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PREFACE

is naturally reflected in their coinage. The artist is
seldom carried away by any flight of artistic imagina-
tion from his immediate purpose, which is to provide
a convenient medium of exchange ; his allegories and
his symbolism tend to be crude and frigid; his
references to events are, as far as possible, direct and
pointed. One cannot imagine a Greek of the fifth or
fourth century proclaiming to the world, with the
help of an inscription, that his coins were issued ¢ for
the purchase of corn.” As for artistic conception and
execution, traces of good style are here and there
faintly perceptible in the earliest coinage, where it
was under Greek influence. Towards the end of the
Republic the workmanship improves, and the coins
provide a certain number of striking portraits. But
even the best Greek engravers employed during the
Augustan age seldom succeed in producing a reverse
design that has any merit as a work of art.

In Roman numismatics, therefore, the pursuit of
the truth is deprived of some of the attractions which
the study of Greek coins presents. But there is no
lack of sport, for anyone who is interested in the
interpretation of obscure types, or in the reconciliation
of confused or corrupt passages in Roman historians
or antiquaries with the evidence of the coins.

Until recently the history of the earliest Roman
coinage has been involved in the utmost obscurity.
But the distinguished scholar and collector, Dr. E. J.
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PREFACE

to his Catalogue of the Imperial Byzantine Coins in
the British Museum. And his still more important
work on the Republican period will be embodied in
the forthcoming British Museum Catalogue of Roman
Republican Coins, by Mr. H. A, Grueber.

The fact that, by Mr. Grueber’s kindness, I have
been able during the preparation of this volume to
consult the proof-sheets of his Catalogue, so far as it
had advanced, has made my task very much less
troublesome than it might have been. But this bald
statement by no means expresses the amount of my
debt to his unfailing kindness and readiness to place
his knowledge at my disposal in difficult questions of
arrangement and interpretation. References to the
forthcoming Catalogue are, where possible, inserted
after the descriptions of the coins.

Mr. George Macdonald also, with characteristic
generosity, undertook to read not merely the proofs,
but the even less attractive manuscript of the book.
Those who know his published work need not be told
that his criticisms have been invaluable.

I have also, as usual, to thank the authorities of the
Berlin and Paris Cabinets, especially Dr. K. Regling,
M. A. Dieudonné and M. J. de Foville, for kindly
providing casts of certain coins not represented in the

British Museum.

G. F. HILL.
January, 1909.
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GLOSSARY

Denarius : a silver coin equivalent originally to 10, later to 16 asses.
See pp. 29, 47 and passim.

Didrachm : piece of two drachms, ¢.v.

Die: the instrument containing the design which, by being impressed,
produces the type on a coin. The coin in striking wus placed
between the upper and lower dies. The lower die in ancient times
was usually let intoan anvil, its fellow inserted in the lower end of
a bar of metal, the other end of which could be struck with the
hammer.

Drachm: a division of the stater (¢.v.), usually one-half, but in some
systems, as the Corinthian, one-third. Usually derived (after
Plutarch Zysand. 17) from pdrrecfar, as representing a ¢ handful ”
of obols. This is probably a popular etymology, and drackm may
be the same word as the Phoenician darkemon.

Dupondius: a coin of two asses. See Nos. 4, 98.

Electrum (j\exrpov, Aevxds xpuods): any alloy, whether natural or
artificial, of gold or silver, in which there is more than twenty per
cent. of silver.

Euboic-Attic Standard : the standard based on a unit (stater) of
8:72 grammes. See Nos. 5, 6.

Exergue: that segment of the field of a coin which, lying below the
type, is separated from the rest of the field either by the lower
outline of the type itself, or by a line drawn expressly for the
purpose.

Fabric: the external shape and appearance given to coins by the
mechanism employed to cast or strike them ; distinct therefore
from style, which is conditioned by the artistic qualities of the
designer.

Field : that portion of the surface of a coin (within the border, if any)
which is not occupied by the type.

Flan or blank: the shaped piece of metal which is made into a coin
by having the necessary types impressed on it.

Libella: % scripulum in the Romano-Campanian system ; a bronze
coin nominally equivalent to 4 scripulum of silver. See p. 22.

Litra: the Sicilian or Italian pound of copper or bronze; or the
silver coin of 0-87 gramme which was originally the equivalent
of the pound of copper; or the bronze token nominally repre-
senting the pound of copper. See No. 49.
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GLOSSARY

Symbol : a subsidiary type, being either (1) an attribute of the chief
type, as the eagle of Jupiter, or (2)—and this is the strict numis-
matic use of the term—independent of the chief type, and serving
to identify a person (as the authority responsible for the issue of
the coin) or a mint (where the chief types indicate not the place of
issue but the ruler).

Tressis : a coin of three asses. See p. 12.

Triens: one-third of an as, g.v.

Triental Standard: standard according to which the as weighed
normally a #riens or four unciae. See p. 30.

Type : the design on a coin. In the narrower sense, the essential
portion of the design (as distinet from adjunct, inscription, border,
ete.), which is the distinguishing mark of the issuing authority
and guarantee of the good quality of the coin. Effigies est numms
qualitas extrinseca, et signum testimonii publici (Jac. Lampadius,
de Natura Nummg).

Uncia : one-twelfth of an as, g.v.
Uncial Standard : standard according to which the as weighed nor-
mally one uncia. See p. 47.

Victoriatus : a silver coin weighing originally 3 scruples (3 denarius),
See pp. 35 1., 44 1.
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HISTORICAL ROMAN COINS

some scholars, including Eckhel, the founder of numis-
matic study, had shown irrefutable reasons against so
early a date. The tradition was that King Servius was
the first to mark bronze with a type;' and that the
type was some kind of cattle (pecus), whence was
derived the name pecunia. Further, sums of money
are mentioned in the Twelve Tables; and we find
equivalents of fines in cattle fixed by the lex Iulia
Papiria of 430 B.c. and other early laws, such as the
lex Tarpeia, which equated the ox to 100 asses, the
sheep to 10 asses.

Now these sums of money were not necessarily
coins,? any more than were the shekels of the time of
Abraham ; they were merely weights of bronze. That
is to say, they were not pieces of metal artificially
shaped and officially marked with types in guarantee
of quality and weight. Pliny’s statement, again, that
the type of the earliest Roman money represented
cattle, is probably due to some misunderstanding of his
authority, or to a false inference from the etymology
of the word. If his authority for the statement was
Timaeus, whom he quotes in the previous sentence, he
may well have misunderstood the Greek. The only
early Roman coin with a type in any way corresponding

! Plin. N. H. 33. 43: Servius rex primus signavit aes, antea rudi
(ie., amorphous bronze) usos Romae Timaeus tradit. signatum est
nota pecudum, unde et pecunia appellata.

? See Samwer und Bahrfeldt, Gesch. des dlteren rém. Miinzwesens
(1883), pp. 17 1.
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HISTORICAL ROMAN COINS

Rome first took rank as the chief power in Italy
about 350 B.c. The Latin League was reorganised,
doubtless on terms much more favourable to Rome
than had been the case before, in 3568. In 354 she
made a treaty with the Samnites. By 353 she had
completed the subjugation of Southern Etruria. In
348, most important of all, came the treaty with the
Carthaginians. The agreement with the Samnites
broke down in 343, when Capua and other Campanian
communities threw themselves into the arms of Rome.
In two years the Samnites were forced to recognise
Rome as the suzerain of the Campanian cities. About
340—338, the Campanians, especially the Capuans,
received the civitas sine suffragio. The last rival to
Roman supremacy on the Latin coast, the Volscian
Antium, whose inhabitants were famous for their
piratical propensities, fell at the close of the Latin
War, and in 338 the beaks of the Antiate battleships
became the ornament of the speakers’ platform in the
Roman forum.?!

Partly because of the prestige which it confers, but
still more because of the revenue which it produces, the
right of coinage has almost always been one of the most
jealously guarded prerogatives of political supremacy ;
and it was now imperatively necessary that Rome
should come into line with theother Italian states which

! Plin. N. H. 34, 20: in suggestu rostra devictis Antiatibus fixerat
(C. Maenius) anno urbis cccexvi.
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HISTORICAL ROMAN COINS

This pound or Zbra of 273 grammes,' containing
12 ounces or unciae, was the pound on which the
system of the earliest Roman bronze was based, the
coin corresponding to the Zibra being called the as.
It will be noticed that the as No. 1 weighs a good
deal more than the normal libra. Indeed, it used to
be assumed that the basis of the earliest Roman
coinage was the heavier (‘new Roman’) pound of
327+45 grammes,’ but that for some reason the coins
were almost always cast under weight.? But the aver-
age weight, as ascertained from more than 1100 speci-
mens of the as, is 267:66 grammes, which, allowing for
the loss of weight by the circulation to which extant
specimens must have been subject, may well represent
an effective weight of 273 grammes. The excessive
weight of some specimens, such as No. 1, and the low
weight of others, must be accounted for by the rough-
ness of the primitive methods of regulating the
capacity of the moulds in which the coins were cast.

The original Roman bronze coinage was of six
denominations, all bearing the prow on the reverse,
while on the obverse were the heads of different
divinities ; marks of value were placed on both sides.
* The system was as follows :

1 On the origin of this pound and of the new Roman pound of
32745 grammes, see Haeberlin, op. cit. pp. 44 £., and Lehmann-Haupt,
Zeit. f. Num. xxvil., pp. 131 £.

2 The heaviest specimens seldom exceed 11 ounces of this heavier
pound.
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HISTORICAL ROMAN COINS

is first mentioned in connexion with a battle against
the Aurunciin the year 345, when L. Furius Camillus
invoked her aid. The temple which he vowed to her
was built and dedicated on the Capitol in 344.

It is generally supposed that the connexion of
the mint with the temple of Juno Moneta on the
Capitol dates only from the third century.? But the
evidence to this effect is inadequate. Whether we
accept or reject the ingenious theory which explains
the Latin word moneta as a corruption of the Punie
machanath (*camp”), a legend inscribed on one
of the most important currencies circulating in the
Western Mediterranean in the fourth century,?®is of
no importance for our present purpose. There can
be little doubt that moneta gave rather than owed its
name to the goddess. Moneta is the personification
of money; and if the idea she embodies was of
Carthaginian origin, we can understand why she
became identified with Juno.* We may take it,
therefore, that the Roman mint was from the first

1 Liv. vii. 28.

2 Marquardt, Rimische Staatsverw., ii. p. 11. Suidas, s.v. Movfra,
says that the Romans, being short of money in the war against
Pyrrhus, obtained it by following the counsel of Moneta, the
‘¢ Adviser,” in gratitude to whom they vowed to establish their mint
in the temple of the goddess. This story is partly due to the false
etymology from monere.

8 Hill, Coins of Ancient Sicily, pp. 143 ff.

¢ Vergil, Aen. 1. 671: Iunonia hospitia. The Carthaginian goddess
is really Astarte.
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HISTORICAL ROMAN COINS

SVESANO, found on autonomous coins of the cities
of Campania.’

The first stage of the Roman coinage lasted down
to 314 or 312, when the Samnite attempts to wrest
Campania from the Romans were finally defeated, a
dangerous revolt in Capua itself was crushed, and the
Via Appia, connecting Rome with Capua, completed.

Tae RomaNizatioN oF CAMPANIA.

Circa 312—290 B.c.

4, Obv. Head of Roma r., wearing Phrygian
helmet ; behind, Il; all on raised disk.
Rev. Archaic wheel of six spokes ; between two
of them, I1; all on raised disk.
Cast bronze dupondius. 600-24 grammes (9263 grains). B.M.C.
Italy, p. 53, No. 1.
5. Obv. Head of Roma r., wearing Phrygian
helmet; behind, a cornucopize.
Rev. Victory fastening a taenia to a palm branch ;
behind, ROMANO ; in front, T.

Silver didrachm. 6:62 grammes (102-2 grains). B.M.C. IL,p. 126,
No. 36.

6. Obv. Eagle to front, displayed, holding thunder-
bolt in its talons.

! R.8. Conway, however (Italic Dialects, i. p. 144), thinks this form,
in the inscriptions where Latin letters are employed, may be Latin,

10
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HISTORICAL ROMAN COINS

6 silver scruples or scripule of Roman weight. At
the rate of 120 to 1 the didrachm would correspond
in value to 3 asses of bronze,' and it is significant that
the highest known denomination of the series of coins
to which No. 4 belongs is not an as, but a #ressis or
piece of 3 asses. The connexion of this wheel-series
(as, from the constant reverse type, it is called) of
aes grave with the silver series is further established
by the community of obverse types, and by other
smaller points of contact. The connexion of the quad-
rilateral bricks with the silver is less certain, but may
be regarded as probable. On the brick No. 6 is the
inscription ROMANOM, Tt can therefore hardly he
later than this first issue of silver (No. ) in this
period, for the subsequent issues have not ROMANO
or ROMANOM, but ROMA. On all the other
varieties of bricks the inscription is wanting. This
brick (No. 6) might, it has been urged, equally well
belong to the first period of the Roman coinage.?
Such an arrangement, however, would leave the first
issue of silver in the present period without any
corresponding brick ; whereas, on the system described
above, each of the four issues of silver in this period
would have its corresponding brick.

The helmet worn by Roma—~for that Roma is

1682 X 120 = 81840 = 3 X 272°80.
3 Regling, in Klio, vi. p. 500.
12







HISTORICAL ROMAN COINS

metal currency is called aes rude. To the last term
no exception whatever can be taken. But, strictly
speaking, any aes marked with a type—whatever its
form—is signatum. Since, as we now know, the
quadrilateral pieces did not belong to the earliest
period of Roman coinage, the restriction to them of
the term aes signatum is even less justifiable than it
was when they were supposed to represent the tran-
sition from the amorphous to the circular coins.

On the piece at present before us the eagle, as
the attribute of Jupiter and the symbol of Roman
sovereignty,! has a general appropriateness. Of the
Pegasus, on the other hand, no certain explanation
has been offered. The Romans must recently have
become familiar with it as a coin-type, for ¢ Pegasi”
on the Corinthian model® had been struck in large
quantities since the middle of the fourth century at
the South Italian city of Locri and at Syracuse, and
in less numbers at small mints, such as Mesma and
Rhegium in Bruttium and Leontini in Sicily. Roman
relations with the eastern shores of the Adriatic were
not as yet very close, but the ¢ Pegasi” of the various
mints in that part of the world, and of Corinth itself,
must have been common in Italy. This, then, may
have suggested the type. If so, it is improbable that
it has any special mythological significance here.

1 This idea, however, may be of later origin.
2 See Hist. Gr. Coins, pp. 86 f.
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HISTORICAL ROMAN COINS

were made. Of course the scales would still be
necessary. There is ample evidence that in the Middle
Ages bars of metal, stamped and issued officially by
various mints, were used together with ordinary
coins ; and it is not improbable that the Roman gold
bars of the end of the third and the fourth century of
our era often played a similar part. Nevertheless, it
must not be forgotten that these bars, both in late
Roman and in mediseval times, were made of the
more precious metals then in circulation. Whereas,
when the bronze bricks were used, we know that an
official silver coinage existed. Thus, since, in the
period which we are now considering, the silver
didrachm was worth three asses, a couple of such
didrachms would have more than served the purpose,
from the point of view of exchange value, of one of
these unwieldy bricks. Tt is possible to urge that in
some of the central districts the silver Romano-Cam-
panian coinage would perhaps be scarce ; that, if the
aes grave issued at the Capuan mint was intended
specially for the Latin district, the Capuan silver
would be more or less restricted to Campania. We
may also be reminded of the fact that, in the sacred
well at Vicarello, heaps of the struck Romano-Cam-
panian bronze occurred together with all sorts of
bronze coins,” but no Romano-Campanian silver.

