to gather in May what ought not to
have been gathered till September, and to dry in the oven
what fhould have been dried gradually in the thade. This
fpoilt the fale of the ginfeng of Canada, in the only coun-
try in the world where it could find a market ; and the co.
lonifts were feverely Funifhed for their exceffive rapaciouf-
nefs, by the total lofs of a branch of commerce, which, if
rightly managed, might have proved a fource of opulence.
Aumnother, and a farer.plan for the encouragement of in-
duffry, was the working of the iron miaes which abound
in thofe parts. Mr. Dantic bath laboured for a long time
1o difcover a certain method of clafling all the kinds of iron
that are known. After a great number of experiments,
the detail of which would be improper here, he hath found
that the iron of Styria was the beft. The fecond beft is
the iron of North America, of Danemarain Sweden, of
Spain, of Bayonne, of Rouffillon, of the country of Foix,
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of Berri, of Thierache, and of Sweden, the common iron
of France, and laftly, that of Siberia. If this be really
the cafe, what advantage might not the court of Verfail-
les have derived from the mine which was difcovered at the
Trois Rivieres, which is exceedingly abundant, and near
the furface of the earth ? At firlk it was only carclefsly and
improperly worked ; but thefe labours were increafed and
improved by a black{mith arrived from Europe in 1739.
The colony made ufe of no other iron than this; fome fpe-
cimens of 1t*were even exported, but there the matter reft-
ed. This negligence was the more inexcufable, as at this
period the refolution had been taken, after much hefitation,
to form a naval fettlement in Canada.

The firit Europeans who landed on that vaft regios,
found it entirely covered with foretts. The principal trees
were oaks of prodigious height, and pines of all {izes.
Thefe woode, when felled, might have been conveyed with
eafe down the river St. Lawrence, and the numberlels
rvivers that fall into it. By an unaccountable fatality, all
thele treafures were overlooked or defpifed. At length the
attention of the court of Verfailles was turned towards
them ; and fome docks were conftruéted by their orders
at Quebec, for building men of war: but this bufinefs was,
unfortunately, trutted to agents, who had nothing in view
but their own private intereft.

The timber fhould have been felled upon the hills, where
the cold air hardens the wood by contra&ing its fibres :
shereas it was conftantly taken from marthy grounds, and
from the banks of the rivers, where the moilture gives it o
looferand a richer texture. Initead of conveying it in barges,
they floated it down on rafts to-the place of its deftination,
where, being forgotten and left in the. water, it gathered
a kind of mofs that rotted it. . Iaftead of being put under
theds when it was landed, it was jeft expafed to the {un in
{fummer, to the fuow in winter, and ro the tains in ffRing
and autumn. It was thes conveyed into the dock-yayds,
where it again {afltained the inclemency af the fealoos for
two or three years. Negligence -ar difbonefty enhanced
the price ofevery thing to fuch a.degree, that lails, ropes,
pitch and tar, were imported from g::ope inwa.a conotry,
which, with a. lictle duftry, might have fupplied the
whole kingdom of France with dll thefe mutérials.. This
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bad management had brought the woed of Canada entirely
into difrepute, and effeCtually ruined the refources which
that country afforded for the navy. ,

The colony furnifhed the manufaélures of the mother
country with a branch of trade that might almoft be called
an exclufive one, which was the preparation of the beaver.
This commodity at- firft was fubjeted to the oppreflive re-
ftraints of monopoly. The India company could not but
make an ill ufe of their privilege, and really did fo. What
they bought of the Indians was chiefly paid fo?in Lnglith
fearlet cloths, which thofe people were wery fond of wear-
ing. But as they could make twenty-five or thirty per
eent. more of their commodities in the Englith fettlements
shan the company chofe to give, they carried thither all
they could conceal from the fearch of the company’s
agents, and exchanged their beaver for Englith cloth and
India calico. Thus did France by the abule of an infli-
tution which fhe was by no means obliged to maintaiv, de-
prive herlelf of the double advantage of furnithing mate-
vials to fome of her own manufatures, and of fecuring a
market for the produce of others. She was equally ignor-
ant of the facility of eftablithing a whale fithery in Canada,

The chief fources of this fithery are Davis’s ftraits and'
Greenland,  Fifty thips come every year into the former
of thele latitudes, and a hundred and fifty into the latter.
The Dutch are coucerned in more than three fourths of
them. The reft are fitted out from Bremen, Hamburgh,
and England. It is computed that the whale expence of
fitting out 200 (hips of 350 tons burthen, upon an average,
mult amount to 10,0¢0,c00 of livies [416,6661. rgs. 4d.]
"I'he ufual produce of each is rated at 80,cc0 livres [3,3331.
6s. 8d.] and confequently the whole amount of the fithery
cannat be lefs than 3,2c0,000 livres [1,333,333L 6s. 8d.]
If we deduét from this the profits of the leamen whe are
employed in thefe hard and dangerous voyages, very little
remains for the merchants concerned in this trade.

