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Acknowledged. Put up with papers.

(sd) B. N. Chakravarty.
9,7.51

Submitted with connected papers.,

(
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1

I mentioned this matter to P.M, Issug the

(B.N.Chakravarty)
18.7.51.

draft dictated.

NGO,

S.N0,.22=A ( FR) i ¢
With papers.

(sd) B. N, Chakravarty.
28.7+51

Submitted with connected papers. The F.R. has

obviously crossed our two letters to lir. n%g&ur at o |
S.Nos, 19=-A and 21=-A. DNo further action necessary |

at present. 9
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Ministry of External Affairs.
I place below a létter from Mr. Sri Prakasa
to the Prime Minister dated September 12. The
Prime Minister saw Mr. Ayer today and after dis-

cussion with him asked me to instruet Mr.Chettur

| to take over the gold and jewellery which are now

-

inlcharge of Mr.Murtli and keep it in safe custody

in the Mission., Mr. Ayer informed the Prime Minister
that although Shri Subash Bose's ashes are now in

a temple in Tokyo, there should be no difficulty
about Mr.Chettur.tak;ng charge of them. The Prime
Minister suggested oﬁf writing to Mr.Chettur to

‘take charge of the ashes from Mr.Murti but not to

remove the ashes to the Mission. Mr.Chettur should
be informed accordingly and also told that further
instruction about the disposal of the ashes and the
gold will follow,

25 The Prime Ministef suggested to Mr.Ayer that
he should draw up a full report on the circumstances
resulting in Mr. Bose's death, giving details of the
evidence whicﬂ?gad collected. On receipt of the
report the Prime Minister will consider making a
suitable statement before Parliamqnt on the subject

of Shri Bose's death.
3. Will DS(FEA) kindly take urgent action?

L'W )
(Sebyutt) . &

15.' 9. 61,
A).
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‘Ministry of Eziernal A'a{ﬂ,
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Subject:- Netaji Subash Chandra Bose.
.ﬂ-
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A self contained note is dttached., ZReferen-

ces are at Flags U, G, and H,

R P L

(2 I, i, A, Treasure:

On 23rd June 1951 .the Prime lMinister's
b

instructions were conveyed by telerran to Mr, Chettur
saying "you should endeavour to get possession of all
he‘treasure on behalf of Government and keep it in safe
custody pending further instructions", Mr. Chettur
answered %"all the treasure, if it existed, save the two
boxes now promised by Iyer which are I understand in
Ramamurti's possession now, must have long ago been con-

verted into hard cash, commoditieé and landed property.

The proceeds yust also have beeﬁ distributed between the

" parties concerned", three members of this gang being
Ramamurti(IIL), Capt. Thairatatte and Col. Figgess, It

was, therefore, too late to undertake a treasure hunt and,
-

e Il

in any case, his investigations would involve "“a degree

of publicity which might 'well prove embarrassing not only
to the Mission but also to the Government of India"., In

reply, Mr, Chakravarty explained that he did not think it

pnecessary for ILM to start an actual search for the trea=

sure but that they should ask Ramamurti to hahd over the

gold which was with him, Mr, Chakravarty added that the

PM was -out of towﬁ but Ae would mention the case again to
him and obtain further orders. There 1s nothing on file
ito show that this was done or that ILM did actvally take

over the gold from Ramamarti.
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Subject:- Late Shri Subhas Chandra Bose,
Spoken to Secretary(CR). Two drafts are
placed below for approval. ’
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PRIME MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT.

S.A, Ayer saw me some days ago and told
me about his visit to Japan and of the inquiries
he had made there. I have separately spoken to
you about the gold ete, and I understand that our
representative has taken possession of this.

2. The other point that Ayer spoke to me
about was his inquiry into the air erash which
brought about the death of Shri Subhas Chandra
Bose, As a result of his inquiry he felt dead
sure that there was no doubt at all about Shri
Subhas Chandra Bose's death on that occasion. He
showed me some papers and some photographs and
some documents signed by the Japanese people, I
asked him to write out a full report about this.
He has sent me the attached bundle of ‘papers,
photographs, ete, Please go through them,

3e It is for us to consider whether we should
issue a public statement about this or not. In
the balance, I am inclined to think that it would be
desirable to issue some statement or to make it in
Parliament, On the other hand, this may lead to
some controversy, possibly even with Shri Subhas
Chandra Bose's family,

4, I think the best course would be for us to
draft some such statement and to send it to Shri
Subhas Chandra Bose's family, After hearing from
tha:i we could take a final decision about

publication,
s
% (J. Nehru)
26.,9.1951,
3 )
NO. 3337“'?“.

— f(-—-‘
P =
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I.told P.M.that it would be inadvisable
for him to £3ess a statement now. Whether or not
Shri Subhas Bose is dead is not a live issue at
présent., I have no doubt on the evidence that
Shri Bose is dead, but P.M.'s political opponents
would utilise any statement made by him fbr pro=-
paganda purposes particularly in view of the forthe
coming elections. I @i4 w,a%wl, that there
is a significant reference in Habibur Rehman's

statement to Netaji Bose's intention to get out



of the plane at Dairen and to the intention of
}
the Japanese authorities to let him cross over

to the Russian-held territory. Habibur Rehman's

is the really impoftant evidence; and those who
still cherish the belief that Netaji Bose is -
alive and 1§ somewhere in Russian-held territory,'
will selze upon any piece of evidence in support
of their theory.

I also pointed out to P.M.that whereas ¥
according to Habibur Rehman the dead body was | a
cremated on the 20th August 1945, according to : .
the municipai certificate the crematioﬁ'took plaée

iy

at 6 p.m.on the 22nd August 1945, One could

-
U

-

understand a fictitious name being used in the
death certificate and in the cremation_certificate;
but there was no necessity of using a fictlitious Gk
date of,cremation. Either Habibur Rehman's : :
memory must have played'hiﬁ false or there is _ . b
something wrong with the cremation certificate. P
P.M.asked me to record my remarks and
also agreed with me that I should write to Shri =
Anand Mohan Sahay to.whose house Habibur Rehman Um.a has,s.ﬂ)_ ~

went on return to Tokyo after the accident. The ~
-’

o
letter below to Shri Sahay should issue without »

delay.

(S.Dutt) A ~ 4
27, 9. b1, "
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,_j%‘ﬁfha‘file is resubmitted with reference to Secy, (CR)!'s
- note on §,No,37-A, The further communication promised by
%‘ Mr, Chettur has not yet been receivea, ;
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| Ministry of External Affairs.
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‘ Mr.Iyer has spoken, I believe, more than
once to P.M.about the INA properties which were
S | in the possession of Mr.Ram Murty and about Neta ji y
Subhas Bose's ashes. Since Dy.Secy.will be busy
with the visit of the Chinese Cultural Missioﬁ
during the next two months,will U.S.(FEA) please
7 i prepare a summary of the information received from
> ¢ f Mr.Chettur about the properties and the ashes? Mr.
B Chettur seems to think Mr.Iyer's conduct in regard
2 to the cash and valuables left by Netaji rather
. ! suspicious. P.M.ought to know about this.
3 J The papers should be placed before F.S.
since he deals with Far East.
; ‘ NS e N
A (S.Dutt) « :
e _ : 27+ 195 ST
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éubmitted with connected papers,
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HMinistry of External Affairs L
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Ref:S.No.L6-4

We have not yet received a reply to the J.U. letter
‘to lir, oahay at S.No.46-A. A draft reminder is put up
for approval.
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P Mr. Chettur's report on the INA property, handed over ; i‘
to his representative by Mr. Ramamurthi is at Flag '0%, At - .
SecretaryGR) 's suggestion a summary of it was shown to PM, ‘

e Mr. Sahay has not yet replied to Secretary(CR)'s le'ter '

’ asking for 'a note on the plan' which Shri Subhas Chandra Bose ;

o gl i
# 'had in mind at the time he left Saigon by air in August 1945.%
" %
4 : I sent a reminder ten days ago,
'y i
Be I shall make enquiries about Mr. Iyer's publication. B

- . __;:'

e
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| We have still not received a reply to Secy.(CR)'s
. D.0. to Mr. Sahay at S_.No.46-pt}, in snite of a reminder
yide S.No.47-A. A draft D.O., is put up for approval.
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I asked for this répor; from Mr. Sahay in the
hope that the material supplied by him would be of
use in checking up Mr., K.A. Ayer's conclusions,

Mr. Ayer, however, has already published his book.

Mr, Sahay's report should, therefore, be filed with

other papers on the subject and no immediate action |
is necessary. There would be no objection, however,
igpletting Ayer have a cory of the report for his

> personal information,

Incidentally, will DS(XP) kindly obtain a

h o copy of Ayer's book?

" LA

(S.Dutt)
30.1.,1952,
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Secr% CR, {(Sirri
| 59

PRIME MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT,

§&
I enclose a copy‘flbi‘ a letter addressed
to Dr B.C. Roy, Chief Minister of West Bengal.
Will you please send to Dr Roy & copy of Ayer's

| report or a copy of the resume of the report that

we are placing before Parliament?

(J« Nehru)
1.5:1992.

(Camp: Chittaranjan)
R §[s
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Ministry of External Affairs “.i£:>
-~ (NGO Branch) S T

D.No.2098-NGO/52 pb, FR(

I

The photographs and other documents received
from Mr. S.A. Ayer with his report dt.24.2.51 at S.No.
33-4A (S1ip '0') are placed in the folder at flag 'Z'.
The photographs may now be returned to Mr. Ayer.

A draft is submitted for approval.
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The note at slip 'A' briefly summarises the
a5 position regarding the I.N.A. treasure.
5 | |
2. The contents of the treasure, which was taken
gossession of from Mr. Ram Murthy by our Mission in
okyq at our instance on the 24th September 1951 are
given at slip 'G',
M
3 As Japan is now a sovereign state, there is not
s likely to be any difficulty about bringing the treasure
over to India. We may perhaps consult our Ambassador
in Tokyo on the point, D r~age swpilhad 4o opprovel.
Ms
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.
- /‘ f: \JI . #—

Reference: Mr,B.N.Kaul's letter No,DS/11951 dated
"“"'Tg“ﬁj

4-10-52 to the Foreign Secretary,(F.

Subject: I,N,A, TREASURE

X. In June 1951, when Mr,.S,A.Alyer, formerly
Publicity Adviser I,N,A., was on a visit to Japan,
Ithe Prime Minister csbled to Mr,.K.K.Chettur saying
that he should "endeavour to get possession of I
all the (I.N.A) treasure on behalf of Government
and keep it in safe custody pending further
instructions".

On his return to India, Alyer denied
that the Embassy had approached him in the matter
and urged that they be asked to take over charge
of the treasure from his former I,N,A, colleague
in Tokyo, Mr.Ram Murthy,

After prolonged correspondence ﬁith the
Foreign Secretary g@.Chattur reported that his
Embassy had E::E:il& taken possession of the I.N,A

e : @

treasure on September the 24th. (4 list of the
g ticles is gttgghg .) It is worth noting that
the whole of the Ambassador s correspondence
is charged with deep suspicion of the 1ntagr1ty
of Mr.Aiyer who, "apprehensive of the early
conclusion of the Peace Treaty" went to Tokyo'
"to divide the loot and to salve his and Murthy's
conscience by.handing over a small quantity :
to Government in the hope that, by doing so,
he would also succeed in drawing a red-herring

|l across the trailr,
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II. I have asked Mr.,Rauf to let us know w
whether the I,N,A. treasure or its eguivalent 1
in money could now be transferred to India, [
. | 4
|
14-.10-52 i
I -~
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I had intended to put up these papers to P.M. / !

after the further note premised by the E.A. Minlstry :

on receipt of Information from Mr. Rauf was &

avallable. However, as Prime Minlster made
enquiries about this matter from the E.A. Ministry
on another file also, he may kindly see these f
papers. I shall put them up again after the report
from Mr. Rauf has been recelved. | :

(B.N. Kaul)
1‘?.10.52.

A
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Would like to see pps.

Sd/- Anil K. Chanda
28.10.52

Pps.

Sd/- Leilamani Naidu
28.10.52

Submitted with connected papers.

gl Subject: I.N.,A, TREASURE
' In response to our enquiry about the
possible transfer of the I,N.A. treasure to India,
Mr.Rauf has cabled to say that he is sending it
through Mr,Damle of the Agriculture Ministry who is
returning to Delhi from Tokyo, on November the 7th,

SUGGESTIONS ¥
(a) Mr.K,K.,Chetturt!s 1list of the contents

of the I,N.A, treasure bears no signature
or seal, I feel that we should ask Mr.Rauf
q G+Wlh to send us a fresh 1list, duly authenticated,
Q?VN[F“ (b) It would also facilitate matters if a

,_ggzaf decision were now taken regarding custodian-

.ship of the treasure in New Delhi, I venture
to suggest that the Prime Minister authorize
the two Secretaries, FS and C3, to take
charge of the treasure from Mr.Damle next

. : week, JS(AD) could perhaps arrange to have

it duly checked and deposited in his safe?
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oI sSome gold, should be placed.in a banl
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I regret that these papers |
could not be shown to the Deputy Minister | ] ~
earlier as they had to go up to the Prime | | S
* | Flag 'D! J <

Minister for decision., My note dated
‘L ]

14-10-52 explains the position brefifly, e
: = N
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Ministry of External Affairs
NGO Br.
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Resubmitted with reference to JS(AD)'s marginal

- note dated 30, 10, 52 on pre-page.
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I am not at all clear about Customs examination.
I have not forgotten my Customs Law, eve

perty has to pay duty.

e

\;)I\ f.

—

However, you

with C.B.R.,, explaining the whole background.

— I
'x’,,\ﬁx.. e,

(R.K.Nehru)

i 9.11.52

If

Government pro-
ake this up
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS wu_
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‘levy of duty on gooda g__ r se and doas not take into account other

"
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Flease sece T‘C;(:?lu 1 Secret f}’v o nc+e’ IZ‘.T

& Tew months szo, the Government of Indis
took' over charge, in Tokyo, of some property
belonging to the. former "Indisn National Army" .
This was done at the specific reyuest of some
officers of the I.N,A, whe had kept the property

with them since the reported death of Shri Subhas

Chandre Bose.

« By order of the Frime “inister, this INA
property has now been sent to India through
Mr Demle, Joint Secretary in the sinistry of
FPood and Agriculture . He is trsvelling by
Pan American Airways flight 3, lesving Tokwo
today and reaching Delhi on the evening cf
Monday, I0th November. The prcpertwv ccerisists
of gold ornaments and dust and hroken pieces
ahd is being carried in a steel stteche csase.

e would be grateful if urgent instruetions

were kindly issued to the Customs authorities to
exempt the cohtents of this steel attache case
from examination and import duty.

9-11-195¢

FINANCE MINISTRY (RD). Shri Raijaram Rao

.mlnistry of Exterpal Affairs, (NGO).

Q\
Discussed with H(G!).

gL L 92

As pointed out already by Foreign Secretary,sven Government

imports have to pay Cu&bama duty. The Tariff pru#idns fér the

i .--—l. -

factors. The gold ornaments etc., being imported from Tokyo are

thus liable to duty and we can see no reasen for exempting them

from payment theraor. We would have no objection to Customs

ounmp%ien being waived providad the Ministry of External Affairs

have with them a dctailad list of the articlea in question giving

the weights and value of each item thereof. In that case, as is

permissible for Government stores, the goods may be cleared under

the Note & Pass procedure, tmdo:; %\vh’i‘_ch the goods are cleared

___-1_.|:_ i
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immediately on a Kacha Bill of Entry and duty is credited after'wards
by book adjustment. If, however, detailed particulars of the articles
£ not available then it will not be possible to waive Customs examina-
tion because the goods will .have to be assesseld to duty. I have
explained the position to Miss Naidu over the telephone and she*has
stated that weywill hear furthér frem them in the matter.

I understood from Miss Na:i.cl\; tilat; most of these articles |
:n;ge broken bits of jewellery etc. They would, therefore, be classified
as gold bullion and would require an import licence from the Reserve e
Bank of India. I have, however, spoken to Mr.S.S.Shiralkar of the
Economic Affairs Department of this Ministry and he states that in ‘
anticipation of such approval of the Reserve Bank i;hey would have |
no objection to the gold being cleared without such a permit. The el

Ministry of External Affairs may see.

(A.K.Mukarji)
10.11.52.

Minist f fairs (Miss .L 1 Naidu)

Since writing the above‘ note, I have received a call from

Miss Lailamani Naidu and I am 1nformed that the Ministry of Extemali

Affairs have a detailed list of articles in question giving the i o~
f
weights and value of each item thereof. In the circumstances we .
® ' =N ® a2 —h
have issued instructions to the Collector of Central Excise, Delhi, |
to allow clearance of the goods in q&éstion under theNote and Pass |
® |
system, as per copy of my D,0. placed below. |
The Ministry of External Affiirs may see through the ‘ ¢
sconomic Affairs Department. ULJ ‘ -
/’_-”"‘- .
v
9. pbsb MY (3>~
1 L i

g Naidu)
u.0. No. '59“[)-30(0“5)/52
dated 10th November,1952.

Ministry of Exiernal Atf*sl:?'-’- Pf. E. ’

°l‘~! to/unlg=

TS(M) b b LP“‘r
b
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Hinishry of Finance Ravenue Divisiopi
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|
"_ Economic Affairs Department(Shri S. S, Shiralkar)
|

stry of External Affairs (Miss Leilamani Naidu)
Min, of Finance (Rev,Divn,) u.0.No.159=D.S.(Cus)/52
dt.10,11,52

&-0 Sc S. Ehi!'alkar
10.11,62

Seen and returned with thanks,

- (Ministry of External Affairs)
1 J.S.(AD) is now handling the matter,
t| Sd,L,Naidu,
| 10,11,.52
| , :
T e
|
|
|

.
H. 116 52.

i No. D, 3656~
Mooty g Exhnat Ao .
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This will soon be arriving and will be placed
in a safe deposit vault.

2. Most of the treasure consists of damaged
articles of jewellery. There are also some gold pieces.
There is no provision in the Customs Law for the exemp-
tion of such articles from duty. Even Government
imports have to pay duty,

3. The only alternative is to treat them as
objects of historical value, If it is clearly stated at
the time of import that Govermment's intention is to
display them in a publie place, such as a museum, they
would be exempt from duty. I presume that some Eime or
other, when we have an historical museum, we shall keep
these articles there in a speecilal section devoted to
Indiat's struggle for freedom. Many objects of interest
connected with the INA and other freedom movements
could be kept in that seection,

4, If P.M, could confirm that it is the intention
to keep these articles in a museum at some future date--
and not to sell them and use the proceeds for some
national purpose-~I shall inform the Central Board of
Revenue that we are claiming exemption from duty on

that ground.

(R.K. Nehru)
11.11.1952,

; !E el -
g
-

PRIME MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT

It is difficult to say now what we will do
with these articles or gold pieces. We may inform
the Central Board of Revenue, that it is our present
intention to treat them as historical articles which
might be kept in a museum. In the event of our
deciding otherwise later, we shall naturally pay
such duty as may be decided upon. You should really
find out from the Finance Ministry what they advise
in this matter. This is, in a sense, Government
property. We do not yet know what the value of it

is and what we will do with it.

(J. Nehru)

11-11-1952
P,T.O0.
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I had consulted Finance Minist®y" before
sending this note to P.M., By.an oversight, I did not
mention this in my note.

. 2. I presume Finance Ministry will have no’
. objeetion to our claiming exemption on the ground,
and subject to the condition, stated in-P.M.'s minute.

@_»fu

“(R.K. Nehru)
12 11.1952.
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Sd/- Leilamani Naidu
171152
Submitted with connected papers.
|
o =25 As regards para 3 of the F.R., it would perhaps
: be desirable to keep this transaction separate from
official accounts.
= \‘\\
~ ////
I,N,A, TREASURE
 109-A Mr. Rauf has just written to say that,
?—(
e, | in addition to the gold already sent to us,
Mr Murthy had handéd over twenty thousand Yens
in cash to our Embassy in Tokyo. Mr . Rauf wishes
B to know whether this amount may be credited to
the Embassy account, Even though the Prime Minister
Lt has said that the I.N.,A, Treasure is "in a sense
- Governmant property", a decision is required as

to whether Government is, therefore, at liberty

| to utilise the cash for administrative purposes,

A
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I,N,A, Treasure.

The articles of jewellery,etc. have arrived and have
been kept in safe deposit. Dr Rauf is still holding
20,000 Yen in cash which is also part of the treasure. He
wishes to know whether this should be credited to the

Embassy account.