For the significance of the fact that the Romano-Campanian money
circulated farther north, see Haeberlin in Zeit. /. Num. xxvi. p. 285.

16







HISTORICAL ROMAN COINS

ROMA. The personification of Roma herself appears
as the leading type. At least one of the other types
conveys a direct allusion to the binding together of
Rome and Capua by the Appian Way.

It is perhaps more than a coincidence that, as
Haeberlin reminds us, the year of the censorship of
the greatest Roman of the age, Appius Claudius
Caecus, is the year to which, on independent grounds,
the reform of the Capuan mint can best be assigned.
It is clear that a far-reaching reform like this could
not have been instituted without his consent; and it
is reasonable to suppose that the man who joined
Capua to Rome by road also helped to consolidate
the young Roman empire by the highly important
economic measure which we have just discussed.

THE FINAL SUBJECTION OF ITALY.
290—269 s.c.

7. Obv. Head of Bellona l., wearing crested Athenian

helmet ; behind, o

Rev. Prow r.; above, ROMA ; below, e

Bronze uncia, 13'48 grammes (208 grains). B.M.C. I, p. 22,
No. 91.

8. Obv. Head of beardless Janus on raised disk;
above, I.
Rev. Head of Mercurius 1. in winged petasus, on
raised disk ; above, |.

Cast bronze as. 33925 grammes (52354 grains). British Museum
(Parkes Weber gift).

18
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HISTORICAL ROMAN COINS

mind is the establishment by Rome of an effectual
control over the whole of Central Italy. By 283 the
Sabine country had been annexed, colonies like Hatria
established on the Adriatic coast, and the Kelts, who
threatened from the North, decisively defeated.
Secondly, this settlement was followed by a displace-
ment of the forces towards the South. The bar-
barians of Central Italy began to press hardly on
the Greek cities of Magna Graecia. The Romans,
urged to interfere, effectively restored order, estab-
lished garrisons in Locri and other cities, and drove
the Tarentines, jealous of their position, into war.
The success of Rome in the struggle with Tarentum
and Pyrrhus left her mistress of practically the whole
of Ttaly.

This is a period, then, of transition. Out of a state,
powerful indeed, but still not so powerful that other
Ttalian states can only despair of success in a struggle
with her, Rome is developing into the undisputed
ruler of the peninsula. The coinage likewise passes
through a transitory phase : various experiments seem
to be made ; the system is complicated, half-hearted,
and lacks uniformity; and it is only after more than
twenty years of this unsatisfactory state of things that
‘Rome takes the heroic step of sweeping aside her
rivals in the coinage. She issues her own silver,
which henceforth—with but few exceptions—is the
only silver currency of Italy.

20
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HISTORICAL ROMAN COINS

now regarded as subordinate to the silver ; the semi-
libral as was merely the equivalent in bronze of the
silver scruple. Now in the Romano-Campanian silver
system the unit, or scruple, was divided decimally into
ten lbellae; the actual denominations were all issued
in bronze, in the shape of pieces of 4, 3, 2 lbellae,
1 lbella and % libella. Since the dominant unit, the
silver scruple, was divided decimally, it is not sur-
prising that the subordinate unit, the bronze as, was
divided in the same way.

Such being the relation between the two units, the
reduction of the as was a matter of course ; it and the
other denominations were bound in time to become a
sort of token-money, although we do not know that
any restriction was placed on the amount of such coin
which could be tendered at a time. The reduction of
the bronze has been regarded as a sign of state-bank-
ruptey ; but it was nothing of the kind, solong as the
bronze was covered by the silver issues of the state.
This being so, why should the government have been
at pains to fix the weight of the bronze coins ? The
reason was that the ordinary Roman, if he was like the
ordinary modern, would never really understand the
nature of token-money. A reduction in the size of
the British penny would be quite enough to produce a
popular outery and shake the public confidence. In
order to reassure the public, therefore, it may well be

that the Roman state pretended, from time to time,
22
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HISTORICAL ROMAN COINS

2 unciae. The higher denominations continued to
be made with moulds, until the further reduction
brought these also within the range of the engraver
of dies. ”

Two series of aes grave, other than the ordinary
Roman series just considered, were produced in this
period. They are known as the heavy Janus-Mercurius
and the heavy Apollo series,’ from the types of the
asses in each (see Nos. 8,9). Coins of the former series
are characterized by bad workmanship and rudeness
of style, by comparatively low relief, by a weight
based on the pound of 32745 grammes,? and by a
greyish granular oxide common in the district round
Rome; they also occur in the famous deposit of
Vicarello in much greater quantities than the Apollo
series (1109 as against 108 pieces). The coins of the
Apollo series, on the other hand, are of good style—
unusually good for aes grave—and in high relief,
conform to a different standard (a pound of 341
grammes),’ and have the fine smooth green or brown
patina characteristic of Campania. The Apollo series
is accordingly assigned to the Capuan mint, the
Janus-Mercurius series to the Roman. The head of

! To be distinguished from the light series with corresponding types,
and symbols (sickle and vine-leaf) on their reverses ; these belong to
the previous period.

2 Both Nos. 8 and 9 are above the normal weights, as is often the
case with aes grave.  Cp. Haeberlin, Metrolog. Grundlagen, p. 41.

8 See Haeberlin, Metrolog. Grundlagen, p. 21.
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HISTORICAL ROMAN COINS

for, although the new pound may have now come
in at Rome, there would be nothing surprising in the
retention of the older pound, as a unit of reckoning
at least, in Campania.’

Of the various ¢ bricks” which are attributed to
this period, one (No. 12), is of peculiar interest, for it
is impossible to deny that in some way or other it
must be associated with the war with Pyrrhus.
Legend says that at the battle of Ausculum in
279 B.c. the elephants of Pyrrhus were frightened by
the grunting of swine on the Roman side.? The five
elephants taken later at the battle of Beneventum
were led in triumph in 273, and it was probably
on this occasion, when elephants were first seen in
Rome, that the piece was issued at Capua.® Whether
the story of the swine is true, or had already been
invented by that time, or was even a later growth,
inspired by the types of the “brick,” who shall
say ?

! The extremely difficult problems connected with this early gold
coinage have been discussed by Haeberlin (Zeit. f. Num. xxvi.,
pp. 229 £.). In particular he has rehabilitated the piece of 30 asses,
which was generally supposed to be false.—The equation of 4 scruples
of gold to 30 asses of bronze of the Italic weight gives a ratio of
1820 : 1 as between gold and bronze, and if silver was to bronze as
120: 1, of 153 : 1 as between gold and silver. 30 X 273 = 8190 =
approximately 1820 X 1137 X 4; and 1820 = 120 X 153.

2 Aelian de nat. anim. 1. 38,

3 Haeberlin, Systematik, p. 54.
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Rev, The Dioscuri charging r.; below their
horses, ¥ ; in exergue, ROMA.
Silver quinarius. 2'11 grammes (32'6 grains). B.M.C. IIL,p.179,
No. 151. ;
19. Obe. Head of Jupiter r. laureate.
Rev. Victory crowning a trophy; in exergue,
ROMA.,

Silver victoriatus. 3'22 grammes (49'7 grains). B.M.C. L., p. 36,
No. 296.

“ Imperial ” is not too grand an epithet for the
coinage on the new system inaugurated by Rome in
269-8 B.c. The denarius, at first intended as the
standard coin of the Italian possessions, spread with
the extension of the Roman dominions beyond the
seas, and eventually dominated the currency of the
civilized world for more than five hundred years.
Not until the end of the third century after Christ,
when it had sunk, it is true, to be a pitiable reflection
of the excellent money as which it began, was it
finally superseded by a new silver denomination. All
through the Middle Ages the name persisted, and its
initial still provides the abbreviation for the English
¢ penny.”’

We are fortunate in knowing within a couple of
years the date of the greatreform. Pliny’s reckoning
—which is circumstantially stated—gives us 269 B.c.!

! N. H. 33. 13 (44): Argentum signatum anno urbis cceclxxxv,
Q. Ogulnio C. Fabio cos., quinque annis ante primum Punicum bellum.
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assume that when the denarius was introduced the
weight of the as was fixed by law. The normal
weight of the earliest denarius is 4:55 grammes
(4 scruples). At the rate of 120 : 1, it would be
equivalent to 546 grammes of bronze, or 10 pieces of
546 grammes. The as of the time must therefore
have weighed 54-6 grammes, which is } (the sexfans)
of the pound of 327'45 grammes. In other words,
the as of the original denarius system was of the
sextantal standard.

There is, however, a certain body of opinion in
favour of the view that the as had not fallen quite so
low at the time of the introduction of the denarius,
and that it belonged not to the sextantal but to the
triental standard ; that is to say, that the denarius was
the equivalent in value of 10 asses of 109:15 grammes.
Such an equation postulates a ratio between silver
and bronze of no less than 240:1.! We should there-
fore have to assume that, when the denarius was
instituted, silver was forced up in value to twice as
much as it had been hardly a generation before.
There is nothing incredible in this, since, as we have
seen, silver was now the dominant partner in the
system, and the bronze coin was little more than a
token. Still, so violent a change in the ratio between

been combined with them so as to give the sign HS generally used in
texts for sestertius.
1 10915 = 2398 X 4'55.
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the as was reduced during the first Punic War.
Pliny indeed leads one to suppose that the libral
weight had been maintained up to then, and that it
was suddenly lowered to the sextantal. In view of
the weights of the extant coins, this is either nonsense,
or to be interpreted as meaning that the reduced
weight was mnot legally recognized wuntil the
sextantal stage was reached. Pliny’s statement is
so far in favour of Mommsen’s theory that it implies
that the sextantal stage was first legally recognized
during the first Punic War. But we have seen what
a serious difficulty is caused by supposing that the
legal @s was more than sextantal when the denarius
was introduced. It is quite likely that Pliny may
have been anxious to find an honourable excuse for
the reduction of the as—unnecessarily, since,as we have
seen, the reduction was a natural development and
not a symptom of state bankruptecy—and so hit upon
the stress of the first Punic War as offering circum-
stances sufficiently straitened. The probabilities,
however, are all in favour of the sextantal as having
been legalized when the denarius was introduced. Up
till that time, since the mint at Rome issued no silver,
it may not have seemed so necessary to fix the weight
of the as, although the number of asses which went to
the silver unit was doubtless constant. But when
both silver and bronze began to be issued from Rome

it would obviously be desirable not merely to define
32
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Aulus Postumius vowed a temple to Castor. But
before the denarius was introduced Pollux had become
the inseparable twin-brother of Castor, in accordance
with the Greek conception of the pair, and perhaps
also with the legend of their intervention at the battle
of the Sagra on the side of the Locrians against the
Crotoniates.! But-apart from all this the significance
of the type, from a monetary point of view, lies in the
fact that the Dioscuri were the tutelary divinities of
the Roman knights, ¢.e., of that class of the sovereign
people who were especially occupied with commerce,
so that their temple was in the heart of the business
quarter.’

The reduction of the as to one-sixth of the original
weight, and the corresponding reduction of the
smaller denominations, brought them all down to a
diameter (the as measuring about an inch and a half)
which made it possible to strike them with dies
instead of casting them in moulds. In the previous
period this had not been possible for denominations
larger than the #riens. Some of the latest of the
cast coins, by their grotesque rudeness, offer a curious
contrast to the struck pieces.

What was the effect on the coinage of Italy in
general of the important changes which we have

1 Justin xx. 3. Bethein Pauly-Wissowa, Realencyclop. V.1105. The
battle took place about 520 B.c.
2 Mommsen-Blacas, ii., p. 29 ; Macdonald, Coin Types, p. 183.
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for the name is clear from the type of the reverse.
The normal weight of the vicforiatus in the first period
of its existence was § of the denarius, i.e., 3 scruples
or 3-41 grammes. It was, however, regarded not as a
denomination subordinate to the denarius, but as a
unit by itself; witness the fact that its half was
marked with §, just as was the half as. What is
more, from the purely Roman point of view, it was
" not looked upon as a regular coin. It is the only piece
not marked with its value. It follows that, though it
had of course a commercial value, it was not legal
tender. ‘A man who was owed 300 denarii could be
forced to take 600 quinarii or 1200 sesterces, but nof
400 victoriati.”* 1t was, as Pliny says, treated mercis
loco? Why was this ?

The fact is that the victoriatus took the place of the
Campanian drachm, the half of the quadrigatus
didrachm, the drachm having ceased to be issued
before its double, which, as we have said, lingered
on until nearly the end of the century. The victoriatus
weighed the same as the drachm which it succeeded,
and was struck in all the local Roman mints—Luceria,
Vibo Valentia, Croton, Corcyra and the like. 1t also
weighed the same as certain currencies of important
trading cities in Illyricum, viz.,, Apollonia and
Dyrrhachium, Whether the vicforiatus or the Illyric

! Mommsen-Blacas, ii., p. 87.
2 N, H. 33. 46.
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21. Similar to preceding, but with anchor as symbol
on reverse.

Gold. 60 sesterce piece. 334 grammes (51°5 grains). B.M.C.
IL, p. 155, No. 19.

22. Similar to No. 20, but with mark of value XXXX,
and on reverse ROMA.

Gold. 40 sesterce piece. 2:23 grammes (343 grains). B.M.C.
L, p. 27, No. 187.

23. Similar to No. 20, but with mark of value XX,
and on reverse ROMA.

Gold. 20 sesterce piece. 112 grammes (17'2 grains). B.M.C.
I, p. 27, No. 190. 3

24. Obv. Head of Roma r.; behind, X.
Rev. The Dioscuri on horseback chargingr. ; below
horses, anchor ; on tablet, ROMA.

Silver denarius. 406 grammes (627 grains). B.M.C. IIL., p. 155,
No. 21.

The date of the first issue of gold from the mint at
Rome is a matter of much dispute. Pliny has a
definite statement to the effect that the gold coin
was first struck 51 years after the silver, the scripulum
being equivalent to 20 sestertiz, and the pound there-
fore amounting in value to 5760 sesfertii of the
time.”! Fifty-one years from the introduction of the

1 N. H. 33.47. His source here is probably not the same as that
whence he derived the date 217 B.c. for the uncial reduction and the
equation of the denarius to 16 asses (see below, Nos. 26, 27). The
passage is tacked on, at the end of the section about coinage, some-
what loosely, and looks like a note taken from some other authority.
As regards the date, the good Bamberg MS. reads LI, the others LXIL.