Thefe circumftances have by degrees difgufted the Bif.
cayans of a trade, in which they were the firft adventurers.
Other Frenchmen have not been induced to take it up, in-
fomuch shat the whale fifhery has been totally abandoned
by that nation, which of all others confumed the greateit
quantity of blubber, whale-bone, and fpermaceti.

1
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It was an ealy matter to take it up again in the galt of

St. Lawrence, and even at- the mouth of the Saguenay,
which is clofe to the excellent port of Tadouffac. It s
even affirmed, that it hath Been tried'on the firft arrival of
the French-in Canada, and that it hath been interrupted
for no other reafon than becaufe the profits of the fur-tradé
were more eafy and more rapid, It is, however, certain,
that the-fithery in"the river St. Lawrence wonld have been
attended: with lefs danger and lefs expence,- than at Davis’s
ftraits or Gheenland: It hath ever been-the fate of this co-
lony, that the beft {chemes with'regard to it have not been
purfued with perfeverance; and that: in particular the go-
vernmeat have never- don¢ any thing for the encouragement
of the whale fithery, which-might have proved anexcellent -
nurfery for feamen, aud given to-France a new branch of
commerce.-
- The fame indifference hath been- carried ftill further.-
The cod fifli frequent particularly the river St. Lawrence;
a8 high up as at the diltance of fourfcore leagues from the
fea. They may be caught as they pafs over this vaft fpace.
It would, however, be advantageous to eftablith a fettled
fithery at the harbour of Mont Louis, fituated:at the mouth
of a pleafant river, which can receive veffels of one hundred
tons burthen, and which fhelters them from every kind of
danger.. The fifh is more plentiful there than anywhere
elfe. Every convenience rcquired for drying the fifh is
found upon the fhores ;-and the neighbouring lands are very
proper for pafture grounds or culture. Every circumftance
duces us to- believe that a.colony would profper in that
fituation: This was the opinion 1n $697.; and an affocia-
tion was-formed at this period to begin this undertaking,
by the attention of Riverin, an aftive and intelligent mans
Numberlefs obftacles occafioned the failure of this projeét,
which hath been fince reflumed, but very carelefsly execut-
ed.. This was a. great misfortune for Canada, which, “had
it been remarkable for any fuccefs of this kind, would there.
by have greatly extended.its conneftions with Europe and
with the WelteIndies.

Every circumftance, therefore, confpired to promote the
profperity of the fettlements in Canada, if they. had been
affilted by the men who feemed to be moft interefted in
them. DBut whence could proceed that inconceivable want
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of induftry, which fuffered them to remain in the fame
wretched ftate they were in at firft > :

It muft be cenfeffed, that the narure  Difficulies en:
of the climate prefented fome obftacles to. countered by
the efforts of policy. The river St. Law-  Francebeforede-
rence ig- frozen up for fix months in the rivingadvamtage

ear. At other times it is not navigable from Canada..

night, on account of thick fogs, ra- ‘

id currents, fand banks, and concealed rocks, which make
1t even dangerous by day-light. From Quebec to Montreal,
the river is only praéticable for veflels of three hondred
tons burthen, and even thefe are frequently impeded by
terrible winds,, which detain' them a fortnight or three
weeks in this fhort paffage. From Montreal to the lake
Ontario, traders meet with no: lefs than fix water~falls,
which oblige them to unload their canoes, and to convey
them and their lading a confiderable way by land:

. Far from encouraging men to-furmount the difficulties
of natare, a mifinformed government planned none but
ruinous {chemes. 'To gain the advantage over the Englith
m the fur-trade, they. ere@ed’ three-and-thirty forts, at a
great diftance from each other.- The building-and vittual-
Hing of them diverted tha Canadians from the only labours
that ought to have engrofled their attention. This error
engaged them in-an arguous and perilous track..

