
Why I edit Wikipedia 
and why you should too 

Diliff, Pitt Rivers Museum Interior, Oxford, UK - Diliff, CC-BY-SA 3.0 

Sharing through Wikimedia is sharing with the world 

Arne Wossink, Wikimedia Nederland, wossink@wikimedia.nl 



Ggia, Sheep shepherd at Vistonida lake Glikoneri Rhodope Prefecture Thrace Greece, CC-BY-SA 3.0 
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So why do I edit? 

Photo by CEphoto, Uwe Aranas, CC BY-SA 3.0 



Knowledge belongs to all of us 
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Diego Delso, CC-BY-SA 4.0 

Vision 



Encyclopedia 

• Anyone can edit 
• Multiple languages 



Hatnote 
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http://listen.hatnote.com/


Coyau, Vocabulaire_de_l'académie,_1832_01, CC BY-SA 3.0 

Wikipedia in 5 figures 
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Five Pillars 

• Encyclopedia 
• Neutral point of view 
• Open content 
• Civility and respect 
• No firm rules 
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Encyclopedic 

• Sufficient sources 
• Sufficient quality 
• No ‘original research’ 
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Neutral 
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• Verifiable 
• Accurately represent points of view 
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Sources 

• Neutral 
• Good quality 
• Secondary 



 Dorothea Lange, Farm Security Administration, PD 

Quality control 

• Featured Articles 
• Open peer review 
• Hoaxes get found 
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Open content 

Rondal Partridge Farm Security Administration, Dorothea Lange atop automobile in California, PD 





What open means… 
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• Anyone can contribute 
• Anyone can read and re-use 
• Anyone? 
• No, not anyone… 



#WeMissTurkey 

Nevit Dilmen / Durova, Antep erased2, PD 

https://vimeo.com/267522154
https://vimeo.com/267522154


Community 

• 1000s of volunteers worldwide 
• Online and offline 
• Civility and respect 
• It’s about YOU too! 



• Software 
• Legal 
• Donations 

• Cooperate with 
GLAMs 

• Support volunteers 

• Content 
• Rules, structure 

Editor community 
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Organisation 



Achim04, Venezianische Messe Ludwigsburg 089, CC BY-SA 4.0 

Privacy 



Enough talking! We need… 

© Jorge Royan / http://www.royan.com.ar, India - Kolkata electricity meters - 3832, CC-BY-SA 3.0 



An example! 

© User:Colin / Wikimedia Commons, Backlit keyboard, CC-BY-SA 4.0 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:AWossink/sandbox






Bill Larkins, CC-BY-SA 2.0 





Wikidata 



Examples of Wikidata queries 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:SPARQL_query_service/queries/examples
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:SPARQL_query_service/queries/examples
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:SPARQL_query_service/queries/examples
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:SPARQL_query_service/queries/examples


 Dorothea Lange, Farm Security Administration, PD 

So what can I do? 
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• Create an account! 
• Write! 
• Take pictures! 
• Make videos! 
• Hack! 
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Credits 



Questions? 

• Arne Wossink 
• wossink@wikimedia.nl 
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