HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
¢/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
INTERROGATION NO. 453 PLACE: TOKYO

DATE: 27 November 1945

Division of Origin: Military analysils.
Subject: JaAF Personnel and training.

Personnel interrocsated and background of each?

Maj KI1:UGASA Toshio - age &1, sraduate of Military Acadenmy (Infantry).
Took some flight training at Alr Acadeny in 1942 while teaching there
but was never commissioned e pilots

Assisnments:?
January 1942 -~ July 1943 - Instructor in basic subjects at Alr Academyl

July 1943 - June 19<< - Staff Officer of <th air Army (Xokurun).

June 19:< — August 1945 - Staff Officer (perscnnel section) of Air HQ
(Koku Honbu)

Where interviewed: Meiji Buillding
Interrogator: Captain John C. West

Interpeter - Mr. Takashi T. Sato
SUMMaRY

Maj KINUGASA was able to provide personnel figures on total strength of
the JinF at the end of the war, and had sone idea cof the percentage cf cas-

ualtice suffered during the war.
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I note from tg documents you heve siven ne (S! Enc. #1 end #2) that the
total strength of the JasF, includins 21l catezorics, at the end of the
war is <73,891. Does thst include beth flyinz perscinel and sround per—
sonnol?

YGS, it doese.

How meny casualties did the JonF suffer during the wer?

e lost approximately 17,898 .flying personiel during the war due to both
bottle casunlties end accident casualties. I'm not sure of the exact aum-
ber of perscanel of other categerics which were cesusltiocs. However, caly
sbout 3% of our total strensth was flying personael (of 211 caterorics).
We suffered rouzhly 20% cesualties among non-flyinz personanel. (aftoer
some calculation it was determined that this ratio would meen that Ja-F
sround persomnel lost 2 jproximately 92,000 cesualti:s durin~ the war).

. Doesalt this casualty firurc scen a little hich to you?

Possibly, but remember we lost many maintenance pergcnnel in the Philippines.

another thins that wa'd like to ask you concerns the physical stendards for
admittence to the cadet trainins prozran durinc various stames of the war.
Gan you tell us 2bout thie?

A little. I know they keot the same montel stendards durin the war and 1
gon't think thoy lowerad their physical standerds very much. They did 1ow-
oar the s2ge for =dnittin~ c2dats from 17 yeers in 191 tco 16 years in 194<.
The heisht rermained ot 155 em. throuchout the eatirc war. However, not

too much cmphasis was Hlaced on physicael condition. Of course peopla who
wore ~lagses were never admitted, but the sreatest emphasis was plac~d on
various mecharnical aptitude testas. These standards wore undoubtedly lowar—

v ed during the wvar.

In order to meet these physical =nd adavtability stendards, did the JasF

»ct the pick of the conserintion grouvns or did veluntery enlistments i 1
2ll quotas?

The air Force always prided itself on beins 2 voluntary orzanization.
Practically overyone wanted tc be a flier 2nd it was quite an hounor te be
selected for this treining,.

Did this voluntecr system lest throushout the war?
Ko, in 1943 when we lost sc meny pilots, we h2d to coanseript mon who h-=d
mcchanice:1l aptitude and teach them to become pilots.

Was this the first time thot the JasF h=ad to draft wperscnnel?
Yeg, it was.

How were reeular, non-commissionced officer pilots selected and treined
pricr to the war?

Pirst they had to pass rigid physical and mentzal exeminaticns. Then they
were trained at the various Alr Scheols.

Did they -et 21l their training at the ..ir Schcols (Eiko Gakkc)?

. No, they only r=ceived their bssic flyinz instruction therc. Then they

wore cssicned te 2 unit 2nd received the rest of thoir training in the
;5 6. Mg A

How 2bout officers?

Officors rcceived their basic flyinz instruction at the alr acsdemy. Then
they went to the ~ir Schonls for their advenced traininz.

Then the Air Scheerls (Hike Gekke): prior to 1941 hed two divisions, cne to
rive basic instruction to ncn-cemmissioned officers and the sthar to 2ave
sdvanced treininz to officers?

cg, thzt is richt.

Vhen was this chrniced?

It lasted urtil our bir exparsion in 1943-44. At that time the recular
non—coms were no lonzer treined in the air Schools but were trained with
reserve personiniel in Renshu, Kyciku and Rensel urnits,
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How sbout the Officers new? .

The officers continued ag before, getting their besic instruction at the
Academy and their advanced trainine at the alr Schonlss Of course the alr
Schools were ronamed Training Divisions (Kyodo Hikoshiden).

Did this mean that more officers could be trained?

Yes, the schools had more room for officers after they stopped treining
the non-~comss

You roferrod to the big expansion programn in 1943-44, Do you know exactly
vhy this exp:nsion?

I know we lost a great many pilots 1n 1943, and a lot of people here were
just beginning to realize how important our Air Force was.

Did the reports fron the U.S. about building 2 lar=ze a2ir force at this
time influence your expansion? |
I don't think so. We Just realized that more air power was necessally,

21thouch I know we learned about your bigz air force from the Germans and
from intercepted radio broadcasts.

Dil the JaaF ever =et any help fronm the German Air Force in the way of
ogeanization plans, afe or the like?
Not to my knowledeze. Of course I understand thet we zot some technical

help, but it wasn't in tine. I know that we ot no help sc far as or<an-
soational methcds, etc. wente.
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