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J ( Summary)

e

v ' DIAMOND (Weekly magazine), 1 Jun == ‘then the new wage standard for
officlais was announced last November, the National Personnel Authority
start.ed the public with the raise of family allowances from 250 ven to
1,250 yen, It is not known what prompted the change of plans but
Director ASAI's response, made on 18 April at the plenary session of
the House of Councillors, revealed a plan to adjust the allowance svstem
at the earliest possible date, Judging from the fact that the social ard
economic contradictions in the family allowance syvstem will make
nemselves obvious in the course of time, the readjustment of plans is
justifiable,

The family allovance system originates.in the government plan to
ilghten, psychologically rather than substantially, the living hardships
caused Dy the wage control carried out as one of the war time controls.
This system came to be regarded as one of the most important
determinants in fixing the wage standard, accompanying as it did the
sudden' rise of the post-war labor offensive. As a matter of fact, it
cannot be said that this system is entirelvy irrational, because it does
recognize that the larger one's family is, the heavier one's burden of
ilving becomes, The recent rise of the workers' real wages, however, has
accelerated a move to reexamine the merits of the rise. Steps have also
been taken to adopt the system whereby wages are paid according to the
abllity of the individual, Furthermore, criticism has been directed
towards the family allowance system, where the cuestion of labor
efficiency is completely disregarded., The system whereby those with
iarge families are paid nigh wages will be favorable to the worker on.Ly
as long as labor employment conditions are stabllized; but in the
absence of such conditions, those with large fanilies will find it
decidedly unfavorable,

Kspecially in JAPAN today when the proob.ems of personnecl
readjustment and difficulty of finding employment are great, those who
have large families are invariably avoided by employers., As a result s A :
worier with a large family regardless of his abllity finds it extremely ,’i

difficult to find a job., It cannot be denied that there is a growing |
tendency. today to conceal the numbers of one's family when appiying for®
a job.

In short, all these factors point out the unsuitability of adopting
the idea of subsistence pay in fixing wases. Needless to say, wages
pald should be equivalent to the amount of work done: but wages paid
shouid also correspond to the quality of labor efficiency.

If factors other than labor efficiency.are to be taken into
consideration in fixing wages, they should also include social, welfare,
and charitable work, If, nowever, such a qualitative change in wages
takes place, the results would be the same as the imposition of expenses
for social and welfare facilities thrown compietely upon industrial
circles, Such a burden would inevitably cause a rise in prices, and
consequently wou.ld raise the level of common .lving expenses, In the
case of countries depending basically upon export, as BRITAIN and JAPAN,
the competitive power against foreign countries will be weakened,
Yoreover, the social and economic evils attached to the welfare pay
system, such as the family allowance system, will effect the spirit of
the system itself, As mentioned above, the larger one's family the
more difficult it is to obtain employment., This factor, however, is not
iimited to those with large families only; for women worlkers who in
principle have been elevated to a status equal with men, 1n regard to
work, wages, etc, have also found it extremely difficult to obtain
employment., Althouch they may have equal status, their work has been
proved inferior in comparison to men, and they are not physically built
for the same type of work,

In short, the addition of non-economic factors to the conditions of
economic transactions nnavoidably givesrise to @conomic evils, From thel
economic point of view, the wage system should naturally be based upon
the principle of cfficiency pav.

e &
WG T T3

U ———— M‘."-:}#.f-";

an ]




FIFD F.0, 11652 SEC. 3(F) AND 5(D) OR (E) NNDG #

A Happy Family lLife =

Summary

The family system, which was lauded as a heautiful custom of
our country before the war, was consciously and otherwise broken down
with the enforceméent of the new Conntitutinn founded on the spirit of
democracy, freedom, and respect for human rights. By this drastic
reform, it seems the Japanese have been 8 free from every family
restrictions, but, at the same time, does it not appear that we have
lost a firm foundation and have become a peonle with no foothold.

It is indisputable that the Japanese family system, with its time-
nonored regard for feudalistic customs, res ;1‘1cted freedom and
obstructed the progress ?'Uvégxwxﬂfﬂ" livelihood. Such having been
the case, it was only natural that the removal of these various
restrictions had to be resorted to law. However, it is deplorable
that with the abolition of the family system many beautiful customs
and high moral principles were also wiped out as inappropriate for the
nev age.,

In AMCRICA and in the advanced European countries, the young
couple live away from the parents usually because their social
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TTEM 10 WHY GIRLS LEAVE HOME by KANZAKT Kiyoshi
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(Summary)

SHINJOEN (Monthly magazine), Jun }}9 == The cold war is not
limitcd to the international political scene; it even flickers in
the feudaligstic Japanese household, where there is a dearth of mutual
love and unders :h(“ﬂ’ petween the parents and their children. The
constant friction between the new and the old in many cases has
caused young girls to run away from their homes. Statistics show
that the number leaving their homes is the lowest in January.
However, there has been a large annual increase., In Jaunary 1949
the number of runaway women and girls reported to the Tokyo nolice
alone numbered 340 or an average of 11 a day, whereas in January
1947 there were only 100 cases, and in JanUﬁ“" 1948, 150, The
nardships in living are accelerating the collapse of the feudalistic
family system, which has been laid open by the knife of democratization.