2e It is our present intention to treat all these arti-
cles which have been brought from Japan as historical
articles, Later on they may be kept in a museum. If it

is decided to keep them in a museum, we shall get the
currency notes,etc. which Dr Rauf is holding and put them
along with the other articles. If the decision is to sell
the articles and use the proceeds for some national purpose,
Dr Rauf will be asked to send us the money which will be
added om to the other proceeds.

3. As we are still uncertain about the ultimate use of
all this treasure, I think Dr Rauf should be asked to keep
the currency notes,etc, with him for the present. If he
sends the notes to us here, there may be some difficulty in
getting them exchanged for rupees in case it is decided to
use the proceeds for some national purpose and not to display
the articles in a museum, |

4, P.M, should see,

@w\a/L

(R.K,Nehru)
19,.11.52
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1. Issue letter placed below.

2, Send file direct to JthD) for action
on P.M's note above,

s~
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P.M, asked for this 1nformation some days ago.
believe I asked J.S.(AD). to let me have a list.

PM & gy g %

(R.K.Nehru)

e Mv‘w  6.12,52
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PRIME MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT.

' Thanks. I am informing the Prime Minister of the
position about these articles as stated in Shri H. Dayal's

note dated tha 6th December, 1952.

( B.N. KEaul )
2 12. 525

EA Ministry (Shri R.KK&ehr]Q: -
Pm's Relt wo mot p)S- /482C At 26125 >
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Resubmitted with reference to D.S.(AL.I's) note
dated 20.12.52 on prepage. '
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i
me time ago, enquired about the I.N.A.

treas e Lreasure, apart from the currency notes,

has ar A list of the articles is attache i. External

Affairs 1istry say that a more detalled list is not

possitle to progpdre because many of the ‘packages contain

quantitites broken bits of Jewellery efc., which could

not ‘be easily itemized, Central Board of Rsveme have been

consulted and they are of thie view thet 4me duty will be

payable unless the articles are treated as articles of

hist arical value a:-'d are displayed in & museum. It has not

yet been decided whet will BE done with dheseiarticles,

These, ¢ v-‘-"‘—q are roughly valued at Bs QC,VN/—.

P, In addition fo thess articles; there is a sum of

20,000 yens still lying with our Embassy id Takyo, '

3 The.articles whichsarrived in India arekept In
the Extemal Affairs Ministry. P.M., I understand,
expressed & desire to ses *zﬂse articeles. They can be
sea ul any time ¢

onvenient to him.

e

( B.N. Kaul )
1., 1251952,

g

1%0

e
I should like to see these articles and
thean discuss about them with 8.G. and ¥.8.

The money lying with our Embassy in Tokyo,
i.e. 20,000 Yen, might be transferred hars.

e
(J. Nehru).

; 3-1-1983
B v

e A\ s

AR S tgy,

PM saw the articles yesterday. We shall be
grateful for instructions as to their disposal. We
have meanwhile received a letter from the customs
authorities about assessment of duty, Duty will not
be payable if the articles are kept for display in a
public place such as a museum., If it is decided that
they should be otherwise disposed of, they will have to be
assessed to duty. The Embassy at Tokyo valued them
at Rs.90,000 for purposes of insurance, This valuation
seems excessive and if any ocuestion of pagment of duty
arises I think we should try to arrange with the customs

A

e e



authorities to get them revalued in their presence.

2e We are arranging separately for the transfer
of the amount of 20,000 yed* from Tokyo in rupees.

(H. Daye:i)
10.1.19583.
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PRIME MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT.

I.N.A. Treasure.

- e e e

I saw this "Treasure". It made a poor
show., Apart from some gold pieces, it consists
of charred remains of some rather cheap Jewellery,
chiefly some silver and gold articles, all broken
up.

I think that this should be kept as it is.
Apart from everything else, it is some evidence
of the aircraft accident and subsequent fire. 1
mentioned this matter to the Finance Minister today
and he said he would look into it. You might send

the papers to him.

(J. Nehru).
9+ 1-1953

Pﬁj +$7 s,
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Wwe have sent an interim reply to the Central

| Excise uirectorate, Delhi, vide our letter at S.No.135-A.

This file may now be sent to the Ministry of rinance
(Mr. Shiralkar) with reference to J.S.(AD's; minute
No.128. .

2. The Ministry of Finance will no doubt show these '
papers to H.M. (Finance ) with reference to P.M's minute
No . 134 alsest. %)
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Btine Shant ot PEHIASS UinAUbetha Lot TRY
No.167-PSF/53 dated 19.1.53 to P.M., instructions
have been issued to the.Collector of Central
Excise, Delhi, exempting fhe articles in gquestion

)l
from payment of customs duty, as per copy. placed

below.
2 The Ministry of External Af{girs may now
gee

A. K. Mukarji)
el T b3

. of External Affairs
(Mr.H.Dayal

m-@ﬁ&@.‘?z?{?bs_n. i
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e | from prepage PN g
|
¥ | The preceaent cited by the m1nlstry of Finance uay
@ e bt | plezase be seen at’ S.No.25-A of file No. ;1/97/u&u 52, placed
{ below. ‘
2a We may in the first instance ask our Ambassador in

to us because of exchange control regulations and if so, in
| Wwhich month's accounts the credit is shown. DUraft submitted
- . for approval. The person to whom the noney is to be credited
 in India may kindly be indicated in the draft. MNecessary
| q;i' instructions to the A.G.C.H. will be put up on receipt of
| feA-SH & reply.

%g IWWM«-» |
A %{) ’r%:}

|
:
i Tokyo if there would be any difficulty in remitting the amount

I ) 1ty
fieference S.No.143-4 MR e

at Tokyo to our letter cated the 24th January 1953 at S.No.143-A.
We may send a reminder. DUraft submitted for approval.

No reply has been received so 'far from our Ambassador
|
|

% 3 ¥

W)
FR 5
Papers

Sd/“' Ho Dayal
1.4.53

|
| Submitted with connected papers.
i
|
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Reference D.S.(AD.I's) note on prepage,

a draft d.o. to Shri P.N. Krishnaswamy is submitted

for approval.

Finance Ministry, Department of Economic
Affairs, Exchange Control Branch, have already agreed
to the remittance of this amount to India by crediting
it to the EkEmbassy's account against payment in India,
vide Mr. Shiralkar's note dated 16.1.53 at minute 138.
A formal sanction may now issue as. desired by the
Additional Accountant General in the F.R. The draft
sanction widl be put up on receipt of a reply from
our Ambassador in Tokyo to our letter dated 5.5.53
at S.No.150-A. The sanction may then issue from the
Ministry of Finance as was done in the®case cited by
them in minute 138.

s O

a3

| &3

l‘f‘i__.
o Ce oyt

| I i
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| //

i S.NO.155"A FR

Submitted with reference to our note at
minute 154 above. In our letter at S.No.150-A,
we specifically wanted to know the date on which
the amount is credited to Government by our Embassy
in Tokyo. The F.R. does not give this information.
It is, however, presumed that the date would be the
same as the date of the*letter viz. 15th May 1953.
A draft sanction is put up for approval on this
basis, which may issue from the Ministry of Finance,
Department of Economic Affairs, bLxchange Control
Branch,
b
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Ministry of External Affairs.

I,N.,A, Treasure,

Some months ago, PM saw the "treasure" received

from Tokyo, consisting of some charred and broken pieces

.
& of Jewellery.
; R We have now received from our Embassy at Tokye
'Rs.265/10/-,_being the equivalent of the amount of
P 20,000 Yen,which was s deposited there in cash,
Sy ) 3, The pieces of metal and the eash are in a safe

in this Ministry, of which the key is in my personal
custody. PM decided that the "treasure" should be

: : - kept as evidence of the ailrcraft accident and subsequent
@é.ﬂo.j[??’ (7 \
_ fire. The money too was transferred here on his
/‘6/53 instruections. Presumabla it will be used for a charitable
purpose,
4, The use to be made of these articles and of the

money in India seems to fall outside the sphere of this
- Ministry. Would PMsSecretariat kindly take over the

"treasure" and the cash?

H—.*\vz,uL

f |18 20-7-53.
' PPS_toPM e
PRIME MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT.

PM's last decision evidently was that these articles should
be kept as evidence of the aircraft accident and of subsequent
_ fire. So long as they are to serye this purpose, I suppose they
Sk have an External Affairs oreover, questions about Shri
Subhas Chandra Bose's death are still being raised. For the
present , therefore, to my mind, they should remain with the EA
Ministry. When they are to go to a museum, as Prime Minister, at
an earlier stage, thought, they may be passed direct tothe museum
chosen for this purpose. :

25 I do not know whether PM, at any stage, expressed the
opinion that these articles should be for a charitable purpose.

-

e VL My
- ( B.N. '1(1{51 )
: - [%’3 ® 3. 8- 1953.

EA Minist ri H. Dayal).

L W ekt e et 78 M 3853
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Ministry of External Affairs,

The notes from minutes-168 will recall this
case, I discussed the question of diSposa:. the
"treasure# with Shri M,0. Mathai during JS(AD)'s
absence on leave, Shri Mathai said that he would make
enquiries and %Pt us know where the "treasure" ﬁg&id
most suitably/kept and displayed and would also/arrange-
ments to take it over from us as soon as possible.

The "treasure" was @8 therefore not lodged in the
Treasury for safe custody., The box containing it has
been sealed and kept in double lock safe of the
Treasurer of the Ministry of External Affairs., Shet
Mathal may be requested to make arrangements for display
of the "treasure" and take it ovaf from us,
2. The "treasure" includes a sum of Rs.265/10/-
in cash, Shri Mathail said that he would obtain P.M,'s
orders about the disposal of this amount.
O v'/q'
29-10-53,

: Lein:. [ welt s)(:uJ ARLESS
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Subjecti- I, N, A, "Tre e 0 S

Shri M,0. Mathai wiii recall that I discussed
the question of disposal of the INA"treasure" with him some
time ago. The "treasure" was received from Tokyo and
consists of some charred and broken pieces of jewellery.
There is also a sum of Rs,265/10/= in cash, being the equivae
lent of the amount of 20,000 yen which was deposited with
our Embassy, The pieces of metal and the cash are in a
locked box which has been put inside a sealed bag and
deposited in the cash chest of the Ministry, This is not
a very nétiufhatory arrangenuﬁf for 1ts safe custody.
2. Shri Mathai said that he would investigate
in consultation with the Ministry of Education where the
"treasure” could most usefully be kept and displayed, and
would then make arrangements to take it over from us, The
cash could perhaps be credited to any INA Fund that might
still be in existence, We shall be most grateful if he
would kindly take action as above and relieve us of the
responsibility for the custody of the "treasure®, He would,
no doubt, obtain P.M.'s orders,

et

D( D;visniyal )
a ecretary.
pg-{l-&o 3
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Please see the attached letter from a Buddhist
priest in Tokyo., You should send a copy of this letter
to our Ambassador there and ask him to get in touch
with the writer., The writer should be informed of the
receipt of his letter and our thanks should be conveyed
to him for his guarding the ashes of Shri Subhas Chandra
Bose, He should be told that, of course, at the proper
time we shall send for the ashes and have them in India,
But, for the present, we should like him to keep them
under his safe custody and to look after them, - -

You might inform the Ambassador that he can
help the priest in any way that he thinks proper,
including financially in so far as any money might
be required for this purpose., You will notice that
in the priest's letter some reference is made to his

| not receiving any help privately or offiecially,

J ket

(J. Nehru)
_ 30-11-1953
o
-—e-:
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Ministry of External Affairs

Subject:- I, N, A ,"Treasure”,

Shri M.0. Mathai will recall that I discussed
the question of disposal of the INA"treasure" with him some
time ago. The "treasure" was received from Tokyo and
consists of some charred and broken pieces of jewellery.
There 1s also a sum of Rs.265/10/- in cash, being the equiva-
lent of the amount of 20,000 yen which was deposited with
our Embassy. The pieces of metal and the cash are in a
locked box which has been put inside a sealed bag and
deposited in the cash chest of the Ministry. This is not
a very satisfactory arrangement for its safe custody.

& Shri Mathai said that he would investigate

in consultation with the Ministry of Education where the
"treasure" could most usefully be kept and displayed, and
would then make arrangements to take it over from us. The
cash could perhaps be credited to any INA Fund that might
still be in existence, We shall be most grateful if he
would kindly tzke action as above and relieve us of the
responsibility for the custody of the "treasure". He would,
no doubt, obtain P.M.'s orders, , S

Sd/— Devi Diyal
Deputy Secretary
3-11-53

P.M, Secretariat (Shri M.0.Math

5
‘ﬂIn. of External Affai rs u,0 Nog'%S/A/NGO d/= 3.,11,53

D

I suggest that P.M. might write to the Minister
of Education to authorise someone responsible to get into
touch with Shri Harishwar Dayal, Joint Secretary, E.A.
Ministry to take over the "INA Treasure" and place it in
the Museum in Jaipur House or Rashtrapati Bhawan.

The first thing the Education Ministry should
dois to have a look at the "Treasure" and get suitable
covered glass cases to be made in order to preserve the
"Treasure" property,

The small amount of money might be credited to
the INA Fund with, the A, I.C.C. ,

8d/- M.0.Mathai
3-11-53

P.M. by

It would be desirable for the Education Ministry
to take charge of this so-called "Treasure", Please ask
Dr Bhatnagar or Shri Humayun Kabir about it,

2, It will not be quite proper for the money to be
credited to the INA Fund, It should be held by External
Affairs or by the Education Ministry till we decide about

l\ it,

8d/- J.Nehru
12-11-53

Shri Mathai AN

I suggest that Dr Bhatnagar and Prof Humayun
Kabir might kindly visit EA Ministry and see the




"Treasure"™ and then take suitable action,

8d/- M,0,Mathai
13- 11~ 53,

Dr. S.S.Bhatnagar J'i_

Professor Kabir may kindly get into touch
with the parties at once,

Sd/- 8.S,Bhatnagar
13/11/53

y |
I i

Mr, H,Dayal, Mr,.,Roy, Superintendent, Central
Asian Antiquities Museum and i saw the 'treasure!. It

is a miscellaneous collection of broken fragments of
jewellery, ornaments etc., some twisted metal, presumably
from an aeroplane and some dust and ashes, Tﬂe individual

items are generally very small and their number is quite
arge, _

All three of us were of the view that it would
be difficult to exhibit these things as they are not
suitable for exhibition, If there were any personal
momentoes of the late Shri Subhas Chandra Bose like a
watch or medal, there would have been some interest in
the articles, The charred pieces of jewellery, some of
which appear to be of gold and some of base me£a1 are
not likely to arouse much interest., As for the twisted
metal or dust or ashes, these also are not likely to
arouse much public interest,

The best way of dealing with this !'treasure'
may perhaps be to hand it over to Shri Bose's family.
They may exhibit it in the Subhas Museum which is
proposed to be set up in Cuttack or in the house in
Elgin Road, where also a collection of his things has
been made.

If it is desired that some exhibition of these
articles should be made in Delhi, I would suggest that a
selection of some of the broken fragments of metal
or ornaments may be made and arranged in one or two
shelves in a glass cage ahd exhibiteq in the National
Museum for a month or so, Thereafter, this and the rest
of the material may be given to the late Mr, Bose's
fami 13" )

Minister may kindly see, He may like to
discuss this with the Prime Minister,

8d4/- Humayun Kabir
7. 11,.19583

Minister
e
I agree that these things should be handed
over to the family of Shri Subhas Chandra Bose, Since
there is nothing in these objects of any particular
interest, I do not think it is necessary to keep these
objects on exhibition for a month here,

8d/- (A.K) Azad,
28- 1ll- 53

k.
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; This may kindly be brought to the notice
of P.M,

S5d/-Humayun Kabir
28 /X1

Shri M,0.Matha :
Min of Edu u/o No D.8088/53 H2 d/- 1-12-53

Prime Minister's Secretariat

These articles cannot be sent to Shri Subhas
Chandra Bose's family, They have shown no interest in
them and they are not even now prepared to admit that
Shri Subhas Chandra Bose died in this accident.

There is no question of holding an exhibition of
them here, But they have to be kept here carefully.
There are other articles too which are of historical
value., There was a flag, a silver charka etec., All
relices of shri Subhas Chandra Bose should be carefully
preserved in proper cases,

Shri Subhas Chandra Boseé's ashes are still in
Tokyo preserved in a temple, The question ofjftheir
being brought to India has been raised from time to
time, but because of the family's attitude, we have
been unable to do anything.

Sd/- J.Nehru
2-12-1953

Ministry of Education £

—

Mr, H,Dayal and Mr, Roy may please see., There-
after, the "treasure” may be locked in a box and sealed,
and deposited in the Museum, '

Sd/- Humayun Kabir
7/12

M A Mr, Daya

M;ggstrx\ér External Affairs

1 gl
L5 A=
I presume a representative of the Museum will
come over here and take tharge of the box against a
formal receipt.

Sd/- H.Dayal
8.12,53

Mr.Roy gSgggt Central Asian Ag&;ggﬁt;es Museum)
Min, of External airs u/o No. D.5280-

D/- 10.12,53



The box containing the 'treasure' as per list
on the file was opened and the contents checked and
thereafter re-locked and re-sealed with the N.G.O. sa;l !
of the Ministry of External Afrairq‘and handed over

+» along with ths.kpy to Mr. J.K.Rby, Superintendent,
National Museum, in the presence of Mr., A.C.Banerji

of the Natioanl Museum,

&
Ot o @LQ—W g )

Deputy Secretary (J.K.Roy) -C.Banerji
30,12,1953 v 30, 12, 1953 30. 12, 1953,
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It would be desirable for tha‘Education

ﬁinistry to take charge of this so-called "Treasure”,

Please ask Dr Bhatnagar or Shri Humayun Kabir about
it.

2 It will not be gquite proper for the money

to be credited to the INA Fund. = It should be held
by External Affairs or by the Education Ministry

till we decidelabout s 5y A

-

(J. Nehru)
' 12-11-53

W'JW tond, Sy Blaboos s

Visd LA (2ol aod sec e " Taeanin, ®
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Ministry of External . |

) ~
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S'lejects- I'N’QL "Tregsmeﬂ. .,-" : YN o

e e

Shri M,0. Mathai will recéll that I discussed
the question of disposal of the INA"treasure"™ with him some !
time ago. The "treasure™ was received from Tokyo and ?
consists of some charred and broken pieces of jewellery.

There is also a sum of Rs.265/10/- in cash, being the equiva- —
lent of the amount of 20,000 yen which was deposited with '
our Embassy., The pieces of metal and the cash are in a
locked box which has been put inside a sealed bag and
deposited in the cash chest of the Ministry, This is not

a very satisfactory arrangement for its safe custody. ]
2. Shri Mathai said that he would investigate i
in consultation with the Ministry of Education where the j
"treasure™ could most usefully be kept and displayed, and ?
would then make arrangements to take it over from us., The ¢
cash could perhaps be credited to any INA Fund that might )
still be in existence, We shall be most grateful if he

would kindly take action as above and relieve us of the ,
responsibility for the custody of the "treasure". He would, |

no doubt, obtain P.M.'s orders.

g}ﬂé v Lt : ﬂ
( Devi Diyal ) 1
- Deputy Secretary. 3
3—11—53. :?
|
P.M, Secretariat (Shri M.0. Mathai). |
by of Datornal Affaire. luo.re, 48]t 160 A-311.82 2
ol bk P .;%Lé Pl o Te ‘
\j jz 2 Zi’ Some ol



o,

(Ministry of Education). 8

Mr, H.Dayal, Mr, Roy, Superintendent, Central
Asian Antiguities Museum and I saw the 'treasure', It
is.a miscellaneous collection of broken fragments of
jewellery, ornaments etc., some twisted metal, presumably
from an aeroplane and some dust and ashes. The individual
items are generally very small and their number is guite
large.

A1l three of us were of the view that it would be
difficult to exhibit these things as they are not suitable
for exhibition, If there were any personal momentoes
of the late Shri Subhas Chandra Bose like a watch or medal,
there would have been some interest in the articles.

The charred pieces of jewellery, some of which appear

to be of gold ;nd some of base metal, are not likely to
arouse much interest. As for the twisted metal or dust
or ashes, these also are not likely to arouse mich
public interest.

