GOPALASAHASRANAMA STOTRAN

Critically Edited by

Dr. N. 8. R. TATACHARYA
Dr. M. D. BALASUBRAHMANYAM

K22 141448
~-15M85
2 ‘32_l 31&-

TIRUMALA TIRUPATI DEVASTHANAMS
TIRUPATL
1986



7,"’3')/\ >

GOPALA SAHASRANAMA STOTRAM

Critically Edited by
Dr. N. S. R. TATACHARYA
Dr. M. D. BALASUBRAHMANYAM

with the Commentary

BHAGAVADGUNARATNA PETIKA

by
Dr. N. S. R TATACHARYA

TIRUMALA TIRUPATI DEVASTHANAMS, TIRUPATL
1985

St~10E



GOPALA SAHASRANAMA STOTRAM

by
Dr. N. S. R. TATACHARYA
Dr. M. D. BALASUBRAHMANYAM

PLACED ON TH: SHELF
Doto.......":..%.:...s.:.ﬁ.f

T. T. D. Religious Publications Serics No. 221

Copies: 5,000 e "
CUCTE S
'+

SN PETIRIAA
S MRS

Published by :
S. LAKSHMINARAYANA. LA S.

Executive Officer.
T. T. Devasthanams, Tirupati

BRI VENKATESWARA
CENTRAL LIERATY &
RESEARC- CENTRE,

Ace. No... A3 2\ ......

Date........ ....ccceieeeiereinnnns
TIRUPATI,

Printed at :
T. T. D. Press, Tirupati.






FOREWORD

It 1s with pleasure that | welcome this opportunity to offer
the Gopalasahasranamastotram to our readers, particularly at a time
when the T.T.D. has just completed the silver Jubilee celebrations.
On this occasion several books and monographs have been brought
out, which serve as TTD’s humble contribution to Indian religious
literature.

The Gopalasahasranama contains 193 verses in simple Sans-
krit, accompanied by 1000 names of Gopala (Sri Krishna), which
are meant to be sung by the devotees, and it has been narrated by
Lord Siva to Parvati.  Although the exact date of its composition
cannot be fixed with certainty, it may well be placed at the time
when the Bhakt: school of Vaishnavism reached its height. It deals
with the ten incarnations of Vishnu. Yet Lord Krishna plays a
significant role in the poem. The Radha-Krishra cult is vividly
portrayed here.

In fact the central theme of the lyric revolves round the
doctrine of devotion (bhakti) towards the Lord, and it is drawn
from the Puranas which depict the life and explcits of Krishna. Its
affiliation to the Vaishnava School is certain. But occasionally
the influence of Pancaratra and the Tantras can be seen in the
book, The author of the poem has shown that from one eterna
hight springs forth Radha and Krishna.

The TTD undertook the publication of the poem (critically
edited by Drs M. D. Balasubrahmanyam and N. S. R. Tatacharya,
with a simple and fine commentary by the latter) for two reasons:
first, that the previous editions were not critically constituted, and
second, that this devotional poem must be popularised in South
India. As a matter of fact one can hear its recitation inthe temple
towns of Mathura, Brindavan and other sacred centres in general
and the Northern school of Vaishnavism in particular.

The benefits accruing from the daily recitation of the text
have been stated at the end of the devotional poem. Its study
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removes poverty, releases man from suffering, frees a nation from
famine, brings in wealth and prosperity. A devotee who repeats
the 1000 names of the Lord with faith in Him, reaches the eternal
abode of Vishnu,

| earnastly wish that the daily recitation of the sacred poem
will go a long way to satisfy the mental and spiritual hankerings
of all men and women. May the publication activities of T.T.D.
come true for the benefit of mankind,

S. LAKSHMINARAYANA,
Executive Officer,
Tirupati. T. T Devasthanams.



EDITORIAL PREFACE

The Gopalasahasranama (hereafter abbreviated to GSN)
is a devotional poem in excelsis the thousand divine names of
Gopila or Lord Krsna in 193 verses (Introductory stanzas 23,
meditative hymns 2, sahasrangna 142 and phala3ruii 26) composed
in simple anustub motre. It professes to form part of the
gagaa~rq or gga - dfgar excerpted from the TEqa«-work:
It is also called Mqraagw weas:, sgaAw @Ay, UfewAn-
ag@AA, Sueregmorafgar and <o on. But the proper title of
the poem is GSN, and the colophon at the end of Ms. No. D. 8293
(Catalogus Catalogerum, Madras) reads as follows:

ifa shEMigaa™ dlvdTaEa? Momeganm  §9AH)