A "Lookout Notice on Runaways, Iost C:h]’*""en and Missing People™
i85 published daily by the Metropolitan Police Headguarters hased
on reports irom some 70 police stations. How QV“P, the present "lLaw
on the Execution of Police ”ﬂtwqa," provides protection for only
"lost children, the sick and the injured" and does not include girls
who have ran away from home, The police cannot legally apprehend them
for their own protection, even if found, unless the danger of
suicide, kidnapping, theft, etc is immediate and okvlouu. Although
the personal freedom gusranteed by the Constitution must be

safeguarded, it seems only logical that runaways should also be
1]1Pnd Jnﬂer some restrictions, at least as a preventive measure for
accidents and crime,

I'he soon2r these girls are found, the more unhappiness will be
prevented., Among girls found after a month or more has elapsed, those

who have not turned into streetwalkers are rare inﬁﬁﬂﬂ. wh
m:tonishps us on examining the Metropolitan Police record is
great number of runaway children under 10 years of age, when they
dependent on their parents., This attests to grave defects
amily system, particularly in the inability of parents to
control tmlr chllr‘“ There is a pradual inerease in the mumber
leaving home between thf ages of l1ll and lﬁ, but from 15, there is a
sharp increase which conflmaeu‘untll the 19th year. The '"bad year,"
as the 19th is called in the age of a glrl, 1s 1n truth the most
dangerous. Girls who leave thelr homes impulsively do not
realize that their actions are almost always suicidal. The most
dangerous period extends from 15 to 2 yvears of age, with the
figure sharply dropring off after the 25th year. The increase in
the mumber of women who leave home after 50 is a phenomenon
apparently reflecting the disintegration of the old family system
to the extent that it can no longer provide for the aged,
UENO is the great cesspool which claims not only the runaway
girls of TOKYO, but of all JAPAN. Out of 102 girls reported
missing, only 4O have been found, YOSHI'ARA and HATO-NO-MACHT
(TN: Red light districts of T7KY0) guarantees the remainder a
strange 11V617h00d |

Our attention is also drawn to the fact that many cases of
girls running away are not reported to the policee This indicates an
indifferent attitude on the part of the ga“ﬁnto. A study of their
family conditions reveals that the preatest mumber of them come
from homes where both parents are present, and points to the
seriousness of this problem today. Financial reasons which give
rise to discord in the homes can be traced to 50 percent of the
casese The function of the home in providing protection for the

children becomes paralyzed, authority and order are lost, and
family life itself begins to crumble. Not only runa aways but juvenile
delinquents and vagrants increase as a result of living
difficulties. T cannot but shudder when I think of the products of
homes ruined by gigantic monopoly capital as it throws the majority
of the Japanese to a state of acute poverty,
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JITEY 10 CRIENTAL CONCEPT OF ILAW AND FAMILY XAINO Michitaka.

( summar y)

HORITSU JIHO (Monthly Magazine), Mar & After the war, the

ruling classes of JAPAN reconciled themselves to the establishment
of a new Constitution, but were unprepared for the sudden growth

or application of democratic ideas among the people. "hen the

new Consitution was still in the stage of discussion, measures for

the assurance of individual dignity and the right to work were

advocated, but when it assumed conerte form, a2 different view was

adopted,

The prineciple of Oriental patriarchism is regaining its place

what is termed "public welfare,” It is not a system that gives

support to logical conclusions drawn after the exhaustion of all

possible human ideas, hut rather a system foreing people to rely

on their superiors and leave everything to their discretion. This 1s

illustrated by the revised National Miblic Service Law, which runs
counter to the spirit of the Constitution, n this law, employment
conditions were fived at the unilateral will of the Government, with
the result that enployes were forced to work from 0800 to 1700 hours at a
pay rate of 1l sen for two weeks'! of toil, Under such circumstances
the best possible tactics for o to adopt would be to indulge in
sabotage, which is a ;rioticn similar to what was known as "trickery"
(YORYO) in the former Japanese army. DBut this phenomenon, which 1s
now rapidly becomine universal tqrqurhout the country, does not mean

A L

a challenge to patriarchism, but is indicative of a vicious secret
movement to ruin the (‘T“tlt 1tion,

The Japanese patriarchial system is one which denies legal rights
and obligations and attempts to settle everything by love and duty. The
people, in some instances, were “hrmif+ed to make appeals, but if
these appeals had been Lomk(* cn as rights, they would have been
charged with contempt of tholr rule Thus, they could only trust
to his compassion, or benevolence as lﬁlﬁ fo”n by Confucius.

Rulers or family heads adherent to Orientalism took pride 1n belng
called "the benevolent,"

Those who drafted the new Constitution inwardly regarded it and
the people with contempt, for behind this scene existed invisible
fortresses of tureaucracy, as nvidonﬂpd, for example, in our taxation
laws. The Income Tax Law now in forzce is enough to drive the people
to starvation., Ar individual with an anmal income of 1,000,000 yen
18 toxad 7“1 )00 vren, This hﬁ ever is the minimum income 1f one
sees uhe ncri for 70,000 yen per month, to exercise the right to
maintain thC*"ﬁru;iﬁwf”'ww%uVi*ij*TH:Lwﬁﬁv- ﬂnl culturel living, as
stipulated in Ariicle 25, of the constitution. As long as the
micéieus of pﬁlltlp*l power is for removecd fram the people, banevolence
will contimie to hold its position as the basic factor in governance,
and as long as it remains so, the Oriental P ily system will contime
to exist as the ruling system of our ccuntry; The spell of the ruler,
however, has begun to wane by force of circumstances which no longer
permit him to exercise benevolence to his advantage. Ltlempls
are being made to hring foseism to the fore again, but the people are
not so powerless as to allov the attempt to succeed,
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ITEM 7 INTRINSIC
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NIIGATA NIPPO (Niigata), 1 Jun == TT 18 reported that some town
and village offices in this prefecture - (Niigata) are reducing or
abolishing tle family allowance of their of ficials due to finnn *al
dllbm,nltleb. When the job classification system was recen ly adopted
for Government employees, the family allowance system also }r'C'mf an
issue, but it was left unsettled. Oince the problem also involves
private concerns in general, now ﬁs the time for both employers and
employees to consider the intrinsic nature of the family allowvance.