The best waylof dealing with this 'treasure' may
perhaps be to hand it over to Shri Bose's family. They
may exhibit it in the Subhas Museum which is proposed to
be set up in Cuttack or in the house in Elgin Road, whefe
also a collection of his things has been made, |

If it is desired that some exhibition of these |
articles should be made in.Delhi, I would suggest that a “N
selection of soﬁé of the broken fragments of metal
or 6rnaments may be made apd arranged in one or two

shelves in a glass case and exhibited in the National o3

Museum for a month or so, Thereafter, this and the rest ‘
|

of the material may be given to the late Mr. Bose's family.
Minister may kindly see. He mey like to discuss

this with the Prime Minister.
k&*“*1//¥:q_ﬁL¢”'ﬂ

(Humayun Kabir).
27, 11, 1953,
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I agree that all these things should be
l handed over to the family of Shri Subhas Chandra Bose.
fi | Since there is nothing in these objscts of any particular
‘ \ interest, I do not think 1t is necgssary,to keep these
l objects on exhibition for a month here,
|
(2 \ Sd/=- (A.K).&zad.
> i 19 >~ 28 - 11- &3
v | E: 0
' r {Clziﬁi '}U#,_ |Qﬂdja_ by Syt
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. | i
g 5 Mli of G Ufo 09 _ognw[nl-g.i—ﬂ:g,,,kg
SRS e ;
; ive . PRIME MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT
v |
Ir YL ‘ These articles cannot be sent to Shri Subhas
________._—r"

\Chandra Bose's family. They have shown no interest in them:
iand they are not even now prepared to admit that Shri Subhas j

Chandra Bese died in this accident.
|

There is no question of holding an exhibition of
them here. But they have to be kept here carefully. There
lare other articles too which are of historical value. There

Chandra Bose should be carefully preserved in proper cases.
Shri Subhas Chandra Bose's ashes are still in Tokyo
preserved in a temple. The question of their being brought

to India has also been raised from time to time, but because
of the family's attitude, we have been unable to do anything.

was a flag, a silver charka ete. All relics of Shri Subhas

¢ |
J |

i
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~ Ref: Notes on pre-page )
& D.S.(ADI) may like to s eqk to Shri,Mathai
- regar@ing this case ;
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‘Ministry of Bxternal Affairs
5NGO Sectioni’

-(h%a'L.ﬂﬁt>

Please | let me have the relevant papers.

NGO fi
referred to Shri M.0O
with the diSpoaal of
" received back. FR w
that the file would b
put up as soomn as it
who has not seen the
information.

édi (D\JLJK.. Gﬁq tqﬁ1

sd. A.J. Kidwai

e (No.25/4/NGO) on the subject was
Mathai on the 28th'January in connexion
the I.N,A.'treasure’and has not yet been
s not put up e rlier as it was expected

e received back7 'The file will be

is received.baci‘ ‘Meanwhile, DS{caw)
F.R. may please see for present
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Ministry of External Affairs.,
Ad.III-Sec. N

-~ Sl esbey
A sum of Rs,265/10 ( two hurmdred sixty five/10/-)

was deposited with ;,he Cashier by D.S.(AD .I) on 30.12 .53
0r AT JEC
i on account of Secret Service, This amount hss not so far

vy been withdrawn although a number of remimders have been
Cliron b o
P 8 issued., IXXIXXTEPHEREXBAXARA XX ERXAXXAMPDENLXKXXX Orders are
solicited for the dispos:l of the amount &s it is open to
audit objection to keep such amounts uné¢isposed for such a
4\ long time, .
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Ministry of Bxternal szalrs

I have fully discussed with Dr. Rauf the

request of the priest of Renkoji temple as conveyed

& o
@. 5 No rcx..%. in Mr. Ranbir Singh's letter at F.R. Dr. Rauf said

that he would like personally to discuss the matter
with the Prime Minister. This, he was not able to do.
He has'asked me, however, not to take any action about
the casket as he will try to collect some funds in
_nur na and take a cusket from there. He has asked me

to awalit further communication in this matter.

.Af 91_(,'o=&; }"Km}"'\mg L.‘l{‘ imle & T ks 3‘,3 th:r Ar‘vy ﬂ':{f-a“
thc lun

17. &. 54

(NGO Section)

'A' above is noted. ) :
& - (- ‘*

e . This file wss withdrawn by D.S.(EA) from S5.4. to
P.M, and may now be returned to him with reference Yo
DS (AD.¢ s) note dated 27.1.54 at minute 204.

kﬁ 2 g
T 7‘4'

i
-This file is resubmitted with reference to 'A' of

D.S.(E.A's) note dated 17.3.54 above. No further communi-

cation has been received 80 far in this connection from

,LDJ. gt Tl ® As (75) bo b o leave | TEE) by
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T have spoken to Shri Mathai who has promised to

obtain P.M's orders as soon as possible,

Sd/=- Devi Diyal

29/6/ 54
2 (7
Mhelx
S.No.210-A FR PA

I ém inclined to agree with Awbassador Rauf.
Please put up previous papers, if any, early.

26/6

Sd/- K.P.S.Menon
26 /6,

Sd/- Mohd. Yunus
29/6

Submitted with connected papers. In this connection
a reference is also invited to P.M's note dated 2.12.53 at

minute 193, (2 p ‘W' .
5o, 0. NP .
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: ?RIHE MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT

H . ———

N i i et - o ool

A small amount of Rs. 200/- and odd was
= received by the Mimister of External Affairs from
e e our Embassy in Tokyo along with the ashes and other
% 7 remains of the late Shri Subhash Chandra Bose. WA

ﬂb This money 1s being kept in the External Affairs =
Ministry. . :
Se I have consulted the Prime Minister about this

and he agrees that this amount might be transferred ,:
to the INA Relief Fund. The Ministry might get into !
touch with the General Secretary of the AICC, 7 Jantar
Mantar Road, New Delhi, and have this money transferred .
to the INA Fund. A receipt might be obtained for '
- . the Ministry's record. i

S é

(M.0. Mathai) |

.‘;_ .

2

_ 2.12.1954. - l
Js - 7
- M ;mny e ﬁ% /3/7, .ﬂ{.?/%; !
o Whe ol - i
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r » _ Ministry of External Affairs.
6 Kk NGO. Sectiom). _
: S.No.222-A. 243

D.S.(ADF) may please see U.S.(FG)'s note on

X
.~ S.N0.222-A. for information.
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Ministry of External aAffairs, \ [
Cash Branch, _ \“—~A/

W~
A sum of Rs, 265/10 was deposited witii the Cashier by
D.S.(Ad.I) now D.S.(F) on 30.12.53. Although a number of
o times reminders hdave been sent to the Off icer corncerned
Br ’-—-\.,‘_“ i
Y by him but the amount has_not so far been withdrawn from us.
f it4s requested that D.S.(ﬁ% F) may kindly renind the
AW § officer concerned again to withdraw the amount as the
"t
auditors are strongly objecting to the withholding of this
o amount by us for so long a time,
X / =T
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(fiﬂ5' ) Who wrote this letter? Explain please. i
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Sd/- Leilamani Naidu
| 16.12.52
R dd);

| The intention iﬁ";;iting to Rev. M. Dharmeswar
that the ashes of Shri Subhas Chandra Bose were in the
custody of the Indian Embassy in Tokyo was that the
ashes were under the control of the Embassy and within
their knowledge even though they were not in their
physical possession.

2. In this connection a reference is invited to
Shri K.K. Chettur's D.0. No.F.26(14)/48, dated the

| 1st October 1951, at®S.No.37-A in file 25/4/NGO, linked

below., The following quotation from this 1etter is

. relevant :-

' "It may interest you to know that quite some
months ago we had arranged with the Japanese
Foreign Office here that the ashes would be
left undisturbed and under our control in the
temple until further instructions were received
from this Mission. The préest himself is also ?

i'm."?‘_‘?- ;
= TS

o ,I_E-

\:f
(




from prepage

fully aware of this decision, which was
explained to him in person."

e A reference is also invited to portion marked 'A!
of P.M's letter dated 1.3.52 to Dr. B.C.Roy at™S.No.57-A
of file 25/4/NGO, and to portion marked 'A' of U.S.(FkA's)
note dated 14.10.52 at®™minute 17 of file No.25/13/NGO-52,
linked below.
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,dk:-l- Date of despatch.
¥ { on 2. List of enclosures,
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DEPARTMENT/OFFICE.
File No.
Serial No.
Letter
Drait ﬁw
Fegronx

To
Rev. M, Uharmeswar,
Nipponzan Myohoji,
Hanaokayama,
Kumamoto.
Japan)
2L,

1 am directed to refer to
this Ministry's letter No.
D.5433-CJK/52, dated the 24th
November 1952, and to say that
the ashes of Shri Subhas Chandra
Bose are kept in the Lenkoji

temple in Tokyo under the custody

of the Indian Lmbassy in Tokyo.

Yours faithfully,

\KM‘

| A2 . U.S. (th)
" "5 / cywarded kv Q“‘l""‘&
» .Q( %ud.-. QoW 1) Os:vuﬂthﬂt
_ﬁ / 3 (S
B ﬂ J
I';:‘_- - g . WEPTEN

————
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D,0 D -

the © ',...“ January, 1953.

Dear Mr, Trivedi,

Will you please refer to your D,0. No.F.5(1)NGO-I,
dated the 11th December 1952, to Miss Naidu, regarding
the ashes of Shri Subhas Chandra Bose ?

24 Rev, M, Dharmeswar had asked us if India
Government were willing to take any steps about the
ashes of Shri Subhas Chandra Bose now lying at Tokyo.

Our intention was simply to tell him that the Indian
Government and our Embassy in Tokyo were aware of the
existence of the ashes and had full control over their
disposal even though these were kept in the Renkoji
temple, In this connection please refer to Mr, Chettur's
{)EO.DH:%F.EG( 14)/48, dated the 1st October 1951, to

e UUTT,

- To avoid any misunder standing, however, we
are writing to Rev, Dharme r again to clarifr the
position,

i

L

Yours sincerely,

WA

/:. S
(V.K. Ahuja)

V.Co Trivedi, Esg.y I.F.S.,
First &eroter{:
Embassy of India,
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D.0. No.F.5(1)NGO-I 4
; S?Y DIPLOMATIC BEG
TELEGRAMS: INDEMBASSY. EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAP
TOKYO.

11th December 1952.

| 80!
Dear Miss Naidu, gt
= = - /
Will you please refer to the lMinistry's letter

No.D.5433-CJK/52, dated the 24th November, addressed
X
to Rev. li. Dharmeswar, stating that the ashes of QL)?'Q

f—_
uhrl Subhas Chandra Bose are in the custody of Iandj s
C . M1 .o SN !'»0 '
Embassy in Tokyo? A b
a /?. f\
2y T an afraid there is some misunders#énding as the

{

LS

ashes are still in the Renkoji Temple. Please see in

. No.25/L/MG0 dated
the 18th July, 1951, to llr. Chettur saying that the ashes

this connection lir. Chakravarﬁi‘s D.

should remain where they are.
Yours sincerely,

A\ ﬁ'-“&
S 0N TRIVEDI)

Miss Leilamani Laldu
Deputy Secretary to the Govt. of India,

kl}lu Iy of External Affairs,
'1_|‘l

uidl




smada

DEPARTMENT/OFFICE.

- i
H&_‘ gt -I<.
3 B o ¥
Mils NG, Nt 7
Serial No.

o

Letter

Draft Memerandum
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Telegram
No. P 5433- e Tk | sv pared)\_ 1-52
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New Delhi, the
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Telephones : { 43320 S Telegram : CONGRESS

~ ALL INDIA CONGRESS commrrsq ¢

ﬁ L]
7 JANTAR MANTAR ROAD
-~ 3 NEW DELHI1
e - December 11, 1954,
Dear friend,

2 L I hereby acknowledge recelpt of your
" D.0. Fo,3227-NCO/54 dated 9th December, 1954
and guthorise Shri Durga Prasad Sharms, the
bearer of this letter to tske payment of Rs,
2.65/10/— (Rupees two hundred sixtyfive and
annas ten only) only received from Tokyo for |
transfer to 1.N.A, Relief F‘ﬁnd. Shri Sharmag

F
A will sign as under:

S :
My Iours sincerely,

'-'LM %(s N, fe
ED&M GENERAL - szmmm
@’ 'ﬁj‘l Ili.yal-_mla P

Deputy Secretery
Ministry of External Affairs,

: 407! ;11nsw DELHAT
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MINISTRY OF EXTERRAL AFFAIRS,
New Delhi,

the 2 /X7 December, 1954,

IM.&Q 227 ";ﬁ#y—q -

-

* SAMANTY

Dear Sir,

I have been directed by the Prime Minister
to hand over to you, for transfer to the I.N.A. Relief
Pund, a sum of Rs,265/10/=. This amcunt was received

from Tokyo along with certaln other remaine of the

late Shri Subhash Chandra Bose and was being kept in
the External Affairs Ministry pending instructions
about its disposal,

2. I should be grateful if you would kindly
have the amount collectsd from me (in room Mo.46,
South Block, Central Secretariat) by 2 duly authorised
persen at an early date and let me have a receipt for

our record.

Yours faithfully,

e ,—‘9
~ (Devi piyal Bhatia)
Deputy Secretary.
(Tele: 10.42798).
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Go i rsc)weo-t HITER
EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN
TOKYO

23rd June, 1954,
D . 2424 145y,

F

Please refer to your demi-official 1et£er No. F.25/4/NGO,
dated the 15th June, 1954, regarding the ashes of Shri Subhas Bose.'J
2e Miss Naidu had shown me a letier"reééived from Ranbir Singh
in which it was suggested that we should donate a receptacle of
appropriate material and guality to enshrine the ashes of the late
Netaji. ©She was most anxious, in view of the opinion of the family
and some others, that the Government of India should not be committed?

to an admission that they acknowledged the ashes to be genuine relics.

11, fherefore, suggested that I would try to persuade some admirers

of Netaji in Rangoon to donate a casket for the purpose. On my way .-
back to Japan, I had only a day and half at Rangoon and, therefore,
could not meet a number of people I had intended to approach. How=-
ever, one gentleman to whom I talked to, was not enthusiastic about
the idea.

3. The priest of the Renkoji temple is anxious for a recognitiop
of his own status as the keeper of the ashes., Opinion of Indians ;
here is divided. Any recognition, therefore, would be a source of (i

controversy. It would not ,so much matter about the Indians loca1¥y,\~

but the opinion in Bengal refuses to accept the fact of Netaji's

death and, therefore, of the genuineness of the ashes, I would,

therefore, sﬁggest that so long as we can, we should try and keep ™

things as they are until opinion in Bengal changes to accept the i
fact of his death, | :
Yours JL”“”é; i

sy

Joint Seéretar*, = G
Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi fe.i. 21| =
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\_~“ MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
NEW DELHI,

The [¥7A June, 1954,

T jr

.4&rh Kindly refer to Ranbir Singh's D.O.

No,F,5(1)NG0-I, dated the 16th January 1954,

% to Leilamani Naidu, regarding his talk with
s the priest of the Renkoji temple about the

ashes of Shri Subhas Bose?

& In-this-connection you will remember
that\f,rou had a discussion with Miss Naidu on
this matter when you were last in Delhi, and

you had suggested that no action need be
» .
taken by us until we heard further from you.

e e

We should be grateful if you would kindly send
us your/ views as early as possible.

Yours sincerely,

~
R
(T.N. Ka
Dr, M.A. Rauf, -

Ambassador of India SRV
- TOKYO. : L

' SAMAN! S A T e e
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TOKYO @
16th January, 1954, !f%f

\ 24
My dear. “\m mduluL | g

Will you please refer to your D,0, letter No. D.5219=-
NGO/53, dated the 4th December, 1953, to the Ambassador, which
contained certain instructions about Subhas Babu's ashes?-

2 In the absence of the Ambassador, I opened your letter
and, recently, visited Mochizuki-San at the Renkoji temple,

I was accompanied by a colleague, Shri, M.S, Nair, Registrar
in our General Section, who speaks Japanese fluently.

3. We thanked the priest, on behalf of the Government

_of India, for the care he has bestowed on these ashes; and we

told him that, at a proper time, they would be sent to India.
Should he require financial assistance, we would be happy to
provide it; but we hoped for his agreement to continue as
the guardian of the ashes for some time.

4, Though repeatedly pressed to accept financial assis-
tance, the priest made it very clear that he had kept the
ashes, voluntarily, because of his high regard for Subhas
Babu, which, in itself, made ¥ impossible for him to accept

_any money.

5. He then told us in a round-about-way that the guardian-
ship of these ashes was a source of worry to himj; that some

of the few-score Indians who have visited the temple and seen
the aghes have not behaved with due respect towards them and
that he sought to have it stated officially, and publicly,

by this Embassy, that the ashes were in his keeping, - Finally,
could we arrange to provide a receptacle, of artistic design,
made preferably in India, in which the ashes would be kept?
This receptacle would be on a shelf, in the temple, between

! two lighted candles; and visitors could make their obeisance
! before it, Of course, whether Buddhists (Mochizuki-San is
| a member of the Nichiren sect) or Shintoists, the Japanese
‘lvenarhte, greatly, the ashes of the dead.

6. As you know, many of our fellow-citizens living in
Japan, as well as some of those at home, remain convinced
either that these ashes are not those of Subhas Babu or that
he is still alive, Such evidence as we have, on the relevant
file, indicates that he is dead and it is likely, thc’mgh not

Ly T

o P > 9 .;:_t} A~ "L h’?’l g f\./b o-..‘.-/:-




page 2
absolutely certain, that these ashes are his,

{ 7o Any official statement by this Embassy of the
type required by the priest would raise a storm of
. | protest among some of our more obstinate fellow=citizens
~\ here, | : , :
8. - The priest agreed to continue to look after the
ashes and we were able to dissuade him from insisting
on public acknowledgment which, we implied, would,

of course, be given when the ashes were, finally, taken -
to India.
9 - The ashes are, at present, kept in a cupboard in

the temple and, when visitors arrive, they are taken out
and placed between two candles - below a small photograph
of Subhas Babu. They are kept in a small box about 9" X &",
which seems to be either tih or wood, and are covered by a
white and somewhat transparent cloth which is almost gauze.
. This manner of viewing them is rather undignified, I would
! be grateful to have early instructions about the priest's
| request for the provision of a suitable receptacle, The
! points for decision are, firstly, whether we should comply
- with this request and, secondly, whether the receptacle should
,be made in India or obtained in Japan, $Should it be decided
to make one in India, I will consult the priest again and
. provide details about the sort of receptacle he wishes to have,

10. You may be interested to hear that the priest told

me that about one hundred persons, including Indians and
Japanese, had visited him and been.shown the ashes, Certain
Americans had also come, to use his own words, to “worship" the
ashes, It was sad to hear that the conduct of some of our own
people had been lacking in propriety.

11, The Renkoji temple is fairly large and is well looked .

after., T am quite convinced that Mochizuki-San does not require
financial assistance to look after the ashes, He is a pleasant
man of about 60 and I have little doubt that his genuine regard
for Subhas Babu derives from his sincere, though metaphysical and
ill-founded, belief, that Japan's Asian venture, if successful,
would have been the fulfilment of & noble and humanitarian purpose.

12, I shall be grateful for igstrIjPions.

/

Shrimathi Leilamani Naidu,

Deputy Secretary, ' (Ranbir $ingh)
Ministry of External Affairs, New D%_gl )

i

-

<




D.O.Ho. ‘DS_,Z//?«”“’/S/} N

December 4, 1953,

Fier o

My dear Rauf, L

I enclose a copyfb; a letter addressed to the
Prime Minister by the Priest of Renkoji, a Buddhist
temple in Tokyo where the ashes of the late Shri Subhas
Chagdra Bose are enshrined, The Prime Minister desires
that the prilest be informed of the receipt of his letter
and, on behalf of the Government of India, thanked for
his guarding the ashes of Shri Subhas Qhandra Bose, He
should also be told that, at the proper time, we shall
send for tha’ashos and have them in India, But, for the
present, we should like him to keep them under his safe
custody and look after them, ;

In the priest's letter, some reference is made
to his not receiving any help privately or officially.
The Prime Minister would therefore like you to help him
in any way you think proper, including financially in so
far as any money might be required for tﬁ}s purpose.