Lord Sarhkara narrates the poem to Goddess Parvati. It is
said in GSN (vs. 21) that originally Lord weu communicated

the poem to God firg and then to Trqr who passed it on, in
turn to Sage Nirada. From him the devotees of f‘qwl would

come to know GSN in the Kali age, since it could pave the
path for universal welfare and immortality,

The idea that a critical edition of GSN must be brought
out was first suggested to me in 1978 by Professor Dr. K. Satchida-
nanda Murthy (former Vice-chancellor, S. V. University and
Chairman, S. P. Samiti of Kendriya Sanskrit Vidyapeetha,
Tirupati). He wanted us to nrepare an authentic version of the
popular Krsnaitc devotional poem based on reliable Mss., with
a lucid commentary on the critically constituted text. Accordingly
Professor Dr. N, S. R. Tatacharya of K. S. Vidyapeetha, an
erudite scholar in four Séstras, wrote a simple commentary
entitled, wagiporeend fewr (lit. the box containing gems in the
form of the Lord’s qualities). based on the Raménuja’s school
of philosophical thought. He interpreted the narratives, allusions,
concepts, epithets, contained in GSN by tracing their sources to the
QAT WETATE, waagar, and the Purdnas. He would strike a
balance between the subject matter and the style of the text in
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such a manner that those who possess a working knowledge of
the Sanskrit language could read, understand and appreciate the
thousand names glorifying Gopila.

Numerous Mss. of GSN are deposited in archives, Oriental
Mass. Libraries, Temple collections and private posscssions. These
are available at Adyar, Allahabad, Alwar, Bharatpur, Bombay»
Calcutta, Dacca, Jodhpur, Kotah, London, Madras, Mithila’
Mysore. Nepal. Paris, Pune, Rangpur, Thanjavur, Udaipur,
Ujjain, Vishvabharati (Santiniketan) and other places in India
and abroad.

The text of GSN was printed in Bombay with Hindi com-
mentaries in 1833, 1912 and 1923-4. It was also printed in the
Brhatstotraratndkara (Part 1), published from Madras. Thirty-one
printed books a-e available in the holdings of India Officc Library.
From these texts and Mss.. it can be seen that GSN is excerpted
from the Sammohanatantra of the Rudra)dmala. Mm. Gopinath
Kavi Raj in his Bibliography of the Tantrasarihita (Lucknow, 1972),
refers to three Sammohanatantras, all of which were said to be
narrated by Lord Siva to Pirvati. Although different versions
of GSN were drawn from the Tantras, the present text has to
be differentiated from the other hooks bearing the same tittle.

The critical edition of GSN, placed beforc the public and
elite, which we have constituted now, is based on three Mss.
well preserved in GOML (Madras), TMSSML (Thanjavur) and
the Sarasvati Bhavan Library (S. Sanskrit University, Varanasi)
besides two books printed from Bombay in 1894 and 1963 and
one from Dwaraka (the last one handed over to us by Professor
K. S. MURTY). Ona careful scrutiny of several Mss. recen-
sions, the editors felt that, to bring out a simpler version of
GSN, it was sufficient to consult the above mentioned Mss. and
printed books, since the text constituted by us, agrees well with
the majority of readings found in many other Mss. To cite an
instance, two Mss. deposited in G. N. JHA K.S.V. Mss.
Library at Allahabad bearing accession numbers 7040/995 and
10705/1581 bear striking resemblance to the Bombay and
Thanjavur Mss.

A commentary on GSN, written by Sivadayala SARMA,
i> available in the S. Sanskrit University (accession numbers 19457
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and 21841). This commentary is incomplcte, and it is based on
the Nimbarka system of philosophy.

T now give a description of the books and Mss., indicat'ng
their abbreviations used, in our critical edition. The basic text
adopted by us for the reconstitution of the text is the one published
by Thakur Prasad and sons, Bookseller, Rajadarvaja, Varanasi.
For making a comparative study of the variant readings, three
Mss. and two printed versions of GSN have been utilised.

() ®—Madras. Govt. Oriental Mss. Library, Madras ( a
paper Transcript). D. No. 8293. qiqrer gz e,
Substance : Paper; Size : 7% %63 inches; Pages: 8
Lines: 26 on a page: Character: Telugu: Condition:
good: Appearance: old; complete.