It was not without fome uneafinefs that the Indians faw
the formation of thefe fettlements, which might endanger
their liberty. Their fufpicions induced them to take up
-arms, fo that the colony was feldom free from war. Ne-
-ceflity made all the Canadians foldiers. Their manly and
military education rendered them hardy from.their youth,
and fearlefs of danger. Before they had arrived to the age
of manhood, they would traverfe a valt continent in the
fummer-time in canoes, and in winter on foot, through ice
and fnow. Having nothing but their gun to procure {ub-
fittence with, they were in continual danger of flarving ;
but they were under no apprehenfion, not even of fallin
into the hands of the favages, who had exerted all the eg
forts of their imagination in inventing tortures for. their
enemies, far worfe than death,
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The fedentary artsof peace, and the confiant lahaurs of
agriculture, could have na attraétion for men accuftomed
to an aftive but wandering life. The court, which form
no idea of tha (weeta or the whility of rura] life, ingreafed
the averfion which the. Canadiane had conceived for it, by
beftewing all their favours and honours upen military ex.
ploits alone.  The diflin&ion that wag chiefly lavithed was
that of nobility, which was attended with the molt fatal
confequences. It not only plunged the Canadiaos ia idle-
nefs, but ato inlpired them with an uncanquirable pafion
for every thing that was (plendid. Profits which onght to -
have lzen kept facred for the imprevement of the lands
were laid qut in ornament, and a real poverty wag concealr
ed under the trappings of deltruétive lusury.

Origin of the Sucu was the flate of the celony in
awars between 1747, when La Galiffaniere was appoint-
the Englifb and  ed governor. He was a waa neflclled of
the French in very extenfive knowledge, active and re-
€anada. folute, aml of a.courage the more feady, as

it was the effcét of reafon. The Englith
wanted to extend the limits of Mova Scotia, or Acadia, as
far as the fouth fide of the river 5t. Lawrence. He thought
this an unjuft claim, and was dstermined to confine them
within the peninfida, which he apprehended to be the
boundary fettled eden by treaties, ‘Their ambition of en-
croaching on the inland parts, particularly towards the
Ohio, or Fair siver, he likewife thought unreafonable.
He was of opinion that the Apalachian mountains ought
to be the limits of the#r pofleflions, and was fully determin-
ed they fhould not pals them. His fucceflor, who was ap-
pointed while he was preparing the means of accomplifhing
this vaft defign, entered into his views with all the warmth
they deferved. Numbers of forts were immediately erected
on all fides, to fupport the fyftem which the court had
adopted, perhaps without forefeeing, or at lealt without
fufficiently attending to, the confequences.

At this period began thofe holtilitics between the Eng-
lith and the French in North America, which were rather
countenanced than opeuly avowed by the refpective mother
countries. This clandeftine mode of carrying on the war was
perfeétly agrecable to the miniltry at Verfailles, as it afford-



Bosh X727, IN THE EAST AND WEST SNDIES. 239

ed an opportunity of recovering by degrees, and withount-ex.
pofing their weaknefs, what they had loft by treaties, at 2
time when the enemy had impofed their own terms. Thefe
repeated checks at laft opened the eyes of Great Britain,
and difclofed the political defigns of her rival.  George 11
‘thought that a clandeftine war was inconfiftent with the
fuperiority of his maritime forces. His fhips were ordered
to attack thofe of the French in all parts of the world.
The Englith accordingly took or difperfed all the French
thips they met with, and in 1758 fteered towards Cape-
Breton.

Turs ifland, the key of Canada, had Congueft of
already been attacked in 1745 ; and the Cape-Breton by
event is of fo fingular a nature, that it #he Englifb.
deferves a particular detail. The plan of
this firt invafion was laid at Bofton, and New England
bore the expence of it. A merchant, named Pepperel,
who had excited, encouraged, and dire@ted, the enthufi-
afm of the colony, was intruited with the command of an
army of 6,000 men, which had been levied for this expe-
dition.

Though thefe forces, convoyed by a fquadron from Ja-
maica, brought the firft news to Cape-Breton of the dans
ger that threatened it ; though the advantage of a furprile
would have fecured the landing without oppofition ; though
they had but 600 regular troops to encounter, and 800 in-
habitants Laftily armed, the fuccels of the undertaking was
ftill precarious. What great exploits, indeed, could be
expected frem a militia fuddenly affembled, who had never
feen a fiege or faced an enemy, and were to a& under the
dire&ion of fea-officers only ? "Thefe unexperienced troops
flood in need of the affitance of fome fortunate incident,
which they were indeed favoured with in a fingalar man-
ner. o

T'he conftruétion and repairs of the fortifications had al-
ways been left to the care of the garrifon of Louifburg,
The foldiers were eaget of being employed in thefe works,
which they confidered a&s conducive to their fafety, and as
the means of procuring thém a comfortable fubfiftence.
Whien they found that thofe Who' Were ‘to have paid them
appropriated to themfelves the profit-of their Jabours, they
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demranded juftice. It was denied them; and they de-
termined to affert their right.  As thele depredations had
been fhared between the chief perfons of the colony and the
fubaltern officers, the foldiers could obtain no redrefs.
Their indignation againft thefe rapacious extortioners rofe
to {uch a height, that they difpifed all authority. They
had lived in open rebellion for {ix months, when the Eng-
lifh appeared before the place.