38




HISTORICAL ROMAN COINS

denarius bring us to 218 or 217 B.c., according as we
accept the Plinian or the Livian date for the earlier
reform. Now it is a principle well-known to numis-
matists, and evidently familiar also to ancient
historians, that isolated gold coinages were usually
initiated in times of monetary distress. There was
no unusual strain on the Roman finances in the year
218! The Senate took no steps to raise extraordinary
forces for the coming opening campaign. DBut after
the disaster of Trasimene in April, 217, all the circum-
stances were such as would justify the issue of a special
gold coinage. 'Wehave therefore here an independent
confirmation® of the Livian (268) as against the
Plinian date (269) for the introduction of the
denarius.

Now the date 217, to which the issue of gold coin
is on this evidence assigned, has generally been
accepted as correct. We have little pieces of gold of
three denominations, with marks of value representing
60 (Nos. 20, 21), 40 (No. 22) and 20 (No. 23), and

Willers (Corolla Numism., p. 314) corrects to LX, and makes the
passage refer to the well-known gold Romano-Campanian coins with
the oath-taking scene, which he assigns to 209 .. He has not made
out his case ; see Haeberlin in Zeit. f. Num. xxvi., pp. 241 1.

! See Mommsen, Hist. of Rome, or the passage from Neumann quoted
by Willers, op. cit., p. 312.

* The confirmation is not affected by the possibility that no such
gold coinage was really struck in 217 B.0. We assume that Pliny’s

authority thought it was, and made his chronological reckoning
accordingly.
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equating them to as many sesfertii respectively. The
denominations weigh in scruples 3, 2 and 1 respec-
tively. There is no reason to doubt that Pliny’s
authority had these coins in mind when he gave
the value of the gold scruple in sesterces. Whether
he is right in his date is quite another question.

Count de Salis, in his arrangement of the British
Museum collection, divided our gold pieces into two
classes, (1) those of poor style, with moneyers’ symbols,
(2) those of good style, without symbols. The latter
he assigned to Rome; the others, with the corre-
sponding denari and bronze coins, he assigned to local
mints ; and both classes, according to his chronological
classification, belong to about 240—229 Bs.c.

Now, what is the basis of this chronology? If we
take the gold pieces which bear symbols, and which
were apparently issued at local mints, we find the
following symbols : anchor, spear-head, staff, pentagon,
ear of corn. The same symbols occur also on denarii
and on bronze of the sextantal standard. But those
who wish to maintain the later date of the gold pieces
in question point out that four out of these five
symbols, viz., the anchor, the spear-head, the staff,
the pentagon, occur on denarit or bronze coins which
must, owing to the bronze being uncial in standard,
be ascribed to a later date, since the uncial standard
superseded the sextantal in 217 B.c. It does not,
however, follow from this that the gold coins must
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and bronze coins, which by their weight or style are
shown to belong to the period before the Hannibalian
crisis.

There is no other Roman gold coinage which can
reasonably be attributed to the year 217 or 218 B.c. If
the theory described above is true, then either Pliny’s
source is untrustworlhy, or Pliny himself has mis-
understood his authority, or such geld coins as were
then struck have disappeared.

Next let us examine de Salis’s date, and see
whether we can narrow its limits. His suggestion of
240—229 B.c. may be allowed to include a margin of
a few years on either side. Now, in antiquity, such
isolated gold coinages as we are discussing were, as
we have said, almost always issued during crises. A
good instance is the gold coinage struck when the
Arcadians seized Olympia in 365 B.c. and placed the
conduct of the games in the hands of the Pisatans.
The exceptional gold issues of Athens dating from
407 and 338 B.c. are well known. Recently, a group
of electrum coins struck by Chios and other Ionian
states has been, with great probability, ascribed to
the crisis of the Ionic Revolt.? The types of the coins
before us, be it noted, are distinctly martial. But in
240 B.c. Rome had passed through her crisis. The

1 Hist. Greek Coins, p. 76.
2 P. Gardner, The Gold Cotnage of Asia before Alexander the Great
in Proc. Brit. Acad. iil.
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are: (1) if it is accepted, Pliny’s evidence must be
rejected ; (2) the fleet in 242 was raised by private
efforts, not by the state; (3) it is probable that a
gold issue accompanied the uncial reform of 217,
gold being tariffed above its real value; and such an
excessive value for gold suits no other year better
than the crisis of 217; (4) the evidence from the
symbols is not against the later date. With (1) and
(4) we have already dealt. In reply to (2) it may be
said that although the fleet was raised by voluntary
efforts, money was necessary to pay the crews.
Demarete voluntarily provided the treasure out of
which the Demareteia were coined, but it was the state
that coined them.! As regards (3), there was a crisis
in 242, as there was in 217 ; though perhaps not so
serious, it might easily have led to the issue of gold
at a rate above its real value.

THE ACQUISITION OF CORCYRA.
229 =.c.

25. Obv. Head of Jupiter r., laureate.
Rev. Victory crowning a trophy; in exergue,
ROMA ; in the field, monograms of KOPK
and ATl

Silver victoriatus. 277 grammes (42-7 grains). B.M.C. IL., p. 197,
No. 227.

One of the consequences of the expedition to Scodra

! Hist. Greek Coins, p. 38.
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more mints were established in the peninsula, they
issued vicforiaty with local mint marks, such as L, C,
B, H, or VB in monogram : marks which have been
assigned to Luceria, Canusium, Beneventum, Her-
donea and Vibo Valentia. The Corcyra mint-mark
ranks with these. It is a gemeral rule that of two
similar series of coins, one with and the other without
differentiating marks, the former is the earlier, since
such differentize are usually due to increasing com-
plexity of organization.

AFTER TRASIMENE.
217 sB.c.

26. Obv. Head of Roma r., in winged helmet;
behind, X. :

Rev. The Dioscuri on horseback, charging r.;

below, on tablet, ROMA ; symbol, prow r.

Silver denarius. 4'02 grammes (620 grains). B.M.C. I, p. 54,
No. 448.

27. Obv. Head of Jupiter r., laureate ; behind, s.
Rev. Prow r.; below, ROMA ; above, symbol,
prow r.; tor. S.

Bronze semds. 14'64 grammes (226°0 grains). B.M.C. I., p. 54,
.No. 454. :

The reduction of the bronze as from the weight of
two ounces to one is by general consent dated to the

crisis of the Hannibalian war. Verrius Flaccus, an
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Pliny and of Festus, since, as Mommsen points out,
Flaminius was dead before Fabius became dictator.
If the reform was due to a lex Flaminia, it must have
been promulgated before the battle of Trasimene.
But the dictatorship of Fabius is probably, and very
naturally, used to date the whole year, although he
only held office for part of it.

The authorities are silent on another important
change which was made in this year. The weight
of the denarius was reduced by about one-sixth. It
had previously weighed about 465 grammes (4
scruples) ; it henceforth weighed about 3:90 grammes
(8% scruples),’ or g of a pound instead of 4.  Denarii
of about this weight (No. 26) are associated with the
uncial as and its divisions, such as the semis (No. 27).
It will be noticed that the two coins illustrated have
the same differentia, a prow. Since the denarius now
weighed ¢ of the pound and was, as we are told, the
equivalent of 16 asses of uncial weight, it follows
that g 1b. of silver was the equivalent of 1§ lb. of
bronze, so that the relation of silver to bronze was
112 : 1.2

The annual stipendium of the soldier was 1200
asses. For this he continued to receive 120 denari,
and not 75 only, as he would have done had he been

1 Tt is significant that this isthe weight of the Carthaginian drachm.
Haeberlin, Metrolog. Grundlagen, p. 61, note.
19 X 84 = 112
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HANNIBAL IN CAPUA.

216—215 =.c.
98, Oby. Janiform head of Persephone, wearing corn-
wreath.

Rev. Jupiter in quadriga r., driven by Vietory ;
he holds sceptre inl. and wields thunder-
bolt in r.

Electrum. 279 grammes (43:0 grains). B.M.C. IL, p. 139,
No. 147.

The attribution of these coins, as regards date and
mint, is more or less conjectural ; but the conjecture’
has been generally accepted. The types, on the
obverse recalling, on the reverse actually repeating,
the types of the quadrigati (see No. 10), identify the
mint, without possibility of reasonable doubt, as
Capua. But instead of the beardless head of Janus,
we have a janiform head of a divinity wearing a
wreath of corn-ears, in which every person acquainted
with the coins of Carthage will recognize a janiform
representation of the goddess Persephone, as the artists
of the later Carthaginian issues conceived her. She
is made janiform in order to appeal as familiar to the
Campanians who had long used the quadrigati. These
very Campanians had been accustomed to good honest
gold, silver and bronze; electrum now made its first
appearance in Italy. The Carthaginians had for some

! Due chiefly to Percy Gardner, Num. Chron. 1884, pp. 220 £.
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REG'PONFMAXS'C: (the NF ligatured
to represent NTIF). g -

Silver denarius. 3:98 grammes (615 grains). B.M.C. 1., p. 449,
No. 3648.

This coin was struck about 65 B.c. by M. Aemilius
Lepidus, a descendant of the person whom it com-
memorates. Other coins of the same date and
moneyer represent (1) the equestrian statue, granted
by the Senate, of one Aemilius Lepidus, who as a
boy of fifteen slew an enemy in battle and saved the
life of a Roman citizen ; (2) the Basilica Aemilia.
The inscription on the former is M'LEPIDVS AN'XV:
PR'H'O'C'S: Valerius Maximus tells the story, and
uses the phrase progressus in aciem. Consequently the
abbreviations have been resolved: an(norum) XYV.
pr(ogressus) h(ostem) o(ceisit) c(ivem) s(ervavit).
But the participle progressus can hardly be used
absolutely.)! A better suggestion is praefextatus,
although his standing is sufficiently indicated by
AN -XV.? Tt seems to be generally assumed, without

! Mr. George Macdonald suggests that, in view of the extraordinary
coincidence between the words of Valerius Maximus (progressus in
aciem hostem interemit, civem servavit) and the inscription on the coin,
progressus may after all be right ; Valerius Maximus, or his authority,
may be quoting (from memory) the actual inscription of which the

coin gives a shorthand version. But these abbreviated inscriptions on
Roman coins show a curious conscientiousness on the part of the
engravers, who represent every word of the original in some way
(cf. No. 96).
? There is no stop between the P and the R, otherwise P(opuli)
R(omani), qualifying H(ostem), would be possible.
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the will of Ptolemaeus IV.,! and says that the Alex-
andrians demanded a regent from the Romans, who
were only too glad of this excuse for interference.®
A third writer, who commands more respect, Tacitus,?
also reminds his readers that ¢ maiores M. Lepidum
Ptolemaei liberis tutorem in Aegyptum miserant.”
There was, then, certainly a very distinct belief, as
early as the period of our denarius, t.e., about 65 B.c.,
that the mission of Aemilius to Egypt was prompted
by the demand, expressed either by Ptolemaeus IV.
or by the Alexandrians, for the interference of Rome.
Now, modern criticism * has discovered that there is
“no room ” for a Roman guardian of the king at this
period. Of guardians the little Ptolemaeus has first
Agathokles, then Tlepolemos, and then Aristomenes.
Also, Polybius and Livy say nothing about such a
function being fulfilled by Aemilius. In any case, he
left Egypt very soon, for we hear of him anywhere
rather than in that country. It seems, however,
unnecessary to conclude that the story of the guar-
dianship is entirely a myth of comparatively late
origin. Whether the will of Ptolemaeus IV. appointed

of the coin, to distinguish this Aemilius. from others, not with
chronological significance.

1 XXXT.1i. 2.

? XXX, il 8; iil. 3 f. Mittitur et M. Lepidus in Aegyptum, qui
tutorio nomine regnum pupilli administret.

8 Annal. 1i. 67.

4 See Niese, loc. cit., and Svoronos, Mzinzen der Ptol., IV. 260 £,
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type known in the famous sanctuary of Aricia. She
was essentially the goddess of childbirth and the
helper of women. It is doubtful whether she would
be represented as the goddess is represented on our
coin, although figures of the Diana Nemorensis from
Nemi do represent her, owing to Greek influence,
as a huntress. If we could suppose the coin-type to
be meant for the Romano-Greek Diana-Artemis, we
should have an interesting historical combination,
accounting for her appearance on the coins at this
time. For in 187 B.c. the consul M. Aemilius
Lepidus, during his campaign against the Ligurians,
vowed a temple to Diana, which he dedicated during
his censorship in 179.) But it is probable that the
Greek Artemis would also have been represented as
the huntress-goddess, even as we find her on the coins
issued at Syracuse just before this period, during the
democracy of 215—212 B.c. The goddess on our
coins is so evidently characterized as Luna or the
Moon that we have no justification for calling her
anything else. '

Now this goddess was much revered at Rome.
Her chief temple, said to have been founded by
Servius Tullius,* lay on the slope of the Aventine,

1 Liv. xxxix, 2, x1.52, This, and a femple of Tuno Regina, dedicated
at thesame time, were in the neighbourhood of the Circus Flaminius.

2 Ovid, Fast. iii. 883 ; Tac. Ann. xv. 41. In 182 B.C. a storm
forem ex aede Lunae, quae in Aventino est, raptam tulit, et in posticis
partibus Cereris templi affixit (Liv. x1. 2).
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The coin of L. Saufeius bears the device of
Victory in a biga, another of the types which helped
to break down the monopoly of the Dioscuri. It
is probably to coins like this and the preceding
that Tacitus refers when he alludes to the popularity
among the northern barbarians of the coins bearing a
biga.!

If we seek a motive for the adoption in the period
172—151 of Victory as a new type for the denarius
we may find it in the signal successes which in this
period attended the Roman arms. The crushing
defeat of Antiochus the Great at Magnesia in 190 s.c.
had placed the whole of the Levant virtually at the
feet of Rome. But even more striking, because much
nearer home, was the victory at Pydna in 168—that
final humiliation of the Greeks which allowed Rome
to enter upon the inheritance of Alexander the Great.
It is not surprising that such a change in her position
should be reflected in the coinage.

The type of Sex. Pompeius Fostlus, on the other
hand, is one of those personal types which began to
appear once it was felt that change in the reverse type
of the denarwus was permissible. 'The process is
characteristic of Roman historical development : first,
complete uniformity ; then the beginnings of change,

1 Germ. 5: pecuniam probant veterem et diu notam, serratos bigatosque.
The serrati are the coins with notched or serrated edges, regarding
which see No. 47.
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about this time, it would seem, that the consuls lost
the right of coinage within the city. Consequently
the special board of magistrates, #resvire monetales,
appointed from time to time when money was needed,
naturally began to leave their mark on the coinage.
We find first of all only symbols, then initials, then
abbreviations of a less scanty kind, and finally a full
indication of the moneyer’s name.

C. MINUCIUS AUGURINUS,
crrca 150—125 m.c.

33. Obv. Head of Roma r., wearing winged helmet;
under chin, X; behind, ROMA.

Rev. Corinthian column, supporting a figure
of L. Minucius Augurinus, resting on
staff and holding ears of corn (?); from
the capital hang bells; at the base, lions’
heads surmounted by ears of corn; on
r.,, M. Minucius Faesus standing, togate,
holding a lituus; on 1, L. (or P.)
Minucius Augurinus standing, togate,
holding a dish and a loaf, his 1. foot
resting on a corn measure;® above,
C-AVG.

Silver denarius, 3-86 grammes (59'5 grains). B.M.C. I., p. 136,
No. 953.