Yours sincerely,

i
(Leilamani Ngidu)

Dr, M.,A, Rauf,
Ambassador of India,
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His Excellengy, Kyoel Mochlzukil 7
Dr. Pandit Jawaher Lal Nshru, 1530, 2~chome, Koenji,

The Prime Minister of India, Suglnami-ku, Tokyo,

liew Dilhi, India. Japan.

lovember 285, 1953,

Dear Sir:

I am the priest of Renkojl, Buddhist temple in the
suburbs of Tokyo City. L have the honour to send this
letter to you, gulded by the soul of the late Sbath Chendre
Bose jl. I have been keeplng the ashes of Netajl safely,
and praying for the repose of his soul since September 18
in 1945, Eight years have already passed since that time.
Japan was under Occupation eight years ago, during which
Japanese people were living thelr stormy life in social
confusion. Therefore, apvrehensive of consequences, none

ould accept letajl's ashes to keep it safely.

I, a stranger to the late Netajl, was asked to keep
the ashes by people who were strangers to me including
Indiens of whom I have never heard since that time. I
thought anyone's soul should be wearmly worshipped under
whatever clrcumstances. According to such belief as a
religionist who serve the spiritual world, I have secretly
been guarding letajl's ashes at the risk of my life. I
have been so watchful that even small nolses at widnight
startle me,

In June, 1951, Ex-Indian Ambassador to Japan, His
Excellency, K.K.Chettur, invited me to his offlclal resgi-
dence. 4nd I was officlally asked to keep the ashes by
him, as the representative of the Indian Government., The
witness was ir, Tamura, Chief of the Ceremony Section of
the Foreign 0ffice of Japan. So my responsibility and
dutles for keepling the ashes have become more important,

Frankly speaking, I must inform you that, in spite of
many inconveniences and trouble I underwent in keeplng the
ashes, I have never received any help privately and
officially., But I believe I can keep up Hetaji's soul
perfectly by recognizing the importance of dutles assigned
me and with my strong belief as a religionist.




& | @

low Jepan ieg not under Occum tion. The peaceful
relations between Japsn and Indis have been reestablished,
So, 1t is meaningless and pity for the late Hetaji that
his ashes should be kept in a temple of a foreign country,
lonely end secretly, after all his vain efforts to bring
about the independence of India and happiness of Asia, I
think now is the time when such a significant plan asg
vivifies the historical achlevements and sacred spirit of
lietaji eternally for both Asia end mankind should be adopted,

During the latest equinox week, I dreamed a strange {
dream of Netajl two nights on end. The dream was enough to |
make me lose the peace of my mind as a religionist,

Such is the background of my taking the liberty of ex-
pressing my personal view in this letter, which I write as
e. religionist and a priest who is charged with such an
importent responsibility by the Indian Government,

me, and send me, directly 1if possible, any suggestions you

I should be much obliged if you would kindly understand
may have as to the disposal of the late Hetaji's ashes.

Sincerely yours,

Kyoer moehiguhi

Kyoei Mochizuki '
Priest of Renkoji-Temple,

#3“\;@ o
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DEPARTMENT OFFICE,

Draft

- Chandra Bose.

"of the aircraft accident in which Shri'Bose i

- 'held in cash,i‘being the equivalent_of i

oVl

Letier T ) ~ File NG
DHHHKHK ST
‘Beikaes Serial No

No. F.25/L/NGO. Dated |

To - :
. satish Chandra, Esq.,
Leputy b¢mm1331oner,
Delhi.

lIUoS. ’

Sir,
I am directed to say that under ' ¥
inétructions from the Prime Minister we
have obtained from Jépan some property-
bélonging to the former "Indian National
Army“}. Thig prupérty, which is known as
"I.N.A. Treasure", consists of some pieces ;
of gold and charred and broken pieces of ;
jewellery, énd was handed over to us by
the officials of the India Independence
Leagﬁé at Tokyo, who kept it with them .
since the reported death of Shri Subhas

2y The Prime lMinister has decided that

the "treasure" should be kept as evidence i

met his death. o
3. ﬁ
to authorise the Treasury Officer, New Delhi,.

0

to receive the “treasure“ into the Treasury 4

1 am accordingly to request you.

for safe custody under Rule 73 of the

A list_of the articles

Treasury Rules.
in question is enclosed for your information

Besides these, an amount of Rs.265/10°i

20,000 Yen which was deposited in our
Embassy at Tokyo. This amount may also
be taken over by the Treanﬁ:y Officer.

-Youfs faithfully,

LJ pb ata..(--.\ D.S.(AD.I)

. __‘_rr‘. =F
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o TR st % -."‘:_;’
% ACCOUNTANT GENERAL | . T2 covi o
U CENTRAL nwmnes.“l oy e 40 oy

\'&U\ L_N"EWDELHLI LN TR L

........................

............................

..........................................................................

I am to request that arrangements may please be
mede %0 pay a sum of P, (265-11-0) Two h undred and sixty
five =/11/-) to the Covt, of India WE,4, Naw Delhi
on & simple receint,

2. The debit may rlease be n=ssed on to this office in the
usu2l ma2nner ouoting this left'er as authority,
BN

_&3. & copy of this is being erﬁ'orsed to the Ministry of

‘ _-“I’..

Yours Faithfuuy'

b L‘wﬁﬂ/ iy
Bx..I/D &,15’ [ 1 6IUL (6 g0y, !

Copy to the Ministry of E.A, New Delhi for Anfomration
and necessary action with retference to their me‘rﬁo No.,F.25/

/NGO dated 29,5,53, The bill for the purpose may please be

G preferred at the New Delhi Treaswry,
; “y s—18s )

Modern India Press—20-101-48-P.J. (M.F.P.)|2RS8IShbbd %ﬁ%@(ﬁ?ﬁ% s
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Shri P.K.Bardhan ‘
Deputy Accounfan% General, Y e
Central Revenues, New Delhl.

D,0.No.DAG(1)/CD/ v Dt.10,6,53,

Subs- Credit of 20,000 Yens in
the Embassy of India, Tokyo.

&
My dear Devi Diyal, ,;Fb‘ ﬁw

P
-

Kindly refer 6'your top secret
letter No.F-25/4/NGO, dated the S5th
June, 1953, The sanction of the Ministry
of Finance, Department of Economic
Affairs to the transfer of 20,000 Yens
to India through Govt, Account has been
received in this office. The necessary
authority enabling the Ministry to
withdraw the amount in Indig will be
issued as soon as the Cash Account of
the Embassy of India, Tokyo showing the

credit is received in this office.

) Yours sincerely,

/kLJw%

(P.X Bardh

et

Shri Devi Diyal,
Deputy Secretary,
Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi, i




- Central Revenues,
ey Delhl.

® *
IouF.25/4/10, Dated the % gune 1983,

Subject: Credit of 20,000 Yen (ns.M) in the
Embassy of I!ﬂia, Tokyo.
7
My dear mn' = > 2y

Please to Shri P, M. Krishnaswamy®s
D,0, Mo, AG(AQd1)/F,MISC/15, dated the 11th May
1953, on the subject mentioned above, We have
now obtained the sanction of the Mini of

Department of Economic Affairs e!nﬂ PEL
Yen

>

Control Branch, to the transfer of 20 ’
Ima,wmtmv& our Official
Hemorandum No,F, g dated the 29th May 1953,
2 It is reguested that the necessary

authority enabling this Ministry to withdraw the
mg:mmmuim.

Yours sincerely,

‘.

(Devi Diyal)
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T hsy, \ ’
DEPARTMENT OFLICE. - i
XXX File No.
M) S,
it ) Serial No.

No. F.25/1,/NGO. Dated IAES 52

To
The A.G.C.R., New Delhi.

The undersigned is directed to say
that a sum of Rupees two hundred and sixty
five and eleven annas may be paid in
New Delhi on a simple receipt to the
Ministry of External Affairs against the
credit of an equivalent amound in Japanese
currency (20,000 yen) received by the -
Embassy of India in Tokyo and appearing
in the monthly account of that Embassy
for May 1953 under the head:

"Tokyo - Suspense - Miscellaneous

receipts from Indians.

(Adjustable in India)."
s This amount does not relate} to
the Government account but its remittance
to India fhrough Government account in
the above manner has been sanctioned by

the Government of India as a special case.

Ay A copy of this Memorandum is being

forwarded to you through the Ministry of

Finance. REgy i
D.S.(AD.I)

forwarded to the Ministry of Finance

(Shri P.D. Kasbekar) for communication to
the A.G.C.R. Sanction has been accorded
with the concurrence of that Ministry vide
their u/o No.3073-E.F. 1/53 dated the -
22nd May 1953.

2. Copy to AD.III/Accounts Branches.,

\}D.S.(AD.M

Copy, together with three spare copies,



EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAP
TOKYO

D.0. No., F.5(1)NGO=-I 15th May 1953

My dear g 7 f /'/ 1

Will you please refer to your demi-cfficial letter
No. F.25/4/NGO of the 5th May 1953?
2. The 20,000 Yen (BRs 265/11/-) in question has been
credited to Government and entered in our Cash Accounq under

the head "Tokyo-Suspense-Miscellaneous receipts from Indians -

(Adjustable in India)".
YburSﬂJ“é°’4}

S

(M,A., Rauf)

Shri. Devi Diyal,
Deputy Secretary, :
Ministry of External Affairs,

New Delhi

s
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F
De 0slN 0. AG( £4d1) /F.MISC/\S
P. N. Krishnaswemy, I.A.& AsSe,
Addl. Accountent General,
Central Revenues,

Curzon Road,

-

Subject:- Credit of 20,000 Yen (Bs.265/11)
in the Embassy of India, Tokyo.

My dear Devi Diyal, g

) D Mo, ST}~ 1{8e( £

L
Please refer to your d.o. letter No.F.25/4/NGO

dated the 9th May, 1953 on the subject mentioned
above. I think that the transfer of 20,000 Yen
to India,belonging to the Funds of the Indien

National Army, should be sanctioned by the Finance

Ministry, Department of Economic Affairs, Exchange

Control Branche It is better that you take the
necessary sanction from them for the remittance
of this amount to India. This case will, in
future, be dealt with by the TAD Branch of my

office, which is under the supervisory charge

of Shri P.K.Bardhan, Sr.Deputy Accountant General,

I will hand over .these papers to him and you may
please correspond with him directly in respect
of this case.

Yours sincerely,

P

Shri Devi Diyal Bhatia, ()32
Dy.Secretary to the ! )
Government of India

Ministry of External Affairs,

New Delhi.

fe
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oiy2 NGO. Dated the ?ﬁ'_ May 19531.

Subject: Credit of 20,000 Yen (Rs.265/11)
in the Lmbassy of India, Tokyo.

My dear Krishnaswamy,

A sum of 20,000 Yen (Rs.265/11) is lying
with our Lmbassy in Japan as part of the funds
of the Indian National Army under the late
Shri Subhas Chandra Bose. This is not Goveriment
money, but it has been decided to transfer
it to India through Govermment account, as
remittance through normal banking channels was
not conveniently practicable. In this connection
4 enclose a copy of my letter No.lF.25p4/NGO, dated
the 5th May 1953, to our imbassador in Tokyo.

2. It is requested that this Ministry may be
authorised to withdraw the amount for payment to
the authorities of the fund as soon as the
credit in the suspense account is received in
India. :
Yours sincerely,

5!

(Devi Diyal)

Shri P.N.Krishnaswamy,
Additional Accountant General,
Central Revenues,

New Delhi.

A

"



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFATRG
: 173151{1{%5?@@151@4 =
Al Lottee s Tile No.
Draft Memorandim ;
Telogram-. Serial No.
1. Date of despatch No. F.25/4/TGO Dated § -41953,
2. List of enclosures :
o My dear Ambassador,
Will you please refer to your
¢ s vl - 1D.0. letter Ne,F .a(l)mo-z, dated the 24th
5 5 ) ‘L J‘-{vr. _) .,.e
March 1953/ ? 7
Oy The amount of 20 OOO.Yen (Bs 265 11/-':}
7 ’ el ‘—-&l—{ |
2 may kindly be credited to Government(in your ©
i Cash Account under the head "Tokyo-Suspense®-
- i th tho-partiemtmre—a=M"1i scellaneous
O Al .. .
’JT ( ,«g&; g ) receipts from Indiansi. The date on which ,
8 this is done and other necessary particulars
; : /| may kindly be intimated to us in.due course,
- |
when steps will be taken here to withdraw ]
- “7'4: s
the amount‘z/
,—& | |  Yours sincerely, |
v /’%é ifd LSS
: P |
» . ) |
- ) o | . JEunb | |
L ]
3
Dr, M.A, Rauf,
b Ambassador of India, .
TOKYO (JAPAN) :
L]
w
,‘ ¥
_._‘r'.‘.
N ST, 1S9
r |

S. 5 (Large).
MEP—304 S&1"—6767—(M-108)-—25-11.48--160,000 Pads,
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,r& D.0. No.F. 5( l)NCrO-I : EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAl\i"“ —
TOKYO

24th March, 1953.

.......... . : &f:’___

k. (BY DIPLOMATIC BAG)
b { i A
\ﬁ My dear Harish, ,/g W
t‘ v Will you please refer to your D.0. lettérs ¢
.- No. F.25/L/NCO end No.F.25/L/NGO, of the 2ith of
t‘:}‘\“‘ E January and 17th of March, 1953, respectively?
: \»‘%’ Qe We suggest that we credit this amount of

20,000 Yens in our official accounts and a

correspoﬁ‘ding payment in Rupees may be made in

- :“ Delhi. The exact amount in Rupee equivalent would
" be Rs.265-11-0, - Please let me know the head under
which this money should be credited in our accounts.
e
” ; Yours sincerely, .
- 2 , (M.A. RAUF)
Shri H, Dayal, I1.C.S., '
Jomt Secretﬂg to the Government of India,
gty Minis ernal Alfalrs,
=~ NEW Dﬂl

- = Rl e 1 ST ———
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DEPARTMENT/OFFICE.

Letter
A

No. F.25/L/NGO.

Draft

File Ne
Se;'ia.l Ne

Datat- LA<>-53

% aLnA-'/?»ﬂraA&TJ'“;

/

('i:"lﬂ-‘m:

Subject: I.N.A. Epepz&:aas.

Will you please refer to

my U.0. letter No. ¥.25/4/NGO,
[ 3

dated the 24th January 1953,

regarding the transfer of Yen

i
20,000, v

2

R We shell be grateful & %L

kzv® an early reply.

oy

Dr. M.A. Rauf,
Ambassador of India,
Tokyo (Japan)

J 5S4 (AD)
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No: F.25/4/NGO

Ministry of External Affairs,
New Delhi, Januery 24, 1963

(12 dean A Nrasiader :
Will you please refer to Miss Naidu's D:O. No.

F.25/4/KG0, deted the 20th November 1252, regarding the

I.N.A, properties ?

2. The Prime Minister has now directed that the

Yen 20,000/= lying with you shculd be transferred here.

Can you send the amount to us by benk draft ? If this is

not possible under the Japanese Government's exchange

regulations, or for any other reason, we shz11 have to devise

other means of traensferring the money. One way would be for

you to credit the amount in your official accounts and for

a corresponding payment in ruﬁaos to be made here. But this

,should not be done unless you get clear instructions from

' the Ministry, indicating the head to which the money should

be credited in your accounts.

ey
r (_LW%J |

(H. Dayal)
Dr. ".&. R.uf’ {“/’(i—’
dmbassador of India,
Tokyo (Japan)
G
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

BHNiSTRY OF FINANCE (REVENUE DIVISION)

New Delhi, the 19
No. 459_Ds(cus.)/52 T 21st January 53

To s
The Collector of Central Excise
(Shri N.L.Mehta),
Delhi.

Sub:- Gold ornaments ete. brought
in in cne steel attache case
from Japan by Mr.Damle of the
Ministry of Food & Agriculture -
Exemption from Customs duty
thereon.

LR N

Please refer to the correspondence restin
with your Collectorate letter C.No.VIII(i)/2(78)/
52/85 dated the 17th January 1953 on the above-
mentioned subjeect.

2. The Government of India have decided,

as a special case, that the gold ornaments etc.
contained in the above-mentioned steel attache
case be exempted from payment of Customs duty.

d.
b (s (A. K. Mukarji)
Deputy Secretary to the Govt.
of India.
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20 ) FINANCE MINISTER.
INDIA.

No.161-PSE53

New Delhi,
January 19, 19563.

My dear Prime Minister,

Sub:~- "Indian National Army" Treasure -
Question of exemption from Customs

}%\U'7 W duty thereon.

i/ ws"b P

Al & You mentioned the other day that the Customs
g authorities had asked for payment of customs duty
g amounting to about Rs.20,000/- on the import of some
” personal effects and gold valued at about Rs.80,000/-
belonging to the late Shri Subhas Chandra Bose and
; wondered why the Government in whom this property
J%{{ﬁgr now vested should be required to pay customs duty.

(::;Rﬁigﬂ : 2. Under the law as it stands, even goods
-, sat

imported by Government have to pay Customs duty unless
they are covered by a specific exemption; the Finance
PL Ministry did not consider that there were any strong
|¥5bwl_{3 grounds for grant of exemption from duty in respect
ape b of the "I.N.A. Treasure" unless it was of historical
pah interest and was to be exhibited in a public place.
iégﬂa“ a)y Subsequent to our discussion the other day, papers
U were received from the Ministry of External Affairs
,u/,/f;;/ .\ in which you recorded a“minute on the 1lth November
= N - 1952 that it is the present intention to treat the
g_" I.N.A. Treasure as historical articles which might
Sk = %) be kept iIn a museum and that, in the event of a decision
A W otherwise later, such duty would be paid as may be
ol d . decided upon. In the circumstances and on the analogy
- o of the free entry permissible under the law of works
of art, such as, statuaries and pictures intended to
, be put up for the public benefit in a public place,
\Uo # instructions are being 1issued, as a special case,
{ l!exempting the articles in question from payment of
| customs duty.

Yours sincerely,

- C . D y Zd«ﬁhv—"‘é’{

(C.D. Deshmukh)

Shril Jawaharlal Nehru,
Prime Minister, New Delhi, \
7



Ds0, No,F,25/4/1G0
L e 1
the ’ﬂf Jamary, 1953,
> 74
My dear Savhney, E e
ﬁ\

Please refer to your d,o, 10(
No.VIII(IIWWJB dlt.d the 8th Jamuary

ﬁ;‘.ﬁﬁi?. e T

2. Ve are taking up the question of
exemption from t of Customs duty in
this case with Finance Ministry (Revenue
Division) tely. A further commnication

4 ﬁl will follow this connection in due course.
Yours sincerely,

P
e

Central Excise cohoctmto, Delhi

New DOllle Talkatora Barracks,
J -t —
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CENTRAL EXCISE COLLECTORATE DELHI, 2 e
TALKATORA BARRACK

D.0.C.NO., VIII(1)2/78/52/ Y&
New Delhi,the 8th Jan,1953,
B

»

My dear Sharma,

Please refer to your interview with me in
connection with a steel trunk brought by Mr.,K.R.Damle, Joint
Secretary, Ministry of Food and Agriculture from Tokyo and
since released through the Customs under the Note Pass
Procedure, It was understood that you had a detailed list
showing the prices of the contents of trunk and you had agreed
to supply the same tc me in order to enable me to assess the
duty and to raise the necessary debts against you‘r ﬁiniatry.
The list may please be forwarded to me now for necessary

action,

Yours sincerely,

(freS+SAWHNEY ,)
Shri G.H.Sham,
Under Secretary,
Ministry of External Affairs,
NEW DELHI,
R 138 — #\—" A



Charred

ﬁharred

= BUNDLIE I.

?ackage ¥4

rings and pendants. 400 grams

Package 2.

and broken bangles, pins, buckles, etc. 2 kilograms, 560 grams

Package 3.

