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Overview

• About me

• A short history of 
Wikipedia

• What you don’t know about 
Wikipedia – but should

• How to use Wikipedia for 
reference

• How to change or add to 
Wikipedia



Why do I contribute to Wikipedia?

• The increasing 
privatization of knowledge

• Helping in the transition of 
knowledge from print to 
digital

• I like to write



So much 
depends…



What you don’t know about 
Wikipedia

• Statistics

• What is a Wiki? (Hint: Not 
all Wikis are Wikipedias)

• Wikipedia is one of a 
family

• What kind of articles are in 
Wikipedia?



Mandatory statistics section

• Over 6.7 million articles

• 5 million edits August 2023

• 38,000 “active editors” (made 5 or more edits)

• Real impressive Internet popularity ranking



Wikipedia is Only one of Many Related 
Projects

• http://wikipedia.org/



A short history of Wikipedia



Good books, but they don’t cover today’s 
Wikipedia



What has changed since these books 
were written?

• Dispute Resolution

• Creation of the Foundation

• Increasing Use of Bots

• The Cost of Success



Active editors on Wikipedia



Evolution of [[Evolution]]



Evolution of a More Recent Article



How to use Wikipedia as a 
reference



A question about Encyclopedias

Is an encyclopedia a collection of all knowledge, or a place to 
start researching a subject?

(The first is impossible, the second is difficult but possible.)



How reliable is Wikipedia?

• Is Wikipedia more reliable than, say, Encyclopaedia
Britannica?

• How “complete” is Wikipedia?

• The problem of a fluid text



What to look for in Wikipedia articles

• What everyone sees:

Articles on subjects

• What everyone does not see:

Talk pages; Article histories; Policy pages and

discussions



What to do if I find an error in 
Wikipedia?

• Leave a message on the 
talk page

• “Contact us”

• When to edit the article

• Contact editor(s)

• Last resort: contacting the 
Foundation (do not do this 
at home)



Challenges as a Contributor

• Finding the material to 
write articles with

• Interacting usefully with 
others, both fellow 
volunteers and individuals 
outside Wikipedia

• Having a life



Issues in creating/writing an article

• Notability

• No original research

• Competence

These are attempts towards an ideal: to 
objectively and accurately report 
information people want or need to 
know
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