A. B. Cook, J. H. 8. xxii.,, p. 19, describes him as clapping

cymbals, with his foot on a ball. But his left hand and right hand
hold the objects differently.
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explanation. The lions’ heads may be either purely
ornamental or apotropaic; less probably they were
fountains. The bells are difficult to explain. It has
been thought that they were used to announce the
opening and closing of the corn market;* but what
possible market was held outside the Porta Trigemina,
which led through the walls below the north-west slope
of the Aventine, close to the Tiber ? Like the bells
on the facade of the second temple of Jupiter
Capitolinus, they were probably prophylactic,® though
why they should be used here we cannot say. It is,
however, significant that one of the most important
rites performed by the augurs was augurare vineta
virgetaque, apparently with the object of protecting
the crops in general from damage by drought.® Bells
may have played some part in this ceremony.*

This coin is attributed to the third quarter of the
second century. A certain C. Minucius Augurinus,

! Babelon, ii., p. 228.

2 A. B. Cook in J. H. 8., loc. cit.

® Wissowa in Pauly-Wissowa, Realencycl., ii. 2329.

* The bells and the lions’ heads recall the Dipon or Diwat, a granite
pillar at Mahoba in India. ¢ Its name is derived from the practice of
placing a lamp, or dip, on its summit on stated occasions. But this
certainly could not have been the original purpose of the pillar, as it
is crowned with a broad, flat-topped capital, and does not Possess a
single receptacle for a lamp. It is a single shaft 18 ft. in height . . .
the uppermost (portion) is ornamented with four chains, and bells
suspended from four lions’ heads immediately beneath the capital.”
Alex. Cunningham, Archeol. Survey of India, Reports, Vol. ii. (1871),
p. 443.
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special dedication to the Dioscuri at Delphi. The
objects dedicated were silver bucklers (dowidas) and
his own scufum (vov éavrod fvpedv).®  The bucklers were
doubtless Macedonian bucklers, one of which is
represented on the coin under the figures of the Znvos
xpainvalor yeyafdres immoodvaior kodpor, to whom it was
dedicated.

Which of Flamininus’ descendants issued this eoin
we donot know. It is usually ascribed to the one who
became consul in 123 B.c., in which case it must have
been issued some time before that date, since the office
of moneyer was of comparatively low rank. The date
here adopted—on grounds of style—is due to Count
de Salis.

CHARTERS OF LIBERTY.

35. Obv. Head of Roma r. in winged helmet; under
chin, % ; behind, LAECA.

Rev. Libertas, crowned by Vietory, in fast quad-
riga to r., holding cap of Liberty and
sceptre ; below, M:-MORC; in exergue,
ROMA. 3

Bilver denarius, 398 grammes (61'5 grains). B.M.C. I, p. 151,
No. 1024.

36. Obv. Head of Roma r. in winged helmet ; above,
ROMA ; in front, X ; behind, PLAECA
(the AE in monogram),

! Plut. Titus, 12.
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Rev. A citizen, togate, dropping into a cista a
tablet inscribed V; behind him, LONGIN

Hiv.

Silver denarius. 3'89 grammes (600 grains). B.M.C. I, p. 494,
No. 3929.

The allusions on the reverses of Nos. 35, 36 are to
an ancestor or ancestors of the moneyers, who carried
the laws pro fergo civium, which were among the chief
charters of the people’s liberty.! Nothing is known
of the moneyers themselves ; but the first coin and the
third appear to belong to the same period, and that
the end of the second century ».c. The second
moneyer (No. 36) probably issued his coins from one
of the local Italian mints about 90 B.c. His coin is
supposed to allude to the extension of the right of
provocatio even against military commanders: in the
general is seen a provineial governor from whom the tus
wn capita civium was taken away by one of the three
Porcian laws. The gesture of the general, then, is
not one of protection, as we should naturally suppose.

! Liv. x. 9 ; Cic. pro. Rab. perd. 4 (12); cp. in Verr. ii., 5. 63 (163);
de Rep. ii. 31: leges Porciae, quae tres sunt trium Porciorum. The
dates of these laws are uncertain; one was before the time of the
Gracchi, another was suggested by Cato the Elder (Festus s.v. Pro
Scapulis). See Mommsen-Blacas, ii.,, p. 321. One of these Leges
Porciae authorized appeal to the people from the holder of the military
imperium; this was before 108 B.c., for a statement of Sallust
(DBell. Jug. 69) proves that at that date the commander had the right
against the Latins but not against the Romans: Turpilius . . . iussus

a Metello causam dicere, postquam sese parum expurgat, condemnatus
verberatusque capite poenas solvit; nam is civis ex Latio erat.
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on the coin of Q. Cassius (No. 38); and the curule
chair within the temple is the chair of the judge.
The method of voting, by placing tablets indicating
acquittal or condemnation in an urn, was employed in
quaestiones, such as that which was concerned with
the Vestals. But in the comitia, when the people
were voting on a rogation, the tablets bore or indi-
cated the words antiguo and u# rogas. Mommsen
adds! that in the comitia the tablets were placed not
in an urn, but in a cista or box ; and this method is
illustrated on the coin of L. Cassius Longinus (No. 39).
Here is a citizen voting, according to the lex tabellaria
of Cassius Ravilla; and in favour of the proposal
before the comitia, since his tablet bears the letter V
for uti rogas.

THE SURRENDER OF JUGURTHA BY BOCCHUS.
106 or 105 B.c.

40. Obv. Bust of Diana r.,, wearing stephane, with
crescent above ; behind, lituus ; in front,

FAVSTVS.
Rev. Sulla seated 1. on a platform; hefore him,
kneeling r., Bocchus holding up an olive
branch ; behind him, Jugurtha kneeling 1.,
his hands tied behind his back ; above, on

r., FELIX.

Silver denarius. 387 grammes (59-7 grains). B.M.C. L., p. 471,
No. 3824.

! Mommsen-Blacas, ii., p. 504, note.
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have been claimed both as Kelts and as Germans ;
among the ancients the evidence of most of the earlier
writers is in favour of their Keltic origin, while later
authors (who knew the Germans better) called them
Germans. But even if the Cimbri were Germans, we
know so little about German armour at this date
that it would be rash to deny that the Cimbri may
have employed armour and trumpets such as are repre-
sented on our coins. It is therefore impossible to
determine whether the reference is to a victory over
any one particular tribe; and, indeed, it is most
reasonable to assume that the reference is quite
general to the victories over the northern barbarians ;
aceuracy in distinguishing the armour of the various
foes of Rome is hardly to be demanded of a die
engraver. De Salis assigned the coins to the years
102 and 101 ; the latter date seems on the whole the
more probable.

The letter Q is generally explained as a mark of
value (for quinarius). The value of this coin, it must
be remembered, was now 8 asses, and could no longer
be strictly expressed by V, as on the earliest issue.
Had the Q only occurred on the obverse, in close
connexion with the name of the moneyer—as a
matter of fact it is separated from the name—we
should have been justified in explaining it as
Quaestor,' and in supposing that Egnatuleius, for

! So Lenormant, La Monn. dans Pant. ii., p. 293.
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Senatus consultum Adramyttenum as a Senator of
praetorian rank.! In the latter case, the circular
shield, if not the oblong one, may well represent an
Eastern enemy.

The lectisternium type (No. 44)? commemorates
L. Coelius Caldus, probably a younger son of the
elder Caius, and father of the moneyer. He was
septemvir epulonum, and it is probably he who is
represented preparing the lecfum, on which the gods
were supposed to recline at the repast offered to them.
A third member of the moneyer’s family, probably
his uncle, is the C. Caldus mentioned on the same
coin as Imp(erator) A(ugur) X(vir sacris faciundis).
It is to be noted that the name and titles of this
member of the family are written close to the trophies,
thus confirming the suggestion that the trophies (and
the corresponding shields on the reverse of No. 43)
refer not to the Spanish victories of the elder
C. Coelius Caldus, but to some exploits of the moneyer’s
uncle of the same name. These exploits, as we have
seen, may have been partly in the East.

! The date of the inscription is uncertain: Mommsen (Ephk. Epigr.
iv., pp. 216 f.; Staatsr. iii., 986 note), supported by Foucart (Bull,
Corr. Hellen. ix. 401), gives it to 122—120 B.c.; Viereck (Sermo
Graecus, pp. 22 f.), following Willems, prefers 98—94 =.c., on the
ground of its containing this very name, C. Coelius Caldus.

2 If the curved object attached to the trophy with the oblong shield
is a karnyx, and not a lituus militaris, then this trophy must refer to
a victory over Gauls or Celtiberians. But, even so, the trophy with
the round shield may still be Eastern.
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thereupon broke up the comitia and for the time
prevented the law being carried ; hence the charge
brought against him. It appears from Appian
(B. C. i. 30) that Caepio’s interference was fruitless,
since the Marian veterans, who swarmed in the city,
in their turn drove Caepio’s ‘viri boni” from the
forum, the voting was resumed, and the Appuleian
law was passed.

Saturninus’s proposal reduced the price of corn
per bushel from 64 asses to the nominal sum of Z as.
Numismatic writers have generally assumed that the
lex frumentaria was not carried, but that the Senate
found it necessary to soothe the populace witha dole,
and that they accordingly instructed the quaestors to
buy corn largely, and decreed an appropriation from
the treasury to this end. It would follow that these
coins were struck EX S(ematus) C(onsulto) AD FRV
(mentum) EMV(ndum).

As a matter of fact, we know that the Senate (with
the single exception of the stalwart Metellus Numi-
dicus) took the oath to observe the terms of the new
law. The obvious consequence seems to be that they
must have instructed the quaestors to act in accordance
with the law, and procure the necessary corn. The
coins must therefore have been struck in order to
enable the quaestors to carry out the provisions, not of
some Senatus Consultum of which we have no other

record, but of the lex frumenfaria of Saturninus.
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THE SOCIAL WAR.
90 B.c.

46. Obv. Head of Magna Mater r., wearing turreted
crown and veil; behind, EX-A‘PV.
Rew. Victory in a two-horse chariot r.; before
the horses, a bird ; under them, C:, and
C'FABI' C'F' in exergue.

Silver denarius. 4'01 grammes (619 grains), B.M.C. I., p. 223,
No. 1596.

47. Obv. Head of Roma r., helmeted; behind, PV;
all in laurel wreath.
Rev. Victory in a two-horse chariot r.; insecr.,
MLVCILI.RVF.

Silver denarius (edge serrated). 395 grammes (610 grains). B.M.C.
I., p. 224, No. 1613,

It is probable that, in the earlier period of the
Roman coinage, all new issues in Rome only took
< place in accordance with a special decree of the
Senate. But after the constitution of the monetary
magistracy of the tresviri aere argento auro flando
Jeriundo, and even before this had become a regular
magistracy, rather than a commission appointed from
time to time as necessity demanded, no such special
decree of the Senate was needed, the issues being
made by the moneyers in virtue of their office. The
definitive constitution of the magistracy is placed by
Mommsen® between 104 and 89 B.c. It is just about

! Mommsen-Blacas, ii., pp. 47 f.
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they formed part are to be looked for in the Social
‘War. The denarii of C. Fabius fall into two groups,
both having the same types. In one group, which is
without the inseription EX A. PV., the various series
are distinguished by Greek letters on the obverse; in
the other, which has the inscription just mentioned,
the distinguishing letters are Latin, and are placed on
the reverse. We may infer that the former group
was struck first, and the latter only when it became
necessary to encroach on the reserve.

Nothing is known of the moneyers C. Fabius and
M. Lucilius Rufus. The bird on the reverse of
C. Fabius’s denarit has been described as a buteo,
because that word was used as a cognomen by some
members of the Fabia gens ; but the buteo was prob-
ably a bird of prey, whereas the creature shown on the
coins resembles an ibis or some other long-legged bird.
The choice of the Magna Mater for representation on
the obverse has probably no historical reason, and we
may assume that Fabius selected it on private grounds.
The serrated edge seen on the coin of Lucilius!is a
feature which occurs on Roman silver coins exception-
- ally in the second century B.c., and commonly from 92
to 70 B.c. The Romans were preceded in this fashion
_in the years about 200 B.c. by the Carthaginians, by
Antiochus III. of Syria, and by Philip V. of Macedon ;

1 The notches are not so clearly marked as usual on the specimen
illustrated.
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Rev. Cista mystica, with thyrsos, to which a fillet
is attached, leaning against it; on the
cista, a fawn skin; in the exergue, in
Oscan letters, retrograde, mi * ieiis * mi.

Aureus, 847 grammes (130'7 grains). Bibliothéque Nationale,
Paris. )

52. Obv. Helmeted female head (Italia), crowned
with wreath by a small figure of Victory
from behind.

Rev. Two warriors clasping hands; on the right,
prow of a galley, on which are a standard,
spears and shields; in exergue, A.

Silver denarius. Berlin Museum.

These five coins, of which three are unique
specimens at Paris or Berlin, are selected from the
numerous varieties issued by the Allies during the
Social War. The names of both the Marsian Q.
Pompaedius Silo and the Samnite C. Papius Mutilus
appear. The latter describes himself as ¢ Caius Papius,
son of Caius, Mutilus, Imperator.” The gold coin is
issued by Minius Ieius (Iegius ?), son of Minius.

There was no more effective expression of the
Allies’ defiance of Roman authority than the issue of
a coin in gold. The weight of the piece is that of an
Attic stater. Now just about this time Mithradates,
with whom the Allies were in communication, was
issuing gold coins on the same standard, in defiance

of the Romans, at Pergamum, Athens, and Ephesus.
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have seen, on the earliest Roman gold coinage (No. 11).
It is also found on the denarii struck by Tiberius
Veturius in 92 B.c. There, because T. Veturius
Calvinus was one of the two consuls who concluded
the treaty of the Caudine Forks, the type has been
regarded as alluding to that disgraceful event. If so,
it would be unique among the memorial types found
on Roman coins; and it is surely singularly perverse
to accept such an interpretation when the type may
equally well refer to the treaty (also concluded by
T. Veturius) giving the Campanians and Samnites the
rights of citizenship in 334 B.c. It seems more
reasonable, therefore, to regard none of these treaty
types as alluding to the Caudine Forks; although,
if any of them do so allude, it is the one placed by
the Allies on their coins, rather than either of the
others.

The significance of the Dionysiac types is obscure.
But they may have been partly inspired by the fact
that Mithradates posed as the ¢ New Dionysos,” the
liberator ; on his own coins he uses an ivy wreath as
a border.

The coins with the names of Papius Mutilus and
Pompaedius Silo were probably, as Mommsen points
out, struck early in the war; for Mutilus seems to
have disappeared from the scene after he was defeated
by Sulla in 89 ».c., although he lived some time
longer. Silo died in 88 B.c. ¢ The greater number
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210-5 grains). The author of the law was C. Papirius
Carbo, tribune of the people in 89 B.c., who, along
with M. Plautius Silvanus, carried the famous Lex
Plautia Papiria extending the citizenship. This was
probably passed quite early in 89 ».c., if not at the
close of 90 B.c.;! the law with which we are con-
cerned was intimately connected with the policy of
extending the franchise, and therefore was also doubt-
less passed early in the tribunate of Papirius. In a
considerable number of cities in Italy, long before the
passing of this law, bronze struck on the semuncial
standard was in use: e.g., in Calabria, at Brundu-
sium, Orra, and Uxentum; in Luecania, at Copia; in
Bruttium, at Vibo Valentia and Petelia. Bronze had
by this time already become a mere token coinage.
The money of the cities which were now incorporated
in the Roman state, and which therefore lost their
right of coinage, might have been called in, or tariffed
at some arbitrary rate; but what Papirius did was to
reduce the legal weight of the Roman as to the weight
prevailing elsewhere.” Very soon afterwards® even the
Roman mint was closed for bronze, and Italy—once the
home of the bronze standard—presents the curious*

! Mommsen, Rom. Hist. Vol. iii., p. 247, note.