Charged and broken bangles, pendants, snuff box,
medals, coins and rings. 325 grams.
Package 4.
Charred necklace pieces, medals and rings 325 grams.
2, Package 5.
~ Charred ear-rings, nose-rings, rings, mostly with stones 700 grams.
o5 2
Package 6 .
&
vaarred and broken bangles and anklets 1 kilogram, 700 grams.
_ Package 7.
Charred and broken rings, nose-rings and pendants 825 gramns.
8 Package 8.
Qharred rings and nose-rings. 425 grams
e Package 9.
Charred necklace, bangles, brooches and nose-rings. 320 grams.
Package 10. X
7% Charred ear-iings with stones and rings. 425 grams.
: Package 11.
-
‘ﬁkfmred rings. 105 grams.
Package 12.
Charred rings and chain. 200 grams.
4 P&ckage 110
% Charred rings and buttons. 50 grams.
Package 14.
Charred ear pendants, 50 grams.
8.410
BUNDLE TII.
Charred gold mixed with molten metal, iron etc. %.500
BUNDLE III.
Betal, mostly base and dust. 1.600
(1) 9 pieces of gold :
_ ™ i s







: / ity
_ No.F.5(1)AGO-I gt >
~ &9
TELEGRAMS; INDEMBASSY. —— EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN
TOKYO.
5th December, 1952.
liy dear Mewb b A
.;}Q Please refer to your Top Secret D.O. letter
2 No.F.25(L)NGO, dated the 15th November, 1952, which
,;A\i& i has crossed my D.0. letter No.F.5(1)NGO-I, dated the
"‘%’p = 14th Noverber to liss Naidu. 199~ A' : |
I 2 It was explained in my letver mentioned above ‘&Q,Pr
3{;‘({30 that a copy of the list was en 1closed in Chettur's D. 07
R letter No.F.26(14)/48 dated the 20th October to Dutt.
- LA” Lf,fIn view of this, I did not think it proper to reopen
,’ﬁ:ﬁm the packages which were sealed at the time the weighment
~ was made and delivery taken from MNurthy, so as to prepare
e another list. The list sent with Chettur's letter may,
therefore, be utilised for the purposes of check.
Another copy of the llst was sent to you only for
s reference.
. Wih kind regards,
' Yours /Juwévvﬂ;
;:[ /Mﬂ4?ar~7z
‘ A H. Dayal, Esq., %.C.S., (M.A. RAUF)

Joint QGcretar" to the Govt. of Inds,

Fldlutrﬁ of External Affairs,
I x ¥
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PRIME MINISTER'S SECRETARIRT

From time to time we have been asked

this connection.

¢
(J. Nehru)

21-12-1952
\ fgdézfl ' /é%ﬁq' =

[ A A
: VH'/ Z?Z :z.:i‘z_

questions about Shri Subhas Chandra Bose. I think
you might keep the attached cutting.for reference in



£
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8
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g

H°'D/ s/13966 p.\,,up'“f*"\/ : 5

/

My dear Ratan,

Prime Minister would like t o know whether
the INA treasure has arrived from Tokyo. If so,
what is the value of the articles which have arrived

- and where have they been kept? Has any information

been sent to the Finance Ministry about the manner
in which it is proposed to dispose of these articles?

2. I enclose herewith a cutting from the
"Bombay Chronicle" dated the 4th December, 1952,
which may be of interest to you and which may be of
some use for reference.

Yours sincerely,

b st
( B.N. Kaul )

Shri R.K. Nehru, I.C.S.,
Foreign Secretary,

Ministry of Extemal Affairs,
New Delhi.

-

Prive MinisTER'S SECRETARIAT

New Derut '
5th December, 1952.

—

)
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| burns sustained in ‘a plane |

| gathered by me at S8anchi,

-who returned last week from |
| Japan after attending the In- |

‘1of his relics and their en- |
|shrinement in the temple, all.
| of which took place in August |
'11945. The small temole W“il
|chosen for securily reasons.

/| tirst man since the enshrine-
|menk, who was allowed to
| touch the relics as ne happen- |
|ed to come from Netaji’s land.

| that was ‘dictated by Subhas
.| Bose before his expiry in the !

| has observed that he fought for

BRING NETAJ I'S
RELICS TO INDIA,
ASIANS SUGGEST

(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT)
INDORE, December 3.
N talks with me at Sanchi this week, people from all over
Asia expressed hope that the countrymen of Subhas
Chand_'ra' Bose would soon take steps to bring his relies to

his motherland for being enshrined either at India’s caplta]

or at Subhas’s birthplace, : e

'I'he relics of Netaji are now|
enshrined in a small Buudmst.'
temple near Tokyo wnere ag
nmionk has been offering wor-
ship since August 1945, when
Subhas Bose expired frecm

accident.
Valuable information was |

where I met a Buddhist mank

ternational = Buddhist Confe-
rence. This Indian monk has
also brought with him de:nils
of the plane accident and a
phomgraph of the casket of
Netaji’s relics which has been
placed above a portrait of his
military uniform ;
Entries in the diary show-
dates of the death, collection’

This Buddhist monk was the

The Buddhist monk has also |
brought a copy of the message

military yital wherein he

the country’s freedom while
alive and wa.s giving his llfe.
for the sam rpose. The mes-i

' u:e exhn his countryme

to intensify the fight for !n- i

\‘@ls lnduen ence, P

e
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Package
Package

Package

Package
Package
Package
Package
Package
Package
Package
package
package

Package

Package

No.
No.

No.

No.
No,
No.
No.
No,
No.
No,
No,
No.
No.

No.

BUNDLE TT
BUNDIE IIT
1

B S . i LRk

w0 0 N O o b

w

11

b B

14

Charred
Charred

Charred

‘Charred

Charred
Charred
Charred
Chérred
Charred
Charred
Charred
Charred
Chérred
Charred

Charred

rings and pendants
and broken bangkes, pins buckies etc

and broken bangles, pendants, snuff ‘boX,
medals, coins and rings

necklace pieces, medals and rings

ear-rings, nose-rings, rings, mostly with stones
and broken bangles and anklets

and broken rings, nose rings éhd pendants

rings and nose rings i
necklace, bangles, brooches and nose-rings
ear-rings with stones and rings

rings

rings and chain

ringé énd buttons

ear pendants

gold mixed with molten metal, iron ete

Metal, mostly base and dust

9 pieces of golf_ I
i L ¢ \( ¥ ~ ‘}

L4

(i
ALE

el o ' Y 5

e

Weight as in the

Statement
400 grams

2 Kgms 560 gms

3é5 gms
325 gms
700 gms
1 Kgm 700 gns
825 gms
425 gms
320 gms
425 gms
105 gms
200 gms
50 gms
50 gms

3 Kgms 500 gms
1 Kgm 600 gms

As ascertained
by actual weighing

309,90 grams
- b fom.

2 Kgms 447,07 gms
- fAe93
315,70 gms = 7.3
314,60 gms ~ focy
624,32 gms = 795
1 Kgm 643,65 gms
- 5636
797.05 gms =~ 27.95
424,75 gms = *2%
303.55 gms ~ /%
415,55 gms - o8°
108,05 gms + 345
201,55 gns + &
44,22 gms = 57

48.05 gms — 1’7

3 Kgms 442 gmse-5%
Not weighed -~

208.75 gns —1-3%*



::: Package No. 1

Package No, 2

Package No,

Package No.
Package No,
Package No,
Package No,
Package No,
Package No,
Package No,
package No,
package No,
package No,
Package No,

(V]

EBBES@N\!OM‘

Charred
Charred

Charred

Charred

Charred
Charred
Charred
Charred
Charred
Charred
Charred
Charred
Charred
Charred

Charred

rings and pendants
and broken bangkes, pins buckies ete

and broken bangles, pendants, snuff box,
medals, coins and rings 4

ﬁaeklnee pieces, medals and rinsa

ear-rings; nose-rings, rings.?ﬁosfly with stones
and bréken bangles and anleﬁ;

and broken rings, nose rings %nd-pondant:

rings and nose rings =

necklace, bangles, brooches and nose-rings

ear-rings with stones and rings

ringq

rings and chain
rings and buttons
ear pendants

gold mixed with molten metal, iron ete

Metal, mostly base and dust

% pieces'of gold

l! ‘\1/ >
v

B
il Y /

Height as in the
Statement
400 grams

2 Kgms 560 gms

325 gms
325 gms
700 gnms
1 Kgm 700 gms
825 gms
425 gms
320 gnms
425 gms
105 gms
200 gms
50 gms
50 gms

3 Kgms 500 gms
1 Kgm 600 gms

300 gns

As ascertained
by actual weighing
399,90 grams

2 Kgms 447,07 gms

315,70 gms
314,60 gms
624,32 gms
1 Kgm 643,65 gms
797.05 gnms
424,75 gns
303,55 gms
415,55 gms
108,05 gms
201,55 gms
44,22 gms
48,05 gms

3 Kgms 442 gms
Not weighed

208,75 gms



[‘:\'/E}harred rings and pendants 400 grems i

|/ Charred end broken bangles, pins, buckles, etc. 2 kilogrems, 560 gm
-"‘/ Gherped mnd isked puicles, pmdante, WUSL bz, L

l‘/ Charresd necklace pieces, medals and rings 325 grens. Ve

e Charred ear-rings, nose-rings, rings, mostly with stones700 grams. l

M Charred and broken bangles and anklets 1 ki-logr_am, 700 mﬂ

( PR Charred and broken rings, noserings and pendanis 825 grems.

h-‘// Charred rings end chain

Lackage 13
\/Charred rings end buttons

v Dackage 14
Charred esr pendents

el . |

M_, -~ Charred gold mixed with molten metecl, iron ete.

LUNDLE II1

Metzal, mostly base and dust
» | i [ gold 0 N
(1) 9 pieces of gol 300 grems E N

< (2) xzo,ooo/.].-- ShIL  wk
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ﬂ_.m.p'zslulf\m,o_ - "{S.
20th Hovember, 1952.

Sudjests Lkiade JROUIMTIES

e
My dear Rauf, % il

'S : '
7/9"! W11 you please refer to your
3 o

S,

Top Secrat 1ettér D,0.00,Te5(1)N,Ce0=1 of the
14th Rovenber, on the atove subject? The geld
gsent thvough !»-T#.l.‘:aﬁ*.le ting been safely recclved,.
The question of its fina) &lasposal is stild
under considerstion, The Prime Minister desires
that the Yen 20,000/= which ¥r Wurthy hended
over in cash to your Rnbessy as part of the
I.V.A, properties be kept by vou, In a safe,
until further instructions, The money is not
%o be cradited *o the Pndessy aceount,

¥ind repgards,

Yours sincersly,

H.AoWg rsn.

Ambussador of fnﬂtu in Japen,
Toxm
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§* y EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN
TOKYO

“.ml By Diplomatic Ba s
s D0, Noe F.SzleGO-I 14th November 1952

e
wb 7

Y Dear Miss Naidu,

Will you please refer to correspondence ending with _

J T your Top Secret telegfam No. 27627 of the 12th November regard-f; |

ing I.N.A. properties? ]

2e As you must have noticed, a copy of the list of the

treasure was enclosed in the bag carried by Damle., In this ‘A,i

N connection, please refer to Chettur's Top Secret D.0. letter -

-3 No. F.26(14)/48, dated the 20th October 1951, to Dutt, wherein

also a copy of the list was enclosed.

~ Se As we had reported to you in the letter quoted above,

Mr. Murty had also given us Yen 20,000 in cash. I presume you

would now want us to credit this amount to our account. If so,

please indicate the Head of Account.

Yours sincerely,

ol
= ~NGo, H. QF'?/"' (M.A. Rauf)

i Miss Leilamani Naidu,
Deputy Secretary,

try of External Arfairs,
/m_w_mm
%

S— R e
r—— e ———

S j B (W i B i A—
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D0, JNo, 7,2E/4/3G0, | E& e ..,.

the 'S? November, 1952,

\\\“[ AR o &-...Ln_m‘—l‘-w

17“.-6

Will you please refer to our tologru
November ?

No,27627 of the 12th

2+ Damle's arrival was daluy.d and we
therefore received the case of valuables
only on the 12¢h, We mnkee them in

safe custody after weighing the packages
until it is decided what is to be dom with
them, b= A

% I m],d/fnuidontauy draw gg attention

to our telegram No,27621 of
1nuh1&nnm.amwo
Mltalongvithﬂngood

no signature nnd is therefore of
nttlo far purposes of check,

\x QTS R C_.t‘..q,,a__,_;-x

0

(H, Dayal)

the Octo
send an - -
mnﬁﬁm



No,27627.,

CCB No,6152
0, T, P ' Copy No.g.'..

e sEGRET,

Foreign, New Delhi.,
Indembassy, Tokyo.

DTO NOV,12 Nil,

ORTS A e

.‘/
TOP SEGgﬂgj For RAUF,

Your telegram No,137 November 10th, Goods arrived
November 12th, -

-

..l.l. /_,

Prime Minister(4), Dy.Minister, FS(2), CS(8), JSAD , DSFEAWT,

and Cabinet Secretary.

(7 Dicosrnarns

Superintendent CCB,

— =

[ORTS e
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D, 3")°8"/NC>OL‘-'
Government of India Overseas Commumcatlons Service.
Vakils. 19030 x 200-8-51. NEW DELHI

* N.B.:—Al enquiries regarding this Telegram should be made to the Government Telegraph Deptt. accompanied by this Form.
P~

S THE FIRST LINE OF THIS TELEGRAM CONTAINS | 95 0y
THE FOLLOWING PARTICULARS IN THE ORDER NAMED. £5
Prefix  Letters and Number of Message, —Office  of Origin, RECD. AT NEW DELHI AT:- /0 S |
Number of Words, Date, Time fi Ica' and Oﬁml lmrmm»-—:j any. =y =
) 4%
_ f 2 hzéq c&%‘v
. \ ! ‘,{
h / £k o |
X LB
_/ g \ - 2
g N 60

f oy f

o T HONGKONSSUB 15 10 1255 -
e\ FOREIGN NEWDELHI =

UE DELAYED ARRIVING ELEVENTH NIGHT SAHE

TIME ARRANGE CUSTONS FACILITIES =

DANLE &/
E and
-
-]
INWARD INITIALS ' TIME e

CCT RECD
ABR |
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El

Ministry of External Affairs., Soure

I sent a note yesterday to Mr ,Rajaram Rao,
Joint Secretary, Ministry of Finance (R.D.), asking
whether the I,N.,A., Treasure, which Mr,Damle is

. bringing with him, could be exempted from customs

examination and duty. This morning, Mr.A.K.HukherJee,
Deputy Secretary, Ministry of Finance (C,B.R), told
me over the telephone that they could arrange

for exemption from examination at the airport
provided we signed a Bill of Entry. He added that
this Ministry would later be asked to pay the

e
customs duty. A telegram just received from Tokyo

' shows that Mr.Damle will not arrive this evening

but tomorrow, at 5 P.M., by Pan American Airways
Fiight 3, I have handed over the telegrams

to JS(AD) who has agreed to take necessary action

in the matter.
- =
ﬁﬁ

10-11-52
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' . CCB No, 8363/
s prsERE !
: COPY NO,
From,,..Indembassy, Tokyo.
TOssseesForéign, New Delhi,

DTO,NOV, 101000,
DTR.NOV, 100900,

al, /‘P’f ; :
/.“l MOST TMMEDIATE

" No,137-G, TOE=SECHET., Continuation of our
telcgram No,136=G of 8th Novcember DAMLE arriving Delhi

Pan American Airways Flight 3 Tuesday 0005 hours.

dobon

PRIME MINIS'I‘ERM)! DY MINISTER: FS(2): CS(2): DS FEAWT:

CABINET SECRETARY, o

Superintendent CCB,

e e

lob ‘f’;L‘




N
E. A (15)

8/11/52,

Pt

- OB No, 8343
{ ¢ Copy No, 9

Froms.s... Indembassy, Tokyo.
TOeseeeess Forcigny New Delhi.

D.T.0. NOV. 081515
D.T.R., NOV. 081630
MOST IMMEDI . b

' qﬁl,
No.136-G. TOP_SECRE g 30

P
Contimiation my TOP SECRET telegram No,134-G of
today's date. If necessary pleasc insurc stuff worth
R8480,000 repeat 90,000 carried in steel attache case
weighing approximately 35 repceat 35 lbs as insurance
NOT possible this cnd,

..l_.'..l

' PRIME MINISTER (4): DY MINISTER: FS(2): CS(2):

DSFEAWT & CAB SECY.

PN Javee.,

——

99 —#

——————  Suporintendont C.C.Bs
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MOST IATE
I0P SKCRET -
F h\
"’

ES
it

30.159-11.3.(011.){'52. i b
CENTRAL BOARD OF REVENUE. A
New Delhi, the 10th Novamber,1952. =t

My dear Mehta,
A steel attache case containing gold ornaments and dust and

broken pieces is being brought by Mr.Damle, Joint Secretary in the
Ministry of Food and Agriculture from Tokyo. He is travelling by
Pan American #ifways flight 3, having left Tokye on the 9th and
reaching Delhi on the evening of the 10th November,1952, The
steel attache case in question and the contents thereof may be
released without Customs examination under the Note & Pass procedure.
It is understood from the Minisfry of External Affairs that they '

‘have with them a detailed list of the articles in question giving

the weights and value of wach item thereof. This could form the
basis for the assessment thereof when duty is adjusted afterwards.
The articles in question may be released without production

of an import permit from the Reserve Bank of India.

Yours sincerely,

/

(A.K.Mukarji)

Shri N,L Mehta,
Collector of Central Excise,

New Delhi.




: . CCB No, 8342

(sY
: Copy No, § (= 1
ﬂ;\ EQK:' OOT.P.

‘ IELEGRAM o\ gep=sECRET

.Ffom..-..- Indembassy, TOKYO.
By wesiie Foreign, Now Delhid'

q

. - D.T,0. NOV. 081230
: \ _ . D.T.R. NOV. 021530

: MOST I IAT S
S T %’
¥ by chy /- ~ No.134-G, /
| .

i From RAUF, Your Top Sccret teolcgram No.27621 30th
. October, DAMLE bringing stuff and copy of list by Pan

Amorican Alrways flight 3 leaving 9th reachirg Delhi 10th

ocvening, Kindly instruct Customs authorities for Customs
axemption,

(AR RN NER R

o
PRIME MINISTER(4): DY MINISTER: FS(2): CS(2): DSFEAWT:
e CAB SECY. |
E.A. (15)

_8/w/se b 23

aYiig 9 —b ?/Vf@//e{&uu

Superintendent C.C.B.
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¥ &~ )
1\& . fi;iwﬁf \ rj- ’)

N/ CCB Noe. 5854
: Copy No.q
0.T,P

TLEGRY  IREEENT

From....«. Foreign, New Delhi
TOsssvanse .Indomba.ssy, Tokyo

 DIO 0CT 01530
monEE N

No, 27621. IOP SECRET. r RAUF

Your Top Sceret telegram 131-G of
October 27th, Pleasc send authenticated list along
with the stuff through DAMLE,

kol ook ol ok

PRIME MINISTER (4)s DY MIN: FS (2): CS (2): DSFEAWT:

CAB SECY:
kﬁﬁ'}Qﬂ&“umuaov“)
Superintendent CCB
DR.(13)
301300



B ¥io CCB,No, 7998 — q

COPY NOw.osves )

O,ToPs - ; : !

[ _‘_-/“*-...

‘- - Telegram : I&g;ﬁﬁﬁééilﬂfr* ; : 03
& From: - Indembassy, Tokyo, . el ‘ \

To:« Foreign, New Delhi,
ity . DTO OCT, 271500
DITR OCT. 271630.

:“-\E seese - . ,??/_ pr _ ria

N NO4131~Gs Ebp"ﬂe'creﬁ;/gA(F to LEILAMANE NAIDU.
: - Reference* your Top ‘Becret* D/O F.25(6)/NG0-52 16th October,

» U0 - Proposc sonding sthe. stuff in our custody with DAMLE =~
Joint Seeretary Agriculture Ministry who is returning to
* By ch, India on 7th Novembers Reference to Japanese Government NOT

considered necessary and may involve dclay, Japancse
Government have so far evineced NO interest in the mattor.

are
i PRIME MINISTER(4): DY.MIN: FS(2): C&(2): DSFEAWT: AND '
&8 CAB, SECY,

-;“'r. "\_ i1 S i .
Y SURI( 15) &%l[ 5L,,,__, uperintondgnt CCB,

27,\52"$$u.x Mﬁ W '?\\/

e ﬁl"*'.'

e . ™ %,




Charred

Charred

" Charred

madals,

Charred

Charred

Charred

Charred

Charred

Charred

Charred

Charred

Charred

Charred

Charred ear pendants B0 rrams

TG, T
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I,N.A, TREA SJRE

B

LIS OF GOLD ITEMS TAKEN OVER FROM
MR. RAM MURTY, ON 24TH SEPTEMBER 1951,
BY THE EMBASS OF INDIA, TOKYO,

BUIDLE I

Package 1

rings and pendants 400 grams

Package 2
and broken bangles, piﬁs, buckles, etc, 2 kilograms, 560 grams

Package 3

and broken bangles, pendants, snuff box,
coins and rings 325 grams,

Package 4

necklace pieces, medals and rings 325 grams,

Package 5

ear=-rings, nose=rings, rings, mostly with stones 700 grams,
Package 6
and broken bangles and anklets 1 kilogramy 700 grams.