(i) w—Adyar Library, Adyar. Madras. Printed book;
General Acc. No. 3102 simiqeazeATHRTASTEN: |
Nirnaya Sagar Press, Bombay, 1894.

(ili) w—Tanjore Maharaja-Serfoji—Sarasvati Mahal Library,
Tanjore; paper transcript. syqrer gg&ary + D. No.
20947. (Gopalakrishna Dhavalekar) G.K.D. No. 252,
Substance: paper: Sheets 7; Lines: 9: Letters per
liner 22—24; Script: Dcvanagari; Condition: good.
Appearance: old; Incomplete.

(iv) g—Tranjore MSSM Library, Tanjore: Printed book:
Sanskrit section No. 3834; (on thc wrapper:
qEEAT  TET gAW W @y e 227,
qfafud deweory 1963; Nirnaya  Sagar  Press,
Bombay-2. The front page reads: a‘qa:ahq CATHL

e feer for w@iarews: 1 gew W (@
1—225). Narayana Ram Acharya (Ed.). q==zs
gewyoy, 1963, Nirpaya Sagar Press, Bombay-2.

(v) ®—Paper Tanscript, S. Skt. University, Varanasi,
Sarasvati Bhavan. Acc. No. 43208: Subject: Stotram.
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% §, 1/127°. Name: qMiarer ag@am % gdieq
(dgr a°X) 197 §: 1-4'. A wl, @wd..
aqT gwn (ded) 49, dfes & (78) 13, s
13" x 6.7 fafe: — 2. ar, /o — Wi fa,
faaom — q, [ No. 17662 atr, 3207,

The exact date of composition of GSN cannot be ascer-
tained with certainty. From the internal cvidence furnished in
vs. 140, and at other places, we might take it for granted that most
probably, it might belong to the period when the Bhakti school
of Vaishnavism reached its zenith. Obviously the poem is meant
to be recited by the devotees of Lord wey in general and
the Vaishnavites in particular. This is known from the stanzas
occurring in the mq‘ﬁ (verses 2.4, 8,10, 14 and 16). Since it
is stated in the 16th verse that the Vaishnava devotee who
recites the poem will reach the Eternal abode of Lord f‘wl‘r,,
there seems to be the affiliation of GSN to the Bhakti-school
of Vaishnavism.

As a matter of fact. thc pocm is influenced by the Vedas,
Purinas, Tantras, the Ramayana, the Paiicaratra canon and other
devotional lyrics. The gevgsy (RV X 90. 1) is cited in verse
No. 132. The ten incarnations of f’q-wl have been concisely
summed up in the poem, but Lord wooy is the actor par
excellence. When the author of the poem presents an outline of
the life and exploits of the Universal God (q:'wr:), he, of course,
draws his materials from the Purinas, besides referring to their
allusions. Apart from the influence exerted by the quum and
the wmryaqaw, certain episodes narrated in the wgrdadqT
have been made use of in GSN. The 2lst verse in the

declares that a votary of Vaishnavism obtains the

fruits of wtgaw, wfwA®, WO, IwareAq and so on, which
are typical Tintraic concepts. The line— qw‘ﬁﬂ fasratan
aeilam guwge—is 8 direct borrowing from the gsiq TR,
That the Omnipotent, Omnipresent Lord has assumed five forms—
9¢, ®g, fawa, gf and gaf and that He is adored by His
devotees in the forms of qqRY, gwyy and the rest, as has been
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stated in verses 54 and 134 respectively, indicates the influence
exerted by the Paficaritra canonical school. Moreover a reference
is made to the 18 syllabled Mantra (ie. gama Mam w#r:)
in verse No. 138.

It deserves mention in this connection that God is described
as ygr gArA: (vs. 13), gy qnefy (vs. 43), qorgfa:, arergoy: (vs. 69),
weu: (72). T (vs. 36) and so on, Concomitantly He is identi.
fied with figa:, ®z: and gq: (vs. 58), all of which might lead
to different interpretations. But the devatd par excellence is
Gopala—Radha the divine couple of the universe.

The famous, oft-quoted verse— Fegft faaw ... Mo
wemfor:—has been directly borrowed from  Hravgw's -
mﬁl{m[, Again in the wasfy (vs. 12 d), the author of GSN

has simply copied the stanzas occurring in the farsoy agaamrea,

In view of what has been stated in the above para, we have
reasons to believe that the simpler verson of GSN excerpted
from the ggaaey might have been developed into an orna-

mental text by the later redactors of the poem, perhaps to give
status to it on the model of . fysagaaTREaTY. Talking in
terms of the principles of textual criticism, one may legitimately
point out here, that the later additions made to the ornamental
text might be separated in order that the question of the date
of GSN might be fixed.