2 Mommsen-Blacas, ii., p. 73, note.

3 About 80 B.c.

¢ Curious, that is to say, at so late a date in history ; for previous
to the fourth century B.c. little bronze was coined in the ancient

world.
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was probably he who, after the end of the Social
War, carried the law embodying two new tribes, and
who was praetor with Verres in 74 B.c. The Apollo
and the horse on his coins refer to the races celebrated
at the Ludi Apollinares. These were inaugurated in
212 B.c., and the annual celebration was established
next year by Piso’s ancestor, C. Calpurnius Piso,
praetor urbanus.

SULLA IN GREECE,
87—84 B.c.

55. Obv. Head of Venusr. ; before it, Cupid standing,
holding palm branch; below, L.SVLLA.
Rev. Sacrificial ewer and lituus between two
trophies; above and below, IMPER
ITERVM.

Aureus. 1072 grammes (1654 grains). British Museum.

This aureus is one of the earliest specimens of that
gold coinage, issued by generals in virtue of their
imperium, which eventually developed into the gold
coinage of the Empire. Gold issues of this kind were
at the time quite outside the province of the ordinary
Roman civil moneyer. Apart from that fact, the
fabric of the coin proves that it was not produced by
the mint at Rome. There is general agreement
among numismatists that it should be assigned to the
period of Sulla’s campaign against Mithradates.

During this campaign his quaestor Lucullus issued
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Lenormant as referring to the two salutations as
umperator received by Sulla—one in Italy, during the
Social War, the other in Greece after his first successes
there. Von Sallet, however, with much more proba-
bility, explains them as trophies of the two victories
at Chaeroneia and Orchomenus over Archelaus, the
general of Mithradates, in 86 and 85 B.c.' The aureus
must therefore date from the year 85 at the earliest.

The weight of Sulla’s first awureus is about -
of the Roman pound (its normal weight should
be 10-915 grammes). Later aure were struck
at % (Sulla and Pompeius), 4% (Caesar), and 2
(Augustus), and so on in regular decrease to the time
of Constantine.

POMPEIUS IN AFRICA.
81 B.c.

56. Obv. Head of Africa in elephant-skin head-
dress between ewer and lituus; behind,

MAGNVS; all in wreath. ’
Rev. A triumphal quadriga containing a person
holding a palm branch and crowned by a
flying Victory; on one of the horses, a
boy holding a palm branch and wand ; in

exergue, PRO" COS.
Aureus. 893 grammes (137'8 grains). British Museum.

Zeit. f. Num. xii, p, 381. These same trophies occur on a
contemporary tetradrachm with Athenian types evidently struck by
Sulla in Greece (B.M.C. Afttica, p. 1v).
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imperium, and only outside the city. Probably in
Spain, whither Pompeius proceeded in 77 B.c. as pro-
consul. This accords with the inscription on the
coin. Mommsen, it is true, associating the inscrip-
tion directly with the African triumph, has some
difficulty in explaining the title PROCOS. He notes
that (according to Licinianus) Pompeius, on his return
from Africa, triumphed with the title pro praefore ;
but he explains that between this title and that of
pro consule there is a distinction only of rank, not of
authority. Pompeius, having been despatched to
Sicily and Africa with an extraordinary imperium,
without holding or having held any magistracy,
might well have assumed the title pro consule in
Africa, and triumphed as pro praefore in Rome!
“Tout le reste s’explique facilement.” The extreme
subtlety of such an explanation becomes entirely
unnecessary if we suppose that the coin was issued
when Pompeius was actually proconsul, but before
the glory of his African triumph had been dimmed
by greater exploits. That was the case when he was
fighting Sertorius in Spain from 76 to 72 B.c. The
circumstances of the campaign might very naturally
demand the issue of a military coinage in gold such
as we have before us.

Other dates which have been suggested for the coin
are 71 B.c. (the Spanish triumph) and 61 B.c. (the
Asian triumph). In considering these alternatives
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not available.! This argument, therefore, carries no
weight.

We are thus, it would appear, free to choose among
the various available dates, and the period of the
first Spanish proconsulship seems to have more in its
favour than the rest ; since, other things being equal,
we are then able to connect both obverse and reverse
with the same event, and that an event of fairly recent
date.

The weight of the coin shows that it was struck on
the standard of 36 to the Roman pound.

‘THE SUBJECTION OF KING ARETAS.
62 B.C.

67. Obv. King Aretas kneeling r. beside a camel,
holding an olive - branch ; above, m.
SCAVR.AED.CVR'; below, EX S.C. REX
ARETAS.

Rev. Jupiter in a quadriga 1., hurling a thunder-
bolt; below horses’ feet, a scorpion; above,
P HVPSAEVS AED'CVR:‘; below, C.
HVIPSAE COS.PREIVER.CAPTV.

Silver denarius. 376 grammes (580 grains). B.M.C. L, p. 484,
No. 3878.

Aretas IIL, king of the Nabathaeans, interfered
more than once in the affairs of Syria and Judaea.

! Mommsen suggests that in this case it is Sextus Pompeius (first
cousin once removed of the triumvir), who was born about 95 B.c.
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service of Pompeius as quaestor. The scorpion may
indeed refer to some exploit performed by Hypsaeus in
the province of Commagene, of which it is the emblem.’
The significance of the type of Jupiter fulminating is
obscure ; for the suggestion that the god is meant,
as Zeds iyuoros, to refer to the name of the
moneyer, is not very attractive. After all, the type
was an old one. But the legend appears to connect it
definitely in some way with the capture of Privernum
by the moneyer’s ancestor, the consul C. Plautius.?
This feat marked the final subjection of the Volscians
in 329 B.c.® Probably* the type refers to the consul’s
triumph after his Volscian campaign ; for it must be
remembered that in a triumph the victorious general
appeared in the character and guise of Jupiter.

The form CAPTV (for capfum) is less probably an
instance of anousvara—i.e., the suppression of M in
writing—than an abbreviation caused by lack of space.

CAESAR IN ROME.
49 B.C.

58. Obv. Female head r., wearing wreath of oak-
leaves, and jewellery; behind LII.

1 But it occurs only on one of the two (or three) series of coins
struck by Hypsaeus, so that it is more probably a differentiating mark
of some kind.

2 His cognomen seems to have been Decianus, not Hypsaeus as the
coin gives it.

3 Liv. viii. 20.

¢ As Mommsen (ii., p. 491 note) seems to imply.
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_striking a military coinage in Rome itself, while
the only approach to a regular urban coinage was
being struck outside Rome! Thus there are denari¢
(No. 60) issued in this year for the praetor C.
Coponius, who was in command of the fleet at
Rhodes, by the monetary triumvir Q. Sicinius. Con-
stitutionally Q. Sicinius, as home magistrate, had no
right to issue a military coinage; he placed himself
within his rights by adding the letters S.C. The
inverted position of affairs, caused by Caesar’s occupa-
tion of the capital, could not be better illustrated.
But Caesar’s coinage, irregular as it seems, was none
the less the foundation of the imperial gold coinage,
which is, strictly speaking, an imperatorial coinage
issued from the Roman mint.

The goddess represented on the obverse of Caesar’s
coins is generally identified with Pietas, because this
name is inscribed against a somewhat similar head
on a contemporary coin of Decimus Brutus. But
the head on Brutus’s coin has no oak-wreath, an
attribute which must surely be significant. The
amount of jewellery which the goddess wears (ear-
ring, necklace, and pearls—apparently—on the knot in
which her hair is tied behind) suggests that Eckhel®
was right in calling her Venus, who would obviously
be appropriate as the divine ancestress of the Julian
family. But there appears to be no evidence that

! Doctrina Num. Vet. vi. p. 6.
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The shield, helmet, and war-trumpet are typically
Gaulish ; but it may be doubted whether the axe is not
a form of sacrificial axe rather than a barbarian weapon.
An axe decorated with a lion’s head is represented
among the sacrificial implements on denarii of P.
Sulpicius Galba issued about 69 B.c.;' and an actual
bronze axe with a bull’s head was in the Forman
Collection.? In the present case, a wolf’s head seems
to have been employed as ornament.

These auret and denardi of Caesar are alike extremely
rare. 'The aurer were struck at 38 to the Roman
pound of 327-45 grammes, evidently with the object
of approximating as closely as possible to one of the
many forms of the ¢ gold-shekel’’ standard which had
been almost universal in the Eastern Mediterranean
from time immemorial. Soon afterwards the standard
was lowered to 40 to the pound, or 8:18 grammes.
As the gold coins continued to be worth the same
number of denarii (25), the older, heavier ones were
probably melted down. This would account for their
rarity, but hardly for the rarity of the denard.

THE SENATORIAL PARTY IN THE PROVINCES.
49 =.c.
61. Obv. Young male head r., hair confined with fillet;
around, L LENT.C.MARC.COS (NT and
MA ligatured).

1 Grueber, B. M. C. i, p. 433, Nos. 3516 f.
2 C, Smith, Catal. of the Formun Collection, No. 160.
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obverse type we may recognize Apollo, whose head is
the regular type of the silver ¢ denarii” of Apollonia
in the first century B.c. The second coin, on the
other hand, bears a symbol which definitely connects
it with Sicily. For, whatever may have been the
original meaning of the triskeles,* there is no doubt
that, at the time when these coins were struck, it
recalled the three-cornered island of Sicily to the
Romans as clearly as the same symbol recalls to us
the Isle of Man. Now of any actual visit of the
consuls to Sicily in their year of office we have no
record ; and as our information with regard to their
movements, from the time of their leaving Rome to
their departure from Brundisium, is fairly detailed,
we may well doubt whether they went to Sicily at all,
But Pompeius was actively employed, until he left
Italy, in raising men and money from every source.?
It is improbable that he would have neglected Sicily,
especially as it was held for the Senate by Marcus
Cato, until the approach of Curio drove him to join
Pompeius. We may therefore not unreasonably con-
jecture that these coins were struck in the name of
the consuls, in connexion with the levies of men,
provisions, or money, which were being made on the
island by the Senatorial party. The ears of barley

! On this see an interesting note by J. Six in Sertum Nabericum
(1908), where it is suggested that the triskeles is the symbol of
thunder.

2 Cass. Dio. xli. 9.7.
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The third consulship of Julius Caesar dates this
coin to the year 46 B.c. It was struck by Caesar’s
lieutenant A. Hirtius,' the continuator of the ¢ Gallic
‘War,” who abbreviates the name of his magistracy
thus: PR. Does this mean Praefor, or Praefectus
urbi 2 The former is the more probable, since there
is no certain instance of the abbreviation PR standing
alone, without the qualifying dative or genitive VRB (i)
or VRB(is), being used on a coin for praefectus.
When, as in the coins of C. Clovius, the qualifying
word is omitted, the abbreviation is PRAEF.? Histori-
cally, the choice before us is an even one; for we
know that in or for the year with which we are con-
cerned Caesar arranged for the appointment of six
praefecti of the city and ten praetors® Hirtius may
have been either, and as either may have issued the
coin in question. On the whole, the evidence, from
a linguistic standpoint, favours the interpretation of
the abbreviation as Praefor.

An examination of a number of these coins shows
that they are hastily and carelessly struck from, as a

1 On Hirtius, see Max L. Strack in Bonner Jahrbicher, Heft 118.

2 Whether Clovius is meant to be described as praefectus urbis or
praefectus classis (or even praefectus fabrum, as Miinzer suggests, in
Pauly-Wissowa s.n.) does not affect the argument. The coins of
Q. Oppius call him PR, but there is nothing to prove that this means
praefectus. Cestius and Norbanus, also called PR, were most probably
praetors.

3 Cassius Dio, xlii. 51 and xliii. 28.
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of the head before the sacred images of the
gods :—

nec pietas ullast, velatum saepe videri
vertier ad lapidem atque omnis accedere ad aras.

CORINTH REFOUNDED.

44 B.c.

64. Obv. Head of Julius Caesar r., laureate ; behind,
LAVS'IVLI-CORINT (INT ligatured).

Rev. Bellerophon mounted on Pegasus r., striking

downwards with spear ; above and below,

[L'CERTO-AEFICIO C]-IVLIO-IVIR (AE
ligatured).

Bronze. 5'27 grammes (81'4 grains). B.M.C. Corinth, p. 38,
No. 487.

65. Obv. Bellerophon, wearing petasos and chlamys,
walking r., leading Pegasus by the bridle,
before an arched doorway. In exergue,
CORINTHVM:

Rev. Poseidon seated r. on rock, r. hand resting
on knee, 1. holding long trident upright;
on r. [P]TADI'CHILO, on 1. C'IVLI-
NICEP:1I'VIR.

Bronze. 834 grammes (128:7 grains). B.M.C. Corinth, p. 58,
No. 484.

The recolonization of Corinth and Carthage was
intended by Julius Caesar at the same time as an

‘“ atonement for two of the worst crimes committed
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The coin of the duoviri P. Tadius Chilo and C. Iulius
Niceporus, which is also for various reasons placed
early in the series, bears the legend Corinthum. This
use of the accusative is not paralleled elsewhere, and
is difficult to explain.

The types are local. The standing type of the
coinage of Corinth from the earliest times was
Pegasus.  Bellerophon himself was less commonly
represented. On one of our coins he is seen leading
Pegasus—having evidently but just tamed him—
towards the doorway of a building of some kind;
possibly this is meant to indicate the fountain-house
of Peirene. On the other, we have part of the battle
with the Chimaera—without the Chimaera. It is not
certain whether the figure of Poseidon reproduces an
actual statue.!

The coins are signed by the duoviri dure dicundo,
the highest officials of the colony, as eponymous
magistrates.

THE MURDER OF CAESAR.
44 B.cC.

66. Obv. Head of Julius Caesar r., laureate, veiled ;
in front, CAESAR; behind, DICT.
PERPETVO.

! See Imhoof-Blumer and Gardner, Numism. Comm. on Pausanias,
pp- 16 £., for the various Poseidon statues at Corinth.
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thus entered the ranks of the gods publicly worshipped
at Rome. Although the temple is represented on the
coin of Macer, it by no means follows that it was
actually completed at the time.!

There is thus no cogent reason for postponing the
magistracy of Macer until 43 B.c.; indeed, since
Antonius left Rome at the end of November, 44, and
was thenceforward active against the Senate, being in
fact declared a public enemy after his defeat by Hirtius
in April, 43, it is difficult to see how the Senate could
have allowed a moneyer of the latter year to place
the head of Antonius on the coins.? So far, Caesar’s
was the only portrait of a living person that had
appeared on the Roman coinage, and that in accordance
with a special decree of the Senate.® The privilege
would not have been repeated for Antonius during
the period of strained relations with the Senate; or
for him alone, without Lepidus and Oectavian, during
the triumvirate. Again, when the triumvirate came
into being, late in the year, Caesar had been dead for

! Any more than the Tempio Malatestiano at Rimini was completed
in the form represented on Matteo de’ Pasti’s medal of Sigismondo
Malatesta, which was cast in 1450 to show the elevation planned by
the architect Leone Battista Alberti.