Package 7

and broken rings, noserings and pendants 825 grams,

Package 8

rings and nose=rings 425 grams,

Package 9

necklace, bangles, brooches and nose=-rings 320 grams.

Package 10

ear-rings with stones and rings 425 grams,

Packape 11 .

rings 105 grams,

Packare 12

rings and chain 200 grams, .

Package 13
rings and buttons 60 grams

Package 14
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BUNDLE IT
i Charred gold mixed with molten metal, iron etc, 3.500
- BUNDLE ITT
Metal, mostly base and dust 1.600 ;
ES AYER's LOT
(1) 9 pieces of gold : 300 grams
# (2) ¥ 20,000/~
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My dear Rauf, ue-
Will ﬁa:;oufw:aodt? re S
re Chetturts d,o, 1
mr.zet dated the 20th October 1951,
thantthil#'
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Prime Minister's SEcre TARIAT

i . New DeLnr r
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e DAEARE Ll o 4th October, 1952,
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i O / > 4%

i o Rathit | ﬂ:$7‘/‘ Vﬁ

Certain items of INA treasure consisting of gold

y

and other valuables were taken over by the Indian Liaison
Mission, Tokyo, some time ago and were in deposit with them.
Prime Minister would like to know what is the position about

L thls treasure and what are 1ts content.s. He would also like

P

to know whether these articles themselves or whether 'I:.he:l.r 25
";:u___‘ 'ééﬁi;alent in money can now be brought over to India. Some
time ago, there was some difficulty about transferring the

treasure from Japan to India. I shall be obliged if a note

on this subject is sent to me, at an early date, for the l

Prime Minister's information. ;|

Yours sincerely,

5\
£ _‘__-_:; M /‘a—Q-—'-
a ' ( B.N. Kaul )
e Shri R.K. Nehru, I.C.S.,

Foreign Secretary,
Ministry of External Affairs,
New Delhi.
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QUESTION FOR Tﬂmmmmm N
HOUSE UF THE PEOPLE, '

u...,"
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o

z::-

StarpegiDikiEred D. No. D277,

Notice was received on the . 16-7"52l
- Notice of admission to be sent out o the 25'7"’52-
w1 Ministry to which the day has been allotted PRIME MINISTER'S SECIT, 9t
The rg:eﬁ:nm\;élén:f ::n;itted be put dewn . 2'9.7-52‘

[ Ao Froellnsd
o [)r%ab M:.T e it

26.75%

SHRI R.8,TIWARI 3  Will the Prime Minister be pleased
SHRT SNATAK : - '

— %0 -tm 3.

' »\[(s)  whether it has been fully verified that Shri Subhas Chandra
bose is dead; and | |
(b) - 4f mo, why Gove-nuent have not expressed their sympathy

o 5 ur'wdtohhhzmuuotkﬁsbdns‘amuwdwrkoﬂ'
. ' ¢ '!.E 5,,,,1. ﬁl) P/&'—Wn SA)\_,-vwg'k jv‘ﬂ ""'wzu"‘ ’
/)M,stff M” M/

A,ﬁw{ﬁj

oy Smﬁ L—p -
- [ et '
LN T Pz ﬂ”‘l/ﬁxm(‘lm
18)7/52-
.

B X i ;
P T Leedt yf . D Elys™ 9 1577852
. Ml'uis' [ Uf Erternal ]g..llf-l

5 ' L= '
B s 30T F fRvine H (8. 7.52

GIPD—DME—8.— 463 PE8.5.51—80,008.

‘OLB'. | Origianl notice received in mndi._ ;







PRIME MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT, BNBIA® (- &

" Nogpe. A7(157)-52/PNS. {
¥ New Delhi, the....L06h, June 1952.

B

~ The undermentioned paper is for-
« warded to the Ministry of External
- Affairs ( N.G.0. Branch), for necessary

action. i

4
__A/ﬂma/za’z)—’// |
ssistant Private Secretary. |

i LR _E B R T N L ¥ J - Ay SR O Tan & MR S T A A E. e BTN

4 Letter dated 11-6-1952 from Shri S.A.

(2, Kyer, Bombay.
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ngéggihﬂT PORT-OF-SPAIN

TleDAD!,-:@

Dc O.No. 30""0 0M/52 = L\
4th March, 1952.

Dear Mr. Sathe, - ¢

- A
Will you please refer to
-3 your D.0.No. 25/4/NGO, dated the
1st February, 1952, in connection
with my note on the late Netajl
— Subash Chandra Bose? Please note

alrl that the report in question has

" already been sent to Shri Dutt from
whom the first request came., I
have already received an acknowledg-
ment of the same from Shri Dutt,
vide his D.O. No. 107/52-S, dated
the 30th Ja.nua.r'y, 1952,

ﬂy 1A ‘&burs sincerely,

Shri R.D. Sathe, I.F.S.,
Ministry of E.A.,j
New Delhi.

y



.

| Far East

|tact man During ‘Wo
Chandra Boses Indian Inde- Tied his'm;

N{PPoN TimES, ;
Sunz:bq Juee 10, 198t

ary lieutenants to the Indian in-
dependence ~ martyr,  Subhas

:/Chandra Bose, has revived the
mystery of the 1945 disappear-| mained in Japan.

ance of $700,000 in gold and

!|jewels belonging to the ill-fated
| Indian National Army.

S. A. Ayer, Director of Public-

!ity for the Government of Bom-
| bay, is vacationing at the home
of M. R. Murti, president of the; |
Tradlng Company! 1

here.
Mr. Ayer was du‘ecbor of the

;Informaﬁon Office of Chandra

Bose’s shortlived Independent
Indians  Government

World War II. Mr. Murti was
the Japanese. Go

pendence Léague, |

hMystery of Bose‘s Treasure |
Revwed With Ayer’s Arrwal |

' By WILLIAM CHAPMAN
{ UP Staff Correspondmt

and Mr. Murti si.nce‘;&ug'ut qf

A meeting of two revolution-

Their meeting in Tokyo this|to h
week was the first for Mr, .!:ym .

jhe traveled - through Thailand,}
‘Burma and &‘galayg a.ddrnsam :

tr sup;
Lers, When he called for finan-

1945. Mr. Ayer returned to In-
dia shortly after the Japanese
surrender, while Mr. Murti re-
1

Members of the Indian com-|
munity in Japan said both were |

pearance of the sizable war

chest of the Japanese-suppwt:ﬂd
‘Indian National Army,

ports, declined to comment,
Chandra Bose, one of | _'..‘ghree_
great leade;rg in the

principal figures in the disap-|

In the last days of the war

ral)ies of In 34
cial aid, his audience often strins

ed off golden knicknacks and
? elry to contribute, =~ k,.

e e e

. Tn August of 1045 Chandra
Boae!omug:i his war fund aboard
two planes az'}d\ took off from

depen?en’b governmenf(_ % N

i
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CHIEF MINISTER

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Calcutta.
fo v, Z2- cm The 10th March,1952.
|11

o
(6
5 My dear ;««Jv&ﬂ'\ ik '

s
Kindly refer to your letter regarding the

ashes of Subhas Bose.

I referred the matter to Sri Asoke Nath
Bose, the eldest son of late Sarat Chandra Bose. He
evidently consulted his people and telephoned to me
yesterday to say that at the present moment they do not
< o desire to move in the matter, and they also wish that
the matter be not pursued at the present moment. So
I think there 1s nothing else to be done for the

moment .

& Hon'ble Shri Jawasharlal Nehru,
Prime Minister,

New Delhi. o
M?A
N.q2.
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: March 5, 1952, o

: No - STG ~ NG-D/S."J-—— @

5P
My dear Dr Roy, 57
: Will you kindly refer to H.P.H.'s
=
- D.0. letter to you of March the lst about

Ayer's report on Shri Subhas Bose's death?
== *  As desired by H.P.M., I enclose a copy of
& . - the res%aa'af the report uﬁicﬁ was placed
on the table of the House on March the
5th, when H.P.M, gave an oral answer to a

question in Parliament,

Yours sinecerely,

2 o
| | )
ffffzi// (R. K. Nehru). o

Encl:

The Hon'ble

Dr, B. C. Roy,
g Chief Minister of West Bengal,
: Caleutta.
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Campt Chittaranjan,
Marech 1, 1952,

My dear Bidhan,

I spoke to you about Subhas Bose's ashes in
Tokyo.

One A was Publieity Adviser to Subhas Bose
in Mal dur the IRA period, He was with him $11
Subhas for Japan, n the course of this jourmney,
it has been alleged that Subhas died owing to an air.

Ayer went to J in May last to make further
inguiries about this matter, He has presented us with
& full report containing the evidence of Indiens and
Japanese, some of thom eye-witnesses of the erash, e
comes to the firm eonclusion that there is not a shadow
of a doubt that Subhas Bese died in Formosa in an aireraft
accident and that his ashes were taken to Tokyo and are -
now kept in a temple theres

In answer to a question la Parliament I sm going
to place Ayer's report on the table of the House, I
have no reason to doubt the correctness of this report
and I think I must accept the final conclusion also,

The question arises as to what we are to do witl

the uwrn containing the ashes whigh is at present kept in
se temple, We have ascked our representative in
Tokyo to take formal charge of this, but to leave 1t in
the temple until further directions are givem, I should
like you to get in touch with Subhas Bose's [ and
out from them what they would wish done in
: oen take counsel together and deeide,

then

;" ) 'M_WA""‘“‘“/&/W:
¥ / ; .

84/~ Jawaharlal Nehru.

& b
The Hon'ble el /
Ohtef Nintsber of West Bengal,
Camps Chitteranjans
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Parliament ef India. Qu ‘ons & Answers.

(6-3-52)
. Uncerrected - net fer publicatien.
Questien 334. .ﬁﬁ}“}

—

Shri NMamath: In view ef the fact that the House is deeply
interested in this matter, may I request the Prime Minister
te read net the whele ef the resume but at least Habib's
versien en page 2 and 3?

Mr.Speaker: I de net see why the time eof the questien heur
sheuld be taken by such readimg. The resume is already
there and nen-Members may refer te it.

Mr.Kamath: Se that separate questiens may be put and
answered.

Mr .Speaker: He has get a cepy ef the statement.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: May I, Sir, read the last twe lines?
The repert is a detailed versien eof the enquiry. It alse
centains a certain versien given by Japanese efficers whe met
him. (Mr.Ayer). These are details but the final cenclusien
I weuld read frem the repert.

"In cenclusien I weuld pepeat that I have net the faintest ~
deubt in my mind that the ashes &hat are enshrined in the
Renke ji temple in Tekye are Netaji's."

Mr .Kamath: Did Mr.Ayer in May last visit ehly Tekye er alse
Taiheku, Saigen and ether places?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: I have te speak frem memery. I
de net think that“went te Taiwam er Rermesa. I cannet say
abeut amy ether places either,

o 8r.Kamath: The repert with me says that at Taiheku after
'....CI...

Mr.Speaker: I de net see the utility ef putting these
questiens. The repert is by an efficer and it is befere the
Heuse and all that the hen.Prime Minister is deing is te cenvey
the repert te the House. Hew can he answer questiens abeut
the accuracy er etherwise ef the repert?

Mr.Kamath: Is 1t net a fact that en several eccasiens Im
in this Heuse the fermer Heme Minister, Sardar Patel and later
Dr.Keskar stated that they had ne irrefutable evidence er
preéf ef the death ef Netaji Subhas Chandra Bese and if se,
may I knew whether this is taken as the last werd en the subject

i Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: This is the fullest and latest
‘acceunt that we have had. Whether 1t is the last werd er seme
‘further infermatien may ceme later I cannet say but 1t dees
'seem new that it is a fairly cenvincing acceunt.

Mr.Kamath: New that Gevernment is satisfied that Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bese is definitely ne mere, is there any prepesal
) befere Goevernment te erect a suitable memerial te him in the
§> Red Fert?
\

| Mr.Speaker: I am afraid I must disallew the questien.
| It 1s a suggestien fer actien. Next questien.
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D.O.No. ,°7 /52.8 .r

M January 30, 1952,

¥

Dear Mr, Sahay, «d
Thank you for your demi-official letter No,
13-COM/52 of the 17th January,  Your note on Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bpse's activities during the last few
months of his 1ife is very interesting, and we are
kagping it on record. Incldentally, you may be
interested to hear that K.A., Ayer has recently published
a book on Netaji., When I saw the book in manuscript,
my impression was that the material could have been
arranged in a more effective marmer and that there was
considerable room for improvement of the language and
style. I have not Seedknny reviews of this new book.
It i1s a matter of great pity thét Netaji Bose's life
has not yet received adequate treat@ment at the hands
of our writers and historians, I have no doubt, =)
however, that the future historiang will give him thofKJJ’
rightful place in the naticnal str;ggle for independence,

Yours sincerely,

s bl 1w

Shri AN,

commissloner fbr the Govt,
of India in B,W, Indies,
Por t-Of-u pain,

Trinidad,
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" Iygaex Ser:
1. Date of dcspatch No. 25/4/NG0 " Dated /s&s ;8‘: /757'
Dear Mr. Saha
2. List of enclosures “8
will you pleage refer to Mr. Dutt's
o~ \ 7
G D.0. No.'?58/51—3 dated the 1st November, 1951
and b{iss Leilamani Naidu's reminder No,
gt 25/4/NGO dated the 21st December, 1951, about
o o
| “the late Subash Chandra Bose?
<~ We shall be grateful for a very early
reply. '
Yours sincerely,
Jﬁ L ! g(
k. (R.D.8athe)
shri A. M. Sahay,
9' Commissioner for the Govt. of India,
W Port-of-Spain, :
°\¢;9 \ * TRINIDAD, B.W.I.
L 1 A\
= ”/
& \ N
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i
-
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1. Date of despatch,

2. List of enclosures.

DEBARAENE oh e,

_ File No.
Seri j
Letter SECRET
Draft Homeradon
Belegram

No. 25/1,/NGO Dated 2.1 ~1257

Dear lir, Sahay,

JE:::E;:/ ‘ Will you please refer to
11 g
Q)‘ Mr. - Dutt's D.C, letter No. 758/51-8

dated the 1st November, 1951 about
the late ©Subash Chandra Bose?

We shall be grateful for an

early reply.

(LeilamaniNaidu )}

Shri A. M, Sghay,

Commissioner for the Govt. of India,
Port-of-vpain,

TRINIDAD, B.W.I,
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) Cnn iderubl“ quantiulﬂs ufiegnld and trensuvas _
ziven. to' the late Shri Subhag Chandra Bose by Indianefs
_aﬁrﬁust 28 a ﬁarﬁ'mf thedr ‘war effort.:  Shrt: e

,' [ thess Thressuess® ulth
=ﬁiﬂ n,his'ill-fated fligh- frﬂm Saigon to T kyﬁ- the i
'ramalnlng*_ﬁreasur"s" wora left: in Sai on. : J_y-

s *'_'ardlng to nboto-Soatzc conies o" documen«s
tha_fn]lcuin ptreasuPes are renprtsd to %ave,.
raaﬂhed akyo. W : -
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S il INDIAN LIAISON MISSION,

TOKYO
20th October, 1951.

i

My dear Dutt, =9
o
Please refer to my Top Secret telegram No,74-GS
dated the 25th September intimating to you that whatever
INA properties Rem Murty handed over to us were in our
possession.

2. As arranged with Ram Murthy, Trivedi accompanied
by the Office Registrar went to the former's house on the
2{th September, and took possession of the various
packages after opening and weighing them with our own
scale in the presence of Ram lurty and his wife. These

’ gackages were in three cloth bundles. In addition
here was a paper package containing gold pieces and
and ¥ 20,000 in cash handed over by ger to Ram Murty.
A copy of the detailed list with weights shown against
(2" each package is enclosed.
5 7

3. ~Trivedi also signed a receipt on the photostat
CO%IGS of Habibur Rehman's and Iyer's letters to lurty
dated the 15th November, 1945, copies of which I had
sent to Ch ravart¥ with m{ Top Secret D.0. letter

9 A _No-F.5(25)/51 of 6th June 1951.

L. If you compare the lists with the information
given in the photostat copies, you will find that there
was no wooden box and that the "treasure" was apparently

. divided into a larger number of paper packages and '
cloth bundles. Despite the absence of the wooden box,
however, the weight is more than that shown in
Habib-ur-Rehman's letter, which also does not mention
another bundle mostlg containing dust and some base metal.
Ram Murty told Trivedi that the "treasure" was opened
and,wei% ed once again when Iyer came here last. Iyer
has jotted down the weights in his handwr1tin§ and these
slips of paper are with the bundles. Murty also stated
that the third bundle was not mentioned in Habib-ur-Rehmen's
letter as it was practically worthless.

! 5. Two other peints worth noting in this connection
'are that the twenty thousand Yen handed over by Ram lurty
Lare in gn;:%nt notes of ¥ 1,000 each, and not in notes which
' were current in 1945 nor in their equivalent in actual
| value on account of changes in Yen currency values.

Secondly, the gold lumps given by Iyer, which are

obvious X pieces from melted ornaments are bright and
complete K untarnished. You will no doubt consult

experts whether gold will remain entirely untarnished

after nearly six years.

6. Incidentally, when Trivedi first called Ram Murty
in Agﬁust 1951 after the receipt of.¥our instructions
to take over the "treasure", he admitted that the
treasure was in his possession but that he had been
denying its existence so far "in view of the risks _
involved in admitting it", meanlnﬁ robbery or appropriation
by the Occupation or Japanese authorities. As a matter of
fact Murty has allﬁn%pn denied the existence of the
"$reasure" and even (hakravarty questioned him when he
was the Head of the Mission (and even though there is no
specific noting on our file, it would appear that Kema Rao
or Bahadur Singh must also have questioned him.

continued..p.2.. ...
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7. I may add that we have since been able to secure
on a_personal and private basis a confidential report from
the Japanese Foreign Ministry on the qustion of
Netaji's "treasure". It appears that Netaji had with
him 1n Saigon substantial quantities of goid ornaments
and precious stones, but that he was allowed to carry only
two suitcases on the ill-fated flight. These two
suitcases must have carried very much more than has now
been handed over to us and even if allowances are made for
the loss of part of the "treasure" when the 'plane crashed,
it seems obvious that what was retrieved was substantially
very much more than is now in our possession. What is
still more important is that the bulk of the treasure was
left in Saigon and it is 31§n1f10ant from information
that is available that on the 26th_Jenuary 1945, Neta%i's :
collection weighed more than himself. In this contex |
you will notice that Iyer came to Tokyo subsequently
from Salgon and that his statement at that time was that :
"The gold is intact as I brought it from Saigon. The
cash is balance after changing Piastre into Yen and
meeting my expenses during my stay in Japan since
August 22, 1945". There is a party here who has seen
the boxes in Iyer's room and who was also told by Iyer
of the contents of these two boxes. What hapgene to
these boxes subsequently is a mystery as all that we
have now got from Iyer 1s 300 grams of gold and about :
O Kupees worth of cash. You will, no doubt, draw your ;
own conclusions from all this, but fo me it would appear ”
uncommonly as if Iger, agprehensive of the early :
conclusion of the Peace Treaty, came to Tokyo to divide
the loot and to salve his and Eurty‘s conscience by the
hending over of a small quantity to_ thke Government
in the hope that by doing so he would also succeed in
drawing a red herring across the trail. How far he
has been successful, time will show.

So Du.tt’ ES ., IOC.S. "4‘
ﬁgc;e%ary,f %ﬁgonweilﬁ%nglations, .
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Charred and broken bangles, pins, buckles, ete. 2 kilograms, 566%
Charred and broken bangles, pendants, snuff box, 1%
medals, coins and rings 325 grems.

Charred rings and pendants

¥,

Package i

Charred necklace pieces, medals and rings I - grams; W
Package 5 ﬁ

Charred ear-rings, nose-rings, rings, mostly with stones 700 grams. "i
Package 6 . ;?

Charred and broken bangles and anklets : 1 kilogram, 700 liit
| Package 7 ;
Charred and broken rings, noserings and pendants 825 grams. ;21
Charred rings and nose-rings L25 grams.

Package 9
Charred necklace, bangles, brooches and nose-rings 320 grams. éé
Package 10 ;  £
Charred ear-rings with stones and rings L25 grams. -
Package 11 _ &
Charred rings 105 grems.

Package 12

Charred rings and chain 200 grams.

Charred rings and buttons ' e 50 grams

 Package 14 .