Needless to say, wages of salaried workers are the price of
their labor power, but they are not necessarily in proportion to their
productive “ff4cien0”' In this respect, thelr wages are quite different
.from those of carpenters and Dlgstarpru,v.o s0t the same wages regardless
of thoir teclnical skill. Tn short, wages of salaried men are deci ded
by over-all conditions including age, ,;.porw ence, technigques, etc.

Some argue that it is only natural to abolish the family allowance,
now that birth-control is demanded, since the family allowance gy stem
was adopted during the wnr for the purpose of encouraging an increase
in population. In view of present conditions, however, this contention
is wrong, At Dresent, the f3r11” allowance is aimed “t reliceving to some
sxtont the disproportion between wages and living expenses. Actually,
far from encouraging child-birth, it does not cover 2ven Onc tenth of
the cost of living.

In plain words, wages day must D€ nlled abnormal wages, due 10
poor government, for if it is proper to pay ° wa'ﬂccnrdﬂnn“to*ww*t,
ganeral wages are too low in comparison Hith the current commodiy
pl‘i 29 e

™n a socicty where wages are paid by a just merit system, and where
no rxn701t“t17n ﬁnqwo~“ exists, workers are supposed to be guaranteed a
surc means of living. Therefore, the fﬁm y allowance should not be
abolished, either thcoret:® oally or pr 11y, until Japanese economy
is rebuilt and workers'! wages, a merit system, fully
guarantee their Wﬂv‘i’ NE o
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THE FAMILY ALLOWANCE SYSTEM

i —— A i el A ——— =

(Summary) CEP 1945
CHUKYO SHTMBUN (Nagova), li Jun == The family allowance system was
crnated durine the war and is still in force. During the war, various
,rol measures were adopted to prevent prices from rising. Control
Wﬁqnn in 1939, but in munition plants, family allowances were
a means of increasing actual uappf, in order to hold
]a-mmrs. The svystem was publicly approved since 1T was in accordance
with the national noligy to increase ﬁOﬁnlﬁtion. But even wlth the
end of the war, the family allowance system has not been abolished.
On the contrary, it has come to be more widely adopted. Since prices
of foodstuffs soared durins thé postwar period, and those with large
fanilies to feed were thrown into severe living difficulties, the
ﬁnlﬁrf ement of the family allowance system was regarded as necessary .
The *c+ that labor unions advocated the living wage principle and
rtrog'”d the importance of family allowances has undeniably contributed
to the enlargement of the system.
Howe er, since last autumn, voices have begun to be raised Ior
the establishment of a ware system on the basis of efficiency, because
the evil effects of the family allowance system took on new perception.
'rom the standpoint of management, wages should be decided according
to the amount of work pvoﬁwced by a worker and his skill and not
according to his living expenses. The existence of enterprises will
be endangered if they have to pay wages on the basis of the living
wage principle. With the implementation of the Nine-Point Feonomic
Stabilization PTorrqv, mass unemployment is imminent. It is natural
therefore, that enterprises are inclined, and prefer to dismiss
employees with large families who are paid huge family allowances.
Such people, once dismissed, will find it difficult to obtailn another
job because employcrs will be more apt to hire those with fewer
devendants. If this is true, workers themselves will become dissatisfied
ith the living ware principle and desire that a wage system based on
e ficiency he adopted.,
Since the pace of inflation has deer rﬁ;cd, abolition of family
allowances at this time will not affect the woriters! livelihood.
By adequate readjustment, a wage system fhfch Ulll enhance the workers'
will to work will be ostahlished. All problems cannot be solved by
economic measures zlone. The wagze system should be readjusted at this
tim *“*1e the living difficulty of those who have many dependanis
s};oul(‘ be ecascd by some social mcasures.
Enternrises should bhe relisved of their present burden of paying
family allornnoﬁ” Tf this is not done, production cost cannot be
decreased and ﬁ”ice“ rnﬁ; rrevented from risinz. As a result,
Ja anese goods will rﬁt 3b‘e to successfully compete in overseas
markets. Now tnat the popu] tion control is being required, the
Lanlly allowance system . chould be abolished, because it has lost its
raison dfetre,
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LbCe (6) Family expenditures {n yen (total ané food) in 28 cities including Tokyo,
Woyember 10, "98‘**11(.. 6,490; 1n rr‘ok}o 17, 7"3 ?LS\.; }%9 -SF!S,- 17 JAN 1849

J‘J\.Jl

,{00 (6) Average famlly eXp andi tures in ven, totol and food respectively: 1a <8

‘atties including Tokyo—Dece mber 15,013 and 9,384; in Toxyo only-—18, 1«9 'nl l] 674,