"T'his was the time to conciliate the minds of both parties,
and to unite in the common.caufe. The [oldiers made the
firlt advances ; but their commanders miftrufted a generof-
ty of which they themfelves were incapable. Had thefe
mean oppreflors conceived it poflible that the foldiers could
have entertained fuch elevated notions as to facrifice their
own refentment to the good of their country, they would
have taken advantage of this difpofition, and have fallen
upon the enemy while they were forming their camp, and
beginning to open their trenches.  Befiegers, unacquaint.
ed with the principles of the art-of war, would have been
difconcerted, by regular and vigorous attacks. The firft
checks might have been fufficient to difcourage them, and
to make them relinquith the undertaking. But it was firm-
ly believed that the foldiers were only defirous of fallying
out, tkat they might have an opportunity of delerting ;
and their own officers kept them in a manner prifoners, nll
a defence fo ill managed had reduced them to the neceflity
of capitulating. The whole ifland fhared the fate of Louwif-
burg, its only bulwark. ’

This valuable pofleflion, reftored to France by the treaty
of Aix la Chapelle, was again attacked by the Englith in
1758,  On the 2d of June, aflect of twenty-three (%lips of
the line and cighteen frigates, carrying 16,000 well difcip-
lined troaps, anchored in. Gabarus bay, within half a
league of Louifburg. As it was evident that it would be
to no purpofe to land at a greater diftance, becanfe it
would be impoffible to bring up the artillery and other ne-
ccffaries for a confiderable %cgc. it had been attempted to
render the landing imprafticable near the town. In the
prudent precautions that had been taken, they befiegers faw
the dangers and difficulties they had to expedt; but far
from being deterred by. them, they had recourfe to ftrata-
gem ; and while by extending their line they threatened
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and commaunded the whale coaft, they landed by force.of
arms at-the creck of Cormoran, :

This place was naturally weak. The French had forti- .
fied it with a good parapet planted with cannon. Behind
this rampart they had pofted 2,coo excellent foldiers, and
fome Indians. In front they had made fuch a.clofe hedge
with branches of trees, that would have been wery difficult
to penetrate, even if it had not been defended.  This kind
of pallifade, which concealed all the preparations for de-
fence, appeared at a diftance to be nothing more than a
verdant plain. ,

Phis would have preflerved the colony, hud the aflailants
been fuffered to complete their landing, and to advance,
with the confidence that they had but few obftacles to fui-
mount. Had this been the cafe, .overpowered at once by
the fire of the artillery and the fmall arms, they would in~
fallitly have perithed on the fhere, or in the hurry of em-
barking, efpecially as the fea was jult then very rough.
This wnexpected lofs might have interrupted the whole
project. )

But all the prudent precautions -that had been taken,
were rendered abortive by the imj.ctuofity of the French.
The Englith had fcarce. begun to mave towards the fhore,
when their enemies haftened to difcover the {nare they had
laid for them. Dy the britk and hafty fire that was aimed
at their boats, and flill more by the premature removal of
the boughs that-mafked the forces, .which it was fo much
the intereft.of the Fremch to conceal, they guefled at the
danger thei\; were going to rufh into. They immediately
turned back, and faw no other place to effe& their land-
ing upon-but a rock, which had been always deemed in-
acceflible.  General Wolfe, though much taken up in re-
imbarking his troops, and fending off the baats, gave the
fignal to Major Scot to repair thither.