Charred ear pendants

£

[TIPPRPERE, 1 T i‘.ﬁ““‘j‘-

e e

. - _
Charred gold mixed with molten metal, iron ete. 3.500
BUNDLE III ' ’
Metal, mostly base and dust 3 1.600
k ----------—7-. --------------

(1) 9 pieces of gold : 300 grams
(2) ¥ 20,000/
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D.0.No, F. aa(lq) | 4s s
INDIAN LIAISON MISSION =
>1 ) TOKYO
f 1st October 1951.

Fta T

4 ;
My dear Dutt, - ,
- Will you please refer to your D.O.letter No.25/4/NGO
) dated the 24th September 19517
o) 2., I am afraid there is some misunderstanding here. In

= none of my earlier letters did I say that the ashes presumed
hﬁf{}s<k¥d“ lto be those of the late Netaji are at present "in the charge
ﬂé; of Mr. Ramamurti". As a matter of fact, these Bshes are
1> -Tt“‘[ﬁot in the custody of Ramamurti but under the econtrol of the
s 7 priest of the Renkoji Temple, who does not recognise the right
;r—a Avisree of Ramamurti to control’ its disposal. It may interest you to
bocc A know that quite some months ago we had arranged with the
%‘M*b“-. Japanese Foreign Office here that these ashes would be left
> undisturbed and under our control in the temple until further
instructions were received from this Mission. The priest
,/// himself is also fully aware of this decision, which was
£ explained to him in person,

3. You will of course let me know in due course the
decision of the Government of India regarding its final
disposal,

4, The revival of interest in the ashes and Netaji's
treasure raises some misgivings in my mind, a subject which

. I shall refer to in greater detail when I write to you regarding
v the taking over of the treasure from Ramamurti,
- Yours gi%;erely
= S.Dutt, Esq., I.C.S., ik
Secret;ry. cénmonwoaith Relations,
Ministry of External Affairs,
Hig Delhi, . | ¥ _
s BWREA Wy ot W
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o : From : India, Tokyo,
e To : Foreién, Now Dolh.

DO SEPT 251130
: 4 DTR SEPT 251040

~ ' Ha,. ?4&3{0 TOP Ms‘ 2 _ T

#.. by ch, Your 30588, .1
T handed over by RAMAMURE:
Details follow,

Pnéﬁ)s DY MINs SO B!G»(ah SECY GR(2)t SS¢ CAB SECY.
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1. Date of despatch
% 2. List of enclosures \1 &ear A0l 2 ey | ._ i e q/ ; %
Will you nieﬂse refer 't,o/.(}hﬂkra-'- na
: varty's D.0.letter to you, To. Sa/a/N06 of
oA the 18th July, about tbe _"“, hes of the late II"'.‘
- oy : Neta ji Subhas Chandfa Dose 2 - \
As repbr'ted bv you,. the ashes }
: 1 : nresumed 'i:a be tzose ef‘ the late setajl are {J
J@\»\ at nresent i the charge of ‘fr. '{amamurti, |
4 ex-PLesident of the I.I.L., and are enshrlne’-“
. p{ in the Renkaji Temple at Hormmwhi, Sugma
jgsl‘" ku, ‘Tokydy. 'Lmder th% supervision of ’s.he high
ILJ prie_st_. The Prime hinister &esires tha‘a yau
L _,iﬁ:::edi"ate.ly take over charge- of these ashes
" 5 .f‘rom Ramamurtl, without publici.‘{:_y‘,_ leaving. . {
thém.q.nd;sturbed_ in the. temple -‘Liﬂét-i'l fyrther <
" instructions. This transfer of igus-téiglian—
ship will be without prejudice to 'tl;e final
\_________,__,___\ decision, which will be taken later, 2 to CH"‘
%%?' , ' ‘?}1'5 thez&\a%'ta shea Su‘g‘rg%ﬁ\'inwmse of . ; a
w" ; e gga.;' '_ / the late I-I_e--ﬁ'aji _SubhaS'_Chandra..Bdse; : | | ,ﬁj
— S Kind _rega-rds_,-,' : s
. | 5 -qu;s sin_;de_r-e'ls?-_g-_ ;
¢ et LA
e, . ooy pads e
iyl o Chettur, &sq. v ) LIS
' Fead of the Indian f._iaison Iﬁisis.i:éﬁ},'_’ o A
Tokyo. . Sy

5.6 (Large).
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DEPARTMENT/OFFICE; #;7&’— SR ‘}.ﬁ
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‘D0, Lettor ; : File No.
Dralt Memomudum

Telegram Selal No. /o \
TliNGs o
No. 4 S GO Dated 88-0-51. __
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Prostis oo ol Foreign& New Delhi

To.'.....'.. Indiﬂ, Okyo t- : S
: : DTO SEPT 231020
EDT) : ' ' :
No, 30588 IOP SECRET, : ‘

CHETEHIR from DUTT,

o7

Rarerence our correspondence fran 23rd

Junc to 18th July about INA PROPERTIES,  Prime Minister
desires that you should, withiout further delay, take °

over from RAMAMURTI all INA treasure in his possession and '
keep it in the Mission until further instructions, Pleasec’
inform action taken and quantity and nature of troasure.

doRRR KK
PRIME MINISTER (3)¢ DY MINISTER: SG: FS (2): SECY CR (2)s
SS: CAB SECY: |

wauperintendent CCB

23/9/51

e
i
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Ministry of External #ffairs.

>

SUMMARY .

Subject: Netaii Subas Chandra Bose.

Five guesticns were asked in Parliament regarding Netaji

Subas Chandra Bose in 1946, in answer to Mr.Mangal Singh's
on 12 February 1946

question on Netaji's death, the Government/made an authoritative
statement that Netaji succumbed to injuries sustained in a plane
crash at Taihoku airfield on 18 August 1945, Subsequently
however, the Government on 30 Cctober 1946 stated, in reply to
ARother Wasstien by Np. Msngal Singh,’ that they are’ nob i &
position to malle any suthoritative statement on whether Netaji _-i
is dead or alive and_thaﬁ they have not made any.enquiriés_iﬁ;ﬁné %

matter. This apparent contradicticn is presumably due to the

fact that the former reply was given by the foreign controlled _

: _ l
India Government and the latter by Shri Patel after zhezestablish-]
ment of the Interim Government.

?'5

2.  The Hindustan Times published on 12 October 1946 a state- |
ment by the Hon'ble the Prime Minister that thers was not the ¥
slightest justification for the belief that Nataji was alive.
This statement-also referred to Col. Habibur Rahman's letters b
to the H.P.M. wherein he had assured the fact of Netaji's death o;
August 18, 1945. Col. Rahman was himself involved in the~p1ane
crash and he had his bed in the hospital side by side with that
of Netaji.

- A Capt. Yoshimi Taneyoshi, a medical officer of the Iaﬁfmfi !
Imperial Army, has, in a long statement, given the details of

Netaji's death.
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wherein was reported that the ashes of Netaji ﬁére lying

in a temple in Tokyo. The Indian Liaison Mission, Tokyo,
were-asked tocverify this report. THe Missioa e¢arried out
possible investigations and rsported that Mr,Ramarurti had
confinmed that Aiyer and himself received ashes of Netaji
in September 1945 and entrusted them to the custody of -
Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. The first secretary visited

the temple and saw the casket. The Missicn had reported
that further verificaticn was obviocusly impossible. They
have stated fur?her that acecording to undefstanding at time
of deposit of ashes, the temple authoritieshere& prepared

to despatch the ashes'tolIndia provided arrangements are

~made "for ‘recelving the casket with ceremonies and honour

. compatible with the status of Netaji.

./‘E'_ 3
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Le TREASURE: Instructions to take over the gold and
Jewellery from Mr. Murti was sent 3 times .
to Mr, Chettur.. |
*‘ (a) PM's telegram of. June 23rd e JE-T
o (b) Secy.CR's letter, 25th June --P. 1144
(e) Secy.CR's letter, 12th July -=P,10A
(d) Secy.CR's letter, 10uh July --P,21A
".\ *
II. ASHES: (a) Secy.CR's letter of 18th July 218
4@@ | _qt.JFrom verious instructions we ﬁhink iﬁf
desirable not to get mixed up with =
Netaji's Ashes at least for the . i b=
present. The Ashes may remain where
Py : they are.
“;Hi : (b) Secy.CR's note of 15=9-51
l' Qt.} The Prime Minister suggestod our
g writing to lr. Chettur to take

charge of the Ashes from Mr, Murti
but not to remove the Ashes to the
Mission..
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.ﬂkfxdﬁ,f TOKYO E |
AS 4%&7 " 20th July 1951.: ! / |

My dear Chakravarty,

Your top secret D.0, letters No,
."

25/4/NG0 dated the 25th June and 2nd July

1951 have obviously crossed mine No%ﬁ 5(25)/

51 of the 29th June. I shall therefore

-

~await your further instructions before

proceeding in the matter, és the success

of any investigations at this stage appears

-to depend largel§ on the extent of Ayer's _;

cooperation with us,and the ball for the

present is in y%gp ii?rt.
' ours inefrély;
(K.K.Chettur)
B.N.Chakravarty, Esge, I1.C.S.,

- Secretary, Ministry of Esternal Affalrs,

Zak New Delhi.




o D.0CHNo. Z Y /N(:O‘
is}?*:gf Likh Ministry of External Affair{kh_
WA New Delhi,

18th July 1951, Q )

> My dear Chettur, 19 A

/4
1! This is in continuation of my letter No.
F.25/4/NG0, dated the 12th July, 1951, The Prime
Minister came back yesterday and I mentioned the
mgtter te him, From various consideraticns we think
"1t desirable not to get mixed up with Netaji's Ashes
~at least for the oresent, The Ashes may remain where
;they are. You should, however, try to take possession
‘of the gold from namamurti

As regards the holding of an enjuiry the

position 1s as I stated in my letter dated the 12th

% July and the Prime Minister does not want any open
investigations which might prove embarrassing to the

. Mission and te the Government., If any confidential

enquiries are possible without causing any embarrass-
ment to the Mission you will no doubt make such
enquiries, Please let us know when you are able to
take possession of the gold. The question of its
disposal may then be considered,

Yours sincerely,

b
Y L/ 1
e’ ; FB.R Chakbavarts)
=%~ K.K.Chettur,Esq,
- Head of Indian Liaison Mission,
- Iokye.
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My dear Chettur,

India.

ST R
# Sy

D.0.No., /'?2’57[///\/4”'-

Ministry of External Affairs,
Now Delhi,
12t}1 :l"!ily’ 1951.

Iy o

.&’i i " \"’

{ “ J
N’

I enclose a copy of a letter written to Bhat, Chief
Secretary of the Bombay Government, by Ayer on his return to
From your ietters I got the impression that Ayer more

or less avoided meeting you after the 5th June with the result
that you could not communicate the centents of our telegram to

him,
that you did not send him any
That, however, 1s probably to

v The Prime Minister is
! you anything about the ashes,
' to make over the gold to you.

I received your d.o,letter No.F,5(25)/61, dated %ho29th
As 1 had already told you in one of my previous

June 1951 duly.

He seems to suggest that the initiative was with you ahd

message untll the day he left Tokyo.
be expected.

away and L cannot st the moment tell
but meanwhile you may ask Ramamurtl

r,’t-P._
. X N
N

/

letters there was nothing wrong in your interpretation of the

Government's attitude.

That was my own interpretation too.

But'

when I talked the matter over with the Prime Ministar ha definitely

sald that that is not the Government's attitude.
Dayal's letter was issued without the knowledg

Minister.

evinced by Government in this
from pursuing it.

Rpparently Harish
of the Prime

In your letter dated the 1lth Juné& 1951 you stated
that you had heard the most scandalous reports about the Ayer-
Ramaimurti link and that you had no reason whatsoever to doubt
their authenticity, but that in view of the lack of interest

matter in the past you have refra

We thersfore informed you that Government are

greatly interested in recovering all gold and other forms of

*reasure ano suggested that you might pursue the matter.

If as

you now say that it is too late to undertake a treasure hunt we

would certainly not press you
that your "investigations may

to do so, particularly 1if it means
involve a degree of publicity which

might well prove embarrassing not only to the Mission but also to

‘the Government of India".
'should be exposed.
‘enquiries without causing any

suppose we will have to give up the idea altogether,
been able to show your latest letter to the Prime Minister.

I myself feel that the guillty persons
If that cannot be done by confidentlal

embarrassment to the Mission I
I have not
When

he comes back from Bangalore I will mention the case again to him
and obtain his orders as to whether he would like the matter to be -

investigated further. I will

course,

Esq.
Head
$okyo

A
\,,P"q "\ K.K.Che ttur
7K

let you know his decision in due

Yours sincerely,

7{_/ ;{Ll;[ ,

(B.N.Chakravarty)

of Indian iiaison Mission,
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D.0.No.F.5(25)/51¢

INDIAN LIAISON MISSION

FEn, N
TOKYO f:};
29th June 1951. i)

R

'-...‘-.»v'"

My dear Chakravarty,

@ Will you please refer to the Ministry's cable No.
PRIMIN-21557 dated the 23rd (gﬁceived 25th) June 1951, which
has crossed my top secret D.C. of the 22nd?

2 My interpretation -- which I am now told is wrong --
of Government's attitude towgrds this matter was based on the
Ministry's D.0.No.D.9593-FEA/47 dated the 29/30th December 1947,
to which Incidentally I invited your attention when I reopened
the case in my D.0, of the 21st May 1951 regarding SCAP clearance
for Ayer's contempnlated visit to this country. To the Mission's
request as early as in December 1947 for instructions of
Government on the guestion of the alleged misappropriation of
the Netaji collections by Ramamurti, the Ministry's reply was:
"In any event, the Govt. of India can hardly claim the assets
of the Indian Independence League as its own and this is there-
fore a matter in which we cannot vroceed officially. It is for
the accusers of Ramamurtl themselves to take such action as
they are able".

3. It seems to me too late now to undertake a treasure-

l'f_t“ak,u;nt on the scale envisaged by you -- for one thing, all the

treasure, if it existed, save the two boxes now promised by
Ayer, which are I understand in Ramamurti's possession now, must

' have long ago been converted into hard cash, commodities and

landed vproperty. The oroceeds must also have been distributed

! between the parties concerned, and as I observed before, this:

- would appear in some measure to be borne out by Ramamurti's
comparative affluence in 1946, Capt. Thairatatte's farming

| venture in Sendai and Col. Figgess' blossoming out into an
Oriental curio expert and a collector of objet d'art. There
are others also vhose name s have been mentioned, though the
nature of their participation in this affair still remains to
be revealed. The fact however that Ayer refused to see his old

| Indian Independence League friemds, other than Ramamurti, during

his recent visit to Tokyo and that he slipped out of Tokyo
without calling upon me would apvear to show a degree of =
complicity in the whole affair well worth examining. This e
I shall do if you agree, though I would also add that the scent
is now stone-cold and that many red herrings have been drawn
across the trail. You are also aware of the agitation amongst
the local Indian community here and that I have had quite a
number of promises from many Indians, who have been here since
the war, of signed statements setting forth their knowledge of
what transpired during this period. It is also probably within

s your knowledece that certain Japanese informants, who were willing,

A

to offer the Mission conerete and conclusive evidence in 1948
with regard to the disapnearance of the Netaji collections,
were prevented from doing so by interested narties.

4, T am perfectly clear however that any enquiry now
will stir up a lot of mud which I would rather avoid, since
the nrincipal collaborators are well beyond reach and all that
the enquiry would do would be to secure for us a measure of
publicity which I for one would most definitely like to avold.
And it seems to me that Government also cannot avoid some
measure of responsibility for evading the issue in 1947 -~
indeed the féeling here among local Indians was and is that
the Government of India displayed an apathy and indifference
to the manner of Subhas Chandra Bose's death and the disposal

g llecti hich th ho.
O 100 kyor Ls no douby. paily aware of"abf hEE'S-HREIE
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is borne out by his clever observation to me that Government
would be well advised to let sleeping dogs lie as election time
was coming on and that it would hardly do to stir up the whole
guestion of Netaji's death, the manner of his death and the
disposal of his collections, whiech would annear to indicate,

at any rate on his vart, 2 very keen interest in letting this
matter fade into oblivion.

e &. A1l that We can salvage out of this business therefore
would appear to be the two boxes, and as Ayer is now in India
I suggest that he be asked to arrange for their being handed
over to the Mission. It is interesting, as you observe, that
both Ramamurti and Ayver should now admit the emistence of this
g0ld when they had originally denied all knowledge of any gold
or jewellery -- and particularly when the photostat conies
revealed their existence as far back as 1945,

2 6. I may be doing Ayer an iniustiece, but I am not sure that

he is not a party to the misapproovriation. Allegations have

also been made here of his misappropriation of the devosits in

the Azad Hind Bank in Rangoon, of which he was I understand the

Managing Director. It is also stated by an Indian resident here

that when he ealled upon Ayer soon after his arrival in Japan

in 1945, his attention was drawn by Ayer himself to two big

suiteases containing the personal effects of the late Subhas

Chandra Bose, though what transpired later to these boxes has

not been revealed. We should I think in this conneection have

on record an affidavit from Ayer with regard to his knowledge

of these matters and I trust that the necessary steps to this

end will be taken by you.

[,

w* P et Y R e e il A

7« It would be also interesting in this connection 1 an
affidavit could be secured from Col. Rahman, who is now in
Pakistan, so that the two individuals who are known to have izl
seen and/or handled the Netaji collections last may be on record,
as it may throw considerable light on the amounts that were
saved from the wreck. My own feeling is that Ayer's recent
visit to Japan was not for a holiday but for the final disposi=-
tion of the property, as a peace treaty was due very shortly :
and it was likely that the Japanese Government themselves might |
set afoot some enquiry as to the disposition of the treasure, '
as their good name also has been involved in this matter.

A e P e

|
@ 8. You may be interested to know in this eonnection that - |
. | the Murti brothers are reported to be seriously eontemnlating r
" quittine Javan and settling down either in the U.XK. or in the
U.S.A. -~ probably the former and that Col, Figgess, ﬁssistant
Military Adviser to the British Embassy here has promised them
every assistance if they provose to go to the U.,K, It is not ‘;[
‘also without interest to mention that these ill-gotten gains
have brought 1ittle hapniness to the Murti amily, save perhaps
their Japanese wives in whose names I gatheg “their property in |
Japan has been registered. The elder Murti (Ramamvrti), though
He owns a fine shop on the Ginza, pe: ally wears a most T,
_ "~ harassed look., His asthmatic complaint, in spite of all the s
= latest drugs that modern medicine can supply and his money -
-  can buy, have brought him little or no relief. What is even
more tragic is that his younger brother (Jayamur%i}, who s;1 s
from tuberculosis, has I understaﬁﬁnhad three of
removbﬁ ana has become practie%- r & permanent inv;

T = N e ] [~ =i

';Ghﬁkravarty, Bogss: T50.840, 5 ;
g vﬁgmmonwealth Relations,
try 'fi_ ernal Affairs, ﬁﬁ_hﬁelhi
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Ministry of External Affairs,
New Dellii
9th July, 1951,

My dear Bhat,

Thank you very much for your
.Becrat d.c.letter No,CE ‘387, dated the
7th July,1931 enclozing Ayer's letter
of 2nd July. I prepese %o show the
letter tc the Prime Minister cn his
return from Bangalorelfon fu;fthor

ac tim’

Yours sincerely,

I &<

(B.N.Chakravarty)

M.D.,Bhat,Esq., I.C.5,,
Chief Secratary,
Government of Bombay,

BOMBAX.

"’9 o
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. D.0s Noe C3IRST ™~

Political & Services Department,
Secretariat, Bombay.

Tth July 1951, fO%

3

et

My dear Chakravarty;

-Please_refer to your demi-official
letter No.25/L4/NGO, dated the 4th July
1951. )

I am sorry that through oversight
on the part of the dispatcher Shri S.A.
Ayer's letter was not enclosed with my
letter of 2nd July 1951.

I am now enclosing it herewith,

Yours sincerely,

Mm-

(M. D. Bhat)

Shri B,N., Chakravarty, ICS3, ‘
-Secretary to the Govt. of India,
Ministry of External Affairs,
New Delhi,

e

/
N
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" Se Ae Ayer,;— @
20, Nagin Mahal, | )

Churchgate, BOMBAY
= 30.6,51

o B e
Dear Shri Bhaty
’ With reference to your D.). No. C.S./229 of
M11th May 1951, I arrived in Tokyo on 2hth May and after
a stay of 18 days there, returned to Bombay on 13th
June. The next day I called on you at the Secretariat and

7+ gave you a brief oral report.