D .'ﬂ a’bu o VY .r{_-‘ .I‘ﬂ h U : “5

5) Averago fd”il CXPLL 1i+uru9 ia yen, tel and food reevcectively: 1in

o8 cities including Tokyo—-April 11,583 and '7,.4 0; in Tokyo only 13,423 and 8,579,
OUTC IESSAGES — SRS 13 JUN 1949

(6) Average femily expenditures in yem, total aad food "espectivbly in

sities including Tokyo-~May 11,939 ead 7, 496 ia Tokyo only 14,276 a
'OUTGOING MESSAGES - SRS iL 1944

W (6) Avorage family expenditures in yen, total and focd respectively: 1in 26
cities including Tokyn—August 11,710 and 7,405; in Tokys enly 12,981 and B, 308,
(Japanese Economic Statistics Bulletin o, SC will cm-tai n regrouping of food ex~
po::dituros.) DL ik Mt SAGES — SRS 1u A K ‘149
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New Year's Message Hopes

Tradition Is Preserved
~_and Strengthened ‘oo
Strong commendati
the traditionally virile tumly
structure of Japan as a mnm
of stemming the
tide of mater-
jalist.c thought
18 eontained in _
the New Year's s B g Asahi Shimbun
message to thcgg e B The Wakabayashi family, residing at Yodoshi, Fujimiyva City at

Japanese peopl: v. A . the foot of Mt, Fuji, was found o have live generations living in good {

b h N heaith. The head of the household is Chohei Wakabayvashi, who is 100
issued y the I years old. His son, Sotare, is 74. and his grandson, Kenzo, is 53 yvears
ngt Rev. ¢ld. Masanobu, his great-grandson, is 26, and the fifth generation i3

Mmmman de De Fu”u..." represented by one-year-cld Takasumi, his great-great- grandson The

five generations of the family, whose name incidentally means “Young
Furstenberg Archbmhop De Forest,” are sitting with Mt. Fu)i as & background. From left to right

Furstenbexg 18 the special Irép-| they are: Chohel, Sotaro, Kenzo, Takasum! and Masanobu Wakabayashkl,
resentative of Pope Pius XII
in Japan and as such is the ™
leading figure in Catholie Me'
in this country.
The text of the message is;
as follows:
People of Japan:

By way of wishing you
genuine happness for the
New Year and the vears thatl
will follow, may 1 eXxpress
the hope that vyour ltrongl
and beautiful family tradition
may be preserved” and
strengthened. The family is
the central cell of society and!
if the family is flour.shing and’
healthy the nation can be so!
alse,

It is the sturdiness of your
family life that is offering the
strongest opposition to mater-i
ialistic thought and ityis your,
family system also which 1si
wornking inost effectively to-
ward the rehabilitation of‘
those minds and hearts whlch
werg momentarily led astray
You know that His Holmess.
Pope - Pius XII in opening the
Holy Year of 1950 called upon'
Catholics throughout the world|
to ﬂﬂly and do penance ln’
ortdér 10 call down the bless-
ings of'peace and forgivenm
uponiithe world and 1 hope
that the people of*Japan will
obtain a rich lhan in then-

bbsmp : 1
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STRESSES FAMILY LIFE

Is Basis for Democratie Sociely,
Says Missionary éGo

Family life would be the

strong basis in establishing a}

democratic country, Miss Irma
II 1 gh b:] Llﬂ,h, - ] ey “L"V
retary of the ot
National Chris- &
tian Council of @& 5
China, told the ,,..;. -_.?5'-',-“__:-..___ 4
Nippon Times. ;_'_ﬁf :
Vigs High- & ' Sw
baugh, who L |

%1

served in China 3 _,-.v M v 2

i

@ missionary, is currently visit- |
ing Japan as a consultant of|
the National Christian Council |
and International Missionary|
Council to pgive advice on
family life,

Miss Highbaugh, who arrived at
Kobe on April 9 from Manila wher'e‘
she worked as consultant of the
Federation of Christian Churchesg on
ftamily life problems in the Philip~
pines, nas with her the Exhibit of!
Home and Family life materials |
which includes materials from
China, India and the Philippines. ’r

"My conviction ig that you learn
how 1o live in the family and then
carry the same behavior in your
sociely,” she remarked. |

The noted woman Christian mis- |
sionary asked the Japanese people |
Q@ consid2” the fL_-l;u‘ﬁl.;g three |
points: 1. What are the problems
Of Japanese family life?: 2. What |
values are there in vour old fumilyl
system?;, 3. What are we. thel
Christian churches and other m-'
stitutions, doing to help these pl‘m)-f
lems, and what can we do?

.
she plans to visit Japanese }mmes!
Oof many economic I« vels, in
course of her stay here.
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NEW ?AMILY-CENTER | Ncwmnter
TO HOLD 1ST MEETING. :

A movement deserving of

Body to Teach Youths nmunreurved support by all
‘Democracy in Action’ demoeratic-minded people was
officially launched “Monday

The first general meeting of €vening in Tokyo, Called the
the New Family Center spon-we“" Family Center, it seeks

sored chiefly by Mrs. Nancy 1o make the democratic way
Echols, will be held at 7;30'01 life the most natural thing!
p.m. Monday, July 17 in thelin all phases of Japanese
Asahi Shimbun auditorium. |activities.