The poem is. clothed in the simple, familiar, popular anugfub
verses, thus making the language of GSN lucid. This is due
to the fact that it is used not merely as a Pijd manual but also
as a devotional poem which has to be recited daily for the good
of the nation. There is no ambiguity in language or thought.
In order that its recitation might be made sweet, the author
very often indulges in alliteration as an artful aid (verses 13, 57
to 59, 72, 73, 78, 81, 88, 132—133, 140 er sequentia). Linguisti-
cally speaking, there is free variation between / and r as seen in
guli ~ guri (vs 73) and v and b in Byndivana and Vyndavana
(vs. 11, 136).

The author has referred to many place-names such as
Brndavana (vs. 11), Dviraka (vs. 26), Saketa (vs. 36) and Sri-
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rangam (v8. 9). Hc is acquainted with the hermitages situated
in Govardhana (verses 38, 116. 136), Badarivana (vs. 84) and
Vrndavana (verses 11, 136). Among the sacred rivers occurring
in the poem, mention could be made of THT, TAT, A, ey
asier, a=ft and FEA (vs. 54).

The edifice of the entire lyrical poem rests with bhakti.
the sine qua non of devotional Hinduism. This bears ample
testimory to the popularity of GSN particularly in the Northern
centres of Vaishnavism. Even today one can hear its recitation
in many religious assemblies and Vaishnavite shrihes all over
North Tndia. Just as the f‘qw!mmghqq and the wfemr-
agaa™ @Yy have become the most popular devotional lyrical
poems in the South, GSN occupies an important position in
the Northern school of Vaishnavism. From such utterances as
dwami  frgsoy (ve. 2), domy  faoafemm (vo 4) and ooy
gafwmy (vs. 16), it is evident that the votaries of this school
of Hinduism do regard GSN a« daily prayer book. One of
the reasons for choosing it as the sacred Bible of Vaishnavism,
is that the devotees believe in the doctrine that form One
Eternal Light, springs forth treqr and frey (qm;).

) may now round up my Preface by saying that the following
benefits accrue from the daily recitation of GSN and offering
worship to the Lord through gur:—(i) Removal of physical,
vocal and mental sins, (ii) freedom from poverty, diseases, fear
and famine; (iii) acquisition of wealth, prosperity, offspring and
of a good, noble husbund by the would-be-bride who is decply
devoted to the Lord; (iv) enmjoyment of the fruits resulting
from the performance of the #\Wr", wgraw, avrdy, and one
thousand rgasy sacrifices; and (v) the in-dwelling of the God

in the residence of His devotees.

It is now left for me to express our profound gratitude
to Professor K S. MURTY for the encouraging interest he has
shown in the preparation of this critical edition, He expressed
his wish to me that GSN may be dedicated to Lord Venu-
gopalaswami of Sangam Jagarlamudi. Sarvashri P. V.R. K.
Prasad and G. Kumaraswamy Reddi (former Execative Officers),
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des:rve my thanks for the interst they evinced in this publication,
Shri Lakshminarayana, the present Executive Officer has kindly
written the Foreword, and I express my gratitute to him. Shri
R. Suryanarayanamurty (PRO) and K. Subba Rao (Editor, Saptha-
giri, T. T. D.) deserve our thanks for accepting this edition for
favour of publication by the T. T. D. Dr. U. Shankara Bhatta
(Reader, K. S. Vidyapeetha) and Dr. K F. Govindan (former
Lecturer, K. S. Vidyapeetha) have ably assisted the editors
in providing us with all the materials required from the Mss,
Libraries at Madras and Tanjore respectively. But for their
assistance, the critical edition would not have seen the light
of the day. Special acknowledgement should be made to
Shri M. Vijayakumar Reddy, Manager of the T.T. D. Printing
Press and his s*aff for the care and patience which they took
in bringing out the critical edition. Finally we offer our reve-
rential prayers to the Lord of Seven Hills and placc GSN
at the lotus-feet of Lord Krsna who, in the language of the
author of the poem, loves his devotees, removes their poverty
and bestows His grace on them.

AeawIwgawEAr yeanerchavg: |
weariforaenat weamt stfavas: ||

GOKULA§TAMI
20—L‘8w- 84 ] Malladi D. BALASUBRAHMANYAM.
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