The officer immediately removed to the fpot with his
men. His own boat coming up firft, and finking at the
very inftant he was flepping out, he climbed up the rock
alone.  He was in hopes o% meceting with a hundred of his
men, who had -been fent: thither fome hours before. He
found only ten. With thefe few, however, he gained the
fummit of the rock. Ten Indians and fisty Frenchmen
killed two of his men, and mortally wounded three. In
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fpite of his weaknefs, he ftood his. ground under cover of
a thicket, till his brave countrymen, regardlefs of the boif-
terous waves and the fire of the cannen, came up to him,
and put him in full poffeffion of that important poft, the
only one that could fecure theirlanding. )

The French, as foon as they faw that the enemy had
gota firm footing on land, betook themfelves to thefonly
vemaining refuge, and fhut themfelves up in Louifburg.
The fortifications were in a bad condition, becaufe the fea-
fand, which they had been obliged to ufe, is by no means
fit for works of mafonry. .The revetements of the feveral
curtains were entirely crumbled away. There was only
one cafement, and a {mall magazine, that were bomb-

roof. The garrifon which was to defend the place con-
fifted only of 2,9co men.

Notwithftanding all thefe difadvantages, the befieged
were determined to make an obflinate refiftance. While
they were employed in defending themfelves with fo much
firmnefs, the fuccours they expefted from Canada might
poflibly arrive. At all events, this refiftance might be the
means of preferving that great colony from all further inva-
fGon for the remainder of the campaign. It isfcarce credible
that the French were confirmed in their refolution by thé
courage of 2 woman. Madame de Drucourt was continu-
ally upon the ramparts, with her putfe iu her hand 5 and
firing herfelf three guns every day, feemed to difpute with
the governor, her hufband, the glory of his office. The
befieged were not difinayed at the ill fuccefs of their feveral
fallies, or the mafterly operations concerted by Admiral
Bofcawen and ‘General Amherft. It was but at the eve of
an affault, which it was impofiible to foftain, that they
talked of furrendering. They made an henourable capi-
tulation ; and the conqueror fhewed more refpect for his
cnemy and for himfelf, than to fully his glory by any a&
of barbarity or avarice. N

The Englifb ai- TrE conqueft -of Cape-Breton opened
tack Canada. the way into Canada. The very next

vear the feat of war was removed thither,
or rather the fcenes of bloodfhed which had long been aét-
ed over that immenfe country were multiplied. The caufe
of thefe proceedings was this :
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The French, fettled in thofe parts, had carried their im-
‘bitious views towards the north, where the fineft furs were
to be had, and in the greateft plenty. When this vein of
wealth was exhaufted, or yielded lefs than it did at firft,
their trade turned fouthward, where they difcovered the
Ohjg, to which they gave the name of the Fair river. It
laid open the natural communication between Canada and
Louifiana. For though the fhips that fail up the river St.
Lawrence go no farther than Quebec, the navigation is
carried on n barges to lake Ontario, which is only parted
from lake Erie by a neck of land, where the French, upon
their firt fettling, built fort Niagara., It is on this {pot,
in the neighbourhood of lake Erie, that the fource of the
river Ohio is found, which waters the fineft country in the
world, and being increafed by the many rivers that fall in.
to it, difcharges itfelf into the Mififfippi.

The Frenci, however, made no ufe of this magaificent
canal. ‘The trifling intercourfe that fubfifted between the
two colonies, was always carricd on by the northern re.
gions. The new way, which was much fhorter and eafier
than the old, firft began to be frequented by a body of
troops that were fent over to Canada in 1739, to affift the
colony of Louifiana, then engaged in an open war with the
Indians. After this expedition, the fouthern road was
again forgotten, and was never thought of till the -yqar
1753. At that period, feveral fmall forts were ereéted
along the Ohio, the courfe of which had beea traced for
four years palt, The moft confiderahle of thefe forts took
its name from the governor Duquefne, who had built it.

The Eaoglith colonies could mat fee without coacern
French fettlements raifed behind them, which joined te
the old ones, and feemed to {urround them, They were
apprehenfive, left the Apalachian mountpiss, which were
to form the natural boundaries between both nations, fhould
not pfove a {ufficient barrier againft the attempts of a reft-
lefs and warlike neighbour. Urged by this motive, they
themlelves pafled thefe famous mountains, to difpute the
pofleflion o? the Ohio with the rival nation. This firft ftep
proved unfluccefsful, The feveral pasties that were fuc-
ceffively fent out were routed, and the forts were demolith.
‘ed as faft as they were built.

To put an end to thefe national affronts, and revenge:

Vol. V. L
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-the difgrace they refle@led on the mother country, a large
bhody of troops was fent over, under the command of
‘General Braddock. In the fummer of 1755, as this general
was marching to attack Fort Duquefne with 36 pieces.of
.cannon and 6,000 men, he was furprifed, within four
leagues of the place, by 250 Frenchmen and Gso Ingjans,
and all h