The meeting will set up an; All too often, persons talk

organization to assist Japanese,|democracy but fail to act ac-l

regardless of age but with em- |, . 4: |
phasis on youth, in their ad- ordingly. Through groups—

justment to the democratic lierthe family centers—th_e éen-|
in postwar Japan, Mrs. Echols co‘uragemerlxt and the gmdance*
declared. lwill be given the Japanese

0o : l
The New Family Center aims!peopl"' and especially the

at teaching the Japanese Da,o_;youth, to live democracy. |

ple “manners, morals, conduct| Democracy itself is a living
and democracy as it alffecis the}thing, and it is only natural|
individual,” according to the | that the people should become|
American woman. a part of that dynamic ﬂowi

The teaching will be done through :
any appropriate media such as dis-'of life which has brought

cussions movies, publicati(ms,'ﬁ'eedom, liberty and happiness

games, sports, music and drama, to the fr :
and 1t s ooén to &) ' intetested the free nations today. Any

parties, Mrs. Echols announced. movement which will aid that
Other promoters of this move- process ,.3 welcome and must

ment believe that they can teach
Japanese youth “democracy in be WhOIQheartedly backed.

action” by working with them" Mrs N Rt
through such methods as mention- ' ey Echols, origina

ed ahove. tor of the New Family Center,
The group on an informal basis deserves every bit of credit

has been active for the last two ; :
vears and is very popular among due her, for her deep sincerity:

Tokyvo youths. and energetic efforts have

“We are not competing with any :
other organization in Japan which made possible her dreams that

is working toward the same goa) S0me way would be found to
:lurts.“ ;:c:(:l!; it;ﬁggii::e;nh them,” enable the Japanese people to
_ understand more fully the
"Hf democratic way of life while
s | contributing to better relations

» between the nations,

The vista ahead for the New

FAMILY GENTER ~ |Family Center is wide and

spacious, and the fields fertile.
IS INAUGURATE Cooperative and unstinjed ef-
forts are now~ needed to
execute the broad program,

Mrs. Nancy Echols Sponsors ahead. Japan's youth will nol/

, be found lacking in their dosire!
Project to Teach Japanese . ... - democracy’s ways. |

® = =

Youths Democracy JU

V "
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The New Family Center but the emphasis of the Cen-|
was mmaugurated in an impres- ter will be to give guidance 1o
sive meeting Monday night in the young people in their re|
Tokyo to educate Japanese Jafions with their families. |

vouths in the true spirit of Mrs. Schols urged the agdiegc%

which included young ana aau’l
democracy. : Americanis and Japanese, 1o give|
Mrs. Nancy EChO]S’ wife of support as volunteers and financial]

SCAP’s Public Informationlassiltance in successfully executing

I : : T
Officer. Col. M.P. Echols, has :,!?nt::ugmm of the New Fam”bl

beef‘ the Jeading SP‘)“SO’{' of the Dr. Tokujiro Xanamori, chief
project and explained its pPro-flibrarian of the Diet Library, spoke

gram to over 300 Americanand stressed the importance of
'moral virtues and a full understand-

. | :
and _Japanese whq attendedPn‘ of democracy as the requisites
the inaugural meeting at the in the building of a new Japan,

Aszhi Shimbun auditorium. | A congratulatory mesSage from

: agq 'Q ; ‘William J. Sebald, chief of SCAP's
In her address, Mrs. Echoxsi_mplommc Sectich . was read fo
noted that the .project hadine meeting by Glen Bruner, of the

been under consideration. for!Diplomatic Section.

s ' Hisato Ichimada, governor of the
b g and outiined t*he-Bank of Japan, promised complete

program undertaken Ilor the support to the project, and Tadash@
past six months of holding | Hasebe, president of the Asahi

' ' apanese | Shimbun, delivered a short talk
“eekly paticgs for 4 pane emphasizing the need to build the

young PeOple to offer them pror new Japan on a firm democratic
per guldmce. foundation., He noted that the idea

ew Famil Center, for the New Family Center came
e " y ’ from Mrs. Echols but declared that

which _i3 a privale Organizaci,, . ork must be carried on
t'on, will be established, Mrs.|{rough the efforts of the Japanese

Echols said, with full consider- pegﬁle. : sopis g yamal
' irty members o 0
ation of the Japanese way OI;Gakuin choral club offerec musicali

thinking and their customs. ,, mpers. Kenzo Suzuki, member
1+ desires to cooperate thhgof the Asahi Shimbun editorial staff,

other organizations : having;acted as chairman of the meeting.
similar objectives, she added,|
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The Japanese Husband

He Has Shortcomings but He'’s Not as Bad as He

(The writer is the Mrs. Mogi
of the “"Mogl ARfair"” which
aroused a storm of coniroversy
last vear with the publication ol
her letter written to Pearl Buck,
eriticising the materialistic and
superficial attitude of American
women. The following is a con-
densed and translated version of
Mrs. Mogl's original article writ-
ten in Japanese —THE EDITOR)

- . e el

It has become something ol

a fad these days for Japancse

wives to unanimously label the

Japanese husband as an un-

feeling brute who should only
too rightly be given what he
deserves.
the surrender which brought
with it a broadening of the
outlook on
Japanese women, The
nese fair sex that the Japanese
husband was a peculiar
duct of a peculiar environment,

The Japanese husband, also,
frankly admits that it is so. He
probably thinks that he could
better put up with a few de-
rogatory remarks about him.
self, rather than actually get
into an apron and Dbuckle
down in earnest to dishwash-
g like another Dagwood
Bumstead. Unfortunately, the
situation is worse than he
thinks. According to a “White
Paper
band”

tion.
man is seething with discon-
tent. They have pugnaciously
announced the “down-with-

the-tyrant’s-rule” in the house.!
hold. They have been scream-l

ing for “prevention of cruelty
to women.” They say, with de-'
hcate allusion, “Please refrain
from using brute force on
‘wives and in the Diet s2ssions.”