* See Grueber, B.M.C. i., p. 548.

® Cassius Dio, xliv.4. What Dio saysis: Ilarépa ve abrdv s marpidos
érwvdpocay kal & T& voplopara évexdpafav. A better writer would
have inserted a word making it clear that it was Caesar’s portrait, and
not his title Pater Patriae, which was engraved on the coins ; but there
can be no doubt as to the real significance of the passage.
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The trophy on Casca’s coin commemorates the petty
victories which the tyrannicides won over the wunfor-
tunate Asiatics in the year before Philippi. On the
reverse of the bronze coin we find the insignia of the
quaestor who issued it (marking it accordingly with
the letter Q). -

THE TRIUMVIRS,
Nov. 43—Dzxc. 38 B.c.

72. Oby. Head of M. Antonius r.; around, M-'ANT-
ONIVSIHIVIRRM™C: .
Rev. Heroic figure (Anton) seated 1. on rocks,
with spear and shield ; around, L.
REGVLVS:IHI'VIR'A'T"F.
Aureus, 798 grammes (1231 grains). B.M.C. I., p. 578, No.
4255.
78. Obv. Head of Octavian r.; around, C:CAESAR
I11'VIR'R'P-C.
Rev. Aeneas carrying Anchises r.; around, in-
scription as on preceding.

Aureus. 824 grammes (127'1 grains). B.M.C. I, p. 579, No.
4258.

74. Obv. Head of Lepidus r.; around, M'LEPIDVS"
tI-VIRR:C,

Rev. The Vestal Aemilia standing 1., holding

simpulum and sceptre ; around, inserip-
tion as on No. 72. :
Aureus. 7-98 grammes (123-2 grains). B.M.C. I, p. 580, No.

4259.
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mint. The process is now complete ; these gold coins
+ are part of the regular currency, struck by the regu-
larly appointed officials of the mint, without reference
to the military imperium. Xqually important, how-
ever, is the emphasis laid on the personalities of the
triumvirs. The portrait of Julius Caesar was the first
to appear, quite irregularly, as the portrait of a living
person, on the coins;' then, in exceptional circum-
stances, came the portrait of M. Antonius ; now, with
the portraits of the triumviri reipublicae constituendae
side by side before us, we no longer feel that there is
anything exceptional in the portrayal of the living
rulers of the state. Another blow has been struck at
the ““republican ”’ nature of the coinage. On the coins
of Q. Voconius Vitulus and Ti. Sempronius Gracchus,
which De Salis has attributed to 37 B.c., the heads of
Antonius and Lepidus do not occur, and their absence
illustrates the growing power of Octavian, who alone,
with Divus Julius, is represented. This is the next
, stage. TFinally, after this year, not even the names of
the quattuorviri or other moneyers are inscribed on
the coins, while the types refer wholly to Octavian,
not to the moneyer’s family history; we have, to all
intents and purposes, reached the full imperial stage
of the coinage. With the revival of the bronze or
brass coinrage in 16 B.c., the moneyers’ names reappeared

! On the significance of the portraits of living persons on Roman
coins, see Macdonald, Coin Types, pp. 192 {,
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Rev. Crab holding in its claws an aplusire;
below, a diadem and a half-blown rose;
on 1. M'SERVILIVS, on r. LEG.

Silver denarius. 384 grammes (59-2 grains). British Museum.

Cassius, having crushed Dolabella in Syria, returned
to meet Brutus in Asia. Before proceeding to
Macedonia he undertook to punish the adherents of
the triumvirs in Asia Minor, and first directed himself
against the Rhodians, who had sided with Dolabella.
They attempted to appease his wrath, but he declined
to listen, and after defeating them by sea and by land,
gained possession of the ecity, which he plundered.
Plutarch relates that after his victory, when the
Rhodians hailed him as king and lord, he replied:
‘ Neither king nor lord, but the slayer and chastiser
of the lord and king.””?

Four objects are crowded together on the reverse of
this coin; of these it is obvious that the aplustre
alludes to victory at sea, while the diadem and the
rose speak of the royal greeting which the Rhodians
extended to their conqueror. But the crab is more
difficult to explain. If the rose, as the Rhodian arms,
alludes to the Rhodians, it would seem that the crab
represents the arms of the neighbouring island of Cos.?

! Plut. Brut. 30.

3 The crab had at this time almost disappeared from the Coan
coinage; but, as it had from the earliest times been the standing type
of the Coan coins, it doubtless always remained the badge or arms of

the city.
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Rev. Lion walking r.; below and above [L]VGV
DVN[I] ; in field 1. [A], r. XL.
Silver quinarius. 1-43 grammes (22 grains). British Museum.
77. Oby. Similar to obv. of No. 76; around MI.VIR:
R-N-C.
Rev. Similar to rev. of No. 76; above lion,
ANTONI, below IMP; in field 1. A, r. XLI-

Silver quinarius. Cabinet des Médailles, Bibliothéque Nationale,
Paris.

In the division of the provinces under the second
triumvirate in 43 B.c., Lepidus received Spain and
Gallia Narbonensis, Antonius the rest of Gaul. The
two triumvirs were represented in their absence by
legates ; P. Ventidius Bassus seems to have governed
Gallia Lugdunensis until, in 41 B.c., he leftthe province,
which then came under Fufius Calenus.

M. Antonius was born in 82 B.c. His 40th birthday
therefore fell in 42, his 41stin 41 B.c. Eckhel’s inter-
pretation of A XL and A X_I as anni or annos zl. or
zli. has generally been accepted, the point of the com-
memoration of Antonius’s age on these coins being
clear if we assume, with Hirschfeld, that they were
struck for his birthday and distributed to his troops.!
The locative LVYGVDVNI shows that the first, at any
rate, was struck at Lugdunum. It is certainly odd that
on the earlier guinarii the name of M. Antonius is
not mentioned. But if they were distributed on his

! See above, on Caesar’s coinage of 49 B.c. (p. 103).
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these conjectures, there can be little doubt as to the
occasion on which the coins were issued.
The early form Lugudunum for the name of the

city is noteworthy.

SEXTUS POMPEIUS IN SICILY.
42—36 B.C.

78. Oby. Head of Sextus Pompeius r. ; around, MAG:
PIVS: IMPITER:; the whole in oak-
wreath.

Rev. Heads of Cn. Pompeius Magnus r. and Cn.
Pompeius the Younger 1., confronted ; on
1., Ltuus, on r. tripod ; above and below,
PRAEF'CLAS‘ET: ORAE MARIT'EX S:C:
(some of the letters ligatured).
Aureus. 8'06 grammes (1244 grains). British Museum.

79. Obv. The pharos of Messana ; on the top, figure
of Neptune (holding trident and dolphin,
with his foot on a prow); lying before it,
a war-galley, bearing a military eagle, a
trident and a thyrsos. Around, inscrip-
tion as on obv. of No. 78.

Rev. Scylla, with double tail, and foreparts of
wolves around her waist, brandishing an
oar; around, inscription as on rev. of

No. 78.

Silver denarius. 3:86 grammes (595 grains). British Museum.
Sextus Pompeius Magnus was the younger son of
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have been struck in Sicily.! Scylla symbolizes the
Straits of Messana ; the obverse of the same coin shows
an admiral’s galley? occupying the harbour of Messana.
On the pharos is a statue of Neptune, naturally appro-
priate to such a place, but also significant of the fact
that Sextus claimed to be ‘“son of Neptune.” He
called himself Imperator iterum, probably after his
defeat of Q. Salvidienus Rufus in 42 B.c.; a victory
over Asinius Pollio in Spain in 45 or 44 having
allowed him to take the title for the first time.?

The augurship of Pompeius the Great* is alluded to
by the Ztuus behind his head; the tripod is also the
symbol of some priestly office.

Q. LABIENUS PARTHICUS.
40 B.c.

80. Obv. Head of Labienusr. ; around, Q. LABIENVS
PARTHICVS IMP.

Rev. Bridled and saddled horse standing r.
Silver denarius, 378 grammes (58'3 grains). British Museum.

! For others see my Coins of Ancient Sicily, Pl. xv. 6 and 9.

* The meaning of the thyrsos which leans against the aplustre (or
stern ornament) is obscure. Itis found in the same position on the
ship in the beautiful Ludovisi relief representing Paris and Oenone.
Attempts have been made to explain the significance of this Dionysiac
emblem on the relief, but without success. It seems still more out of
place on the flagship of Sextus Pompeius.

8 Cassius Dio, xlv. 10.

¢ Cic., Phil. ii. 4.
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Asia Minor were brought to a close by M. Antonius’
lieutenant, P. Ventidius, in 39 B.c.

The coin of Labienus must have been issued by
him either in Syria (at some such place as Antioch) or
in Asia Minor. A Syrian mint is, on the whole, more
probable, although it cannot reasonably be argued
from a statement of Cassius Dio that Labienus took
no Parthian cavalry with him across the Taurus.!
Labienus doubtless claimed that he was issuing money
in virtue of his Roman ¢mperium ; so he issued it of
the weight and in the style of the denarius; and, at
the same time, struck an awreus precisely like it in all
respects save metal and weight.

The reverse type alludes to the Parthian light
cavalry with which he raided Roman territory. It
offers an admirable contrast to the conventional repre-
sentation of horses which prevails at this time, is
evidently carefully studied from the life, and gives a
better idea than anything else now extant of what
the Parthian horse was like. It is difficult to explain
what it is that hangs from the saddle. One of the
Scythian horses on a famous silver vase, from
Techertomlitsk in South Russia,® carries an object
depending from its saddle in the same way, but on a
much smaller scale. None of the explanations that

! XT,VIIL 39: when Ventidius came upon Labienus in Asia Minor,
Labienus dvev 7&v HdpJwv perd mév adrdfer arpariwrdv pévey Fv.

? Kondakoff, Tolstoi and Reinach, Antiquités de la Russie Méridionale,
p- 298. I owe this analogy to Mr. O. M. Dalton.
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82. Obv. Bust of Cleopatra r., diademed, with small
prow before it ; around, CLEO[PATRAE
REGINAE] REGVM FILIORVM REGVM.
Rev. Head of M. Antonius r.; behind, small
Armenian tiara ; around, ANTONI -
[AJRMENI[IA] - DEVICTA.
Silver denarins. 3'58 grammes (552 grains). British Museum.
On his unfortunate expedition against the Parthian
Phraates in 36 B.c., M. Antonius was accompanied
by his ally Artavasdes, King of Armenia, with
6,000 horse and 7,000 foot. But, after the destruction
of the Roman siege-train under Oppius Statianus,
Artavasdes deserted the Roman cause, and returned
to Armenia with his troops. As the king was thus in
some measure responsible for the subsequent disasters
to the Roman forces, Antonius determined to have
his revenge; but he concealed his intentions until
after his return to Syria. In the spring of 34 ».c.
he invaded Armenia, obtained possession of the person
of Artavasdes by treachery, and carried him off to
figure in the triumph which was celebrated at
Alexandria. The recognition of the eastern capital
as a place where an imperator could triumph as well
as in Rome earned for Antonius no small unpopu-
larity. At the same time he proclaimed Cleopatra
Queen of Egypt, Cyprus, Libya, and Coele-Syria;
her sons received the title of King of Kings, Armenia
with other kingdoms being assigned to Alexander,
132







HISTORICAL ROMAN COINS

we have the tiara behind the conqueror’s head, and
the inseription ARMENIA DEVICTA. The prow,
which appears as an adjunct to the portrait of
Cleopatra, is difficult to explain, unless it be the
mark of some Syrian mint, such as Tripolis or
Berytus. ;

OCTAVIAN’S TRIUMPH,
29 m.c.

83. Obv. Vietory to r. on prow of galley, holding
wreath in r. and palm-branch in L.

Rev. Octavian in a triumphal quadriga r., holding

laurel-branch ; in exergue, CAESAR

DIVI F.

Silver denarius. 378 grammes (583 grains). B.M.C. IL, p. 12,
No. 4342,

84. Obv. Similar to preceding.
Rep. Similar to preceding, but with inseription
replaced by IMP - CAESAR.

Silver denarius. 3'98 grammes (61°4 grains). B.M.C. IIL., p. 13,
No. 4343.

The triple triumph which Octavian celebrated on
his return from the East in the summer of 29 B.c. is
alluded to in various ways on the coinage of the time.
The victory of Actium in particular is commemorated
not merely by the type of Vietory on a prow, but
also by a figure of Neptune standing with one foot on
a globe, and by a combined naval and military trophy.
The Neptune and the Victory are interesting as
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in all, the first occasion being in 43 B.c. But he also
employed the word, and does so here, in an extra-
ordinary sense, in that he used it as a personal
praenomen, inheritable by his children, and having no
direct reference to military achievements, When he
assumed this praenomen in 29 B.c.,' he dropped his
old praenomen Gaius.

CAESAR AUGUSTUS.
27 B.c.
85. Obv. Head of Augustus r.; around, CAESAR:
COS: VII- CIVIBVS® SERVATEIS.

Rev. An eagle, wings spread, holding in his
talons an oak-wreath ; behind his wings,
two branchesof laurel ; above, AVGVSTVS;
at sides of wreath, S. C.

Aureus. 7-81 grammes (120°5 grains). B.M.C. II., p. 18, No, 4371.
86. Obv. Head of Augustus r; around, CAESAR
AVGVSTVS.

Rev. A shield, inscribed $'MQ'R'CL'V:, leaning
against a column ; before the column,
Victory flying r., holding in her hands a
wreath.

Aureus. 792 grammes (1222 grains), B.M.C. II., p. 22, No. 4383.
In the Will of Augustus we read: senatu[s con-
sulto Aug(ustus) appe]llatus sum et laureis postes

! Cass, Dio, lii. 41; cp. xliii. 44.
136







HISTORICAL ROMAN COINS

in the type of the coin No. 86, which conneects Victory
with the shield of valour. On the preceding coin the
oaken corona civica is borne by an eagle. This is the
symbol of Empire, which Augustus is said to have
borrowed from Egypt, where it had, almost from the
foundation of the Ptolemaic dynasty, been used on the
coins as the type of sovereignty.! It must, however,
be remembered that the Romans had long used the
eagle for the purposes of a standard in war; and, the
Empire being based on a military imperium, the bird
would naturally come to be used as its emblem.

Count de Salis assigned the aurcus with the eagle to
the year 27 B.c., and the other piece before us to the
period 24—20 B.c. Hisreasons for this division appear
to lie in the treatment of the portrait. For our pur-
pose, it is sufficient to note that both were struck
between 27 and 20 B.c., and that No. 86, with its
pointed reference to the decree of 16th January, 27,
was doubtless issued in that very year.

THE RECOVERY OF THE STANDARDS.
20 B.C.
87. Obv. Head of Augustus r.; below, [AVGVSTVS]:
Linear border.
Rev. SIGNIS PARTHICIS RECEPTIS in three
lines, within a linear circle.
Silver denarius.. 3:82 grammes (59 grains). British Museum.