>

*r
S S

.+ During my brief stay in Tokyo, I called at the
Indian Liakson Mission and met His Emmellency K.K.Chettur,
Chief of ;he Mission, op three days, namely, May 29, May 3¢
and June 5,

In the course of the second interview I handed
“to Bhri Chettur photostat coples of two documents one
of which contained authentic information on what hap=
<pened to the jewellery which Netaji was carrying with
%ﬂSm his fatal plane dash from Saigon on August 17,

As for Netaji's sacred ashed, I told Shri
®hettur that they were still enshrined in the temple
where I had left them in 1945.

In view of the fact that Shri M. Rama Murti,
ex-President, Indian Independence league, Japan, had

~been locking after the security of the mislmsmsss ashes as

well as the gold for the last six years, I requested
Shri Chettur to ask for cabled instructions from the
mmmaxtxternal Affairs Ministry to relieve Shri Marti
of this onerous responsibility which should no longer
be allowed to remain a burden on mﬁ.m‘be individual,
Shri Chettur agreed to contact De immediately,

en I called on him six days later 1}:{
JuneS, he At he el airmiiiad S ettar e
spon after I saw him on May 30, and had not yet had a
reply. In my presence, he dictated a cable to Delhi
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Qald.ng for an urgent reply to his letter, He promised
to let me know the moment he heard from Delhi., I

- *did not receive any message from him until the day
I left Tokyo, namely, the 1lth of June,

-~ That, in jm brief, is the position as far as
I am aware at théf mament. I do not know if Shri
Chettur has since heard from Delhi. Ifnothing has
yet been done in the matter, I would even now urge
Delhi to instruct Shri Chettur to take over the
o responsibility for the safety of the ashes and the
gold,

5 SN I need hardly add that I have sufficient proofs
to convince any unbiassed person that the ashes are
Netaji's. But, in view of the unfortunate attitude
still adopted by Netaji's nephews, Shri Amiya Bose and
and Arvind Bose, the ashes cannot be brought to India
yet; nor would it be prudent to make any announcement

¥for the time being, either,

As for the gold, it might be worth our while
to wait till the signing of the Japanese Peace Treaty,
which event is expected to take place in September next.
Then it might be easier to do something with the gold
in Japan itself or to bring it to India. For obvious
reasons, we can hardly do anything in this connection
as long as the American occupation lasts.

e Al]l these facts are very well known to Shri
s Chettur who, I presume, has already communicated them
to Delhi.

-~ As I informed you on May 1, I left my post as
Director of Publicity, Government of Bombay, that day
and took over my new new duties as Regional Officer,
Bombay, with the Cehtral Board of FifimCensors, Minise
-try of Information and Broadecast Govermnment of
L 4 India, the next day, that is, June I have been
.rather busy this last fortnight getti.ng into my stride
in the new place; hence the delay in writing this
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quest you to be good enough to
comunicate contents of this letter to the
proper quarters in Delhi at your earliest conveni=-
A -ence? They my contact me direct, if they wish toe

With best regards,

5 -
s Yours Since 2
\f\CE v,
i (SeA.Ayer)
-~
ﬂlri M. D, Bhat )
Chief Secretary to the
Goverment of Bombay,
Secretaﬂa‘b,
A BOMBAY .
e
—
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'“D’m’ Q "
4th July, 1951.

My deai.' Bhat,

I have just received your
d.o.!lo.cs/m, dated the 2nd July
1951, but the letter from Mr.S.A.
Ayer, stated to have been enclosed,
was not to be found alongwith it.
Perbaps it was not enclosed due to

o~ an oversizht on the part of the
| ‘ despatcher. Please ascertain and
let me know. ;
. Yours sincerely,

o

= ' {BJ urtyl

' : nonmt .r. I.@J.,
) - Chief to Govt.of Bombay,
/ Political & Services Dept.,
| . Secretariat,
Boubay .

LA
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- D.0.No. s {F¥% 4

i Political and Services | ,D

Department,Secretariat,
Bombay, 2nd July 1951,

My dear Chakravarty,

With reference to the
talk which we had on the telephone
nearly a month ago, I forward the
letter which I have received from
S.A.Ayer in connection with his recent
visit to Japan.

Yours sincerely,

(" M.D.Bhat )

ShyiCB.N,Chakravarty, ICS,
Secretary,.to the Govt, of India,
Ministry of External Affairs,
NEW DELHI.

/115’7;’
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Thank yocu very much for ycur d.o. letter No.
¥.5(25)/61, dated the 22nd June 1951, You must have
by now got our telegram and my d.o.letter No.25/4/NGO,
dated the 25th Juns 1251 which I wrote after we
received the photostats., I do not quite understand
why Ayer did not hand over the Treasure %o you as
previously promised. You might enouire from Ramaisurti
what happened. TIf Ayer ceontacts us on his return here
we will also tackle nim.

As I told you in my last letter we were anxious
o know all about the gold and the treasure and we had
asked ycu to meke necessary enguiries. We had in view
‘only some confidentiazl enquiries and we never thought
that this might lead to any embarrascment. We will
naturally bave to reccnslder the matter if the enquiry
involves a degreée of publicity which 2ay prove
embarrassing not ohly to the Miczion but also to the
Governument. DBefore we can consider the matter further
I shall be grateful if you will let us know why you
think that the enquiry may be embarrassing.

{Yours sincerely,

(8.¥. Chakravarty)

K.K.Chettur, Esq.
Head of Indian Lialson Mission,

= Tokyo.

e
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-~ INDIAN LIAISON MISSION
'r 0{ TOKYO
\nf” 2ond June 1951.

S el
D.0.No.F.5(25)/51. M/["ND W L 9”“

My dear Chakravarty, _ ~f* ﬁ/ﬁLﬁr—’

g-\

My ton secret D.0O, letters of the Rth and Iith

June 1951 have obviously crossed yours No,.D,1859-NG0/51 of
the 7th June. LP\

2. I now understand that Ayer left by BOAC on the
11th for Calcutta, though I have not been able to verify
the earlier report that he had gone to Hokkaido, as
subsequent reports indicated that his ostensible visit to
this Island was designed with a view to covering his tracks.
One such report alleged that he 8dd not in fact visit
Hokkaido, but had gone to Sendai, about 300 miles north
of Tokyo, to contact an old Japanese colleague who was also
closely connected with Ayer and Ramamurti and the Netaji
collections. The last I saw him was on the 5th when he
called on me to say ghat he was definitely leaving on the
8th and to enquire whether any instructions had been
received from you regarding his proposal to dispose of
the Netaji collections in the manner indicated in paragraph
3 of my D.O. of the 29th May. He also handed to me at the
time two photostats which must be in your hands by now. As
he was very anxious to ascertain your reactions before his
denarture, I sent you, at his request, a most immediate
cable on the 5th and assured him that a reply would be
received by the 7th at the latest. That he did not bother
to see me again, much less hand over the gold as previously
promised, or even make an attemnt to find out whether any
renly had been received from you to the cable despatched
at his instance, has added to mxx my suspicions regarding
the motives behind his holiday visit to this country. His
extraordinary statement that he had received a letter from
vou, entrusting him with two commissions on behalf of the
Government of India, is also a point worth investigating.

3e If Government are seriously interested in
unravelling the mystery surrounding the disapnpearance of the
Netaji collections, I shall be only too glad to make further
investigations in the matter, but it should be understood
that such investigations may involve a degree of publicity
which might well prove embarrassing not only to the Mission
but also to the Government of India.

Yours inTerely,/ﬁx”

B.N.Chakravarty, Esq., I.C.5S., | 3
Secretarv, Commonwealth Relations,
Ministry of External Affairs,

New Delhi.
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D.0.No. 2 5/% /NGO 26th June 1951.

My dear Chettur,

Will you kindly refer to your Top Secret d.o.letter
No.F.5(25)#51, dated the 1lth June 1951,vhich I received on the
18th of June. As I wanted to mention the case to P.M. I had %o
wait till he returned from his Hepal and Bihar tours,

P.M, has seen your letter and alse the tostat

coples of the letters {ﬁ sent me with yowr d.o.letter No,F.5{25)/
51 dated the 6th June 1951, P.M. did not quite understand why
you should think that there i1s a lack of interest evinced by
Government in this matter. I had to refer him to Harishwar
Dayal's letter to Bama Ran, P.,M, thought that that letter was
issued without his being informed adout it. He was, therefore,

jparticularly anxious thet you should take interest in this
matter and take possession of the gold and other treasure that

| may be possible for you %o get now, Itmtmatq;omm
the 23rd June accordingly., A

When I was in Japan I confess I interpreted Harishwar
Dayal's letter in the same way as you have done. I did,however,
try to ascertain the facts just about the time I was leaving
Japan but I could not make much progress. Ramanurti bluntly
denied all knowledge of gold and jewellery. Now that P.M,
desires that we must take interest in this matter I would uest
you to make a confidential enguiry and try to ascertain the facts.
Every Indian in Japan says that Ramamurti became rich almost
overnight and probably there is some truth in their allegations.
But I do not know whether you will get any evidence to prove that
he had misappropriated the funds,

Please let ue know when you get the treasure, Its
disposal may be considered later,

Yours sineerely,

Pkf ¥t
B.N.Chakravarty)
shri K.K.Chettur _

Head of Indian Lisisen Missicn,

2okvos '
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INDIAN LIAISON MISSION

dﬁ@}' TOKYO
11th June 1951
G

My dear Chakravarty, -

In continuation of my top sgpvet D.0.No.F.5(25)/51
of the 6th June, I enclose herewith a preSs cutting from the
Nippon Times of yesterday, which speaks for itself. The fact
that the author of the article is a leading member on the staff
of the important United Press organisation will give you an
indication of the degree of interest that has been aroused in
local circles, both Indian and American, in Ayer's holiday

in Japan. As I mentioned in my earlier letters, I have heard
the most scandalous reports about the Ayer-Ramamurti link --
and I have no reason.whatsoever to doubt their authenticity --
but in view of the lack of interest evinced by Government in
this matter in the past, I have refrained from pursuing it.

In any case, I believe you know as much about the case as

.I do and my comments on the subject might seem suvnerfluous.

"

2 SCAP clearance for Ayer's two-week holiday was
to have expired on the 8th June, but at his request we have
had it extended by one week. He called at my office on the
5th to bid me good-bye and to tell me that the BOAC had
confirmed his booking and that he was definitely leaving on
the morning of the 8th. I understand, however, that he is
still in Tokyo, though he has made no attempt to contact me
or to anorise me of the reasons which have led to the extension
of his stay in Tokyo -- which incidenmtaiiy—iras-—orevented me e
from passing on ERmExgizkxafxymwme to him the gist of your
cable of the 6th June.

Yours incfrely, :

-

(K.K.Chettur)

B.N.Chakravarty, ESC]., IOC.S. ]
Secretary, Commonwealth Relations,
Ministry of External Affalrs,

New Delhi.
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My dear Chakravarty, X

In continuation of my D.O. NonF.S(’:z’-S)/Sl dated
the 29th May 1951, I enclose herewith two photostats, whic
Ayer handed to me yesterday, of letters purported to haVe
been written on the 15th November 1945 by himself and Ha‘h‘ﬂiﬂr

= Rahman to Ramamurti in the latter's capacity as Chairman of

the Territoria;l Com:mittee of the late Indian Independenes 7r

3 League in Japan.. I am awaiting your mstmetiong on G

‘/ B.N.,Chakravarty, ESq., I.C.S.,
Secretary, Commonwealth Relations,

s Ministry of External Affairs,
| New Delhi.
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D.0.No. | /8571- N at{st Ministry of External Affairs,
New Delhi,
7th June 1951,

y dear Chettur,

Your Secret d.o,letter No,5(26)/61 dated the 21st May and
your Top fecret d.o.letter of the same number dated the 289th May
both arrived dey before yesterday, Soon after, I received your Top
Secret telegram No.46 GS dated the 5th of June. I replied to your
telegram yesterday after consulting the Prime Minister.

: Ayer's visit to Japan is by no means official or even
offieially sponsored. Ayer had approached the Deputy Minister

through somebody for obtaining the SCAP clearance and a telegram
was sent to you under instructions of the Deputy Minister. Ayer
was asked to furnishiparticulars directly to you.

We wondered what the nature of his business was in Japan
and we did not know what he was up to. After some consideration
ve decided not to ask him point-blank what he was going to do in
Japan. We suspected that while in Japan he might be doing some-

—__ thing about Netaji's ashes. 1 therefore rang up the Chief
Seeretary of the Government of Bombay and requested him to tell
lyer that if he visits Japan and if he can find any authentic

Information about Netaji's ashes he might pass on that information
to you and to us, We thought that this would give both you and
8 some idea as to what he was doing there, ' A couple of days
ater I was rung up by the Chief Secretary of the Bombay Govern=
ment who told me that SCAP clearance had not been received and
that unless the clearance came within the next two or three days
Ayer could not go as his leave would expire. We explained to
him that unless and until the particulars were made avallable to
¢ you the SCAP clearance could not be obtained. As we did not
receive any SCAP clearance I thought that Ayer had not been able
to go to Japan. I did not therefore think it worthwhile troubling
you. Your letter was the first intimation we received of Ayer's
~ presence in Japan. Apparently the SCAP clearance had been
~ communicated to him at Bombay. I am very sorry for this mis-
caleulation as I now find that in trying to save you from some
trouble I have unwittingly placed you in a difficult situation.

- These are the facts. We certainly had no intention of
seeking Ayer's assistance in getting the ashes, There 1s no

truth in the other stories that he has given you, The statement
that he had left behind in Bombay a letter which I am supposed to
— have written to him to avoid 1ts contents being revealed during

. the journey or in any customs examination and that this precaution
was taken at my instance reads too much like a six-penny novel.

- In fact I have never vwritten to him. VWhen I was in Japan I also
', heard about Ramamurti misappropriating the funds of the late

.~ Indian Independence League as also the personal property of the
late Subhas Chandra Bose. Ayer's name was also mixed up with

~ this., I could not, however, get any reliable evidence. Rama-

. murtl in fact denied all knowledge of gold and jJewellery. It 1s
therefore interesting tc know that Ayer is now able to produce
some part of Netaji's collections, The Prime Minister thought
that there 1s no goint in refusing to accept the gold if that is
made over to you by Ayer for safe custody. It 1s realised that

it may not be possible to bring this gold out of Japan, but that
is a matter which can be considered later. Simllarly, if he
wanted to show you the papers gilving details of what was left
there is no objection to your receiving these papers and examining
them, A telegram was sent to you accordingly. I would request
you to let us know in due course whether these papers throw any
light on this question.

Yours sinoeroly,/r;

Nt K.K.Chettur, i e S B e 1 A
%'Q"‘:"‘ﬂﬂiln T ﬁ‘iﬁﬁi pp— o v'm_;_’f._/
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INDIAN LIAISON MISSION

TOKYO
29th May 1951, ]]]

N
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! : [ &fy dear Chakravarty,

- -,

L L
' Asefolsy . Ayer, the Publicity Officer attached to the Govern-

ment of Bombay, who is now in Tokyo, saw me this morning,

dwelt at some length on his previous trin to Japan, his rela-
tionship to Netaji, his knowledge of the tragic circumstances

in which the latter met his death and his various interviews
with P,M,, particularly his recent one at the I, N.A. Ralief _ J
meeting. He confided to me in this conneetion that he had |
been entrusted by the Government of India with two missions:
(i) verification of the authenticity of Netaiji's ashes which
he and others had placed for safe deposit in a temple in
Tokyo and (ii) recovery of the gold and jewellery which had
been collected from the plane in which Netaji met his death.
Ayer told me that he had received a letter on the subiject
from you and that he had left it bhehind at Bombay to avoid
its contents beinz revealed during the journey or.in any
customs examination and that this precaution was taken at
yvour instance. You will no doubt be in a nosition to verify
his statements. All that I can say is that I cannot quite
see why vou should have left me in the dark with regard to ;
this matter. I should have thought that in the circumstances
it was most essential that I should be kept in touch with

what was happening, particularly in view of Ayer's past
history, his relationship with Ramamurti and the scandal
connected with the disapvearance of Netaji's collections. v
My letter on the subject of Ayer's visit - D.0.No.5(25)/51

of the 21st May =- must have reach T -

that he was at great pains to assure me that he had been 1
trying to return to Japan for the last four years to pay his
respects to Netaji's ashes =- a story which, on the face of i

. it, sounded extremely thin.

Do Ayer's unexpected return here as Ramamurti's guest
has, I may add, given rise to considerable speculation however
and that many of the local Indians are now seething with indi- |
gnation at the manner of his return and his renewedl associa-
tion with these two brothers. Not that I personally see any =4
reason why Ayer's choice of his friends should be anybody's 2
xxxx@xxxxhexmkzexgemRidudx iz kxxemexnarkxafx¥ekaiits xx S
rxdxhemaxsaxEd business except his own, but the fact that
Ramamurti and Ayer were alleged to have had something to
with the mysterious disapvnearance of the =zold and jewelle/
collected by Netaji should, I think, have deterred us fro
encouraging him in his visit to this country or in giving

visit an official backing. }

3. He also confided that some part of Netaji's collectsl
ions had been saved, largely of fused and melted gold orna-
ments, which in his opinion was worth about a lakh of runees.
or so. He completely phoo-vhooed the story that some crores
worth of jewels and gold had been saved: indeed he had a
hearty laugh when I told him that local rumour had estirzted &
the value of thise property at some millions of rupees. He .jij
informed me that Col. Habibur Rahman and himself had compiled
elaborate details of what was left and that he would like me fJ
to go through these lists with him before the gold was shipped o
to India. His suggestion was that it should be broken up into |
small lots and sent by diplomatic bag to Delhl to be disposed |
of by the Government of India in such manner as they deemed fit
It does seem odd that he should now be so anxious to divulge
the existence of this gold, stranger still, if rumour sEeaks /
correctly, that Ramamurti should have blossomed overnig

t in;d
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zomparative affluence iﬁ 1946 when his compatriots were on ;

. 1e verge of starvation and misery. As you are aware, as

well as I am, of the past history of this case, I am desisting

from further comment, but I shall be grateful for your very
= 'elgzr instructions as to how I should further proceed in this

£ matter.

2 T P ok
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INDIAN LIAISON MISSION

TOKYO
21st May 1951.

My dear Chakravarty, P B o

e Will you please refer to the Ministry's secret

3 telegram No.25112 dated the 8th May, asking us to obtain SCAP

£ clearance for Mr. S.A.Ayer to visit Janan by the 15th May on
a two-week holiday? ’

b 2. Apart from the fact that the particulars reguired
under the existing SCAP regulations, of which the Ministry are
no doubt fully aware, did not reach us until the 16th May, I
was at a loss to understand why we should have been rushed in
this fashion, unless of ecourse .Government were particularly

s interested in the visit, which however seemed unlikely as it

2 had been clearly stated ih the telegram that he was coming
here for a holiday. We have also had a cable from the Passport
Officer, Bombay, in‘this conneection. This sudden hurry over

S what is purported to be a holiday trip and the fact that he
e is visiting this country as Ramamurti's guest make one wonder
B if there may not be more in it than meets the eye. -As you i

ey are no doubt aware, there have been serious allegations against
Ramamurti with regard to the misappropriation of the funds of
the late Indian Independence League, as also the personal
property of the late Subhas Chandra Bose, consisting of
considerable quantities of diamonds, jewellery, gold and

N other valuable articles. Rightly or wrongly, Ayer's name has
also been associated with these charges. The matter was
\ referred to the Ministry in Rama Rau's secret D.0. Qf-the 4th
. December 19247 to which Dayal replied in his D.0O. No.D.9593-
y & ™= pEA/47 dated the 30th December 1947, I thought I should bring
%ltk this point to your notice for whatever it may be worth.
\ 3. I hovne you are not seeking Ayer's assistance with
v regard to the disposal of Netaji Subhas Bose's ashes now lying
" in a Tokvo temple, as it is most undesirable that he should,
S in view of the suspicions surrounding him, be associated in {
L any manner with the taking over of these relies. T

B.N.Chakravarty, Esq«, I.C.S.,
Seeretary, Commonwealth Relations,
Ministry of External Affairs,

New Delhi.
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- The file is re-submitted with
reference to Mr. Chettur's letter at
Sr. No.18-A, and Secy.(C.R's)
interim reply thereto at Sr. No.

19-A, Secy.(C.R) wanted to mention
the matter to P.M.
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