No Actual Case

. However,
husband as bad as all that?
Although we frequently hear

the complaint that Japanese:
husband do not hestitate to use

brute force when necessary.
we have never actually come

across a casé where the wife!

was knocked down by the hus.-
band and had to be treated at
a hospital. Modern Japanegse
history shows us that there
‘have been no Japanese “Blue-
beard” or other bloodthirsty
characters. Perhaps there has
‘been an overexaggeration.
'After all, husbands are human
beings with normal human
frailties and shortcomings. It
cannot be helped if they some-
times commit errors. They are
not machines.

i..';eettled down into a machine.

This 18 the result of .

the world of the,
idea
then dawned upon the Japa-

pro-

on the Japanese Hus-
issued by Japanese,
wives, they have gone down
sadly in their wives' estima-|
The Japanese little wo-'-

s the Japanese:

S(FY AND

h-*———--m_-—_*—"-- '

8y MRS TFRUKO MOGI

The tragi-comical antics of
Dagwood seem to revolve
around the question of whether

a husband should be a r‘machinei

or @ human being. Unfortun-

ately Dagwood seems to have

The Japanese husband, on the

human being. However, the

‘problem here is the fact that.
'the Japanese husband has a

other hand, would rather be af

tendency to enjoy his freedom
‘as a8 human being at the ex-|
pense of his wife, |

\

The original purpose of mar-
riage. does not lie in merely

\

serving as a tool to sat'isfyi
sexual needs.
‘based on mutual understand-
ing and help.

The American: husband of,
the Dagwood type always care.
fully extracts a picture from
‘his wallet and shows it to you
'with the remark ihat it is his
wife and also, the most beauti.
'ful girl in the world.
‘Japanese husband, on the other
‘hand, would never say that he
‘considers his wife beautiful
If one happens to remark that
'his wife is beautiful, he in-
stantly
“Don’t be absurd, My wife is
'as ugly as a crow.
'this in the spirit of the remark|
‘he usually makes when he|

It - should be

The

refutes it, saying,

"

He says

gives a present to someone, “I
would like to give this to you,
although it is an insignificant,
trivial thing.”

Not as Gallant

I think that the Japanese
husband is a hypocrite: he|
tries to show himself in as bad
a light as possible. Hence the
remark, “My wife is no good”,
where an American husband
would gallantly say, “My wife
is wonderful.”

This gshould be rectified. 'I‘heh

harm it causes is greater than

‘the Japanese husband realizes,
It would not harm them, or

make them fall lower in any-
one’s eyes if they should do

this,
. Another thmg which should

‘be noted about Japanese hus-

bands is their atroc¢ious lack ot
attention and interest in their
‘'wives when their wives grow
old. Japanese husbands should
‘follow the example of then
lwestern brothers in this re-
'spect, In the Western world,
]wheneve1 a woman puts a ci-
garette in her mouth, a man
'instantly whips out a lighter

'.(”\

|

and lights her cigarette for her.

When she sits down,
tries to make her chair com-
fortable for her. Whenever
she wears something new, the
man compliments her on her)
improved appearance. Such
considerate actions would not
be possible if the man were (0-

the man

|
|

|

's Made Out to Be:

OR (F) NNDO

|

tally disinterested in his wife,
Such small attentions would!
boost the morale of the Japa-
nese wife, and make the little
woman look 20 per cent young.
er and more beautiful, I am
sure,

Dislike Office Calls

This difference in the pat-
terns of behavior in the wesli-
ern male and the Japanese
male can be partly attributed
to the law of supply and de-,
mand: the less the supply, the
greater the demand. Another
cauge is the difference in both
cultures. Western civilization
places emphasis on the bed-
room. Japanese. civilization
emphasizes the familg with
stress upon filial piety and love
for one's children. Expression,
of this kind of love was en-
couraged, with the result that
it became a matter of custom
to be extremely reticent about
love for one's wife. The Japa-
nese male was made to play
the part of an unfeeling man.
Now, he actually feels a sort
of absurd self satisfaction in|
assuming this kind of a cynical
pose, and saying, “My wife is
an insignificant creature.”

However, this perverse kind
of love which the Japanese
‘husband bears for his wife can
'be said to be deeper and re-
fined. It can be likened to the
Japanese haor: (overcoat),
‘which although severely plain®
on the outside, has for its lin-
g an extremely beautiiul
fabric which can be glimpsed
only occasionally, Neverthe.
less, we cannot blame the Japa-°
nese fair sex for yearning for a
more concrete love which is
more apparent, and therefore
more enjovable, when we coh-,
sider that life is too short to
waste on such niceties. They
will keep on yearning in vain,
however, as long as the present.
Japanese society clings to its
present customs. '

Different Emphasis |

Japanese husbands extreme- |
'y dislike wives to make phone
calls or call upon them during
office hours. Whenever a wife
happens to call at her hus-|
pand’'s office, her hushand’s:
friends say to her, “I assure:
you, ma’'am, there is nothmg to |
worry about concerning your |

husband, Your husband is de-t

voted to you.” They purposely
misinterpret the intention of:
the visit, Whereupon the hus.
band himself chimes in, saying,
“Why don't you stop being so
suspicious and go home? You
don’t belong here.”

| myself once had this bltter
experience. Since there was
nothing 1 could do, I went
home, sick at heart. On the
way home, I met an American
neighbor of mine, who offered
me a lift in her car. Since!

