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FOREIGN OFFICE STLTEMENT

October 9, 1937.

The Leogue of Notions has declered thet the cctions now being taken by

Japen in Chinec ore a violetion of the Ninc Fower Treccty end the Treaty for
+he Renunciotion of War, and the Stete Depertment of the United Stctes hes
issucd o stotement to the seme purport. However, these steps must be
ottributed to on unfortunate lack of understending of the reel circumstences

os woell as thc true intention of Japen, r stcte of nffairs which the Japenesc

Government decm very regrettoble.

The prcsent Sino-Jcpencse nffoir origincted in the unworranted ettack

mede by Chinese forces on Japonese grrrison troops legitimntely stetioned in

North China under rights cleerly recognized by treaty. The troop which vas

monenvering at the time of tho outbronk wecs o very small unit. The Japonese
perrison force wes then scettered in differcnt ports, engoged in peece-time

duties. After the outbreck of hostilities, Japen did everything in her power

to reach o local settloment of the ineidont, even at the srcrifice of
strotegical cdvanteges. Thesé foets core sufficicnt to prove thet the oction
of thc Jepenese foree wes by no meons premeditoted but simply defensive.

Chinn is undoubtedly responsible for the spread of the gffrir to Shonghai

and then to other points of Centrel China. She openly violated the Lgrecment L .
for the Cessction of Hostilities concluded in 1932 by concentroting ' " :
overvhelmingly numerous forces of morc than forty thousand men in the f
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,DEF. DOC. #1127

demiliterized zone and cttempted to ennihilate oup Navael lending Ferty,

numbering but a scent three thousend, eand wipe out our 30,000 netioncls living

in the Settlement, amongst whom were meny women end children,

The subsequent dcvelopment of ‘the Jopencse militery ection has becn but

the unavoidable conscquence of the hostile operetions of Chine, who,

ignering our policy of e locel setilemont end non-eggrevetion of the situation,

moved ond concentreted her lerge srrico cgeinst us. The ection which Jepen

is tcking ot the present time is ¢ metsurce of defense to which she has been

compelled to resort by the premediteted provoeative cets of Chinc.

Whet the Japonese Governrent .scek todoy is mercly the cbendonment by

China of her enti-Jepenesc policy and the ostcblishment of cnduring peecc in

Eest laic, through sinecre cooporrtion between Japan and Chine. They have

no territorial designs whntever,

In the light of these circumstonces, it must be firmly declored thet the

present ection of Jepan in Chine contravenes none of the cxisting treatics

which cre in forece.

The Chincs:- Government, lending themselves to Communist intrigue, hove

brought cbout the present hostilitics by their porsistent ond molicious
anti-Jepancse messures and their attempt to do cway with the rights and vital
interests of Jopen in China by force of aorms. Tt is they who should be dccmed
& violator of the spirit of the Trecty for the Renuneciction of Wer -- o

mcnace to the pecce of the world.




#

s o B Cl-Ralr g
7y Tt P R W S o

TR S—

..,..‘.11, 4

-

_{ﬁl:'?lh-""-w

st -

.
B b -.

R = e o 4;.-#.&3@:&"‘:‘%
DEF. DOC, #1127
CER i o o O i
Stet
cnent of Souree rng ;uthcnticity
¥ 5 IL'.Y..'SHI Ko
b ’ 'O
r'u, Chicf of the /rechivaos Scetion Jap
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LA €.
Cortificq nt Tokyo :

°n this 8th dey o =pril, 1947

(signed)__ K. H.Y.\SHI

Signcture of Cfficial

Witness, (signod);ﬁ- UR/.BE
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