! See Oder in Pauly-Wissowa, Realencycl. i. 373.
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Augustus induced Phraates to return the standards
which the Parthians had on three different occasions
captured from Roman armies was one of the achieve-
ments of which he was most proud. ‘¢ Signa militaria
complur{a per] alios d[u]ces ami[ssa] devicti[s hostibus
reciperavi] ex Hispania et [Gallia et a Dalm]ateis.
Parthos trium exercitum Roman[o]Jrum spolia et
signa re[ddere] mihi supplicesque amicitiam populi
Romani petere coegi. ea autem si[gn]a in penetrali,
quod e[s]t in templo Martis Ultoris, reposui.””! The
standards recovered from the Dalmatians (in 33 B.c.)
were those which had been lost in 48 by Gabinius
and in 44 by Vatinius. Of those recovered from
Spaniards and Gauls we know no more than Augustus
tells us. The three armies defeated by the Parthians
were those commanded by Crassus (in 63), and by the
legates of M. Antonius,—L. Decidius Saxa in 40, and
Oppius Statianus in 836. The Parthians, threatened
by Augustus with war, handed over to Tiberius
the standards which they had retained, as well as
some prisoners.” Augustus celebrated their recovery
with great pomp ; among other things, he erected the
triumphal arch which is represented on the aureus
No. 89. The standards themselves were placed in the
temple of Mars the Avenger. By this, in the passage

At
! Mon. Ane. c.29. Op. Cassius Dio (liv. 8): eppdver péya, Aéywr
61e 7& wpbrepdy more év Tais pdyais dmokdpeva drovirl éxexdpuaro.
% Sueton. Divus Aug. 21; T4b. 9; Cass. Dio, liv. 8.
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temporary resting-place of the standards than the small
shrine of Mars Ultor on the Capitol ? Let us examine
the coins.

K Of the few coins chosen here, out of the many which
commemorate this achievement, the first (No. 87) was
struck in the East, possibly at Pergamum.* The second
(No. 88), on the other hand, is of Roman fabric. The
war-god carries a legionary eagle in one hand, a mani-
pular standard in the other. Both kinds of standards
are, of course, included in the general term signum.
This coin was probably struck on the return of
Augustus to Rome in 19 s.c. | These pieces do not
assist us to decide the question of the temples. But
on No. 90 (also struck in Rome at the same time as
No. 88), we see a circular-domed temple of Mars Ultor.

Now Borghesi? and Mommsen?® regard this type as
an anticipatory representation of the greater temple
eventually dedicated in the Forum of Augustus.
There is, of course, nothing improbable in the sug-
gestion that the type should thus anticipate the
completion of the temple which had been vowed
during the campaign of Philippi.# But one thing is
very clear from the remains of the temple itself, and
that is that it was not circular, but an octastyle

1 B. Gabrici, Numism. di Augusto in Milani’s Stud: e Materials, ii.
3 Buwres, ii., p. 379.

3 Res gest. div. Aug. p. 126.

4 See supra, p. 114. n. 1.
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itself is one of a class® which corresponded in weight
and purpose to the cistophori which had long been the
chief silver currency of the province of Asia.? The
old cistophoric types gradually disappeared; thus on
a piece issued in the name of M. Antonius, about
39—38 B.c., the ivy-wreath, snakes and cista mystica
still remain, but on the obverse we have the head of
M. Antonius in the wreath, while the ciste is trans-
ferred to the reverse, where with the head of Octavia
it occupies the place of the old bow-case. On a piece
of Octavian, struck in 28 B.c., the only relic of the
old types is the cisfa, used as an adjunct in the field of
the reverse.

Although it was no new thing for the different
cities of a province to send representatives to a
common assembly for some definite purpose, Augustus
is rightly credited with having first organized the
Kowdv ’Acias (commune Asige) in the form which
1t was to maintain for nearly three centuries. The
assembly met periodically, and its object was above all
to celebrate the joint cult of Rome and Augustus.
Once their religious functions had been fulfilled, the
members could proceed to deliberate on matters of
politics interesting the province. In the. province of
Asia there was one supreme high priest of this cult,

! On which see E. Gabrici, Numism. di Augusto, in Milani’s Studi e
Materialz, ii.
2 Hist. Gr. Coins, p. 138 1.
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Artaxias, who succeeded to the throne of Armenia,
when his father Artavasdes was taken prisoner by
M. Antonius in 34 B.c., had a troubled reign of some
14 years. His brother Tigranes, who had also
fallen into the hands of Antonius, had passed into the
possession of Augustus. When Augustus was in the
East, actually preparing an expedition against
Artaxias,! the Armenians begged that Tigranes
might be sent back to rule over them. While the
young prince was on his way, conducted by Tiberius,
Artaxias was murdered by his subjects. ‘ Armeniam
maiorem,” says Augustus in his Will,? ¢ interfecto rege
eius Artaxe c[u]m possem facere provinciam, malui
maiorum nostrorum exemplo regn[u]m id Tigrani
regis Artavasdis filio, nepoti autem Tigranis regis,
per T[i. Neronem trad[er]e, qui tum mihi priv[ig Jnus
erat. et eandem gentem postea d[esc]iscentem et
rebellantem domit[ajm per Gaium filium meum
regi Ario[barz]ani regis Medorum Artaba[zi] filio
regendam tradidi et post e[ius] mortem filio eius
Artavasdi. quo [inte]rfecto [Tigrane(m), qui erat ex
regio genere Armeniorum oriundus, in id re[gnum]
misi,”
¥ The denarius before us is generally supposed

! On this sojourn in the East, see Gabrici, Il secondo Viaggio di
Augusto in Oriente, Naples, 1900, and the same writer’s Numismatica
di Augusto in Milani’s Studi e Materiali, ii.

2 Mon. Anc. ¢. 27 ; cp. Tac. Ann. ii. 3; Vell. Paterc. ii. 94 ; Cass.
Dio, liv. 9.
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THE SECULAR GAMES.
17 B.c.

93. Obv. Head of Augustusr. laureate ; around, IMP*
CAESAR TR'POT'lIX. :

Rev. Augustus seated 1. on a platform inscribed
LvD-S; he hands an object, taken from a
basket at his feet, to one of two togate
figures standing before him ; in exergue,
AVGSVF'P; around, [L'ME]CSI NIVS.

Aureus. 801 grammes (123'6 grains). B.M.C. IL.,p. 53, No.
4487.

94. Obv. Head of Augustus r. laureate ; around CAE
[SAR] AVGVSTVS'TR IPOT.

Rev. A cippus inscribed IMP CAES AVG LVD

SAEC ; across field, XV S'F; around [L

MESCIN]IVS RVFVS [llIVIR]

Silver denarius. 347 grammes (53'5 grains). B.M.C. IL, p. 54,
No. 4488.

Since Augustus is described on the former of these
coins as holding the tribunician power for the eighth
time, its date is fixed to the year 16 B.c. 'We know
nothing of the moneyer L. Mescinius Rufus ; for there
is some difficulty in identifying him with the man of
that name who was Cicero’s quaestor in Cilicia in 51,
and served under Cassius in Asia in 43. Augustus,
as master of the college of quindecimvire sacris faciundis,
celebrated the secular games for the college in the
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carries a caduceus and a circular shield. On other
pieces, probably struck in the year of the games, two
priests (perhaps Augustus with another person) are
occupied in sacrifice at the altar. Further light is
thrown on the various ceremonies by the coinage of
Domitian, who celebrated the secular games for the
sixth time in his fourteenth consulship (a.p. 88).

THE PUBLIC ROADS.
17 s.c.
95. Obv. Head of Augustus r. ; around, S.P.Q-R-IMP.
CAESARI.

Rev. Triumphal arch with two openings on a
viaduet or bridge ; on the arch, Augustus,
crowned by Victory, standing in a car
drawn by two elephants ; around, QVOD

VIAE MVN'SVNT.

Aureus. 7-83 grammes (120'8 grains). B.M.C. II, p. 39, No.
4462.

96. Obv. Head of Augustus r.; around, AVGVSTVS
TR-POT-VII
Rev. On a cippus, the inscription [S:P-]QR:
| IMP.CAE|[QVOD V:'|M*S.EX"|
EAP'QIS| AD A'DE; around,
LVINICIVS L' [F-HIVIR].

Silver denarius. 4'03 grammes (62'2 grains). B.M.C. II., p. 49,
No. 4471.

1 The whole of the material relating to the history of the secular
games has been collected by Mommsen and Dressel in Eph. Epigr. viii.
pp. 225—315, and by O. Wasiner, Ludi Sacculares (Warsaw, 1901, in
Russian).
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Mars Ultor was built,) and the Flaminian Way
restored.? It would follow, if Mommsen is right, that
the grant made by Augustus to the treasury, and
commemorated on the cippus on No. 96, was not
identical with the money expended by him on the
Flaminian Way. However this may be—and the
distinction appears to be somewhat over-subtle—it
seems probable that the triumphal arch erected on a
viaduct or bridge, represented on No. 95, is one of
those erected on the Flaminian Way. Whether it is
the arch on the Mulvian bridge (the bridge over the
Tiber mentioned by Dio), or some other, we can
hardly decide. But it can scarcely be meant for the
arch at Rimini, which has but a single opening. And
the road on which it stands looks more like a viaduet
than a bridge.

In any case, the aureus, No. 95, commemorating
though it does an event of 27 B.c., was nevertheless not
struck until ten years later ; for it belongs to a class
which are assignable on various good grounds to
17 B.c. The denarius, No. 96, again, is dated by the
fact that Augustus held the #ribunicia potestas for the
seventh time in 17—16 B.c.?

We may assume that the year 17 B.c. saw the

1 Mon. Anc. ch, xxi. :
% Suet. Aug. 30 : desumpta sibi Flaminia via Arimino tenus munienda
reliquas triumphalibus viris e manubiali pecunia sternendas distribuit.

3 Another coin of Vinicius is dated TR. POT. VIIL, i.e., in 16 B.C.,
but late in the year.
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99. Oby. Head of Augustus r.; around, CAESAR
AVGVSTVS TRIBVNIC POTEST.

Rev. Similar to No. 97, but without CF.

Copper as. 1115 grammes (172:0 grains). B.M.C. IL, p. 59,
No. 4507.

100. Obw. Cornucopiae between S C ; around,
PVLCHER'TAVRVS'REGVLVS.
Rev. Coin anvil, wreathed ; around, HI'VIR
A-A'AFF.
Copper quadrans. 3:37 grammes (52'1 grains). B.M.C. IL,p. 76,
No. 4577.

The four coins represent the four denominations
which were instituted by Augustus. The quadrans
was never issued in large quantities; but the three
higher denominations persisted for nearly three cen-
turies. To modern eyes, time having covered the
surfaces of the majority of coins with a deceptive
patina, the distinction between the dupondius and
the as is usually imperceptible. But from analysis,
combined with a statement of Pliny,' we know
that the sesfertius and the dupondius were of brass
and the as and the guadrans?® of copper. The deno-
minations, as will be seen from Nos. 97—100, are

! H. N. xxxiv. 2. 4: the copper of Corduba contains, after that of
the Livian mines, the greatest proportion of zinc and equals the
quality of orichalcum (artificial brass) in sestertiz and dupondii, while
the asses are of pure copper. For various analyses, see Mommsen-
Blacas, iii. p. 38; Grueber in Num. Chron. 1904, p. 244.

3 Usually these small coins (like No. 100) have been called semisses ;
but they never exceed in weight a quarter of an as (Grueber, Num.
Chron. 1904, p. 241). Although weight counts for little in this token
coinage, it seems more probable that they are quadrantes.
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retained until the middle of the third century, when
the silver coinage had become so degraded that it could
not, as a rule, be distinguished from copper or brass.
We are accustomed, owing to the resemblance in
size between the dupondius and its half, the as, to
regard the system inaugurated by Augustus as
singularly unpractical. But, as we have seen, the
two denominations; when fresh, were easily distin-
guished by their metal, with a certain amount of
assistance drawn from the variation in their types.
Apart from this, however, these coins were all tokens,
representing an arbitrary value. The normal weight
of the sestertius from Augustus to Elagabalus was
kept, with considerable regularity, at one Roman
ounce (27-29 grammes); the dupondius and as seem
to have weighed the same, viz., half an ounce. The
aureus was equivalent to 25 silver denariw; the
denarius to 4 sesterces of brass; the sesterce to 4 asses
of copper. Since the aureus of this period was 4 1b.,
the denarius g 1b., the sesterce % lb., and the as
o 1b. in weight, we obtain the following relations
between the metals, as expressed in the coinage :—

Gold to silver as 1256 to 1.

5 brass ,, 360 1.

by iOODPer ;o 0B Tt

Silver to brass ,, 28 1.

»  copper ,, 56 » 1

Drase-40; sl sz 10 ek
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THE ALTAR OF LYON.
10 B.c.

101. Obv. Head of Augustus r., laureate; around,
CAESAR PONT MAX.

Rey. Altar, surmounted by eight objects of
uncertain significance, and decorated in
front with a wreath between two small
figures (?) holding laurel branches; on
either side, on a column, a Victory
holding a wreath and a palm branch ; in
exergue, ROMETAVG.

Bronze. 1102 grammes (170 grains). British Museum.
102. Obv. Head of Augustus 1, laureate; behind,
caduceus.

Rev. Similar to No. 101.

Bronze. 4:40 grammes (679 grains). Cabinet des Médailles,
Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris.

103. Obv. Head of Augustus r., laureate; around,
CAESAR AVGVSTVS DIVI F PATER
PATRIAE.
Rev. Similar to preceding.

Brass. 24'76 grammes (382-2 grains). British Museum.

The great altar of Lyon was inaugurated by the
Gaulish chiefs, in honour of Roma and Augustus, on
1st Aug., 10 B.c.! It is well known that Aungustus
allowed no cultus of himself alone, apart from Roma ;

1 See Toutain, in Rec. des Mém. de la Soc. Nat. des Ant. de France,
Centenaire, 1904, pp. 4565—459, where the date 12 B.c. is disposed of.
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been found for the two objects (if they are not meant
for small figures) flanking the laurel branches, or for
the objects on the top of the altar.

In addition to the series of coins (such as No. 101)
issued at the time of the inauguration of the altar,
there is a second series (to which No. 103 belongs)
issued after Augustus had received the title Pater
Patriae, i.e., after 3 B.c. Finally, there exists a small
bronze coin (No. 102) having the altar on the reverse,
and a laureate head of Augustus on the obverse, with
a caduceus behind it! It has recently been main-
tained that the festival of the three Gauls was
celebrated at Lugdunum on 1st Aug., because that
was the date of the festival of the Gaulish Mercurius,
and Augustus had been received into the Gaulish
Pantheon in the character of that god. The coin
seems to give some confirmation to this view.?

THE DEATH OF NERO DRUSUS.
9 B.0.

