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FOREWORD 

Throughout most of the 1970's, the structure of agriculture was a concept 
known mainly by social scientists in agricultural universities. As a 
research topic, it was at least peripherally studied by a few hundred 
economists and sociologists of agriculture plus a few political 
scientists and anthropologists. The scientists who took agricultural 
structure as a specific focus numbered only in the dozens. 

This pattern of the 1970's is illustrated by a recent Current Research 
Information System (CRIS) search on the structure of agriculture. This 
search listed the structural-related research conducted in the land grant 
universities and through the Department of Agriculture. Most studies 
were done by agricultural economists interested in specific structural 
variables, such as farm size or sales, as they related to specific 
commodities, such as beef cattle or wheat. The sociological research 
projects on agricultural structure were less frequent, probably because 
there are several times more agricultural economists than rural 
sociologists in university experiment stations and USDA research 
agencies. Sociological interests appear to focus more upon 
Farm-community issues than commodities. 

This interest is evidenced in a background report Public Policy and the 
Changing Structure of American Agriculture (Peter M. Emerson. Washington, 
Congressional Budget Office, 1978. 70 p.) and in a study on Changing 
Character and Structure of American Agriculture: An Overview 
(Washington, General Accounting Office, 1978. 152 p.). Two other 
reports followed in 1979 which were prepared for Congress by the 
Economics, Statistics, and Cooperative Service (ESCS) of the USDA. (ESCS 
is now Economics and Statistical Service (ESS).) These publications are 
Status of Family Farm (Washington, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Economics, Statistics, and Cooperative Service, 1979. 51 p. Agricultural 
Economic Report No. 434) and Status of the Family Farm: Second Annual 
Report to the Congress (Washington, U. S. Congress. Senate. Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry, 1979). 

Meanwhile, a March 1979 speech plus a series of regional hearings by USDA 
Secretary Bob Bergland gave impetus and vigor to the concern for the 
structure of agriculture as a policy as well as a research issue. 
Furthermore, the new policy emphasis on the structure of U.S. agriculture 
led to publication in 1979 by ESCS on Structure Issues of American 
Agriculture (U.S. Department of Agriculture. Economics, Statistics, and 
Cooperative Service, 1979. 305 p. Agricultural Economic Report 438) and 
Another Revolution in U.S. Farming? (Lyle P. Schertz. Washington, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. Economics, Statistics, and Cooperative 
Service, 1979. 445 p. Agricultural Economic Report 441). These have been 
joined by A Dialogue on the Structure of American Agriculture: Summar 
of Regional Meetings, November 27-December 18, 1979. (Washington, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, 1980. 116 p.). 

But while agricultural structure has gained widespread recognition as a 
policy issue, there remains a gap in scientific research knowledge needed 
to build a strong foundation for an effective policy on agricultural 
structure. The acute policy needs have exceeded the research base. The 
previous studies by several dozen scientists around the country must be 
expanded. This type of policy and research dilemma is not unusual but is 



nevertheless a problem to be overcome. The comprehensive, scientific 
research needed as a policy basis--research using systematic sets of 
structure measures as applied across various commodities and social 
contexts of farming and agriculture--is still to be done. 

One research project that will address this need was conceived in 1978 
and formally initiated in 1979. It is Project S-148, "Changing Structure 
of Agriculture: Causes, Consequences, and Policy Implications," 
conducted by the State agricultural experiment stations. A team of 
sociologists, agricultural economists, and other scientists from most 
Southern States and several Midwestern States are pursuing four research 
objectives to: (1) identify and measure characteristics of farms and 
related activities as organizational units; (2) assess the impacts that 
external variations in social, economic, and institutional factors have 
on farms of various sizes and types; (3) assess the impact of 
organizational characteristics and career commitment and well-being of 
individuals and families on farms; and (4) assess the development of farm_ ~ 
size and types as related to population change, patterns of man-land 
relationships, and community structure. 

S-148 is scheduled through 1984. Still other regional and State 
experiment station projects, SEA projects, and ESS studies are being 
developed or recast toward collection of better data and the testing of 
structural hypotheses. 

Such efforts will help to describe, predict, and explain the changes in 
the structure of agriculture. Once that foundation is laid, policymakers 
and the citizenry they represent should be better able to effectively 
control these changes to achieve desired directions in farming and 
agriculture which, in turn, play a vital role in national and 
internaticnal human well-being. 

The purpose of this bibliography is to offer references to various 
scientific and policy materials already available on the structure of 
agriculture. It is hoped that the compilation of materials will help to 
hasten the creation of a scientific knowledge basis for policy and its 
social ends. 

Ronald C. Wimberly 
Compiler 
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INTRODUCTION 

This bibliography was extracted from the Agriculture On-Line Access 

(AGRICOLA) family of data bases for the years 1970-1979. The various subfiles 

which comprise AGRICOLA vary widely in matters of coding, in-depth indexing, 

and abstracting. There is also duplication between various subfiles. Because 

of these problems and because the compilers wished to retain the abstracts and 

indexing terms included in the American Agricultural Economics Documentation 

Center (AAEDC) subfile this bibliography was divided into two parts, Part IL: 

AGRICOLA, Part II: American Agricultural Economics Documentation Center. 

Part I and Part II, as published, do not duplicate each other. All AGRICOLA 

citations were matched against the AAEDC subfile and where duplication between 

AGRICOLA and AAEDC occured only the AAEDC entry was retained. The remaining 

AGRICOLA citations were then matched against each other and only a single 

version of the citation was retained. 

Both Part I and Part II must be used concurrently to obtain full coverage 

of the subject. The Table of Contents for each part is based on the category 

code schemes used by Technical Information Systems and the American Agricultural 

Economics Documentation Center, respectively. 

Comments on this publication should be addressed to: 

USDA, SEA-TIS 

Head, Automated Retrieval Section 

Reference Branch 

Room 302, NAL Bldg. 
Beltsville, Maryland 20/705 

CHARLES N. BEBEE 

Co-compiler 
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