.&(ncri('ans are an eti
minded people with
canny instinet about t
ings of other people, s
mediately szensed my
and asked why 1 was ¢
50 out-of-sorts. I told h
reason, and concluded wi

remark, I'-uppﬂse such
do not occur in the

otates., To my Surpris
told me that in the
States, wives are very
come at the office. The
was that, sometimes, wh
wife happens to drop in
husband's office, she fi
beautiful secretary on he
band’s lap. However,
sured me that it only
ed when there was a
seating facilities. In b
the United States, the
unwelcome at the offic
there is a lack of seatin
ities: in Japan, the wife
welcome whether the:
enough chairs or not,

Wives Unwelcome

It 18 no. women who &
welcome in Japanese
It is only wives who a
welcome. Therefore, al
there may be some high
ed man who wishes
through life sharing its
ures with his wife, hi
intentions would not wit
the influences of Japané
ciety, which makes thé
sence of wives unweleco

L

In this way, the wife’
becomes restricted 1¢
household only, while t
band alone, keeps up wi
world, As the result, t
retrocedes, while the h
Progresses An irre
chasm opens up betwes
husband and the wife.

Evervbody realizes th
evil is inherent in the g
structure of society. Ho
nothing has been done {¢
this problem which has ¢
for vears between the h
anad the wife,

Special mention mu
made of the “shayo” h
(A family which is on t

cline.) These husbands,

strictly belong to the

period, used to be epic

Somecone once remarke
the war produced wido
spinsters, However,
“shavo’” husbands were
n that they set a prec
over the war: they
“golf widows' and “me
widows'' elc.

Already Sick of

It was not due to

that their wives were

pointed in them. The
already sick and tired
husbands before the wg
ed. If there was a
which their wives saw
it was probably their {
accounts, However, w
surrender, they lost a
money, They could no
afford to frequent their
pleasure -haunts. On
that, they could not e
work., In this respect,

did not make them lo

husbands, but on the
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Americans are an etiquette- |
minded people with an un-|
canny instinct about the feel-
ings of other people, she im-
mediately sensed my mood,
and asked why I was looking

50 out-of-sorts. I told her thC?

CLASSIFIED E O,
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hand regained their husbands!
for them. It is no wondeér, that}
in such cases, thére were many |
wives who revolted against
their now idle husbands.

Love is an essential thing in

the relationship between the

AND
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'happily married, a mother

and, besides, what she has all
her life wanted to be, an

actress.
Her job, she says, leaves her

more waking time with her

reason, and concluded with the! b ,
remark, “I suppose such things ‘husband and the wife, At the

do not oceur i the United same time, a certain amount of

'material things is also essen-
l tial. Japanese women are not

told me that in the United should be realized that it is a
States, wives are very unwel-’ necessary thing in life. |

come at the office. The reason * In order to have a happily
wat that sometimes. when the married lifé, husband and wife
wife happens to drop into her should not be too possessive.
husband's : office. she finds ai They shou'ld'allow each other
beautiful secretary on her hus. a certain limit of freedom. The
band’s lap. However, she as- | wife should be. allowed go her |
sured me that it only happen-| own way, while.the husbaqd
ed when there was a lack of should be allowed to go his

seating facilities. In brief, in! way. This new ethics, together!
with a new kind of affection,

the United States, the wife is| ' |
unwelcome at the Ofﬁce when ShOUld be EStabll.Shed bEtween!
the Japanese wife and hus-| |

there is a lack of seating facil-
band.

ities: in Japan, the wife is un- | _
welcome whether there are I can stale, with some pride,
enough chairs or not. that, regarding the other points

of the Japanese husband, I ami

BY MILLIE lOHANSEN at school in the winter, 1 am

A Japancss Righ scheol|asleep. While they are awake

teacher has written that it:my husband and I are awake,
alavid Rl ' dgn’ dhadun girl'too, and while they are asleep

K "
students showing s» much in-| " ° &€ working.

terest in careers such as Amer- : Th'e dau%ht_er l_oves b:}lgb
ican women have.” ancing and 1s piano-ambiti-

, : ous., The son, also interested’
“For it s22ms to me,” he

in music, is studyving drama
wrote, “that in America career|in college. They all love books
mothers have no time for their|and often read aloud to each;
children - and show little in-|other. They picnic at an out-
tercst in them. It is not good |doOr oven jn the yard, every-
for thes2 girls to think about|on€ helping with the cooking.
careers because it will keep'HOt dogs, hamburgers, corn

. iand potatoes which they
them from being good mothers planted and dug up together
later on.”