104. Obv. Head of Nero Drusus l, wearing oak
wreath ; around, NERO CLAVDIVS
DRVSVS GERMANICVS IMP,

1 Unfortunately much worn, so as hardly to repay reproduction.

2 See B. Mowat, Procés-verbaux de la Soc. Nat. des Ant. de France, 20
Avr. 1904; the theory of Augustus and the Gaulish Mercurius is
Otto Hirschfeld’s (Rec. des Mém. de la Soc. Nat. des Ant. de France,
Centenaire, 1904, pp. 211 1.).
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reign of Claudius. It is true that some of them bear
a portrait, the treatment of which recalls the style of
the coins of Claudius; this is the case with the awre:
inscribed DE GERMANIS in full (on a triumphal arch
or around a trophy of arms). Our aureus with the
shorter inscription, however, shows a broad treatment
of the head which seems earlier, and it may well have
been struck under Augustus or Tiberius.

THE SENATORIAL MINT AT ANTIOCH.
CIRCA 7—6 B.C.

105. Obv. Head of Augustus r., laureate; around,
KAIZA[POX ZE|BAXTOY ; fillet border.

Rev. The Tyche of Antioch, wearing turreted
crown, seated r. on rock ; she holds palm

branch ; at her feet, half-figure of the

river Orontes swimming ; around, ETOYZ

&K NIKHZ, and in field, YT (in monogram)

IB and monogram of ANTIOX.

Silver stater. 14-88 grammes (2296 grains). B.M.C. Galatia,
p. 166, No. 131.

106. Obv. IMPAVGVST: TR'POT. Head of Augustus
r., laureate ; beneath head, Ag (in mono-
gram, retrograde).

Rev. S'C* within laurel wreath.

Bronze. 1743 grammes (269 grains). B.M.C. Galatia, etec., p. 166,
No. 128.

The policy generally adopted by the Emperors from
Augustus onwards, in regard to the bronze currency
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by Eutychides of Sicyon. Again, there is a bronze _
coinage commemorating the assumption by Augustus
of some high priesthood (whether the office of Pontifex
'MaX1mus or some local Antiochene dlgmty ‘we _do

not know) But this coinage has a more definitely
local character than the other, on which at first the
name of Antioch does not appear at all. The inscrip-
tions on these two classes are in Greek. The third
“class of coins with the head of Augustus is illustrated
by No. 106. There is yet another small class of
bronze coins, without the Emperor’s head, but with
the names of the legates of the province, Varus
(7—4 B.c.) and Saturninus (4—54.p.).! The reverse of
No. 106 tells its own tale; the coin in fact corre-
sponds to the brass and copper coins introduced at
the Roman mint by Augustus in 15 B.c. At what
date, however, the Senatorial mint was established
at Antioch it is difficult to determine. In 14 =.c.
Augustus founded the colony of Berytus, and it might
be urged that the organization of the mint at Antioch
dates from the same period. But the coinage itself
does not, apparently, begin until later ; the first of
the silver coins above mentioned is of the 26th year
of the Actian era; 7.e., 6—5 B.c. The first coin with
the name of Varus is of the preceding year, 7—6 B.c.
The coins commemorating the high priesthood of

e S

1 On these various bronze issues, see Macdonald in Numssm. Chron.
1904, pp. 105 £.
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the year 17 B.c., in which Augustus adopted Gaius and
Lucius, the sons of Agrippa by Julia. Now as Gaius
was born in 734 A.v.c. = 20 B.c., he was only three years
old at that time ; his brother Lucius was still younger,
having been born a few days before the adoption. The
person whose head is represented on our coin must,
however, have been at least in his teens at the time
when the coin was struck ; afact which it is difficult to
reconcile with the date and interpretation given to the
coin by De Salis. Further, had the piece been issued
to celebrate the adoption of Gaius, we should have
expected to find his brother represented on the same
or on an analogous coin. But this one stands alone.

It seems, therefore, that we must look somewhat
later in the life of Gaius for the event which the coin
commemorates. Before proceeding further, however,
it is well to face any doubts we may have as to the
identity of the person represented. It is just possible,
but hardly probable, that the word CAESAR does not
refer to the portrait, but is to be read with the word
AVGVST which comes on the reverse. Even so,
however, the portrait must represent some youth in
intimate relationship with Augustus; and the choice
lies between Gaius and Lucius. And Gaius, being
the elder, is more likely to have been represented
alone than his brother.

In his Will' Augustus says, “ Gaium et Lucium

! Mon. Anc. ch. xiv. (Mommsen, Res gest.? pp. 51 ft.).
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the equites. That is of course the most probable
occasion.

The aureus, to judge from its inscription, seems to
have been struck mainly to commemorate the honours
heaped upon the two princes. L. Caesar assumed the
toga virilis and became consul designate in 2 B.C.,
probably on Jan. 1.* Tt is reasonable to suppose that
the coin was issued in the course of the same year.
It is a brief commentary on the passages from the
Monumentum Ancyranum and from Cassius Dio®
relating to the entrance of the princes on public life.
They are represented wearing the foga wvirilis; they
are veiled, and sacrificial implements are placed beside
them, to indicate that they held priestly offices, such
as Dio mentions in connexion with Gaius. They
have the silver shields and spears which the knights
bestowed on them.?

As Mommsen has shown, the attainment of the
dignity of _princeps iuventutis was equivalent to
nomination as successor to the reigning Emperor.
These coins, then, must have served as a means of pro-
claiming the choice of Augustus. They were struck
in great numbers, both in gold and silver, and circu-
lated Widely, not only in the Roman Empire; but far

! Mommsen, Res gest. p. 52.
2 LIV. 18.
® Dio (lv. 12), in describing the funeral ceremony of Gaius and

Lucius says that these decorations were dedicated in the Senate house;
but he calls them golden.
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Antonius augur cos. des. iter. et tert., 131

Antonius, M.: portraits of, 113, 118, 120, 181{.; his coinage as
triumvir, 118; his legates in Gaul, 123 ff. ; birthday coins, 124 ;
uses lion as badge (?), 125 ; his relations with Ventidius, 181 ;
his Armenian expedition, 181 ff., 147; his expedition againsb
Phraates, 182 ; his triumph at Alexandria, 182 ; bestows kingdoms
on Cleopatra and her sons, 1821{. ; his cistophori, 144

Anvil, 154

Aplustre, alluding to naval victory, 122

Apollo: head of, 9, 19, 24, 72, 89, 101 ; ¢ Apollo ” series of aes grave,
24

Apollonia : coins issued at, 105 £. ; ¢ victoriati ”’ of, 86

Appian Way, completion of, 10, 13, 18

Appuleius. See Saturninus.

Aquillius, M’, coins commemorating exploits of, 157

Ara Romae et Augusti, 159

Arches. See Triumphal.

Aretas III., subjection of, 98 f.

Argentum Publicum, 83

Arg. Pub., 83

Ariminum, arch a$, 151

Armenia : expedition of M. Antonius against, 181 ff.; given to
Alexander, son of Cleopatra, 182 ; recovered by Augustus, 145 . ;
Lesser, given to Polemo, 183 n.

Armentia devicta, 132, 184

Armenia recepta, 145

Armenian : arms, 145, 147 ; tiara, 181f., 145, 147

Artavasdes, king of Armenia, 182

Artaxias, king of Armenia, 146

As: earliest libral, 6 f. ; reductions in, 21 ff., 301.,46 f. ; of Augustus,
154, 156

Asia, Commune of, organized by Augustus, 143 £.

Aug. suf. p., 148

August., 165

Augustus, 186, 188, 145

Augustus (see also Octavian): portraits of, 136, 138£., 143, 145, 148,
150, 158, 162, 168, 171 ; receives oaken crown, laurels and golden
shield, 187 ; recovers lost standards, 188 ff. ; builds shrine for
them, 141f£. ; his temple of Mars Ultor, 140 f.; organizes Com-
mune Asiae, 144 f.; celebrates secular games, 148; restores

176































INDEX

Pergamum : coins struck at, 142, 145, 147 ; temple of Rome and
Augustus at, 145

Persephone, janiform head of, 50

Personal names and types on coins of Republie, 60 ; of Augustus, 157

Phraates IV. of Parthia: M. Antonius atitacks, 182 ; restores standards,
139 f.

Phrygian helmet worn by Roma, 13

P. Hypsaeus aed. cur., 98

Picus Martis, 61

Pietas, head of, 102, 109

Piso, 89

Piso Caepio Q., 45

P. Laeca, 66

Plaetorius (L.) Cestianus, moneyer, 117

Plated coins, 171

Plautius, Hypsaeus (or Decianus), C., 100

Plautius Hypsaeus, P., curule aedile, coin of, 99

Pliny: on earliest Roman coinage, 2 f.; on introduction of the
denarius, 28 {. ; on reduction of the as, 81 {., 47 ; on earliest gold
coinage, 38 ff.; on equation of denarius to 16 asses, 47; on
victoriatus, 72 {.

Pompaedius Silo, Q., coin of, 85 ff.

Pompeius, Cn., Cn. £., 97, 126

Pom(peius ?) Fostlus, Sex., denarius of, 57 ff.

Pompeius Magnus, Cn.: his African campaign, 94 {. ; sends Scaurus
against Aretas III.,99 ; sends Lentulus and Marcellus to Epirus,
105 ; portrait of, 126 ;

Pompeius, Sextus, Cn. £., his career, 126 f.

Pompeius, Sextus (first cousin once removed of the ITlvir), 98

Portraits of living persons on coins, 114, 120

Poseidon of Corinth, 110

Pound: of 273 grammes, 6 ; of 327'45 grammes, 6, 24 f£.; of 341
grammes, 24

Pr. = Praetor or Praefectus, 108

Praef. clas. et orae marit. ex S. C., 126

Praefecti of the City appointed by Caesar, 46 B.c., 108

Praetors appointed by Caesar, 46 B.c., 108

Preiver. Captu., 98

Priestly office, symbols of, 93, 107, 116, 170

Princeps iuventutis, meaning of title, 170
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BY THE SAME AUTHOR.

Historical Greek Coins

With 18 Plates. Demy 8vo. 10/6 net.

¢ Mr. Hill’s book on ¢ Historical Greek Coins’ is most welcome, and
will supply a long-felt need. His method is to select about a hundred
coins of special historical interest. . . . Then, in a full commentary
on these coins, he has brought out their historical value, shown what new
contribution they make to our knowledge, and, in some cases, indicated
the difficult problems of historical criticism which they involve. e
A work which could hardly be better adapted to its most commendable

purpose.” Professor Ernest A. Gardner.
It is impossible to open this book at any page without seeing some-
thing to arrest the attention.” The Guardian.

¢ If all history, rightly understood, is a part of biography, it surely is
something to come, through coins, directly, as it were, into touch with
reat personalities like Themistocles, Epaminondas, Philip, Dion and
flamininus. We may thank Mr. Hill for putting before the student of
Greek history these illuminating coin histories.” Journal of Education.

“Tt is to be h%fed the book will be widely used, among many other
reasons, because Mr. Hill promises in his preface that if this volume
meets with sufficient encouragement it shall be followed by a companion
dealing with historical Roman coins. For this an even larger field of
usefulness might be expected.” Speaker.

““The reader will find most of the great problems of Greek
numismatics adequately discussed with a laudable terseness and much
sound judgment.” Saturday Review.

¢ Mr. Hill writes clearly and with fulness of knowledge. In each
discussion he brings us abreast of the most recent researches, and at the
same time exercises an independent judgment. The result is a stimula-
ting and useful volume.” English Historical Review.

*“The present book adds to the long series of excellent English
publications one which must be regarded as a desirable contribution to
the process of making ancient numismatics accessible for purposes of
historical research and archeeology.” Dr. H. von Fritze in the

‘¢ Wochenschrift fur Klassische Philologie.”

“It is a kind of survey of the history of Greek coins since the
Seventh Century B.C. untif the coming of Augustus, which one would
strongly recommend to the student who wishes to become initiated in the
fascinating and subtle problems of this study.”

Theodore Reinach in ‘‘Revue des Etudes Grecques.”

¢ Mr. Hill knows better than most numismatists the literary and
epigraphic material which bears on Greek coins, and he is practised in
historical criticism beyond the limits of his special department. In short,
the compilation of a numismatic commentary on Greek history could not
have been put into better hands. . . . It will widen the outlook of
every historical student who consults it, and help greatly to teach him to
check second-hand evidence by the realities of ancient life.” Times.

¢ Mr. Hill has a way of making his learning attractive.” Spectator.

¢ The general reader has before him a short account of the history of
coinage in Greece, for which he should be grateful : it is well and clearly
put. . . . We can speak with great satisfaction of the interest of the



HISTORICAL GREEK COINS—continued.

book which is written with caution and sanity. The reproductions are
excellent.” " The Athenseum,

«“The author’s exposition provides much that is gugi?estive. RIE
to be hoped that he will carry out his idea of issuing a similar selection of
Roman coins.” Dr. R. Weil in the *‘ Deutsche Literaturzeitung.”

¢ The commentary is especially noteworthy for the delicate tact with
which the certain is distinguished from the uncertain, controversies of
secondary importance are avoided, and, in cases of doubt, a decision

is reached between opposing hypotheses.” 4 v
Dr. K. Regling in the *‘ Zeitschrift fur Numismatik.”

Coins of Ancient Sicily

With 16 Collotype Plates, 80 Illustrations in the text, and a Map.
Demy 8vo. 21|= net.

¢ Mr. Hill’s book on Sicilian coins is popular in the best sense of the
term, . . . butitis none the less thoroughly scholarly.”

Manchester Guardian.

¢ The book is a success. It is written with a clearness and decision

which show Mr. Hill’s thorough mastery of his subject; the descriptions

are interesting and the plates are a delight.” Pilot.

“ Among the travellers who visit Sicily there are many intelligent
and cultivated persons who will find this book a useful commentary upon
their guide-books and histories.” Guardian.

¢ The present volume is a successful attempt to present the chief facts
in Sicilian numismatics in such a way as to be unc?erstood by the culti-
vated layman and to interest him. . . . the descriptions are so
interwoven with artistic criticism, historical allusions, and literary
parallels that the reader is not often wearied. Two good indexes
complete the work. The plates are beautiful, and their reproduction
of the finest.” Athenacum.

Mr. Hill has done his work excellently and with complete mastery
of his subject. He proves himself a writer no less agreeable than well
informed on affairs of art, . , . if there is a book capable of
awakening in the literary public a taste for antique coins, and the studies
attaching to them, it is assuredly this one.”

Theodore Reinach in the ‘‘ Revue des Etudes Grecques.”’

*This is a very beautiful, and, we may add, a very cheap book,
dealing with the series of coins which are generally—if not universally—
admitted to be the flower of the whole numismatic art of the ancient
world. . . . There existed no monograph in English dealing with the
whole history of the Sicilian coinage till Mr. Hill produced this present
book. . .. Mr. Hillis to be regarded as a benefactor by all nglish
arghaeologlsts, and not by those interested in coins only, f%r producing
this han some book, which embodies the last results ‘of inquiry into
the whole coinage of Sicily from the commencement of its issues, some-
where about B.C. 540, down to the extinction of its mints in the time
of the Emperor Augustus. He has written so as to be understood by

Z}v‘;ll'g iniillll‘g:a‘ﬁent student of art or history, carefully eschewing or

numismatic technicalities,” Saturday Review.
CONSTABLE & COMPANY LTD 10 Orange Street Leicester Square WC
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