from the garden the whole]
In the June

children than. the *average‘
mother has. “While they m:
|
l

| i
issue of “Na-|/family had a hand in plan-:
' tional Parént Teacher,” a na-
Wives Unwelcome fairly optimistic. i

ninz,
It i.S n0t women Who are un | T s o . e Y . i . w4 U— T ) ,t‘ional Parent TOaChGI‘S A&SO' Anna hI. ‘IJUIf. Chlld pSY'
welcome in Japanese society. lciation magazine, there was an

chologist and author of “The

It is only wives who are un- Y article comprised of l:tters|farents Manual® as well 'asi

welc'ome: Therefore, although from men and womer; who are g;};:’r t;c;(;ks cf}?;idpangﬁf’ l:;is

tegerelnr:: y“?;: Osuglghhelsgh':;mg; !;eal:et;x;i:ie.; ....m “trhlfiir ﬁglfds'tha;;:: parents had many friends who |
: . ’ k _ - o *

through life sharing its pleas- thiras ware WoImen. | vavs: welbamed éhilden.’ They

came to the home which al-|
e8 with his wife, his good
= Vo VB el o Srnestine Gilbreth Carey,jall played games togt-"the'r,I

intentions would not withstand ' ¢ which wielded @i |
the influences of Japanese so- co-author of “Cheaper by thz|S0Me€ O WAlth Yyi€ide ey
Dozen,” is the mother of an|

- - | e : er
ciety, which makes the pre- gi“dsoan& ”i‘n Cl::;‘;%‘;’; l?;as
sence of wives unwelcome. ~ 11-year-old daughter and| .- P

a seven-year-old son.

' | S . | races over duplicate sets of a
In this way, the wife's field It 1s|jig.saw puzzle about the Unit-
becomes I't:SlI'J(‘te(E' to th(’ evident that beyond v{:‘"iousled States for QUiCRESt a0~
gou;siehlold U“kl-‘"; while ﬂ?tehhturf- 1. | hilariously  shared, famlly'l cuiate assembly time.
Sild . At 1he:restit: Shranill manufactured games and mu-| They ‘played  “for-fun”
tual interest and participation | games,
' n neighborhood basket-balllJloining

retrocedes, while the husband too, young and old
and baseball, swimming and|Players raced to pass match-

progresses. An irrevocable. i “Two : Lnss 8
chasm opens up between the | “el h
proper guidance and protec- beach picnics the Carey chil-lf,)(?;(t 2?et}lfe {:ﬁ? pgzsglgwit tb;

husband and the wife. ' l
tion to his daughter. PR ;i |
dren are m:ntally stlmulatedgthe nose only with hands

Evervbody realizes that this In - Dostwar "Ih th |
svil js inherent in the present . Ak, LIEFE ) | a8 . .

15 1 P -. a1 trend of regarding all fam- to a wonderful deg”’ by thel behind the back. She said she
mother, would always remember a

strueture of society, However, | | -
i1ly ties as a feudalistic bond- _ _ 4y
’ Their decision to write a|little eight-year-old girl strug-

nothing has been done to solve | Mo, g “gF
this problem which has existed age 10 De cast away. 1S | | . .
’ more pronounced in the so- book thimselves led to enlist- gling to wiggle the box shell
| off her own small nose on-

for vears between the husbandf S g lib
called intellectual class, “libe- ng 2 2tti
' ‘mg nd g ttmg Oners helplto the seventy-five-vear-old

and the wife, | iom? gralerasg e
Special mention must be|. falion Jirom Iamily bondage| on finding background mate-
| 50k | large one of Grandfather’s,
going to an extreme. Many ri8l.” They went here and there If e Suaioin ik 'Ta
; l . l -l i, L] -

made of the “shayo” husband.!' | | |
parents should learn a lesson e T TR O R Oy
over antucke sland, '“naka. not the rule that chil-

(A family which is on the de«-a
' from the hold-up case. 9 .
(¥acht  Club an fishing|4ren of career mothers are all

cline.) These husbands, which
strictly belong to the prewar

‘wharves as well as to a bo®in- | maladjusted. I daresay a care-
‘ical exhibit, ful study would reveal that

period, used to be epicurians. !

Someone once remarked that!

the war produced widows and Then two new loves devel- t,hc? mother who neglect.s her

i e W of oped and, as Mrs. Carey, put|chldren for o career s the

8 ‘ere unique it, “The book was shelved” for % 41 : &
;discussions of astronomy and gtli(;r l:.ii:z;t_ P fox som.l

breathless evening hours of |

in that they set a precedence!
over the war: they created) |
“golf widows” and “mah jong i It is also my opinion that
widows" etc. | gazing into a telescope to 52|, mother mentally and phy-
Already Sick of It | the stars, After that she wint sically energetic enough to
It was not due to the war on to “The hours we spent|want both career and children
that their wives were disap-. studying ants seemed marvel-{can be a very stimulating,
pointed in them. They were ous. These crcatures of the|devoted mother indeed and
already sick and tired of their earth looked so 51{?918 yet they [scarcely one to have backward
husbands before the war start- jwere so complex. children,

ed. If there was anything Mary Martin Halliday, stag?| 1 have known many success-
which their wives saw in them, and screen star, has an eight-|ful if not famous career mo-
it was probably their fat bank |year-old daughter and an|thers. 1 admired them and
accounts. However, with the eighteen-year-old son. She|felt their children had happy,

surrender, they lost all their lthinks she is very lucky to be affection-full lives.
money, They could no longer :

afford to frequent their former;
pleasure haunts. On top_of, [
that, they could not even ﬁnd.
work. In this respect, the war
did not make them lose their’
husbands, but on the other|

R e .

HOME LIFE AND CRIME

| YOMIURI—The motive of|
the sensational ¥1,900.000°
'hold-up was the amorous re-i
lations between the culprit,
19 wvears old, and a Nihon
University professor’s 18-year-|
old daughter. The homes of
the lovers were revealed to]
be abnormal. It appears that,
the girl’s father failed to give




